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}HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  pec^le."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biooraphical 
Record  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
^;  influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — ^"they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequeilce.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

May,  1892.  CHAPMAN  BROS. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
*Feb.    2  2,   1732.     His  parents 
were     Augustine    and     Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been    satisfactorily  traced    in 
England.      His     great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and    became     a     prosperous 
planter.      He  had   two    sons, 
Lawrence    and     John.      The 
former  married   Mildred    Warner 
and    had    three    children,    John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.      Augus- 
tine,  the   father  of   George,  first 
married    Jane   Butler,    who    bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.     Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,   the    others    being    Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in    1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.     To   his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed    an   estate  on 
the   Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.    George 
received   only  such  education   as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when    he    received    private    instruction    in 
mathematics.      His    spelling;  was  rather  defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 
When  George  was  i4years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George, 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed  to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 


20 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
CO  resign  his  commi^ion.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
*3f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections *of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owmgto  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  be«^n  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  We  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  ol 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  h^icgdulL 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  and  the  first  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
^..  about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
fl,  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
*  school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
jils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
^on  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu' 
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tions  he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popular 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  an  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  nve 
appointed  June  11 ,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says, "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wit 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  *  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde. 
pendent  states,'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary^ 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows. 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this,  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means ;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond- 
ing, he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great- 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew* 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  h'>K 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 

born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
^well,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 

His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  tlie  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  coilei^e balls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of -the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shad  well,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abifities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com« 
mittee  consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  iZ^  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776,     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man- — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast—- 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
Boverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  &.s  Governor  of  Virginia.  hX.  one  time 
the  British  oflficer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  J,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories'on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
%  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
farty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  jxib- 
lic,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coache?  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years.,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver-  ^ 


sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  tht? 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation  s  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  tliat  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  r*is  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  th^  b^st  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
1^  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   repubUc  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   be   called   to   his   eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
pohtical  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177 1,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with,  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf ' 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  oi 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  maji,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf^ 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the   Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Confess.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
ihe  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress^ one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  AnnaiX)lis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to.draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  '  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  ^ 


British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  6n  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second,  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pHng  v/ith  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18  T 3,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladen s- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  18 15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  MontpeHer,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
^President  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  niel- 
ancholy  retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp ;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  Hne.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  Pie  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  parly, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate ;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the^  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrMions. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  Frap ce  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  Engl  and  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison  s  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  18 17,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States ;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the   "  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  pollers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows :  "  That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July,  1831 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 

sixth  President  of  the  United 
^States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his   honored   father, 
John  Adams,  in  Qaincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during   the  almost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When   but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker  s  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  3tudy;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  17  81,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea^s  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  'took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
ms  studies,  under  a  pn^Qte  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  tt 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintanct 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Afte:" 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty' 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney^ 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Brilian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  \\ 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
.minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  aE 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  hi  London 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment  which  eminently  fitted  ber  to  move  in  t'u€ 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  w;^  ^i««^-iced. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  rema,ined  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  soHcited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  fof  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jeff'erson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  famihar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  \x\  June,  18 19,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr^  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine ;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one ;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
ii^e  pa:st  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
all  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu» 
lously  and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
^Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle'  for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  \ 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2Tst  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  ;"then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  ^^ I  am  content!'  These  were  the 
last   words  of    the    grand    "  Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 

seventh  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father  s  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty, 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
17  81,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  irv   gbtaining   their  exchange. 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illnosiL 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmisb 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his   profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he   killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties^  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  ip 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  JacTt- 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred   miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
**  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  181 2  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offeied  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen,  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez ;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  rlickname  of '*01d  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to. rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  estabUshed  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.    The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tanglefl  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suply  of  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river ;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  caiue  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  foM, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  neVer  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  mc-morabie 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applaude/J  oy  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son s   life  were  that  of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth     President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July   24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite   shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  Httle  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

Aq  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
Jaw,  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
A)efore  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
Ji  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  bis   native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefl"erson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  thai  time  the  Fed- 
eral  party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th.' 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  t8 1 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moxed 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknov^^ledged  as  one  of  the  most 
p.ominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage  "  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  1 82 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
Ae  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
"'State  Rights "  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused   to   ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause^ 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen, 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  *'  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil'*  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits^ 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  lifCr 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John   Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice   re-elected.      His  son, 
i  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  H^ 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
cobert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  meldical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
-laving  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  ig  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  ''  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  ''Indiana  Territory."  Wil. 
Ham  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville ;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrisoii 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abow< 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  OlHwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,  and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Dus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  *.  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can- 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  sear'>.hing  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position,, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  18 1 6,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1 819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate, 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
^  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high   social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great    assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
ii^t  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  ^vern- 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con-  ' 
struction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff";  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  be 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  cpHt  in  the  Democratic 
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/arty.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compU- 
ments  upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  briUiant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  pubUc  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder ;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  oi  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  -cund  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  suiround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own  ?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      He   ^susgested,  however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  AH  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  concihate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassm.ents  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  JuHa  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles -city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State., 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  CaU 
houn  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed«= 
erates.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  bv 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he   was  taken  sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
^President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were    Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the   members   of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel    Polk   emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck   River.      Here   in   the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared   their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.    In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk   spent   the 
early  years  of  his   childhood   and 
youth.     His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
*         gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong   common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  T?ot  bp  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  t8i8,  with  the  highest  honors, be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  FeHx  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished   morals,   genial  and 
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uourterus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
iiatu»-e  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tin%^  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  iHat  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  lonnessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House,  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed His  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  Hou«e  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  ^^"^  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

*  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who, thought  it  all  right:  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
^^  tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  sfx  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Lidians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 1 2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison,on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  181 2,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Theif 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousai^d  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses* 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war.  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that. his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac"  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
heie  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  Ihe  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
£ind  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,*  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  briUiant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
Xh^ sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
•pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
■' "red,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
^residency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  n©t  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  pubhc  service  found 
^Lsir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  onr  whose  name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, *'  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
wnter.  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  Rule 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  **I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
phcity  was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
^  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  shor^ 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  ^<»>^t» 
saving  contempt  for  learnirg  of  every  kind.'' 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mi^l  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  fur  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  w»s  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed^ 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  o%the  law.  The 
young  man  rephed,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hall  • 
*ind  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
fflaiil  at  the  end  of  foar  yeais  of  manual  lator,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here, in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — -Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
Couifty.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  professic^,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience  as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  ifor  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress.    • 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of   the  State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,   1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth   President  of  the 
^  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with    his   own     strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a    home   in   the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The    mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar ;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me,  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
T'he  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  FrankUn  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  quahties  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoied.    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  Pie  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  fiistin- 
guished  as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'* 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
und  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by^great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material  bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN, -the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,   was  born    in   a    small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the    Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where   the  humble   cabin   of  his 
father   stood    was     called     Stony 
Batter.     It  was    a   wild    and   ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly   all    around.      His    father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  Httle   property   save    his 
own  strong  arms.     Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,   plunged  into   the  wilder- 
ness,  staked  his  claim,  reared  his   log-hut,   opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to   per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.    In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James   was  born,  he   remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.     When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  Where 
his  son  was   placed    at    school,  and   commenced    a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and   Greek.      .His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at   the  age  of  fourteen,    he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.      Here  he  de^ 
veloped  remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.     His  application 
"to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled  him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  wi  '- 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he    graduated  with    the    highest 
honors  of  his  clast.     He  was  then  eighteen   years   of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,    vigorous    in    health,   fond    of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,   and    enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.     He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in   181 2,  when    he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.     Very  rapidly  he   rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed   stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers   of  the    State.      When   but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he    suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried    upon    articles   of 
impeachment.     At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was    generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  ai^d 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1 831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency^ 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster. 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas. 
ures  proposed  by  l^resident  Jackson,  of  mak/ng  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
which  included  the  fugiiive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived 114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th5    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
vears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
\xi  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offerthem 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston  r  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged ;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  Arid  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland  retreat,  June    i,    1868. 
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BRAHAM    LINCOLN,    the 

sixteenth    President     of     the 
United   States,   was   born    in 
Hardin    Co.,  Ky.,    Feb.     12, 
1809.     About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with   his 
family  and  moved  into   the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and    two 
girls.     Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age   at  his 
father's  death.      This   Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President    of    the    United    States 
whose  name  must   henceforth    fo»'ever  be    enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course    no  record  has  been   kept   of  the   life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.     He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.     His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest   and   the   meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.     As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the   cabin   of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.      He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, w^ho  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman>  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  **I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  10  Indiana.  Wher- 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  M'ead 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committ^H  tc 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  famil)* 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  anc 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sistfx 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mai 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  setded,  and  theii 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  ol 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  aident  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating hquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the. 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  h^ 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborei 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven^ 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that   upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springheld,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  VandaUa,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr,  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Ilhnois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
^avery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
,-he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "  TJie 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H,  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
prominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplace  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  "  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  haa 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people 
In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibihties  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo*:h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witti  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  w-lll 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable  to  decide   which  is   the  greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  1808, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  iFvere 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  c:?nfcr  ^7ei\  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning,  ^j'nvil  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  pwner. 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  01^ 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatiop  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pus 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  l~an 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thosv 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1 84 1,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  res]X)nsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abil 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
p,bly  prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
50ns  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
find  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  ^ree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  ofhis  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  1 8u;,  ne 
Rras  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
£0st."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.   In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  iiKonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 
In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 
It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotentlj^, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  nam.e,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
g*>  United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re~ 
mote  frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  miUtary  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Pal  ma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anip^ial,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
10  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States ;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army:  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  fe«t  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  dis«=harge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  Uword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  voL 
unteers,  and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State*  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  15  th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
iistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen,  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  "pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thiown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  ib^^  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
ihe  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
whichmet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 

the  nineteenth  President  of 
*  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
L'ane  cv^rrcaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  i6cSo,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  liJe.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  h^s  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythe^i  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  aiid  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  ur/known  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious^ 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1 8 17.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
nim,^said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right!  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  '*  You 
5vait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w^nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
Hster  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  bat  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorn ey-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
Cession. 

"^  1849  ^^  mdved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at  I 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse-  ' 
quent  Ufe.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe ;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
membersf  suck  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman^ 
hood.  The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  but  he  declined  to  ac. 
cept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  ol 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  al: 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  lif  ^.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  uo 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanav/ha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

Id  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio^ 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thuonan,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875, 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March^ 5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hv.  wever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party >. 
but  his  admi nitration  was  an  average  o^.? 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1 83 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His   par- 
ents were  Abram  and    EHza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
'^  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
ac  about  20  X30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be^ 
i/2en  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
iard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
jleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built, 
f  he  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
-heir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823^  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
fell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brother's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  \^idowed 
mother  in  he^  struggles  to  keep  the  little  family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fjiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.     He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.     She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.     He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.   This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get   aboard  a   lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.     He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wenC 
home,    and  attended   the   seminary   at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.     This   school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in   1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.     He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.     He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  h(%t- 
ors  of  his  class.     He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.     As  above  stated,  he   early 
united   with   the  Christian  or   Diciples    Church    at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and   places  where 
he  happened  to  be.     Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion: 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlHng  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
:iiy  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
Jiis  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  *wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called  *  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  .some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
::hurch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
Urian  charity  for  all  *  who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  ^-^q  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
m  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1 861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
^Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  Wstory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gei?.  Garfield  wa& 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  year* 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua. 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  Ther^  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  whici* 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whict 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention, 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  188 1,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  WilHams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  peop!e 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J  ,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted»  in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed 
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i)  twenty-first  Presi':'.v.iiL  of  the 
=^  United  States-  was  born  in 
Franklin  Courty,  Vermont,  on 
thefifthof October,  1830,  andis 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  a  Baptist  dOrgyman,  who 
emigrated  to  tb'.s  country  from 
the  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
his  J  8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newton ville,  neai  Albany,  after  a 
long  and  successful  ministry- 
Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  iX)cket, 
and  entered  the  oflEce  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success-v 
ful  career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  vqs^v^A  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nommation  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon- 
athan Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  0*Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  A  ve- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 
General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  RepubHcan  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hmi  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 
Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  heading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
vvas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  i88x,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
h.  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim.of  the  assassin  s  bullet.  Then 
'came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur  s  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  th^  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as   never 
before  in   its   history  over  the  death  of    any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.     Then  it  became   the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in   New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1 88 1.     The  position  was  an    embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.    The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely   that   but   few   criticised   his  administration. 
He  served   the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his   party  for  a  second 
term.     His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention   at   Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  th£  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.     He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  m  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
bom  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
Americas  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
krger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayette/ille  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  .in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
CHnton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  o^  OTing 
to  a  city.  He  lirst  mougnc  oi  Cleveland,  Uhio^  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stockbreeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply,  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
Ji<«^  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover  s  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  I3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  altiiough 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
vras  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
Dut  indue  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
k,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  pi'r/lshment  upon  two 
CMiiiinals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
c't'*"  Tn  thie  office,  a?^  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
periormance  oi  duty  Has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqul 
tons  street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  fov 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  WiUiam  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WiUiam  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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•  ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the 
'twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
welFs  power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
qnently  paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1660.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
min Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  wboni  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
war'  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginiao 
Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suo* 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with  "a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  liis  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  wap  born  at  I^ort^:  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  .^0, 1883o  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tho 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  th3 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  |800,  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  & 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  taks 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an  I  be- 
gin  the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  witia  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the  world.     U.e 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speakei  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
Out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
he  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
irg  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  terra.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
fever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  z  re-election  as 
reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  laWo  In  1876 
he  was  a  candidate  for  GovernoFo  Although  de- 
feated, the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  ior  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  soughtj  es- 
peciaLy  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
^nd  wac  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
uc  sewed  six  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
iblest  men,  best  lawyer^>  iind  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as* 
sumed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr, 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmeoo 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  lii^^ 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  the 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  Stateo 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  desired  k: 
be  pitted  wdth  him  again.  With  all  his  eioq^^^ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  splep, 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  witi^ 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  alreadj"  become  aphorisms.  Origi 
nal  in  thought^  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the30und  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  o   tnc  day 
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TEPHEN  T.  MASON,  the 
I  first  Governor  of  Michigan,  was 
r  a  son  of  Gen.  John  T.  Mason, 


of  Kentucky,  but  was  born  in 
Virginia,  in  18 12.  At  the  age 
of  19  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  Michigan  Territory,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  George  B. 
Porter.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Porter,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
July,. 1 834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Governor.  In  October,  1835,  he 
was  elected  Governor  under  the  State 
organization,  and  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  yet  admitted  into  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  position,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  career,  was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  aline 
running  east  across  the  peninsula  from  the  extreme 
southern  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
Lake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right— a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
xhe  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  States,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress — the  United  States  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  as  far  as  affected  by  their   provisions,  on   the 


other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  tb,*  j^ior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary, 

Ohio,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  ordiiiance 
had  been  superseded  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late the  boundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio  having  d^iscribed  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  State 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  the  line  in  dispute.  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  Ohio  at 
some  periods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary.  Accordingly,  wv.i  find  that,  in 
18 1 2,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  to  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
run  till  1 818.  In  1820,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  by  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Michigan.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan ;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  and  the  question 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  five  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
by  Michigan  was  known  as  the  "  Fulton  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the  "  Harris  line/' 
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fron)  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  where  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  within  its  limits  The  town 
originally  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over 
the  territory  in  question;  erected  townships  and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.  It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucus  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line ;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  cornmence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  that  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it  a 
crimmal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  fine,  or  im- 
prisonment, for  any  one  to  attempt  to  exercise  any 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture  of  any  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  or  the  United 
States,  On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  at 
Perry sburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveying 
the  Harris  line.  He  was  accompanied  by  General 
Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  about  600  men.  This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.  The  force  then  went  into  camp  at  Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  800  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J.  Ullman,  of  Con- 
stantine,  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Felch,of  Monroe,  Aids-de- 
camp. When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and  took  3iote 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  '*  watching  over  the  border." 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  peace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proposi- 
tions for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  possession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however,  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 

Governor  Lucus  now  supposed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime.  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  portion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lucas  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  sometime 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties ;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
in  return  the  Northern   Peninsula,   which   she   did. 
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ILLIAM       WOODBRIDGE, 

^second  Governor  of  Michigan, 
was  born  at  Norwich,  Conn., 
Aug.  20,  1780,  and  died  at 
Detroit  Oct.  20,  1861.  He 
was  of  a  family  of  three  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  His  father, 
Dudley  Woodbridge,  removed  to 
Marietta,  Ohio,  about  1790.  The 
life  of  Wm.  Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
Lauman,  from  which  this  sketch 
is  largely  com  piled,  mentions  noth- 
ing concerning  his  early  education 
beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
was  afforded  by  the  average  school 
of  the  time,  except  a  year  with  the 
French  colonists  at  Gallipolis, 
where  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
the  French  language.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
home  education  at  that  time  was 
an  indispensable  feature  in  the 
training  of  the  young.  To  this  and 
and  to  a  few  studies  well  mastered, 
is  due  that  strong  mental  discipline  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  many  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
adorned  and  helped  to  make  our  National  history. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  studied  law  at  Marietta,  having 
as  a  fellow  student  an  intimate  personal  friend,  a 
young  man  subsequently  distinguished,  but  known 
at  that  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.  He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
nearly  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at  Marietta 
in  1806.  In  June,  1806,  he  married,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, Juleanna,  daughter  of  John  Trumbell,  a 
distinguished  author   and  judg« ;  and  author  of  tb^ 


peom  McFingal,  which,  during  a  dark  period  of  the 
Revolution,  wrought  such  a  magic  change  upon  the 
spirits  of  the  colonists.  He  was  happy  in  his  domes  • 
tic  relations  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.,  Feb.  2, 19,  i860. 

Our  written  biographies  necessarily  speak  more 
fully  of  men,  because  of  their  active  participation  in 
public  affairs,  but  human  actions  are  stamped  upon 
the  page  of  time  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  upon  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known.  Mrs.  W.  en- 
joyed the  best  means  of  early  education  that  the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  to  improve  her  advantages.  During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,  she  manifested  a  keen  intellectuality  that 
formed  the  crown  of  a  faultless  character.  She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  large  number  of  fine 
verses,  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  a  printed 
memorial  essay  written  upon  the  occasion  of  her 
death.  In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her  "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  gave 
her  the  highest  satisfaction  "  She  was  an  invalid 
during  the  latter  portion  of  her  life,  but  was  patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end. 

In  1807,  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  in  1809  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  continuing  a  member  by  re-election  until 
his  removal  from  the  State.  He  also  held,  by  ap- 
pointment, during  the  time  the  office  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  his  county.  He  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  1 8 1 2  drew  up  a  declaration  and 
resolutions,  which  passed  the  two  houses  unaminously 
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and  attracted  great  attention,  endorsing,  in  strongest 
and  most  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent Madison.     During  the  period  from  1804  to  1814 
the  two  law  students,  Woodbridge  and  Cass,  liad  be- 
come widely  separated.     The  latter  was  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  under  the  historic  "Governor 
and  Judges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Terriiorry.     This  latter  position  was, 
in  18 1 4,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendered  to 
Mr.  W.     Re  accepted  the  position  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  upon  its  duties  as  soon  as  he  could 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  leaving  Ohio. 
The  office  of  Secretary  involved  also  the  duties   of 
collectorof  customs  at  the  port  of  Detroit,  and  during 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  Governor,  the  discharge  of 
of  his  duties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.     Mr.  W.  officiated  as  Governor  for 
about  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secrefary    Under  the  administration  of  "Gov- 
ernor and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  delegate 
in  Congress.     Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  people,  by  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  to 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an    act  was 
passedin  Congress  in  18 19  authorizing  one  tobe  chosen. 
Under  this  act  Mr.  W.  was  elected  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  parties.    Hir^  first  action  in  Congress  was  to  secure 
the  passage  of  a  \y\\  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
bid  French  land  titles  in   the  Territory  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the   Revolution ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  through  the  "black 
swamps"  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan.    He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Government   roads l"rom 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.     The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country    around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, projected  by  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  foot 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr  W.     While  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintained  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  strip 
of  territory  now   forming  the  northern   boundary  of 
Ohio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into   the    Union.     He   served 
but     one     term    as     delegate     to     Congress,     de- 
clining further   service    on    account  of  personal  and 
family  considerations.     Mr.  W.  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Territory  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  the  "second  grade.*' 

In    1824,   ne   was    appointed   one  of  a  board    of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private  land  claims  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  1828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Governor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon.  James  With- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judgeof  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  "Supreme  Court"  of  the  Territory. 
This  court  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  the  Terri- 
torial Court,  under  the  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 
Judges"  system.  Although  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territory,  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  very  general  character. 

In  1832,  the  term  of  his  appointment  as  Judge  ex- 
piring. President  Jackson  appointed  a  successor,  it  is 
supposed  on  political  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feehngof  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  its  people  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  lines  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  which  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  1837  he  was  elected  amember  of  tVe  State  Senate. 

This  sketch  has  purposely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
with  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earlier  career, 
because  it  is  closely  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  development  of  its  politi- 
cal system.  Since  th'e  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  1839,  under  a  popular  impression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  nomination  for  Vice 
President  in  1848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1 828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
short  distance  below  what  was  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications,  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion. Judge  W.  was  a  Congregationalist.  His  opinions 
on  ail  subjects  were  decided;  he  was  earnest  and 
energetic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibited a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive because  not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surface.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  a  deep  and 
earnest  affection  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  his  adoption  and  for  friends  and  family. 
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OHN    STEWARD    BARRY, 

Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  3,  1842,  to  Jan.  5,  1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  to  Jan. 
I,  1852,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  29,  1802.  His  par- 
p  ents,  John  and  Ellen  (Steward) 
Barry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
ham, Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  pursuing  his 
studies  at  the  same  time.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 
and  in  1824  went  to  Georgia,  Vt., 
where  he  had  charge  of  an  academy 
for  two  years,  meanwhile  studying 
law.  He  afterward  practiced  law  in 
that  State.  While  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewhat  earlier  period 
was  Captain  of  a  company  of  State  militia.  In  183 1 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  W. 
Willard. 

Four  years  after,  1834,  Mr.  Barry  removed  to  Co.n- 


stantine  and  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich, 
in  1831,  and  held  the  office  until  the  year  1835 
Mr.  Barry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  flamed  the  constitution  upon  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  important 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 
ordinary  ability. 

Upon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Mr.  Barry  was  chosen  State  Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  that  they  looked  to  him 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 
ticket  at  the  following  -election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived  the  nomination  for  Governor  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  assembled  in  convention.  He  was 
elected,  and  so  popular  was  his  administration  that,  in 
1842,  he  was  again  elected.  During  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  by  great  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  it  was  through  his  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 
ment that  the  State  was  finally  placed  upon  a  solid 
financial  basis. 

During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  Barry's  first  term,  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  everywhere  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  reported  as  attending  the  public 
schools  was  nearly  fifty -eight  thousand.  In  1843,  ^ 
State  land  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  State.  In  1844,  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tax  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  aniple  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
with  good  results  In  1845,  when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  population  of  the  State  was 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1850 — the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry  s  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  ''Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case  " 
was  tried.  This  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  depot 
at  Detroit,  in  1850. 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  185 1,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
crime  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.  Tlie  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Arman,  James  A. 
Van  Dyke,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  D.  Fraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  The  defendants  were 
represented  by  six  members  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  months,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  the  defendants 
249  in  40  days.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  that  his 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treachery, 
rather  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  "  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  9  o  clock 
p.  M.,  Sept.  25,  185  I.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county :  Ammi 
Filley,  ten  years ;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eight 
years;  Eben  Farnham,  eight  years;  William  Corvin, 
eight  years;  Richard  Price,  eight  years;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  five  years;  Willard 
W.  Champlin,  ^^^  years;  Erastus  ChampHn,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  five  years 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Europe 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  ^  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughout  life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  pubUc  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
State  has  ever  had. 

Gov.  Barry  was  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
victions and  outspoken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  position  when  a  principle 
w-as  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.  As  a  speaker  he  was 
not  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
to  political  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  posi- 
tion. He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worth.  His  political  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  Republican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  his  wife's  death  having  occurred  a 
year  previous,  March  30,  T869.  They  left  no  children. 
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LPHEUS  FELCH,  the  third 
Governor  of  Michigan,  was 
^born  in  Limerick,  Maine,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1806.  His  grand- 
father, Abijah  Felch,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolution ;  and 
when  a  yomig  man,  having  with 
others  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Ossipee 
Rivers,  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 
gion when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Felch  embarked  in 
mercantile  life  at  Limerick.  He  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
that  section,  and  continued  it  until 
his  death.  The  death  of  the  father, 
followed  within  a  year  by  the  death  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  care  of  relatives,  and  he  found  a 
home  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and  a  neighboring 
academy.  In  1821  he  became  a  student  at  Phillips 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subsequently,  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.  He  at 
once  began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
jjractice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1830. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  [833.  The  severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  change  of  climate. 
He  disposed  of  his  library  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home.     His  intention  was  to  join  his  friend. 


Sargent  S,  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on   his 
arrival   at   Cincinnati,  Mr.    Felch   was    attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had  recovered   sufficiently  to 
permit  of  his  traveling,  found  that  the  danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down   the 
river.     He   therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan.    He  first  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe, where  he  contmued  until  1843,  when,  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor.     He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla-^ 
ture  in  1835,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  r836  and  1837.     While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  State  was  enact, 
ed,  and  went  into  operation.     After  mature   delibera- 
tion, he  became  convinced  that  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it   would  result  in  still  further  embarrass- 
ment.    He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  to  follow  its  passage.     The  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenting  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  opposition  to  the  bill.     Early  in  r838,  he  was 
appointed   one   of  the  Bank   Commissioners   of  the 
State,  and  held  that  office  for  more  than  a  year.     Dur- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  to 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  banks. 
Almost  every  village  had  its  bank.     The  country  was 
flooded  with  depressed  "wild-cat"  money.     The  ex- 
aminations  of  the   Bank  Commissioners   brought   to 
light  frauds  at  every  ix^int,  which  were  fearlessly  re- 
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ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  closing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  re- 
signed. The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  January,  1843,  ^^  ^^^ 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year.  In  1847  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years;  and  at  once  retired  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  1847,  when  his  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  for  four  years 
was  its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  position 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Felch's  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
corporations, — the  Central  for  $2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  Detroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  18,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen.  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  March,  1853, 
Mr.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in   California,   under  the 

treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purpose.  He  went  to  California  in 
May,  1853,  and  was  madp  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration  ;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudications  of  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented.  The  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  June  of  that  year.  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  piinci- 
pally  in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Governor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1875  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  the  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States   Senator   from    the    State   of  Michigan. 
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ILLIAM      L.      GREENLY 

jovernor  of  Michigan  for  the 
year  1847,  was  born  at  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
1 8, 1 8 1 3.    He  graduated  at  Un- 
ion '  College,     Schenectady,    in 
1 83 1,  studied  law  and  was   ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in    1834.     In 
1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, he  settled  in  Adrian,  where 
he  has   since   resided.     The   year 
following   his  arrival  in    Michigan 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until   1839. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  became  acting  Governor 
by  the  resignation  of  GoVo  Felch, 
who   was   elected    to   the   United 
States  Senate. 

The  war  with  Mexico  was  brought 
to  a  successful  termination  during  Gov.  Greenly 's 
administration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  the  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  well  are  points  conceded  ;  but  their  names  and 
nativity    are   hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 


and  where  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  State  deserve  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K,  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos.  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  U.  S.  Inf. 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  one-third  their  original  num- 
ber. 

In  May,  1846, the  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  to 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.  At  his  sum- 
mons 13  independent  volunteer  companies,  11  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  line.  Of 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit,  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette^ 
Scott  and  Brady  upon  their  banners.  Of  the  re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  two,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St.  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.  Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  them  ten  companies,  making  the 
First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteer? 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing. This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded by  crders  from  Government  to  the  seat  of  war. 
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HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 
Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.     In 
that  State  he  received  a  col- 
legiate education,  studied   law, 
and  was  admitted   to    the    bar. 
Removing    to    Michigan    about 
the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
^^    Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 
.  ability  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1837  he  was  appointed  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1843  ^^ 
was  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  which,  office  he  re- 
tained until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  building  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
of  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
of  toil  and  industry. 

Mr.  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
term,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
statesmanlike  manner.  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  position  he  displayed   the    satne   abi^^*"'   that 


shone  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  as  Governor* 
He  held  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  policy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  he  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office. 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransom's  administration  as  follows:  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  establised,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  liberally  endowed  with  lands, 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind  amounted  to  $81,500.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1848,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  following  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture :  The  land  reported 
as  under  cultivation  in  1848  was  1,437,460  acres;  of 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749,300  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels;  wool,  1,645,756  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds;  horses,  52,305;  cat- 
tle, 210,268;  swine,  152,541;  sheep,  610,534;  whik 
the  flour  mills  numbered  228,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1847,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  Lansing,  and  tempo- 
rary buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  wereira 
mediately  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450. 
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OBERT  Mc  CLELLAND, 
^Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  1, 185  2,  to  March  8,1853, 
was  born  at  Greencastle,  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Penn.,  Aug.  i,  1807. 
Among  his  ancestors  were  several 
officers  of  rank  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  some  of  his  family  con- 
S)\\^  nections  were  distinguished  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
His  father  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  who  studied  under  Dr. 
Benj.  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
practiced  his  profession  successfully 
until  six  months  before  his  death,  at 
i  the  age  of  84  years.  Although  Mr. 
McClelland's  family  had  been  in  good  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  17  years  old  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
liminary studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
his  class,  in  1829.  He  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
having  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  legal 
profession,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  in  1831.  Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 
yean 

In  1833,  Mr.  McClelland  removed  to  Monroe,    in 


the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination, he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan, and  engaged  in  practice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason, 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
declined  both  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  to  his 
professional  duties. 

In  1838,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees,  Speaker 
pro  tempore y  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of  "  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr.  McClelland  stood  among  the 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  with  others  adopted  a  plan  to  regain  a  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  power  in  the  State, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  Mr. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  by  his 
election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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in  1843.  Down  to  this  time  Michigan  had  consti- 
tuted one  congressional  district.  The  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M.  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon,  Alpheus 
Felch  by  a  strong  majority ;  but,  in  1843,  ^^  thoroughly 
Had  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  1840  that  Mro  McClelland,  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, carried  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  of  about 
2,5C/o„  Mro  McClelland  soon  took  a  prominent  posi 
tion  in  Congress  among  the  veterans  of  that  bodyo 
During  his  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
CoiT.merce,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
were  known  as  the  "Harbor  bills/*  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
election  to  the  29th  Congress,  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
iaTorably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
name  was  mentionedforSpeaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
lesentatives  He  declined  tbe  offer  in  favor  of  J.  Wo 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public  attention.  The 
members  of  this  commi-ttee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
personal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
which  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
his  labors  in  Congress., 

In  1847^  Mr.  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress, and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fore.gn  Rela- 
iionSo  While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
as  tte  '*  French  SpoHation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as  to  command  universal  approbation.,  While  in 
Congress,  Mr  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 
right  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q.  Adams, 
when  the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
and  presented  in  the  proper  mannen  This  he  re- 
garded as  the  citizens^constitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings  s  bill  for  the  abolishing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Mn  McClelland  was  one  of  the  few 
Democrats  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  *Wilmot 
Proviso/'*  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  in  new  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by 
ihe  United  States.  He  and  Mr,  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
and  confidential  termSo  Mr,  McClelland  was  in  sev- 
eral National  conventions  and  in  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention,* which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
:/5  1848,  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  the  elec- 
tion of  th^t  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
Congress,  in  T848,  Mr.  McClelland  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe.  In  1850  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise  the   State  constitution.     He  was   elected    a 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders.     His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floor^  in  debate.   In  1850, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  convention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  support  of  Henry  Clay's 
famous  compromise  measures^  of  which  Mr,  McClel 
land  was  a  strong  advocatCo     He  was  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  in 
that  year,  in  company  with  Gen  Cass  and  Governor 
Felch.  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com 
promise  measures^  and  took    an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Gen^  Pierce 
to  the  Presidencyo 

In  185  T,  the  new  State  constitution  took  effect  and 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governor  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum,  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  operatioa  undei 
the  new  constitution,     Mr.  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  years,  from  Jan.  i,  1853,     His  admin, 
istration  was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when    party   spirit  ran  high.     There  was  really 
no  opposition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was   well   filled,   and   the   State 
otherwise  prosperous.     So  widely  and  favorably  hac 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  on 
the  organization  of  the  cabinet  by  President  Pierce^  in 
March,  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  fou. 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration.     He  'thoroughly 
re-organized  his  department  and  reduced  theexpend' 
itureb,      He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilization^ 
arnong  them.     During  his   administration  ^ there  was 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  ordei 
and  system.     In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con 
vention  to  revise  the  State  constitution.    :  Mr.  McClel 
land  was  a  naember  and  here  again  his  long  .experi 
ence  made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,   a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leader.     As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im 
pressive  in  his  addresses  to  the  jury.     His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able   and   effective 
advocate.     In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.     In 
T870  he  made  the  tour  of  Europe^  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomates,  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  tiian 
most  travelers o 

Mr.  McClelland  married,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Sabin,  of  Williamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  children,  two  of  whom  now  survive. 
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NDREW  PARSONS,  Gover- 
nor of  Michigan  from  March 
8,  1853  to  Jan.  3,  [855,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Hoosick, 
County  of  Rensselaer,  and 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  2 2d 
day  of  July,  1817,  and  died  June 
6,  1855,  at  the  early  age  of  38 
years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Parsons,  born  at  Newbury  port, 
(Mass.,  Oct.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 
sonof  Andrew  Parsons,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel  Parsons, 
a  descendant  of  Walter  Parsons,  born 
in  Ireland  in  1290. 
Of  this  name  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ago,  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
tion  of  Camden's  Britannia:  "The  honorable  family 
of  Parsons  have  been  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Viscounts  and  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

The  following  are  descendants  of  these  families : 
Sir  John  Parsons,  born  i48i,was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
Robert  Parsons^  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Bridgewater, 
England.  He  was  educated  at  Ballial  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
Romish  faith.  He  estabUshed  an  English  College  at 
Rome  and  another  at  Valladolia.  Frances  Parsons, 
born  in  1556,  was  Vicar  of  Rothwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  1618,  was  another 
noted  member  of  the  family.  In  1 634,  Thomas  Parsons 
/Was  knighted  by  Charles  i.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
brothers,  were  born  in  Great  Torrington,  England, 


and  accompanied  their  father  and  others  to  New 
England  about  1630.  Samuel  Parsons,  born  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N.  H.,Nov,  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Boston, 
Oct.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  82,  in 
the  53rd  year  of  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Mary 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  including  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedants  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  and  spent  the  first  summer  at  Tower  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  taught  school  which 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  of  men.  of  sterling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  have  developed  its  wonderful 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union.  These  brave  men  crme  to 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  strong 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  to  them  is  due  all  honor  for  the  labors 
so  nobly  performed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundation' 
which   they  laid   of  a   great   Commonwealth. 
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In  the  fall  of  1835,  he  explored  the  Grand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
from  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  spent  the  following 
winter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasse County,  then  with  Clinton  County,  and  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1840,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  1842,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  185 1,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
in  1853,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854,  and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
responsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business, 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  speaker  and  well 
calculated  to  make  friends  of  his  acquantances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  power- 
ful railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  that  purpose.  In  some  sections  the  resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words. 
In  other  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  beyond 
measure.  Fearing  that  all  these  influences  might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call  the  extra  session,  a  large 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  liberal  offers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he  returned  the  money  and  refused  to  receive 
any  favois,  whether  from  any  party  who  would  at- 
tempt to  corrupt  Kim  by  laudations,  liberal  ofl'ers,  or 


by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  of 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance : 
^'though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath. "  The  following  eulogium  from  a  politcal  op- 
ponent is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:  "  Gov.  Parsons  was  a  politician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  politician  he 
was  candid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  and  reliable."  The 
highest  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Parsons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  State  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks  "  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  time,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  the  purpose  of  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise  "  (which 
limited  slavery  to  the  south  of  ^^^^  2P)  ^^s  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
This  was  repealed  by  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called  **  anti-Nebraska"  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "  anti-Nebraska,"  were  temporally  em- 
ployed to  designate  the  slavery  and  anti-slavery 
parties,  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  and  the  organization  of  the  new 
Democratic  and   Republican  parties  of  the  present 
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INSLEY  S.  BINGHAM, 
M^  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
"  1855  to  1859,  and  United 
States  Senator,  was  born  in 
Camillus,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  16,  1808.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  his  own 
early  Ufe  was  consequently  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages related  to  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
he  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  State 
and  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Gen.  James  R.  Lawrence,  now  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1833,  he  married  an  estimable  lady 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  obeying  the  impulse  of  a 
naturally  enterprising  disposition, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  a  new  farm  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 
Worden,  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston  County.  Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
est, our  late  student  commenced  the  arduous  task  of 
preparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
tin;r  iip  buildings,  etc.,  at  such  a  rate  that  th^  land 


chosen  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master under  the  Territorial  government,  and  was  the 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1836. 
when  Michigan  1  ecanie  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  the 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elected,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  years. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Rep-, 
resentative  to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  in  that  body.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "  Wood's  Patent  Cast  Iron 
Plow  "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  1848,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

In  1854,  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  former 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  profits  of  his  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing, 
In  1859,  Governor  Bingham  was  elected  Senator  in 
Congress  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  stormy  cam- 
paign in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     He  wit 
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nessed  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
paiatively  short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  5,  1861. 

The  most  noticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  1852,  August  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1855,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars ;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College  owes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  purpose  of  caryinginto  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  be  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  $15  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  argricultural  colleges  in  the  United  States. 
Until  the  spring  of  i86i,it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  under  the  management  of  the  State  Board 


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose. 

In  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-house,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  fine  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  about  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in.  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  ($80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprises  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  impos- 
ing building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
iu  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  72,  48  by  72,  80  by  60,  52  by  72,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the   original  buildmg. 

The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
at  Lansing  in  1855,  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correction  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1859  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer 
than  under  the  more  rigid  regime  of  former  days. 
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OSES  WISNER,  Governor  of 
^^  Michigan  from  185910  1861, 
S^*  was  born  in  Springport,  Cayu- 
ga Co.,  N  Y.,  June  3,  1815. 
His  early  education  was  only 
what  could  be  obtained  at  a 
D common  school.  Agricultural  labor 
and  frugality  of  his  parents  gave 
him  a  physical  constitution  of  unus- 
*\l  ual  strength  and  endurance,  which 
(was  ever  preserved  by  temperate  hab- 
its. In  1837  he  emigrated  to  Michi^ 
T^  gan  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
County  It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
once  set  to  work  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.  He  labored  diligently  at  his 
task  for  two  years,  when  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  being  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
Oakland  Co.  Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  Wisner,  and 
Rufus  Hosmer.  In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
•  and  established  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
village  of  Lapeer.  While  there  he  was  apppointed 
by  Gov.  Woodbridge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
and  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
tained in  the  profession.  He  remained  at  Lapeer  but 
a  short  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where  he  became 
a  member  of  a  firm  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
practice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
of  the  Henry  Clay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
siaver)  bias.     His   practice  becoming  extensive,   he 


took  little  part  in  politics  until  after  the  elef!«.^n  of 
Mr.  Pierce  to  the  Presidency  in  1852,  when  he  took  an 
active  part  against  slavery.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  jnere  book 
learning  than  upon  his  native  good  sense.  Liberal 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escaped  his  atter.tion  or  his 
memory  which  bore  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  friend 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  conducting  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  eloquence  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  powerful.  His  fancies  supplied  the  most 
original,  the  most  pointed  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  battling  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  bad  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  qualities,  and  his  powers  as  a 
popular  orator  were  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  and  opening 
the  Territories  to  slavery,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
in  Michigan  to  denounce  the  shamful  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  popular  gathering  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
1854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Republican  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  United  States.  At  this  meeting  the 
name  "  Republican  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
the  new  party  consisting  of  Anti-slavery,  Whigs, 
Liberty  men.  Free  Soil  Democrats  and  all  others  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  favorable  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  W.  was  urged  to 
accept  the  nomination  for  Attorney  General  of  the 
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State,  but  declined.  An  entire  State  ticket  was  nom- 
inated and  at  the  annual  election  in  November  was 
elected  by  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  support  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
his  views  he  was  bold  and  radical.  He  believed  from 
the  beginning  that  the  political  power  of  the  slave- 
holder§  would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
canvass  of  1856  he  supported  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majority.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  i,  1859, 
\o  Jan.  I,  1861.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature 
was  an  able  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  policy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  i,  1861,  he  returned 
10  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  all 
such  temporizing  expedients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
legislation  he  resoh  ed  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  2  2d 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his' will.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to   Kentucky   and  quartered   at 


Camp  Wallace.  He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  miHtary  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had  he  lived  he  would 
no  doubt  have  distinguished  himself  as  a  good 
officer.  He  was  impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.  But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,  ano 
his  incessant  labors,  coupled  with  that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  his  health.  He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  near 
Lexington.  Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  dehrious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciplining his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ing the  Rebeiiion.  But  the  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant griei  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  W. 
was  no  more.  The  malady  baffled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  W.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.  He  went  to  the  war 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.  Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.  He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.  Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.  He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like  thousands  of  others  he 
sleeps  the  sleep  pf  the  martyr  for  his  cpuntry. 
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USTIN  BLAIR,  Governor 
of  Michigan  from  Jan.  2, 
^86I,  to  Jan.  4,  1865,  and 
kown  as  the  War  Governor,  is 
and  illustration  of  the  benifi- 
cent  influence  of  republican  in- 
stitutions, having  inherited  neith- 
er fortune  nor  fame.  He  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kins Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1818. 
His  ancestors  came  from  Scot- 
land in  the  time  of  George  I,  and 
for  many  generations  followed  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture.  His  father, 
George  Blair,  settled  in  Tompkins 
County  in  1809,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county.  The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score and  four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that 
spot.  He  married  RhodaBlackman,who  now  sleeps 
with  him  in  the  soil  of  the  old  homestead.  The  first 
17  years  of  his  Hfe  were  spent  there,  rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  upon  the  farm.  He  then 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  pre- 
paring for  college;  entered  Hamilton  College,  in 
CUnton,  prosecuted  his  studies  until  the  middle  of 
the  junior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  fame  of  Dr. 
Nott,  he  changed  to  Union  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1839.  Upon  leaving  col- 
lege Mr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
&  Davis,  OwegO,  N  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
x&  \84i,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  locat- 


ing in  Jackson.      During    a   temporary    residence    in 
Eaton  Rapids,  in  1842,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Eaton 
County.  At  the  close  of  the  official  term  he  returoed  lu 
Jackson,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Henry  Clay  in  the  campaign  of  1 844.  He  was  chosen 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  in   1845,  at  which 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
eral statutes ;  also  made  an  able  report  in   favor  oi 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active   in 
securing  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  In  1848 
Mr.  Blair  refused  longer  to  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  refusial  to  endorse  in  convention 
any  anti-slavery  sentiment    He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate   to  their  convention 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  for  President  that  year. 
Upon  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coalition  of  the  Whig  and    Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  with    the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Platform.     He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  in  1852  ;  was  chosen  State  Senator 
two  years  later,  taking  his  seat  with  the  incoming  Re- 
publican  administration  of   1855,  and    holding   the 
position  of  parliamentary  leader  in  the  Senate.     He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention   which 
nominated   Abraham    Lincoln  in    i860.     Mr.   Blair 
was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  i860,  and  re- 
elected in  1862,  faithfully  and  honorably  dischargir ^^ 
the  ard';iOus  duties  of  the  office  during  that  mo':lmo- 
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mentous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation's  life.  Gov. 
Blair  possessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial   career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor/' down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificiently 
sublime  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in  1861  the  coming  struggle  cast  its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.  After  a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and  slave  States  of  the 
Republic,  saying:  "  While  we  are  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted  to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.  We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.  In  whatever  concerns  the  honor,  the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great  Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  tp  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.  Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity ;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.  Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will  not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.  But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its  integrity 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."  The  final  para- 
graph being: 

"  I  recommend  you  at  an  early  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm  !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — *  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever. 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,1 11  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  upon  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  2  e,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,  in    February,    1849. 

Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  postal 
clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service;  Charles  A.,  partner 
with  his  father;    Fred.  J.  and  Austin  T.,  at  home. 

Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  by  the  Republican  pnrty,  but  vvns  defeated^ 
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ENRY  ROWLAND  CRAPO, 

Governor   of    Michigan    from 

'1865  to  1869,   was  born   May 

24,  1804,  at  Dartmouth,  Bris- 

^^^^/^rv^^^  tol    Co.,    Mass.,  and    died    at 


He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and  Phoebe  (Rowland)  Crapo. 
His  father  was  of  French  descent 
^•"  and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
^family  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
Dartmouth  township,  which  yielded 
)  nothing  beyond  a  mere  livelihood. 
His  early  hfe  was  consequently  one 
%|)  of  toil  and  devoid  of  advantages  for 
i  intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  no  charm  for  him  ;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.  His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  a'nd 
persevering.  He  became  an  ardent  student  and 
worker  from  his  boyhood,  though  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  his  studies  were  exceedingly  limited.  ,  He 
sorely  felt  the  need  of  a  dictionary;  and,  neither  having 
money  wherewith  to  purchase  it,  nor  being  able  to 
procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  out  to  compile 
one  for  himself.  In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  English  language,  he  copied  into  a  book  every 
word  whose  meaning  he  did  not  comprehend,  and 
upon  meeting  the  same  word  again  in  the  newspapers 
and  bx)ks,  which    came   into   his    hands,   from    th^ 


context,  would  then  record  the  definition.  Whenever 
unable  otherwise  to  obtain  the  signification  of  a  word 
in  which  he  had  become  interested  he  would  walk 
from  Dartmouth  to  New  Bedford  for  that  purpose 
alone,  and  after  referring  to  the  books  at  the  library 
and  satisfynig  himself  thoroughly  as  to  its  delinition, 
would  walk  back,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles, 
the  same  night.  This  was  no  unusual  circumstance. 
Under  such  difficulties  and  in  this  manner  he  com  • 
piled  quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscrip'- 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  book  upon  surveying,  and  applying  himself 
dihgently  to  its  study  became  famihar  with  this  art. 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.     The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase   one.     A   compass,  however,   he 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.     Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  took  charge  of  the  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.     When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der the   pressure  of  law,   a  high  school  was   to  be 
opened,  he  passed  a  successful  examination  for  its 
principalship  and  received  the  appointment.     To  do 
this  was  no  small  task.     The  law  required  a  rigid 
examination  in  various  subjects,  which   necessitated 
days  and  nights  of  study.     One  evening,   after  con- 
cluding his  day's  labor  of  teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
to   New  Bedford,  some  seven  or  eight  miles,  called 
upon  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  p.icscd 
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a  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  that 
he  was  qualified,  he  walked  back  to  his  home  the 
same  night,  highly  elated  in  being  possessed  of  the 
acquirements  and  requirements  of  a  master  of  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  suryeyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  this  place,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, — when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford ;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  report  upon  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
rocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
he  started  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular  contributorto  the  New 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reputation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  after  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
'*H.  H.  Crapo'*  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  took  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Bristol 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  New 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment he  com  piled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1856,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  1837  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 


gaged largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Fentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R,  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  corporation  until  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Company. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  five  cr  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  1869, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  operation  was  per- 
formed which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  too  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  arelapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died  July 
ZZ,  1869. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life,  Gov.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1825,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  years.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  performing  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  Wm.  W.  Crapo,  of  New  Bedford,  is  now  an 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  First 
Congressional    District   of  Massachusetts. 
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ENRY  P.  BALDWIN,  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  from  Jan. 
^4,  1869,10  Jan.  I,  1873,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
iel Baldwin,  a  Puritan,  of  Buck- 
'  inghamshire,  England,  who  set- 
tled at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
His  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. He  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1826.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
Moses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  in  1757,  and  the 
first  who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  honored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  in  1813,  where  for  more  than  50 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governor  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
tor  21  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregationalist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  1814.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-school  education  until  the  age  of 
12  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He  re- 
mained there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  20  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
1837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spring  of  1838.  Here  he  estabhshed  a  mercantile 
house  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
the  present  time.    Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
State  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  library  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  he  has  been 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
John,  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  who 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether,  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  improvements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B.'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Michigan  State  Bank  until  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  during  the  years  of  i86i-'2  he 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporations 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  of 
Sault  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  elected 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re-elected  in  1870,  serving 
from  1869  to  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  to  say  that  Governor  B.'s  happy  faculty  of  es- 
timating the  necessary  means  to  an  end — the  knowing 
of  how  much  effort  or  attention  to  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in  hand,  has  been  the  secret  of  the   uniform 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.     The  same  industry  and  accuracy  that  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor   was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears   in    all   things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure.      Daring  his   administration   marked   improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State   House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
message  of  1873.     The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.     The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire    work   let    under   this    administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at  different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  as   would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  The  law  of  1869,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities    to    vote     aid   toward    the    construc- 
tion of  railroads  was,  in    1870,   declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme    Court.     Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith,    Governor  B.  felt  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.     His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  the  submission  to  the  people  a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  the  hands   of  bona^ 
fide  holders.     In  his  special  message  he  says  :     "The 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  can  not  afford,  and  I   trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations."    A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1872,  principally  for 
■he  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
A  number  of  other  iniportant  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  and    as  an  evidence  of  tb.e   Governor's  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  fi  ^ a ncial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  GoveruDrB.'s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  1871 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes.  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  coundes  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  than 
$700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  abou': 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,  and  announcing .  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Europe 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Steamer  Arill,  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,   1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesdng  ac-* 
count  of  the  transaction.     The  following  esUmate  of 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:    "The  redring  message 
of  Governor  B.,   will   be   read   with   interest.     It   is 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesses    the  lucid 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,   which 
have  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.     Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.     For  many  years  eminent  and  capable   men 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and   in   pracdca. 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself  to  be 
the  peer  of  any  or  all  of  them.   The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
the  dmes.     The  redring  Governor  has  fully  earned 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  to-day 
possesses  to  such  remarkable  degree.  " 
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OHN    JUDSON     BAGLEY, 

Governor    of  Michigan    from 
1873    to    1877,    was    born    in 
Medina,   Orleans   Co.,   N.  Y., 
July  24, 1832.    His  father,  John 
Bagley,  was  a   native  of  New 
Hampshire,  his   mother,  Mary  M. 
Bagley,    of   Connecticut.     He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  eight  years 
old,  at  which  time  his  father  moved 
.   Constantine,    Mich.,    and    he    at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  that 
village.     His    early    experience   was 
like  that  of  many  country  boys  whose 
parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
to    the    newer   portion   of  the  West. 
His  father  being  in  very  poor  circum- 
stances, Mr.  B.  was  obliged  to  work 
as  soon  as   he   was    able   to   do   so. 
Leaving  school  when  13  years  of  age 
he  entered  a  country  store  in  Constan- 
tine as   clerk.     His   father   then   re- 
moved toOwosso,Mich.,andhe  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a   storq.     From 
early  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
and'devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
such  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
his  reach.     In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  tobacco   manufactory   and 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 

In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  tobacco.     His  estabUshment  has  become 


one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  the 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  retiring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  committee. 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  hear  and  consider  any  new 
thought,  from  whatever  source  it  may  come,  but  was  not 
bound  by  any  religious  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  respect  all  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system   of    education.     It    was    principally 
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through  his  exertions  that  the  State  University  was 
founded.     Mr.  B.'s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 

As  Governor  his  administration  was  charac- 
terized by  several  important  features,  chief  among 
which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  State  by  increasing 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studies, by  strengthening  the  hold 
of  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  change  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
others  were  an  almost  complete  revolution  in  the 
management  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  law, taking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  proved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  upon  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the  record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "  attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opportunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  able  and 
cultured  brain,  the  will  and  the  power  to  do,  he 
asked  his  fellow  citizen  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
labor  for  them.     Self  entered  not  into  the  calculation. 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others ;  and  lie  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papers  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions,  and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him : 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  abouC 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year?' 
He  turned  at  once  and  said:  "I  do  not  know,  sir;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  I  hope  I  gave  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  more 
next  year  than  I  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  Sree 
and  spontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  best  authors.  Biog-^ 
raphy  was  his  delight;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Work  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

Li  all  questions  of  business  or  public  affairs  he 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
the  nut  in  the  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  than 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  what 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  value 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
his  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
to  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome.  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Claus.  Every  Christma.; 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking' 
the  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Christmas  story, 
closing  the  entertainment  with  "The  Night  Before 
Christmas,"  or  Dickens's  '*  Christmas  Caroi." 
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HARLES  M.  CROSWELL, 
^Governor  of    Michigan   from 
^Jan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.    i,   i88t, 
was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1825. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  John  and 
Sallie    (Hicks)   Croswell     His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction,  was  a  paper-maker, 
and  carried  on  business  in  New 
York  City.     His   ancestors   on 
his  mother's  side  were  of  Knicker- 
bocker   descent.      The      Croswell 
family    may    be   found   connected 
with  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
tence of  the  Republic.    Harry  Cros- 
well,  during  the  administration  of 
President  Jefferson,  pubUshed  a  pa- 
per  called   the   Balance^  and    was 
prosecuted  for  libeling  the  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
He  was  defended  by  the  celebrated 
Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
km  d  the  case  establised  the  important  ruling  that 
the  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.     Another 
member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
ous editor  of  the  Albany  Argus;  also.  Rev.  William 
Croswell,  noted  as  a  divine  and  poet. 

When  Charles  M.  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
his  father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Hudson 
River,  at  Newburg  ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
ing that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died,— 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
family,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon  the  death 


of  his  father  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
1837,  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diligently  for 
four  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du 
ties  of  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1852.  In  1854,  betook  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  at  Jack- 
son in  that  year,  which  put  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican State  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  present  Chief- Jus- 
tice Cooley,  whicli  continued  until  the  removal  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croswell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  the  spring  of  the  same  year ;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  to  represent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  1866,  during  each  term  filling  the  posi- 
tions above  mentioned.  Among  various  reports  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
death  penalty,  and  another  against  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coin, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  may 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instrument  ratified  by  Michigan. 
In  1863,  from  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  in  favor  of  the  Proclarna- 
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tion  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men  ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proposed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1872,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi- 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  practical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Governor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
by  acclamation,  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  have  ever 
distinguished  him,  both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  **  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life,  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.  In  February,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities.  She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  1868,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Governor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
business  difficulties,  for  which  his  unfaiHng  pru- 
dence and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Gov- 
ernor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  of 
like  political  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  who 
differ  from  him  in  this  regard. 

During  Gov.  Croswell's  administration  the  pubhc 
debt  was  greatly  reduced ;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations; laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribrery  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  opened 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building.  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distruction  of 
both  life  and  property  was    prevented   at   that  time. 


QO  VERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


X65 


'§^^^T. 


t^^^^^% 


-^^^^ 


»» 


t'^g^^. 


DAVID  H.  JEROME,  Gover- 
^nor  of  from  Jan.  i,  1881,  to 
Jan.  I,  1883,  was  born  at  De- 
troit, Mich.,  Nov.  17,  1829. 
His  parents  emigrated  to 
Michigan  from  Trumansburg, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1828, 
locating  at  Detroit.  His  father 
died  March  30,  1831,  leaving 
nine  children.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  and  four  of  the 
children  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring of  his  first  union.  Of  the 
five  children  by  his  second  marriage,  David  H.  was 
the  youngest.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome's  death,  his 
widow  moved  back  to  New  York  and  settled  in 
Onondaga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1834,  the  four  sons  by  the  first  wife 
continuing  their  residence  in  Michigan.  In  the  fall 
of  1834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to  Michigan, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  St.  Clair  County.  Here  the 
Governor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
ling integrity  that  have  been  so  characteristic  of  the 
man  in  the  active  duties  of  life.  He  was  sent  to  the 
district  school,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teachers,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.  In  the  meantime  he  did  chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  heart 
/  and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.  The 
heavy  labor  of  the  farm  was  carried  on  by  his  two 


older  brothers,  Timothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother's  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  Hved  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  While  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  gubernatorial  convention  in  1880.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fall  of  his  i6th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
m  hauling  logs  in  the  pine  woods.  The  next  summer 
he  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  H.  Miles  being  Clerk  in  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  i848-'49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  employers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  1 849- '50,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
his  brother  "Tiff"  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  "Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and*  freight  traffic  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  latter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  known  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  over  which 
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vessels  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  conceived  the  idea  of  towing  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men, — 
among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  80,000 
bushels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,''  a  vessel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  the 
spring  of  1851,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  *'Franklin  Moore"  and  ''Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  ''Prince- 
ton," running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
Dy  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  ownerSj  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  planned  and  put  a  tunnel  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  dry 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
Kew  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  his  absence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  ana  in 
1854  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  brothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1855  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  When  the  Repub- 
iican  party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  David  H. 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members.*'  In  1862,  he*vas  om- 
missioned  by  Gov.  Austii;  Blair  te  raise  one  of  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  at  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  rime  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciring,  and  resulted 
in  the  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renominated  and  elected  both  times  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defearing  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
Mome  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  1865  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecuUve  years.  In  1873,  ^^^  was  ap])oinced  by  ' 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
a  new  State  Consritution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  I876  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  commission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  the 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  exisring  difficukies.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho, 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  on  the  5  th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.  His  opponent  was  Freder- 
ick M.  Holloway  of  Hillsdale  County,  wh^  was  suo- 
ported  by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  of 
election  day,  it  was  found  that  David  H.  Jerome  had 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  to 
occupy   the   highest    position   within   theii    gift. 
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OSIAH    W.    BEGOLE,    the 

present    (1883),    Governor    of 
Michigan  was  born  in  Living- 
ston, County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.    20, 
18 15.     His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  and  settled  at 
an   early  period  in  the  State  of 
Maryland.  His  grandfather,  Capt. 
BoUes,  of  that  State,  was  an  ofifi- 
cer  in  the  American  army  during 
1    the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  present  cent- 
ury both  his  grandparents,   having 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  although    slave- 
holders   themselves,   emigrated   to 
Livingston    County,    N.    Y.,    then 
a  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
number  of  their  former  slaves,  who 
volunteered   to    accompany   them. 
His  father   was    an  officer   in   the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  181 2. 
Mr.  B.  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
Academy,  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y.     Being  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  whose  parents  were  in  moder- 
ate though  comfortable  circumstances,  he  was  early 
taught  habits  of  industry,  and  when  21  years  of  age, 
being  ambitious  to  better  his  condition  in  life,  he  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  as  it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1836,  he  left  the  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  city  of  Flint.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  this  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  as  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one, 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  his  youth,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com- 
petence, Mr,  Begole  ascribes  largely  his  success  in 
life.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was, 
in  1856,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiting 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers'  families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by  a  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  was  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  later  he  was  a  member  in  Congress 
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Gov.  Begole  voted  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same. 

In  1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  body  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.  He  took  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  view  of  the  importance  of  a  new  capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted  the  bill  for  the 
same,  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1872,  and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  and  inform  Gen.  Grant  and  Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.  It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish  of  his  many 
friends,  he  was  induced  to  offer  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  after  competing  for 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.  In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.  Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and  upon  the 
only  subject  recommended  by  the  President  in  his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;  he  took  an  efficient  though  an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remonetization  of 
silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
policy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacker." 

In  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  1882,  Mr.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  154,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,  Hon.  David  H.  Jerome, 


receiving  149,697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Flint  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican paper  m  Gov.  Begole's  own  county,  and  it, 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign, 
which  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster^ 
ling  worth : 

"  So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur- 
pose nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.  He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies.  He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  making  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  words.  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
Mr.  Begole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  tc- 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that  he 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  prove  a 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
crats and  Greenbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
to  the  action  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  such  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarrehng  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  to  an  agent  in  the  "|bumt  district "  a  letter,  from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence: 
"Until  the  differences  between  the  two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.  Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money."     This   displays  his    true    character. 
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of  Michigan  for  the  term  com- 
mencing Jan.  1,  1885,  was 
born  in  Lafayette  Township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
1836.  Having  lived  a  tem- 
perate life,  he  is  a  comparative 
young  man  in  appearance,  and  pos- 
sesses those  mental  faculties  that  are 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  oi 
robust,  mature  and  educated  man- 
hood. When  1 1  years  of  age  both 
his  parents  died,  leaving  him  with  a 
younger  brother  and  sister  to  sup- 
port and  without  any  of  the  substan- 
tial means  of  existence.  Lacking  the  opportunity  of 
better  employment,  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Eichfield, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  the  succeeding 
seven  years,  saving  money  enough  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses at  Richfield  Academy  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  obtained  a  very  good  English  education, 
and  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
quent winters.  In  1857  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  Wolcott  &  Upson  at  Akron,  re- 
maining until  March,  1859,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court.  He  then 
removed  to  Cleveland,  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
Otis  &  Coffinbury,  where  he  remained  several 
months.  Here  he  continued  his  studies  with  in- 
creased zeal,  and  did  much  general  reading.  Hard 
study  and  close  confinement  to  office  work,  however, 
began  to  tell  on  his  constitution,  and  failing  health 
warned  him  that  he   must  seek  other  occupation, 


He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  law  and  re- 
moved to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops 
for  the  war,  Mr.  Alger  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mich. 
Cav.  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.  His  record  as 
a  cavalry  officer  was  brilliant  and  honorable  to 
himself  and  his  company.  He  participated  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the  rebellion  and  waf 
twice  wounded.  His  first  injury  was  received  ir 
the  battle  of  Booneville,  Miss.,  July  2,  1862. 
His  conduct  in  this  engagement  was  so  distin- 
guished that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Major.  On  the  same  occasion  his  Colonel,  the 
gallant  Phil.  Sheridan,  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General.  A  few  months  later,  on  the 
16th  of  October,  Major  Alger  became  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Mich.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
with  his  regiment  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
After  marked  service  in  the  early  campaign  of  1863, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  June  2  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Mich.  Cav.  His 
regiment  at  this  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan cavalry  brigade.  On  the  6th  of  July  occurred 
the  battle  of  Boonesboro,  Md.  In  this  conflict  he 
was  again  wounded.  His  health  received  a  more 
than  temporary  impairment,  and  in  October,  1864, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  service.  His 
career  as  a  soldier  included  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contests  of  the  war.  He  was  an  active  charac- 
ter in  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  the 


174 


RUSSELL  A.  ALGER. 


Potomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
land by  Gen.  Lee  in  1863,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occurred  while  he  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  QQ  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  '^gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  duty,  Gen.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  armies  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  & 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Manistique  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  &  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  the  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  has 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  j)arty  and  his  countrj'. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  a  busy  man  of  affairs.  His  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  army  life,  and  although 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a  fine  forehead,  rather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
giay  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
attired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high  buttoned  cutaway 


frock  coat,  with  the  predominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel.  He  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  best  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how-busy  he  may  be,  he  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  always  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  always  at  his 
office  promptly  in  the  morning  and  stays  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.     In 
business  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.     He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  al. 
his  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.     Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits,  Gen.  Alger  has  yet  found  time  for 
general  culture.     He  owns  a  large  library  and    his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it   is 
reliable.     His  collection  of  paintings   has  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of   ' 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.     His  team 
of  bays  are  perhaps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  family.  His  wife 
was  Annette  H.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  marrie(? 
April  2,  1861.  She  is  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  children.  Fay, 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tall 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  a  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  the  past  yeat 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  11 ;  Fred,  aged  9,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  All  are 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street^  ^t  the  corner  of  First  street,  Detroit. 
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YRUS  GRAY  LUCE,  the 
present  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, combines  in  his  charac- 
ter the  substantial  traits  of 
the  New  England  ancestry 
of  his  father,  and  the  chival- 
rous and  hospitable  elements 
to  the  Southerners,  which 
came  to  him  from  his  mother's  side  of 
the  house.  The  New  Englanders,  act- 
ive in  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
after  this  desired  result  was  accom- 
plished, turned  their  attention  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constitutea  independent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  up  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  the  subject  of  this  history, 
are  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  Luce  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Northern  Ohio.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va. 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  the  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomforta- 
ble as  an  abiding-place  at  that  time,  and  accord- 
ingly, with  his  wife  and  family  of  young  children. 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio.  There  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1819, 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  continued  residents  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  1836.  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons,  Cyrus  G.  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov.  Luce  were 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  farms  in  that  new  country.     He   was 
taught  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and    to    make  himself   useful  around  the  pioneer 
homestead.     When  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.     This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  privations  which  the 
family  experienced,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  but  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scarce,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  in  com- 
mon with  other  boys,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  log   school-house,  and  in  summer  as- 
sisted in   clearing  away   the   forests,    fencing   the 
fields  and  raising  crops  after  the  land  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  terms  an  academy  located  at  On- 
tario, Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observation 
added  essentially  to  his  limited  school  privileges. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth-dressing  and  wool-carding 
establishment,    where    Cyrus   G.    acquired  a    full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  had 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  become  interested  in  local 
politics,  in  which  he  displayed  rare  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,  in 
1848,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
for  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature.     He 
made  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  defeated  by  eleven 
majority.     This  incident  was  but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of  his  life,  and  that  same  year 
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Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  entered  upon,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  1849,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  five  cliildren,  one  now  deceased. 

In  ]SiOveml)er,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  of  Bron- 
son,  this  State.  He  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  had  been 
considerably  extended,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  1 852  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
two  years  later,  in  1854,  was  elected  Representative  to 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.  He  served  his  township  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1860.  In  1864  he  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1866.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.  To  the  duties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislatwre  his  name  appears 
upon  every  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  State  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  re-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 
and  one-half  years.  In  the  management  of  the 
duties  of  this  office  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  was  not  sought  by  him,  but  the  Governor 


urged  him  to  accept  it,  claiming  that  the  office  was 
the  most  difficult  he  had  to  fill,  and  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  ability.  He  organized 
the  State  into  districts,  appointed  an  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  neaily  one-half,  and  in  every  way  managed 
the  affairs  of  the  office  so  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
$32,000.49. 

In  August  of  the  year  1886  Mr.  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  of 
Michigan  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  L.  Yaple.  In 
1874  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
ers' organization  known  as  the  Grange,  Believing 
as  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  education  and  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing this  result.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  Master  of  the  State  Grange  but  resigned  the 
position  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agricultural  or 
affairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his  chief  characteristics.  As  a  farmer,  legislator, 
executive  officer,  and  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  affairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen, 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success. 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit  ir_ 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  s«nse.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally,  Gov.  Cyrus  G.  Luce  is  high-minded, 
intellectual  and  affable,  the  object  of  man}^ 
and  warm  friendships,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  fitting  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations  of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duty  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  seen, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  State  and  Nation. 
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EDWIN  B.  WINANS, 
who  began  his  duties  as 
Governor  of  Michigan, 
January  1,  1891,  is  a  son 
of  the  Empire  State,  of 
which  his  parents  also  were 
natives.  From  German  ancestry  on 
the  father's  side,  he  derives  the  in- 
stincts of  frugality  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  ways  and  means,  and 
these  are  strengthened  by  the  sub- 
stantial traits  of  the  Puritan  fore- 
fathers of  his  mother.  Both  lines 
have  transmitted  to  him  the  love 
of  country  and  home  that  has  led 
thousands  into  untrodden  wilds  where  they  miglit 
secure  that  which  would  be  for  the  future  good  of 
themselves  and  posterity. 

John  and  Eliza  (Way)  Winans  removed  from 
New  York,  to  this  State  in  1834,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Livingston  County,  where  the  boyhood  of 
Grov.  Winans  was  passed.  He  was  about  eight 
years  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal,  having  been 
born  at  Avon,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  May  16, 
1826.  Up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  attended 
the  district  school,  and  he  then  entered  Albion 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1850. 
The  excitement  attendant  upon  the  discovery  of 


gold  in  California  had  not  died  out,  and  young 
Winans  felt  a  strong  desire  to  visit  the  coast  and 
try  his  fortune  in  the  mines.  He  decided  in  favor 
of  the  overland  route,  crossed  the  plains  in  safety, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  eight  years  in  seeking  the 
precious  metal — a  quest  that  was  fairly  successful. 

Returning  to  Livingston  County,  this  State,  Mr. 
Winans  bought  land  and  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. He  has  retained  the  farm  as  his  home  through 
all  the  changes  various  official  positions  have 
brought  him,  and  joyfully  returned  to  it  whenever 
his  faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  would  allow. 
His  estate  now  includes  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  buildings  of  the  best  construction  and  modern 
design.  In  connection  with  general  farming  Gov. 
Winans  has  given  considerable  attention  to  raising 
stock  of  high  grades,  and  his  understanding  of 
agriculture  in  its  various  departments  is  broad  and 
deep.  He  believes  that  his  success  in  political  life 
is  largely  due  to  his  thorough  identification  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State  and  no  doubt 
he  is  right. 

The  public  career  of  Gov.  Winans  began  in  1860, 
when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  served  two  consecutive 
terms,  covering  the  period  from  1860  to  1865.  In 
1867  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
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yention  of  the  State,  and  in  1876  lie  was  elected 
Probate  Judge  of  Livingston  County  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  The  next  important  position  occu- 
pied by  Gov.  Winans  was  that  of  Congressman  dur- 
ing the  Forty-eighth  and  Forty-ninth  Congresses, 
representing  the  Sixth  District.  It  was  always  his 
lot  to  be  nominated  for  office  when  the  Democratic 
party  was  decidedly  in  the  minority,  but  such  were 
his  personal  characteristics  and  his  reputation  as 
one  interested  in  the  welfare  of  that  great  class, 
the  farmers,  that  in  every  case  he  made  a  successful 
race.  When  he  was  put  up  for  Congress  the  oppo- 
sition had  a  majority  in  the  district  of  three-  thou- 
sand votes,  but  he  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of 
thirty.  While  in  Congress  he  took  an  active  part 
in  all  measures  tending  to  the  public  good  and 
served  on  the  Committees  on  Agriculture  and  Pen- 
sions. In  the  fall  of  1891  his  name  headed  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  he  was  elected  Governor  of 
the  State. 

In  his  private  life  Gov.  Winans  has  been  as  ex- 
emplary as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  useful 
and  influential.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  in  his  religious  faith  and 
practice  has  the  close  sympathy  of  his  wife,  who 
belongs  to  the  same  society.  His  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Hamburg,  Livingston  County,  in 
1855,  his  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Galloway,  who 


was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  she  still  calls  home, 
as  it  was  bought  of  her  father  by  Gov.  Winans. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Haight) 
Galloway,  who  are  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Livingston  County,  whither  they  came 
from  New  York.  She  is  an  educated,  refined  woman, 
whose  mental  attainments  and  social  qualities  fit 
her  for  the  position  which  she  occupies  as  hostess 
of  the  Gubernatorial  mansion.  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Winans  have  two  sons,  George  G  ,  who  is  now  act- 
ing as  his  father's  private  secretary,  and  Edwin  B., 
Jr.,  a  graduate  of  West  Point. 

Gov.  Winans  has  in  former  years  shown  himself 
capable  of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  a  worthy 
object,  are  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  State.  Although  it  is  ^f ten 
said  that  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  judge  of  a  man  until 
his  career  is  closed,  yet  Gov.  Winans  has  acted  his 
part  so  well  thus  far  in  life  that  he  is  confidently 
expected  to  add  to  the  credit  that  already  belongs 
to  the  great  commonwealth  of  Michigan,  and  which 
to  a  certain  extent  lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  and  are  its  chief  executives.  Among  his 
personal  characteristics  are  those  of  a  love  of  truth, 
justice  and  progress,  and  a  cordial,  kindly  spirH 
which  makes  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents. 


KALAMAZOO,  ALLEGAN, 


AND 


VAN  BUREN  COUNTIES, 


MICHIGAN. 


©> 


<b) 


m  INT^RODUQTORY. 


-e-l- 


'-^1 


|HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
if  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th'^j  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.^  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone :  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live?^ 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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<|  j^ILLIAM  AVP:RY  house.  The  rapid 
growth  of  Kalamazoo  is  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  number  of  able  and  honor- 
able men  who  have  from  time  to  time  sought  a  home 
within  its  limits  and  contributed  generously  to  the 
development  of  its  resources.  Such  a  one  is  the 
subject  ol  this  brief  biographical  notice,  and  the 
original  of  the  portrait  on  the  opposite  page,  of 
whom,  when  he  passed  away,  it  was  the  universal 
testimony  of  his  fellow-citizens,  "Take  him  all  in 
all,  we  have  lost  our  best  man."  His  death,  which 
resulted  from  accident  December  8,  1881,  removed 
from  the  city  a  gentleman  unswerving  in  his  de- 
votion to  its  interest  and  in  his  support  of  its  in- 
stitutions. 

Our  subject  was  the  son  of  Hubbard  and  Aphia 
(Johnson)  House,  natives  of  Vermont.  Sincere 
Christians  by  example  and  precept,  they  trained 
their  children  for  responsible  positions  in  life. 
William  Avery  House  was  born  in  Moretown, 
Washington  County ,Vt.,  July  24, 1821.  When  quite 
young,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Glenns  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  Clyde,  Wayne  County,  the 
same  State,  where  he  remained  until  1837.  Mean- 
while he  enjoyed  the  ordinary  school  advantages  of 
those  times,  and  under  the  training  of  his  father,  a 
man  of  Christian  principles,  firm  in  character  and 
generous  in  heart,  he  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood. 
In  1837,  our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Michigan  and  located  on  new  land  two  miles  from 
the  present  village  of  Otsego.  He  endured  all  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life  and  aided  in  the  support 


of  the  familj^  Two  years  after  settling  on  the 
place,  they  removed  to  a  home  which  the  father 
had  purchased  in  Otsego,  and  for  several  years 
thereafter  our  subject  was  employed  with  his  team 
in  drawing  flour  from  the  Otsego  mills  to  Kalama- 
zoo. Regularly,  each  day  except  Sunday,  he  came 
with  his  load  and  usually  returned  home  with 
merchandise  for  the  Otsego  dealers. 

When  after  a  time  the  way  opened  for  Mr. 
House  to  become  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  village  stores, 
his  courteous  dealings  with  his  customers,  and 
obliging  manners,  won  him  popularity.  He  soon 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  B.  Porter  and  together 
they  conducted  a  successful  dry-goods  business  in 
Otsego.  When  he  was  twenty-four,  he  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  1845,  with  Miss  Emeline  A.  Beck- 
with,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  his  death. 
Two  of  the  children  born  of  the  union  died  in 
childhood  and  the  third,  Arabella  Sophia,  became 
Mrs.  Leroy  Cahill,  and  died  September  22,  1874, 
so  that  of  a  once  happy  circle  but  one  remains.  The 
widow  finds  consolation  not  in  the  houses  and  lands 
which  are  hers,  but  in  the  thought  that  she  will  meet 
her  loved  ones  once  more,  in  the  land  where  Death 
never  comes. 

For  nine  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  House 
made  his  home  in  Otsego,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  time  engaged  in  managing  the  Otsego  mills 
and  in  building  a  part  of  the  plank  road  between 
Kalamazoo  and  Grand  Rapids.  In  1854  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
ever  afterward   resided.     Prior  to  the  war  he  en- 
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gaged  in  business  operations  which  required  his 
almost  constant  presence  in  the  South  and  during 
his  travels  he  was  usually  accompanied  by  his 
wife.  The  opening  of  the  war  compelled  him  to 
close  his  business,  although  not  without  a  consid- 
erable loss.  In  1860  he  returned  to  Kalamazoo 
and  a  year  after  built  the  handsome  block  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Burdick  Streets,  which  bears 
his  name. 

In  1867,  Mr.  House  entered  into  partnership 
with  Messrs.  C.  H.  Booth  and  Beach  Hall,  as  gen- 
eral real-estate  and  insurance  agents,  and  after  the 
withdrawal  of  Mr.  Hall,  the  firm  thus  modified 
continued  until  the  fall  of  1874.  The  death  of 
his  daughter  caused  Mr.  House  to  sever  his  connec- 
tion with  the  firm,  and  in  company  with  his  wife 
he  spent  some  time  in  traveling.  A  few  years  later, 
in  connection  with  his  son-in-law,  Capt.  Leroy 
Cahill,  he  commenced  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing agricultural  implements,  which  he  con- 
ducted successfully  until  his  death.  While 
thus  engaged  he  gave  employment  to  scores  of 
men  in  the  city  and  also  to  many  traveling 
salesmen. 

On  the  evening  of  December  8,  1881,  while  at 
his  barn,  Mr.  House  was  so  severely  kicked  by  one 
of  his  horses  which  he  was  exercising  that  he 
soon  after  died.  His  sudden  taking  away  caused 
the  greatest  consternation  in  the  city,  for  it  was 
recognized  that  Kalamazoo  had  lost  one  of  her 
best  and  most  valued  citizens,  one  who  had  been 
active  in  business  and  social  circles  as  well  as  in 
church  and  charitable  measures.  He  had  filled  the 
position  of  Village  Trustee  for  many  years,  also 
served  on  the  Board  of  Education,  and  was  always 
able,  eflScientand  valuable  in  those  capacities.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  Republicans  of  Michigan, 
and  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which  met 
"under  the  oaks"  at  Jackson.  During  the  war  he 
was  a  stanch  Union  man  and  remained  throughout 
his  life  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
In  his  death  the  poor  and  needy  lost  a  friend,  who 
had  often  cheerfully  aided  them. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 11,  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  faithful  member.  The  capacities  of 
the  church  were  taxed  to  their  utmost  to  accommo- 


date his  friends,  who  paid  the  last  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  one  they  loved.  His  friend  and  pastor. 
Rev.  C.  O.  Brown,  delivered  the  memorial  address, 
which  was  a  lofty  and  eloquent  eulogy  of  the 
virtues  of  the  departed.  Afterward  the  remains 
were  borne  to  the  grave,  and,  surrounded  by  the 
relatives,  employes,  and  members  of  various  civic 
organizations,  were  committed  to  the  ground. 
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EDWARD  MARGESON.  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  was  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  his 
natal  day  being  in  1827.  He  is  the  son  of  Ca- 
leb and  Lavina  Margeson,  and  is  at  present  resid- 
ing on  section  32,  Ganges  Township,  Allegan 
County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  cultivating  forty 
acres  of  excellent  land.  He  devotes  some  time  and 
attention  to  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery,  his 
advice  being  much  sought  after  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Lavina  Marge- 
son,  the  father  a  native  of  Essex  County,  N.  J., 
where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  The  elder  Mr.  Margeson  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  from  New  York, 
where  they  located  in  Steuben  County.  When 
reaching  years  when  it  became  necessary  for  him 
to  choose  an  occupation,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  which  he  followed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  never  leaving  the  State  of  New  York. 

In  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  the  parents  of  our 
subject  were  married,  his  mother's  maiden  name 
being  Lavina  Beard.  Their  union  was  blest  by 
the  birth  of  nine  children.  In  religious  matters 
they  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Caleb 
Margeson  died  in  1831,  his  good  wife  surviving  him 
about  fifteen  years.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  Thomas  and  Mary  Margeson,  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey.  Thomas  M.  was  a  son  of  the 
noted  Margeson  who  came  to  the  New  World  in 
the  "Mayflower." 

Our  subject  began  making  his  own  living  by 
working  out  on  a  farm  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
Later,  for  seven  years,  he  was  steersman  on  the 
Erie  Canal,  and  in  1862,  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  at  once  in  Allegan  County.  Four  years 
later  he  came  to  Ganges  Township  where  he  now 
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owns  a  good  farm.  February  16,  1862,  he  was 
married  to  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza 
(Baird)  Ward,  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
farmers  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Margeson  had  twelve 
brothers  and  sisters.  By  her  marriage  with  our 
subject,  she  became  the  mother  of  a  daughter, 
Laura,  who  died  when  only  three  years  of  age. 

February  28, 1865,  Mr.  Margeson  entered  the  Un- 
ion Army,  enlisting  in  Company  I,  Tenth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Sheridan.  He 
remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  November  11,  1865.  Again  returning  to 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life,  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  devoted  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
property.  He  has  given  some  study  to  the  veter- 
inary surgeon's  art,  and  has  been  extremely  suc- 
cessful in  his  practice  in  this  region. 

Mr.  Margeson  is  a  member  of  Jacob  Fry  Post,  No. 
46,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is.  Republican  in  politics.  With 
his  wife,  he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 


<<a  MLLI  AM  B.  ANDREWS.  Men  of  strict  in- 
\/\///  ^^S^^^^y  ^^  character,  whose  lives  are  guided 
)^^  by  prudence  and  principle,  are  valued  mem- 
bers of  any  community,  whose  best  riches  they  con- 
stitute. Such  a  one  is  the  subject  of  this  brief  no- 
tice, who  is  influential  in  the  farming  circles  of 
Allegan  County,  and  makes  his  home  on  section  3, 
Watson  Township.  A  native  of  New  York,  he  was 
born  in  Genesee  County,  June  30,  1830,  and  when 
only  four  years  old  was  taken  to  Ohio  by  his  par- 
ents, Norton  and  Caroline  (Root)  Andrews,  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  His  father,  who  followed 
the  calling  of  a  farmer,  was  thus  engaged  in  Cuya- 
hoga County,  Ohio,  and  Allegan  County,  this  State, 
whither  he  removed  in  1855,  settling  on  an  unim- 
proved farm  on  section  3.  His  death  occurred 
here  at  the  age  of  seventy  five,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  when  seventy-three. 

The  parental  family  comprises  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  attained  to  mature  years,  and  four 
are  now  living,  namely:  Willard;  Delia,  wife  of 
Albert  Lane;  Jane,    who   married    Job    Reynolds, 


and  William  B.  The  last-named  son  received  his 
education  in  Ohio,  and  accompanied  his  parents  in 
their  removal  to  Michigan,  settling  with  them  on 
the  place  which  he  now  owns.  The  year  follow- 
ing his  arrival  in  Michigan,  in  1856,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Avis  Ann  Round,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
who  came  to  Michigan  when  she  was  a  small  child. 
This  estimable  lady  was  a  devoted  wife  and  tender 
mother,  and  her  death,  in  1886,  proved  a  deep  be- 
reavement to  her  family  and  friends.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Charles,  who  married 
Bertha  Donwell;  Frank,  who  was  united  with 
Sarah  Dodge;  Eva  May,  the  wife  of  Fred  Edgel, 
of  Hopkins,  Township;  and  Martha  May,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Andrews  was  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  he  now  owns  only 
half  that  amount,  the  remaining  eighty  acres  hav- 
ing been  given  to  his  son  Cliajies.  He  carries  on 
a  general  farming  and  stock-raising  business,  and 
through  the  exercise  of  good  judgment  and  great 
energy,  has  been  successful.  While  he  has  been 
prospered  financially,  he  has  also  gained  the  good- 
will and  confidence  of  those  with  whom  business  or 
social  intercourse  has  brought  him  m  contact,  and 
is  everywhere  esteemed  as  an  upright  and  indus- 
trious man.  In  his  political  views,  he  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  not 
an  office-seeker,  preferring  the  quiet  discharge  of 
his  individual  duties  to  the  excitement  of  political 
life. 


^E 
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ENRY  FORD,  who  has  been  a  prominent 
man  in  the  political  and  local  affairs  of  his 
community  for  a  number  of  years,  is  the 
?^  owner  of  a  fine  fruit  farm  near  Lawton,  in 
Antwerp  Township,  Van  Buren  County.  He  is  a 
native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
February  11,  1825.  His  parents  were  Davis  F. 
and  Mary  (Townsend)  Ford,  who  were  of  English 
and  Irish  descent.  The  father  was  born  April  2, 
1791,  and  the  mother  June  7,  1796,  the  former 
being  a  farmer  by  occupation.  To  this  worthy 
couple  eleven  children  were  born,  seven  sons  and 
four    daughters,   as  follows:  Harry,  Benjamin  A.; 
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Phoebe  E.,  wife  of  Milton  Pemberton;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Charles  Campbell;  Harriet,  who  married 
Peter  P.  Bush;  and  Charles  T.,  John  P.,  William 
J.,  David  F.,  Townsend  and  Margaret,  all  the 
last-named  being  deceased.  The  parents  of  this 
family  died  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  the  father  on 
May  8,  1863,  and  the  mother  June  16,  1861. 

Our  subject  was  educated  principally  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  county,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  became  a  clerk  for  the  Southfield 
Furnace  Company,  for  whom  he  worked  faithfully 
for  a  number  of  years.  By  his  diligent  and  careful 
attention  to  his  duties,  he  gained  the  confidence  of 
his  employers  and  April  1,  1849,  was  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  business.  He  occupied 
this  position  successfully  for  fifteen  years,  but  in 
1866  the  business  changed  hands  and  he  removed 
to  Lawton,  Mich.  Here  he  took  charge  of  the 
Lawton  Furnace  until  October  15,  1874,  when,  the 
interest  being  purchased  by  other  parlies,  he  be- 
came manager  of  the  Bangor  Furnace  Company,  in 
Van  Buren  County,  which  manufactured  on  an 
average  thirty-eight  tons  of  iron  per  day.  In  1880, 
Mr.  Ford  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Law- 
ton,  in  which  he  was  employed  until  1888,  when  he 
sold  out  and  bought  his  present  place  of  sixty-five 
acres,  which  is  mostly  in  fruit,  such  as  grapes, 
apples,  peaches  and  raspberries. 

Mr.  Ford  represented  the  Twelfth  District,  con- 
sisting of  Van  Buren  and  Cass  Counties,  in  the 
State  Senate  in  the  session  of  1881  and  1882,  being 
elected  by  a  vote  of  seven  thousand  and  seventy- 
seven  to  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-nine. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor  while  he 
was  living  in  New  York,  but  has  been  a  firm  Re- 
publican ever  since  the  formation  of  that  party. 
He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  some  six 
years.  Township  Trustee  of  Antwerp  Township  for 
two  years,  and  is  at  present  President  of  the 
Town  Council.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
Templars  and  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  now 
holding  the  oflfice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Law- 
ton.  Mr.  Ford  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Kate  Coffey,  to  whom  he  was 
united  June  7,  1847,  and  who  died  April  3,  1881, 
leaving  one  child,  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Ford  was  again  married,  in  1882,  this  time  to 


Florence  Smith.  Mrs.  Ford  was  born  in  Michigan, 
January  20,  1859,  her  parents,  Louisa  and  Jesse 
Smith,  being  early  settlers  of  this  State.  They 
had  a  family  of  four  children,  namely:  Julia,  Jesse, 
Charles  H.  and  Florence.  The  father  died  in  1862 
and  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Lawton.  She  is  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  hold  a  high  position 
in  society  and  in  the  estimation  of  all  with  whom 
they  are  associated. 


^^- 


bAFAYETTE  MEACHEN  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  17,  Law- 
rence Township,  Van  Buren  County.  He 
was  born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
28,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Calvin  and  Polly  Mea- 
chen.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  came  West  to 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  when  our  subject  was  about 
eight  years  of  age.  There  he  purchased  a  farm 
upon  which  our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood.^ 
receiving  but  a  limited  education. 

Lafayette  Meachen  began  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world  when  attaining  his  eighteenth  year, 
having  bought  his  time  of  his  father.  On  reaching 
his  majority,  he  had  a  good  team  of  his  own-  He 
was  married  October  13,  1848,  to  Miss  Deborah 
Johnson,  of  Medina  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Meachen 
was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  Ireland,  October 
2,  1821,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  four  children:  Mary  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  when  six  years  of  age;  Deborah, 
who  was  born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  November 
1,  1851,  married  Prosper  Manchester,  a  farmer  of 
Gratiot  County,  this  State,  and  has  five  children; 
Annie,  who  died  when  about  six  years  of  age,  and 
Gray  lord,  also  deceased. 

In  1852  our  subject  came  to  Lawrence  Township, 
Van  Buren  County,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
wood  land.  His  father  had  previously  come  to 
Arlington  Township,  same  county,  where  he  be- 
came the  possessor  of  forty  acres  of  land.  He  of 
whom  we  write  immediately  erected  a  log  house 
on  his  purchase,  into  which  he  moved  his  family 
and  began  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  his 
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estate.  He  has  since  added  eighty  acres  to  his 
property,  fifteen  of  which  is  devoted  to  an  orchard. 
In  1881,  lie  erected  liis  present  beautiful  residence, 
which  bears  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
modern  times.  Mr.  Meachen  is  a  self-made  man 
in  the  truest  sense  of  that  term,  and  is  ranked 
among  the  first-class  farmers  of  Van  Buren  County. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont.  Mrs.  Meachen  came 
to  America  when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
was  residing  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage.  She  is  a  very  worthy  and  esti- 
mable lady  and  has  aided  her  husband  greatly  in 
attaining  to  his  present  high  standing  in  the  agri- 
cultural community. 


^-^  AMUEL  A.  BENTLEY  is  a  retired  farmer, 
^^^  living  in  Allegan.  He  was  born  in  Mon- 
liL£->3'  ^^^  Township.  Monroe  County,  this  State 
September  27,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Amanda  (Barker)  Bentie3^  His  parents 
were  natives  of  England  and  Ohio,  respectively, 
and  James  Bentley  came  to  Monroe  County  as  early 
as  1803,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  The  father 
was  all  through  the  War  of  1812  and  was  within  one 
mjle  of  the  fort  at  Detroit  when  Hull  surrendered. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  in  the 
year  1800,  in  December.  She,  when  a  young  girl, 
came  to  Monroe,  Mich.,  with  her  mother  and  step- 
father, and  it  was  here  she  married  James  Bentley 
when  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  being  about 
thirty  years  old.  He  died  in  Monroe  County, 
in  1862,  aged  eighty-two  years;  his  good  wife 
survived  him  until  1889,  and  at  her  death  had 
reached  the  adviinced  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
James  Bentley  was  a  stanch  Harrison  man,  having 
served  under  that  general  in  the  army  of  the  War 
of  1812. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  large  family  of 
eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living:  our  sub- 
ject, James,  John,  Climena,  Malissa,  Eunice,  Will- 
iam, Amanda  and  Eliza.  Samuel  A.  Bentley  re- 
ceived his  education  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in  Monroe 
County,  Mich.,  at  the  same  time  being  well  trained 
in  farm  duties.     He  remained  an  inmate  of  the  par- 


ental home  until  reaching  his  majority,  then  began 
working  for  himself  by  renting  farms  and  tilling 
the  soil.  He  suffered  all  the  privations  of  the 
early  pioneer. 

In  1854  our  subject  came  to  Watson  Township, 
Allegan  County,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
heavily  timbered  land.  He  industriously  set 
about  clearing  his  tract  and  remained  upon  it  until 
1879,  when  he  went  to  Plainfield,  Kent  County, 
and  farmed  for  about  twelve  years.  In  1890  he 
returned  to  Allegan  Village  and  bought  where  he 
now  resides,  on  Depot  Street. 

Miss  Electa  Baird  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
in  1839.  She  was  a  native  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  and 
came  to  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  with  her  parents, 
Charles  and  Hannah  Baird.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living:  Elizabeth,  Abigail,  Lemuel,  Sam- 
uel, Charles,  Mary  and  George.  Mrs.  Bentley  died 
in  1864,  and  our  subject  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, the  lady  on  this  occasion  being  Mrs.  Sarah 
Baird,  daughter  of  Jared  and  Susan  (Hull)  Smith, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came  to  Michigan 
in  1836,  and  located  in  La  Salle  Township,  Monroe 
County,  where  they  engaged  in  farming  until 
their  death.  Mrs.  Sarah  Bentley  was  their  only 
child;  her  marriage  with  our  subject  took  place  in 
1872.  By  a  former  marriage,  she  had  become  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  son,  Erank  E.,  now  living 
in  Grand  Rapids.  In  politics,  Mr  .Bentley  was  or- 
iginally a  Whig,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Will- 
iam Henry  Harrison.  He  afterwards  became  a  Re- 
publican, but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 

Mr.  Bentley  was  the  second  white  male  child 
born  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  John  Anderson, 
who  was  about  three  months  older  than  Mr.  Bent- 
ley, was  born  in  French  Township,  Monroe  County, 
and  was  accidentally  shot  when  twelve  or  four- 
teen years  old,  so  that  our  subject  is  now  the  oldest 
native  of  Michigan  living.  He  relates  that 
during  the  hard  winter  of  1854-55,  deer  would 
come  into  their  yard  and  stand  while  the  hay  was 
being  thrown  out  to  the  cattle,  and  when  it  was  on 
the  ground  would  then  eat  with  them.  He  also 
remembers  seeing  wolves  come  to  the  house  in  the 
day  time,  when  his  mother  would  take  down  the 
old  musket  and  shoot   at  them.     Mr.  Bentley   is 
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a  very  interesting  conversationalist  and  can  relate 
many  tales  of  hardship  and  adventure  which  have 
made  a  lasting  impression  on  his  mind. 

Mrs.  Bentley,  the  present  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her 
father  was  a  farmer.  They  came  to  Michigan  in 
1836,  and  were  thus  early  settlers  here.  She  was 
given  a  good  education  and  taught  school  in  Mon- 
roe County.  In  the  early  days,  her  father  was  a 
Whig. 


ORAN  W.  ROWLAND,  a  resident  of  Paw 
Paw,  Van  Buren  County,  who  has  been 
quite  influential  in  various  ways  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  township  and  county,  was  born 
in  Savannah,  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  March  25, 
1839.  His  parents  when  Eber  and  Jerusha  (Fow- 
ler) Rowland,  both  natives  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  country  and 
his  father  being  a  miller,  he  was  about  the  mill  a 
great  deal.  When  about  fourteen,  he  came  to  Cal- 
houn County,  Mich.,  and  attended  a  common  dis- 
trict school  there,  having  attended  only  common- 
schools  in  his  native  State.  His  parents  soon  came 
to  Michigan  and  afterward,  in  1856,  settled  in 
Lawrence  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  and  our 
subject  journeyed  hither  and  helped  his  father  in  a 
mill.  When  nineteen,  he  began  teaching  school 
which  he  followed  winters  until  his  enlistment  in 
the  late  war. 

Mr.  Rowland  volunteered  in  Company  C,  Third 
Michigan  Cavalry,  September  17,1861.  He  saw  a 
good  deal  of  service  in  the  South  and  was  in  Missouri, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Lousiana,  Mississippi  and  Ar- 
kansas and  was  in  active  service  for  three  years  and 
nine  months.  He  was  in  the  hospital  from  April, 
1862,  to  September,  1862,  except  when  at  home  on  a 
thirty-day  furlough.  When  the  company  was  organ- 
ized, he  was  appointed  Sergeant  and  served  as  such 
and  Orderly-Sergeant  until  his  re-enlistment  in  1863 
when  he  received  a  commission  from  Gov.  Blair 
as  Second  Lieutenant,  in  Company  p],  of  the  same 
regiment  and,  in  1864,  was  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant  iii  Company  I;  the  following  year  as 


Captain  he  was  re-assigned  to  Company  C.  On  the 
22nd  of  September,  1861,  five  days  subsequent  to 
his  enlistment,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Benjamin,  of  Lawrence,  Van  Buren  County.  She 
was  born  at  Marshall,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1843,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Eunice  Hazard  Benjamin. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Rowland  from  the  army, 
he  engaged  in  the  milling  business  with  his  father 
for  six  months  and  then  began  teaching  school  in 
the  township  and  village  of  Lawrence.  He  taught 
tlu-ee  winters  and  in  the  meantime  he  entered  the 
grocery  business  at  Lawrence  and  followed  it  until 
1868  when  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  and 
served  two  terms,  removing  to  Paw  Paw, 
January  1,  1869.  He  studied  law  while  in  this  of- 
fice. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  fall  of 
1872,  and  practiced  law  for  a  number  of  years  and 
during  this  time  served  one  term  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  and  several  terms  as  Circiut  Court  Com- 
missioner. Mr.  Rowland  began  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness at  Paw  Paw  with  Mr.  A.  C.  Martin,  in 
1882.  He  had  one-half  interest  in  it  and  assumed 
exclusive  editorial  charge,  his  partner  being  the 
business  manager.  He  was  thus  connected  with 
the  True  Norther mt\  as  their  sheet  was  called, 
for  six  years,  when  he  sold  to  his  partner  and  pur- 
chased the  Decatur  Bepuhlican  in  1889,  and  has 
since  that  date  been  editor  and  publisher  of  that 
sheet.  He  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  eight 
consecutive  years  and  is  at  present  the  President 
of  the  School  Board  on  which  he  has  served  for 
twelve  years.  He  is  one  of  the  number  who  have 
helped  to  bring  the  school  up  to  its  present  high 
standard.  In  the  summer  of  1890,  Mr.  Rowland 
was  special  agent  of  the  Census  Bureau,  having  to 
collect  statistics  of  mortage  indebtedness  in  the 
counties  of  Van  Buren,  Berrien,  Cass,  St.  Joseph, 
Kalamazoo  and  Ionia. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
three  children:  Mary  L.,  born  November  9,  1864, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Paw  Paw  High  School,  the 
wife  of  Henry  E.  Shaefer  and  the  mother  of  two 
children;  Marion  O.,  born  April  8,  1869,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  same  school,  is  married  and  resides  at 
Eaton  Rapids,  and  is  the  father  of  one  son;  Mina 
B.,  born  August  11,  1875,  died  November  7,  1887, 
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of  diphtheria.  Mr.  Rowland  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860,  and  has  never  voted  any 
other  ticket  since.  He  and  his  wife  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Disciples  Church  in  1885,  and  have  been 
valued  and  consistent  members  since,  and  he  is  an 
Elder  in  the  same. 

The  Rowland  family  are  of  Scotch  descent,  two 
brothers,  Thomas  and  Daniel,  having  come  to  Am- 
erica from  Scotland  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  They  settled  in  Fairfield  County, 
Conn.,  and  Thomas  had  a  son  Thomas,  who  in  turn 
named  his  son  Thomas,  born  in  Connecticut,  Sept- 
ember 22,  1721,  and. died  May  15,  1808.  His  wife 
was  born  December  25,  1721,  and  died  August  17, 
1798.  Their  son,  Hezekiah  Rowland,  the  third, 
was  born  January  9,  1759,  at  Reading,  Conn.,  and 
married  Grace  Wildman,  September  17,  1778. 
This  couple  were  the  great-grandparents  of  our 
subject.  Hezekiah  died  in  New  York,  April  29, 
1819,  and  his  wife  in  Ohio,  May  14,  1846.  Their 
son  Levi,  the  fourth  of  ten  children,was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
November  12,  1788.  He  married  Phoebe  Townsend, 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  December  11,  1785. 
She  died  in  Ohio,  August  22,  1832,  and  her  hus- 
band died  in  the  same  State,  December  13,  1874. 
They  liave  five  children,  the  fourth  of  whom,Eber, 
was  the  father  of  our  subject,  born  at  Southeast, 
N.  Y.,  October  7,  1816,  and  married  June  10, 1838, 
to  Jerusha  Fowler  who  was  born  March  31,  1817, 
at  Cohocton,  N.  Y.  They  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  oldest. 


\](^^  ENRY  LITTLE.  At  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  years,  this  venerable  gentle- 
man and  esteemed  citizen  of  Kalamazoo 
passed  away  at  his  home,  No.  435  Lovell 
Street,  May  25,  1890.  With  more  than  an  ordinary 
endowment  of  vital  energies,  his  physical  and 
mental  powers  alike  were  retained  in  a  remarkable 
degree  until  the  very  day  of  his  death. 

Born  at  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  April  29,  1797,  Mr. 
Little  was  the  son  of  William  and  Plujebe  (Mar- 
chant)  Little.     He  was  only  six  years  old  when  he 


was  bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  after 
which  the  family  was  broken  up  and  became  scat- 
tered. In  his  boyhood  he  was  engaged  as  a  farm 
laborer,  but  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  machinist 
and  master  mechanic,  commencing  in  business 
in  1815,  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  where  he  filled 
large  and  important  contracts  for  the  erection  of 
public  structures. 

In  1826,  Mr.  Little  was  engaged  in  constructing 
mills  upon  the  "Big  Dam"  at  Boston,  Mass.  Re- 
turning to  St.  Johnsbury  in  1827,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Messrs.  E.  and  T.  Fairbanks,  then  con- 
ducting a  foundry,  iron-works  and  machine  shops 
upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  their  extensive  scale 
manufactory,  and  in  1830  superintended  for  them 
the  erection  of  a  mill  for  cleaning  and  preparing 
hemp  fibre  for  market.  An  imperative  necessity 
arising  for  some  improved  apparatus  for  weighing 
hemp  as  brought  to  the  mill,  the  Fairbanks  broth- 
ers instituted  various  experiments  in  reference  to 
scales  upon  an  entirely  new  plan,  and  Mr.  Little 
materially  aided  them  in  originating,  planning  and 
bringing  to  a  successful  result  the  world-renowned, 
valuable  invention  known  as  "the  Fairbank's  plat- 
form scales." 

March  11,  1822,  Mr.  Little  was  married  to  Miss 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Abraham  Fuller,  a  patriot  sol- 
dier of  the  Revolution.  The  union  was  a  most  happy 
one  until  death  entered  the  home  and  removed  the 
devoted  wife,  February  8,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  The  removal  of  the  family  to  Mich- 
igan, took  place  October  3,  1831,  settlement  being 
made  first  at  Galesburg,  afterward  at  Comstock, 
and  still  later  on  at  Gull  Prairie.  In  March,  1838, 
Mr.  Little  removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  taking  up 
some  Government  land,  which  he  later  exchanged 
for  an  improved  farm  near  the  old  home  on  Gull 
Prairie. 

Between  the  years  1838  and  1840,  Mr.  Little  was 
engaged  as  a  millwright  in  the  construction  of 
flouring  mills  at  Paw  Paw,  Yorkville  and  Kala- 
mazoo. Leaving  his  farm  at  Richland  in  charge 
of  his  two  younger  sons,  William  Henry  and  Al- 
bert, in  1863,  he  took  up  his  permanent  residence 
in  Kalamazoo.  His  only  daughter,  Mrs.  William 
C.  Travis,  died  February  21, 1878,  aged  fifty  years. 
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His  later  years  were  devoted  to  general  reading, 
and  the  writing  of  articles  for  publication,  in  which 
he  was  successful.  Three  sons  survive  him: 
Frank,  whose  sketch  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  William  Henry  and  Albert. 

Henry  Little,  in  his  more  prominent  characteris- 
tics, wasa  man  of  positive  convictions,  of  indomit- 
able energy,  perseverance  and  self-will;  orderly, 
painstaking,  frugal  and  industrious  in  all  his  hab- 
its; scrupulously  exact,  undeviating,  upright  and 
reliable  in  business  affairs;  orthodox,  strong  and 
unswerving  in  his  religious  faith,  enjoying  as  a 
citizen,  neighbor  and  friend,  the  highest  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow-men. 


^HEO  A.  PALMER  was  born  January  3, 
1838,  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  at 
present  engaged  in  cultivating  a  portion  of 
the  soil  on  section  9,  Porter  Township,  Van  Buren 
County.  His  parents  were  Philander  and  Betsey 
(Barker)  Palmer,  the  father  a  native  of  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  b*orn  near  Birming- 
ham, Yt.  After  their  marriage  they  resided  near 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  until  1845,  when  they  came  West 
to  Michigan  and  located  at  Napoleon,  Jackson 
County.  There  the  father  improved  a  farm,  and 
became  a  very  prominent  citizen.  He  was  an  active 
Republican  in  politics  and  died  in  1873.  His  good 
wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  better  land  by  sev- 
eral years,  dying  in  1847. 

Two  of  the  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Philander  Palmer  are  living.  Our  subject  received 
a  good  education  in  the  common  and  select  schools 
of  tlie  Wolverine  State,  and  remained  at  home 
until  reaching  his  majority.  When  starting  out 
on  his  own  account,  he  became  a  butcher  and  was 
fairly  successful  in  his  undertaking.  On  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Palmer  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
was  chief  bugler  of  his  regiment.  With  his  com- 
pany he  was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  took 
part  in  the  following  engagements:  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Newport,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  Bardstown,  same  State,  where   he 


was  taken  sick  and  lay  in  the  hospital  for  a  short 
time.  He  was  then  sent  to  Louisville  on  detached 
service  and  later,  joining  his  regiment  at  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  returned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  participated  in  all  the  engagements  from  the 
Wilderness  to  Petersburg.  He  was  made  Mail 
Agent  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Ninth  Army 
Corps,  and,  after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  R.  IC.  Lee, 
was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C,  under  Gen.  Wil- 
cox. Mr.  Palmer  received  his  honorable  discharge 
June  15,  1865,  and  during  the  long  period  in 
which  he  saw  service  was  never  wounded  or  cap- 
tured. 

On  returning  home  after  the  close  of  the  war,  our 
subject  engaged  in  farming  in  Jackson  County, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1871  removed  to  Kalamazoo  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  provision  business  in 
company  with  Mr.  Lot  Hewitt.  He  continued 
thus  employed  until  the  fall  of  1890,  in  the  mean- 
time building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  business. 
On  account  of  ill  health,  he  was  advised  by  his 
physician  to  remove  to  a  farm  and  in  doing  so 
settled  upon  his  present  tract  of  eighty  acres,  in 
December,  1890.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  fruit-growing  and  has  a  finely-improved 
tract. 

In  October,  1865,  our  subject  and  Miss  Clara  M., 
daughter  of  Lot  Hewitt,  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mr.  Hewitt,  who  was  the  former  partner  of  our 
subject,  died  in  1888.  Mrs.  Palmer  was  born  De- 
cember 10,  1845,  in  Columbia  Township,  Jackson 
County,  this  State,  where  her  father  was  a  pioneer. 
She  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  common 
and  select  schools  and  is  an  intelligent  and  refined 
lady.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  an  adopted 
son,  Darwin,  who  is  aged  fourteen  years.  He  is 
being  given  a  good  education  and  at  the  present 
time  is  a  student  in  the  High  School  at  Lawton. 

He  of  whom  we  write  and  his  good  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
Trustee  for  nine  years  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Kalamazoo,  and  was  Chairman  of  the  House 
Committee  of  the  same  for  a  like  period.  He  has 
been  a  contributor  to  the  Kalamazoo  College  for 
the  past  twenty-five  years  and  his  store  was  known 
as  the  "Students'  Grocery,''  because  he  was  always 
a  warm    friend  and  helper  of   the  students.     In 
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politics,  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  true-blue  Republican  and 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  and 
while  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  was  elected  one  of 
the  first  Aldermen  of  the  city.  While  a  member 
of  that  body,  he  organized  the  police  force  and 
also  the  secret  service  department,  and  was  placed 
on  ^ye  of  the  most  important  committees,  of  which 
lie  was  made  Chairman.  He  was  one  of  the  char- 
ter members  of  Orcutt  Post,  No.  79,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Kalamazoo,  but  refused  to  accept  any  official 
position  in  that  body  other  than  to  act  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Council  of  Administration,  which  posi- 
tion he  holds  in  the  Lawton  Post  at  the  present 
time.  He  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Special  Relief 
Committee.  The  Masonic  order  claim  Mr.  Palmer 
as  one  of  their  warm  adherents.  He  occupied  the 
oflSce  of  Trustee  in  the  Society  of  Chosen  Friends 
in  Kalamazoo. 


-^ 


ADISON  H.  PLOPPER.  This  gentleman 
is  carrying  on  a  thriving  grocery  business 
in  Lawrence.  His  store  is  well  stocked 
with  staple  articles  and  all  the  table  deli- 
cacies in  their  season.  He  also  has  a  full  line  of 
queensware,  hardware,  etc.  Mr.  Plopper  was  born 
in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  October  20,  1842,  and 
is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Phebe  A.  (Palmer)  Plop- 
per. The  father  was  born  in  New  York,  of 
German  ancestry,  while  the  mother  was  a  native 
of  New  York  and  came  of  Yankee  stock. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  cooper  by  trade 
and  came  to  Michigan  with  his  family  when  Madi- 
son H.  was  three  years  of  age.  He  located  in  Mon- 
roe County,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1852, 
when  he  came  to  Paw  Paw  and  remained  during 
that  winter.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Law- 
rence Townsliip,  Van  Buren  County,  and  purchased 
the  farm  upon  which  he  is  residing  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Madison  H.  Plopper  was  ten  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  located  in  Lawrence  Township.  His 
mother  died  a  few  years  after  coming  here,  in 
1857,  and  he  remained  at  home  until  reaching  his 
majority.  In  February,  1864,  our  subject  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Eighty. ninth  New  York  Infantry 


and  joined  his  regiment  at  Charlestown,  S.  C. 
They  were  soon  sent  to  Virginia,  where  Mr.  Plop- 
per participated  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  Cold 
Harbor  and  Richmond.  He  was  also  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox.  There 
was  a  period  or  six  months  when  his  regiment  was 
under  fire  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  Our  sub- 
ject received  his  honorable  discharge  August  12, 
1865,  and  returning  to  Lawrence  engaged  in  the 
peaceful  pursuit  of  farming. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Decatur  Township  in  1868,  and, 
November  12  of  that  year,  was  married  to  Miss 
Lavinia  Stearns,  of  Lawrence.  Mrs.  Plopper  was 
born  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  December  23,  1847, 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living, 
viz:  Carrie,  Clayton,  Phebe  Ann,  Clifford  and  Win- 
nie. In  1876,  Mr.  Plopper  disposed  of  his  farm 
and  for  ten  years  drove  a  peddler's  wagon.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  again  purchased  a 
farm,  which  he  operated  three  years.  Having  re- 
ceived a  sunstroke  while  in  the  army,  he  was  unfit 
for  outdoor  work,  and,  selling  his  estate,  engaged 
in  his  present  business,  in  Lawrence. 

Our  subject  has  also  been  a  Republican  and  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Grant,  in  1868.  He 
has  been  Village  Trustee  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  having  attended  the 
National  Encampment  at  Detroit  in  1891.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  he 
has  been  connected  for  thirty-five  j^ears;  Mrs.  Plop- 
per is  also  a  member  of  that  body. 


I  fcM  1 1    f'  f  ^11   tiw  I   km 


?    1    '    I i^ 


BAILEY,  who  is  an  old  set- 


here  in  April,  1845,  occupies  a  high  place 
in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens,  for  his  strict 
integrity  of  character  and  honorable  dealings  with 
his  fellow-men.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
members  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  this  part  of 
the  State,  and  takes  great  pride  in  his  connection 
with  that  ancient  and  renowned  order.  His  great- 
grandfather, Richard  Bailey,  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land when  a  young  man,  and  settled  in  the  Massa- 
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chusetts  Colony.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Massachusetts  and  removed  to  Windham 
County,  Vt. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Dana  Bailey,  was  also 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Townshend,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  where 
he  married  Betsey  Walker,  and  lived  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  the  house  in  which  his  wife 
was  born.  He  attained  the  age  of  upwards  of 
eighty  years,  and  was  then  accidentally  killed  by 
falling  from  a  wagon.  The  maternal  ancestors  of 
our  subject  were  also  English,  Jesse  Walker,  his 
grandfather,  leaving  England  when  but  eleven 
years  old,  and  coming  to  America,  settled  in  Towns- 
hend, Yt.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  married, 
and  built  a  house,  which  still  stands  and  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  granddaughter,  a  sister  of  our  sub- 
ject. When  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out, 
Jesse  Walker  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist,  and  he 
served  until  the  close,  being  at  the  Siege  of  York- 
town  and  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  When  a 
boy,  in  England,  he  numbered  among  his  playmates 
Samuel  Marsh,  who  became  a  soldier  in  the  British 
army.  After  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  Mr.  Bailey 
found  his  former  companion  among  the  dead,  with 
his  musket  at  his  side,  on  which  his  name,  Samuel 
Mai'^h,  was  carved.  Mr.  Walker  took  tliis  musket 
and  carried  it  for  seven  years,  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
over  eighty  years  of  age  when  she  died. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  three  are  still  living.  One  daughter  re- 
sides on  the  homestead  in  Yermont;  the  youngest 
son  is  living  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Liberty  H.  Bailey,  was  born  in 
Townshend,  Yt.,  February  26,  1820.  His  ancestors 
were  all  tillers  of  the  soil  and  he  was  reared  to  the 
same  occupation.  He  was  graduated  from  a  Bap- 
tist College  in  his  native  town,  acquiring  a  good 
academic  education.  In  1842  he  came  to  Michigan 
in  the  employ  of  the  Yermont  Land  Company,  and 
located  land  fo^  said  company  in  various  parts  of 
the  State,  and  in  1843  purchased  the  land  where  ho 
now  resides.  He  lived  in  Kalamazoo  until  April, 
1845,  when  he  came  to  Yan  Buren  County,  and  for 


ten  years  resided  in  Arlington  Towm ship.  In  1855 
he  settled  on  the  west  half  of  section  11,  South 
Haven  Township,  it  being  the  land  he  had  pur- 
chased in  1843,  at  which  time  there  were  over  three 
hundred  inhabitants  on  the  place,  but  tliey  were 
all  Indians,  engaged  in  making  maple  sugar,  hunt- 
ing and  fishing.  His  land  now  lies  adjoining  the 
village  of  South  Haven,  is  all  cleared  and  well 
improved.  He  has  an  apple  orchard  of  thirty- five 
acres,  and  also  raises  peaches,  pears  and  other  fruits. 
He  has  a  number  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and 
everything  necessary  to  carrying  on  a  farm  in  first- 
class  style. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  been  twice  married,  being  united 
in  1845  to  Saraii  Harrison,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Harrison,  who  was  first  cousin  to  President  Will- 
iam Henry  Harrison.  She  was  born  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  died  in  South  Haven,  December  16, 
1862,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  By  this 
marriage,  three  sons  were  born,  namely:  Dana,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Marcus  resides  at 
Evanston,  III.,  and  during  the  administration  of 
President  Cleveland  was  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
United  States  Custom  House,  at  Chicago.  He  is 
now  connected  witli  the  electric  lighting  of  that 
city.  Liberty  H.,  Jr.,  is  Professor  of  Horticulture 
in  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  in  rep- 
resenting that  university  he  has  traveled  over 
nearly  all  of  Europe.  In  1863  Mr.  Bailey  was 
married  to  his  present  wife,  who  was  Miss  Maria 
Bridges. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
has  frequently  held  local  offices.  There  is  notliing, 
however,  in  which  Mr.  Bailey  takes  more  pride 
than  in  his  connection  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  by  Gen.  B.  F.  Chad  wick 
Lodge,  No.  119,  in  1862,  and  is  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  Star  of  the  Lake  Lodge,  No.  158,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  at  South  Haven,  of  which  he  was  first 
Master,  and  has  held  the  office  for  eight  years. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  South  Haven  Chapter, 
No.  58,  R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  the  first  High 
Priest  and  has  held  that  office  for  six  years,  a  char- 
ter member  of  South  Haven  Council,  No.  38,  and 
Thrice  Illustrious  for  two  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  Pinsular  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T.,  at  Kalama- 
zoo ,and  holds  a  Thirty-second  degree  in  the  Ancient 
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and  Scotlisli  Rite  Masonry,  being  a  Cliarter  mem- 
ber of  the  Consistory  at  Grand  Rapids.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  High  Priesthood  of  Michigan,  and 
to  the  Oriental  Order  of  the  Palm  and  Shell.  He 
never  misses  attending  the  meetings  of  either  of 
these  branches  of  Masonry  when  it  is  possible  for 
him  to  be  present.  Bailey  Lodge,  No.  287,  A.  F.  <k 
A.  M.,  at  Breedsville,  is  named  in  his  honor,  and 
on  November  13,  1875,  that  lodge  presented  him 
with  a  solid  silver-headed  cane. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views  and 
leads  an  honest,  upright  life,  being  a  man  whose 
word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  has  a  pleasant 
home  and  a  good  library,  his  books  consisting 
largely  of  Masonic  literature. 


Sf^LDER  JOHN  H.  REESE.  The  life  of  a 
h^  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  always  a  checkered 
/i^~^/  experience,  in  which  the  shadows  often  pre- 
dominate, and  in  which,  perhaps  more  than  in  any 
other  calling,  a  brave  heart,  a  firm  will  and  con- 
tinued perseverance  are  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
end  in  view.  The  constant  strain  on  the  nerves 
and  brain ^of  a  conscientious  pastor  breaks  down 
many  a  man  who  otherwise  would  have  lived  to  a 
strong  and  hearty  old  age.  It  is  not  wonderful, 
therefore,  that  after  thirty-two  years'  service  in 
the  Master's  cause,  Mr.  Reese  should  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  a  much  needed  rest  and  retiring 
from  active  work  in  his  beloved  calling. 

Mr.  Reese,  who  resides  in  Bangor,  was  born  in 
Glenn,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  January  9, 
1829.  His  parents,  Martin  and  Hannah  (Rulif son) 
Reese,  were  natives  also  of  New  York,  the  former 
born  in  1803,  and  the  latter  in  1809.  Their  family 
consisted  of  fourteen  children,  all^  except  one, 
reaching  mature  years,  as  follows:  Martha,  John  H., 
Cynthia,  Jane  E.,  James  IL,  Juliet,  David  A., 
Charlotte,  Daniel  H.,  George  W.;  Reuben  W.,  who  is 
editor  at  Kearney,  Neb.;  Margaret,  wife  of  Perrj^ 
Madison,  who  resides  in  Chicago,  and  Chauncey  B., 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war.  Charles  S.,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Twelfth  Michigan  Regiment, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  died 
in  the  rebel  prison  at    Macon,  Ga.  Daniel  H.,  who  is 


now  employed  in  tlie  Custom  House  at  New  Orleans, 
was  also  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  tlie 
Sixth  Michigan  Regiment,  and,  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  was  a  Lieutenant  of  a  colored  regiment. 
Since  taking  up  his  residence  in  Lousiana,  he  has 
served  one  term  in  the    Legislature  of    that   State. 

Martin  Reese,  the  father  of  this  large  family,  was 
a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Pettingill)  Reese. 
John  Reese  was  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Anna  (Cline) 
Reese,  who  were  residents  of  the  Mohawk  Valley, 
and  on  both  sides  of  the  family  the}^  were  descend- 
ants of  natives  of  Holland.  They  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  as  follows:  Marks,  John,  Samuel, 
Martin,  Adam,  Nicholas,  William,  Jacob,  Henry, 
Christina,  Ellen,  Catherine  and  Elizabeth.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of  Harmon 
and  Margaret  (Forncrook)  Rulif  son,  who  were 
residents  of  the  Mohawk  Valley.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  Abraham  and  Catherine  (Sours) 
Rulifson,  the  former  a  son  of  Henry  and  Peggy 
(Van  Horn)  Rulifson. 

Our  subject  grew  to  mature  years  in  New  York, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
He  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  on  October  6, 
1850,  where  he  followed  teaching  and  farming  un-- 
til  1859,  when  he  began  preaching  in  the  Disciples 
Church,  which  he  continued  until  1867,  when  he 
entered  Bethany  College,  at  West  Virginia,  being 
a  student  there  for  four  years.  In  1871,  he  re- 
turned to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  having  graduated 
from  the  college  in  June  of  that  year,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  ever  since. 
He  was  married  in  1852  to  Harriet  A.  Fen  ton,  and 
to  them  was  born  one  son:  Boyd  E.,  now  a  resident 
of  Jasper  County,  Mo.  Mrs.  Reese  died,  in  1857, 
and  our  subject  was  afterward  married  to  Miss 
Polly  Goss,  a  native  of  Edinburg,  Ohio. 

In  1876,  Mr.  Reese  took  up  his  residence  in 
Bangor.  At  that  time  there  was  no  organization 
of  the  Disciples  Church  in  the  village,  but,  by  per- 
sistent efforts,  Mr.  Reese  has  succeeded  in  building 
up  a  live  and  prosperous  church.  He  has  devoted 
fourteen  years  of  his  life  to  this  work,  and  has  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  a  great  measure  of  success 
attend  his  efforts.  The  best  of  his  life  has  been 
given  to  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
advancement  of  all  measures  of  reform.     He  has 
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labored  earnestly  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  believ- 
ing prohibition  to  be  the  only  correct  solution  of 
the  great  question  of  the  liquor  traffic.  Beside  his 
nif)ny  other  duties,  he  has  found  time  to  prepare  a 
chart  of  universal  Church  History  which  is  a  re- 
markable work,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the 
author. 

Mr.  Reese  has  borne  a  prominent  part  in  the 
history  of  this  county,  and  will  ever  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  for  his  untiring  work  m  its 
interests,  and  for  the  example  of  an  earnest 
Christian  life. 


y^APT.  GEORGE  N.  DUTCHER.  Among 
Hi  r  ^^^^  prominent  citizens  of  Allegan  County, 
^^^  none  are  more  favorably  known  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  have  just  given,  and 
who  resides  in  Douglas.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
F.  and  Lucinda  (Deitrich)  Dutcher,  and  was  born 
in  Pike  County,  Pa.,  October  28,  1834.  He  was 
given  a  good  education,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
removed  witli  his  parents  to  Portsmouth,  Va. 
While  there  he  learned  the  trade  of  machinist  and 
engineer  in  the  United  States  Navy  Yard,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  nearly  five  years. 

In  1852  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  West  as 
far  as  Chicago,  111.,  and  two  years  later  came  to 
Douglas,  Allegan  County,  where  the  father  was  en- 
gaged largely  in  the  lumber  business.  George 
went  to  work  on  the  Chicago  <fe  Rock  Island  Rail- 
road during  the  summers,  and  in  the  winter  as- 
sisted his  father  in  his  lumber  operations.  In  1862 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Union  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  Company  I,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry. 
Briefl}^  stated,  his  war  record  is  as  follows: 

Entering  the  army  as  First  Lieutenant,  August 
14,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  be  Captain,  January 
13,  1863,  and  on  the  2d  of  July  was  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  received  a  second 
injury  in  the  engagement  at  Brandy  Station,  Va., 
which  proved  so  serious  that  the  Captain  received 
an  honorable  discharge,  November  2,  1863.  Dur- 
ing a  portion  of  his  term  of  service,  he  acted  as  As- 
sistant  Adjutant-General   to  Gen.  Kilpatrick,  to 


whose  division  he  belonged,  and  whose  brigade  it 
will  be  remembered  was  the  first  of  the  Union  forces 
to  enter  Gettysburg. 

Capt.  Dutcher  returned  home  in  1863,  shattered 
in  health  and  still  suffering  from  his  wounds.  Act- 
ing upon  the  advice  of  his  phj^sician,  he  went  to 
the  seashore  to  rest  and  recuperate  his  wasted  en- 
ergies. There  he  met  the  captain  of  a  whaling 
vessel  bound  on  a  three-years'  cruise,  who  induced 
him  to  accompanj^  him  as  far  as  the  Azores  Islands. 
Thinking  a  short  ocean  voyage  would  do  him 
good,  as  he  could  return  on  an  incoming  vessel, 
Capt.  Dutcher  accepted  the  invitation  and  set  sail 
with  the  party.  The  result  was  he  concluded  to 
make  the  entire  voyage.  Unfortunately  they  were 
ship- wrecked  oft  the  coast  of  Madagascar,  but  were 
rescued.  Later  Capt.  Dutcher  shipped  before  the 
mast  on  a  trading  vessel  bound  for  Australia.  His 
wanderings  thus  begun  lasted  for  three  jears, 
during  which  time  he  traveled  around  the  globe, 
visiting  almost  every  foreign  country  of  any  im- 
portance. 

Our  subject  at  last  returned  to  San  Francisco  in 
1869,  poor  in  purse,  but  abundantly  rich  in  re- 
stored physical  health.  On  arriving  m  Chicago, 
in  1870,  he- at  once  engaged  as  superintendent  of 
the  machine  department  of  Crane  Bros.  Manufac- 
turing Works,  with  whom  he  remained  for  four 
years,  when  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
firm  of  Fieldhouse  &  Dutcher,  steam-fitters,  etc. 

In  early  life  as  a  railroad  engineer  in  Chicago, 
Capt.  Dutcher  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  well- 
known  organization  of  The  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers,  which  order  was  instituted  in 
1854.  The  following  year  he  became  a  Mason  in 
the  Blue  Lodge  at  Otsego,  Mich.,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  Dutcher  Lodge,  No.  193,  at  Douglas, 
which  received  its  name  in  his  honor.  He  is  con- 
nected with  Washington  Chapter, No.  43,  R.  A.M.; 
Silvain  Council,  No.  50,  R.  &  S.  M.,  of  Chicago; 
Commandery  No.  19,  K.  T.  and  Oriental  Consis- 
tory S.  P.  R.  S.,  having  taken  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree. He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  G  A.  R., 
being  identified  with  Van  Arsdale  Post,  No.  148, 
and  of  the  Illinois  Commandery  Military  Order  of 
the  Loyal  League  of  the  United  States. 

November  14,  1854,  Capt.  Dutcher  was   united 
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in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Edward 
Adams,  of  Lexington,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Dutcher 
was  born.  Our  subject  lias  erected  one  of  the  finest 
residences  in  Allegan  Count)^,  which  would  be  an 
ornament  to  any  city.  The  good  judgment  winch 
Capt.  Dutcher  has  displayed  in  every  undertaking 
in  life  has  won  success,  and  we  are  gratified  to  be 
able  to  present  to  our  readers  a  sketch  of  so  prom- 
inent and  enterprising  a  gentleman.  A  brief  ac- 
count of  the  life  of  his  brother,  Thomas  Benton 
Dutcher,  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this 
volume. 


ON.  CHARLES  EDWARD  STUART.  This 
)jj  volume  would  be  incomplete  were  no  con- 
siderable mention  to  be  made  of  the  life  of 
this  early  settler  of  Kalamazoo,  who  proved 
himself  to  be  an  enterprising  citizen,  able  lawyer, 
successful  politician,  broad  statesman  and  an  honest 
man.  It  is  therefore  with  pleasure  that  we  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  readers  to  his  portrait  on 
the  opposite  page,  and  the  following  record  of  his 
lineage  and  life. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Stuart  were  of  Scotch  and 
English  origin,  and  members  of  the  Mayhew  family, 
who  emigrated  from  England,  settling  in  Martha's 
Vineyard  in  1642.  Dr.  Charles  Stuart  married 
Miss  Catherine  Parsons  in  October,  1805,  and 
soon  afterward  removed  to  Columbia  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  their  second  son,  Charles  Edward,  was 
born,  November  25,  1810.  Soon  after  the  close  of 
the  War  of  1812,  Dr.  Stuart  removed  to  Waterloo, 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  practiced  liis  pro- 
fession, and  also  cultivated  a  farm. 

On  that  farm  Charles  E.  lived  and  labored  from 
boyhood  to  man's  estate.  His  education  was 
limited,  consisting  of  a  mere  training  in  the 
simplest  rudiments  of  a  common  English  school- 
ing, and  gave  him  no  preparation  for  the 
important  positions  which  he  afterward  so  hon- 
orably filled.  When  nineteen,  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  with  Messrs.  Birdsall  &  Clark,  at 
Waterloo,  and  in  due  time  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  the  Bar  of  Seneca 
County. 
9 


Early  in  1835,  Mr.  Stuart  came  to  Michigan, 
arriving  in  Detroit,  and  afterward  visiting  (in 
search  of  a  location)  Dundee,  Tecumseh,  Ypsilanti, 
Ann  Arbor,  Jackson  and  Marshall.  Upon  coming 
to  Kalamazoo,  he  decided  to  make  it  his  home, 
and  at  once  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Gov. 
Epaphroditus  Ransom.  Returning  the  following 
autumn  to  Waterloo,  he  was  married  November  3, 
1835,  to  Miss  Sophia  S.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Sophia  (Lee)  Parsons,  and,  with  his  young  bride, 
came  to  Kalamazoo.  The  golden  wedding  anni- 
versary of  this  happy  marriage  was  fittingly  cele- 
brated by  the  family  and  many  friends  in  Novem- 
ber, 1885. 

With  the  exception  of  one  session  of  service  in 
the  Legislature,  Mr.  Stuart  devoted  his  attention 
exclusively  for  twelve  years  to  his  profession.  In 
1847,  and  again  in  1850,  he  was  elected  by  his 
district  to  Congress,  and  in  the  winter  of  1852-53 
was  elected  United  States  Senator,  serving  six 
years.  In  1860,  he  was  delegate-at-large  to  the 
National  Democratic  Convention,  which  met  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  adjourned  to  Baltimore,  Md., 
with  its  work  unfinislied.  Two  years  later  he  was 
commissioned  by  Gov.  Blair  to  raise  and  equip  the 
Thirteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  which  was  noted 
for  gallantry  on  the  field  of  battle. 

In  1866  and  1868,  Mr.  Stuart  served  as  delegate 
to  the  conventions  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
About  that  time  inflammatory  rheumatism,  which 
resulted  in  heart  disease,  compelled  his  gradual 
withdrawal  from  participation  in  public  affairs. 
His  last  case  in  the  courts  was  tried  in  1873.  In 
spite  of  the  suffering  of  the  last  fifteen  years  of 
his  life,  he  retained  full  possession  of  his  mental 
faculties.  On  the  evening  of  May  19,  1887,  just 
after  he  had  dictated  a  business  and  friendly  letter, 
which  closed  with  "Love  to  all,''  he  passed  away 
witihout  a  struggle,  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of 
his  life. 

The  loss  of  this  distinguished  citizen  was  pro- 
foundly mourned  by  the  people  of  Kalamazoo, 
and  many  memorial  resolutions  were  passed  by  the 
organizations  with  which  he  was  identified.  At 
tlie  opening  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  Lansing, 
June  21,  1887,  the  Hon.  Charles  S.  May,  in  behalf 
of  the  Bar  of  Kalamazoo  County,  present<3d  resolu- 
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tioiis,  which  were  adopted  by  that  body,  and  after- 
ward spread  upon  the  Journal  of  the  Court. 
Justice  Sherwood  and  Chief  Justice  Campbell 
responded,  and  paid  glowing  tributes  to  the 
life  and  character  of  the  deceased,  whose  great 
qualities  as  a  jury  lawyer,  eloquence  as  an  advo- 
cate, and  profound  knowledge  of  legal  principles, 
drew  around  hiin  a  large  circle  of  ardent  admirers. 

A  firm  believer  in  the  fundamental  truths  of 
revealed  religion,  Mr.  Stuart  cared  little  for  the 
various  dogmatic  interpretations  of  those  truths. 
He  cherished  a  deep  reverence  for  real  religion, 
and  its  consistent  exemplification  in  life,  and  was 
never  heard  to  ridicule,  in  the  least,  the  religious 
sentiments  of  others,  however  eccentric  or  crude. 
Those  who  knew  him  but  little,  deemed  him  cold, 
but  his  early  comrades  knew  him  affectionately  as 
"Charley  Stuart,"  and  ever  held  him  in  fond 
friendship. 

To  speak  fittinglj^  of  his  domestic  relations 
would  necessitate  the  withdrawal  of  that  veil  be- 
kind  whicli  sits  the  sorrowing  wife  of  his  youth 
and  their  surviving  children.  But  before  that 
curtain,  with  heads  bowed  in  respectful  and  sor- 
rowful memory,  stand  his  old  friends  and  neigh- 
bors in  Kalamazoo,  and  the  people  of  the  State  he 
loved  and  served  and  honored. 

YLVANUS  M.  VAN  DUSEN,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Allegan,  where  he  is  living  in 
retirement  in  an  attractive  home,  has  been 
connected  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Allegan  County  for  many  years,  as  the  propri 
etor  of  a  choice  farm  m  Watson  Township,  and  he 
has  also  been  actively  identified  with  its  public 
life  as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors for  some  years,  and  in  various  other 
responsible  positions.  He  was  born  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Mentz,  in  the  County  of  Cayuga,  N.  Y., 
in  April,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Betsy  (Dutcher)  Van  Dusen,  who  were  natives  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  who  was  a 
millwright  and  a  farmer  of  Dutchess  County, 
subsequently  removed  to  Cayuga  County,  where 
he  carried  on  a  good  farming   business  for  many 


years.  He  was  descended  from  one  of  the  old 
Dutch  families  of  New  York.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Christopher  Dutcher, 
of  Dutchess  County.  He  was  a  large  land-holder, 
owning  besides  a  rtour  mill  and  a  mill  for  cutting 
stone,  and  was  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  that 
county.  The  father  of  our  subject  lived  in  New  York 
until  1853,  when  became  to  Michigan,  and  event- 
ually died  in  this  county,  in  the  township  of 
AVhaling,  at  the  venerable  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  His  wife's  death  had  occurred  many  years 
before,  in  the  year  1816,  while  she  was  yet  a 
young  woman.  He  was  a  man  of  a  religious  turn 
of  mind,  and  of  strong  moral  character.  In  pol- 
itics, he  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican  to 
the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  and  his  brother 
Silas,  of  Ypsilanti,  are  the  sole  survivors.  The 
latter,  who  is  eighty-four  years  old,  is  living  re- 
tired from  active  business. 

He  of  whom  this  is  a  life-record  was  well  edu- 
cated at  Le  Roy,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
began  his  career  in  life  as  a  teacher  in  the  same 
district  where  he  liad  attended  school.  He  after- 
wards served  seven  years  to  master  the  details  of 
the  tanner  and  currier's  trade  at  Le  Roy.  He 
engaged  in  that  line  for  some  years,  in  that  town, 
and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Rochester, 
where  he  obtained  a  situation  as  assistant  book- 
keeper in  a  leather  house.  In  1837,  his  employers 
sent  him  to  Michigan  to  sell  boots  and  shoes  and 
woolen  goods,  and  he  went  from  liere  to  Chicago, 
where  he  purchased  hides  to  ship  to  Rocliester. 
Wishing  to  see  more  of  the  West,  he  left  Chicago, 
and,  going  to  Iowa,  joined  a  surveying  party. 
He  was  obliged  to  abandon  it,  however,  as  he  be- 
came sick,  and,  returning  to  the  Mississippi  River, 
he  boarded  a  boat,  which  conreyed  him  down  tliat 
stream  and  up  the  Ohio  to  Cincinnati.  He  found 
employment  in  that  city  in  splitting  leather,  and 
remained  there  at  that  occupation  three  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  out  into  the 
country,  put  down  vats  and  built  a  tannery,  and 
put  it  into  running  order  before  he  returned  to 
Cincinnati,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  five 
years  longer. 

Our  subject  was  then    married  to   Miss   Mary 
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Bryant,  and  he  and  his  bride  went  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  to  live.  He  opened  a  store  in  that  city  for 
the  sale  of  leather  goods — boots  and  shoes — 
which  he  managed  three  years.  His  next  venture 
took  him  to  Madison,  Ind.,  where  he  was  given 
charge  of  the  currying  department  of  a  tannery, 
and  he  held  that  position  the  ensuing  eight  years. 
Coming  then  to  Michigan,  he  purchased  land  in 
Watson  Township,  and  gave  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing at  that  point  for  some  years.  He  at  length 
retired  from  business  entirely,  and  has  since  been 
a  resident  of  Allegan,  where  he  has  a  beautiful 
home,  complete  in  its  furnishings  and  appoint- 
ments, and  charmingly  located  on  Seminary  Hill. 
He  still  retains  his  farm,  which  at  one  time  con- 
tained two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  but 
has  been  reduced  somewhat  in  size  by  the  sale  of 
a  part  of  it.  It  is  highly  cultivated,  and  finely 
improved  with  substantial  buildings,  and  a  large 
barn,  eighty  feet  in  length.  When  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  its  management,  he  had  the  farm 
well  stocked  with  fine  graded  cattle,  of  which  he 
made  a  specialty. 

Our  subject's  first  wife  died,  and  he  was  subse- 
quently married  to  Miss  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Archer)  Griffin,  who  were 
natives  respectively  of  England  and  New  York. 
They  were  married  in  the  Empire  State,  and  Mr. 
Griffin  carried  on  farming  at  Cartright,  Delaware 
County,  until  his  death.  His  widow  was  after- 
wards married  to  James  McClaughry,  with  whom 
she  came  to  Michigan  in  1865.  They  settled  in 
Watson  Township,  where  Mrs.  McClaughry  died 
in  1884.  But  two  of  her  children  are  living,  Mrs. 
Van  Dusen,  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Annie  Harder,  of 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.  The  mother  was  a  de- 
voted Methodist.  Mr.  Van  Dusen  has  three  chil- 
dren living  by  the  first  wife:  Edward  S.  and  Will- 
iam, who  are  farmers  of  Watson  Township;  and 
Emma,  who  married  Michael  Conwaj^,  and  has  two 
children,  Clarence  and  Mary  Rene.  William  mar- 
ried Miss  Nellie  Bennett,  and  has  one  son,  named 
Richard. 

A  man  of  clear,  well-balanced  intellect,  decided 
in  character,  of  wide  experience  and  exact  judg- 
ment in  business  matters,  Mr.  Van  Dusen  at  once 
took  his  place  among  the  leading  citizens  of  the 


county,  after  he  took  up  his  residence  here,  and 
his  counsel  and  assistance  have  often  been  sought 
in  the  guidance  of  affairs  of  public  importance. 
For  a  period  of  five  years,  from  1860  to  1865,  he 
represented  Watson  Township  on  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors.  He  was  at  one  time  School 
Director,  and  was  active  in  securing  the  erection 
of  a  new  schoolhouse,  with  modern  appointments, 
in  his  district,  and  his  public  spirit  and  liberality 
have  been  manifested  by  the  material  help  that  he 
has  afforded  in  the  building  of  churches,  in  the 
construction  of  roads,  and  in  his  cordial  encour- 
agement of  all  enterprises  to  stimulate  the  prog- 
ress of  township  or  coimty.  He  is  known  in  po- 
litical and  social  circles  as  a  Republican,  and  is 
likewise  an  Odd  Fellow. 


^AMES  M.  POTTS,  a  resident  of  Wayland 
Township,  Allegan  County,  is  one  of  the 
prosperous  citizens  of  that  township,  who 
has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation,  not 
only  for  his  business  qualifications  but  for  his 
many  excellencies  of  character.  He  has  always 
been  a  busy  man  and  in  whatever  he  has  engaged 
has  shown  energy  and  enterprise  and  is  well  de- 
serving of  the  success  with  which  he  has  met. 

Mr.  Potts  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio, 
June  7,  1833.  His  parents,  James  H.  and  Sarah 
(Shepherd)  Potts,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  the  former 
dying  September  5,  1852,  and  the  latter,  February 
26,  1870,  and  both  being  interred  in  Beulah 
Cemetery  in  La  Grange,  Ind.  The  father  was  by 
trade  a  shoemaker.  The  parental  family  consisted 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
fourth  child  and  second  son. '  He  was  able  to  ob- 
tain only  a  common-school  education  as  he  was 
obliged  at  an  early  age  to  begin  work. 

On  the  death  of  his  father  which  occurred  when 
our  subject  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  took 
charge  of  the  home  place  which  was  then  in  La 
Grange  County,  Ind.,  and  for  seven  years  assisted 
his  mother  in  her  many  cares.  For  some  time  he 
was  engaged  in  working  at  the  blacksmith's  trade 
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and  also  in  the  jewelry  business,  bnt  after  the 
Civil  War  broke  out  he  abandoned  all  tliought  of 
his  own  affairs  and  enlisted  in  March,  1864,  in 
Battery  A,  First  Heavy  Artillery,  of  Indiana,  be- 
ing assigned  to  the  Nineteenth  Corps  in  tlie  De- 
partment of  the  Gulf,  whicli  at  the  time  was  under 
command  of  Gen.  Banks.  The}^  took  part  in 
various  engagements  and  during  tlieir  service  were 
in  a  number  of  the  Southern  States.  He  was  dis- 
ci larged  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  in  January,  1866. 

Upon  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Potts  re- 
turned to  Indiana,  but  in  March,  1866,  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Salem  Township,  Allegan 
County,  where  he  began  farming  and  speculating 
in  wild  lands.  He  afterward  went  to  Ottawa 
County,  where  he  remained  for  fourteen  years  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  and  clearing  land,  also  buying 
and  selling  wild  lands.  At  the  expiration  of  tliis 
time,  he  returned  to  Allegan  County,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  produce, 
etc.  He  also  owns  a  place  of  fifty- three  acres,  on 
which  he  carries  on  farming  to  some  extent  and 
which  is  under  a  state  of  good  cultivation. 

Mr.  Potts  was  married  October  14,  1858,  at  Wol- 
cottville,  La  Grange  County,  Ind.,  to  Miss  Jemima 
M.  Stroman  of  that  place.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  children.  Those  living  are  Ida  G., 
James  V.,  Dolly  and  Charles  S.  Mary  died  at  the 
age  of  one  month,  and  Ernest  T.,  when  twenty 
years  old,  tlie  former  being  buried  in  Indiana  and 
the  latter  at  Elm  wood  Cemetery  in  Wayland 
Township. 

Mr.  Potts  has  been  an  extensive  traveler 
through  the  United  States  and  lias  learned  much 
by  observation  of  the  people  and  customs  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country.  Since  early  manhood, 
his  reading  has  been  extensive  and  of  a  substantial 
order,  including  the  travels  and  researches  of  some 
of  the  most  eminent  men  of  both  hemispheres  and 
the  study  of  the  theories  of  a  number  of  the 
sciences,  especially  chemistry,  geology,  astronomy, 
phrenology  and  physiognomy.  Many  hours 
have  been  spent  in  search  for  knowledge  in 
those  interesting  studies  when  the  world  around 
him  was  wrapped  in  slumber.  These  researches,  to- 
gether with  his  extensive*  travels  throughout  the 
United    States,  close    observation   and   excellent 


judgment,  combine  to  make  him  a  man  of  wide  in- 
formation and  breadth  of  knowledge.  He  is  a 
liberal,  both  in  religion  and  politics,  and  is  strictly 
moral  and  temperate.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  tlie  Patrons 
of  Industry.  He  and  his  family  are  Irighly  es- 
teemed by  the  people  of  the  community  in  which 
they  reside. 

LANSON  TANNER  is  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  35, 
ill  Dorr  Township,  Allegan  County.  His  fa- 
ther, James,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  reared,  and  chose  farming  as  his  life 
vocation.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  McConney, 
who  was  born  and  received  her  rearing  and  educa- 
tion in  Connecticut.  The  paternal  grandfather 
came  to  Ohio  from  Massachusetts  in  1812,  and  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Geauga  County. 

Our  subject  received  liis  rudimentary  education 
in  his  native  county.  His  father  dying  when  our 
subject  was  but  fifteen  years  old,  and  he  being 
the  oldest  of  the  family  of  seven  children,  the  sup- 
port of  the  family  devolved  upon  him.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  was  twenty- three  years 
old,  giving  his  time  to  the  care  of  the  family.  At 
that  age  he  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  located  in 
McHenr}^  County,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  one 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan, in  the  spring  of  1856.  He  spent  four  years  in 
Hopkins  Township,  and  in  1860,  came  to  Dorr 
Township,  taking  up  the  place  on  which  he  now 
resides.  His  place  consists  of  sixty-six  acres,  and 
he  has  probably  cleared  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  himself.  He  has  splendid  improvements  on 
his  land,  and  has  made  of  it  a  fine  estate.  He  has 
also  dealt  considerably  in  land  in  the  county,  buy- 
ing and  selling. 

Mr.  Tanner  was  married,  January  2,  1854,  to 
Laura  Burlingame,  of  Munson  Township,  Geauga 
County,  Ohio.  They  have  had  born  to  them  six 
children,  five  of  whom  are  married:  James  IL. 
Francis  L.,  Viola  I.,  Harman  M.,  Alice  L.  and  Flor- 
ence, who  died  when  eight  years  old.  Mr.  Tanner 
keeps  a   small  dairy  and  also  has  a  number   of 
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fine  Poland-China  liogs,  making  a  specialty  of 
this  breed.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  Constable  of  Hopkins  Township, 
while  residing  there.  He  is  particular!}^  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  educational  causes,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  held  in  high  respect  in  the  com- 
munity. 


•5- 


=^>^^<-^ 


^^=^EN.  ELISHA  MIX,  Superintendent  of  the 
I  ri=i  Poor  of  Allegan  County.  A  large  and  hon- 
'^^ijjl  ora})le  number  of  men  of  Allegan  County 
have  a  record  of  services  to  their  country  during  the 
Civil  War,  of  which  their  country  feels  proud  and 
which,  it  is  not  unlikely,  will  be  held  as  the  choicest 
heritage  by  their  descendants.  To  have  helped  to 
carry  the  flag  thiough  those  dark  days  is  an  honor 
and  will  ever  be  a  jo}'  to  tliose  who  were  so  ha[)py 
as  to  be  able  to  resi)ond  to  the  call  of  our  War  Presi- 
dent. The  sul)ject  of  our  sketch,  and  the  original 
of  the  portrait  on  the  oi)posite  page,  is  one  of  these 
men. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Watertown,  Litchdeld 
County,  Conn.,  November  17,  1818.  He  is  the  son 
of  James  and  Lucy  (Steel)  Mix,  natives  of  West 
Hartford,  Conn.  The  father  was  a  manufacturer 
and  merchant  in  the  above-named  city,  and  there 
lived  and  died.  The  parental  family  included  ten 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  our  sub- 
ject; James  C,  who  is  residing  in  New^  York  City, 
being  a  member  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company,  with  his  office  in  Park  Row;  and  Maj. 
Frank  W.,  residing  at  Stamford,  Conn.  Another 
son,  Capt.  Edward  Mix, a  member  of  the  Sixteenth 
Conneticut  Infantry,  was  knocked  overboard  by  a 
boom  at  Pamlico  Sound  and  drowned.  James  Mix, 
the  father,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  wereElishaand 
Betsey  (Webster)  Mix,  natives  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
where  the  grandfather  was  a  large  landowner  and 
where  they  spent  their  last  days.  He  w^as  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  His  father,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  as  was  also  the  great-great- 
grandfather, was  named  Elisha.The  maternal  grand- 
parents of  Gen.  Mix,  Allyn  and  Johanna  (Cad well) 
Steel,  natives  of  West   Hartford,   Conn.,   reared  a 


family  of  six  children.  He  is  able  to  trace  his  an- 
cestry on  that  side  of  the  house  back  several  gen- 
erations. The  father  and  mother  of  his  grand- 
parents were  Samuel  and  Martha  Steel;  his  parents, 
Johanna  and  Susannah  Webster;  his  parents,  Samuel 
and  Mercy  Bradford;  his  parents  John  and  Mercy 
Warner,  and  his  parents  John,  Sr.,  and  Rachel 
Nichols.  The  latter  came  from  Essex,  England, 
and  settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1631.  Later, 
with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  they  organized  the 
Hartford  Colony. 

Our  subject  was  given  a  good  education  in  the 
Hartford,  Conn.,  schools, and  after  being  graduated 
from  the  grammar  department  commenced  clerk- 
ing in  a  wholesale  grocery  store.  Later  he  learned 
the  trades  but  did  not  follow  them.  He  then  went 
to  New  York  City,  where  he  embarked  on  a  vessel 
sailing  between  New  Y^ork  and  Liverpool.  Then 
going  to  Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  he  sailed  up  the 
Suawnee  River  to  Ft.  Fannin.  Then  abandoning 
the  sea,  he  went  into  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment for  one  and  one-half  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  returning  to  Connecticut,  he  engaged  in 
making  fine  tools  used  in  the  manufacture  of  clocks, 
in  the  factory  of  Eli  Terry  <k  Co.  He  was  thus  en- 
gaged for  two  years,  then  took  a  like  position  in 
the  Jerome  Manufactory  at  New  Haven,  remaining 
with  that  company  for  eight  year.?.  Our  subject 
with  others  then  formed  the  New  Haven  Clock  Co., 
successors  to  the  Jerome  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  are  still  engaged  in  making  clocks.  Mr.  Mix 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  in  1852,  but 
while  a  member  of  the  company  formed  one  of  the 
Executive  Board. 

While  a  resident  of  New  Haven,  Gen.  Mix  studied 
civil  engineering  and  wlien  he  came  to  Allegan 
County,  in  1852,  was  elected  County  Surveyor.  He 
erected  the  first  sawmill  in  Manlius  Township,which 
he  Oi)erated  for  several  years.  He  chartered  other 
mills  to  assist  in  getting  out  the  lumber,  at  the 
same  time  being  engaged  in  surveying.  He  also 
owned  a  farm  in  Manlius  Township  whicli  he 
0[)erated  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  He 
then  gave  his  attention  to  drilling  companies  for 
the  service,  having  an  order  from  Gov.  Blair  to 
raise  a  company  for  the  F]ighth  Michigan  Cavalry. 
He  was  commissioned  Captain  of  his  company  Nov- 
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ember  1,  1862  and  Mar<3h  2,  following,  was  pro- 
moted to  be  Major.  April  16,  1864,  lie  was  made 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  in  September,  1864, 
Colonel.  He  was  taken  prisoner  in  August,  1864, 
but  was  exchanged  on  the  27th  of  the  following 
month  and  mustered  out  of  the  service  in  September, 
1865. 

Prior  to  receiving  his  discharge,  our  subject  was 
commissioned  Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  the 
United  States,  which  honor  was  conferred  upon  him 
in  recognition  of  his  long  and  meritorious  service. 
In  1863-64  he  was  made  Superintendent  of  Mili- 
tary Roads,  with  headquarters  at  Big  Hill,  Ky.  The 
roads  over  which  he  had  supervision  extended  from 
Big  Hill  to  Cumberland  Gap  and  from  Big  Hill, 
Ky.,  to  Somerset,  Ky.,  via  Crab  Orchard.  Gen. 
Mix  when  in  the  army  was  a  prisoner  of  war  at 
Macon,  Ga.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  while  on  the 
Stoneman  raid  his  hat  was  shot  through  by  a  minie 
ball,  which  shock  has  affected  his  head  more  or  less 
since  that  time.  He  received  a  wound  while  on 
the  Chattahoochie  River,  in  Georgia,  which  has 
seriously  affected  his  health.  Gen.  Mix  partici- 
pated in  fifty -two  battles  during  the  late  war  and 
well  deserves  all  the  honors  which  are  paid  him. 

On  returning  from  army  life.  Gen.  Mix  again 
located  in  Allegan  and  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  for  two  years.  He  was  then  employed  by 
the  State  in  making  surveys  and  later  went  to 
Wyandotte,  Mich.,  where  he  established  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Stove  Works,  remaining  there  for 
eighteen  months.  Returning  to  Allegan,  our  sub- 
ject built  the  car  works  of  this  place  and  subse- 
quently went  to  Connecticut,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  for  five  years.  He  later  went  to  Bridge- 
port, where  he  built  the  factory  for  the  Bridgeport 
Lock  Company,  and  where  he  continued  to  reside 
for  four  years.  In  1879  Gen.  Mix  went  to  Clarion 
County,  Pa.  where  he  was  instrumental  in  the  up- 
building of  the  village  of  Arthur  and  where  he 
carried  on  an  extensive  lumber  trade.  At  Swiss 
Mount,  Elk  County,  Pa.,  he  had  in  his  employ 
three  hundred  men,  being  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  In  1884  he  returned  to  Allegan  County 
and  has  been  a  resident  here  since  that  date. 

Gen.  Mix  and  Miss  Amelia  Edmunds  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1843.    Mrs.  Mix  was  a  native   of 


England  but  was  residing  in  Bristol,  Conn., at  the 
time  of  her  marriage.  They  have  been  granted  a 
family  of  two  children:  Rosena,  who  married  Har- 
rold  Weeks  and  who  has  one  daughter,  Alice  M.; 
Elisha,  who  married  Fannie  Williams  and  has  be- 
come the  father  of  five  children:  Lora  A.,  Mosley, 
Ralph,  James  and  Frank  E. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  Mason 
and  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  in  church  matters  is 
connected  with  the  Congregational  Church  of  New 
Britton,  Conn.  Gen.  Mix  was  instrumental  in  hav- 
ing the  State  road  constructed  from  Allegan  to 
Traverse  City,  in  1857,  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty- five  miles.  It  was  one  hundred  and 
eight  miles  from  any  house  and  during  that  time 
his  force  mutinied  on  him  twice,  their  food  giving 
out  and  they  feeling  the  gna wings  of  hunger.  But 
Gen.  Mix  pacified  them  and  thus  the  work  went  on 
smoothly.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  Al- 
legan County  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to 
present  his  sketch  to  our  readers. 


AYID  O.  EVEREST.  This  gentleman  is 
at  the  head  of  the  firm  of  D.  O.  Everest  & 
Co.,   of  Pine   Grove   Mills,   Pine   Grove 

Township,  Van  Buren  County,  engaged  in 
manufacturing  wood  mouldings,  windmills,  har- 
rows and  all  kinds  of  agricultural  implements.  Mr. 
Everest  was  born,  March  22,  1825,  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  David  C.  Everest,  and 
his  mother,  Jane  (Frey)  Everest,  were  natives  of 
New  York,  who  resided  in  their  native  State  un- 
til 1856,  when  they  came  to  Pine  Grove  Township 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The  fatlier 
was  a  lumberman  and  operated  a  sawmill  in 
his  native  State.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  One  son,  Alfred 
C,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  served  under 
Grant  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  education 
in  his  youth  and  learned  the  millwright  and  car- 
penter's trade.  He  began  for  himself  when  six 
teen  years  of  age,  and  was  master  workman  before 
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he  was  twenty-one.     He  had  men  under  him  who 
had  had  thirty  years'  experience. 

Mr.  Everest  was  married,  August  15, 1851,  to  Re- 
liance Ann  Strong,  a  native  of  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  in  1829.     By  this  union  they  liave    be- 
come tlie  parents  of    six    children,  (ive    surviving: 
Frank,  who  married  Nettie  Dyer,  lives  in    Almena 
with    his  live  children;    Jane,  the  wife   of    Frank 
Plants,  resides  here  and  is  tlie  mother    of   six  chil- 
dren; Emma  married  Gad    Gilbert  and    has   three 
children;  John  married  Gertie  Clark  and  they  have 
two  children;  Addie,  now  the  wife  of    Fred   Stark, 
lives  in  Nebraska  and  they    have    two    children. 
Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in  May,    1852,  and 
settled  at  old  Pine  Grove.     He  rebuilt   a   sawmill 
there  and  operated  it   till    1863,  when  it  was    de- 
stroyed by   hre.     He   then  built  another    one    on 
Brandy  wine   Lake  and  ran   it    until    1871.     This 
was  also  swept  away  by   fire  with    millions  of  feet 
of  lumber.     The  young  mim   was   not  to   be   dis- 
couraged   and    he    set  about    to    erect  a  mill    at 
Pine  Grove  Mills,  it  being  the  one  in  which  he  does 
his  manufacturing  at  the  present    time.     The  firm 
at  first  worked  under  the  title  of  Everest  &    Wise, 
but  is  now  Everest  &  Co.     "The  Advance"  spring 
tooth  harrow  and  also  the  spring  tooth  corn    culti- 
vator are  among  their  farming  implements  and  arc 
the  best  made.     The  best  material  is  used,  and  their 
goods  are  fully  guaranteed.     They  have  patrons  all 
over  the  country  and  are   made    known    by    their 
advertising  and  the  tasty  circulars  which  tliey  send 
from  place  to  i)lace.     When  Mr.  Everest  first  came 
here,  this  vicinity  was  all   in  woods  and    the  best 
house  was  a  shingle   shanty.      He  is  the   pioneer 
miller  of  this  place.     He  has  seen  the  country  pros- 
per and  flourish    and  has  taken  a  very  active  part 
in  its  upbuilding.      He  has  given  some  attention 
to  farming  and    now  has  between  three   hundred 
and  four  liundred  acres  of    land,    mostly    cleared. 
Our  subject  has  taken  an  active  interest  in    poli- 
tics and  for  many  years  cast  his  vote  with  the    Re- 
publican party,  but  is  now   entirely    independent, 
preferring  the  man  to  the   party.     He  has  served 
his  townshp  as  Treasurer,  Supervisor  and    Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  Treasurer,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Highway  Commissioner  and   School  Inspector   all 
at  once.     At  the  first  township  meeting  there  were 


but  thirteen  voters  and  they  were  mostly  his  own 
mill  hands.  Our  subject  helped  to  establish  the 
station  of  Pine  Grove  Mills,  and  built  the  station 
free  of  cost  to  the  railroad  company  and  also  took 
$1,000  in  stock.  Socially,  Mr.  Everest  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order  and  has  been  Master  of  the 
local  lodge,  and  was  an  Odd  Fellow  in  New  York 
State.  Mrs.  Everest  is  a  consistent  and  valued 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church;  her  husband  is  an 
attendant  and  supporter  of  the  same  church. 


r^ 


RULIUS  P.  CHADDOCK  is  a  resident  of 
South  Haven,  where  lie  has  a  comfortable 
home.  He  owns  a  farm  near  the  village 
and  devotes  a  great  deal  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  hors(;s,  which  he  finds 
to  be  a  very  profitable  business.  His  birth  occurred 
April  9,  1838,  in  Clarence,  Ph-ie  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  and  Emaline  (Parkhurst) 
Chaddock.  There  were  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters included  in  the  parental  family,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  Nancy  became 
the  wife  of  Hudson  Cleveland  and  died  in  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  leaving  one  child;  William  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the 
Michigan  University  and  died  at  Pewamo,  this 
State;  Daniel  E.  is  a  farmer  in  Van  Buren  County; 
Rachel  married  John  Baker  and  died  in  Barry 
County,  in  1891;  Austin  was  a  speculator  in  oil 
and  died  at  Lock[)ort,  N.  Y.;  Charles  is  a  farmer  in 
Charlevoix  County,  Mich.;  Emeline  is  the  wife  of 
William  Titus  and  makes  her  home  in  Millerstown, 
Pa.     The  parents  died  at  Locki)ort,  N.  Y. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  at- 
tended the  district  schools  and  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter.  In  1867  he  removed  to  Charlevoix 
County,  Mich.,  and  for  a  time  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade.  When  reaching  his  thirty-fifth  year 
he  concluded  that  manual  labor  was  a  slow  and 
hard  road  to  wealth.  He  thus  gave  up  carpenter- 
ing and  built  an  hotel  at  East  Jordan,  Mich.,which 
he  continued  to  conduct  as  "mine  host"  until  1883, 
when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  South  Haven.  Here 
he  purchased  a  comfortable  home  in  the  village 
and  invested  in  a  farm  near  by.     His  land  is  well 


214 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


cultivated  and  stocked  with  a  fine  grade  of  horses. 

AruliusP.  Chaddock  was  married,  July  4,  1857, 
to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Betsey  (Roberts) 
Davis.  Mrs.  Chaddock  was  born  in  Hamilton, 
Canada,  May  14,  1842.  Her  parents  resided  in 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  when  Mrs.  Chaddock  was  born  when  they 
were  living  temporarily  in  Canada.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  a  famil}^  of  three  children :  Adel- 
phia,  who  was  born  September  13,  1858,  is  the.wife 
of  R.  H.  Craig,  and  has  one  child—Essie;  Betsey 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years  in  New  York,  and  Rule, 
who  was  born  November  30,  1867,  married  Stella 
Lewis  and  is  the  father  of  two  children:  Raltie  and 
Daisy. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune  and  is  now  living  in  comfort- 
able circumstances  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


.p,^ 


?    i    i    I    *       H     !    ' 


1 LDOROS  S.  SHEPARD,  Postmaster  at  Mc- 
Donald, and  a  prominent  merchant  of  the 
village,  is  classed  among  the  ambitious, 
wide-awake  young  men  of  this  section,  whose 
energy  and  business  talent  have  given  a  new  im- 
petus to  the  varied  interests  of  the  county  of  Van- 
Buren.  Besides  attending  to  the  business  of  his 
office  and  his  store,  Mr.  Shepard  is  actively  and 
profitably  engaged  in  market  gardening. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  city  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  in  1854,  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  three 
children  of  Martin  W.  and  Anna  (Griflin)  Shepard, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Rochester.  Our  subject's 
grandfather,  Series  Sliepard,  was  probably  born  in 
England,  as  were  also  the  grandparents  on  tlie 
mother's  side.  Our  subject  was  brought  to  Mich- 
igan when  a  child,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  near 
Kalamazoo.  He  remained  there  until  1864,  and 
then  went  to  South  Haven  to  Uve.  He  resided 
there  but  a  short  time  before  he  located  in  the 
village  of  Bangor,  where  he  remained  until  1877. 
In  the  spring  of  1884,  he  opened  his  store  at  Mc- 
Donald, and  has  been  engaged  here  as  a  merchant 
ever  since.  He  has  met  with  marked  success, 
building  up  an  extensive  trade,  not  only  with  the 


residents  of  the  village  but  numbering  many  of  the 
people  in  the  outlying  country  among  his  steady 
customers.  His  establishment  is  orderly  and  well 
appointed,  and  he  carries  a  fine  class  of  goods. 
He  has  succeeded  because  he  pays  close  attention 
to  his  business,  which  is  conducted  systematically 
and  on  a  paying  basis,  and  he  is  invariably  prompt 
and  courteous  in  his  dealings  with  all.  Having 
been  reared  principally  on  a  farm,  he  has  a  natural 
taste  for  agricultural  pursuits,  especially  for  horti- 
culture, and  does  quite  a  business  in  that  line  of 
farming.  Mr.  Shepard  is  a  devoted  adherent  of 
the  Republican  party,  although  he  is  by  no  means 
an  offensive  partisan,  as  is  shown  by  his  popularity 
as  Postmaster,  to  which  office  he  was  appointed  in 
1886. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Addie  M.  Brown,  in  November,  1887,  and  they 
have  established  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes  in 
the  village  of  McDonald.  Their  family  circle  is 
completed  by  the  three  children  born  unto  them, 
whom  they  have  named  Floyd,  Lewis  and  Gilbert. 
Mrs.  Shepard  is  a  native  of  this  part  of  Michigan, 
and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  its  oldest  pioneer 
families.  Her  father,  John  D.  Brown,  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  Van  Buren 
County,  his  parents  having  been  among  its  vei:y 
first  settlers. 
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"ir'  ESSE  A.  SHERROD.  Among  the  gentlemen 
prominent  in  business  circles  in  Bangor, 
there  is  perhaps  no  one  more  worthy  of 
mention  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
initiates  this  paragraph,  who  has  been  identified 
with  every  worthy  enterprise  of  the  city  since  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  place. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  Oc- 
tober 5,  1837,  and  is  one  of  nine  children  of  his 
father's  family.  He  grew  to  mature  years  in  his 
native  place,  and  received  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools,  being  also  taught  the  principles 
of  farming,  which  he  carried  on  while  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Thinking  to  better  his  financial  condi- 
tion, he  decided  to  come  to  Van  Buren  County, 
which  he  did  in  the  winter  of  1863,  and  engaged 
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in  tilling  the  soil  until  1880,  at  which  time 
he  went  into  tlie  undertaking  business,  and  is 
to-day  carrying  it  on.  Eight  years  previous,  in 
1871,  he  sold  his  farm  and  embarked  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  business,  and  to-day  enjoys  a 
liberal  patronage  from  his  many  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Sherrod  were  Daniel  and 
Hannah  (Cole)  Sherrod,  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  father  was  born  in  1800, 
and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Sherrod,  who  was  a  parti- 
cipant in  the  War  of  1812.  The  mother  was  born 
in  New  York,  and  died  in  1884.  The  father 
passed  away  in  1888.  The  family  are  descended 
from  good  old  German  stock,  their  native  thrift 
and  •intelligence  being  handed  down  through  many 
generations. 

This  gentleman  was  happily  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Rosalie  Morris,  daughter  of  E.  S.  Morris, 
of  Crawford  County,  Pa.  The  ceremony  was  sol- 
emnized April  2,  1862,  at  the  home  of  the  bride. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children: 
A  son,  Burtis  M.,  who  was  born  March  28,  1865, 
and  to  whom  they  are  giving  the  best  educational 
advantages  and  training  within  their  power.  The 
daughter,  Ella  Adell,  died  when  nine  years  of  age. 
The  family  is  one  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity, and  are  members  of  the  Disciples  Church, 
in  which  they  are  valued  members.  Mr.  Sherrod, 
socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  politically  is  a  Prohibitionist. 


:^0 


WJUDGE  AVH.LIAM  B.  WILIJAMS.  Tlie 
gentleman  whose  i)ortrait  accomi)anies  this 
personal  sketch  is  following  his  profession 
in  Allegan,  where  he  is  one  of  the  honored 
and  highly  esteemed  citizens.  He  was  born  in 
Pittsford,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  July  28,1826. 
His  parents,  Erastus  and  Elizabeth  (Lumley)  Will- 
iams,were  natives  of  Stockbridge,  Mass., and  Wales, 
respectively. 

Erastus  Williams  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  during  his  residence  in  Monroe  County, 
prior   to  which  he   had   been  a  manufacturer   of 


woolen  goods  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  He  spent 
his  later  years  in  Monroe  County,  where  he  died 
in  1873.  He  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  a  Deacon 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  nearly  all  his  life.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1827.  The  grand- 
parents of  Judge  Williams  were  Asa  and  Lucretia 
(Parks)  Williams,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  re- 
moved to  Massachusetts  and  carried  on  farming  in 
Stockbridge  Township,  Berkshire  County,  where 
they  settled  in  1775  and  resided  until  their  death. 
They  had  five  children. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  four 
sons,  three  now  living:  Edwin,  a  retired  farmer 
of  Calhoun  County,  Mich.;  Asa,  a  conductor  on  the 
Chicago  k  West  Michigan  Railroad,  and  William  B. 
Cyrus  M.  is  deceased.  Judge  Williams  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school  and  in  the  Pittsford 
High  School.  He  studied  law  at  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
at  Ballston  Spa,  and  in  the  State  and  National  Law 
School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1851  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Rochester,  where 
he  remained  until  1853.  He  then  went  to  Pitts- 
ford, where  he  practiced  until  January,  1855,  be- 
ing engaged  in  settling  his  father's  estate.  At 
that  time  he  came  to  this  city,  there  being  but  one 
firm  of  attorn (iys  in  the  place.  In  1856,  he  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  and  was  re- 
elected in  1860,  holding  the  office  for  eight  years. 

When  the  first  shot  was  fired  at  Ft.  Sumter, 
which  was  the  opening  gun  of  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion, Judge  Williams,  with  others,  began  to  or- 
ganize and  raise  troops,  going  around  the  country 
making  speeches  and  using  every  means  in  their 
power  to  aid  the  cause  of  the  Union.  He  not  only 
gave  his  advice  and  counsel,  but  illustrated  his 
patriotism  by  his  example,  enlisting  on  the  4tli  of 
August,  1862,  in  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try and  being  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  his  com- 
[>any.  Soon  afterward  he  raised  a  company  of  his 
own,  which  became  Compan}^  I,  Fifth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  reported  at  Detroit,  with  himself  as 
Captain.  They  soon  made  their  way  to  the  front, 
where  he  took  an  active  part  until  April,  1863. 
He  then  returned  home  on  a  furlough  of  fifteen 
days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  returned 
to  his  command,  and  later,  in  June,  on  account  of 
sickness    resigned.     His  company  had  been  very 
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fortunate  during  their  term  of  service,  only  one  of 
them  having  died  from  disease.  Several  were 
martyrs  to  the  terrible  prison  pens  at  Anderson- 
ville  and  Columbia,  thirteen  dying  m  those  places. 
After  his  first  return  from  the  army,  Judge  Will- 
iams had  authority  from  Gov.  Blair  to  raise  the 
Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantrj^  but  owing  to 
his  illness  he  was  not  able  to  go  to  the  field  with 
them.  He  held  the  office  of  Judge  of  Probate  for 
two  terms,  after  which  he  declined  a  re-election. 

In  1864,  Judge  Williams  was  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Visiting  Board  for  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, holding  the  office  two  terms,  of  two  years 
each.  In  1866,  he  was  elected  State  Senator  and  in 
1868  re-elected,  and  was  President,  pro  tem,  of  the 
Senate,  and  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
He  declined  a  renomination  to  the  Senate  and  was 
elected  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  which 
met  at  Lansing,  in  1867.  In  1868,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  National  Convention  at 
Chicago  which  nominated  Gen.  Grant  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1871,  he  was  appointed  Attorney 
for  the  Chicago  &  Canada  Southern  Railroad.  In 
1872,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Baldwin  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  in  connection 
with  Judge  C.  I.  Walker,  of  Detroit,  and  the  Hon. 
Henry  W.  Lord,  of  Pontiac.  C.  M.  Croswell,  who 
later  was  Governor  of  Michigan,  was  Secretary  of 
the  Board.  Judge  Williams  held  this  position  un- 
til his  election  to  Congress,  in  1873,  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Wilder  D. 
Foster.  He  was  re-elected  to  that  honorable  posi- 
tion in  1874,  but  dt^clined  to  become  a  candidate 
in  1876.  On  retiring  from  Congress,  March  4, 
1877,  Judge  Williams  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Cros- 
well Railroad  Commissioner  of  Michigan,  holding 
that  position  three  terms,  when  he  requested  to  be 
relieved  by  Gov.  Begole,  the  newly-elected  Demo- 
cratic Governor,  his  resignation  taking  effect  Jan- 
uary 15,  1883.  Since  the  latter  date  he  has  been 
a  citizen  of  Allegan  and  has  been  very  influential 
in  its  improvement.  In  addition  to  his  law  prac- 
tice, he  has  been  largely  interested  in  real  estate 
in  this  county. 

Judge  Williams  was  married,  in  September, 
1853,  to  Miss  Marietta  Osborn,of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Selura  (Hawks)  Osborn. 


Of  this  union  five  children  have  been  born:  Marion 
L.,  now  Mrs.  F.  R.  Rudd,  of  this  city;  William  B., 
a  resident  of  Deadwood,  S.  Dak.;  Ella,  the  wife  of 
T.  S.  Updyke,  of  Grand  Rapids;  Theodore  O., 
County  Surveyor  of  Allegan  County,  and  Frank 
IL,  an  attorney-at-law,  who  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  business. 

In  politics.  Judge  Williams  is  a  thorougli  Repub- 
lican, is  deeply  interested  in  all  political  issues  of 
the  day,  and  ranks  among  the  influential  members 
of  his  party  in  the  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  With  his  family, 
he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Vestry  since  the 
organization  of  the  church,  in  1858,  being  the  only 
one  who  has  held  that  position  continuously.  He 
is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Akeley  Institute  at 
Grand  Haven,  a  church  school  for  girls,  and  con- 
tributes of  his  means  toward  benevolent  measures. 


LBERT  P.  THOMAS,  who  is  the  leading 
lawyer  in  South  Haven,  located  in  that 
S  town  in  May,  1885.  He  was  born  in  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
Zimri  D.  and  Mary  (Sanderson)  Thomas.  Zimri 
D.  Thomas  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
1809.  When  quite  young,  he  came  with  his  father 
to  Western  New  York,  locating  near  Lockport,  on 
the  Holland  Purchase.  When  he  grew  up,  he  took 
a  contract  for  enlarging  the  Erie  Canal.  In  1844, 
he  removed  to  Buffalo  and  carried  on  a  hotel  in  that 
city  and  later  at  Hamburg,  where  he  ran  a  luie  of 
stages  and  also  was  Postmaster.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1853  and  settled  in  Allen  Township,  Hills- 
dale County,  on  a  farm  which  he  operated  until 
1865,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Hillsdale 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  acting  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  has  a  large  business.  He  has 
held  this  office  continuously  for  the  past  twenty- 
eight  years.  He  is  an  active  Republican  and  held 
the  office  of  Supervisor  of  Allen  Township,  Hins- 
dale County,  and  also  represented  his  district  in 
the  Legislature,  his  election  taking  [)lace  in  1864. 
He  is  a  Knight  Tem[)lar,  having  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years. 
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The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  New  York 
State  and  died  in  1877,  at  Hillsdale.  Her  birth 
took  place  about  1811.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
children,  who  all  attained  their  majority,  namely: 
William  W.,  a  farmer  in  Reading  Township,  Hills- 
dale County;  Adeline,  who  married  Emmet  Will- 
iams and  died  in  Hamburg,  leaving  two  children: 
Arvid  S.,  a  farmer  of  Allen  Township;  Albert  P, 
and  Carrie,  wife  of  Frank  Hamlin,  also  residing  in 
Allen  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  while  in  his  native 
State,  attended  the  common  schools,  and  after 
coming  to  Michigan  entered  the  college  at  Hills- 
dale upon  its  opening,  alternately  attending  school 
and  teaching.  In  1861,  while  still  at  college,  he 
enlisted,  but  was  not  accepted.  In  1862,  he  again 
enlisted,  this  time  being  more  successful,  and  in 
October  of  that  year  was  mustered  into  service  as 
Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  First  Michigan  Sharp- 
shooters. The  company  went  into  camp  at  Kala- 
mazoo, where,  m  the  spring  of  1863,  they  were 
sent  to  Ft.  Dearborn,  Detroit.  They  took  part  in  the 
chase  after  Morgan,  the  famous  raider,  afterward 
returning  to  Ft.  Dearborn,  and  then  came  to  Camp 
Douglas,  Chicago,  where  they^were  employed  in 
guarding  prisoners  until  March,  1864.  They  were 
then  sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  joined  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps  under  command  of  Gen.  Burnside, 
afterward  going  to  Warrington  Junction,  Va., where 
they  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  the  AVilderness.  At  Spott- 
sylvania  Courthouse,  our  subject  received  a  gunshot 
wound  which  disabled  him  from  service  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1865.  He  then  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was 
made  Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  being  sent  to  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  where  his  regiment  became  a  part  of 
the  second  se[)arate  division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  While  in  Nashville,  Mr.  Thomas  was 
detailed  as  Aide-de-Camp  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  H.  M. 
Judah,  which  position  he  held  until  the  ^General 
was  relieved  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  in  August,  1865, 
our  subject  having  been  promoted  in  the  meantime 
to  the  rank  of  Acting  Adjutant-General. 

When  Gen.  Judah  was  relieved.  Gen.  John  D. 
Stephenson  assumed  command  and  our  subject  re- 
mained Acting  Adjutant-General.  After  the  head- 


quarters were  changed  to  Atlanta,  Mr.  Thomas 
reported  to  Gen.  Brannen,at  Savannah, Ga.,where, 
in  December,  1865,  he  was  detailed  as  Judge  Advo- 
cate of  the  General  Court-Martial,  and  acted  in 
that  capacity  until  January  14,  1866,  when  he  was 
discharged  from  the  service  under  a  general  order. 
He  returned  to  Hillsdale  and  resumed  his  legal 
studies,  and  in  the  fall  of  1866  entered  the  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1867.  He  located  at 
Hillsdale,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1872,  when  he  went  to  Howard  City,  Montcalm 
County,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  county,  serving  in 
that  position  for  four  years.  In  May,  1885,  he  re- 
moved to  South  Haven. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married,  July  2,  1868,  at  Hills- 
dale, to  Louise  S.  Beckhardt,  daughter  of  David 
and  Adeline  Beckhardt.  She  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  in  1848.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Helen.  In  politics,  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  Re- 
publian,  and  is  Vice-president  of  the  Enterprise 
Club.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar, January  7,  1876,  being  knighted  in  the  De 
Molai  Commandery,  No.  5,  Grand  Rapids.  Mr. 
Thomas  relates  many  interesting  incidents  of  his 
war  experience,  and  among  others  tells  how  he  was 
given  an  order  for  the  capture  of  Jeff  Davis,which 
was  carried  from  Gen.  Steadman  to  Gen.  Wilson 
at  Macon,  going  alone  under  a  flag  of  truce  from 
Altoona.  He  reported  to  Gen.  Wilson,  and  the 
next  day  Jeff  Davis  w^as  captured,  and  our  subject 
returned  on  the  same  train  to  Atlanta. 

\¥/  OEL  I).  IMONROP],  who  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  Paw  Paw  as  a  pension,  real-estate 
^--x  and  collection  agent,  is  a  i)rominent  and 
^^11^  well-known  figure  in  political,  Grand  Army 
and  social  circles  in  Van  Buren  Couiit}'^  and  else- 
where. He  is  a  fine  representative  of  the  native- 
born  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  so  nobly 
and  patriotically  sacrificed  the  opening  years  of 
their  manhood  in  battling  for  the  Union  during 
the  Civil  War.  Our  subject  was. scarcely  more  than 
a  boy  when  he  volunteered  his  services  to  defend 
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the  Stars  and  Stripes,  but  early  in  the  conflict  he 
won  a  high  reputation  for  coolness  and  unflinching 
courage,  for  promptness  and  fidelity  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  for  other  genuine  sol- 
dierly qualities  that  gained  liima  military  record 
of  which  he  and  his  may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sempronius, 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  22, 1843,  a  son  of  Joel 
and  Eliza  (Atwood)  Monroe.  His  father,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  was  born  September  8,  1806.  He  was 
an  infant  in  arms  when  his  father,  Joel  Monroe, 
Sr.,  settled  in  New  Hampshire.  When  he  was  ten 
years  of  age,  his  father  removed  to  Shrewsbury, 
Mass., whence  he  went  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
live  when  Joel,  Jr.,  was  eighteen  years  old.  It  was 
there,  in  the  town  of  Moravia,  that  the  younger 
Monroe  met  and  married  Eliza  Atwood.  She  was 
a  native  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  born  May  22, 
1808,  and  had  gone  from  her  birthplace  with  her 
parents  to  New  York.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
spent  their  early  married  life  in  Cayuga  County, 
but  when  he  was  ten  years  old  they  took  up  their 
residence  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
carried  on  farming  for  many  years.  After  the  war, 
their  son,  of  whom  we  write,  persuaded  them  to 
remove  to  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  in  Porter 
Township,  this  county.  This  was  not  the  father's 
first  experience  of  life  in  Michigan.  He  had  form- 
erly lived  in  this  State  in  Territorial  days  as  a  pio- 
neer settler  in  Oakland  County,  entering  land  near 
Pontiac,  from  the  Oovernment.  He  located  there, 
and  for  some  four  j^ears  was  engaged  at  his  trade 
as  a  shoemaker.  He  then  returned  to  New  York 
and  remained  there  until  his  removal  to  Ohio,  in 
1853.  The  father  closed  his  eyes  in  death,  in  1879, 
on  the  farm  in  Porter  Township. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Ohio,  and 
was  early  set  to  worT^  at  various  kinds  of  agricul- 
tural labor  to  the  neglect  of  his  education.  He 
was  a  thoughtful,  studious  lad,  and  in  time  made  up 
for  his  lack  of  schooling.  At  the  age  of  fourteen, 
he  began  to  perfect  himself  in  penmanship,  having 
a  natural  talent  in  that  direction, and  by  studying 
a  Spencerian  Compendium  carefully,  and  practicing 
at  every  opportunity,  he  became  so  accomplished 
in  the  art  that  he  was  perfectly  competent  to  teach 
it,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  commenced  to  con- 


duct night  schools  in  country  schoolhouses  for  the 
purpose  of  imparting  instruction  in  penmanship. 
He  soon  acquired  local  fame  in  that  line,  and  suc- 
ceeded financially  beyond  his  highest  expectations. 
He  was  at  that  time  learning  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter in  the  summer,  and  he  took  lessons  in  symmet- 
rical drawing  and  architecture.  By  teaching  pen- 
manship, he  obtained  money  to  buy  a  scholarship 
in  the  commercial  course  at  Oberlin  College,  but 
did  not  attend,  as  the  war  broke  out. 

At  the  opening  of  the  rebellion,  our  subject 
threw  aside  pen  and  books  and  eagerly  volunteered 
for  the  three-months'  service,  enlisting  May  17, 
1861,  at  which  time  he  lacked  iive  days  of  being 
eighteen  years  old.  The  quota  being  already  filled, 
much  to  his  disappointment  he  was  obliged  to 
wait  awhile  before  joining  the  army,  but  he  re- 
enlisted,  in  Jul}^,  for  the  three-years'  term,  being 
assigned  to  Company  I,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry, 
which  formed  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  fought  gallantly  with  his  regiment  in  many 
skirmishes  with  the  enemy,  and  in  the  battles  of 
Chancellorsville,  Fredericksburg,  Fairfax  Court 
House  and  Gettysburg.  The  connection  of  his 
regiment  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  sev- 
ered at  Gettj^sburg  by  the  consolidation  of  the 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps,  which  became  the 
Twentieth  Corps,  and  he  and  his  comrades  were 
sent  to  the  assistance  of  Rosecrans  at  Chattanooga. 
Here  the  brave  boys  saw  more  hard  fighting, 
and  our  subject  bore  a  gallant  part  in  it  all  until 
after  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  wheo  he 
was  placed  on  detached  service  as  clerk  at  head- 
quarters of  transportation  at  Nashville,  a  post  for 
which  he  was  eminently  fitted,  and  he  retained  it 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment. 

When  he  was  discharged,  Mr.  Monroe  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  after  staying  at  home  a  few  days  he 
proceeded  to  New  York  with  some  friends,  and 
thence  went  to  the  front  to  visit  the  One  Hundred 
and  Eleventh  New  York  Infantry.  The  martial 
spirit  was  still  strong  within  him,  notwithstanding 
his  previous  long  and  trying  experience  of  the 
hardships  of  war,  and  he  re-enlisted  as  a  member 
of  that  regiment,  in  Company  C,  June  4,  1864, 
and  from  that  time  was  present  at  every  encounter 
with  the  enemy   until  December  9,  when  he  was 
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disabled  at  Ffatc] lie's  Run  by  a  fracture  of  his  skull, 
caused  by  a  portion  of  a  tree,  tliat  had  been  hit  by 
a  shell,  falling  on  liini.  He  was  in  a  hospital  for 
fifteen  days,  but  could  no  longer  stand  the  re- 
straints of  hospital  life,  and  stole  away  without 
warning  or  leave,  to  join  his  regiment.  The  brave 
fellow  was  warmly  received  by  his  Captain  and 
Colonel,  who  fully  appreciated  his  value  as  a  sol- 
dier and  were  glad  to  have  him  back  again.  He 
was  present  at  tlie  surrender  of  Lee,  at  Appomattox, 
and  after  taking  part  in  the  Grand  Review  of  all 
the  troops  at  Washington, he  was  discharged,  June 
4,  1805. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  for  the  last  time,  our 
friend  returned  to  New  York  to  finish  his  inter- 
rupted visit  of  the  year  before.  He  tlien  returned 
to  his  Ohio  home,  and  subsequently  took  a  three- 
months'  trip  through  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Colorado 
and  other  parts  of  the  West.  He  found  no  place 
in  which  he  cared  to  locate  permanently,  and  retrac- 
ing his  steps  Eastward,  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Porter  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  upon  which 
he  persuaded  his  parents  to  settle,  as  we  have  be- 
fore mentioned.  That  was  in  the  fall  of  1865,  and 
for  some  time  our  subject  gave  his  attention  to 
farming.  Two  years  later,  he  removed  to  Lawton, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  as  a  carpenter,  and 
had  charge  of  a  planing  mill.  He  lived  there  until 
1875,  having  sold  his  farm,  and  then  went  to  re- 
side with  his  father  in  order  to  oversee  the  farm, 
as  his  father  was  in  poor  health.  He  continued  to 
follow  carpenter  work,  however,  and  lived  there 
and  in  that  neighborhood  until  the  fall  of  1883. 
After  liis  father's  death,  in  1879,  he  bought  forty 
acres  of  land  near  Lawton,  and  made  his  liome 
upon  that  until  1887,  when,  having  been  elected 
Registrar  of  Deeds,  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Paw  Paw. .  He  was  re-elected  to  that  office  in  1889, 
and  served  four  years  in  all.  While  living  in 
Porter  Township,  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  four 
years. 

Mr.  Monroe  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  has  been  a  loyal  adherent  from  the 
days  wlien  lie  was  fighting  to  sustain  its  principles 
on  Southern  battlefields.  His  first  Presidential 
vote  was  cast  in  1868,  in  favor  of  Gen.  Grant,  and 


many  times  he  has  been  a  delegate  to  county  con- 
ventions, as  well  as  to  two  congressional,  three 
State  and  alike  number  of  legislative  conventions. 
He  is  also  conspicuous  as  a  Grand  Army  man  and 
prominent  in  the  conclaves  of  that  organization. 
He  has  been  Adjutant  of  L.  C.  Woodman  Post, 
No.  196,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Micliigan,  he 
having  been  the  prime  mover  in  obtaining  the  or- 
ganization of  that  [)ost.  He  has  also  been  Officer  of 
the  day  one  term,  Commander  two  terms  and  Act- 
ing Commander  one  term.  He  has  been  present  at 
three  National  reunions  held  at  Columbus,  Milwau- 
kee and  Detroit,  respectively.  Mr.  Monroe  is  also 
one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  this  part  of  the  country,  belonging 
to  Lawton  Lodge,  No.  216.  He  held  the  position 
of  Senior  Deacon  for  four  years,  that  of  Junior 
Deacon  one  year,  and  he  is  a  charter  member  of 
said  lodge. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Munger  was  celebrated  December  17,1867.  Mrs. 
Monroe  is  a  native  of  tliis  county,  born  m  Porter 
Township,  May  16,  1844,  a  daughter  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families.  Her  parents,  Luke  and  Lucre tia 
(Reed)  Munger,  were  natives  of  New  York  State 
and  Ohio,  respectively,  and  early  settlers  of  Van 
Buren  County,  coming  to  Michigan  in  Territorial 
days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monroe  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Stella  A.,  who  married  John 
Lytic,  a  farmer  of  Porter  Township,  is  the  mother 
of  one  child;  Mark  P.,  who  is  learning  the  art  of 
printing;  Carl,  Celia,  Viola,  Leon  and  Pearl. 
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ZRA  S.  UPHAM,  although  residing  on  his 
farm  on  section  17,  Porter  Town- 
Buren  County,  is  retired  from 
the  active  duties  of  life.  He  was  born  April  19, 
1821,  in  Vermont,  and  is  the  son  of  Joshua  C.  and 
Sallie  (Willard)  ITpham,  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
but  who  accompanied  their  respective  parents  to 
Vermont  in  their  youth.  The  father  was  a  clothier, 
and  his  father,  James  ITpham,  died  on  a  farm  in 
Montgomery,  Vt.,  aged  sixty-eight  j^ears.  He  had 
been  a  merchant  in  early  life.  The  maternal  grand- 
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father  of  our  subject,  Eli  Willard,  was  a  farmer, 
and  died  when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  The 
family  on  both  sides  of  the  house  are  of  old  New 
England  stock. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  West  to  Lorain 
County,  Oliio,  in  1836.  The  mother  died  in  Milan, 
that  State,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
Mr.  IJpliam  passed  away  at  the  home  of  our  subject, 
in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  Ezra  S.  Upham  came 
to  the  Wolverine  State  in  1837,  and  made  his 
home  for  three  years  in  Otsego.  He  then  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  was  married,  in  1840^  to  Miss  Sarah 
Hunter,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Upham  was 
born  in  1822,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Hunter,  a  farmer  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1838, 
and  located  in  Genesee  County,  where  he  was  a 
prominent  citizen  and  made  his  permanent  home. 
Mrs.  Hunter  died  some  twenty  years  after  coming 
to  Michigan. 

Our  subject  continued  to  make  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  his  home  after  his  marriage,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  upon  which  he  resided  twentj^-tw^o 
years.  In  1862,  he  came  with  his  family  to  the  Wol- 
verine State,  and  located  in  the  Kinney  Settlement 
on  an  improved  farm.  He  resided  there  but  two 
years,  however,  when  he  purchased  a  tract  on  sec- 
tion 24.  Two  years  later  he  disposed  of  that  prop- 
erty and  became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  on 
section  20.  He  donated  the  land  where  the  Prot- 
estant Methodist  Church  now  stands,  and  was 
otherwise  interested  in  all  worthy  objects. 

In  1873  Mr.  Upham  purchased  his  present  farm, 
which  contains  ninety  acres.  In  addition  to  that 
tract,  he  owns  thirty-eight  acres  east  of  his  home 
farm,  and  a  nine-acre  wood  lot.  His  comfortable 
residence  was  erected  in  1876,  and  his  estate  con- 
tains all  the  improvements  which  make  agriculture 
a  pleasure.  He  does  a  general  farming  business 
and  lias  his  place  stocked  with  a  good  grade  of 
animals. 

The  family  of  our  worthy  subject  and  his  wife 
number  seven  children:  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Chamber- 
lain, has  one  child;  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  T.  Wy- 
man  and  has  two  children;  Almira,  Mrs.  John  Mc 
Lain,  has  four  children;  Martha,  Mrs.  Hamilton 
McLain,  has  two  children;  Cappie  married  F.  Cham- 
berlain and  has  one  child;  James  N.  married  Gert- 


rude Packard  and  has  one  child;  Charles  B.  mar- 
ried Lillian  Bradford  and  has  two  children. 

Mr.  Upham  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  school 
oificer  in  his  district.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James 
G.  Birney.  While  a  resident  of  Ohio,  he  was  Town- 
ship Trustee  for  fifteen  successive  years,  receiving  in 
his  last  election  every  vote  but  two  in  the  township. 
He  has  been  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  three 
different  times,  but  has  never  qualified.  He  has 
represented  his  township  in  the  office  of  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  has  otherwise  been  active  in 
public  affairs. 


[1^=^" 


*  MLLIAM  WEBSTER  is  a  resident  of  Hart- 
\/jJ//  ^^''^?  Van  Buren  County,  who  was  born  in 
V^  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  August  20,  1820, 
and  is  one  of  a  family  of  eighteen  children,  fifteen 
of  whom  are  still  living.  The  parents  of  this 
family  were  Charles  I.  and  Arvilla  (Fish)  Webster. 
They  came  from  New  Hampshire  to  New  York. 
During  the  War  of  1812  the  father  served  in  the 
Commisary  Department.  His  father,  Nathan  Web- 
ster, served  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  New  York  State, 
in  1841,  to  Arpha  Odell,  and  by  her  had  eleven 
children.  One  son,  Charles  I.,  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Atlanta.  Our  subject  moved  his  family  to  Mich- 
igan in  1855,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State 
since  then.  In  1889  Mrs.  Webster  passed  away, 
and  in  1890  the  husband  was  married  to  Jane 
Bennett.  Six  of  Mr.  Webster's  family  are  now  liv- 
ing, two  in  Detroit  and  four  in  Hartford. 

When  the  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  this 
county,  he  found  it  entirely  new  and  his  family 
set  to  work  and  cleared  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-four  acres.  He  still  owns  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  acres  of  it,  which  is  operated  by 
a  son.  He  owns  a  nice  home  in  the  village  where 
he  now  makes  his  home,  retired  from  all  active 
labor,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early 
labors.  He  is  a  congenial  man,  and  is  held  in 
the  highest  respect  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact.     Politically,   he   is  a  Republican    at   all 
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times  and  socially  lie  is  a  member  of  tlie  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  in  Hartford.  When  he  first  came 
here,  there  were  not  more  than  one  or  two  stores 
in  the  place  and  he  has  seen  the  town  develop  to 
what  it  is  to  day. 


^^^>^-<M 
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ANIEL  W.  SIA8,  whowas  a  soldier  during 
the  late  war,  now  occu[)ies  an  important 
position  as  a  wide-awake,  prosperous 
farmer  of  Yan  Buren  County,  his  fine 
farm,  with  its  well  tilled  acres,  and  substantial 
modern  improvements,  comparing  with  the  best  in 
Bangor  Township.  Mr.  Sias  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1839,  the  third  child  in  the  fam- 
ily of  four  children  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Chap- 
man) Sias.  His  father  was  born  in  A'ermont,  in 
1796,  and  the  mother  was  a  native  of  New  York 
City.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Jeremiah  and  Achsah  (Whittier)  Sias,  his 
grandmother  being  a  cousin  of  the  poet  Whittier. 
Our  subject  passed  his  youth  in  his  native  State, 
and  was  in  the  opening  years  of  an  energetic, 
self-reliant  manhood  when  the  war  broke  out. 
In  1864,  he  threw  aside  all  personal  considera- 
tions and  enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-sixth  New  York  Infantry,  and  served  until 
the  Government  Iiad  no  farther  use  for  his  services, 
the  conflict  between  the  North  and  the  South  hav- 
ing been  brought  to  a  successful  issue.  He  bore 
an  active  part  in  the  capture  of  Petersburg,  and  in 
the  various  encounters  of  his  regiment  wath  the 
enemy,  he  displayed  the  coolness  and  resource  of  a 
veteran,  and  his  war  record  is  an  honor  to  him. 

In  1871,  Mr.  Sias  removed  his  family  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  on  section  31,  Bangor  Township. 
Here  he  has  developed  a  very  fine  farm,  amply 
supplied  with  good  buildings  and  with  the  mod- 
ern appliances  pertaining  to  agriculture,  and  its 
eighty  acres  of  fertile  soil  are  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  Mr.  Sias  has  proved  to  be  a  valu- 
able acquisition  to  the  citizenship  of  this  county, 
and  has  not  only  done  good  work  as  a  skillful, 
practical  farmer,  but  also  as  a  public-spirited  civic 
official.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  about  fourteen  years,  besides   being  School 


Inspector  and  Highway  Commissioner.  He  is  a 
man  of  steady,  clear  brain,  of  undoubted  veracity 
and  steadfast  honor,  and  in  him  the  Christian 
Church  finds  one  of  its  most  consistent  and  hard- 
working members.  Politically,  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Kepul)lican  party  ever  since  he  be- 
gan to  vote. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Addie 
Parker  took  place  in  his  native  county  in  1860. 
It  has  been  a  felicitious  union,  and  has  brought 
them  two  children:  Ernest  B.,  who  resides  on  a 
farm  adjoining  his  father's,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Warren  T.  Winslow,  station  agent  for  the  Toledo 
&  South  Haven  Railway,  at  Covert.  Mrs.  Sias  is  a 
daughter  of  Davis  Parker,  who  is  thought  to  have 
been  born  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  who  w\as  a  brother 
of  the  famous  Presbyterian  ministei*,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
O.  Parker,  who  resided  in  Flint,  Mich.,  and  was  a 
son  of  Joseph  Parker.  The  latter  was  a  native  of 
New  England,  but  was  of  English  antecedents. 


^^  LENN  DOUGLASS  STUART.  To  a  few  such 
III  (— -,  men  as  our  subject,  Kalamazoo  owes  much 
%^Jj^  of  its  present  activity  in  trade  and  manu- 
facturing interests. 

It  is  to  the  active,  pushing,  vigorous  young 
businessmen  like  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  article  that  this  beautiful  city  owes  much  of 
its  advancement.  Glenn  Douglass  Stuart  is  doing 
his  part  well  and  were  the  lovers  of  the  esculent 
herb  to  have  a  voice  he  would  be  crowned  what 
he  is  already  ''The  Celery  King." 

Born  at  Gowanda,  N.  Y.,  February  15,  1860, 
Mr.  Stuart  is  the  son  of  Hon.  William  H.  and  Bar- 
bara (Allen)  Stuart,  natives  of  New  York.  He 
is  the  fourth  of  five  children,  tliree  of  whom  sur- 
vive, one,  Mrs.  Alice  Blackney,  being  identified 
with  him  in  business.  He  was  reared  in  Gowanda, 
received  his  education  in  Wooster  (Ohio)  College, 
and  studied  law  in  his  native  city.  In  1883  he 
came  to  Kalamazoo  and  studied  under  Gov. 
Charles  May,  with  whom  he  remained  some  years. 
On  account  of  trouble  with  his  eyes,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  study  and  seek  outdoor  em- 
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ployment.  He  therefore  eommenced  in  the  ec^lerv' 
business,  and  from  a  small  beginning  has  increased 
his  enterprise  until  now  the  business  in  the  city 
averages  forty  tons  daily  during  the  season. 

The  business  in  which  Mr.  Stuart  engages  sup- 
ports at  least  one  fourth  of  the  population  of  Kal- 
amazoo. His  grounds  include  three  thousand 
acres  in  Kalamazoo  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Stuart  is 
also  a  breeder  of  trotting  horses,  having  about 
thirty  first-class  animals.  Several  have  a  record 
of  2:30,  while  many  others  have  become  well 
known  on  the  track.  December  8, 1883,  Mr.  Stuart 
was  married  to  Miss  Alice,  daughter  of  Herman 
Hascall,  founder  of  tlie  daily  Telegraph.  Mrs. 
Stuart  was  born  in  Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Stuart  and 
his  wife  have  two  children:  Maud  and  Allen. 

Socially,  Mr.  Stuart  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Few  men  have 
made  as  rapid  and  substantial  advancement  in 
business  as  Mr.  Stuart.  Keen-witted  and  wide- 
awake he  is  a  typical  resident  of  the  West  and  will 
undoubtedly  attain  wealth  in  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion. 


4#- 
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<!  MLLIAM  K.  VAN  HISE  is  a  well-known 
\/sJ//  ^^^^  highlj^-respected  farmer  of  Van  Buren 
^^  County,  residing  on  section  14,  Decatur 
Township,  where  for  a  third  of  a  century  he  has 
made  his  home.  Of  much  of  the  liistory  of  the 
county  he  has  been  an  eye-witness,  has  seen 
its  growth  and  upbuilding,  and  has  aided  in  its 
development.  He  is,  therefore,  deserving  of  rep- 
resentation in  this  volume,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  record  his  sketch. 

Our  subject's  father,  Joseph  Van  Hise,  was  born 
in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in  1805,  and  when  a  lad  of 
seven  years  went  with  his  parents  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
May  Keer,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Shortly 
afterward  he  removed  to  Lebanon,  Ohio,  in  1836, 
and  twent}^  years  later  came  to  Michigan,  locat- 
ing in  Decatur  Township.  In  Cincinnati  he  had 
learned  the  hatter's  trade,  but  in  Lebanon  fol- 
lowed the  milling  business,  and  here  engaged  in 
farming.     He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  until  the 


nomination  of  Fremont,  when  he  joined  the  new 
Republic^an  party  and  became  one  of  its  stanch 
advocates.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Town  Clerk  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  Super- 
visor of  Decatur  Township  before  the  townships 
were  divided.  He  died  April  14,  1872,  and  was 
buried  on  the  old  homestead,  where  his  father  and 
mother  were  also  interred,  their  deaths  occurring 
several  years  after  he  came  to  Michigan.  Of  the 
eight  children  in  the  Van  Hise  family,  six  grew  to 
mature  years  and  three  yet  survive.  Eunice,  w^ho 
has  taught  thirty-nine  terms  of  school,  is  now  liv- 
ing with  her  mother  on  the  old  homestead ;  Jarred 
P.  operates  the  old  homestead,  which  was  a  wild 
tract  of  land  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  father 
from  the  United  States  Government. 

William  Van  Hise,  of  this  sketch,  claims  Ohio 
as  the  State  of  his  nativity,  a  farm  in  Butler 
County  being  the  place  of  his  birth  and  the  date 
July  10,  1835.  He  was  a  babe  when  his  parents 
came  to  Michigan,  and  in  this  State,  therefore,  al- 
most his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  The  public 
schools  afforded  him  his  educational  privileges, 
but  his  training  there  was  more  meager  than  that 
which  he  received  on  the  farm.  Abandoning  farm 
work  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business,  which  he  followed  for  four  years, 
having  liad  some  experience  in  that  line  as  a  clerk 
in  a  store  in  Lawton.  On  selling  his  stock  of 
groceries,  he  removed  to  the  farm  in  Decatur 
Township  which  has  since  been  his  home,  and  his 
farming  labors  have  only  been  interrupted  by  his 
service  in  the  late  war.  Feeling  that  his  country 
needed  his  aid,  he  enlisted,  December  9,  1863,  in 
Company  H,  Twelfth  Micliigan  Infantry,  under 
Capt.  Claflm,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  mustered  out  on  the  15th  of  February, 
1866.  He  was  with  the  Western  Army,  and  most 
of  the  time  served  on  detached  duty. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1858,  Mr.  Van  Hise  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Amelia,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Phoebe  Armitage,  who  were 
natives  of  the  Empire  State  and  emigrated  to 
Jackson,  Mich.,  in  an  early  day.  Mrs.  Van  Hise's 
mother  died  when  she  was  a  maiden  of  ten  sum- 
mers, and  her  father  afterward  removed  to  Decatur, 
where  she  became  acquainted  with  her  future  hus- 
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band.  Unto  them  were  born  four  children,  but 
Eugene  E.,  born  May  24,  1863,  died  February  25, 
1864.  Inez  P.,  born  July  3,  1859,  is  the  wife  of 
Adelbert  Maguire,  of  Paw  Paw  Township;  Susa 
K.,  born  March  17,  1861,  is  teaching  school  in  the 
McWilliams  district  and  resides  at  home;  Carrie 
B.,  who  was  born  June  25,  1875,  and  is  now  at- 
tending school  in  Decatur,  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Van  Ilise  is  a  man  who  gives  his  support  to 
all  worthy  enterprises  and  is  a  friend  to  educa- 
tional, social  and  moral  reforms.  Of  the  cause  of 
temperance  he  is  a  stanch  advocate,  and  labors 
earnestly  in  its  interests.  Socially,  he  is  a  demitted 
Mason,  and  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and 
the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Decatur.  He  is  an  in- 
flexible adherent  of  Republican  principles,  and  an 
active  worker  for  the  party's  interest,  and  has 
filled  a  number  of  ollices  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  For  six  years 
lie  has  been  Supervisor  of  the  township,  still  hold- 
ing the  position;  was  Clerk  for  two  years;  for 
about  twenty  years  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  was  Drain  Commissioner  and  Commissioner  of 
Highways  for  one  year  each.  The  duties  of  citi- 
zenship he  has  ever  faithfully  discharged,  and  is 
alike  true  to  private  trusts.  He  now  does  a  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  businCvSS,  and  has 
forty  acres  of  his  sixty-acre  farm  under  a  high 
state  of  cutivation. 


^ .,  LEXANDER  W.  HENDRICK,  M.  D.  The 
■ILM  medical  profession  has  many  able  repre- 
sentatives in  Paw  Paw,  and  among  those 
who  stand  foremost  and  highest  in  the 
esteem  of  the  people  may  be  mentioned  the  gen- 
tleman whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the  oppo- 
site page.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Hahnemann  Medi- 
cal College,  at  Chicago,  and  during  the  j^ears 
which  he  has  devoted  to  his  profession  has  proved 
himself  eminently  worthy  of  his  high  calling,  and 
has  achieved  success  and  prominence.  As  a  sur- 
geon he  stands  very  high,  having  had  many  in- 
tricate cases  under  his  care  and  meeting  with  won- 
derful success. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  perhaps  best  known 
10 


outside  of  Paw  Paw  as  the  founder  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  ''Maple  City  Home,"  where  the 
drinking  and  opium  habits  may  be  cured  by  a 
treatment  which  includes  all  there  is  in  the  chloride 
of  gold  cure.  At  this  institute  there  are  two 
distinct  courses  of  treatment:  one  for  original 
cases,  and  another  especially  adapted  to  the  cure 
of  those  who  have  taken  a  course  elsewhere  and 
have  since  relapsed.  The  treatment  is  most  ap- 
proved and  successful,  and  consists  in  the  use  of 
chloride  of  gold  and  sodium,  in  combination  with 
other  potent  and  well-chosen  drugs.  The  so-called 
bi-chloride  of  gold  or  double  gold — if  it  means  any- 
thing— is  too  strong,  and  with  its  use  patients  are 
liable  to  be  overdosed;  hence  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency to  relapse,  insanity  and  suicide  which  occur 
so  frequently  in  other  treatments.  The  chloride  of 
gold,  and  of  ^sodium  as  a  preparation  of  gold,  is 
sufficiently  powerful,  and  with  other  direct  and 
potent  remedies  in  combination  is  much  more 
efficient,  and  by  its  use  the  ill  effects  of  the  gold 
cure  are  avoided. 

The  cure  adopted  hy  Dr.  Hendrick  is  per- 
formed by  antidoting  the  alcoholic  poison,  elimi- 
nating its  ill  effects,  curing  the  diseased  condi- 
tions, righting  up  the  prostrated  nerves,  and  taking 
away  the  appetite  for  liquor — making  it  loath- 
some, so  that  the  person  so  treated  will  abhor  it 
within  one  week.  It  may  take  three  or  four  weeks 
to  complete  a  cure.  All  liquors  needed  are 
furnished  until  no  more  will,  or  can,  be  taken. 
Drimkenness  is  cured  by  this  treatment  as  posi- 
tively as  ague  may  be  cured  and  as  easily. 

While  the  cure  is  thorough,  the  patients  are  pre- 
served from  the  shock  of  the  battle,  their  nerve 
force  not  being  exhausted  in  the  manner  complained 
of  by  those  who  have  been  treated  elsewhere.  In- 
variably the  patients  leave  with  a  well-regulated 
system  and  a  hopeful  spirit.  The  secoiid  course 
of  treatment  is  adapted  to  those  who  have  re- 
lapsed after  a  course  at  other  institutes.  It  is 
well  understood  that  it  is  dangerous  for  them  to 
go  through  the  same  treatment  where  the  bi- 
chloride of  gold  is  used.  One  directly  adapted 
to  such  cases  is  here  provided,  and  it  is  proving 
to  be  wonderfully  successful;  and  these  second - 
course  patients  have   a  safe,  easy    time,  with   no 
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more  suffering  than  the  first-course  patients.  They 
have  as  bright  and  hopeful  prospects  as  others, 
and  have  reason  to  feel  the  most  profound  grati- 
tude for  their  restoration.  At  the  Maple  City 
Home,  baths  of  all  kinds  are  administered,  as  well 
as  the  massage  and  electric  treatment  and  the 
Swedish  Movement  Cure.  While  the  general 
work  of  a  sanitarium  is  done  here,  especial  atten- 
tion is  given  orificial  surgery,  for  which  splendid 
advantages  are  offered. 

A  native  of  New  York,  Dr.  Hendrick  was  born 
in  Berlin  Township,  Rensselaer  County,  August 
8,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  W.  and  Betsy 
A.  (Record)  Hendrick,  natives  of  New  York  and 
of  English  ancestry.  Our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood in  New  York,  receiving  an  academic  educa- 
tion and  fitting  for  college  at  New  Hampton, 
N.  H.,  where  he  took  a  course  in  the  Biblical 
School.  After  taking  his  college  course  at  Am- 
herst, he  entered  the  ministry  at  the  age  of 
twenty- four.  He  liad  been  converted  to  the  faith 
of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church  three  years  pre- 
vious to  becoming  a  minister.  For  about  five 
years  he  followed  ministerial  work  in  Central 
New  York. 

On  September  3,  1860,  Dr.  Hendrick  and  Miss 
Harriet  Horton,  of  Poestenkill,  N.  Y.,  were  united 
in  marriage.  Failing  health  induced  the  young 
minister  to  come  to  Batavia,  111.,  and  later  he  en- 
tered Hahnemann  Medical  College,  at  Chicago, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1871.  He  lo- 
cated in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  thence  removed  to 
Galien,  and  from  there  came  to  Paw  Paw  in  1877. 
He  has  made  a  fair  fortune  in  his  profession  and 
has  a  splendid  library.  During  the  fire,  in  1888, 
he  lost  $800  worth  of  medical  works,  besides  office 
fixtures  valued  in  all  at  $1,350.  In  his  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  although  not  old  enough  to 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  at  the  time  of  his  candi- 
dacy for  the  Presidential  Chair,  yet  he  spoke  for 
him  at  many  meetings.  He  is  now  a  member  and 
a  Trustee  in  the  Baptist  Church,  in  Paw  Paw, 
and  was  initiated  into  masonry  in  Batavia,  111., 
although  he  is  not  identified  with  the  order  here. 

The  Doctor  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par- 
ents of  the  following-named  children:  Ella  Fran- 
cettaj  Wayland  Alexander,  who  died  when  nine 


years  old;  Howard  E.  and  Byron  C,  who  passed 
away  in  infancy;  Edith  A.,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 9,  1879,  and  Eugenia  Paulina,  August  17, 
1882.  Ella  F.  married  W.  E.  Woodard,  a  farmer 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Success  is  the  true  test  of  merit,  and  those  who 
know  Dr.  Hendrick  will  bear  witness  to  his  being 
an  honorable,  conscientious  physician,  who  has 
become  thoroughlj^  conversant  with  the  details  of 
his  profession  by  hard  study  and  indomitable 
energy.  An  enterprising  citizen,  he  is  always 
ready  to  advance  any  truly  meritorious  project 
that  will  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  during  his  residence  in  Paw  Paw  has 
won  a  host  of  friends. 


ORRIN  PARKER,  deceased.  Among  the  prom- 
inent pioneers  of  Keeler  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  stands  the  name  of  the  gen- 
tleman of  whom  we  write,  and  although  he  has 
passed  away  to  enjoy  the  recompense  due  his  long 
and  useful  life,  his  memory  still  lives  among  those 
who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in  New  York  State 
in  June,  1788,  and  was  one  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  Timothy  and  Eunice  Parker.  They 
were  named:  Anson,  Orrin,  Parley,  Chauncy, 
Fannie,  Orson,  Laura,  Harvey,  Russell  and  Polly. 
All  grew  to  mature  years. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Jemima  Day,  in  No- 
vember, 1809,  and  reared  a  familj^  of  ten  children: 
Emery,  Laura,  Abigail,  Sampson,  Fannie,  Amos  A., 
Russell,  Orson  F.,  Milla  M.  and  Calvin  D.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parker  came  to  Washtenaw  County,  Midi., 
in  1836,  and  from  there  moved  to  Van  Buren 
County,  in  1838,  and  settled  in  the  woods.  They 
developed  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  where  his  wife 
died  in  1849,  and  he  passed  from  this  life  in  1867. 
One  daughter,  Milla,  married  John  W.  Abbott,  in 
1854,  and  they  established  themselves  on  a  farm 
in  the  dense  woods  and  cleared  a  place  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  acres  before  Mr.  Abbott's  death, 
which  occurred  in  1870.  He  and  his  worthy  wife 
had  born  to  them  one  child,  Helen  M.,  now  the 
wife  of  Frank  Tuttle.  Mr.  Abbott  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N,  Y.,  in  May,  1826.     His  par- 
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ents  were  Osem  and  Annie  (Olden)  Abbott,  the 
father  born  in  1797,  and  the  mother  in  1802.  They 
were  both  natives  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Abbott 
erected  a  beautiful  brick  residence  on  her  farm  in 
the  summer  of  1881,  and  has  conducted  her  own 
business  affairs  in  which  she  has  been  very  success- 
ful. She  is  one  of  the  most  respected  ladies  of  the 
community. 


G' 


J I LE8  H.  HILL,  who  has  a  pleasant  home  on 
section  19,  Allegan  Township, is  a  re])resen- 
tative  farmer  and  influential  resident  of 
Allegan  County.  He  is  now  retired  from  active 
farming  operations,  although  he  still  maintains 
the  supervision  of  this  place  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres.  A  native  of  Richland  Township, 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  November  14, 
1816,  and  is  the  son  of  Arrey,  and  Polly  (Lind- 
man)  Hill,  natives  of  New  York.  The  father, 
who  was  a  ship  builder,  came  to  Michigan  in  1827, 
and,  locating  in  Detroit,  sojourned  there  for  a 
|)eriod  of  two  years. 

P>om  there  Mr.  Hill  removed  to  a  small  village 
called  Plymouth  Corners,  where  he  built  several 
mills  and  other  buildings  during  his  residence  in 
the  place  of  about  three  years.  i\fterward,  he  re- 
sided for  a  time  in  Grand  Rapids,  then  a  small 
hamlet,  and  thence  proceeded  toGrandville,  where 
he  remained  about  fifteen  years.  In  1852,  he  came 
to  Allegan  County  and  settled  on  section  24,  Pine 
Plains  Township,  where  he  remained  until  1854. 
When  on  his  way  to  Grandville  he  was  taken  sick 
at  Bradley's  Corners  and  there  died.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  at  Grandville,  April  10,  1884, 
at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-four. 

The  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  con- 
sisted of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Giles  IL,  Arrey  J.  and  Betsy. 
Our  subject  was  about  seventeen  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen,  began  trading  with  the  Indians  at 
Grand  Rapids.  He  became  fluent  m  the  use  of 
Indian  language  and  spent  the  winter  seasons  for 
a  number  of  years  on  the  East  shore  of  Michigan, 


buying  furs  and  exchanging  goods  for  the  same. 
For  three  and  one  half  years  he  carried  the  mail 
from  Grand  Rapids  to  Kalamazoo,  first  making  the 
trip  on  horseback  for  three  months,  and  then  trav- 
eling in  a  buggy  and  carrying  passengers.  In 
company  with  Orlando  Pierce,  he  later  carried  the 
mail  and  conveyed  passengers  in  a  stage  coach  the 
entire  distance  of  sixty-five  miles. 

Afterward,  Mr.  Hill  worked  for  William  Lewis 
in  the  hotel  business  at  Yankee  Springs  and  was 
thus  engaged  for  two  years.  Afterward  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  T.B.Pierce  at  Otsego,  Allegan  County, 
in  an  hotel,  and  when  at  the  expiration  of  ten 
months,  Mr.  Pierce  sold  out  to  C.  D.  Parkhurst, 
our  subject  remained  with  the  latter  gentleman 
some  four  years.  Mr.  Parkhurst  later  came  to 
Allegan  and  bought  the  Allegan  House,  which  Mr. 
Hill  purchased  of  him,  after  filling  the  position  of 
clerk  for  some  years.  During  the  time  he  was 
proprietor  of  the  hotel,  he  was  also  interested  in 
the  lumber  business,  and  after  selling  the  hotel,  he 
removed  to  section  24,  Pine  Plains  Township,  where 
he  had  four  hundred  acres  of  unimproved  land. 

In  order  to  reach  his  purchase,  Mr.  Hill  was 
compelled  to  cut  a  road  through  the  woods,  and 
afterward  cleared  a  place  for  his  house,  which 
was  a  small  board  shanty,  made  of  lumber  he  had 
brought  down  the  Kalamazoo  River  to  Fox  Springs 
on  a  raft  and  afterward  carried  up  the  hill  on  his 
back.  For  more  than  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  clearing  and  improving  the  place,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  was  induced  by  Hon.  F.  B. 
vStockbridge  to  remove  to  Singapoor  and  take 
charge  of  his  hotel.  Prior  to  leaving  the  farm,  he 
carried  the  mail  for  two  years  between  Allegan 
and  Saugatuck,  and  during  that  time  was  stricken 
with  the  small  pox  which  his  wife  and  child  caught 
from  hun.  Fortunately  it  did  not  prove  fatal  to 
them. 

While  Mr.  Hill  was  at  Singapoor  he  boarded  be- 
tween fifty  and  one  hundred  men  who  were  in  the 
lumber  business  and  at  the  same  time  superin- 
tended the  erection  of  a  large  hotel  on  his  farm 
on  the  Kalamazoo  River,  of  which  he  was  pro- 
prietor from  December,  1857,  until  1877.  In  1859, 
leaving  his  wife  to  manage  the  hotel,  he  crossed 
the  plains  to  California  with-  a  span  of  fine  hoi'ses, 
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and  remained  on  the  Pacific  Slope  for  one  3^ear, 
managing  a  restaurant  in  the  winter  and  locating 
mines  during  the  summer.  After  a  visit  of  three 
months  at  home,  he  again  went  West  and  for  three 
years  was  superintendent  of  a  mine  in  California, 
receiving  $10  per  day.  At  one  time  he  could  have 
sold  his  mine  and  returned  home  with  $100,000, 
but  he  refused  to  do  so. 

On  his  return,  after  spending  nine  years  in  Cali- 
fornia, Mr.  Hill  farmed  until  about  1879,  when  he 
removed  to  his  present  place.  He  is  well-to-do 
and  the  owner  of  about  two  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  Allegan  County,  besides  considerable  live  stock. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Sup- 
ervisor, Town  Clerk  and  Pathmaster,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  the  county. 
He  was  married,  November  2,  1846,  to  Matilda  M. 
Muma,  and  four  of  the  six  children  born  of  this 
union  are  now  living,  namely: 'Julia  H.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Walter  Ingham  and  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Ray;  Cynthia  A.,  now  Mrs.  Simmonds,  and 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Marcia  and  Jesse;  Ada 
C,  who  married  George  St.  Germain,  has  one 
child,  Bessie;  and  Charles  E.  Mrs.  Matilda  M.  Hill 
died  September  4,  1871. 

Mr.  Hill  was  afterward  married  to  Olive  C.  Muma, 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  daughter  of  George  and 
Sally  (Goodhue)  Muma,natives  respectively  of  New 
York  and  Canada.  Mr.  Muma,  who  was  a  farmer 
by  calling,  came  to  this  State  as  early  as  1838,  set- 
tling in  the  village  of  Allegan  and  there  spending 
his  remaining  years.  Mr.  Hill  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends  and  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  all  to  whom  they  are  known. 


.HILIP  NICHOLAS,  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Lawrence,  Van  Buren  County,  is 
native  of  Cambridgeshire,  England, 
where  he  was  born  March  26,  1829.  He 
is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Stephens)  Nicholas. 
The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood  learning  all  the  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
As  soon  as  he  was  able,  he  had  to  assist  on  the 
farm,  and  thus  obtained  but  little  education.    He 


commenced  for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
working  by  the  month  and  day  at  farming. 

Philip  Nicholas  was  married  March  26,  1852,  to 
Miss  Hannah  Payne,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  (Porter)  Payne.  She  was  born  in  Little  Port, 
Cambridgeshire,  England,  October  11,  1833.  The 
day  after  their  marriage,  they  started  for  America 
on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  were  five  weeks  on  the 
briny  deep.  They  landed  in  New  York  City,  and 
from  there  went  direct  to  Brownsville,  Pa.  Having 
but  $1  left,  Mr.  Nicholas  immediately  commenced 
work  in  a  foundry  for  seventy-five  cents  a  day. 
He  worked  there  seven  months  and  then  started  for 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm 
one  year  and  seven  months.  He  then  came  to 
Van  Buren  County  and  located  in  Arlington  Town- 
ship, where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  paying 
$75  down.  This  he  immediately  began  to  improve, 
while  his  good  wife  and  helpmate  kept  house  for 
her  brother  for  her  board  and  that  of  her  children. 
He  cleared  about  three  acres  and  sold  the  entire 
tract  for  quite  an  increase  in  value.  He  then  pur- 
chased another  eighty  acres,  which  he  still  owns  in 
addition  to  other  land,  making  him  the  possessor 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  broad  and  fertile  acres. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  have  become  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  namely:  George  P.,  who  was  born 
in  Brownsville,  Pa.,  March  23,  1853,  and  lives  in 
Lawrence  with  his  wife  and  two  children;  Ellen, 
who  was  born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  October  29, 
1854;  she  married  PMward  Hogmire  and  lives  in 
Bangor  with  her  five  children.  Ann,  born  in  Ar- 
lington Township,  this  county,  November  10, 
1856,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hogmire  and  the 
mother  of  four  children.  Wesley,  born  in  Arling- 
ton Township,  May  22,  1858,  is  a  farmer;  he  is 
married  and  the  father  of  two  children.  Maiy 
Jane,  born  April  9,  1860,  married  John  Alien  and 
is  the  mother  of  four  children.  Herbert  R.  was 
born  September  5,  1862,  and  is  at  home  with  his 
parents.  Charles  Sherman,  born  January  14,  1865, 
is  married  and  lives  in  Arlington  Township  with 
his  wife  and  two  children.  Alfred  Alonzo,  born 
May  29,  1868,  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  is  mar- 
ried and  the  father  of  one  child.  William  Ells- 
worth, born  November  10,  1870,  lives  at  home 
with-  his  parents.    All  these  children  have  received 
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good  eommon-scliool  educations,  and  Herbert  R. 
has  been  a  teacher  for  two  years,  but  had  to  aban- 
don it  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Mr.  Nicholas  continued  to  live  on  his  farm  until 
1891,  when  he  moved  to  his  present  beautiful 
home  in  Lawrence,  which  he  has  but  recently 
built.  He  was  drafted  to  serve  in  the  late  Rebel- 
lion, but  paid  $1,000  to  a  substitute.  He  was  nat- 
uralized as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  while 
living  in  Arlington  Township,  and  voted  on  the 
Republican  ticket  till  his  views  changed  to  the 
Democracy.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  he  has  given  his  influence  to  that  body. 
He  and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  and  have  paid  the  greater  part  of 
the  expense  of  the  church,  which  is  built  on  their 
farm.  Mr.  Nicholas  has  served  as  Street  Commis- 
sioner and  also  on  the  School  Board  of  his  town- 
ship. Herbert  R.,  his  son,  has  also  served  as  School 
Director  in  Arlington  Township. 


JEREMIAH  PRATT  WOODBURY.  Prob- 
ably no  man  did  more  to  advance  the  inter- 
.^.  ests  of  Kalamazoo  than  the  subject  of  this 
^^f^  biographical  notice,  whose  portrait  is  pre- 
sented on  the  opposite  i)age,  and  who  has  gone  to 
his  final  rest.  Every  enterprise  he  took  hold  of 
was  impelled  by  his  great  vigor  and  enthusiasm, 
and  it  became  a  maxim  that  what  J.  P.  Woodbury 
took  an  active  interest  in  was  sure  of  success.  A 
man  of  keen  intellect,  always  ready  to  grasp  the 
difficult  questions  that  puzzled  others,  his  clear 
mind  would  soon  unravel  the  difficulties  and  make 
smooth  sailing.  His  judgment  was  final  in  all 
questions  of  financial  policy,  and  no  institution 
guided  by  his  brain  was  ever  in  danger  of  the 
rocks. 

Born  in  Charlton,  Mass.,  February  7,  1805,  our 
subject  w^as  the  son  of  Caleb  and  Silence  (King) 
Woodbury,  natives  of  Sutton,  Worcester  County, 
Mass.  His  father  was  a  man  of  public  importance 
and  upright  character,  whose  family  comprised  his 
wife  and  ten  sons.  The  fourth  child,  Jeremiah  P., 
was  reared  by  his  uncle,  Jeremiah  Pratt,  the  hus- 
band of  his  father's  sister,  who  adopted  him  when 
he  was  a  mere  infant.     He  was  reared  in  Massachu- 


setts, and  accompanied  his  uncle  to  New  York,  set- 
tling in  Tompkins  and  remaining  on  a  farm  there 
until  about  1830.  In  the  meantime  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  liis  uncle  being  a  millwright. 

When  about  twenty-four  years  old,  our  subject 
entered  the  mercantile  business  at  Peruville, 
Tompkins  County,  in  connection  with  his  younger 
brother,  Caleb.  He  follow^ed  merchandising  from 
1882  until  1836,  and  in  the  meantime  was  married, 
March  12,  1834,  at  Lansing,  Tompkins  County,  to 
Miss  Malinda  Knettles.  Mrs.  Woodbury  was  born 
in  Tompkins  County,  November  27,  1813,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Tichenor) 
Knettles.  Her  father  was  of  German  parentage, 
being  the  son  of  one  George  Knettles,  who  emi- 
grated from  Germany  and  established  a  home  in 
Philadelphia  County,  Pa.,  later  removing  to  Car- 
lisle, the  same  State.  Joseph  was  married  the  first 
time  in  New  York,  when  about  thirty-three  years 
old,  and  settled  in  Tompkins  Count}^,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Tichenor,  being  then  about  forty-three  years  of  age. 

In  1836,  Mr.  Woodbury,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Bellevue, 
Eaton  County,  a  little  town  just  started.  He  there 
opened  a  store  and  engaged  in  the  tanning  of  hides, 
and  the  manufacture  of  boots,  shoes,  saleratus,  etc.; 
he  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  His 
brother  Caleb,  who  had  been  his  partner  in  New 
York,  came  with  him  to  this  State  and  engaged  in 
business  with  him  until  the  spring  of  1847,  when 
he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Bellevue,  and  went 
to  Adrian. 

Eighteen  months  prior  to  his  removal  to  Kala- 
mazoo, our  subject  started  a  branch  store  here,  and, 
upon  removing  his  family  hither,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  pig-iron,  the  ore  being  found  on 
the  river  banks.  A  few  years  before,  a  furnace 
had  been  erected  but  the  enterprise  proved  a  fail- 
ure. Mr.  Woodbury  purchased  the  property  and 
made  a  success  of  the  business.  Soon  afterward  he 
started  a  stove  manufactory  in  the  village,  mak- 
ing stoves  and  selling  them  throughout  the  coun- 
try. In  addition  he  built  a  flouring  mill,  two  miles 
south  of  the  village,  and  operated  it  with  consid- 
erable success.  He  was  one  of  the  original  owners 
of  the  gas  works  in  the  city. 
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After  his  flouring  mill  was  burned,  Mr.  Wood 
bury  became  connected  with  the  Kalamazoo  Paper 
Mill,  and  also  gave  considerable  attention  to  the 
Michigan  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  a  Di- 
rector. He  was  an  extensive  property  owner,  in- 
vesting in  property  in  p]aton  County,  and  also  in 
the  pine  lands  of  Minnesota.  His  home  was  at  No. 
405  Main  Street  for  thirty-nine  years,  and  about 
eleven  years  before  his  death  he  erected  the 
present  residence  which  now  adorns  that  part  of 
the  city.  His  death,  which  occurred  November  5, 
1887,  was  the  result  of  being  thrown  from  a  car- 
riage, while  returning  from  a  fishing  excursion 
with  a  party  of  gentlemen.  It  was  a  great  shock 
to  the  community,  and  especially  to  those  who 
most  tenderly  loved  him — his  wife  and  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodbury  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Caroline 
married  George  Trask,  a  son  of  Luther  Trask,  of 
Kalamazoo,  and  resided  in  New  York  until  the 
death  of  her  husband,  since  which  her  home  has 
been  with  Mrs.  Woodbury.  Catherine  is  the  widow 
of  Col.  Fred  W.  Curtenius;  Emma  married  Ira  A. 
Ransom,  and  resides  in  Kalamazoo;  Edward  also 
resides  in  this  city,  and  is  an   active  business  man. 

Fond  of  life  and  society,  Mr.  Woodbury  was  a 
most  genial  and  companionable  man,  and  his  ex- 
tensive travels  throughout  the  United  States  and 
Europe  gave  him  a  fund  of  information  which 
contributed  to  his  popularity.  His  temperament 
was  nervous,  his  disposition  generous,  and  his 
charities  best  known  by  the  poor  and  destitute,  to 
whom  he  never  refused  a  helping  hand. 


^^ 
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\  OBERT  HILTON.  This  owner  and  resident 
located  upon  the  fine  farm  on  section  11, 
Lee  Township,  Allegan  County,  is  a  prom- 
^inent  gentleman  in  this  region.  He  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  April  16, 1830, and 
is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Smith)  Hilton. 
The  father  died  while  our  subject  was  a  babe,  he 
being  the  youngest  of  four  children,  all  of  whom 
died  when  young. 

Robert  Hilton,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 


and  after  his  decease  his  wife  married  Baker  Mal- 
lett,  and  to  them  was  born  a  daughter,  Sarah. 
After  Mr.  Mallett's  death,  our  subject's  mother 
became  the  wife  of  William  Smith.  She  passed 
from  this  life  about  1870.  Mr.  Hilton,  of  this 
sketch,  remained  with  his  mother  until  reaching 
his  majorit}^  His  early  life  was  spent  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Alnwick,  but  as  he  was  obliged  to  earn  his 
own  living  from  the  age  of  ten  years,  his  educa- 
tional advantages  were  very  limited. 

When  attaining  his  twentj'-second  year,  Robert 
Hilton  was  married  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  James 
N.  and  Charlotte  (Loveda^^)  Edwards.  The  cere- 
mony which  made  them  one  was  celebrated  in 
England,  May  16,  1856,  and  the  next  morning 
they  set  sail  for  the  United  States.  Their  first  lo- 
cation was  at  East  Mendon,  Monroe  County,  N.Y., 
where  Mr.  Hilton  engaged  to  work  on  a  farm  for 
two  years.  In  1859,  however,  he  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  family  and  located  in  Battle  Creek,  which 
they  made  their  home  for  a  twelvemonth,  when 
they  came  to  Allegan  County.  They  settled  in 
what  was  then  Pin  plains,  but  is  now  Lee  Town- 
ship, being  among  the  first  white  people  to  locate 
there. 

Our  subject,  when  making  a  permanent  settle- 
ment in  Allegan  County,  purchased  one  hundr.ed 
and  twenty  acres  where  he  now  makes  his  home, 
paying  for  the  same  fifty  cents  per  acre.  The 
property  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and,  erect- 
ing a  log  cabin  14x20  feet  in  dimensions,  he  com- 
menced the  work  of  clearing.  His  wife's  parents 
lived  with  them  until  they  could  build  a  cabin  of 
their  own.  Mr.  Hilton  began  working  in  the  pine 
woods  at  |12  per  month  in  order  to  support  his 
family  in  their  new  home,  and  the  first  winter,  the 
weather  being  extremely  severe,  froze  his  feet. 
With  the  coming  of  the  spring,  he  commenced 
felling  the  timber  on  his  land,  working  at  a  great 
disadvantage,  however,  as  he  owned  neither  farm 
implements  nor  team.  He  worked  two  days  out  of 
the  week  for  a  neighbor  for  the  use  of  his  team  one 
day.  His  industry  and  perseverance  were  rewarded, 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  second  year,  he  had  harv- 
ested six  acres  of  wheat. 

Mr.  Hilton  was  very  ingenious  and  seldom  went 
in  debt  for  any  of  his  farm  machinery.     His  first 
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harrow  he  constructed  himself,  using  wooden  pins 
for  teeth.  In  the  neat  and  convenient  buildings 
which  now  adorn  his  place,  we  see  the  same  spirit 
of  economy  manifested,  for  Mr.  Hilton  never  be- 
gan any  work  unless  he  had  the  money  to  carry  it 
through.  He  is  now  the  proud  possessor  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  tiave  been 
accumulated  solely  through  his  own  efforts,  as  he 
came  to  the  new  State  with  no  other  means  of  sup- 
port than  Ids  strong  and  willing  hands.  He  has 
been  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  his  farming 
operations,  and  now  ranks  among  the  well-to-do 
and  intelligent  agriculturists  of  Lee  Township. 
Mrs.  Hilton  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Hilton), 
Eliza,  John,  Albert,  Joseph,  Elizabeth  (deceased) 
and  James.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  not 
been  blessed  with  children.  In  politics,  Mr.  Hilton 
is  a  strong  Democrat,  and  greatly  respected  in  this 
locality. 


^^^1 


^|.  MBROSE  MILIIAM,  an  old  settler  of  Kala- 
LjI    mazoo  County,  and  one  of  its   wealthiest 


(ii  farmers  and  stock-raisers,  belonging  to 
one  of  its  best-known  pioneer  families, 
occupies  a  leading  place  among  the  agriculturists 
who  have  had  the  making  of  Pavilion  Township, 
so  far  as  redeeming  the  land  from  the  wilderness 
and  transforming  it  into  smiling  and  highly 
productive  farms  is  concerned.  His  farming  inter- 
ests, which  centre  there  on  section  6,  are  very  val- 
uable, his  farm  being  one  of  the  best  in  point  of 
improvement  and  one  of  the  best  stocked  in  this 
locality. 

Mr.  Milham  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chatham, 
N.  Y.,  September  25,  1827.  His  father,  John  Mil- 
ham,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  his  birthplace 
in  Columbia  County.  He  was  a  son  of  Mathias 
Milham,  a  native  of  Germany.  He  had  come  to 
New  York  in  Colonial  times,  and  was  engaged 
there  as  a  farmer  for  many  years.  He  died  when 
about  ninety  years  old.  John  Milham  grew  up  to 
the  life  of  a  farmer  in  his  native  State,  and  in  due 
course  of  time  had  a  good  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  in  his  possession.     He  was  a  man  of   more 


than  ordinary  push  and  executive  ability,  and  he 
was  not  only  prominent  in  public  life  in  New 
York,  representing  his  district  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature and  holding  other  important  offices,  but  he 
was  conspicuous  in  the  public  and  business  life  of 
this  county,  after  he  'settled  here  in  1845.  He 
located  in  Kalamazoo  Township,  where  he  devel- 
oped a  large  farm,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  be- 
tween fifteen  hundred  and  sixteen  hundred  acres 
of  land,  and  was  one  of  the  richest  men  of  the 
count}^  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  ever 
loyal  to  his  party.  He  was  nominated  for  Sheriff  by 
his  party  at  one  time,  but  was  defeated,  as  the  odds 
were  too  great  against^his  party.  He  was  a  Luth- 
eran in  his  religious  belief.  He  passed  away  at 
the  ripe  age  of  seventy-two,  and  his  memory  is 
cherished  as  that  of  one  of  our  noblest  pioneers. 
He  was  four  times  married._  The  mother  of  our 
subject,  Eva  Milham,  a  native  of 'the  State  of  New 
York,  died  in  middle  life.  She  bore  four  children: 
William,  Richard,  Ambrose  and  James. 

Our  subject's  education  was  obtained  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  as  far  as  book  learning  was  concerned, 
and  on  his  father's  farm  he  acquired  a  thorough, 
practical  knowledge  of  farming  in  all  its  branches. 
He  came  here  in  his  nineteenth  year,  making  the 
journey  by  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by 
water  to  Detroit,  from  there  to  Marshall  by  rail- 
way, and  a  team  bought  at  that  place  conveyed 
him  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  accom- 
panying him  to  this  point.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  young  Milham  began  farming  for  himself,  and 
thus  entered  upon  his  career  as  a  pioneer.  The 
country  roundabout  was  then  nearly  as  wild 
as  when  the  Indians  held  it,  for  the  white  settlers 
were  few  in  number.  Kalamazoo  was  but  a  small 
village,  with  no  indications  of  its  present  size  and 
importance.  Deer  were  abundant,  and  used  to 
come  into  the  field  where  our  subject  was  plowing. 
He  first  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Por- 
tage Township  with  his  brother  William,  and  he 
lived  there  some  five  years  prior  to  coming  to 
Pavilion  Township.  He  has  here  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  of  which  two  hundred  are 
cleared  and  well  tilled.  Mr.  Milham  has  made  all 
the  improvements  on  the  place,  and  they  are  of  a 
substantial  class,  of  modern  build  and  wellaranged. 
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He  has  tliree  large  barns,  a  large  slied,  and  a  commo- 
dious frame  residence  that  is  beantifully  situated 
in  a  natural  grove  of  oaks.  He  carries  on  mixed 
farming,  and  has  raised  some  fine  Durham  cattle 
and  many  Shropshire  sheep. 

Mr.  Milham  was  married  May  18,  1824,  to  Miss 
Lydia  Turner,  who  was  a  true  and  tender  wife  to 
him  and  devoted  mother  to  their  children,  and  their 
neighbors  found  in  her  a  kind  and  sympathizing 
friend.  She  was  born  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 29,  1829,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1843.  She  died  June  29,  1885,  after  a 
happy  married  life  of  thirty-one  years.  Our  sub- 
ject has  six  children  living,  namely:  Ella;  Will- 
iam B.,  who  married  Miss  Cora  Pike  in  1885;  Eva 
C,  who  married  William  Turner,  January  30,  1889, 
and  died  August  21,  1891;  Louis  R.;  Jennie,  who 
married  William  Collins,  October  15,  1885,  and 
Oliver.     One  son,  Jerome  A.,  is  dead. 

Our  subject  has  witnessed  the  development  of 
Pavilion  Township  and  the  county  at  large,  and 
he  has  been  potent  in  bringing  about  tlie  great 
change  that  makes  this  section  so  prosperous.  He 
is  a  valued  citizen,  who  is  thoroughly  identified 
with  the  interests  of  his  community  and  in  him  the 
Democratic  party  has  one  of  its  most  faithful  adher- 
ents. His  career  shows  him  to  be  a  live  and  sagacious 
business  man,  and  his  many  friends  and  all  who 
have  occasion  to  deal  with  him  feel  that  he  is  just 
and  fair-minded  in  all  his  transactions. 


i>^^<i 
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eALVIN  H.  FLETCHER  is  a  prominent 
hardware  merchant  in  South  Haven.  The 
Fletcher  family  is  an  old  one  m  the  United 
States,  its  members  being  descendants  of  Robert 
Fletcher,  who  was  born  in  England,  in  1592.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  came  to  America  in  1630, 
and  settled  at  Concord,  Mass.,  where  he  became  a 
wealthy  and  influential  man.  His  death  occurred 
in  that  city,  April  3,  1677.  The  direct  line  of  an- 
cestry of  our  subject  then  passed  to  William 
Fletcher,  who  was  born  in  England,  in  1622.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  father  in  1630,  and  in 
1653  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Chelmsford, 
Mass.,  where  he  died  November  6,  1677. 


The  son  of  William  Fletchei",  Joshua,  was  born 
in  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  March  30,  1648,  and  died 
November  21,  1713.  His  son,  Joseph,  was  l)orn 
June  10,  1689,  in  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  and  died  in 
Westford,  Mass.,  October  4,  1772.  His  son,  Pela- 
tiali  Fletclier,  was  born  in  Westford,  Mass.,  May  13, 
1727,  and  died  in  the  same  town,  February  23, 
1807.  His  son,  also  named  Pelatiah  Fletcher,  was 
born  in  Westford,  Mass.,  April  4,  1767,  and  died 
May  7,  1811.  His  son,  Joel  Fletcher,  was  born  in 
Westford,  Mass.,  February  23, 1786,  and  removed  to 
Anson,  Me.,  where  he  married  and  reared  a  family 
of  seven  children.  His  second  son,  Calvin  Fletcher, 
who  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
North  Anson,  Me.,  October  2,  1814,  and  before  he 
attained  his  majority,  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother,  was 
Catherine  Hall,  a  daughter  of  James  Hall.  Slie  was 
born  in  Bloomfield  (now  Skowhegan),  Me.  The 
father  was  engaged  in  general  mercantile  business 
in  his  native  town  until  1852,  when  he  removed  to 
Cape  Vincent,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  con- 
tinued a  like  business  until  1861.  He  then  came 
to  Michigan  and  established  a  hardware  trade 
in  Plain  well,  Allegan  County,  remaining  there  un- 
til 1863,  the  date  of  his  removal  to  South  Hav(?n. 
Since  locating  here,  he  associated  his  son,  our  sul)- 
ject,  in  business  with  him,  they  operating  under  the 
firm  name  of  Calvin  Fletcher  &  Son,  until  the 
death  of  the  father.  He  wasaveiy  influential  citi- 
zen, and  although  a  stanch  Democrat  in  a  Repub- 
lican town,  was  frequently  elected  to  public  office. 
He  was  at  one  time  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty- 
two  years,  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
many  years. 

In  his  church  relations,  the  senior  Calvin  Fletcher 
was  an  Episcopalian  being  one  of  the  founders  of 
that  denomination  in  South  Haven.  He  was  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  being  a  charter  member  of 
Star  of  the  Lake  Lodge,  No.  158,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  which  lodge  he  was  Senior  Warden  and  was 
for  many  years  its  Treasurer.  Financially,  he  was 
successful,  but,  his  health  being  very  poor,  the 
last  three  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  tlie  san- 
itarium at  Battle  Creek,  where  his  death  occurred 
February  4,  1887.     His  wife  died  at  South  Haven, 
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November  25,  1884.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of 
four  cliildreii:  Calvin  IL,  Norman,  Katie  and  Eva 
(twins);  the  iatter-nffmed  daughter  is  deceased. 

Calvin  H.  Fletcher,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Somerset  County,  Me.,  August  28,  1840.  He  was 
educated  in  Fairfield  Seminary,  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y., 
but,  before  completing-  his  course,  he  gave  up  his 
studies,  and  for  a  period  of  two  and  one-half 
years  was  a  sailor  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Return- 
ing home,  he  accompanied  his  family  to  Michigan, 
and  when  his  father  established  in  business  at 
South  Haven,  he  became  his  partner.  Since  his 
father's  death,  he  has  carried  on  the  business  in  the 
name  of  Calvin  Fletcher's  Son.  He  is  the  oldest 
hardware  merchant  in  South  Haven,  and  does  a 
splendid  business. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  married  to  Mrs.  Clara  (Church) 
McGinn  is,  January  27,  1887.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  His  stock  of  goods  was  destroyed  by 
lire  in  September,  1890,  and  in  July,  1891,  his  resi- 
dence and  some  goods  in  storage  were  also  burned. 
He  has  since,  however,  erected  a  handsome  brick 
residence,  which  is  supplied  with  all  the  modern 
comforts  and  conveniences.  In  addition  to  the 
business  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Fletcher  owns  a 
good  fruit  farm  near  the  village,  which  is  under 
splen d id  cultivation. 


J 


jf/  UTHER  H.  TRASK.  Michigan  owes  much 
11  (?§)  to  those  men  who  in  early  days  came  from 
/I'— ^v,  New  England  to  establish  their  homes 
within  her  borders,  bringing  with  them  the  sturdy 
independence,  the  good  sense,  the  piety  and  tlie 
love  for  education  which  characterized  the  Puri- 
tan fathers  and  their  descendants.  The  Trask 
family  is  said  to  have  descended  from  three  brothers 
who  came  to  this  country  from  England  in  the 
Colonial  days,  and  one  of  them,  Capt.  Trask,  who 
settled  at  Salem,  was  the  ancestor  of  our  subject. 
His  parents  were  Aaron  and  Betsey  (Goodell) 
Trask,  and  he  was  born  in  Millbury,  Worcester 
County,  Mass.,  February  15,  1807.  His  death, 
November  14,  1888,  in  Kalamazoo,  was  a  cause  of 
sincere  grief  and  mourning,  not  only  in  his  family 


but  in  church,  society  and  business  circles.  He 
was  one  who  filled  a  large  and  varied  field  of  use- 
fulness, having  possessed  a  strong  physique,  capa- 
ble of  supporting  unlimited  hardships,  keen  good 
sense,  a  strong  will,  profound  moral  sense,  and  a 
deeply  religious  nature. 

The  common  schools  afforded  opportunities  for 
the  education  of  Luther  Trask  in  his  boyhood, 
and  at  sixteen  he  engaged  in  manufacturing  pur- 
suits, continuing  thus  for  five  years,  and  then  car- 
rying on  farming  until  he  came  to  Michigan.  His 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  October,  1828, 
united  him  with  Miss  I^ouisa  Fay,  of  Southboro, 
Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  George,  who 
died  in  1875,  and  Hannah  L.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Cornell,  of  this  city. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Trask  made  an  exploring  trip  into 
the  wilds  of  Michigan,  and,  being  pleased  with  the 
country,  brought  his  family  hither.  The  first  set- 
tlement was  made  in  June,  1835,  in  the  village  of 
Kalamazoo,  where  Mr.  Trask  pursued  the  calling  of 
surveyor  and  civil  engineer  for  several  years.  He 
was  a  natural  mechanic,  and  built  a  number  of 
houses  and  stores  in  Kalamazoo,  which  he  sold;  be- 
sides his  famil}^  residence  which  was  the  first  brick 
house  erected  there,  but  which  is  now  demolished.  In 
those  early  days  the  pioneers  found  abundant  op- 
portunity for  exercising  their  abilities  in  every 
direction,  and  Mr.  Trask  was  most  useful  in  pro- 
moting Christian  worship,  and  in  teaching  in  the 
first  Sunday-school  which  was  established  in  the 
village.  He  supported  the  services  of  the  pioneer 
Methodist  minister,  Mr.  Robe,  and  later,  those  of 
the  Rev.  Silas  Woodberry,  who  was  the  first  Presby- 
terian minister  at  Kalamazoo. 

In  the  spring  of  1836,  efforts  were  made 
which  resulted  in  the  building  of  the  first  church 
edifice,  and  in  this  enterprise  Mr.  Trask  joined 
most  heartil}^,  and  became  a  member  of  the  session 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  serving  as  an  Elder  for 
more  than  forty  years.  The  stock  company  which 
built  the  first  church  was  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing pioneers:  John  Winslow,  Luther  H.  Trask 
Clark  Kellogg,  Abram  Edwards  Alexander  H. 
Edwards  and  Martin  Heydenburk,  and  the 
church  edifice  was  their  individual  property 
for  many    years.     His   strong    good    sense,  ear- 
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nest  Christian  character  and  independent  spirit, 
gave  him  the  good-will  and  confidence  of  all 
all  who  knew  him,  and  his  ever-open  hand  and 
heart  were  ready  to  aid  in  every  good  cause.  Al- 
though frank  and  outspoken  in  his  opinions  when 
occasion  called  for  expression,  Mr.  Tr ask  was  really 
a  man  of  reserve  and  of  tact,  keeping  his  own  af- 
fairs to  himself,  and  declining  to  be  forced  to  ex- 
press himself  until  the  proper  time  arrived  for  an- 
nouncing his  plans  and  views.  His  firm  will  thus 
counterpoised  his  impulsive  nature,  and  gave  him 
a  reputation  for  strict  honesty  and  good  judgment. 
He  hated  shams  and  falsehood  more  than  all  else, 
for  he  feared  God  rather  than  man,  and  fearlessly 
obeyed  his  conscience,  even  though  it  cost  him 
dear. 

Mr.  Trask  was  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  during  1839  and  1840;  in 
1842-43,  he  was  made  Receiver  of  the  United 
States  Land  OflSce,  and  Inspector  of  the  State  Prison 
from  1855  to  1860.  In  1858  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan 
Insane  Asylum,  and  was  President  of  the  Board 
until  1878.  His  New  England  training  and 
heredity  gave  him  a  constant  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  in  the  .early  days  he  was  active 
in  public  school  work.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
Michigan  Female  Seminary,  which  was  developed 
on  the  plan  of  Mt.  Holyoke.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  was  originall}^  a  Whig,  and,  upon  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  party,  joined  its  ranks. 
His  work  as  a  pioneer  of  Kalamazoo,  and  as  a 
friend  of  all  public  institutions,  added  greatly  to 
the  development  of  the  city,  and  to  its  beauty  and 
strength. 

George  L.  Trask,  the  son  of  our  subject,  was  grad- 
ated at  Union  College  in  1852,  after  having  taken 
a  partial  course  of  study  in  the  Michigan  State 
University.  He  was  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  New 
York  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1875. 
While  traveling  in  California  in  1852,  he  under- 
took the  task  of  taking  the  bark  from  one  of  the 
mammoth  trees,  and  in  1856  carried  this  treasure 
to  Sydenham  Palace  at  the  London  Exposition, 
where  it  was  exhibited  and  sold.  His  death  oc- 
curred June  4,  1875,  at  New  Orleans,  he  having  left 


his  home  on  a  business  trip  to  Mexico.  His  wife, 
Caroline,  daughter  of  the  late  J.  P.  Woodbury,  of 
Kalamazoo,  survives  him.  His  sister,  Hannah  L. 
Trask,  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Cornell,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  work  can  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  Luther  H.  Trask  was  among  the 
men  who  were  active  in  developing  the  summer 
resort  at  Little  Traverse  Bay,  where  the  family 
have  a  cottage.  His  faithful  and  self-sacrificing 
helpmate,  wlio  survived  him  more  than  two  years, 
passed  from  life,  February  7,  1891. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  notice  may 
be  found  a  lithograph  portrait  of  Mr.  Trask. 


r#- 


OBERT  ORR.     The  name  of  Orr  is  familiar 
in  Southern  Michigan  as  that  of  one  of  its 

i  \\\  pioneer  families,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
\^@)  member,  and  he  is  entitled  to  all  honor 
and  respect  for  his  worthy  life  record  as  a  man 
and  citizen,  who  has  been  a  valuable  factor  in 
opening  up  the  section  of  the  country  comprised 
in  Van  Buren  County,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
resident  for  more  than  forty  years,  clearing  and 
improving  a  farm  on  section  28,  Paw  Paw  Town- 
ship, which  is  classed  among  the  best  estates  in 
the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Orr  is  the  son  of  Hugh  and  Rebecca  (Whit- 
ney) Orr,  and  was  born  in  their  home  in  Daven- 
port Township, Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  September 
14,  1816.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  April  8,  1777,  and  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  He  owned  a  farm  in  his  nativ^e 
state,  but  he  was  an  engineer  on  a  steamer  that 
plied  on  the  Hudson  River  and  on  Chesapeake 
Bay.  At  the  age  of  fifty-five,  he  abandoned  his 
life  on  the  river,  and,  with  his  wife  and  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife,  started  for  Michigan  in  1844. 
The  little  company  embarked  with  their  team  on  a 
vessel  on  the  lake  bound  for  Detroit,  where  they 
landed,  and  then  drove  across  the  rough,  wild 
country  to  Climax  Prairie,  Kalamazoo  County, 
where  a  son  had  already  settled,  and  there  the 
family  located,  and  became  identified  with  the 
pioneers  of  that  vicinity. 

Our  subject  had  been  brought   up  on  a  farm, 
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and  had  a  good  experience  of  farming  ere  lie  tried 
it  on  the  virgin  soil  of  Michigan.  His  education 
had  been  conducted  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town.  He  began  life  for  himself  the  spring 
before  he  was  twenty  years  old,  and,  being  a 
strong,  active,7capable  yontli,  he  did  well.  He 
worked  at  lumbering  for  one  man  four  years,  re- 
ceiving $110  the  first  year,  $125  the  second  year, 
$135  the  third  year,  and  $144  tlie  fourth  year. 
Out  of  this  not  very  large  amount  of  money,  he 
managed  to  save  the  astonishing  sum  of  $400,  as 
he  had  an  eye  for  the  future,  and  had  wisely  laid 
by  his  earnings  that  he  might  become  independ- 
ent. He  put  that  money  out  at  interest,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  gather  together  more.  He  went  down 
the  Delaware  River,  and,  taking  a  job  at  logging, 
in  two  years  had  saved  another  $400.  His  next 
venture  was  to  invest  in  seventy  acres  of  land  in 
Delaware  County  in  1842,  which,  some  years  after, 
he  traded  for  a  quarter  of  a  section  of  land  in  Van 
Buren  County,  Mich.,  without  coming  to  see  it. 
He  was  to  have  the  second  choice  out  of  seventeen 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  he  selected  the  tract 
on  which  he  now  lives  in  Paw  Paw  Township,  his 
homestead  now  comprising  but  one  hundied  and 
ten  acres,  as  he  disposed  of  a  part  of  his  quarter- 
section  . 

When  he  first  came  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Orr  leased 
land  of  his  brother  on  Climax  Prairie,  and  worked 
that  two  years  prior  to  making  the  exchange  of 
his  property  in  New  York  for  land  in  Van  Buren 
County,  which  we  have  just  noted.  He  moved  to 
his  present  home  the  first  week  in  May,  1847. 
His  first  work  on  his  place  was  to  build  a  log 
house,  hauling  the  lumber  for  a  floor  from  Climax 
Prairie.  He  has  cleared  the  land  himself,  and  has 
a  farm  well  worth  having,  with  its  neat  buildings, 
well-tilled,  highly  productive  soil,  and  pleasant 
surroundings.  He  is  a  sober-minded,  industrious 
man,  of  sterling  principles  and  kindly  nature,  his 
neighbors,  and  other  friends  of  many  years'  stand- 
ing, finding  him  accommodating  and  helpful,  and 
he  is  highly  regarded  by  the  entire  community. 
He  is  a  representative  Democrat  of  this  section, 
and  has  assisted  at  the  councils  of  his  ^ party  as  a 
delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  has  served 
as  Road  Commissioner  three  years,  and  is  always 


in  favor  of  all  feasible  plans    for  improving  the 
township  in  any  direction. 

Shortly  before  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Orr 
took  unto  himself  a  wife,  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Abigail  Ann  Cummings,  to  whom  he  was  wedded 
April  24,  1844,  and  he  thereby  secured  a  helpmate 
to  assist  him  in  founding  a  home  in  the  forest 
wilds  where  he  afterwards  settled.  Mrs.  Orr  was 
born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  January  6,  1820, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Sabie  (Bedfield)  Cum- 
mings. Three  children  have  been  born  to  her  and 
our  subject,  of  whom  one  is  spared  to  bless  their 
declining  years,  their  son,  Samuel  Hugh.  Their 
daughter  Sabie,  born  in  Kalamazoo  Count}^  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1846,  died  September  29,  1863.  Their 
youngest  child,  Sabrina  A.,  born  April  8,1846, 
married  Albert  Hinckley  and  died  March  13,  1875, 
without  issue.  Samuel  Hugh  Orr  was  born  on  the 
home  farm,  November  6,  1847.  He  received  a 
good  common  school-education,  and  a  thorough 
training  in  all  that  goes  to  make  a  practical,  wide- 
awake farmer,  and  has  attained  a  solid  place 
among  the  men  of  enterprise  who  are  carrying  on 
the  large  agricultural  interests  of  this  his  native 
county.  He  is  a  stalwart  Democrat,  and  has  the 
welfare  of  his  party  at  heart.  He  was  married 
November  3, 1875,  to  Miss  Eva  A.,  daughter  of 
Uriel  and  Margaret  (Sherrod)  Lee.  She  is  a 
native  of  Paw  Paw  Township,  and  w^as  born  here 
June  1,  1852.  The  following  is  recorded  of  the 
five  children  that  complete  the  household  of  her- 
self and  husband:  Daisy,  who  was  born  October  3, 
1876,  is  a  student  at  the  High  School  at  Paw  Paw; 
Dayton  Wellington  was  born  April  10,  1878; 
Grove  Robert,  September  21,  1880;  Grace  Rose, 
August  8,  1882,  and  Ivy  Roselia,  February  15, 
1884. 

■    J   fc 9^        >    '    I     ' 


DERRY  1 
)  dealer 
in  this 


MARION  YOUNG,  an  extensive  grain 
of  Decatur,  has  engaged  in  business 
in  this  line  since  1888.  A  native  of  Elk- 
l  \  hart  County,  Ind.,  he  was  born  on  the  7th 
of  November,  1848,  and  is  one  of  seven  children 
whose  parents  were  Samuel  Bryant  and  Elizabeth 
A.  (Stubbs)  Young.     His  father  was  born  near  the 
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city  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  throughout  his  life  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  When  a  lad 
of  ten  years,  he  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  remained 
until  1853,  and  during  that  time  met  and  married 
Miss  Stubbs,  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State.  Re- 
moving to  Michigan,  he  settled  in  Decatur  Town- 
ship, Yan  Buren  County,  where  he  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death,  in  1881.  His 
first  v^ife  died  in  1866.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
namely:  Mercy  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  W.Hall, 
of  Manistee  County,  Mich.;  Caroline  Ann,  wife  of 
James  R.  Jewell,  of  Decatur  Township;  Dorcas, 
who  married  AUister  Ball,  their  home  being  in 
Manistee  County;  Eli  Brj^ant,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business  in  Dowagiac,  Cass  County; 
Fora  Belle,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Ball,  also  a  resident 
of  Manistee  County,  and  Perry  of  this  sketch.  In 
1869  S.  B.  Young  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Maria  A.  Henderson,  who 
was  born  near  Niles,  Berrien  County,  Mich.  They 
had  a  family  of  five  children,  all  yet  living:  William, 
of  Decatur;  Nellie,  his  twin  sister,  now  the  wife  of 
Martin  3  ost,  of  Tennessee;  Blanche,  who  lives  with 
her  sister  in  Tennessee;  Albert,  of  Decatur,  and 
Maud,  whose  home  is  also  in  Decatur,' living  with 
her  mother,  who  still  survives.  Mr.  Young  was  a 
man  widely  known  throughout  this  community, 
and  had  a  host  of  warm  friends,  who  esteemed  him 
highly  for  his  many  excellencies  of  character.  He 
was  very  energetic  and  industrious,  and  in  early 
life  was  very  successful  in  his  business  career.  The 
Republican  party  found  in  him  a  stanch  advocate, 
and  he  took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 
Since  he  was  five  years  old,  our  subject  has  been 
a  resident  of  Yan  Buren  County,  and  has  therefore 
been  an  eye-witness  to  the  greater  part  of  its 
growth  and  development.  His  educational  privi- 
leges were  only  such  as  the  common  schools  afforded, 
but  by  reading  and  observation  he  has  become  a 
well-informed  man.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he 
began  farming  for  himself  in  Decatur  Township, 
and  contmued  the  cultivation  of  his  land  for  about 
ten  years.  In  the  meantime  he  chose  as  a  com- 
panion and  helpmeet  on  life's  journey,  Miss  Jennie 
Ball,  their  union  being  celebrated  November  24, 
1870.    The  lady  is  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio, 


and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  R.  Ball,  a  well-known 
and  influential  farmer,  now  residing  in  Manistee 
County,  Mich.  Two  children  grace  their  union: 
Minnie  Dell  and  Claude. 

On  selling  his  farm,  Mr.  Young  removed  to  De- 
catur, where,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Rawson,  he 
engaged  in  the  grain  business  for  some  time.  After 
their  partnership  was  dissolved,  he  continued  to 
carry  on  that  line  of  trade,  and  also  to  handle  pro- 
duce, and  is  now  doing  a  fine  paying  business,  be- 
ing the  most  extensive  grain  dealer  in  Decatur.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  business  ability,  and  his  well- 
directed  efforts  are  winning  him  a  signal  success. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  Township  Clerk,  being  the  present 
incumbent.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Village 
Board.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  has  held  the  offices  of  Junior  Warden  and 
Junior  Deacon.  Both  in  business  and  social  circles 
Mr.  Young  ranks  high  and  is  deservedly  popular, 
having  won  his  way  upward  by  merit. 


UARREN  H.  CORY  owns  eighty  acres  of 
fine  land  on  section  20,  Lawrence  Town- 
^J^/  ship,  Yan  Buren  County,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  was  born 
in  Springfield,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  September 
11,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Marsena  and  Lucinda 
(Hardy)  Cory,  natives  of  New  York.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  came  to  Cass  County,  this  State, 
when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years. 

Warren  H.  Cory  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  the 
above-named  county,  and  received  a  limited 
education.  He  was  married  February  25,  1863, 
when  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine, daughter  of  Bentley  and  Maria  (Walker) 
Ragen,  the  father  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
the  mother  of  New  Lebanon,  N.  J.  Mr.  Ragen 
died  when  Mrs.  Cory  was  an  infant  of  fifteen 
months.  She  was  born  February  20,  1841,  in  Her 
kimer  County,  N.  Y. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  made  his  home 
with  his  father  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  home 
farm,  on  which  he  continued  to  reside  for  ten  or 
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eleven  years.  After  disposing  of  liis  property 
there,  in  1876,  he  purchased  his  present  home  in 
Lawrence  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  thirty 
acres  of  which  were  under  the  plow.  His  farm  is 
now  under  the  very  best  cultivation  and  ranks 
among  the  finest  in  the  county.  Although  having 
been  Yery  successful  in  his  farming  operations, 
Mr.  Cory  has  suffered  many  losses,  at  one  time 
having  his  barn  burned  by  lightning  when  full  of 
machinery.  He  soon  replaced  it,  however,  and 
at  the  present  writing  has  a  good  dwelling  on  his 
estate,  which  was  erected  in  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cory  have  had  born  to  them  two 
children:  Frank  M.,  who  was  born  in  Cass  County, 
this  State,  January  14,  1864,  is  married  and  has 
one  child,  and  Carrie  M.,  who  was  also  born  in  Cass 
County,  October  11,  1868,  is  a  teacher  in  the  home 
schools  and  has  met  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  having 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1864. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  body  Mr.  Cory  has 
held  many  official  positions.  He  has  a  brother, 
Charles  Cory,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Dowagiac,  this 
State.  His  father  lived  to  be  about  seventy  years 
of  age  and  died  in  December,  1885;  his  mother  is 
still  living,  her  birth  occurring  in  1819. 


1^  EV.  RODNEY  SANFORD  DEAN,  proprietor 
lU^  and  editor  of  the  South  Haven  Messenger^  was 
^li  ^  born  in  Volney,  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
13,  1817,  being  a  son  of  Orrin  and  Alcena 
(Merry)  Dean.  His  early  life  was  passed  upon  a 
farm  until  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  went 
into  a  printing-office,  where  he  spent  eleven  years, 
working  in  Oswego  and  Syracuse.  He  then  passed 
five  years  on  a  farm,  and  in  1853  entered  the  min- 
istry of  the  Baptist  Church,  being  ordained  at  Fen- 
ner,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  then  locating  at 
Burlington  Green,  Otsego  County,  where  he  re- 
mained for  four  years.  He  afterward  had  charge 
of  churches  at  the  following  places:  Montezuma, 
three  years;  South  Butler,  four  years;  Walworth, 
three  years;  and  Middlesex,  two  years.     In  1869, 


he  came  to  Michigan,  first  locating  at  Keeler,  where 
he  lived  for  two  years.  He  was  afterward  at 
Dowagiac  two  years,  Bloomingdale  eight  years 
and  Evansville,  Wis.,  three  years.  In  March,  1884, 
he  came  to  South  Haven  and  purchased  the  Mes- 
senger, of  which  he  is  sole  proprietor.  This  paper 
is  an  eight-column  folio,  is  Republican  in  politics 
and  is  ably  edited. 

Mr.  Dean  was  married  in  May,  1842,  to  Mary  S. 
Parker,  daughter  of  Amasa  and  Celestia  (Curtis) 
Parker.  She  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
November  28,  1824.  Three  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Oran 
A.,  a  physician  of  South  Haven,  of  whom  a  fuller 
notice  is  given  later,  and  Theodore  S.,  an  attorney 
residing  in  Brockport,  N.  Y. 

Oran  A.  Dean,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  March  17,  1843,  remaining  with  his  parents, 
attending  school,  until  the  age  of  eighteen.  Soon 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  soldier  and  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice, October  1,  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Seven- 
ty-fifth New  York  Infantry,  at  Auburn,  this  State. 
In  December  of  the  same  year,  they  went  to  Ft. 
Pickens,  Fla.,  and  in  May,  1862,  to  Pensacola,  from 
which  place  they  were  sent  to  New  Orleans  tiie  fol- 
lowing September.  In  June,  1863,  our  subject  was 
physically  disabled  for  field  service  and  was  de- 
tailed on  detached  duty  as  hospital  attendant  and 
clerk,  at  New  Orleans.  In  May,  1864,  he  was  sent 
to  Alexandria,  Ya.,  where  he  acted  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity, and  received  his  discharge  November  24,  of 
that  year.  He  then  returned  to  New  York  and  in 
the  spring  of  1855  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  a  physician  at  Walworth.  He  afterward 
became  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  at  Buffalo,  being  graduated  from  there 
in  1868.  He  settled  in  Hamlin,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
practiced  for  six  years  and  the  ensuing  six  years 
at  Charlotte.  He  was  also  for  one  year  in  Albion. 
In  1881,  he  went  to  Stoughton,  Wis.,  two  years, 
also  residing  for  four  and  one-half  years  at  Beloit. 
In  June,  1888,  he  came  to  South  Haven,  which  he 
has  since  made  his  home. 

Dr.  Dean  was  married,  in  1869,  at  Rochester,  to 
Marian  D 'Alton.  She  was  born  in  Hindostan,  her 
father  being  an  officer  in  the  English  Army  sta- 
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tioned  there.  They  have  become  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Lillian  M.,  Elsie  M.,  and  Alice  A. 
In  politics,  Dr.  Dean  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
cans and  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


V 


(^  j^ILLIAM  WETHERALL.  Few  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Allegan  County  are  more  widely 
known,  and  none  are  more  highly  es- 
teemed, than  Mr.  Wetherall,  who  owns  a  fertile  farm 
on  section  25,  Watson  Township.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  upon  his  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  finely  improved  land,  and  also  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  stock-raising,  keeping  a 
good  grade  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  owning  about 
one  hundred  head  of  sheep.  In  all  his  business 
transactions, he  displays  good  judgment,  and,  as  he 
is  practical  and  energetic,  he  has  become  well-to- 
do.  As  a  veteran  of  the  late  war  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  he  has  proved  his  patriotism  by 
his  life. 

The  house  in  which  Mr.  Wetherall  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  was  situated  eight  miles  from  York, 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  there  he  was  born 
March  8,  1824.  His  father  died  when  he  was  an 
infant,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  was  also  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
who  afterward  married  Thomas  Jefferson.  William 
was  taken  in  his  infancy  into  the  home  of  his  uncle, 
Richard  Wetherall,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  Then,  with  no 
moneyed  capital,  but  an  abundance  of  energy  and 
determination,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
For  three  years  he  was  employed  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving $40  the  first  year  and  $45  the  third. 

After  working  by  the  month  for  six  years  in 
England,  Mr.  Wetherall  came  to  America  in  1845, 
and  from  New  York  City  proceeded  to  Livingston, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  for  two  years  on  a  farm. 
Afterward  he  was  employed  near  Rochester  for 
two  and  one-half  years,  and  thence  came  direct 
to  Allegan  County,  where  he  bought  the  farm  in 
Watson  Township,  which  is  still  his  home.  He 
was  married,  in  1851,  to  Charlotte  Goucher,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1834,  and  they  became 


the  parents  of  seven  children:  William  married 
Mary  Horning,  who  died  leaving  four  children: 
Stephen,  Dicie,  Morris  and  Claude;  Helen  married 
William  Hunt,  now  deceased,  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children:  Allie  and  Emma;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Reuben  Deyo,  of  Otsego,  and  the  mother 
of  four  children:  Altha,  Edna,  Grant  and  Lula; 
Lottie,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Gilger,  of  Martin  Town- 
ship, has  three  children:  Willie,  Hattie  and  Mil- 
dred; Mattie  is  the  wife  of  John  Frost,  of  Otsego, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Louise;  Stephen  and  Alice 
are  deceased. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Wetherall  was 
formerly  an  active  Republican,  but  now  votes  for 
the  best  man,  regardless  of  party  ties.  He  has 
served  efficiently  as  Pathmaster  and  School  Di- 
rector. In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  he  belongs,  he  serves  as  Class-leader,  and 
is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  He  was  for- 
merly Steward  in  the  Otsego  charge,  but  is  now 
in  the  Martin  charge,  taking  an  active  part  in 
religious  work,  and  contributing  liberally  to  all 
good  causes.  During  the  late  war,  he  enlisted  in 
the  first  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics'  Infan- 
try, and  served  with  Gen.  Sherman  ten  months. 
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\Xl  OSIAH  G.  MILLER,  the  ex-Mayor  of  the 
city  of  Bangor,  who  is  sagacious  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  the  city  and  township, 
'  also  takes  a  great  degree  of  interest  in  see- 
ing to  what  extent  Mother  Earth  will  yield  an  in- 
crease. He  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  broad  and  fertile  acres,  and  also 
carries  on  the  hardware  business  in  the  city.  He 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  February  8, 
1833,  where  he  grew  to  mature  years  and  received 
a  common-school  education,  surrounded  by  the 
impediments  and  difficulties  usually  attending  the 
settlement  of  a  new  country.  Losing  his  mother 
when  only  thirteen  years  of  age,  necessity  com- 
pelled him  to  depend  upon  his  own  efforts  for  a 
livelihood,  and  he  began  his  career  under  adverse 
circumstances.  He  made  manly  efforts  toward 
securing  what  education  he  could,  and  engaged  for 
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two  winters  in  sawing  wood,  this  affording  him 
the  opportunity  of  attending  school. 

The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject,  John  and 
Fannie  (Woodruff)  Miller,  were  both  natives  of 
New  York,  the  former  having  been  born  in 
1806.  He  was  one  in  a  family  of  seven  children: 
Hiram,  Almeda,  John,  James,  Elmira,  Hannah  and 
Stephen,  and  the  parents  of  this  family  were  lin- 
eally descended  from  the  Dutch.  John  and  Fannie 
Miller  came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1831,  and  here 
commenced  the  experiences  of  pioneer  life,  which 
were  not  different  from  those  of  most  who 
came  to  the  State  in  the  early  days.  Our 
subject  spent  seven  summers  of  his  life  as  an  em- 
ploye on  the  Wabash  and  Miami  Canal,  where  he 
made  his  first  $100.  In  1858  he  came  to  Van 
Buren  County  with  a  team  and  wagon  which  he 
had  purchased,  and  which  he  exchanged  for  forty 
acres  of  land.  He  immediately  returned  to  Monroe 
County,  securing  a  situation  in  a  brickyard.  In  the 
fall,  he  purchased  a  horse  and  buggy  and  drove  to 
Bangor,  where  he  purchased  the  farm  now  owned 
by  him,  giving  in  payment  llOO,  his  first  purchase 
of  forty  acres,  and  his  horse  and  buggy.  In  1860, 
he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  worked  in  a  sawmill  as  an  employe  of 
J.  H.  Nyman.  In  the  spring  of  1861,  he  returned 
to  his  trade,  working  at  it  until  September   25, 

1861,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eveline 
Watkins.  They  began  their  married  life  with  a 
farm  paid  for  and  $30  in  cash. 

Thomas  Watkins,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Miller,  came 
herein  1857  from  Ohio.  Mrs.  Katie  (Spaughn) 
Watkins,  the  second  wife  of  Thomas  Watkins  and 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Miller,  died  in  Hancock  County, 
Ohio,  to  which  place  they  removed  in  1857. 
After  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller's  marriage,  they  passed 
eleven  years  on  the  farm,  where  their  three  chil- 
dren   were    born,    namely:     Ida,  born    July    10, 

1862,  died  in  1872;  Omar,  born  September  6, 
1865,  IS  a  resident  of  Bangor,  and  John  J.,  who 
was  born  December  26,  1869.  In  1872,  Mr.  Miller 
bought  a  small  stock  of  hardware  and  has  con- 
ducted this  business  in  connection  with  farming 
since.  He  has  added  to  his  farm  from  time  to 
time  until  he  now  has  a  splendid  estate  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  to  which  he  gives  his  per- 


sonal attention  and  has  it  all  under  excellent  cul- 
tivation. He  has  been  identified  with  all  the 
interests  tending  to  promote  the  township  and 
county  and  he  is  considered  a  gentleman  whose 
word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  In  1891,  he  was 
elected  honorable  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Bangor 
and  filled  the  office  not  only  with  credit  to  himself 
but  with  great  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 
He  has  been  more  than  half  the  time  since  his  resi- 
dence here  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 

Mr.  Miller's  life  was  begun  as  a  poor  bo}'.  By 
energy  and  perseverance,  united  with  economy 
and  good  business  qualifications,  he  has  secured  a 
competency,  and  is  now  living  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  wealth  affords.  The 
records  show  him  to  be  one  of  the  heaviest  tax- 
payers in  his  school  district  and  township.  Politic- 
ally, he  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  socially,  is  a 
leading  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


V^ 
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(^  jh  ILLIAM  PEET,  a  retired  farmer  and  cap- 
\/iJ//  ^^^^^^^  ^^  Allegan,  Allegan  County,  was 
Vw  born  April  15,  1827,  in  Deerfield  Town- 
ship, Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Mary  (Davis)  Peet,  natives  of  England  and 
Wales,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  Liver- 
pool, England,  before  coming  to  America.  On 
landing  in  New  York,  they  immediately  settled  in 
Deerfield  Townsliip,  Oneida  County,  where  Mr. 
Peet  purchased  a  small  farm  and  erected  a  log 
house,  where  he  resided  for  some  twenty  years. 
He  then  sold  and  moved  to  Cattaraugus  County, 
where  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres.  This  he 
improved,  and  erected  good,  substantial  buildings, 
but  after  a  residence  there  of  a  few  years,  he  sold 
to  his  eldest  son,  Thomas,  purchasing  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  acres  adjoining.  He  likewise  im- 
proved this  tract,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  dying  April  10,  1873,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  Sometime  previous  to  his 
death,  he  sold  the  farm  to  his  son  John,  with  whom 
he  made  his  home.  His  good  wife  passed  away 
July  17,  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
She  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
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of  which  her  husband  was  an  attendant.  Mr. 
Peet  was  a  stalwart  Democrat.  He  was  a  hard 
worker  and  an  honest  man,  and  was  the  father  of 
a  family  of  eight  chikh-en,  five  of  wliom  survive 
Thomas  died  April  4,  1850,  aged  thirty-one  years; 
Griffith  died  when  four  years  old,  and  Edward 
on  the  27th  of  August,  1890.  Those  living  are: 
George,  Evan,  William,  David  and  John. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
district  school  of  Deerfield  Township,  his  native 
county,  afterward  attending  school  in  Cattaraugus 
County  in  the  winters,  and  working  on  the  farm 
in  the  summer  months,  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority. He  then  left  the  parental  roof,  and  started 
out  in  life  with  nothing  but  a  strong  hand  and 
willing  heart.  He  hired  out  to  a  farmer  in  the 
neighborhood,  receiving  $13  per  month.  The 
same  fall,  he  went  on  the  Alleghany  River,  and 
worked  on  a  sawmill,  remaining  there  eighteen 
months,  having  the  sole  charge  of  the  mill.  He 
then  journeyed  to  Genesee  County,  the  same  State, 
and  worked  eight  months  on  a  farm.  Having 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  at  odd  times,  he 
worked  at  this  the  ensuing  two  years.  Octo- 
ber 5,  1854,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Heath  Township,  Allegan  County,  whi(;h  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  Pine  Plains.  Purchasing 
eighty  acres  of  wild  timber  land,  he  set  about  in 
true  pioneer  style,  erecting  a  crude  frame  house, 
14x21  feet,  into  which  he  moved  three  weeks 
after.  He  ran  in  debt  for  the  farm,  which  cost  $480? 
only  paying  down  $170.  With  ax  in  hand,  he 
commenced  to  chop  and  clear  his  land,  but  after 
two  years'  time,  he  plainly  saw  he  could  not  meet 
his  payments  and  took  a  small  farm,  which  had 
been  partly  cleared,  to  work  for  one  year.  In  the 
winter  he  chopped  and  hauled  cord  wood  to  Alle- 
gan at  night,  spending  the  entire  day  in  preparing 
it.  The  following  spring  he  had  his  land  all  paid 
for,  with  the  exception  of  $30,  which  he  employed 
an  agent  to  borrow  for  him  without  giving  any 
security  whatever. 

William  Peet  has  brought  his  farm  to  a  splendid 
state  of  cultivation,  and  by  subsequent  purchases, 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  broad  and 
fertile  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  handsome 
and  commodious  house,  costing  $2,000.     He  also 


has  a  fine  barn,  with  all  the  conveniences  wished 
for,  besides  a  tenement  house  on  his  place.  A  fine 
apple  orchard  adorns  the  place,  which  gives  him 
a  profitable  income,  and  general  farming  is  carried 
on.  In  1888,  he  decided  to  move  to  the  city  of 
Allegan,  and  now  lives  on  North  Street,  where  he 
has  a  fine  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  happily  married 
to  Phidelia  L.  Vahue,  February  11,  1852.  She  is 
a  native  of  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  born  February  4,  1835,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Arminta  (Gillett)  Yahue, 
natives  of  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Chittendon 
County,  Yt.,  respectively,  the  father  having  been 
born  March  6,  1810,  and  the  mother  February 
18,  1811.  Mr.  Yahue  was  a  farmer  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  West  in  1854,  settling  in 
Allegan  Township,  this  county.  He  still  carried 
on  farming  here,  on  forty  acres,  to  which  he  added, 
until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  acres.  He  moved  to  the 
city  of  Allegan  two  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1879,  the  mother  passing  away  in  1882. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  wealthy 
man  of  the  township.  He  and  his  wife  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  grew  to  matiuity: 
Mrs.  Peet,  Charles  A.,  and  Orson  G.  The  otiiers 
were:  Sherman  D.,  Miles,  Mary  J.  and  Emily  M. 

The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  mother 
of  six  children:  Judson  A.  married  Mary 
Durand, by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Claud;  he  was 
divorced  from  this  wife,  and  afterward  married 
Miss  Roby  Butler;  they  reside  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  are  the  parents  of  one  child.  Minnie  M., 
Mrs.  J.  Bills,  a  resident  of  Allegan  Township,  and 
the  mother  of  four  children:  William,  Adelbert, 
Merna,  and  Maud.  Mary,  Mrs.  George  E.  Kings- 
ley,  a  farmer  in  Pine  Plains  Township,  has  one 
child,  Fred;  Edward  C,  a  farmer;  Flora  M.,  now 
Mrs.  Maurice  Thorp,  to  whom  one  child  has  been 
born,  Cleo;  and  John  P.,  a  student  in  the  High 
School  at  Allegan.  Mr.  Peet  is  an  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  county.  He  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  by  the  gift  of  tlie  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  which  position  he  held  for  the  long  period 
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of  thirty  years,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. The  office  of  Township  Treasurer  was  his 
for  two  3^ears,  and  also  various  other  minor  offices 
of  the  township.  He  and  his  family  are  held  in 
high  repute  b}^  all  in  the  vicinity. 


31@^@ii 


1^^^ 


ON.  FRANCIS  B.  STOCKBRIDGE,  United 
States  Senator  from  Michigan.  ^'Some  men 
are  born  great,  some  achieve  greatness, 
^  some  have  greatness  thrust  upon  them." 
The  subject  of  our  sketch,  although  well-born, 
achieved  his  position  by  labor  and  assiduity,  aided 
by  a  strong  will  and  an  indomitable  purpose;  and, 
when  at  length  honors  w^ere  thrust  upon  him,  he 
was  found  well-fitted  to  sustain  them,  and  he  bore 
them  meekly  as  sacred  trusts. 

Mr.  Stockbridge  was  born  at  Bath,  Me.,  April  9, 
1826.  He  is  descended  from  honest,  sturdy  New 
England  stock,  eminent  for  its  high  sense  of  honor 
and  unswerving  integrity.  Any  man  born  in 
New  England  need  never  blush  at  the  mention  of 
his  birthplace,  for  her  sons  have  traversed  the 
globe,  and  the  odor  of  her  good  name  has  been 
transmitted  and  leavened  the  earth.  His  father. 
Dr.  John  Stockbridge,  was  a  physician  of  promi- 
nence in  Bath,  and  practiced  his  profession  there 
for  nearly  half  a  century.  His  motlier,  Eliza 
Stockbridge,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Russell,  the 
veteran  editor  of  the  Boston  Gazette, 

Francis  B.  Stockbridge  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  academy  of  his  native 
place,  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  dry-goods  store  in  Boston. 
While  there  he  saw,  or  became  acquainted  with, 
many  of  the  noted  men  of  New  England,  whose 
memory  still  lingers  vividly  in  his  mind.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1847,  when  he  came  West  to 
Chicago,  which  in  those  early  days  showed  no 
prophecy  of  being  the  future  site  of  the  wonder  of 
the  centuries,  the  World's  Fair.  In  connection  with 
another  gentleman,  he  there  opened  a  lumber  yard, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Carter  &  Stockbridge. 

In  making  that  move,  Mr.  Stockbridge  evinced 
the  rare  foresight  and  sagacity  displayed  in  all 
the  after  transactions  of  his  successful  career.  From 
11 


a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  house  in  Boston,  he  became 
a  lumber  merchant  in  Chicago,  and  from  that  time 
onward  his  interests  rapidly  widened  until  he  be- 
came one  of  the  most  prominent  and  extensive 
lumber  dealers  in  the  Northwest.  In  1853,  he  re- 
moved from  Chicago  to  Allegan  County,  Mich., 
where  he  had  a  number  of  sawmills.  Locating  at 
Saugatuck,  he  remained  there  until  1874,  when  he 
removed  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Shortly  after  his  removal  to  Kalamazoo,  Mr. 
Stockbridge  became  connected  with  O.  R.  Johnson 
&  Co.,  whose  mills  then  turned  out  about  twenty- 
five  million  feet  of  lumber  annually.  Soon  after- 
ward he  became  a  member  of  the  Mackinac  Lum- 
ber Company,  whose  mills  were  of  about  the  same 
capacity,  and  in  1875,  was  elected  President  of 
the  company.  Three  years  afterward  he  founded 
and  became  President  of  the  Black  River  Lumber 
Company.  He  led  a  busy  life.  In  1887  he  or- 
ganized the  Kalamazoo  Spring  &  Axle  Company, 
of  which  he  is  also  President.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Ft.  Bragg  Lumber  Company,  of  California, 
and  is  a  large  owner  of  Mississippi  pine  lands;  a 
leading  stockholder  in  Menominee  iron  mines  and 
the  Menominee  River  Lumber  Company,  of  the 
Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  famous  S.  A.  Brown  &  Co.  stock- 
breeding  farm,  near  Kalamazoo.  During  the  war, 
though  not  in  active  service,  he  was  on  the  staff 
of  Gov.  Blair,  and  gained  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Stockbridge  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent Allegan  County  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
after  completing  his  term,  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  where  he  served  most  acceptably  until 
1873.  In  both  Houses  he  was  distinguished  for 
his  tact  as  an  organizer,  his  calm  insight  and  pru- 
dence as  a  manager,  and  his  great  ability  in  com- 
mittee work  in  every  form.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  several  political  campaigns,  in  which  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  statesman  and  as  a  man  of  keen  business, 
as  well  as  political,  foresight  has  been  clearly  dem- 
onstrated, thus  adding  year  by  year  to  his  reputa- 
tion and  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  col- 
leagues and  constituents.  His  course  seems  to  have 
been  steadily  progressive,  both  politically  and  in 
his  business.  "Confidence  is  a  plant  of  but  slow 
growth,''  but  the  people  had  tried  him  and  he  had 
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their  confidence,  and  in  1887  tlie)- elected  him  to 
succeed  Hon.  Omar  D.  Conger  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

In  tliat  time-honored  chamber,  filled  with  the 
sacred  memories  of  departed  greatness,  where  the 
god-like  Webster  thundered,  where  still  linger  the 
echoes  of  the  voices  of  Clay,  Sumner,  P]verett, 
Conkling,  Blaine,  and  a  host  of  mighty  ones,  not 
dead,  but  living  evermore — here,  as  elsewhei-^, 
his  practical  ability  has  made  itself  apparent.  He 
served  with  marked  ability  on  several  Senate  com- 
mittees; on  the  Committee  on  Fisheries,  which  was 
of  great  importance  as  affecting  the  food  supply  of 
the  people.  Of  this  committee  he  was  Chairman. 
He  served  on  the  Census  Committee,  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Epidemic  Diseases,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  the  Committee  on  Railroads  and 
Naval  Affairs.  Though  perhaps  less  known  as  a 
politician,  much  less  as  a  mere  politician,  he  is  a 
Republican  of  the  most  pronounced  type,  one  who 
has  ever  labored  for  the  best  interests  of  his  party. 
As  a  legislator,  he  has  shown  marked  ability  and 
discretion  in  considering  and  deciding  grave  ques- 
tions of  National  polity  and  practicality,  and  has 
preserved  his  equanimity  among  the  many  clash- 
ing and  discordant  elements  that  beset  a  man  in 
political  life. 

The  Senator  was  married,  in  1863,  to  Miss  Betsey 
Arnold,  of  Gun  Plain,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  the 
estimable  daughter  of  Daniel  Arnold,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  State.  Their  social  and  domes- 
tic relations  have  ever  been  most  pleasant.  At  the 
federal  capital  tlie}^  have  moved  in  the  highest 
and  most  select  circles,  and  have  been  noted  for  the 
munificence  and  royalty  of  their  entertainments 
and  receptions,  as  also  at  their  elegant  Michigan 
home,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State.  Here  the 
Senator  comes  at  times,  and,  throwing  off  for  a 
short  season  the  oppressive  cares  of  State  and  busi- 
ness, he  enjoys  the  beauties  of  his  extensive 
grounds,  and  gives  himself  to  restfulness  and 
the  indulgence  of  his  natural  tastes  for  all  that  is 
choice  and  elegant  in  literature  and  art,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  all  that  an  ample  competence  can 
gratify,  the  sure  result  of  wise  and  well-directed 
commercial  enterprises.  Like  the  California  Croesus, 
Senator  Stanford,  he  is  a  great  lover  of  the  horse. 


his  keen  eye  taking  in  with  admiration  the 
points  and  beauties  of  a  well-bred  animal,  and  in 
the  raising  of  fine  stock  he  perhaps  finds  one  of  his 
greatest  sources  of  pleasure. 

Nothwithstanding  the  multiplicity  of  his  busi- 
ness interests,  the  time  and  attention  devoted  to 
political  and  Governmental  affairs,  and  the  de- 
mands of  social  life,  we  find  the  Senator  not  un- 
mindful of  the  sober  and  more  important  duties 
and  promptings  of  the  higher  life,  for  as  a  member 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  he  is  one  of 
the  Vestrymen,  and  prominently  and  actively  con- 
nected with  all  church  and  charitable  matters.  He 
is  President  of  the  Kalamazoo  Cliildren's  Home,  a 
most  worthy  charit}^  He  bouglit  and  gave  the 
site  and  paid  liberally  toward  the  building  of  the 
beaiitiful  edifice  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, which  now  stands  a  monument  to  his 
munificence,  that  donation  alone  amounting  to 
$10,000.  He  also  subscribed  liberally  toward  the 
building  of  the  Academy  of  Music,  and  is  a  munif- 
icent patron  of  a  hospital  in  Chicago. 

In  October,  1887,  we  find  the  Senator  one  of 
three  gentlemen  who  gave  $13,000  toward  carrying 
on  the  work  of  Kalamazoo  College,  and  to  causes 
such  as  these  he  has  given  freely  of  his  means, 
keeping  ever  in  view  the  prosperity  and  best  inter- 
ests of  the  city  of  his  residence.  He  is  a  man  of 
majestic  and  courtly  presence,  yet  affable  and  easily 
approached.  He  is  popular  with  all  classes  and 
with  none  more  so  than  with  his  own  employes. 
There  is  a  gentle  humor  in  his  nature,  that 
relaxes  at  times  his  seeming  gravity  of  demeanor 
and  renders  him  a  pleasant  and  genial  compan- 
ion, and,  like  Blaine,  he  enjoys  a  good  story, 
and  can  tell  one,  too.  He  has  done  much  for 
Kalamazoo,  as  well  as  for  the  other  localities  in  the 
lumber  districts,  where  he  has  interests,  and  later, 
for  the  great  State  in  which  they  formed  a  part. 

In  connection  with  his  biograi)hy  may  be  found 
a  portrait  of  Senator  Stockbridge.  An  open- 
hearted,  free  and  whole-souled  man,  doing  from 
day  to  day  some  generous  deed  for  others,  high 
rank  or  station  counting  little  in  his  eyes,  he  val- 
ues a  man  for  what  he  is  and  what  he  has  accom- 
plished, and  there  is  no  one  more  open  to  the  ap- 
proaches of  the  poor  or.  humblest.     Although  he 
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has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  communities  in 
which  he  has  lived,  he  is  now  of  equal  or  greater 
benefit  to  the  State  which  he  represents  in  the 
highest  legislative  bodj^  of  the  world.  Personal 
interests  are  not  allowed  to  encroach  upon  his 
higher  duties  to  the  public.  Patiently  he  listens  to 
every  argument  advanced  for  or  against  a  meas- 
ure, which  may  affect  his  constituency  or  the  pub- 
lic good,  tearing  down  the  web  of  political  sophis- 
tries and  getting  at  the  true  bearing  and  merits  of 
any  bill  under  discussion;  and  when  at  last  his  de- 
cision is  reached,  his  judgment  is  fixed,  and  he 
stands  immovable  as  a  rock,  and  the  persuasions 
or  entreaties  of  his  warmest  friends  have  no  effect 
upon  his  judicial  mind,  when  he  feels  that  he  is  in 
the  right.  A  self-poised,  level-headed  man,  his 
adopted  State  is  proud  of  him  and  he  of  her,  and 
he  stands  high  ranked  among  the  sons  of  Mich- 
igan. 

The  writer  thankfully  acknowledges  the  valu- 
able aid  in  statistical  and  other  matter  from  that 
rare  and  invaluable  book,  "The  History  of  Emi- 
nent Men  of  Michigan." 


-^=®. 
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\17  OWELL  A.  NEWCOMB.  It  is  with  pleas- 
I  /^  ure  that  the  biographer  presents  to  the 
JL^^  readers  of  this  volume  the  sketch  of  this 
enterprising  young  farmer,  whose  fine  tract  of 
land  is  on  section  6,  Waverly  Township,  Van 
Buren  County.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Waverly  Township,  July  9, 
1856,  hence  he  takes  a  great  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  this  section.  He  is  the  son  of  Orlando  and 
Elizabeth  (Austin)  Newcomb. 

Our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  back  many  gen- 
erations, his  father  being  Orlando  Newcomb,  his 
grandfather  Willard,  his  great-grandfather  David, 
his  father  James,  his  father  Hezekiah  and  his 
father  Simon  Newcomb,  who  was  born  in 
Maryland.  The  family  originally  came  from  the 
West  of  England.  His  son,  Willard  Newcomb, 
born  in  Stephentown,  N.  Y.,  April  6,  1788,  was 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  a  pioneer  of  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.  By  profession,  he  was  a  minister 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     He  came  to 


Almena  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  this  State, 
in  1835,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
January  31,  1862.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
the  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  Clarissa 
Heath,  who  bore  him  ten  children,  six  sons  and 
four  daughters. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Livings- 
ton, N.  Y.,  June  15,  1821,  and,  accompanying  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Michigan,  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  lumbering  in  Bloomingdale  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  Countj^  In  1850,  he  located  on 
section  12,  Waverly  Township,  where  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
set  about  industriously  to  clear  and  improve.  He 
died  in  1873,  having  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Matilda  Armstrong  and  his  second  Eliza- 
beth Austin.  The  latter- named  lady  was  born  in 
Lyons,  N.  Y.,and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Newcomb 
became  the  parent  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  Lowell  A.;  Etta  M.,  wife  of  H. 
M.  Stout;  Perry  O.,  Travers  O.,  Bert  J.,  and 
Grace  O. 

Lowell  A.  Newcomb  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  remained  with  his  mother  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  began  farming 
on  his  own  account.  In  1882,  he  located  where  he 
now  resides,  having  purchased  thirty-two  acres  of 
land.  He  now  has  in  his  possession  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres,  which  he  cultivates  in  the  most 
intelligent  manner.  He  has  upon  his  estate  all  the 
needful  buildings  and  farm  machinery  and  ranks 
among  the  prominent  agriculturists  of  Waverly 
Township. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  first  wife  was 
Laurania  Hill,  who  only  lived  three  months  after 
her  marriage,  her  death  occurring  April  19,  1882. 
Mr.  Newcomb  was  later  married  to  Betsey  E.  Scott, 
who  was  born  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  at 
present  resides,  February  20,  1860,  his  estate  being 
a  part  of  Mr.  Scott's  old  homestead.  Mrs.  New- 
comb is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Isabella  (Car- 
uthers)  Scott,  natives  of  Scotland.  Her  father  was 
a  son  of  George  Scott,  who  reared  a,  large  family 
of  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Scott  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1840  and  settled  at  Amsterdam, 
N.  Y.,  removing  later  to  Rochester,  same  State.  In 
the  fall  of  1844,  they  made   Michigan  iheir  home, 
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and  located  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  acres  on  section  6,  Waverly  Township,  whicli 
he  cleared  and  improved,  and  hiter  added  forty 
acres  to  his  original  tract.  In  addition  to  the 
property  already  mentioned,  he  owned  eighty  acres 
in  Allegan  County.  In  politics,  Mr.  Scott  was  a 
Republican.  He  passed  from  this  life  June  18, 
1880.  His  wife  still  survives  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  son.  She  was  born  October  3,  1819,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Helen  (Hamilton) 
Caruthers. 

Our  worthy  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  are  greatly  esteemed  wherever  they 
are  known. 


JjOHN  SEBRI  NO,  a  gentleman -farmer,  resid- 
ing in  Gobleville,  Bloomingdale  Township, 
Van  Buren  County,  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  having  been  born  August  4,  1818. 
His  father  was  John  R.  Sebring,  a  native  of  Hol- 
land, who  came  to  America  when  a  young  man. 
The  mother  was  Maria  Drake,  a  daughter  of  Richard 
Drake,  of  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  a  prominent  man  of  that 
place.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
New  York  and  settled  on  a  piece  of  land  on  the 
Holland  purchase.  The  father  died  in  1820,  at  the 
age  of  forty-six  years,  having  been  born  November 
1 9  1773.  By  this  marriage,  three  children  were  born, 
our  subject  being  the  only  survivor.  The  mother 
was  again  married,  this  time  to  a  Mr.  Coleman  and 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  only  one  now 
living.     She  died  near  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

John  Sebring  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
when  fifteen  and  worked  at  the  cooper  business.. 
He  was  married,  February  4,  1838,  to  Betsey  A. 
West,  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  where  she 
was  born  September  19,  1818.  He  made  his  home 
at  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  for  a  number  of  years  and  then 
went  to  Wayne  County,  where  he  lived  until  1857, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Kalamazoo.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  he  took  up 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  followed  it  for  many 
years.     His    good  wife  died  July  23,  1864,  at  the 


age  of  forty-five.  They  became  tlie  parents  of  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  James  Deroy  is 
married  to  Julia  Sweet  and  lives  in  Kalamazoo, 
where  he  is  a  prominent  grain  dealer;  Emma  L.  is 
the  wife  of  Chauncy  Strong,  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance business  at  Kalamazoo  and  the  former  cashier 
of  the  bank  at  that  place.  Mary  T.  is  tlie  wife  of 
William  H.  Kellogg,  and  lives  in  Antwerp  Town- 
ship, this  county;  they  have  five  children.  Adella 
B.  married  William  A.  Forbes,  tlie  present  County 
Clerk  of  Kalamazoo  County;  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children.  M.  Odell  married  Eva  Oris  wold, 
and  is  the  father  of  two  children;  he  is  the  chief 
clerk  in  the  elevator  at  Kalamazoo:  Theron  Y. 
married  Harriet  C.  McPherson,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
J.  B.  McPherson,  of  Manistee,  and  is  the  cashier  in 
the  Kalamazoo  National  Bank. 

Our  subject  was  again  united  in  the  bonds  of 
wedlock,  choosing  for  his  second  wife  Clarissa  S. 
Hall,  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Anna  (South worth) 
Hall,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  res- 
pectively. The  ceremony  took  place  in  February, 
1865.  Mr.  Hall  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  eiglity- 
three  years,  at  Kalamazoo.  Mrs.  Hall  passed  away 
three  years  previous,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  They  had  born  to  them  twelve  children, 
two  now  living:  Mrs.  Sebring  and  Beach  Hall,  a 
resident  of  Kalamazoo.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
was  born  September  8, 1821,  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  received  a  good  education,  teachiijg 
school  twelve  j^ears.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sebring  have 
had  no  children  born  to  them. 

The  original  of  this  sketcli  did  teaming  from 
Kalamazoo  to  Grand  Rapids  for  five  years,  and 
then  he  and  his  eldest  son  carried  on  the  grocery 
business  at  the  former  place.  But  in  1866  he 
came  to  this  county  and  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  was  partially  im- 
proved. He  cleared  forty  acres  more  and  finely 
improved  it  but,  selling  out,  came  to  Gobleville, 
in  1877.  Here  he  has  a  tract  of  seventy-six  acres 
and  has  splendid  buildings  upon  it.  Mrs.  Sebring 
attended  the  academy  at  Pitcher  Springs,  N.  Y., 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1853.  She  taught  school 
a  good  deal  in  New  York,  and  took  care  of  her 
parents  during  their  declining  years.  Our  subject 
and  his  amiable  wife  are  members  of  the  Regular 
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Baptist  Church  and  are  active  in  church  work. 
The  former  is  a  Deacon  and  has  been  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Sunday-school  at  Lawton,  while  his 
wife  was  a  teacher  in  the  same  Politically,  Mr. 
Sebring  is  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
both  temperance  people  and  work  for  the  advance- 
ment of  that  cause. 


^^ 


J 


^  OSEI^II  SILL,  M.  I).  The  gentleman  whose 
l)ortrait  is  presented  on  the  opposite  page 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  9,  1821, 
and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Berry) 
Sill,  the  father  a  native  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  the 
mother,  of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  The  faniil}?^  is 
of  English  ancestry,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Joseph,  Sr.,  emigrating  to  this  country 
with  a  brother  and  settling  in  Lyme,  Conn.  His 
son,  the  grandfather  of  oiu'  subject,  located  at  an 
early  day  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  His  son, 
Joseph,  removed  about  1806  to  Buffalo  and  in  the 
spring  of  1835  came  West  to  Oberlin,  Ohio.  In 
the  fall  of  1836,  he  came  to  Jonesville,  Hillsdale 
County,  this  State,  where  he  passed  his  last  days, 
dying  June  30,  1843.  His  wife  died  the  day  fol- 
lowing. They  left  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  one  son  and  two  daughters  having  died 
previous  to  that  time.  The  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  general  merchant  in  Oberlin  and 
farmer  at  Jonesville. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  but 
one  in  the  parental  family.  His  elder  brother, 
Giles  E.,  went  to  California  in  1857,  and  died 
there  about  two  years  ago.  Sidney  B.  is  a  dentist 
in  Aiu'ora,  111.,  and  Prof.  J.  M.  B.  is  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Ypsilanti  Normal  School  and  formerly 
occupied  the  ])Osition  of  Superintendent  of  Schools 
in  Detroit.  The  widowed  sister  of  our  subject  was 
the  wife  of  William  B.  Clark,  a  merchant  of  Kala- 
mazoo, who  died  here  about  ten  years  ago. 

Joseph  Sill  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
prior  to  his  father's  death,  and  in  the  fall  of  1843 
attended  his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  Geneva 
Medical  College,  in  New  York.  In  1845-46  he 
opened  a  dental  ollice  in  Kalamazoo,  which  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  city,  and   thus  earned  the 


money  which  enabled  him  to  complete  his  studies 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  Universit}^  of 
New  York.  He  received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  in  March,  1847,  and  immediately  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Jonesville, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  1851. 

A  graduate  of  the  regular  school  of  medicine, 
Dr.  Sill  practiced  its  doctrines  until  unable  to 
check  a  malignant  disease  which  was  prevalent  at 
that  time.  Upon  adopting  the  principles  of 
Homeopathy  he  was  successful  with  almost  every 
case.  In  the  winter  of  1850-51,  he  took  a  post- 
graduate course  at  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  and  in  the  spring  of  1851  located 
at  Kalamazoo.  He  has  been  a  constant  resident 
here  since  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  year 
spent  in  California  and  the  winter  of  1867-68, 
when  he  visited  medical  institutions  in  Europe. 
Traveling  evidently  agrees  with  the  Doctor,  for 
while  on  the  ocean  trip  to  the  Golden  State  via 
the  Isthmus,  he  gained  fifteen  pounds  en  route,  ten 
pounds  on  the  return  trip,  and  twenty  pounds  on 
his  visit  to  Europe. 

Dr.  Sill  is  the  only  physician  in  Kalamazoo  who 
has  been  in  active  practice  here  since  1851,  and 
the  oldest  practicing  Homeo[)atliist  in  the  State,there 
being  only  two  physicians  of  that  school  within  its 
bounds  at  that  time — one  at  Grand  Rapids,  who  is 
now  deceased,  and  Dr.  Ellis,  of  Detroit,  who  has 
retired  from  practice.  Dr.  King  became  a  partner 
of  our  subject  in  1858,  and  carried  on  his  practice 
while  he  was  in  Europe. 

He  of  whom  we  write  entered  his  first  school 
when  ten  years  of  age,  but  when  fifteen  was  pre- 
pared to  enter  college.  The  following  year  ended 
his  school  life,  after  which  he  was  engaged  as  a 
teacher  for  three  years.  In  i)olitics,  he  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  but  is  not  otherwise  interested 
in  politics.  In  1861  Dr.  Sill,  intending  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  inaugural  of  President  Lincoln,  reached 
Pennsylvania  during  the  oil  excitement  and  be- 
came interested  in  developing  wells  which  netted 
him  a  handsome  profit.  Later  he  became  an  ex- 
tensive stockholder  in  the  old  Telegraph  Mine  in 
Utah,  which  proved  a  good  investment.  He  is  still 
the  proprietor  of  mines  there,  some  of  which  are 
being    worked.      He   gives    his  Western    interests 
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considerable  attention  and  makes  frequent  visits 
to  Utah,  his  health  not  being  able  to  stand  the 
strain  of  constant  practice. 

Dr.  Sill  was  at  one  time  part  owner  of  a  glucose 
factor}^  at  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  which  promised 
large  returns,  but  was  unfortunately  burned,  while 
the  Doctor  was  en  route  from  Utah  to  make  it  his 
first  visit.  He  has  done  much  toward  building  up 
the  city  of  Kalamazoo  and  is  part  proprietor  of 
Rose  Street  Terrace.  His  office  is  in  a  handsome 
block,  as  are  also  his  residence  apartments. 

September  28,  1847,  our  subject  was  married  at 
Jonesville,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Champlin,  a 
native  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  She  is  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Ladies' Library,  and,  with  her  husband,  is  a 
member  of  the  Eirst  Presbyterian  Church.  Although 
the  Doctor  has  met  with  financial  reverses,  he  now 
stands  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  city. 
He  holds  views  of  his  own  on  many  subjects  and 
does  not  consider  the  State  Medical  Department 
necessar3',thinks  there  are  too  many  doctors  already. 
He  is  very  conservative  on  educational  methods, 
believing  there  is  too  much  mechanical  education 
and  not  enough  individual  development.  He  is 
an  interesting  conversationalist  and  genial  com- 
panion and  in  the  city  and  surrounding  country 
his  friends  are  legion. 


iWi  |b|>  ptpi-  ^hi 
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^  MLLIAM  EORD,  of  Climax  Township,  who 
\rj//  maj^  be  denominated  a  pioneer  of  Kala- 
^^J  mazoo  County,  though  but  a  boy  when  he 
came  here  over  forty  years  ago,  has  risen  to  x)romi- 
nence  as  a  farmer  and  as  a  leading  politician  in 
this  section  of  the  State,  being  active  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Democratic  party.  Huron  County, 
in  the  neighboring  State  of  Ohio,  is  the  birthplace 
of  our  subject,  and  September  14,  1831,  the  date 
of  his  birth  into  the  pioneer  home  of  George  and 
Apna  (Lyons)  Eord,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York.  The  father  was  born  April  13,  1802,  and 
the  mother  April  28,"  1809,  she  being  of  Yankee 
blood.  The  father  was  of  Scottish  antecedents, 
his  father,  James  Ford,  having  been  born  in  Scot- 
land and  reared  in  Ireland.  Shortly  after  the 
American  Revolution,  he  emigrated  to  this  country 


with  a  brother,  who  went  South  and  was  never 
heard  from  again.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
married  Hannah  Davenport,  of  Dutch  parentage, 
and  reared  a  large  family.  His  career  as  a  farmer 
in  New  York  State  was  cut  short  by  his  untimely 
death  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  tailor  by  trade, 
and  engaged  at  that  several  years  in  New  York 
and  somewhat  in  Ohio  after  his  removal  thither 
in  1829.  He  had  settled  in  the  wilderness  of 
Huron  County  with  his  wife  and  two  children, 
and  at  different  times  owned  three  farms  there, 
doing  a  great  deal  of  improving.  He  finally 
traded  a  farm  there  for  land  in  Alamo  Township, 
this  county,  and  removed  thither  in  the  spring  of 
1846,  with  an  ox-team,  being  two  weeks  on  the 
way,  which  led  through  the  famous  Cottonwood 
Swamp,  near  Toledo,  where  in  one  place  they 
were  six  hours  going  four  miles,  and  then  had  to 
pay  toll  to  get  further.  About  this  time,  the  fa- 
ther was  severely  injured  by  the  falling  of  a  tree, 
and  was  never  able  to  work  much  after  that.  He 
and  his  son,  our  subject,  developed  the  farm, 
building  first  a  large  tamarack  log  house,  and  be- 
ginning pioneer  life.  In  1855,  Mr.  Ford  left 
his  farm  in  Alamo  Township,  and,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Climax  Township,  dwelt  there  until  his 
death,  April  1,  1872.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat 
in  politics,  in  which  he  always  manifested  a  good 
degree  of  interest.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  his  memory  is  held  in  rever- 
ence. The  mother  of  our  subject  was  yet  a  young 
woman  when  she  died,  February  20,  1834.  Three 
out  of  her  four  children  grew  to  maturity:  Betsy, 
Elma  and  William. 

It  is  of  the  latter  we  write.  He  obtained  his 
early  schooling  in  his  native  county,  the  first  school 
that  he  attended  being  two  miles  from  his  home, 
and  conducted  under  the  rate-bill  system.  The 
schoolhouse  was  a  typical  pioneer  educational  in- 
stitution, built  of  logs,  heated  by  an  open  fire- 
place, and  furnished  with  rude  slab  benches. 
When  our  subject  was  fifteen  years  old,  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Alamo 
Township,  where  he  attended  school  for  awhile, 
but  the  most  of  his  time  was  employed  in  farm 
work,  in  clearing  the  land  and  tilling  the  soil.     He 
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was  but  two  years  old  when  his  mother  died,  and 
at  the  time  the  family  came  to  Michigan  his  sister 
had  married,  and,  his  father  being  a  cripple,  he  had 
to  begin  life  m  earnest  to  help  support  the  fam- 
ily and  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  household,  the 
capable  lad  doing  the  most  of  the  cooking  for 
live  years  after  coming  to  this  county.  He  was 
fond  of  the  hunt,  and  as  wild  game  was  plenti- 
ful, occasionally  found  time  to  indulge  in  the 
pleasures  of  the  chase,  killing  a  deer  now  and 
then,  and  among  his  trophies  are  the  antlers  of 
two,  which  are  well  mounted  and  ornament  the 
walls  of  his  parlor. 

When  he  entered  upon  his  independent  career 
as  a  farmer,  Mr.  Ford  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Alamo  Township,  but  after  clearing  some 
of  it,  he  sold  it  at  a  good  advance  and  bought 
forty  acres  on  section  32,  of  which  only  ten  acres 
had  been  cleared.  He  felled  the  rest  of  the  tim- 
ber, and  in  ten  years  sold  that  place  in  order  to 
buy  ninety-tiiree  acres  of  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion 28,  Climax  Township.  Thirty-five  acres  of  it 
had  been  cleared,  but  there  were  no  buildings  on 
tlie  place  worth  mentioning,  except  a  board  house. 
]\Ir.  Ford  has  worked  unceasingly  to  bring  about 
the  change  that  makes  it  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  locality,  with  line  modern  improvements 
and  all  the  appliances  for  carrying  on  agriculture 
profitably.  He  has  erected  a  good  set  of  build- 
ings, putting  up  a  large  frame  barn  in  1878,  and 
building  a  commodious  and  neatly-appointed  frame 
residence  in  1879.  He  has  also  increased  the  size 
of  his  farm  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres, 
of  which  one  hundred  acres  are  cleared  and  under 
line  cultivation.  He  raises  both  grain  and  stock, 
and  has  cattle,  horses  and  swine  of  high  grades. 

Mr.  Ford  was  married,  April  29,  1859,  to  Miss 
Flora  E.  Root.  She,  too,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Lorain  County  January  21,  1839.  She  came  to 
Mich.,  in  April,  1856,  with  her  parents,  who  be- 
came residents  of  Chmax  Township.  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  has  brought  them  nine 
children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  latter 
(Birdie  and  Ina)  dying  in  infancy.  The  names  of 
the  boys  are  Ashton  E.,  Arthur  IL,  Ozias  C, 
(xeorge.  Van  Evry,  Charles  and  Deo,  respectively. 

Our  subject  has  shown  himself  in  various  ways 


a  public-spirited  citizen,  who  is  thoroughly  alive 
to  the  interests  of  township  and  county,  and  he 
is  noted  as  a  leader  among  the  Democrats  of  this 
part  of  the  State,  one  who  wields  more  power  in  pol- 
itical matters  than  anyone  else  in  his  commu- 
nity, and  is  regarded  as  one  of  our  shrewdest  and 
most  acute  politicians.  He  is  thoroughly  posted 
on  national  issues,  in  which  he  is  greatly  interested, 
and  he  understands  well  the  best  mode  of  con- 
ducting a  local  political  campaign.  At  the  last 
call  for  soldiers  during  the  late  war,  Mr.  Ford 
was  drafted,  and,  it  being  impossible  for  him  to  go, 
he  sent  a  substitute,  for  which  he  paid  $600. 


ACOB  McLIN.  This  gentleman  is  a  resi- 
dent of  section  35,  Texas  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County,  where  he  is  successfully  carry- 
ing on  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary  (Jackson)  McLin, 
natives  of  Tennessee.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  a  cousin  of  Andrew  Jackson.  The  parents 
came  from  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  in  September,  1830,  and  settled  on  section 
36,  Texas  Township,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  the  father  and 
mother  of  our  subject,  his  birth  occurring  Novem- 
ber 20,  1817,  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
passed  his  boyhood  days  and  in  the  fall  of  1830 
came  to  this  county  with  his  parents.  He  here 
continued  to  live  with  his  father  until  he  was  mar- 
ried October  23,  1842,  to  Miss  Adelia  Gage  in 
Texas  Township,  this  county.  Mrs.  McLin  is  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Polly  (Howard)  Gage,  na- 
tives of  Vermont  and  New  York  State,  respectively. 
The  mother  died  in  Chautauqiui  County,  N.  Y., 
and  the  father  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  in  1835, 
settling  in  the  northern  part  of  Texas  Township, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death.  lie  was  the  father 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  McLin  is  the 
fourth-born,  she  having  had  her  birth  in  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  July  22,  1823. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  McLin  settled  on  section 
35,  of  Texas  Township,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives.     It  comprises  fifty-one  acres  and  on  it  he 
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has  made  the  very  best  improvements.  This  couple 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children:  George 
H.,  Mary  H.  and  Luther  I.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
R.  H.  Gibbs,  of  Three  Rivers,  Mich.  Mr.  McLin 
has  held  the  offices  of  Constable  of  his  township, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  seventeen  years  and  Town- 
ship Collector,  the  duties  of  which  offices  he  dis- 
charged faithfully  and  conscientiously.  He  has 
taken  in  former  days  quite  an  active  part  in 
politics  and  has  held  all  the  offices  of  his  township. 
He  is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party 
and  has  been  since  its  organization.  Religiously, 
he  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  son,  George  H.,  is  a  physician  at  Huntington, 
Ind.,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Cleveland  and  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  Colleges,and  has  also  attended 
college  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  London,  Eng- 
land. Luther  I.  is  a  graduate  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Michigan  University  and  also  of 
Detroit  and  is  now  practicing  at  St.  Joseph,  Mich. 
The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  this  brief  record 
is  with  his  good  wife  held  in  esteem  by  the 
entire  community  in  which  they  are  spending  the 
evening  of  their  lives. 


^^(  OHN  McBRIDE,  a  respected  and  prominent 
farmer,  located  on  section  35,  Hopkins 
Township,  Allegan  County,  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Polly  (Wolf)  McBride,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  there  resided  on  a  farm 
in  Venango  County,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
in  1838.  The  father  is  still  living,  and  makes  his 
home  with  his  children.  He  was  twice  married, 
the  mother  of  our  subject  being  his  first  wife,  and 
by  her  he  had  three  children.  The  second  mar- 
riage was  fruitful  of  nine  children. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  24,  1833,  in 
Center  County,  Fa.,  and  lost  his  mother  when  Rye 
years  old.  He  began  life  for  himself  at  ten  by  farm- 
ing by  the  month.  He  came  to  Jackson  County,  this 
State,  in  1855,  and  the  following  year  came  to  this 
county,  and  worked  on  farms  in  summers,  and  in 
the  sawmills  in  the  winters. 


In  August,  1861,  Mr.  McBride  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  Sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  sent  to 
Baltimore,  Newport  News,  Ship  Island,  and  then, 
under  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  on  the  expedition  to  New 
Orleans,  Vicksburg,  Baton  Rouge,  wintering  in 
various  places  in  the  South.  He  re-enlisted,  and 
then  came  home  on  a  furlough.  He  again  returned 
South,  and  was  on  duty  at  numerous  places,  fight- 
ing in  the  battles  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  siege  of  Port 
Hudson,  and  also  doing  some  lively  skirmishing. 

This  brave  soldier  returned  home  after  four 
years  of  faithful  fighting  in  September,  1865,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  on  section  16,  Hopkins  Township, 
which  was  partly  improved.  In  September,  1866, 
he  was  married  to  Mary  M.  (Gregory)  Brewer,  a 
daughter  of  James  H.  and  Lydia  J.  (Daniels) 
Gregorj^,  both  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the  former 
being  born  in  1820,  and  the  latter,  who  died  in 
1889,  in  1824.  They  moved  to  Ohio  in  1848, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1852,  settling  in  Watson 
Township,  this  county,  on  section  2,  taking  up 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  During  the 
Civil  War,  the  father  moved  to  this  township  and 
settled  on  section  15,  where  he  now  lives.  They 
had  five  children  born  to  them:  Mrs.  McBride, 
Edwin  E.,  Flora  A.,  Mrs.  Frank  Hofmaster,  of  Kal- 
amazoo, being  the  ones  living.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  was  born  January  17,  1843,  in  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  and  was  married,  in  1860,  to  Fred 
A.  Brewer,  a  soldier  in  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cav- 
alry. He  was  captured  and  held  in  rebel  prisons 
five  months,  and  died  soon  after  being  exchanged. 
He  was  the  father  of  one  child,  Edwin  A.,  who 
married  Libbie  McClintock,  and  lives  in  this  town- 
ship with  his  wife  and  three  children. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  lived  on  section 
16,  this  township,  three  years,  when  he  moved  to 
section  28.  In  1869,  he  located  on  his  present 
farm,  where  he  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  all,  and  seventy-five  highly  improved.  He  has 
cleared  it  all  himself,  and  is  a  sagacious  and  in- 
dustrious farmer.  He  lost  his  barn  by  fire  in  1876, 
and  soon  erected  another  and  better  one  in  its 
place.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Gertie  Adella,  the  wife  of  William  Bost- 
wick,  of  Kalamazao  City,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children :  Jesse  Lee,  and  Alice  A.     These  children 
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have  received  the  best  educational  advantages  of 
the  day,  and  Mrs.  Bostwick  was  engaged  in  teacli- 
ing  school  before  her  marriage.  Mrs.  McBride  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  she 
and  her  liusband  both  belong  to  the  Orange,  of 
which  she  was  Assistant  Steward  and  Lady  Assist- 
ant. She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps  at  Hopkins  Station,  and  has  been  Outside 
Guard.  In  politics,  Mr.  McBride  is  a  Republican, 
and  always  has  been,  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  where 
he  loves  to  meet  with  his  old  comrades. 


^♦♦♦♦/ 


^♦♦♦♦' 


.♦♦♦♦h- 

♦♦♦♦!= 


^^Vf?  RI AH  UPJOHN,  M.  D.  This  family  ori- 
/i|  I  ginated  in  Shaftesbury,  Dorsetshire,  Eng- 
^^^  land.  The  Rev.  William  Upjohn,  father  of 
tlie  subject  of  this  biography,  belonged  to  the  In- 
dependents of  England,  and  preached  in  Shaftes- 
bury for  forty  years  without  remuneration,  believ- 
ing it  to  be  his  duty  to  lead  the  sinner  to  the  Re- 
deemer without  money  and  without  price;  he  at 
the  same  time  followed  his  legitimate  business  as  a 
civil  engineer.  He  was  a  man  of  acknowledged 
ability  and  of  good  lineage.  The  Doctor's  mother, 
Mary  (Standard)  Upjohn,  was  the  third  daughter 
of  Mr.  Standard,  of  Sherborne,  and  belongs  to  the 
great  Devon  family  of  Northcote,  the  present  head 
of  which  is  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh.  Her  grand- 
father, Thomas  Lawrence,  was  the  second  son  of 
John  Lawrence,  of  Asliton  Hall,  Lancashire.  Her 
grandmother  was  Mary  Northcote,  who  married 
Thomas  Lawrence,  October  6,  1725. 

Our  subject  is  the  ninth  of  twelve  children  and 
was  born  September  7,  1808,  in  Glamorgan,  near 
Cardiff,  Monmouthshire,  South  Wales,  where  his 
parents  were  temporarily  residing.  To  ascertain 
the  true  worth  of  a  man,  it  is  necessary  to  know 
the  influences  to  which  he  was  exposed  in  his  early 
days,  the  associations  of  his  youth,  the  manner  of 
his  education.  These  things  have  much  to  do  with 
the  career  which  follows.  We  find  in  Uriah's  early 
life  evident  traces  of  a  boy  who  was  spelling  and 
reading  his  w-ay  to  a  fully-developed  man.  He  re- 
ceived the  benefit  of  the   elementary   training  of 


the  English  schools  of  his  day  and  was  then  placed 
in  the  Hey tesbury  and  Castle  Carry  schools,  where 
he  went  through  a  full  academic  course.  He  re- 
members that  his  father  took  him  from  school  for 
a  time  to  aid  him  in  making  a  railroad  survey  from 
London  to  Exeter,  the  first  survey  of  the  kind  in 
England. 

Amid  the  corrective  influences  of  an  excellent 
home  and  the  discipline  and  thorough  training  of 
good  schools,  Uriah  passed  from  childhood  to  man- 
hood. He  remained  at  home  until  1828,  when  he 
and  his  next  older  brother,  William,  bade  goodbye 
to  the  inmates  of  the  old  home  in  "Merrie  Eng- 
land," and  taking  passage  in  an  ocean  vessel,  em- 
barked with  their  effects  and  fortunes  for  the 
United  States.  After  a  prosperous  voyage  across 
the  Atlantic,  they  arrived  in  New  York  City  in 
June,  and  spent  the  summer  traveling  and  pros- 
pecting through  some  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
States. 

The  following  winter,  our  subject  played  the 
"English  Schoolmaster  Abroad"  for  the  people  of 
East  Hamburg,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  Early  in  the 
spring  of  1830  he  returned  to  England  for'the  pur- 
pose of  assisting  his  parents  in  their  preparations 
for  removing  to  America.  Arrangements  being 
completed,  he,  with  his  fatlier's  family,  once  more 
set  sail  for  the  New  World,  landing  at  New  York  in 
July  the  same  year.  The  family  settled  in  Green- 
bush  (East  Albany),  N.  Y.,  and  it  was  while  living 
there  with  his  parents  that  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Hale.  Mr. 
Upjohn  had  while  living  in  England  given  some 
attention  to  the  study.  Dr.  Hale  was  a  man  of 
learning  and  an  able  physician,  a  graduate  of 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a 
man  of  high  social  standing,  having  married  the 
granddaughter  of  Gov.  George  Clinton. 

After  going  through  the  full  course  of  studies  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York  City,  Dr.  Upjohn  graduated  on  March  25, 
1834.  He  had  also  attended  the  practice  of  Physics 
and  Surgery  in  the  New  York  Hospital  during  the 
two  sessions  of  1833-34;  and  had  found  time  dur- 
ing his  summer  vacations  to  attend  two  full  courses 
on  surgery  and  anatomy  under  Prof.  Alden 
March,  of  Albany.     The   following  recommenda- 
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tion,  which  our  graduate  bore  with   his  diploma 
from  college,  needs  no  word  of  comment: 

To  whom  it  may  concern : 

Be  it  known  that  Dr.  Upjohn  received  his  de- 
gree in  our  university  yesterday.  It  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  great  dili- 
gence with  which  he  has  pursued  his  studies,  and 
to  the  uncommon  proficiency  which  he  evinced  in 
his  examination  before  the  professors.  My  best 
wishes  attend  him  in  his  career  in  life,  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  wherever  he  may  locate,  he  will  be  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  his  professional  brethren 
and  the  community. 

Valentine  Mott,  M.  D. 
New  York,  April  2, 1834. 

Dr.  Upjohn  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
at  Brighton,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  immediately 
after  his  graduation.  His  parents  had  removed  to 
Pittsford,  in  the  same  county,  where  the  father 
died  in  1847  and  the  mother  in  1852.  In  June, 
1835,  he  and  his  brother  William  started  out  to 
seek  their  fortunes  in  the  far  West,  crossing  Lake 
Erie  by  steamer.  From  Detroit,  on  horseback,  they 
took  up  their  line  of  march  westward  through  the 
wooded  territory  and  reaching  Kalamazoo  County, 
pitched  their  tent  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  31,  in  that  part  of  the  township  of  Rich- 
land since  called  Ross.  Having  erected  a  log  house 
here  on  their  new  land  among  the  early  settlers  of 
this  region,  the  two  brothers  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  The  Doctor  had  not  been  long 
in  Michigan  when  he  learned  that  the  law  required 
physicians  to  have  a  license,  making  it  necessary 
for  him  to  go  to  Detroit  to  present  his  credentials. 
This  he  did  and  received  his  papers. 

On  September  15,  1837,  Dr.  Upjohn  was  married 
to  Maria  Mills,  youngest  daughter  of  Deacon 
Simeon  Mills,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Gull  Prairie. 
Our  subject's  practice  has  been  very  extensive. 
His  ride  on  horseback  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
until  roads  were  made  and  buggies  could  be  had, 
extended  among  the  sparse  settlements  and  solitary 
log  cabins  scattered  over  the  territory  of  five 
counties.  To  visit  his  patients,  he  rode  by  a  pio- 
neer's new-made  track,  or  by  the  Indian  trail  or 
blazed  trees,  or  through  the  trackless  woods,  "by 
routes  obscure  and  lonely.''  Kindly,  patiently,  he 
went  on  his  errand  of  mercy  in  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  and  through  all  kinds  of  weather,  rendering 


his  services  as  cheerfully  to  the  poor,  who  could 
not  pay,  as  to  those  who  could.  At  one  time,  while 
attending  the  sick  in  a  north  settlement,  as  Dr. 
Upjohn  was  about  to  leave  he  was  informed  that 
around  the  lake  there  was  a  log  cabin,  whose  in- 
mates were  all  sick.  After  a  round-about  ride,  he 
came  to  the  cabin,  knocked  at  the  door  again  and 
again,  and  at  last  heard  a  faint  "come  in."  Enter- 
ing he  found  the  entire  family  of  seven  or  eight 
persons  prostrate  with  fever,  and  the  first  word 
uttered  was  a  request  for  water.  Filling  a  large 
pitcher  with  water  from  the  lake  near  by  he  gave 
to  each  one  a  drink.  Finding  that  some  of  them 
were  very  sick,  he  dealt  out  medicine  as  each  case 
required,  built  a  fire,  chopped  wood,  brought  it  in 
and  made  them  as  comfortable  as  he  could,  gave 
them  words  of  cheer  and  bade  them  good-night, 
promising  to  come  again.  He  then  rode  three  or 
four  miles  out  of  his  way  to  find  a  neighbor  who 
would  stay  with  them  for  one  night. 

Dr.  Upjohn  at  that  time  was  obliged  to  use  a 
large  amount  of  quinine  and  has  more  than  once 
used  an  entire  bottle  in  one  day's  ride  of  not  more 
than  forty  miles.  During  his  early  experience, 
many  of  the  virtues  of  quinine,  not  th«i  adopted 
by  the  medical  profession,  that  are  well  estab- 
lished in  the  present  time,  were  recognized  by  him. 
Prof.  Palmer,  of  the  Medical  University,  gives  him 
the  credit  of  first  using  it  as  a  cure  for  pneumonia. 
We  give  a  few  incidents  illustrative  of  the  trials 
and  adventures  of  the  physicians  in  tlie  early  set- 
tlement of  this  country.  Our  subject  once  made  a 
trip  of  sixty  miles,  and  at  one  place  where  he 
visited  they  had  only  a  crust  of  johnny-cake  to 
satisfy  his  hunger,  and  but  a  wisp  of  straw,  that 
was  taken  from  the  bed  of  his  patient,  to  feed  his 
horse. 

A  number  of  years  ago,  Dr.  Upjohn  related  this 
incident  of  his  early  practice:  "I  had  been  gone 
from  home  two  or  three  days,  visiting  the  sick  at 
almost  every  house,  and  staying  at  night  wherever 
I  happened  to  be.  Tired  and  exhausted,  I  was 
making  my  way  home,  walking  and  leading  my 
horse,  when  within  one  mile  of  home  I  heard  some 
one  riding  rapidly  behind  me,  and  my  first  impulse 
was  to  dodge  behind  the  brushes  and  let  him  pass. 
'Hallo   there'  said  some  one,  and   on  coming  up 
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he  hurriedly  asked,  'Is  this  Dr.  Upjohn?'  'Yes.' 
'Well,  you're  wanted.'  'Where?'  'Six  miles  be- 
yond Yankee  Springs.'  'Who  is  sick?'  'A 
woman.'  The  distance  being  twenty-six  miles  I 
hesitated.  I  asked  if  she  was  very  sick.  'Yes, 
very,'  said  the  man,  'and  very  poor;  you  may 
never  get  your  pay.'  I  wrote  a  note  to  my  wife 
for  some  medicine  to  be  sent  back  by  the  man  and 
I  made  my  way  back,  arriving  there  at  three 
o'clock  the  next  morning.  I  found  my  patient  in 
a  crude  log  house  and  very  sick  indeed,  and  in  a 
log  barn  nothing  but  straw  for  my  horse." 

The  wants  of  a  growing  family  often  pressed  so 
keenly  upon  him  that  the  Doctor  sometimes  felt 
the  need  of  prompt  collection  of  his  fees.  Yet  the 
writer  has  heard  him  say,  that,  driven  by  necessity, 
he  has  often  entered  with  reluctance  the  settler's 
home  to  collect  his  bill,  but  the  presence  of  destitu- 
tion and  lack  of  the  very  necessaries  of  life  were 
so  evident  that  he  has  left  the  house  without  pre- 
senting his  bill.  A  large  part  of  his  early  practice 
was  of  an  unremunerative  character,  and  on  a  close 
estimate  by  himself,  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  in 
his  extensive  practice  of  sixty  years  he  has  given 
one-half  of   his  services  to  the  destitute  and  poor. 

Dr.  O.  F.  Burroughs,  of  Galesburg,  Mich.,  has 
written  amusing  incidents  of  our  subject's  stop- 
ping his  horse  as  they  were  riding  together  and 
getting  out  of  the  buggy  to  procure  some  plant 
that  grew  by  the  road  side,  then  giving  an  inter- 
esting lecture  upon  it  as  they  rode  along.  It  was 
the  same  with  geology — the  fossils  did  not  e&cape 
his  notice.  Fording  the  Kalamazoo  River  at  one 
time  on  horseback,  when  on  a  visit  to  a  patient,  he 
saw  a  large  rock  in  the  stream,  and  exclaimed,  "I 
have  found  it  after  two  year's  search;  I  have  found 
it  at  last!  Here  is  the  bed-rock,  the  carboniferous 
limestone,"  but  hurried  on  to  attend  to  his  pro- 
fessional duties.  Returning,  he  dismounted  and 
though  the  river  was  full  of  ice  he  stood  knee-deep 
in  the  water  and  examined  the  rock.  An  incident 
m  his  boyhood  days  will  illustrate  a  sterling  trait 
of  his  character.  When  a  boy  of  thirteen,  he  and 
a  schoolmate  started  on  horseback  to  visit  Netley 
Abbey^  on  Southampton  Bay,  by  moonlight.  Ar- 
riving at  the  bay,  tfiey  left  their  horses  and  took  a 
row  boat  for  the  Abbey,    Here  they  had  a  delight- 


ful time,  viewing  its  splendor  by  the  light  of  the 
moon.  Some  time  before,  they  had  made  a  pledge 
to  each  other  that  they  would  never  drink  or  play 
cards,  and  they  bethought  themselves  that  this 
stood  tliem  in  good  stead  at  this  time,  as  there  was 
much  drinking  and  card-playing  in  the  inns  they 
passed  by.  Rowing  back  they  mounted  their 
horses  for  home  and  Uriah's  mate  said,  "Let  us  try 
the  speed  of  our  animals."  A  little  experience  of 
this  kind  cost  them  dearly  for  after  the  race  his 
mate's  horse  dropped  dead.  Frightened,  they 
rolled  the  animal  out  of  the  way  and  both  rode 
home  on  one  horse.  The  schoolmate  thus  spoken 
of  was  the  late  Sir  Robert  Lush,  one  of  England's 
twelve  judges. 

Dr.  Upjohn 's  ancestors  on  both  sides  have  been 
mostly  Quakers  and  he  in  his  gentle  manners  and 
unostentatious  life  has  evinced  the  Quaker,  al- 
though he  has  never  worn  the  garb.  In  1834, 
while  living  in  Brighton,  N.  Y.,  he  joined  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  and  afterwards  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party  on  its  formation.  While  he  and  his 
brother  William  were  in  the  midst  of  their  profes- 
sional life,  they  sent  a  petition  with  many  names 
attached  to  the  Legislature,  which  resulted  in  that 
very  important  Act  known  as  the  Homestead 
Exemption  Law.  In  Michigan  in  1845,  Dr.  Up- 
john was  nominated  for  Congress  on  the  Free-Soil 
ticket.  His  brother  William  was  for  many  years 
located  at  Hastings,  Mich.,  where  he  was  lucratively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  where  he 
died.  In  August,  1887,  the  brother  Erastus  went  as 
a  pioneer  to  Nebraska,  settled  at  Bellevue  and 
printed  the  first  paper  in  that  Territory;  he  was  a 
surgeon  in  the  army  during  the  war,  and  practiced 
medicine  in  that  State  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  youngest  sister,  Helen,  married  Judge  Fenner 
Furgerson,  a  former  resident  of  Albion,  Mich.,  who 
was  appointed  by  President  Pierce  the  first  Chief 
Justice  of  Nebraska  Territory.  Our  subject  is  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  family. 

Twelve  children  have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Upjohn,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years. 
Six  are  graduates  of  the  medical  and  pharmaceut- 
ical departments  of  Michigan  University,  namely: 
Helen,  the  wife  of  Hugh  Kirkland,  a  promi- 
nent  physician   at   Kalamazoo;    Mary    N.,    wife 
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of  W.  P.  Sidnam,  of  Kalamazoo;  Amelia,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Campbell,  but  now  deceased; 
Henry  U.,  William  W.,  and  Jane  T.  Mary  and 
Amelia  were  the  first  lady  graduates  in  the  de- 
partment of  pharmacy,  and  Frederick  took  a 
course  in  pharmacy  at  Philadelphia.  The  spirit  of 
Galen  that  inspired  the  father  has  thus  manifested 
itself  in  the  love  of  the  profession  among  his  chil- 
dren. His  daughter  Alice  received  her  early  edu- 
cation at  Gull  Prairie  Seminary,  afterward  attend- 
ing for  a  time  the  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti  and 
later  the  Ladies'  College  at  Evanston,  111.  She 
married  the  Rev.  Wright  Barrett,  a  graduate 
of  Garrett  Biblical  Institute.  Virginia,  at  an 
early  age,  evinced  a  rare  talent  for  music  and  was 
given  a  musical  education  at  Detroit.  She  became 
a  successful  teacher  and  while  thus  engaged  in 
Hastings,  was  taken  ill  and  died,  July  8,  1870,  at 
her  father's  home  in  Galesburgh.  Sara  attended 
the  public  school  at  Ann  Arbor  and  married  Rev- 
John  Redpath,  a  graduate  of  the  Union  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  of  New  York.  Ida  (now  deceased), 
the  youngest  of  seven  daughters,  graduated  at  the 
High  School  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  married  James 
Hay  ward,  a  graduate  from  Michigan  University  in 
the  literary  and  civil  engineering  departments. 
He  was  employed  by  the  Government  in  making 
surveys  in  Mississippi  and  Texas,  and  was  drowned 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  Doctor  lived  on  Gull  Prairie  from  the  time 
he  came  to  this  county  until  1868,  with  the  ex- 
ce[)tion  of  two  years  which  he  spent  with  his  fam- 
ily in  Iowa.  He  then  removed  to  Galesburgh,  this 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1871,  at  which 
time  he  changed  his  residence  to  Kalamazoo.  In 
the  spring  of  that  year  he  retired  to  a  farm  pur- 
chased of  Charles  Brown,  his  brother-in-law,  near 
Richland  village,  his  old  home.  He  is  now  past 
,  eighty-three  years  of  age.  and  still  quite  robust. 
Sixty  years  of  his  life  have  been  faithfully  and 
conscientiously  spent  in  his  profession  and  in  pro- 
viding for  and  educating  his  eleven  children.  He 
is  an  affectionate  and  considerate  husband  and  fa- 
ther, unselfish  to  a  fault,  studying  the  comforts  of 
those  around  him  rather  than  his  own,  always  im- 
parting some  valuable  instruction  to  his  children 
when  gathered  around  him  at  home  or  while  riding 


with  him  as  he  went  about  the  country.  Being  a 
great  reader  and  a  man  of  original  thought  and 
wonderful  memory,  he  was  prepared  for  any 
emergency.  For  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years 
his  practice  has  been  that  of  a  consulting  phy- 
sician, and  while  not  in  active  practice  in  the  last 
few  years  he  yet  cherishes  great  interest  in  the 
advancement  of  medicine  and  the  well-being  of 
his  fellow-men,  cheerfully  giving  counsel  where  it 
is  needed,  pointing  out  dangers  to  life  and  health, 
with  a  kindly  feeling  to  all  humanity.  In  his  re 
ligious  views  he  believes  that  a  well-spent  life  is 
the  best  preparation  for  future  happiness,  regard- 
less of  religious  creeds.  Mrs.  Upjohn  was  the  faith- 
ful and  loving  wife  of  our  subject  for  the  long 
period  of  forty-five  years,  sustaining  him  bywords 
of  cheer  and  comfort  when  he  was  about  to  despair, 
and  in  all  he  has  accomplished  in  securing  a  good 
home  and  a  competency  she  deserves  a  full  share 
of  credit.  She  was  called  to  her  heavenly  home 
Februar}^  17,  1882,  when  in  her  sixtieth  year,  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of   Dr.  Upjohn  accom- 
panies this  biographical  notice. 


_^3 
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/^  HESTER  A.  PUTNEY.  The  older  members 
[l[  ^  of  a  community  are  doubly  entitled  to  the 
^^Jy  respect  and  esteem  of  their  neighbors  when 
their  long  lives  have  been  replete  with  acts  of 
kindness,  and  their  whole  career  marked  b}^  in- 
tegrity and  uprightness.  The  time-honored  and 
respected  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  makes  his  home  in  Hartford, 
Van  Buren  County.  His  native  home  was  in 
Middlesex,  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  July  11,  1821.  His  father,  Aaron  Putney, 
was  born  in  1769,  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  mother, 
Eleanor  (Adams)  Putney,  was  a  -  native  of  New 
York.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  Jedediah  Putney, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  a  son  of 
John  Putney,  a  native  of  England,  who  came  to 
America  when  a  young  man  and  figured  conspic- 
uously in  the  early  history  of  the  country.  The 
Putneys  have  been  tillers  of  till  soil  at  all  times 
and  have  always  been  very  successful. 
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Our  subject  emigrated  to  Ohio  when  a  .young 
mau  and  there  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Parker,  in 
1844.  Mrs.  Putney  died  in  New  York  wlience  our 
subject  had  moved  and  where  he  lost  two  children. 
He  was  afterward  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Pratt, 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Clarisa  J.  (Gillette)  Pratt, 
natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  8tate,respec- 
ti  vely,  born  in  Rushville,Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  wlio 
bore  him  seven  chihiren,  five  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing: Orville  C,  Isabelle  A.,  William  C,  Katherine 
J.  and  M.  Josephine. 

In  the  spring  of  1863,  Mr.  Putney  came  to  Van 
Buren  County,  where  he  has  ever  sinc6  made  his 
home.  He  found  it  new  and  undeveloped  and  at 
once  rented  a  farm.  Subsequently  he  purchased 
land  of  his  own  and  now  has  a  nice  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty  acres,  on  which  his  son  Orvill 
resides.  In  the  fall  of  1890,  he  erected  a  beautiful 
modern  residence  in  Hartford,  which  is  not  sur- 
passed by  any  in  the  village.  Here  he  now  resides, 
having  been  retired  from  manual  labor  since  1889. 
This  honored  gentleman  has  always  been  held  in 
highest  repute  by  all  his  friends  and  numerous 
acquaintances  for  his  honesty  and  uprightness.  He 
is  a  true-blue  Republican  politically,  but  has  never 
been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  the  quietude  of 
domestic  life  to  the  turmoil  of  public  office. 


V_ 


<|  jj^ILLIAM  MOTTRAM,  M.  D.  The  gentle- 
\jj//  man  whose  portrait  appears  on  the  op[)o- 
W^  site  page  deserves  great  credit  for  the  pos- 
ition he  won,  not  only  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon, but  in  securing  the  confidence  of  the  people 
whom  he  served.  Dr.  Mottram  was  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  January  30,  1810,  and 
passed  from  this  life  at  his  home  in  Kalamazoo, 
July  2,  1891. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Mottram, 
was  a  native  of  England,  while  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Bedient,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont. The  Doctor  was  married  January  20,  1835, 
at  Schoolcraft,  this  State,  to  Miss  Gillian  Marguer- 
ite, daughter  of  George  E.  and  Ruth  (Duncan) 
Lloyd,    natives    of    Virginia,    whei'c   they   were 


among  the  first  families.  An  aunt  of  Mrs.  Mot- 
tram, on  her  father's  side,  lived  to  be  over 
one  hundred  years  old.  One  of  the  Lloyds 
became  United  States  Senator.  Mrs.  Mottram 
came  to  Schoolcraft,  tliis  State,  as  early  as  1832, 
one  of  a  party  of  thirty-six, only  two  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  time,  namely:  Mrs.  Mottram 
and  her  sister,  Mrs.  D.  G.  Kendall,  who  is  at  pres- 
ent residing  in  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Mary  E.,  William  K.  and  Alice. 
The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Maj.  W.  C.  Ran- 
som, whose  biography  will  appear  on  another  page 
in  this  volume;  William  K.  is  residing  in  Ottawa, 
Kan.;  and  Alice  is  the  widow  of  Sidney  Cook,  late 
of  Elat  Rock,  this  State.  The  Doctor  represented 
St.  Joseph  County  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
Legislature  of  1843,  where  he  took  an  active  part 
in  organizing  the  public  school  library  system, 
which  has  become  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
useful  features  of  the  great  educational  system 
of  the  State.  Our  subject  located  on  the  site  of 
the  present  beautiful  residence  of  the  family  in 
1850,  and  in  1869,  a  modern  dwelling  was  erected, 
which  now  adorns  the  place. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  speech  of 
Charles  S.  May  delivered  August  13,  1891,  at  the 
pioneers'  reunion  of  Kalamazoo  County: 

The  death-roll  read  by  your  Secretary  shows  that 
during  the  past  year,  some  of  the  best  known  and 
most  honored  of  your  members  have  been  sum- 
moned across  the  dark  river.  Many  of  those  I 
knew  as  we  all  knew  them.  Some  of  them  were 
my  friends,  known  and  tried  for  many  years. 
One  of  them,  and  the  most  prominent  name  on  the 
list,  was,  for  more  thirty  years,  my  friend  and  phy- 
sician— a  man  whom  I  greatly  honored  and  re- 
spected— the  late  Dr.  William  Mottram. 

This  man,  who,  as  a  pioneer,  citizen  and  physi- 
cian, was  so  well  and  widely  known,  may  justly 
claim  the  passing  tribute  at  my  hand.  His  life 
work,  and  it  was  a  most  grand  and  useful  one, 
was  done  here  in  our  midst.  The  first  part  of  his 
career  passed  just  across  the  line  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  As  pioneer,  phj^sician  and  legislator,  and 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  our  own  city  of  Kalamazoo, 
the  wide  practice  of  his  profession  brought  him 
into  relation  with  thousands  of  our  citizens.  His 
fine  and  imposing  presence,  his  courtly  bearing, 
his  highbred  and  polished  courtesy  of  manner, 
his  gentle  and  reassuring  voice  in  the   sick  room, 
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wliicb  was  itself  a  remedy,  will  be  long  remem- 
bered among  us,  and  I  may  as  well  say  that  the 
removal  of  such  a  figure  from  our  midst,  though 
his  years  were  ripe,  is  a  great  public  loss.  Men 
like  Dr.  Mottram  were  such  fine  specimens  and 
types  of  manhood  and  manners  of  the  Old  School, 
that  their  removal  leaves  us  doubly  sensible  of  the 
great  change  which  has  come  upon  us.  May  we, 
their  survivors,  long  cherish  their  memories  and 
strive  to  cultivate  their  virtues." 


'ifOHN  B.  TOMKINS,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 
^^^  tion  26,  Decatur  Township,  Van  Buren 
^^/y  County,  was  born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa., 
on  the  80tli  of  June,  1853,  but  has  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  in  this  community.  Ills  parents  were 
John  and  Rebecca  Tom  kins.  His  father  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  June  18,  1813,  and  his  ancestors 
for  several  generations  past  have  resided  in  that 
State.  With  his  parents  he  removed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  family  locating  in  Bradford  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  carried  on 
a  sawmill.  He  first  came  to  Michigan  in  1840,  and 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Hamilton  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County.  Only  a  few  acres  had 
been  cleared  and  the  arduous  task  of  its  develop- 
ment fell  to  his  lot.  As  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased, he  added  to  his  possessions  from  time  to 
time  until  he  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
but  after  a  few  years'  residence  in  Hamilton  Town- 
ship, he  removed  with  his  family  to  Decatur 
Township,  locating  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres  which 
he  made  his  home  for  about  twelve  years.  His  next 
place  of  residence  was  in  Hancock  County,  Iowa, 
but  after  a  few  months  spent  there,  he  traded  that 
farm  for  land  adjoining — that  which  he  owned  be- 
fore his  removal  from  Michigan.  Another  trade 
he  made,  exchanging  forty  acres  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Kalamazoo  County,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  for  two  years,  afterward 
operating  the  farm  a  mile  and  three-quarters  north 
of  Decatur,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  7th  of  June,  1886. 
Mr.  Tomkins  was  twice  married.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  he  married  Rebecca  Barnum,  a  na- 
tive of  Bradford  County,  Pa.     By  the  first  union 


were  born  eight  children,  by  the  second  three,  and 
all  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  but  only  six 
are  now  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  He 
was  only  a  year  and  a  half  old  when  his  father  first 
came  to  Michigan,  and  amid  the  wild  scenes  of 
frontier  life  was  reared  to  manhood,  his  education 
being  acquired  in  the  district  schools.  He  worked 
upon  his  father's  farm  until  after  his  death,  and 
cared  for  his  parents  in  their  declining  years.  He 
continued  to  operate  the  old  homestead  farm  un- 
til the  18th  of  February,  1891,  when  the  house  was 
burned  down.  He  then  sold  the  land  and  removed 
to  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home — a  forty-acre 
tract  of  highly  cultivated  land  on  section  26,  De- 
catur Township. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1874,  Mr.  Tomkins  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Secord,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  three  children:  Lottie, 
born  July  3,  1876;  Harry,  September  3,  1878,  and 
Johnnie,  September  12,  1886.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Decatur,  and 
give  liberally  to  its  support.  Mr.  Tomkins  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  Sunday-school  and  church 
work  and  has  done  much  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  church,  thus  increasing  its  powers  of  useful- 
ness. Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
society.  To  farming  and  stock-raising,  he  devotes 
his  attention  and  is  making  a  specialty  of  the  rais- 
ing of  good  horses.  He  is  recognized  as  a  leading 
agriculturist  of  the  neighborhood,  a  practical  and 
progressive  farmer  and  a  valued  citizen. 


^^I<^ 


J^ 


^  OHK  M.  LAY,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Gales- 
burgh,  was  born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
February  18,  1815.  His  father,  Daniel,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  when  a  young 
man  came  to  the  Empire  State,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  Brown.  The  young  couple  then  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  in  Chenango  County,  removing 
later  to  Steuben  County  and  afterward  to  Ni- 
agara County,  the  same  State. 

In  1835,  Mr.  Lay,  Sr.,  accompanied  by  his  fam- 
ily, came  to  Michigan,  where  he  settled  in  Kala- 
mazoo County  and  a  few  years  later  moved  to 
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Calhoun  Coiiiity  and  there  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  The  motlier  survived  him  a 
few  years,  passing  away  wlien  eighty-one.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  seven  now 
survive,  namely:  Charles;  John  M.,  of  this  sketch; 
Hulda,  widow  of  Alex.  P^armer,  of  Battle  Creek; 
William;  Darius  W.;  Adaline,  who  became  the  wife 
of  R.  Turner;  and  Darwin.  Mrs.  Louise  Dimond  is 
deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  accompanied  his  parents  in  their 
various  removals,  remaining  with  them  until  lie 
was  of  age.  His  schooling  w\as  completed  in  Ni- 
agara County,  N.  Y.,  after  which  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  came  to  Com- 
stock  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  in  1837,  and 
worked  at  his  trade,  assisting  in  building  the  first 
sawmills  in  the  county.  He  erected  other  struc- 
tures, and  assisted  in  putting  in  the  gearing  in  the 
first  gristmill  in  Comstock. 

After  continuing  as  a  carpenter  for  six  years  in 
Comstock  Township,  Mr.  Lay  embarked  in  the  dr}^- 
goods  business  in  the  village  of  Galesburgh  and  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  a  large  trade  for  four  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  was  for  seven  j^ears  in  the  drug 
business.  He  was  married,  June  21,  1840,  to  Sophia 
Beck  with,  who  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
September  22,  1818,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  Alexis  M.,  who  was  born 
October  26,  1844,  and  resides  in  New  York  City; 
Rosa  A.,  born  November  17,  1842,  married  E.  G, 
Curtis,  of  Chicago,  and  died  in  California,  Ma}'  9, 
1890,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  G.,  who  now  resides 
with  his  grandfather;  William  F.,  who  was  born 
April  29,  1847,  is  now  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Lay 
was  deeply  bereaved,  February  26,  1889,  by  the 
death  of  his  devoted  wife,  whose  mortal  remains 
lie  buried  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 

For  more  than  twenty  years,  Mr.  Lay  has  been 
retired  from  active  business,  but  he  still  takes  great 
interest  in  all  affairs  of  importance  and  is  a  public- 
spirited  man.  Until  the  nomination  of  John  C. 
Fremont  to  the  Presidency,  he  was  a  Deniocrat, 
but  since  that  time  he  has  been  a  Republican.  He 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Comstock  Township, 
also  Assessor  and  Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  has 


held  the  various  S(*hool  otiices.  He  was  appointed 
Major  of  the  militia  under  Gov.  Bingham  in  this 
State  during  the  Rebellion.  At  various  times  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  Village  Board  and 
has  promoted  the  interests  of  the  place  m  every 
way  possible.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Gales- 
burgh Lodge,  No.  92,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Lay 
moved  to  Chicago  in  1869,  and  was  one  of  the  suf- 
ferers in  the  great  fire,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Galesburgh. 


AMUEL  BIGELOW.  A  eonsi)icuous  posi- 
tion among  the  farmers  of  A^an  Buren 
County  is  held  by  this  gentleman,  who 
has  gained  influence  and  standing  by  years 
of  well-directed  efforts,  and  an  intelligent  appre- 
ciation of  the  duties  of  citizenship.  He  occupies 
a  valuable  estate  in  ArUngton  Township,  where  he 
has  placed  improvements  that  make  the  place  one 
of  the  best  in  the  community.  The  pleasant  ap- 
pearance of  the  residence  without  is  but  an  index 
to  the  comfort  that  rules  within,  and  without  mak- 
ing any  pretensions  to  elegance,  the  dwelling  at- 
tracts the  admiration  of  every  passer-by.  There 
are  few  citizens  now  surviving  who  have  resided 
in  this  county  for  a  longer  period  than  Mr.  Bige- 
low,  and  his  upright  life  will  cause  him  to  be  lov- 
ingly remembered,  long  after  he  shall  have  ex- 
changed the  things  of  time  for  those  of  the  eternal 
world. 

Avon,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  birth- 
place of  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  April  20,  1827,  the  date 
thereof.  His  father,  Calvin,  was  born  in  Connect- 
icut in  1786,  and  his  mother,  Sarah  (Hall)  Bige- 
low, was  likewise  a  native  of  Connecticut.  The 
parents  reared  eleven  children  out  of  a  family  of 
thirteen  born  to  them.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  Joseph,  whose  native  place  was  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  who  was  probably  descended 
from  P^nglish  ancestors.  Our  subject  resided  in 
Livingston  Count}'  until  the  fall  of  1845,  when  he 
came  to  Van  Buren  County,  and  has  since  made 
his  home  in  Arlington  Township. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Bigelow  was  married  to  Miss  Eunice, 
daughter  of  George  and  Eunice  (Harvey)  Meaeham, 
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and  a  lady  of  refined  tastes  and  great  kindness  of 
heart.  The  farm  which  Mr.  Bigelow  still  occu- 
X^ies  was  purchased  by  him  in  1848,  when  it  was 
covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  forest  trees,  and 
surrounded  by  uncultivated  tracts  of  land.  Grad- 
ually he  developed  and  improved  the  place,  erect- 
ing good  buildings  as  occasion  offered  and  replac- 
ing the  forests  with  cultivated  fields.  His  family 
consisted  of  his  wife  and  six  children,  whose 
lecords  are  as  follows:  Eva,  the  wife  of  Alexander 
Phillips;  tJerome,  a  resident  of  Bangor;  Nellie, 
now  the  wife  of  Martin  Bigelow;  Herbert;  Eunice, 
who  married  D.  Talbot;  and  Jane. 

Until  1876,  Mr.  Bigelow  devoted  his  energies  ex- 
clusively to  farming,  but  at  that  time  he  began 
breeding  blooded  stock.  He  purchased  the  horse 
well  known  as  "Robert  Whale3^,"and  has  since  added 
to  his  stock  until  he  now  has  a  fine  stock  farm. 
His  political  belief  brings  him  into  aflflliation  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  his  first  vote  was  cast 
for  Gen.  Cass  in  1848.  As  a  representative  and 
pioneer  citizen  of  Van  Buren  County,  he  well  mer- 
its having  his  name  perpetuated  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Record,  and  as  long  as  there  will  ex- 
ist in  this  county  a  love  for  those  who  have 
developed  its  resources,  so  long  will  the  account  of 
his  life  work  be  read  with  pleasure  by  generations 
yet,  to  come. 


•^^ 


l^^ 


?RANK  FREEMAN  is  a  resident  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  15,  Pine  Grove 
Township.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Freeman 
and  Julia  (Muloany)  Freeman,  the  father  a  native 
of  New  York  and  the  mother  of  Ireland  who  came 
to  New  York  when  quite  young.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  New  York  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1856, 
settling  in  Prairieville,  Barry  County,  where  he 
worked  for  others.  He  then  went  to  Kalamazoo 
Count}'^  and  settled  on  a  partly  improved  farm  and 
lived  there  ten  years.  In  1865,  he  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  this  county  and  settled  upon  a  farm  of 
wild  land  consisting  of  eighty  acres.  Here  he  lived 
twelve  years  and  then  went  to  Kansas  and  located 
in  Crawford  County  three  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  he  again  came  to  Michigan  and 


operated  his  farm  in  Kalamazoo  County  on  which 
he  resided  until  about  three  3^ ears  ago,  since  when 
he  has  lived  in  the  city  of  Kalamazoo.  His  good 
wife  and  helpmate  died  in  1869.  She  bore  her 
husband  five  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest 
born. 

The  birth  of  Frank  Freeman  took  place  in  Lewis 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  10, 1848,  and  became  to  Michi- 
gan with  his  parents  when  a  mere  lad.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education,  and  when  fifteen  years 
old  had  a  great  desire  to  become  a  soldier,  so  en- 
listed in  April,  1864,  in  Company  F,  Eighth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  and  Joined  his  regiment  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  in  the  late  war.  He  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Franklin  under  Gen.  Thomas,  and  also  in 
a  number  of  skirmishes.  He  was  never  off  duty 
and  served  with  his  regiment  until  September, 
1865,  being  engaged  in  hunting  down  guerrillas 
from  the  previous  April. 

After  being  honorabl}^  discharged  from  the  army, 
our  subject  returned  home  and  took  charge  of  the 
farm.  He  now  has  eighty  acres  of  land,  fifty-five 
of  which  are  all  cleared  and  in  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation and  he  carries  on  mixed  farming  successfully. 
His  horses  are  splendid  roadsters  and  of  the  "Mor- 
gan Messenger''  breed. 

Mr.  Freeman  was  married  in  January,  1869,  to 
Amanda  A.  Tower,  a  native  of  Ohio.  She  bore  her 
husband  five  children:  Albert,  Grace, Pearl,  Edith 
and  Leo.  The  older  children  have  good  educations 
and  Miss  Grace  is  a  teacher.  The  beloved  wife 
and  mother  was  called  to  the  better  land,  April  17, 
1891,  aged  forty-two  years.  Mrs.  Freeman  when  a 
babe  lost  her  mother  and  was  taken  to  Illinois,  and 
lived  there  until  eighteen  years  old  when  she  came 
to  Michigan.  Mr.  Freeman  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post  at  Kendall  and 
is  the  Treasurer  of  the  same.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Goble  and 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  of  Kendall,  and  is 
Treasurer  of  the  School  Board  of  district  No.  8. 
In  politics,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party 
and  has  been  a  believer  of  that  platform  all  his 
life.  He  lives  on  his  farm  with  three  of  his  chil- 
dren who  are  his  consolation  and  joy.  He  is  held 
in  the  highest  repute  by  all  his  neighbors  and 
friends. 


(N^  ^  5  ^cUay^^^^' 
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ON.     TIIEODATUS    TIMOTHY    LYON, 

Vice-president  of  the  American  Horticul- 
tural Society,  and  President  of  the  Michi- 
gan State  Horticultural  Society,  was  born 
January  13,  1813,  in  Lima,  N.  Y.  He  comes  of 
sturdy  pioneer  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  Thomas 
Lyon,  being  a  farmer  of  Connecticut,  while  his 
father,  Timothy,  emigrated  at  an  early  day 
from  that  State  to  Western  Massachusetts,  and 
in  the  early  settlement  of  the  "Genesee  Country" 
settled  at  Lima.  Timothy  Lyon  owned  and  oper- 
ated a  farm,  but  devoted  his  attention  mostly  to 
architecture  and  millwrighting.  He  married  Miss 
Mary,  the  daughter  of  Jonah  Davis,  a  farmer 
who  early  emigrated  to  Lima  from  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y. 

Four  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject:  Theodatus  T.,  of  this  sketch;  Marinda 
O.,  who  married  Matthew  Lochhead,  and  resides  at 
South  Haven;  Oscar,  deceased;  and  Phidelia,  the 
wife  of  W.  H.  Craig,  of  Buena  Vista,  Colo.  The 
parents  died  in  Plymouth,  Wayne  County,  Mich. 
From  the  age  of  about  twelve  years  our  subject 
devoted  his  summers  partly  to  farming  and 
partly  to  mechanical  work,  having  developed  a 
considerable  liking  for  machinery.  Aside  from 
such  employments  his  time  was  passed  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  with  a  few  terms  in  a  select  village 
school.  In  the  spring  of  1828  his  school  privi- 
leges were  brought  to  a  permanent  close  by  his  re- 
moval, with  his  father,  to  the  then  remote  and 
wild  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Lyon  well  remembers  hearing  the  report  of 
the  cannon  used  to  telegraph  from  Buffalo  to  Al- 
bany the  fact  that  the  water  had  been  admitted 
into  the  western  end  of  Erie  Canal.  This  was 
about  1826,  and  the  ceremonies  were  signalized  by 
the  presence  of  Gen.  La  Fayette,  then  on  his  last 
visit  to  this  country.  About  this  time,  visiting 
the  orchard  of  a  neighbor,  Mr.  Lyon  found  him  in 
the  top  of  an  apple  tree,  Inserting  buds  in  the 
smaller  branches.  He  watched  the  process  with 
the  closest  attention,  and  on  his  return  home,  pro- 
cured and  sharpened  a  case  knife  (the  best  imple- 
ment available  for  the  purpose).  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  cut  buds  from  his  favorite  apple  tree 
and  insert  them  in  other  trees  in  the  orchard,  as 
12 


an  earnest  of   his   first  lesson  in  practical  pomol- 
ogy. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Lyon  to  Michigan,  which 
was  made  in  May,  1828,  was  by  way  of  the  then 
new  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Detroit  via 
Lake  Erie.  At  that  time,  the  first  steamer  upon 
the  lake,  "Walk-in-the- Water,"  had  been  recently 
wrecked,  and  the  only  steamers  remaining  were 
the  "Henry  Clay''  and  the  "Michigan,''  each  mak- 
ing weekly  trips  between  Buffalo  and  Detroit. 
The  latter  was  then  a  small,  remote, frontier  town; 
its  chief  vehicles,  one-horse  carts,  often  without 
tires  on  the  wheels,  while  the  inhabitants  were 
largely  French-Canadian.  In  traveling  to  Ply- 
mouth, then  but  three  years  settled,  the  family 
passed  the  Bucklin  Woods,  three  miles  without  a 
clearing;  also  the  Schwartzburg  Woods,  four 
miles  of  continuous  forest.  The  first  frame  resi- 
dence in  Plymouth,  that  of  John  Tibbits,  was 
raised  the  summer  after  the  arrival  of  the  Lyon 
family. 

The  first  year  Mr.  Lyon  spent  in  Michigan  was 
employed  in  tending  a  small  country  store,  estab- 
lished and  managed  by  his  father  at  Plymouth. 
His  employment  was  afterward  for  a  time  diversi- 
fied by  carrying  the  mail  on  horseback,  the  route 
extending  from  Tecumseh  to  Maumee,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  Pontiac  on  the  other,  with  a  weekly  trip 
to  Monroe,  then  little  more  than  a  French  village. 
In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  his  father,  our 
subject  spent  the  greater  portion  of  the  years 
1830-31  in  an  effort  to  acquaint  himself  with  the 
business  of  manufacturing  leather,  at  an  establish- 
ment owned  and  managed  by  Phineas  Davis,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Detroit.  But  the  business 
proved  too  uncongenial  and  was  abandoned. 

In  the  meantime,  his  father  having  embarked  in 
the  business  of  milling,  Mr.  Lyon  was  supplied 
with  employment  until  the  summer  of  1834.  He 
then  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Lima,  N.  Y., 
where  he  taught  a  district  school  two  winters  and, 
during  the  one  summer  spent  there,  devoted  about 
six  weeks  to  study  under  the  instruction  of  a 
former  teacher.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
ceived his  final  "graduation,"  so  far  as  school  priv- 
ileges were  concerned,  although,  even  at  his 
present  advanced  age,  he  has  not  ceased  to  be  a 
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student.  In  obedience  to  the  earnest  wish  of  his 
parents,  he,  in  the  spring  of  1836,  concluded  quite 
reluctantly  to  forego  his  purpose  of  pursuing  a 
course  of  study,  and  returning  to  Michigan,  re- 
sumed the  mercantile  business.  He  also  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  and  finally  commenced 
to  operate  as  a  farmer  and  manufacturer  of  lumber, 
occasionally  filling  the  positions  of  Township 
Clerk  and  School  Inspector. 

December  6,  1838,  Mr.  Lyon  was  married  to  Miss 
Marilla,  daughter  of  William  II.  Gregory,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Plymouth  and  at  one  time  member 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State.  After  a  long  ill- 
ness, during  which  she  patiently  bore  great  suffer- 
ing, Mrs.  Lyon  died  in  March,  1891,  leaving  her 
bereaved  husband  and  a  large  circle  of  friends  to 
mourn  her  loss.  A  few  years  after  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Lyon  removed  to  the  Wayne  County  Poor 
House,  where  he  spent  one  year  in  charge  of  the 
establishment  as  Superintendent  and  farmer.  The 
number  of  inmates  increased  during  the  winter  to 
above  eighty,  and  the  accommodations  consisted  of 
a  double  log  house,  formerly  a  "tavern,"  with  a 
small  frame  addition  answering  as  a  kitchen.  The 
Whig  party  having  lost  control  of  the  appointing 
board,  Mr.  Lyon  was  superseded  at  the  close  of 
the  year  1842,  and    then    returned  to  Plymouth. 

About  1844  Mr.  Lyon  commenced  a  small  nur- 
sery at  Plymouth,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  grow- 
ing a  supply  of  trees  for  his  own  planting.  He 
collected  the  varieties  for  the  nursery  from  the 
surrounding  orchards,  accepting  the  names  by 
which  thej^  were  commonly  known.  He  soon 
learned  that  he  had  in  so  doing  incorrect  and  local 
names  for  many  varieties,  and  in  some  cases  the 
same  fruit  under  a  variety  of  names.  This  put 
him  upon  the  work  of  correction  and  identification, 
in  which  labor  he  derived  much  aid  and  encour- 
agement from  Jabez  Warner,  then  of  Plymouth, 
and  for  many  years  the  champion  "grafter,"  as  well 
as  the  conservator  of  varieties  of  fruits  in  a  large 
number  of  the  orchards  of  that  region.  He  also 
received  aid  from  Thomas  Thomas,  an  enthusiastic 
fruit-grower  of  Salem,  Washtenaw  County. 

Such  a  work  is  very  likely  to  grow  upon  a  person, 
and  the  case  of  Mr.  Lyon  proved  no  exception  to 
the  rule.     He  soon   saw   the   need   of   a   broader 


'  knowledge;  and  amid  the  toil  and  care  of  business, 
entered  upon  the  study  of  the  limited  pomology  of 
thirty  years  ago.  A  series  of  articles  in  the  Michi- 
gan Farmer^  describing  the  apples  known  and  valued 
in  Wayne  Countj^  and  vicinity,  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  Charles  Downing,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and 
made  Mr.  Lj^on  acquainted  with  him.  From  his 
trial  grounds  at  Newburg,  our  subject  was  enabled 
to  obtain  numerous  varieties  of  new  and  compara- 
tively untested  fruits,  and  having  a  decided  pen- 
chant that  way,  and  his  recently-planted  orchard 
being  in  a  condition  for  that  purpose,  he  indulged 
extensively  in  testing  novelties  as  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal and  public  satisfaction,  but  with  little  regard 
to  the  question  of  profit.  The  test  orchards  of 
Plymouth  are  the  outcome  of  those  experiments. 

From  1861  until  1865,  under  a  Republican 
County  administration,  Mr.  Lyon  held  the  position 
of  member  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents of  the  Poor  of  Wayne  County;  and 
quite  to  his  surprise  was  continued  a  year  in  the 
place  by  the  succeeding  Board  of  Democratic 
County  Auditors.  His  associates  were  Alanson 
Sheley,  of  Detroit,  and  S.  W.  Walker,  of  Wajme. 
Under  that  administration,  the  first  adequate  sup- 
ply of  good  water  was  secured  for  the  establish- 
ment, important  improvements  of  the  farm  Were 
devised,  the  entire  buildings  throughly  renovated, 
and  the  present  keeper's  residence  built.  Those 
undertakings,  together  with  the  keeping  of  the 
books  of  the  establishment,  compelled  Mr.  Lyon  to 
devote  to  it  a  very  considerable  portion  of  his 
time  for  several  years. 

June  17,  1864,  the  Detroit  k  Howell  Railroad 
Company  was  organized  with  Mr.  Lyon  as  Presi- 
dent; this  was  followed  April  13,  1867,  by  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Howell  &  Lansing  Railroad  Com- 
pany, both  being  parts  of  the  same  line.  Mr.  Lyon 
was  chosen  President  of  the  latter  company.  He 
held  that  position  until,  in  1871-72,  the  road  was 
turned  over  to  an  association  of  Boston  citizens, 
represented  by  James  F.  Joy,  of  Detroit.  During 
the  six  years  devoted  to  this  work,  our  subject  had 
to  secure  nearly  the  whole  of  the  large  amount  of 
pledges  along  the  line,  both  by  individuals  and 
townships,  together  with  the  entire  "right  of 
way,''  except  a  $mall  portion  near  Detroit.     As  a 
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consequence,  his  attention  was  diverted  from  the 
subject  of  pomology  and  the  care  of  his  orchards 
was  largely  delegated  to  other  hands.  Partially 
on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  wife's  parents, 
and  their  final  death,  Mr.  Lyon  removed  to  the 
village  of  Plymouth. 

On  the  completion  and  opening  of  the  Detroit 
&  Lansing  Railroad  and  its  consolidation  with  the 
line  to  Ionia,  Mr.  Lyon's  connection  with  it  ceased, 
leaving  him  without  special  employment.  At  this 
juncture  strong  inducements  were  offered  him  to 
remove  to  Western  Michigan  and  resume  his 
former  pursuits,  which  he  did  in  1874,  becoming 
associated  with  the  Michigan  Lake  Shore  Nursery 
Association  as  its  President.  That  enterprise  was 
inaugurated  at  an  inauspicious  time;  and,  as  aeon- 
sequence  of  the  subsequent  shrinkage  of  values, 
together  with  the  failure  of  a  large  number  of 
subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  to  fulfill  their  en- 
gagements, it  was  thought  best  to  dissolve  the  cor- 
porate organization.  The  nursery  is  now  con- 
ducted under  private  auspices. 

In  December,  1876,  Mr.  Lyon  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Michigan  State  Pomological  Society, 
now  the  Michigan  Horticultural  Society,  to  which 
position  he  has  been  annually  re-elected  up  to  the 
present  time  (1891).  For  two  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Agri- 
cultural Society,  and  at  three  different  times  dele- 
gate of  that  society  to  the  sessions  of  the  American 
Pomological  Society,  besides  being  a  representa- 
tive of  our  State  Pomological  Society  to  a  meet- 
ing of  that  society,  held  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  These 
and  varied  minor  positions  of  similar  character,  to- 
gether with  the  supplying  of  occasional  matter 
for  the  press,  have  conspired  to  entail  upon  him  a 
voluminous  correspondence,  drawing  largely  upon 
his  time  and  energies,  with  but  little  direct  advan- 
tage to  himself.  In  1889,  he  closed  out  his  nursery 
business  to  take  charge  of  the  South  Haven  sub- 
experiment  station  under  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, and  agent  of  the  National  Division  of  Pom- 
ology, which  is  under  control  of  the  National  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  tests  various  varieties  of 
fruits,  insects  and  bugs.  Mr.  Lyon  was  for  four 
years  First  Vice-president  of  the  American  Pomo- 
logical Society.     In  1888^,   he  wrote  a  history   of 


"Horticulture  in  Michigan,''  which  is  published  in 
the  reports  of  the  society;  he  has  also  been  a  fre- 
quent contributor  to  journals  and  magazines, 
among  them  the  Rural  New  Yorker  and  TheMicJii- 
gan  Farmer, 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Lyon  accompanies 
his  biographical  notice. 

^AMES  M.  McALPINE.     In   the    career   of 
I  I    this  gentleman,    who    has  for   many  years 

dj  been  a  successful  farmer  in  Allegan  County, 
^^^  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  Monterey 
Centre,  where  he  has  ten  acres  of  fine  property, 
may  be  found  an  illustration  of  the  M^orth  of  good 
principles  and  habits  of  industry  and  prudence. 
He  had  not  inherited  the  wealth  that  falls  to  some 
men,  but  has  fought  his  way  through  life,  provided 
only  with  the  advantages  that  a  beneficent  Nature 
has  granted  him.  In  addition  to  the  property 
mentioned  above,  Mr.  McAlpine  is  the  proprietor 
of  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Monterey 
Township,  which  bears  excellent  improvements 
and  nets  him  a  handsome  income. 

James  McAlpine  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Lydia  (Souls)  McAlpine,  natives  of 
New  York.  The  father  being  a  farmer,  young 
James  was  reared  to  that  calling  and  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  only  until  reaching  his 
eleventh  year,  when,  ambitious  to  begin  life  for 
himself,  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1841  he 
was  happily  married  to  Miss  Lucy  D.  M.,  daughter 
of  Noble  Granger,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York 
and  a  pioneer  of  Allegan  County,  this  State. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  rented  a  piece  of 
land  which  he  farmed  four  years,  then  deciding  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  the  new  State  of  Michigan,  he 
came  hither  in  October,  1845.  On  landing  here 
his  possessions  consisted  of  a  wife,  one  child  and 
130  in  money.  His  persistent  industry  has  been 
rewarded  and  he  is  now  enabled  to  pass  his  declin- 
ing 3'ears  in  peace  and  quiet,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  early  struggles. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAlpine  were  born  a  family 
of  three  children:  Martin  Van  Bureu ,  who  married 
Ellen  Kibby  and  is  residing  in   Monterey  Town- 
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ship,  Allegan  County,  for  a  fuller  sketch  of 
whom  the  reader  is  referred  to  his  biography  to  be 
found  on  another  page;  Willie  died  at  the  inter- 
esting age  of  four  years,  and  Lizzie,  now  Mrs. 
Knoblock,  resides  in  Monterey  Township. 

Coming  here  at  such  an  early  day,  our  subject 
has  been  an  ej^e-witness  to  the  wonderful  develop- 
ment of  this  section  of  country  and  by  his  thrift 
and  energy  has  done  no  little  helping  to  bring 
about  the  transformation.  He  is  now  living  on  a 
beautiful  tract  of  ten  acres  in  Monterey  Centre, 
which  homestead  adds  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the 
surrounding  landscape.  His  father  was  born  in 
1792  and  died  in  1867.  His  mother,  who  was  born 
in  1790,  passed  away  in  1869.  Mr.  McAlpine  is  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics  and  has  been  honored 
with  all  the  various  offices  within  the  gift  of  the 
people,  having  served  for  many  years  as  Super- 
visor and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  We  are  very  much 
pleased  to  be  able  to  present  to  our  readers  a  sketch 
of  Mr.  McAlpine,  who  is  widely  known  and  greatly 
respected  throughout  Allegan  County  where  he  has 
resided  for  so  many  years. 


'jf?  EVI  LOOMIS.  This  old  pioneer  of  Allegan 
I  (?^  County  is  at  present  residing  on  section  11, 
ji'-^\  Ganges  Township.  He  was  born  in  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  September  16,  1810,  and  was 
the  son  of  Josiah  and  Rebecca  S.  Loom  is.  The 
father  was  born  in  Blanford,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
reared  upon  a  farm.  He  received  a  limited  edu- 
cation and,  when  attaining  his  majority,  married 
Rebecca  Sheen,  also  of  Connecticut. 

After  their  marriage,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
moved  to  New  York,  where  they  bought  a  farm  in 
Hamilton  County,  upon  which  they  resided  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  To  them  were  born  five 
children,  of  whom  Levi  is  the  only  member  living. 
The}'-  bore  the  names  of  William  S.,  Lyman ;  Emily, 
now  Mrs.  William  G.  Butler;  our  subject  and 
Josiah  J.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Loomis  died  when  our 
subject  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  and  his  father 
was  married  a  second  time,  to  Polly  Newton,  and 
to  them   was  born  a  daughter,  Harriet,     The  sen* 


ior  Mr.  Loomis  fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
voted  the  Whig  ticket.  His  father,  Alexander 
Loomis,  took  up  arms  against  the  Mother  Country 
during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Levi  Loomis  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  and 
attended  school  until  reaching  his  twelfth  year, 
when,  his  mother  dying,  he  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources.  His  first  work  on  his  own  account 
was  for  a  Dr.  Foote,  with  whom  he  remained  two 
years  and  then  spent  the  same  length  of  time  on  a 
farm.  Later,  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  and  after 
making  a  short  stay  there,  emigrated  to  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  and  continued  to  work  thus  for  five  years. 
Ill  1835,  he  came  West  to  Michigan,  and  for  five 
years  worked  at  his  trade  in  different  parts  of 
Allegan  Countj^  Mr.  Loomis  erected  the  first 
sawmill  on  Pine  Creek,  and  in  1840  located  on  his 
present  farm  on  section  11,  Ganges  Township,  Al- 
legan County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  1837 
to  Miss  Sally  A.  Skinner,  who  was  born  July  16, 
1808,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Skinner.  To 
them  were  born  seven  children:  Marion  D.; 
Charles  L.,  deceased;  Flora  L.,  now  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Goodrich;  Ida  T.,  Mrs.  D.  French;  Effle  L.,  deceased, 
who  t\^as  the  wife  of  Frank  Raymond;  Bertrand, 
who  died  while  in  the  army;  and  Charley. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  the  second  settler  in  Ganges 
Township,  coming  hither  with  teams.  As  there 
were  no  boats  on  the  river  he  was  obliged  to 
build  a  raft,  on  which  he  placed  his  family  and 
floated  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  River. 
On  locating  on  the  eighty  acres  of  timber  land, 
which  our  subject  had  purchased,  he  immediately 
set  about  the  erection  of  a  house  for  his  family, 
which  "shanty"  was  32x16  feet  in  dimensions. 
Mr.  Loomis  has  been  very  successful  in  his  under- 
takings, and  although  he  started  in  life  $140  in 
debt,  he  now  is  the  proud  possessor  of  three 
hundred  acres  of  excellent  land,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and 
sixty  acres  in  fruit.  In  those  early  days,  when 
markets  were  far  distant,  our  subject  kept  his  fam- 
ily supplied  with  choice  meats,  as  he  was  a  good 
huntsman  and  game  was  plentiful.  He  often  car- 
ried provisions  from  Kalamazoo,  forty-five  miles 
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distant.  His  good  wife,  who  departed  this  life 
March  3,  1889,  was  a  very  capable  woman  and 
noted  for  her  skill  as  a  housewife  and  caretaker. 
To  her  economy  and  good  judgment  our  subject 
gives  all  due  praise  for  his  present  success  in  life, 
as  she  proved  a  helpmate  in  the  truest  sense  of 
that  term. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Loomis  is  a  Republican.  He  was 
formerly  a  Whig,  and  cast  the  only  Whig  vote 
polled  in  the  village  of  St.  Joseph  in  1835.  He 
has  been  active  in  local  affairs  and  helped  to  or- 
ganize Ganges  Township  and  all  the  school  dis- 
tricts. He  also  aided  in  the  building  of  the  first 
schoolhouse  in  the  township,  and  hired  and  paid 
the  first  teacher.  He,  with  the  assistance  of  his  es- 
timable wife,  made  out  the  first  tax-roll  of  what  are 
now  Lee,  Casco,  Ganges,  Manlius,  Lake,  and  Sauga- 
tuck  Townships.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  four  years,  was  Township  Clerk 
for  the  same  length  of  time  and  has  been  honored 
with  nearly  all  the  local  offices.  In  religious  mat- 
ters, he  is  a  conscientious  Baptist. 


ORTIMER  Mc  DOWELL  is  the  owner  of 
i|\  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
1^  sections  13  and  18,  Casco  Township,  Alle- 
gan County.  His  entire  tract  is  under 
most  excellent  cultivation,  and  in  addition  to 
raising  the  cereals  he  has  forty  acres  of  sugar  bush 
and  a  like  amount  in  fruit.  He  has  made  as  high 
as  eighteen  hundred  pounds  of  sugar  from  his 
bush  in  one  year.  Mr.  McDowell  is  greatly 
respected  in  this  locality  and  ranks  among  the 
prominent  and  well-to-do  agi'iculturists  of  Allegan 
County. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1830,  and  was  the  son  of  Timothy  and  Emeline 
McDowell.  The  father  was  born  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1801,  where  he  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  was  entirely  a  self-made  man, 
as  all  his  schooling  was  received  before  he  reached 
his  eighth  year.  He  remained  at  home  until  attain- 
ing mature  years  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
was  married  to  our  subject's  mother,  who  bore 
the  name   of  Emeline,    daughter   of   Joshua  and 


Susan  (Burnam)  Reynolds.  Mrs.  McDowell  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  born  in  1807.  The  young 
couple  made  their  home  on  the  old  farm  for  two 
years.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
pioneers  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  helped 
raise  the  first  house  in  Lockport.  When  moving 
to  New  York  they  passed  through  what  is  now 
the  site  of  Rochester,  that  city  being  calledln  that 
early  day  Corset  Corners. 

Timothy  McDowell  purchased  a  tract  of  unim- 
proved land  within  six  miles  of  Lockport,'  upon 
which  he  resided  for  a  few  years.  He  later  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Chautauqua  County, where 
he  made  his  home  for  eleven  years.  In  1845  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  once  in  Casco 
Township,  near  where  our  subject  now  lives,  he 
being  the  first  settler  in  that  region.  His  farm 
included  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  unim- 
proved land.  The  trip  hither  was  made  overland 
with  ox-teams  and  in  that  early  day  the  postoffice 
was  at  Saugatuck,  where  also  they  obtained  the 
most  of  their  supplies,  although  they  were  com- 
pelled sometimes  to  drive  the  slow  ox-team  to 
Otsego.  Mr.  McDowell  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  was  the  first  Postmaster  of  Casco.  In 
politics,  he  was  in  early  life  a  Democrat,  but  in 
later  years  joined  the  Republican  party.  He  was 
widely  known  throughout  this  section  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  Director  in  the  National 
Bank  at  South  Haven. 

Mortimer  McDowell  of  this  sketch  was  given  a 
good  common-school  education  and  accompanied 
an  uncle  to  Casco  Township,  Allegan  County, 
when  only  fifteen  years  of  age.  They  at  once 
began  the  erection  of  a  cabin,  the  lumber  which 
was  used  in  its  construction  being  rafted  down 
the  lake  ten  miles  by  night.  The  father  and 
family  followed  in  a  few  months  and  located  in 
the  new  home,  which  was  18x26  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  which  was  made  comfortable  for  their  recep- 
tion. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  reaching  his  majority,  in  the  meantime  work- 
ing industriously  in  clearing  the  home  farm.  When 
starting  out  for  himself  he  took  contracts  for 
that  line  of  work  and  has  probably  cleared  over 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  in    Casco   Township. 
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His  marriage  occurred  in  1859,  when  Emily  E., 
daughter  of  Richard  R.  and  Nancy  Hudson,  be- 
came his  wife.  Mrs.  McDowell  was  born  in  Port- 
age County,  Ohio,  which  was  also  the  native  State 
of  her  father;  her  mother  hailed  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. Emily  E.  was  the  youngest  member  of 
her  parents'  family  of  four  children.  Her  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  a  very  old  pioneer  of  Ohio 
and  lived  to  reach  the  good  old  age  of  ninety 
years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDowell  have  been  born  two 
sons:  Arthur,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Munger, 
and  Ernest.  In  politics,  our  subject  is  non-par- 
tisan, always  casting  his  vote  for  the  best  man. 
Together  with  his  wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Township  Grange. 


=^>-^^-<^^-> 


ENRY  OVERHISER.  This  well-to-do  resi- 
dent on  section  35,  Casco  Township,  Alle- 
gan County,  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1885  and  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  Overhiser.  His  father  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  his  birth  occurring  in 
1804.  He  was  there  reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
ceived a  good  common -school  education,  remain- 
ing with  his  parents  until  he  became  of  age.  For 
eleven  successive  winters  he  was  engaged  in  log- 
ging on  the  Chemung  River,  a  distance  of  three 
hundred  miles  from  his  home,  which  journey  he 
made  on  foot. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  when 
quite  young,  the  maiden  name  of  his  mother  being 
Elizabeth  Storms,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Dorcas 
(Ballard)  Storms.  Her  parents  were  of  English 
descent,  natives  of  New  York.  In  1841  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Overhiser  came  West  to  Faj^ette  County,  Ind., 
where  the  father  was  engaged  the  first  winter  in 
cutting  cord-wood  at  twenty-cents  per  cord,  walk- 
ing a  distance  of  six  miles  to  his  work.  He  pur- 
chased a  small  tract  of  land  in  Fayette  County 
and  resided  there  for  the  following  three  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Blackford  County,  also  in 
Indiana,  becoming  the  proprietor  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  school  land.  Being  pioneers 
in  that  locality,  the  hardships  which  they  endured 


have  made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
our  subject,  who  was  one  in  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  twelve  of  whom  grew  to  reach  mature 
years. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  bore  the 
following  names:  Belinda;  John;  Mary,  who  is 
the  wife  of  W.  W.  Johnston;  Elvira,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Johnson;  Martha,  deceased;  Henry;  Lonson;  Anna, 
Mrs.  F.  Bonham;  Charles;  Willard;  Marion;  Sarah, 
Mrs.  D.  D.  Tourtellotte  and  Katurah,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Mills.  George  Overhiser,  our  subject's  father, 
lived  to  see  about  one-third  of  his  farm  improved, 
and  died  in  1862,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the 
land  beyond  in  1860.  He  was  a  son  of  Casper 
and  Ruth  (Beals)  Overhiser,  the  father  being  a 
farmer  of  Holland  descent.  He  was  married 
twice  and  reared  a  family  of  twenty-one  children. 

When  reaching  his  nineteenth  year,  Henry 
Overheiser's  father  gave  him  $1  with  which  to 
commence  life  on  his  own  account.  He  at  once 
began  by  chopping  wood,  which  occupation  he 
followed  only  a  short  time,  when  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which,  together  with  his  farming 
operations,  has  been  his  life  work.  He  came  to 
Allegan  County  in  1860  and  has  made  this  county 
his  abiding  place  since  that  time.  His  first  pur- 
chase of  land  was  on  section  10,  Casco  Township, 
coming  to  his  new  home  with  his  wife,  three 
children  and  their  early  effects  in  a  single  wagon. 
He  was  very  successful  in  his  undertaking  and  in 
a  few  years  was  enabled  to  add  forty  acres  to  his 
original  tract.  Later  he  added  sixt}^  acres  and  now 
has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres.  He  has  erected 
a  beautiful  residence  on  his  estate  and  by  using 
the  best  methods  and  improvements  in  his  opera- 
tions is  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 

In  1855  our  subject  and  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Rhoda  McKee,  were  united  in  marriage 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children:  Lonson, 
Albert;  Olive,  Mrs.  S.  Galbreath;  Ida,  wife  of 
Charles  Osborn;  Grant  deceased;  Charles;  Mary  also 
deceased,  and  Minnie.  Mrs.  Overhiser  died  March 
4,  1884,  and  our  subject  was  a  second  time  married, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs.  Henrietta  (Fisher) 
Wharfield,  the  daughter  of  Henmanand  Catherine 
(Uran)  Fisher,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania.     Mrs.  Overhiser   was  born  in  Kala- 
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mazoo  County,  this  State,  where  her  parents  were 
early  pioneers.  Her  first  husband  was  William 
Gould  and  upon  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Wharfield.  In  political  affairs  our  subject 
has  been  quite  prominent,  having  served  his 
township  as  Tax  Collector  for  ten  consecutive 
years  and  Supervisor  for  two  years.  He  has  also 
represented  his  fellow-townsmen  as  a  delegate  to 
Republican  conventions.  Together  with  his  wife, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and 
is  greatly  respected  in  Casco  Township. 


LFRED  S.  PACKARD,  who  resides  on 
((^'O  section  1,  Covert  Township,  Van  Buren 
tfc  County,  is  numbered  among  the  prom- 
inent business  men  of  Western  Mich- 
igan, and  is  a  large  landowner  of  some  of  the  best 
land  in  the  celebrated  fruit  belt  of  Michigan,  from 
which  are  obtained  the  best  peaches  raised  in 
the  Northwest.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Mary  (Rude)  Packard,  for  whose  history  see  sketch 
of  the  Hon.  W.  O.  Packard  in  another  part  of  this 
volume.  Alfred  S.  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  22,  1834,  and  was  two  years  old 
when  the  family  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  grew 
up  on  a  farm,  assisting  his  father  in  his  various 
duties  there  and  also  in  the  mills.  He  acquired  a 
good  common-school  education  and  taught  school 
for  some  time.  He  removed  to  Allegan  Countjr, 
Mich.,  in  1859  and  was  associated  in  business  with 
his  father  and  brother  until  1877,  when  he  with- 
drew from  the  firm  and  has  since  carried  on  his 
operations  alone.  He  now  owns  two  sawmills,  and 
deals  in  lumber,  wood  and  bark,  both  at  Covert 
and  South  Haven.  He  was  the  owner  at  one  time 
of  twenty-five  hundred  acres  of  land  and  still 
retains  about  fifteen  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Packard  has  been  married  three  times,  his 
first  wife  being  Laura  A.,  daughter  of  Iram  and 
Cynthia  Packard,  to  whom  he  was  united  May  1, 
1859.  She  was  a  native  of  Plainfield,  Mass.,  and 
died  April  10,  1870.  They  were  the  parents  of 
one  son,  who  was  born  April  2,  1870,  and  died 
five  months  later.     On  June  22,  1871,  Mr.    Pack- 


ard was  married  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Nelson 
T.  and  Emily  C.  Burnham,  a  native  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  who  was  born  April  28,  1846,  and 
removed  with  her  parents  to  Ohio,  where  she 
resided  until  her  marriage.  She  died  in  the  spring 
of  1881,  leaving  no  children.  The  present  wife  of 
Mr.  Packard  was  Clara  O.  Atkinson,  to  whom  he 
was  united  May  2,  1882.  Mr.  Packard  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  partj^,  but  takes  little  interest 
in  political  affairs,  except  to  vote  for  the  best  men 
on  the  ticket.  He  is  an  active  and  earnest  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
Deacon  and  is  also  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
church  at  Covert  and  is  numbered  among  its  most 
liberal  supporters.  He  stands  high  in  the  regard 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  Mr.  Packard  is  engaged 
also  in  growing  and  shipping  choice  peaches, 
having  three  large  orchards  of  one  thousand  trees 
each,  containing  twenty-five  varieties  of  this  fruit, 
which  is  shipped  direct  from  the  trees,  carefully 
graded  and  packed,  to  Chicago  and  other  large 
markets.  He  also  owns  six  hundred  and  eighty 
acres   in  the  counties  of  Charlevoix  and   Mecosta. 


-^ 


J  Allium  MAK 
)  the  cultivatic 
Cheshire  Tot\ 


^I^ARIUS  MARBLE  gives  his  attention  to 
Lvation  of  his  farm  on  section  24, 
'ownship,  Allegan  County.  He 
was  born  m  Dunham  Township,  Canada 
East,  November  13,  1830.  He  is  the  son  of  Sid- 
ney Marble,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  was  taken 
to  Vermont  when  four  years  of  age,  and  in  1810 
went  to  Canada.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
born  in  1790.  The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's 
mother  was  Parmelia  Harvey,  and  she  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  1795,  and  accompanied  her  parents  on 
their  removal  to  the  Dominion  when  young.  Her 
father  was  Samuel  Harvey.  Grandfather  Marble 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  parents  of  Darius  Marble  were  married  in 
Canada  in  1815,  and  on  coming  to  New  York 
State  located  on  a  farm  in  St.  Lawrence  County. 
In  1854  they  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Mc- 
Ilenry  County,  where  the  father  died  the  next 
year.     The   mother  came  to  Michigan    in    1861. 
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They  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living,  viz:  Mrs.  John  Smith,  our 
subject,  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Kidder.  One  son  died  in 
Cheshire  Township,  October  13,  1891,  leaving  four 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Marble  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
body  the  father  was  Class-leader.  In  politics  he 
was  an  Abolitionist. 

Our  subject  was  ten  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  to  New  York  State.  He  was  given 
a  fair  education  and  remained  at  home  assisting 
his  father  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  was 
married  in  1854  to  Jane  J.  Phelps,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  her  birth  occurring  March  10,  1833. 
Her  parents  later  removed  to  Canada,  where  she 
was  reared  to  womanhood,  but  afterward  removed 
to  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Marble  rented  a  farm  in  McHenry 
County,  111.,  whence  he  removed  to  Kane  County, 
and  later,  December  28,  1861,  came  to  Michigan 
and  made  his  home  in  Cheshire  Township  with  a 
brother. 

August  2,  1862,  Mr.  Marble  enlisted  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  joined  Company  B,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  as  a 
priv^ate.  He  was  later  promoted  to  be  Corporal 
and  with  his  regiment  was  sent  to  Cincinnati, 
where  they  remained  four  weeks,  and  then  went 
to  Tennessee  under  Gen.  Granger.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Thompson's  Station,  where 
he  was  captured  by  the  enemy.  He  was  confined 
in  Libby  Prison  nine  days  when  he  was  paroled 
and  later  exchanged.  He  joined  his  regiment  in 
June,  1863,  and  engaged  in  the  fight  at  Resaca, 
Dallas  Wood,  and  all  through  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign. He  was  also  with  Sherman  on  his 
march  to  the  sea,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  in  North  Carolina. 
He  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washing- 
ton, and  on  that  occasion  was  one  of  the  Color 
Guards.  During  his  service  of  two  years  and  ten 
months,  Mr.  Marble  was  never  in  the  hospital,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  days,  was  always 
on  active  duty.  He  was  discharged  May  10,  1865, 
and  reached  home  the  last  of  June. 

On  returning  to  his  home  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  Mr.  Marble  located  on  what  is  now  his  excel- 


lent farm,  but  which  was  then  little  more  than  a 
wilderness.  His  estate  numbers  eighty  acres,  sixty 
of  which  are  under  cultivation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mar- 
ble have  three  children  living:  Eveline  L.,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Myron  Belden,  lives  in  Trowbridge 
Township,  Allegan  County,  and  has  one  child; 
Sidney  E.  married  Nora  B.  Dellinger  and  lives  in 
Cheshire  Township,  same  countj^,  with  his  father; 
Herbert  E.  married  Mary  Curtis  and  also  lives  in  Al- 
legan County.  Mrs.  Marble  died  in  1882,  firm  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
body  her  husband  is  also  a  member.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Eveline  E.,  taught  ten  terms  of  school,  hav- 
ing, with  her  brothers,  been  given  a  good  educa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Marble  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  three  years,  and  is  connected  with  C.  J. 
Bassett  Post,  at  Allegan,  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  The 
home  farm  is  carried  on  by  his  son,  Sidney  E. 


ARTIN  VAN  BUREN  Mc ALPINE. 
Among  the  many  prominent  residents  of 
'^  Monterey  Township,  Allegan  County, 
none  are  more  highly  esteemed  than  is  Mr. 
McAlpine.  He  makes  his  home  on  section  22, 
where  he  owns  a  fine  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
acre  tract,  and  also  eighty  acres  on  section  27.  His 
property  is  all  highly  improved  and  under  most 
excellent  cultivation.  He  has  erected  good  build- 
ings on  his  estate,  which  is  thus  classed  among  the 
finest  in  the  township. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  James  M.  and  Lucinda 
(Granger)  McAlpine,  natives  of  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.  Martin  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  the  same 
State,  June  23,  1843.  Two  year-s  later  his  parents 
removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Allegan 
County  where  they  have  since  resided.  He  was 
given  a  good  education  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  assisting  his  father  until  reaching  his 
majority. 

December  23,  1865,  Martin  McAlpine  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  the  estimable  lady  who  so  grace- 
fully presides  over  his  household  and  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Ellen    M.   Kibby.     Her   parents 
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were  George  and  Emily  Kibby,  natives  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  Allegan  County 
in  an  early  day.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
become  the  parents  of  three  children:  Edna,  who 
is  married  to  Frank  E.  Berry,  resides  in  Monterey 
Township,  Allegan  County;  Martin  B.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1868,  received  a  good  education  in  the 
Allegan  schools  and  is  now  employed  in  the 
Grange  store  in  Allegan;  Belle  M.,  born  October 
8,  1875,  is  attending  school. 

Mr.  Mc Alpine  has  always  taken  an  interest  in 
educational  matters  and  taught  two  terms  of 
schools.  He  is  President  of  the  Kent,  Allegan  and 
Ottawa  Counties  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Grange  store  at  Allegan, 
and  has  been  President  of  the  association  for  four- 
teen years.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat 
and  has  been  honored  with  the  offices  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Township  Treasurer  and  various  other 
positions  of  responsibility. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  McAlpme  resides  in  the 
same  house  with  her  daughter  and  has  attained  to 
the  ripe  age  of  seventy  years.  She  was  the  mother 
of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living;  thir- 
ty-one grandchildren  and  seven  great-grandchil- 
dren. Every  Christmas  she  receives  a  visit  from 
her  children  and  their  children's  children  and  we 
hope  that  she  may  live  to  enjoy  that  pleasure  for 
many  years  to  come. 


V_ 


\||!_^ENRY  GILBERT.  Almost  every  public 
measure  of  material  interest  to  Kalamazoo 
has  received  the  personal  and  active  co- 
operation of  Mr.  Gilbert,  who  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  early  men  of  the  city.  He  was  born 
in  Ontario  (now  Yates)  County,  N.  Y.,  April  12, 
1810,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Martha  (Sanders) 
Gilbert.  The  parental  family  comprised  five  mem- 
bers, Henry  being  the  eldest.  Mary  Ann  died  in 
New  York,  Simeon,  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  and 
Isaac  at  Salem,  Ore.  The  youngest  child,  Martha 
N.,  is  now  Mrs.  Leslie,  of  Kalamazoo. 

September  25,  1833,  Mr.  Gilbert  was  married  to 
Miss  Charlotte  Case,  of   Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  who 


died  April  14,  1880.  Their  famil}^  consisted  of 
Charlotte  Isabel,  Mary  Eliza,  David  S.,  Martha 
Sanders,  Henry  Goss  and  Jennie  Clark.  Two 
children  survive:  Henry,  who  is  book-keeper  for 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  Jennie,  who  is 
married  and  resides  in  Kalamazoo.  Mary  E.  mar- 
ried John  Dwight,  of  Chicago,  where  she  died; 
Charlotte  and  Martha  passed  away  at  the  ages  of 
ten  and  five  j^ears;  David  S.  died  at  Leroy,  this 
State,  when  forty-two  years  old. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Gilbert  with  Mrs.  Myra  Chap- 
man, the  widow  of  Henry  Chapman,  of  Three 
Rivers,  took  place  May  18,  1881.  Mr.  Gilbert 
came  to  Kalamazoo  (then  called  Bronson)  Septem- 
ber 2,  1835,  and  was  employed  on  the  Statesman 
for  one  year,  in  connection  with  Albert  Chandler, 
now  of  Coldwater.  In  the  fall  of  1836  the  name 
of  the  paper  w^as  changed  to  the  Gazette.  That 
paper  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
one  published  between  Detroit  and  Chicage,  and 
north  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

It  was  through  accident  only  that  Mr.  Gilbert 
located  in  Kalamazoo.  In  1834,  he  was  en  route 
for  Chicago,  and  passing  through  White  Pigeon  in 
the  stage,  he  looked  around  the  village  and  among 
other  places  visited  the  office  of  Mr.  De  Fries, 
wiiom  he  bought  out  in  a  few  minutes,  and  discon- 
tinued his  journey.  He  staid  there  a  year,  then 
came  to  Kalamazoo.  He  soon  became  identified 
with  the  progress  of  the  place,  serving  as  Township 
Clerk  in  1836,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1841,  County 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  the 
Western  District  of  Michigan.  He  served  at  vari- 
ous times  as  Trustee  and  President  of  the  village, 
and  for  many  years  was  Trustee  of  the  Michigan 
Female  Seminary.  He  had  the  contract  for  man- 
ufacturing furniture  in  the  State  Prison  for  twenty 
years,  and  in  that  capacity  employed  seventy-five 
convicts. 

With  reference  to  the  establishment  of  the  States- 
man the  History  of  Kalamazoo  County,  says:  "The 
Michigan  Statesman  and  St.  Joseph  Chronicle  was 
established  in  White  Pigeon  in  1833,  by  John  De 
Fries.  In  June,  1834,  it  was  purchased  by  Henry 
Gilbert,  who  continued  its  publication  at  White  Pig- 
eon until  September,  1835,  when  he  brought  his 
printing  establishment  to  Kalamazoo,  and  the  first 


284 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


paper  under  the  name  of  the  Michigan  Statesman 
was  printed  October  2,  1835.  In  1836  the  material 
was  sold  and  removed  to  Indiana.  Mr.  Gilbert 
went  East  and  purchased  a  new  outfit,  and  January 
23,  1837,  the  first  issue  of  the  Kalamazoo  Gazette^ 
came  from  the  press.  It  soon  became  an  important 
factor,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  who 
was  assisted  at  times  by  Samuel  York,  at  Lee,  and 
O.  S.  Case.'' 

His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  An- 
drew Jackson,  and  he  has  continued  to  be  a 
stanch  Democrat  ever  since,  and  for  more  than  half 
a  century  has  exercised  a  potent  influence  in  the 
ranks  of  his  party  in  Michigan.  A  lithographic 
portrait  of  Mr.  Gilbert  appears  in  this  connection. 


w- 


<|  j^/ILLIAM  M.  ROGERS.  That  persistent 
industry  and  good  judgment  almost  in- 
variably bring  success  is  a  fact  whose 
truth  hasnever  been  disputed,  and  upon  the  posses- 
sor of  these  traits  of  character,  fortune  usually 
showers  her  blessings.  The  traveler  through 
various  portions  of  the  township  will  almost 
always  pause  to  view  the  pleasant  home  of  Mr. 
Rogers,  which  is  located  on  section  2,  Ganges 
Township,  Allegan  County. 

William  M.  Rogers  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
in  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Ezra  and  Matilda  Rogers. 
The  father  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1806  and 
passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  village  of  Carthage. 
When  a  lad,  he,  with  the  assistance  of  an  older 
brother,  built  a  vessel  on  Lake  Ontario.  He  sailed 
on  the  lakes  for  thirty-two  3^ ears,  during  that 
period  owning  and  commanding  his  own  vessels. 
He  often  landed  where  the  city  of  Detroit  now 
stands,  when  only  a  few  houses  marked  the  site. 
In  that  early  day  there  were  no  lighthouses  on  the 
lakes.  Mr.  Rogers  on  one  of  his  voyages  lost  a 
vessel  near  the  above-named  city,  and  thus  was 
compelled  to  spend  the  winter  with  the  Indians, 
undergoing  many  hardships  from  the  intense 
cold. 

In  1837  Ezra  Rogers  met  and  married  Miss 
Matilda,  daughter  of  Annias  and  Lucretia  Duncan, 
and  to  them  was  born    one  child,  a  son,   our   sub- 


ject. His  good  wife  died  when  William  M.  was  an 
infant  of  twelve  months  and  his  father  married 
Cordelia  Boj^ce,  daughter  of  David  Boyce.  Their 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  only 
one  of  whom,  Albert,  is  yet  living.  After  Ezra 
Rogers  quit  the  lakes  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 
In  politics,  he  was  a  strong  Democrat. 

When  our  subject  was  only  two  years  old,  he 
was  taken  into  the  home  of  his  maternal  grand- 
parents, where  he  received  a  careful  training  and 
remained  there  until  reaching  his  twenty-second 
year.  In  1862  he  went  to  Rochester,  where  he 
married  Charlotte  R.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Charlotte  Baines.  They  have  been  granted  a 
family  of  four  children:  May,  Mrs.  Charles  Cole; 
Anna,  wife  of  Fred  Mills;  Hattie,  wife  of  W.  J. 
Wagner,  and  Charles. 

In  1863  Mr.  Rogers  of  this  sketch  was  appointed 
express  agent  at  Fennville  for  the  American  Ex- 
press Company,  remaining  with  that  company  for 
three  years.  Then  in  1866  he  came  to  Ganges 
Township,  and  the  following  year  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  eighty  acres.  His  farm  was  all 
heavily  wooded  but  has  later  been  improved  and 
forty  acres  set  out  in  an  orchard.  In  connection 
with  his  farming  interests,  our  subject  built  a  ves- 
sel, which  proved  very  disastrous  financially.  He 
has  also  been  engaged  in  various  businesses  in 
Fennville,  handling  fruit  and  produce  for  the 
past  thirteen  years.  He  erected  the  first  warehouse 
in  that  village,  and  otherwise  has  aided  greatly  in 
the  development  of  the  village.  Politically,  Mr. 
Rogers  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  is  prominent  in 
his  community  and  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
hold  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust  in  his 
township. 


^IL^OLLISTER  F.  MARSH  is  a  dealer  in  real 
i/jV  estate  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  insur- 
/l)^^  ance  and  loan  business,  which  he  estabhshed 
(1^  in  Allegan  in  1870.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
York  City,  being  born  there  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1837,  and  is  the  son  of  HoUister  F.  and  Jennie 
(Moorehouse)  Marsh,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and 
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New  York,  respectively.  His  father  spent  the  early 
part  of  his  life  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Mass- 
achusetts and  New  York  City,  coming  to  Michigan 
in  1853,  where  he  first  located  at  Allegan,  after- 
ward removing  to  Manlius  Township,  Allegan 
County,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  in  1889  when  he  was 
eighty-one  years  old.  He  was  a  magnificent  speci- 
men of  manhood,  being  six  feet  two  inches  high 
and  weighing  two  hundred  pounds.  He  was  of 
English  descent,  tracing  his  ancestry  to  one  of 
three  brothers,  who  came  over  in  the  "'Mayflower'' 
and  settled  in  the  Eastern  States.  Two  of  these 
remained  in  Massachusetts,  while  the  other  one  re- 
turned to  England.  Mr.  Marsh  was  a  Presbyterian 
and  a  Deacon  in  that  church  for  many  years.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

The  present  family  consisted  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living,  Maria  (Mrs.  Popper- 
well)  of  California,  and  our  subject.  The  latter 
received  his  education  at  Rockville,  Conn.,  being 
graduated  from  the  seminary  there  when  sixteen 
years  old.  He  then  went  to  New  York  City  where 
he  clerked  for  some  time,  and  when  nineteen  years 
old  opened  a  grocery  store  which  he  carried  on 
for  two  years;  he  then  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Chicago.  Here  he  became  interested  in  the  lumber 
business,  carrying  on  sawmills  in  Michigan  where 
he  owned  a  large  amount  of  pine  lands.  He  con- 
tinued in  this  business  until  1870,  when  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Allegan.  Since  coming  to 
Allegan  he  has  erected  seven  brick  blocks  and  has 
done  much  toward  the  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  place.  Mr.  Marsh  owns  many  thous- 
and acres  of  land  in  this  and  other  counties  in 
Michigan  and  has  aided  in  establishing  many  en- 
terprises in  the  county  and  State.  He  does  a  large 
business  in  loans,  as  well  as  in  real  estate  and  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
enterprisng  business  men  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  married  in  October,  1858,  to  Miss 
Maria  E.  Regan,  of  New  York,  a  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  James  G.  Regan,  who  was  a  member  of  one 
of  the  noble  families  of  England.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  son,  Arthur  F.,who 
married  Miss  Caroline  E.Smith, of  Rockport, N.  Y., 


and  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  Mr. 
Marsh  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
socially  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  are  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community. 


"ill  OHN  H.  MADDEN,  editor  of  the  Enterprise 
at  Plainwell,  Allegan  County,  was  born  at 
Whitehall,Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
ij^//  30,  1844.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Julia 
S.  (Closson)  Madden,  natives  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  the 
father  a  carpenter  by  trade  but  for  many  years 
employed  in  the  ticket  office  of  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  Company  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1884  and  died  at 
Plainwell  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in 
1862. 

Mr.  Madden  was  the  only  child  of  his  parents 
and  was  reared  in  the  city  of  New  York  until  nine 
years  old,  attending  the  public  schools  in  that 
place.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Government  and  the  United  States 
Arsenal  at  West  Troy,  N.  Y.,where  he  remained  for 
one  year.  He  was  then  employed  in  the  general 
freight  ofl^ice  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany, where  he  spent  one  year.  The  Civil  War 
breaking  out,  Mr.  Madden  enlisted,  in  the  fall  of 
1864,  in  the  Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry.  He 
spent  almost  a  year  in  the  service,  receiving  his 
discharge  at  Hart  Island,  in  New  York  Harbor,  in 
May,  1865.  He  then  worked  for  the  National  Ex- 
press Company  of  Troy  until  1866,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Plainwell,  this  State,  where  he  has  re- 
sided, ever  since.  He  then  engaged  in  the  printing 
business,  and  in  1886  established  the  Plainwell 
Enterprise^  which  is  a  six-column  quarto.  This 
paper  is  admirably  conducted,  has  a  large  circula- 
tion and  has  a  good  reputation  as  a  family  and 
local  newspaper.  Mr.  Madden  is  an  intelligent  man 
and  thoroughly  understands  the  business  in  which 
he  is  engaged  and  is  popular  with  his  patrons. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Emma  Hop- 
kins, a  native  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  took  place  in  1865. 
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They  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
John  8.,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
newspaper;  Effie,  the  wife  of  Arthur  Duncan,  a 
farmer  in  Otsego  Township;  Francis  H.,  Elizabeth 
S.,  Russell  E.,  William  H.,  Alfred  E.,  Mary  B.  and 
Lena  G.  In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republican 
and  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


^  OSEPH  LINDSEY,  who  was  at  one  time  in 
the  army  during  the  Civil  War,  is  connected 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Allegan 
County  as  the  fortunate  proprietor  of  one 
of  its  many  valuable  farms,  the  one  that  he  owns 
being  pleasantly  located  in  Otsego  Township.  He 
came  here  without  means,  but  by  his  persistent  and 
well-directed  labors  has  acquired  a  competency 
ample  for  all  his  wants,  and  is  now  living  in  re- 
tirement from  active  business. 

Mr.  Lindsey  was  born  in  Chemungo  County,  N. 
Y.,  April  14,  1839.  His  father,  Lucius  L.  Lindsey, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  had  gone  to 
New  York  when  a  boy  with  his  parents.  He  was 
of  mingled  Scotch  and  Irish  blood.  He  worked  in 
a  papermill,  rose  to  be  foreman  in  the  same,  and 
occupied  that  responsible  position  for  some  time. 
He  afterward  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and 
in  1841  came  to  Michigan  to  avail  himself  of  the 
cheap  lands  and  many  superior  advantages  afforded 
to  a  wide-awake  farmer  in  this  then  newly-settled 
country.  He  located  at  Plainwell,  where  he  took 
up  Government  land,  and  he  cleared  a  fine  farm 
in  Gun  Plain  Township.  In  1853  he  purchased  a 
farm  m  Otsego  Township,  upon  which  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  which  was  brought  to  a 
close  in  March,  1889,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  His 
memory  will  be  cherished  as  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  the  county,  and  as  a  man  and  a  citizen 
whose  long  and  honorable  life  record  was  worthy 
of  respect.  His  second  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  died  five  weeks  before  he  did.  They  had 
lived  together  over  fifty  years,  and  death  did  not 
long  divide  them.  Her  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Newton,  and  she  was  a  native  of   Pennsylvania. 


She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  as  are  the  three  children  of  her  hus- 
band's first  marriage. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  child  born  to  hismotlier, 
and  as  he  was  scarcely  two  years  old  when  the  fam- 
ily came  to  Michigan,  he  was  reared  in  Allegan 
County  under  pioneer  influences.  He  remembers 
well  the  primitive  wilderness  of  the  country  in 
his  boyhood,  and  can  recall  the  time  when  Indians 
were  plentiful  around  his  father's  pioneer  home. 
He  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  on  the  old  homestead  learned  lessons  in  agri- 
culture tliat  were  of  benefit  to  him  in  after  life. 
He  continued  to  be  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
household  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  then 
went  out  to  work  by  the  month.  The  following 
year  the  war  broke  out,  and  in  September,  1861, 
he  threw  aside  his  work  to  enter  the  army,  as  he 
longed  to  be  of  service  to  his  country.  His  name 
was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Company  T,  Second 
Michigan  Calvary,  and  he  was  sent  with  his  regi- 
ment to  Missouri.  The  following  winter  he  and 
his  comrades  were  on  duty  at  St.  Louis.  He 
finally  succumbed  to  the  hardships  of  army  life 
near  Madrid,  and  lay  in  a  hospital  suffering  from 
a  tedious  sickness  about  four  months.  Even  then 
he  was  incapacitated  for  duty,  and  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged. 

As  soon  as  he  was  able,  after  his  return  to  Mich- 
igan, Mr.  Lindsey  began  to  fit  himself  for  a  car- 
penter, and  was  engaged  at  that  trade  until  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  when  he  took  up  farming  instead. 
He  has  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  choice 
farming  land  on  sections  27  and  35,  Otsego  Town- 
ship, which  is  a  substantially  improved  farm.  He 
lived  thereon  until  April,  1891,  and  then  retired 
to  his  present  comfortable  home  in  the  village  of 
Otsego.  He  is  now  a  man  of  means,  but  he  started 
out  in  life  empty-handed.  He  owes  his  good  for- 
tune to  the  fact  that  he  is  well  endowed  with  ten- 
acity of  purpose,  is  possessed  of  good,  roundabout 
common  sense  and  steady  judgment,  and  has  the 
faculty  of  doing  whatever  he  undertakes  to  do  in 
a  skillful  manner.  His  fellow-citizens  think  highly 
of  him  as  a  true,  manly,  upright  man,  and  a  loyal 
and  law-abiding  citizen.  They  have  called  him  to 
public  positions,  and  he  has  responded  by  faithful 
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service.  He  has  been  Highway  Commissioner  and 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Review,  and  he  has  al- 
ways earnestly  favored  all  things  that  would  tend 
in  any  way  to  advance  the  interests  of  township 
or  county.  He  has  been  a  Mason  for  over  twenty 
years,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  Lindsey  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Mary 
Eldridge,  of  Streetsboro,  Ohio,  in  whom  he  has 
a  most  estimable  wife.  She  is  a  Christian,  a  woman 
of  many  fine  attributes,  and  in  her  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  one  of  its  most  consistent 
members.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
brought  them  four  children,  whom  they  have  named 
Fredericka,  Lucius  D.,  Ethel  L.  and  George  B. 


■»>—>>  »>j  pij  iiiki 


^  i  t  i  ( 


(^  ^ILLIAM  H.  WILCOX  is  residing  on  sec- 
\/\jiI  ^^^^  ^^'  South  Haven  Township,  Van 
\>7^  Buren  County.  His  farm  consists  of  eighty 
acres  of  improved  land,  including  a  peach  orch- 
ard of  five  acres,  an  apple  orchard  of  twelve  acres, 
as  well  as  pears  and  the  smaller  fruits;  besides 
which  he  owns  a  forty-acre  tract-  He  has  been 
very  prosperous  in  life  and  is  ranked  among  the 
well-to-do  farmers  of  the  township. 

William  H.  Wilcox  was  born  in  Lempster,  Sulli- 
van County,  N.  IL,  November  12,  1840.  His 
grandfather.  Comfort  Wilcox,  accompanied  by  two 
brothers,  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Con- 
necticut prior  to  the  independence  of  the  Colo- 
nists. He  subsequently  removed  to  Lempster, 
N.  IL,  where  John  B.  Wilcox,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  June  21,  1805.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Betsey  Howe  and  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Wilcox  occurred  April  8,  1835.  She  was 
born  in  Newport,  Sullivan  County,  N.  IL,  October 
24,  181L 

The  parents  of  him  of  whom  we  write  resided  on 
the  Wilcox  homestead  until  1874,  when  they  came 
to  Michigan  to  pass  their  declining  years  near 
their  children.  The  father  died  in  South  Haven 
Township,  in  1886,  and  the  mother,  surviving 
him  a  few  years,  passed  away  in  Geneva  Town- 
ship, October  4,  1891.  They  had  become  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  seven  of   whom   lived  to 


attain  their  majority,  and  of  whom  we  make  the 
following  mention:  Sarah  Ann,  born  December 
27,  1835,  married  a  Mr.  R.  Richardson,  and  died 
in  Massachusetts;  Maria  B.  was  born  June  16, 
1837,  became  Mrs.  Oilman  Rowel,  and  died  July 
11,  1869,  at  Gilsom,  N.  IL;  Fanny  J.  was  born 
January  22,  1839,  and  became  Mrs.  A.  C.  Sar- 
geant,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Michigan  Univer- 
sity; they  were  both  school  teachers  and  taught 
after  coming  to  Michigan.  Mr.  Sargeant  died  at 
Marshall,  Mich.,  and  his  wife  then  married  John 
N.  Foster,  who  became  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Public  School  at  Coldwater,  in  which  she,  the 
wife,  also  held  a  position,  and  died  at  Coldwater, 
this  State.  Our  subject  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth.  John  E.,  born  June  13,  1845,  resides  in 
Geneva  Township,  Allegan  County;  George  W., 
born  April  14,  1847,  is  a  teacher  and  resides  at 
Aberdeen,  S.  Dak.;  Orion  J.,  born  August  3,  1852, 
is  a  hardware  merchant  at  Ludington,  Mich. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  attended 
school,  and  as  soon  as  he  reached  his  teens  hired 
out  as  a  farm  laborer.  In  1862,  he  offered  his 
services  to  the  Union  as  a  soldier,  and  on  the 
19th  of  August  was  mustered  into  Company  G, 
Ninth  New  Hampshire  Infantry.  The  company 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
September  14  participated  in  the  battle  of  South 
Mountain,  which  was  closely  followed  by  Anti- 
etam  and  Fredericksburg.  The  regiment  was  then 
transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  West  and  fought 
at  Yicksburg,  Jackson  and  Knoxville,  when  they 
were  again  placed  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg,  be- 
sides numerous  skirmishes.  At  Petersburg  Mr. 
Wilcox  lost  the  index  finger  of  his  right  hand, 
after  which  he  was  on  provost-guard  duty  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  serving  in  that  capac- 
ity during  the  Grand  Review. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  July  1,  1865.  He  stopped 
for  a  short  time  in  his  native  State,  and  after  a 
short  stay  at  Marshall,  came  to  South  Haven.  In 
the  fail  of  1866,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
on  which  he  still  resides.  When  the  land  came 
into  his  possession  it  was  as  nature  bad  left  it — - 
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covered  with  an  unbroken  forest  of  heavy  timber. 
He  now  has  it  all  cleared  and  improved  with  a 
good  set  of  farm  buildings.  For  some  years  he 
has  given  his  attention  largel}^  to  fruit-growing, 
and  does  a  splendid  and  profitable  business  in  that 
line. 

November  20,  1872,  was  the  date  of  our  sub- 
ject's marriage  with  Miss  Edna  A.  Raymond.  Mrs. 
Wilcox  was  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
where  her  birth  occurred  Novem[)er  11,  1851.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Milo  and  Catherine  Ray- 
mond, who  came  to  Michigan  in  1861,  and  re- 
sided in  Lenawee  County  until  1867,  when  they 
made  their  home  in  South  Haven  Township,  Yan 
Buren  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have  been 
blest  with  a  family  of  seven  children:  Fannie 
Ella  (known  by  the  name  of  Nellie),  born  Au- 
gust 19,  1873;  William  Raymond,  born  February 
23,  1875;  Ernest  Albright,  August  10,  1877;  Car- 
lotta,  July  17,  1879;  Harry  and  Ilattie,  twins, 
October  15,  1881;  and  Cecil,  February  17,  1888. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  for 
many  years  has  held  the  office  of  Commissioner 
of  Highways.  He  is  a  member  of  Zach  Chandler 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Wilcox  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Our 
subject,  with  the  assistance  of  his  faithful  wife, 
has  attained  his  present  financial  position  solely 
through  their  united  efforts,  as  he  commenced  in  life 
with  nothing  but  his  strong  hand  and  a  determi- 
nation to  succeed.  Mrs.  Wilcox  and  her  sister 
Ella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  were 
the  only  children  of  their  parents. 


-=^^=m>-^^<i 


^i^RANK  H.  MILHAM.  This  sterling  and 
1—^  leading  young  business  man  of  Allegan 
/is  County  is  President  of  the  Yillage  Board, 
of  Otsego.  He  is  la  stockholder  in  the  Bardeen  Pa- 
per Company,  which  is  one  of  the  leading  indus- 
tries in  the  State.  He  also  owns  a  beautiful  tract 
of  land,  comprising  one  hundred  and  nine  acres 
near  Kalamazoo,  which  is  improved  with  all  the 
buildings  which  make  of  it  a  first-class  estate. 

Frank  H.  Milham  is  a  native  of  the  Wolverine 
State,  his  birth  occurring  April  25,  1864,  in  Kala- 


mazoo. He  is  descended  from  a  very  prominent 
famil}^  in  this  section,  his  father  being  the  Hon. 
John  Milham,  who  was  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  personally  throughout  the  State.  The 
elder  Mr.  Milham  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  24,  1805,  and  emigrated  to  Kalamazoo 
as  early  as  1840.  He  made  the  journey  overland 
from  Detroit,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
in  this  section. 

At  the  time  of  his  coming  hither,  the  Hon.  John 
Milham  purchased  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Kalamazoo, 
whicli  he  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  cultivation, 
and  to  which  he  added  by  subsequent  purchase, 
until,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  in  1884,  he  had  an 
estate  of  four  hundred  and  forty-six  acres.  He 
was  a  very  successful  farmer,  and  established  an 
enviable  reputation  in  agricultural  circles.  While 
a  resident  of  New  York,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Regiment  of  Militiamen,  and  was  well 
versed  in  military  tactics.  He  was  one  of  the  com- 
pany who  were  detailed  to  guard  the  carriage  of 
Gen.  La  Fayette  during  his  visit  to  this  country  in 
1824.  He  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  for 
two  terms,  while  in  New  York. 

After  his  removal  to  Kalamazoo,  the  Hon.  John 
Milham  held  various  local  offices,  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  the  Democratic  party.  The  family  were 
of  German  ancestry.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  and  was  known  in  her 
maiden  daj^s  as  Elliza  Anderson.  She  passed  from 
this  life  in  1868,  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

Frank  H.  Milham,  of  whom  we  write,  was  given 
an  excellent  education,  attending  first  the  Kalama- 
zoo Baptist  College,  and  later  was  graduated  from 
Parsons'  Business  College  at  the  above-named  city, 
in  March,  1883.  After  leaving  school,  our  subject 
went  to  farming,  and  cultivated  the  soil  for  four 
years.  Then,  in  August,  1887,  he  came  to  Otsego 
and  became  a  member  of  the  Bardeen  Paper  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  is  still  connected,  having 
charge  of  the  stock  department. 

October  20,  1885,  our  subject  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bryant  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Milham  was 
born  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  and  by   her  union  with 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


289 


our  subject,  has  become  the  mother  of  two  beauti- 
ful children,  Frances  and  Norah.  They  occupy  a 
pretty  home,  and  have  a  large  and  admiring  circle 
of  acquaintances,  being  leaders  in  social  circles  in 
Otsego. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Milham,  following  in 
the  steps  of  his  illustrious  father,  is  a  Democrat. 
He  has  filled  the  position  of  Yillage  Trustee  for 
two  3''ears,  and  is  now  holding  the  responsible 
office  of  President  of  the  Board.  Socially,  he  is  a 
prominent  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias. 


^  IMEON  STARING  is  engaged  in  cultivat- 
ing a  fine  tract  of  land  on  section  4,  Ganges 
Township,  Allegan  County.  He  was  born 
near  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1828,  and  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Judah  Staring,  the  father  being 
born  in  New  York  State  about  1800.  The  elder 
Mr.  Staring  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his  grand- 
parents, and  received  a  fair  education.  He  was 
one  of  fourteen  children,  and  began  life  by  work- 
ing on  a  canal. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
1826,  the  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Staring  being 
Judah  Mosier.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Hol- 
land. Simeon  Staring  was  the  eldest  of  the  six 
children  born  to  his  parents,  the  others  being 
respectively:  Edward,  who  died  in  the  Union 
army;  Peter,  Henry,  John;  and  Mary,  who  died 
when  young.  Mr.  Staring  and  his  five  sons  were 
all  soldiers  in  the  late  war. 

In  1835  Mr.  Henry  Staring  moved  to  Michigan 
with  his  family,  and  located  in  Washtenaw  County, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  for  five  years.  Later, 
in  1840,  he  came  to  Allegan  County,  where  he 
and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days,  the  father  dying 
in  1876  and  the  mother  in  1886.  Mr.  Staring 
served  in  the  Mexican  War  under  Gen.  Twiggs. 
During  the  late  war,  as  he  was  too  old  to  be 
accepted  in  general  service,  he  enlisted  as  engineer 
and  machinist  under  Gen.  Sigel.  Our  subject's 
father  was  an  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Mason 
previous  to  Morgan's  time,  but  later  dropped  all 
connection  with  the  order.     The    paternal  grand- 


parents of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  were 
George  and  Catherine  Staring,  natives  of  Germany. 
They  were  early  settlers  of  the  Wolverine  State 
where  they  died  at  a  good  old  age. 

In  1840  Simeon  Staring  commenced  the  battle 
of  life  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  ten  years 
later  located  on  his  present  farm,  which  was  then 
little  more  than  a  wilderness.  His  first  home  was 
built  of  logs,  and  contained  but  one  room.  It  has 
long  since  given  way  to  a  commodious  and  con- 
venient residence.  For  several  years  Mr.  Staring 
worked  in  the  lumber  woods  until  he  was  able  to 
realize  a  living  from  his  farm.  Provisions  had  to 
be  carried  from  Saugatuck  to  Allegan,  twenty-five 
miles  distant.  He  labored  for  many  years  without 
even  the  aid  of  a  team,  but  his  industry  has  been 
rewarded,  as  he  now  has  one  hundred  acres  of 
excellent  land,  twenty-five  of  which  is  in  fruit. 
His  first  purchase,  however,  consisted  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  which  he  bought  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother. 

Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Betsey 
(Steele)  Slayton,  became  Mrs.  Simeon  Staring  in 
1855.  They  have  been  granted  five  children: 
Andrew  J.,  Henry,  Lucy,  Dora  A.,  and  Nellie. 
Mr.  Staring  enlisted  during  the  late  war  in  Com- 
pany I,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  saw 
much  hard  fighting.  The  last  engagement  in 
which  he  participated  was  at  Petersburg.  He  is  a 
member  of  Jacob  Fry  Post,  No.  46,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  In  an  early  day  our 
subject  relates  that  he  cut  maple  wood  at  twenty- 
five  cents  per  cord  and  bought  corn  meal  at  $2.50 
per  hundred  pounds. 


AMES  R.  ROCKWELL.  This  prominent 
citizen  of  Allegan  has  done  much  toward 
beautifying  the  village,  as  he  is  a  first-class 
builder  and  architect.  His  parents  were 
Roswell  and  Hannah  (Foster)  Rockwell  and  his 
birth  occurred  August  11,  1833,  in  Seneca  County, 
Ohio.  His  father  died  in  1855,  and  his  mother, 
who  is  still  living,  makes  her  home  in  Trowbridge 
Township,  Allegan  County. 

The  senior  Mr.  Rockwell  came   to   Michigan    as 
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early  as  1 847  and  choosing  Trowbridge  Township 
as  his  future  abiding-place,  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government.  His 
property,  which  lay  on  Base  Line  Lake,  where  he 
was  the  first  settler,  was  covered  with  timber, 
which  he  set  about  to  remove.  He  erected  a  log 
house,  18  X  36  feet,  on  his  place  and  helped  to  or- 
ganize the  first  school  in  the  township,  of  which  he 
was  made  one  of  the  Directors.  While  residing  in 
Ohio  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  millwright, 
but  found  farming  to  be  more  profitable  in  the  new 
State  of  Michigan. 

Wild  game  was  plentiful  when  our  subject's 
father  came  to  Allegan  County  and  he  supported 
his  family  by  selling  venison  and  furs  until  he  was 
to  realize  a  living  from  his  farm.  Of  the  parental 
family  of  six  children,  five  are  now  living:  Our 
subject;  Stephen  D.;  Sarah  E.,  now  Mrs.  South- 
ward; Cornelie  E.,  Mrs.  George  Conery;  and  Caro- 
line L.,  Mrs.  Duval. 

eJames  R.  Rockwell  received  a  good  education 
while  his  parents  were  residents  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  at  the  same  time  being  trained  in  farm  duties. 
He  continued  to  make  his  home  under  the  parental 
roof  until  reaching  his  majority.  Then  deciding 
to  become  an  architect  and  builder,  our  subject,  in 
1869,  devoted  his  time  principally  to  that  line  of 
business.  In  1879,  through  the  earnest  solicitations 
of  Gov.  B.  Robinson,  Mr.  Rockwell  went,  with 
his  family,  to  the  Ten  Mile  District,  Summit 
County,  Colorado,  and  made  the  drawings  for,  and 
had  charge  of,  the  building  of  the  Summit  County 
Smelting  Works. 

After  the  death  of  Gov.  Robinson,  Mr.  Rockwell 
was  appointed  agent  by  the  administrators  of  Gov. 
Robinson's  estate,  to  look  after  the  business  of  the 
mines.  The  first-named  gentleman  was  a  personal 
friend  of  our  subject  and  ate  his  last  Thanks- 
giving dinner  with  him  at  the  village  of  Robinson, 
Colorado.  During  the  five  years  which  Mr.  Rock- 
well spent  in  Colorado  he  was  made  Master  Me- 
chanic of  the  Robinson  Consolidated  Mining  Co., 
which  was  a  very  responsible  position.  In  1882 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ellis,  Rockwell 
<fe  Smith,  mine  and  real-estate  brokers  in  Robinson, 
Ten  Mile  District,  carrying  on  that  f)usiness  for 
two  years. 


After  returning  to  his  home  in  Allegan  County, 
Mr.  Rockwell  visited  Southern  California  and 
other  States  and  Territories  He  now  resides  in  a 
most  beautiful  home  on  Seminary  Hill.  He  has 
built  some  of  the  finest  houses  in  Allegan,  among 
which  are  the  March  Block,  Peck  Block,  Sherwood 
&  Griswoid  Block,  and  the  Presbyterian  and  Epis- 
copal Churches. 

eJames  R.  Rockwell  was  married  in  1855  to  Miss 
Salvia  A  Kent,  daughter  of  J.  W.  Kent,  of  Allegan. 
Their  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  three 
sons:  Edgar,  who  married  Miss  Lillie  Kinkaid, 
and  has  a  son,  James  E.  Edgar  and  family  make 
their  home  in  Trowbridge  Township;  William  R. 
married  Carrie  C.  Close  of  Tekamah,  Nebraska. 
He  died  March  10,  1891,  and  his  widow  still  resides 
on  the  farm  in  Nebraska.  John  W.,  who  is  a  printer. 
Our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  socially  a 
prominent  Mason.  He  is  ranked  among  the  well- 
to-do  citizens  of  Allegan  County  and  besides  his 
real-estate  interests  in  Allegan  owns  mining  prop- 
erty in  Colorado. 


^♦♦♦♦/ii 
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\Tp^^Ey.  A.  CLARK  MERRITT.  Among  the 
ILirfT  prominent  and  prosperous  fruit-growers  of 
Michigan  may  be  mentioned  the  name  of 
our  subject,  who  owns  a  beautiful  farm 
of  sixty  acres  on  section  36,  Casco  Township,  Alle- 
gan County,  which  he  devotes  principally  to  the 
raising  of  peaches  and  grapes.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising man,  and  finds  that  the  best  methods 
and  latest  improvements  bring  him  in  the  largest 
returns. 

Mr.  Merritt  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1830,  being  the  son  of  Thomas  Wilson  and 
Hannah  Merritt.  The  father  was  born  In  the 
northern  part  of  New  Jersey,  in  1792,  where  he 
received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  While  still  a  youth,  the  elder 
Mr.  Merritt  emigrated  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
with  his  parents,  where  they  located  on  a  farm 
known  as  the  "Old  Orchard  Farm."  There  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  brick  and  stone  mason, 
which  occupation  he  followed  a  few  years,  erect- 
ing some  of  the  finest  and  largest  buildings  in  the 
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city  of  Buffalo  at  that  time.  He  later  purchased  a 
farm  on  the  old  Holland  Purchase  in  Niagara 
Count}^,  and  there  remained  for  forty  years. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  Thomas  W. 
Merritt  married  Mrs.  Hannah  (Denton)  Farnum, 
the  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Hannah  (Kinney) 
Denton.  Mrs.  Merritt,  by  her  former  marriage, 
had  become  the  mother  of  two  children:  Elijah  D. 
and  Newell.  She  was  a  native  of  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  her  parents  were  also  born.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Merritt,  she  became  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  viz:  Mary  A.,  who  is  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  H.  Haight;  H.  Elizabeth  is  the  widow 
of  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Foote;  Huldah  D.  first  married 
David  Foote,  and  later  married  Gen.  W.  W.  Tread- 
way;  Phebe,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  I.  M.  Hoag; 
Rev.  A.  C,  our  subject;  Reuben  D.,  deceased; 
eJerusha  B.,  also  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  S. 
Hoester  Root;  Thomas  W.,  Jr.;  Harriet,  Mrs.  H.  N. 
Farnum;  and  Isaac  B. 

For  many  years  our  subject's  father  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  Baptist  Church,  holding  the 
office  of  Deacon  while  m  Somerset  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist  politically,  and  as- 
sisted man}^  a  runaway  slave  to  reach  Canada. 
He  was  a  strong  temperance  man,  and  by  his  many 
benevolent  works  greatly  benefited  his  community. 
He  passed  his  last  days  in  Michigan,  dying  in 
Detroit,  in  1881. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  edu- 
cation, attending  different  schools  in  New  York, 
and  in  1851  was  married  to  M.  Angeline  Frost, 
an  adopted  daughter  of  Tolman  Frost.  She  only 
lived  three  3^ears  after  her  marriage,  and  Mr. 
Merritt  was  then  united  to  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of 
Silas  and  Charlotte  Sly.  To  them  were  born  two 
children:  Huldah  D.  and  Charles  S. 

Mr.  Merritt,  of  this  sketch,  was  married  a  third 
time,  his  present  wife  bearing  the  name  of  Cordelia. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
(Van  Etten)  Brearley,  the  father  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  the  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Hewlett) 
Brearley,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Long  Island,  respectively,  and  of  English  descent. 
Mrs.  Merritt 's  mother  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  ( Yan  Noy)  Yan  Etten,  natives  of  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  of  Holland  descent.  John 
13 


Yan  Etten  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs. 
Merritt  was  one  of  four  children,  viz:  William  H., 
Mrs.  Kate  B.  Ford,  and  Mrs.  Minna  B.  Richardson. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  granted 
a  famil.y  of  six  children:  Mary  A.,  deceased;  Wal- 
ter H.,  Ellen,  William  T.,  Kate  B.,  and  H.  Ernest. 
Mr.  Merritt  remained  in  New  York  two  years  after 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Frost,  then  came  to  Wayne 
County,  and  later  to  Genesee  County,  Mich.  He 
resided  in  Flint,  in  the  latter-named  county,  for 
five  years  previous  to  his  coming  to  his  present 
home.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  in  1864,  while  residing  in  Flint,  was  ordained 
a  preacher  of  that  faith,  although  having  officiated 
in  that  capacity  a  few  years  previous  to  hi3  being 
ordained.  After  coming  to  his  home  in  Casco 
Township,  Mr.  Merritt  has  occupied  the  pulpit 
more  or  less,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
cause  of  temperance.  In  politics,  though  formerly 
a  Republican,  he  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  has 
a  beautiful  home,  and  one  of  the  finest  fruit  farms 
in  Allegan  County. 


OSEPH  B.  CORNELL.  This  respected  cit- 
izen of  Kalamazoo  passed  from  this  life  at 
^^^  his  home,  August  25,  1877.  He  was  on-e  of 
^^^  the  prominent  and  successful  business  men 
of  the  city  and  a  favorite  in  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  He  possessed  those  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  which  made  for  him  warm  friends  and  stanch 
adherents,  and  his  loss  was  deeply  felt  in  his  com- 
munit}'.  He  was  in  his  forty-eighth  year  at  the 
time  of  his  death  and  was  a  man  full  of  enterprise, 
business  tact  and  very  successful  as  a  manufacturer. 
His  portrait  is  presented  in  connection  with  this 
biographical  sketch. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  January 
25,  1829,  in  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Cornell,  who  located  in  Kalamazoo 
about  1840.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  a  child. 
He  was  the  only  son  by  his  father's  first  marriage, 
his  two  sisters  being  Minerva,  wife  of  George  Bur- 
rell  and  Abigail,  wife  of  Lewis  Starkey.  He  had 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker  in  his  native 
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State  and  after  coming  to  this  city  did  the  most 
extensive  business  in  that  line  in  the  place,  and  at 
a  time  when  most  of  the  work  was  done  by  hand. 
He  built  up  a  splendid  trade  in  this  city  and  at  his 
death  the  firm  of  Cornell  Bros,  succeeded  him  in 
business. 

Mr.  Cornell  was  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  vil- 
lage and  was  made  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department. 
He  was  the  recipient  of  many  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  although  he  very  much  disliked 
to  hold  office.  He  was  married  September  17,  1856j 
to  Hannah  L.,  the  daughter  of  L.  H.  and  Louisa 
(Fay)  Trask.  Mr.  Cornell  assisted  his  brothers  to 
get  a  start  in  life  and  was  kind  and  charitable  to 
all  who  applied  to  him  for  assistance.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  gave 
liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support.  Socially,  he 
was  a  Mason,  having  attained  the  degrees  of  Knight 
Templar  and  Scottish  Rite.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  Democrat,  always  casting  his  vote  and  in- 
fluence in  favor  of  the  candidates  of  that  party. 

Five  years  previous  to  h  is  decease  Joseph  B. 
Cornell  was  in  ill-health,  and  when  at  last  com- 
pelled to  giye  up  his  business,  devoted  himself  to 
the  restoration  of  his  health.  He  visited  a  famous 
establishment  in  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  and  after  re- 
maining there  under  treatmentfor  a  time,  returned 
home  apparently  much  better.  He  had  attained 
an  excellent  and  wide-spread  reputation  as  a  busi- 
ness man  and  the  vehicles  which  bore  his  name 
were  justl}^  celebrated  for  excellence  of  material 
and  workmanship. 


_^]. 
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^  LBERT  D.  WETMORE.  There  will  scarcely 
be  found  in  the  limits  of  Allegan  County 
a  more  pleasant  place,  or  a  more  highly 
improved  farm,  than  that  which  is  the 
home  of  Mr.  Wetmore,  and  the  scene  of  his  active 
labors.  The  attention  of  the  passing  traveler  will 
be  quickly  attracted  to  the  substantial  buildings, 
adapted  to  their  various  purposes,  the  fields  of 
waving  grain,  and  the  pastures  filled  with  grazing 
cattle.  Mr.  Wetmore  makes  a  specialty  of  the  Red 
Polled  cattle,  which  are  hornless,  and  somewhat 
larger  than  the  Devonshire,  and,  with  the  excep- 


tion of  Mr.  Brackett,  of  Trowbridge  Township,  he 
is  the  only  man  in  the  county  who  raises  them. 
His  other  specialty  is  the  Berkshire  hog,  in  raising 
which  he  has  been  particularly  successful. 

The  farm  which  Mr.  Wetmore  owns  and  operates 
is  located  on  sections  9  and  10,  Allegan  Town- 
ship, and  consists  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
When  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  received 
eighty  acres  as  a  gift  from  his  father,  while  the 
remaining  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  have  been 
gained  by  unremitting  industry,  and  the  exercise 
of  good  judgment.  Although  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  this  State,  Mr.  Wetmore  is  not  a  native 
thereof,  but  was  l)orn  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1833.  His  parents,  Chester  and  Mary  (Dumont) 
Wetmore,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  West- 
ford,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan in  1836,  when  this  section  of  the  country  was 
little  more  than  a  wilderness.  Their  first  location 
was  in  Gun  Plains  Township,  Allegan  County, 
but  after  sojourning  there  one  year,  they  removed 
to  Allegan  Township,  and  settled  on  section  4. 

The  father  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  public -spirited  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  county,  and  his  death,  in  1872,  removed  from 
the  community  one  who  had  for  years  labored  for 
its  upbuilding.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  stanch  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  His  wife 
died  in  March,  1868,  and  only  two  of  their  six 
children  are  now  living:  our  subject  and  Joseph 
D.  While  the  parents  were  not  wealthy,  they  were 
able  to  give  their  children  excellent  school  ad- 
vantages, and  our  subject,  after  completing  his 
studies  in  the  district  schools,  attended  the  State 
Normal  at  Ypsilanti,  where  the  education  he  had 
received  in  the  home  schools  was  supplemented  by 
a  systematic  course  of  studies. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  Wetmore 
received  eighty  acres  from  his  father,  which  he  at 
once  commenced  to  improve,  until  it  is  now,  with 
the  additional  land  he  has  added  thereto,  one  of 
the  finest  farms  of  this  section  of  the  country. 
When  twenty-three  years  old,  he  visited  Kansas, 
Nebraska  and  Iowa  on  a  prospecting  tour,  but  re- 
turned feeling  more  than  ever  satisfied  with  the 
Wolverine  State.     In  the  fall  of  1861,  he  enlisted 
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in  Company  C,  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  as 
a  private,  and,  being  ordered  to  the  South,  engaged 
in  general  skirmishes  until  the  severe  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing.  With  his  regiment,  he  took 
part  in  seventeen  battles  and  skirmishes,  among 
them  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  different  engage- 
ments on  the  march  to  the  sea  with  Gen.  Sherman, 
at  Stone  River,  Crawford  Springs  and  the  siege  of 
Chattanooga.  For  meritorious  service,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  Sergeant  and  Lieutenant  in  1864, 
and  was  constantl}?^  on  duty,  excepting  for  four 
months,  when  he  was  sick  in  the  hospitals  at  Nash- 
ville and  Louisville.  He  fortunately  escaped  with- 
out wounds,  and  recalls  with  satisfaction  that  he 
never  rode  in  an  ambulance  except  on  one  occa- 
sion, and  then  only  for  one-half  mile. 

At  the  close  of  an  honorable  service  of  nearly 
four  years,  Mr.  Wetmore  was  discharged  at  Louis- 
ville, and  returned  to  his  home  to  resume  once 
more  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture.  Soon 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  married,  in  1866, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Hudson,  the  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Louisa  (Wilson)  Hudson,  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  Three  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union:  Chester,  Mary  R.  and  Bessie  H.  For 
about  twelve  years,  Mr.  Wetmore  has  been  con- 
nected with  a  mill  in  Allegan,  which  he  is  operat- 
ing with  success.  Many  of  the  official  positions 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens  he  has  filled 
with  efficiency,  among  others,  serving  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  Commissioner,  and  in  the  various 
school  offices.  In  his  political  views,  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, while  socially,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


^f  OHN  D.  WOODBECK.  Tiiis  gentleman  has 
been  editor  of  the  well-known  Otsego 
Union  since  1887.  The  paper  was  estab- 
lished in  1875  by  C.  H.  Harris,  who  contin- 
ued its  publication  until  it  was  purchased  by  our 
subject.  Mr.  Woodbeck  has  greatly  added  to  the 
facilities  of  the  office  by  enlarging  its  stock  of  ma- 
terial. It  has  a  fair  circulation  and  is  one  of  the 
brightest  and  newsiest  sheets  in  the  county.     The 


size  of  the  paper  has  been  increased  since  it  came 
into  his  possession  and  is  now  a  six-column 
quarto. 

This  enterprising  young  business  man  was  born 
in  Monterey,  Allegan  County,  and  is  thus  more 
interested  in  the  welfare  and  development  of  the 
county  than  he  would  be  were  it  otherwise.  His 
birth  occurred  October  5,  1858.  David  Wood- 
beck,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New 
York  where  he  followed  the  pursuits  of  agricul- 
ture. At  an  early  day  he  emigrated  to  Alle- 
gan County  and  purchased  land  in  Monterey 
Township  where  he  improved  a  farm.  He  served 
two  years  on  the  side  of  the  Union  during  the 
late  war  and  died  in  1870,  his  death  being  the  re- 
sult of  exposures  to  which  he  was  subjected  while 
in  the  army.  In  his  church  relations  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a  man  greatly  respected  in  his  commu- 
nity. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
Mrs.  Ursula  (Kenyon)  Woodbeck,  a  native  of  New 
York.  She  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in 
Otsego. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  order  of 
birth.  He  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  later  at- 
tended two  years  in  the  Allegan  union  schools. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  remained  at  home 
assisting  his  father  until  twent}^  years  of  age.  At 
that  time,  deciding  to  make  a  start  in  life  for  him- 
self, he  went  to  Manhattan,  Kan.,  and  for  the 
following  two  years  was  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  Later,  wishing  to  see  something  of 
the  United  States,  he  joined  the  Haywood  Masto- 
don Minstrels  and  with  that  company  visited  every 
city  of  any  size  in  the  Union. 

In  1886,  J.  D.  Woodbeck  came  to  Otsego  and 
clerked  in  a  drugstore  for  a  twelvemonth,  when  he 
purchased  the  Otsego  Union.  His  extensive  trav- 
els have  made  him  a  delightful  conversationalist, 
and  he  has  the  rare  ability  of  using  his  pen 
with  grace  as  well  as  strength.  Mr.  Woodbeck 
was  married,  January  25,  1889,  to  Ala,  daughter 
of  Hon.  J.  M.  Ballou,  for  a  further  notice  of  whom 
the  reader  is  referred  to  his  sketch  in  another  por- 
tion of  this  volume.     Mrs.  Woodbeck  is  a  very 
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accomplished  lady,  being  a  graduate  from  the  mu- 
sical department  of  the  Ypsilanti  Normal  School. 
She  has  a  large  class  in  music  in  Otsego  and  has 
been  organist  in  the  Congregational  Church  for 
some  time.  Mr.  Woodbeck  is  also  greatly  interes- 
ted in  that  art  and  is  director  of  the  Otsego  Band 
and  Classic  Orchestra,  a  musical  combination 
known  throughout  the  United  States.  They  have 
won  several  prizes  and  furnished  music  at  various 
Chautauqua  Assemblies.  The  band  was  organized 
in  1865,  and  re-organized  under  State  charter  in 
1881. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Woodbeck  is  independent,  and 
socially,  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  He  and  his  ex- 
cellent and  accomplished  wife  are  valuable  acqui- 
sitions to  the  society  of  Otsego  where  they  have 
hosts  of  warm  friends.  Numerous  social  gather- 
ings are  held  at  their  pleasant  home,  and  they  arc 
doing  much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  music  in 
their  community.  Mr.  Woodbeck  is  ambitious  and 
progressive,  and  aspires  to  the  highest  type  of 
journalism. 

jREWSTER  PEABODY.  This  well-known 
f^  farmer  of  Allegan  Township  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  his  birth  occurring  April  26, 
1848.  He  is  at  present  cultivating  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sections  15 
16 J  and  21,  and  he  is  making  a  success  of  his  call- 
ing. Mr.  Peabody  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Ada 
(Brewster)  Peabody,  natives  of  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared  and  married.  The 
father  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  where  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  Government  land  on  section 

15,  Allegan  Township.  When  establishing  a  home 
for  his  family  on  the  new  land,  he  returned  East 
and  brought  them  to  Michigan.  After  clearing 
and  improving  his  purchase,  Jonathan  Peabody 
added  eighty  acres  more  to  his  possessions,  and 
later  increased  the  same  by  forty  acres  on  section 

16.  He  erected  good  frame  buildings  on  each  of 
his  farms,  and  placed  them  under  excellent  cultiva- 
tion. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  continued  to  reside 
upon  their  farm  until  their  death,  the  father  pass- 


ing away  in  1882,  and  the  mother  many  years 
before,  in  1859.  Mr.  Peabody  was  very  prominent 
in  local  affairs,  and  was  always  interested  in  every 
good  work.  He  aided  in  the  erection  of  all  the 
schoolhouses  of  his  district,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  his  vicinity,  of 
which  denomination  he  was  Deacon  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  The  parental  family  included  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz:  An- 
toinette, Mrs.  Pound;  Julia,  Mrs.  Cook;  Louisa, 
Mrs.  Way;  our  subject;  Josephine,  also  a  Mrs. 
Pound;  and  Ethelbert. 

Brewster  Peabody  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  Allegan  High  School,  and,  when  nine- 
teen 3^ears  of  age,  started  out  in  life  for  himself, 
being  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  was 
thus  employed  but  a  short  time,  when,  renting  his 
father's  farm,  he  superintended  its  cultivation  for 
five  years,  and  then  purchased  seventy  acres  on 
section  13  in  Allegan  Township,  and  forty  acres 
on  section  23.  He  made  his  home  on  the  latter 
tract,  where  he  resided  for  twelve  years.  His 
place  bore  all  the  improvements  which  are  to  be 
seen  on  first-class  estates,  and  netted  him  a  com- 
fortable income.  He  sold  his  property  on  section 
23,  and  took  up  his  abode  on  section  15,  which 
was  the  old  homestead.  He  came  to  his  present 
place  in  1887.  His  estate  is  well  stocked  with 
good  grades  of  cattle  and  horses,  the  Jerseys  and 
Clydesdale  being  his  favorites.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  is  ranked  among  the  well-to- 
do  agriculturists  of  this  section. 

Our  subject  and  Miss  Naomi  Davidson,  of 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  were  united  in  marriage  in 
1870.  Mrs.  Peabody  was  the  daughter  of  H.  W. 
and  Damarias  (Lay)  Davidson,  also  natives  of 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1864,  settling  on  section 
16,  Allegan  Township,  wheie  he  now  resides.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Davidson  is  a  Democrat.  Mrs.  David- 
son passed  from  this  earth  in  February,  1892.  Mr. 
Davidson  will  spend  his  declining  years  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Peabody. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peabody  have  been  born  three 
children:  George  J.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Yalley  City  Business  College  at  Grand  Rapids; 
Charles  H.,  who  died  of  diphtheria  when  fifteen 
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years  of  age;  and  Etlielbert  B.  In  politics,  our 
subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  denomination  he  is 
Treasurer  and  Trustee.  He  has  been  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Poor  for  six  years,  and  is  a  man  greatly 
respected  in  Allegan  County.  Mr.  Peabody  has  re- 
cently purchased  eighty  acres  of  Mr.  William  Bliss, 
for  which  he  paid  $7,000,  and  upon  which  there  is 
a  beautiful  building,  where  he  intends  making  his 
future  home.  Mrs.  Peabody  has  recently  received 
forty  acres  from  her  father's  estate  on  section  16. 
This  makes  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
Peabody  farm,  Ijdng  within  half  a  mile  of  Allegan 
village,  and  it  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Allegan 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peabody  may  truly  be 
proud  of  their  estate,  which  is  the  result  of  long 
years  of  toil,  energy  and  enterprise,  and  their 
efforts  are  crowned  with  success. 


^<^EORGE  McKENZIE.  This  gentleman  came 
111  ^__,  to  Michigan  in  1857,  and  located  on  section 
^^li  35,  Geneva  Township,  Yan  Buren  County, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  was  born 
in  what  was  then  Middlesex,  but  is  now  Elgin 
County,  Canada,  in  1823,  and  was  the  son  of  Don- 
ald and  Catherine  (Clunas)  McKenzie,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  married  in  Scotland.  They 
emigrated  to  America  in  1812,  and  locating  in 
New  York,  made  that  State  their  home  onl}^  a  few 
years,  when  they  went  to  Canada,  and  there  rearetl 
a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  we  make  the 
following  mention:  Donald  was  married  and^died 
in  Canada,  leaving  a  family;  Mary  died  when 
young;  John  passed  away  in  the  Dominion;  Cath- 
eiine  became  the  wife  of  John  McLauchlin,  and  re- 
sides in  Canada;  Alexander  died  single;  Jennet 
married  William  Clark,  and  resides  in  Canada;  our 
subject  was  the  youngest  but  one;  Margaret  mar- 
ried Jeremiah  Moore,  and  died  after  coming  to 
Yan  Buren  County,  leaving  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren: George  W.,  of  Bangor;  Almina,  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Pinnell,  and  Donald,  of  Geneva. 

George  McKenzie  and  Miss  Jennet  McLauchlin 
were  united  in  marriage  in  1848,  and  became  the 


parents  of  one  child.  Mrs.  McKenzie  died  in  Can- 
ada, and  in  1854  our  subject  married  his  present 
wife,  Julia  A.  Cascadden,  a  native  of  the  Domin- 
ion. Her  parents  were  Alexander  and  Mary  (Bru- 
ner)  Cascadden,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Canada.  The  Cascadden  family  hailed 
from  Ireland,  and  the  Bruners  from  Holland.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McKenzie  have  had  born  to  them  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  one  excep- 
tion: Josephine  became  the  wife  of  J.  Stewart; 
Alexander  J.  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age;  S. 
Marietta  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Powell,  of  Indiana; 
Byron  makes  his  home  in  Lake  City,  this  State; 
Olive  married  Robert  Brow^n,  of  Chicago;  Sanford 
also  resides  in  Lake  City;  and  Lottie  F.  is  the  wife 
of  William  Abbott. 

In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner  for  twelve 
years.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ten  years, 
and  School  Inspector  for  four.  He  was  Harbor 
Commissioner  at  the  time  the  South  Haven  harbor 
was  constructed,  and  occupied  that  position  for 
four  years.  He  has  been  very  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  is  greatly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him. 

\lt  OSEPH  W.  REED,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
wagon-making  business  at  Covert,  came  to 
Yan  Buren  County  in  1887,  at  which  date 
he  settled  at  South  Haven.  He  was  born  in 
England,  June  26,  1839.  His  parents  were  Stephen 
and  Elizabeth  (Watson)  Reed,  the  father  being  a 
landowner  and  farmer  in  England,  who,  in  about 
1841,  emigrated  with  his  family  to  the  United  States, 
settling  at  Smithfield,  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  parents  soon  after  died,  only  five  weeks 
elapsing  between  their  deaths.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  following 
are  living:     Stephen  and  Joseph  W. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  our  subject  lived 
with  his  sister  until  about  eleven  years  old,  when 
he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  He  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  gained  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  clerking  in  stores  during  the 
winter  for  his  board.  He  resided  for  a  time  in 
Kosciusko  County,  Ind.     In  1862  he  enlisted    as  a 
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soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  was  mustered  in  Oct- 
ober 16,  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Forty-eighth 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  served  till  July  15,  1865 
His  command  was  in  the  Pioneer  Corps.  After 
the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Reed  went  to  Milford,  Ind., 
and  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  time,  coming  from 
there  to  South  Haven,  this  State,  and  in  1871  set- 
tling in  Covert.  On  August  7,  1890,  with  his  son 
he  purchased  a  blacksmithing  business  at  Covert 
which  they  conduct  in  connection  with  their 
wagon  work.  Mr.  Reed  was  married  October  13, 
1862,  to  Mrs.  Catherine  A.  Sherman,  a  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Barbara  Kershner.  She  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  February  6, 1833.  Her  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Germany,  re- 
spectively. When  she  was  eighteen  months  old, 
the  family  removed  to  Kosciusko  County,  Ind., 
and  there  she  resided  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  have  one  child,  Christopher 
Watson,  who  is  in  business  with  his  father  and  is  a 
blacksmith  by  trade.  He  married  Miss  Eva  Enlow. 
Mr.  Reed  has  a  good  home  and  as  a  reward  for  his 
diligence  and  industry  throughout  life,  is  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  He  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  takes  no  very  active  interest 
in  political  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


hm  hm  *■»■  ^ 
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ENRY  M.  MARYIN,  M.  D.  This  gentle- 
man, who  is  now  carrying  on  a  farm  on 
section  22,  Covert  Township,  Yan  Buren 
County,  to  which  he  gives  his  principal  at- 
tention, although  he  does  considerable  work  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  became  a  resident  of  this 
township  in  1884,  although  his  settlement  in  Mich- 
igan dates  from  1844,and  in  1854  he  went  to  Berrien 
County.  Dr.  Marvin  was  born  in  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  11,  1834.  His  parents  were  Benja- 
min and  Hannah  Salina  (Gregory)  Marvin,  natives 
of  New  England.  His  paternal  and  maternal 
grandfathers,  Benjamin  Marvin  and  Benjamin 
.  Gregory,  were  both  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  the  latter  being  an  officer.  His  parents  re- 
moved from  Oswego  County  to  Monroe,  Mich.,  in 


1844,  arriving  on  the  29th  of  November.  His 
father,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Marvin,  was,  while  he 
resided  in  New  York,  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  was  not  very  successful,  and  lost 
considerable  money.  He  had  received  an  educa- 
tion preparatory  to  becoming  a  minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  when  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan, it  was  in  the  capacity  of  a  missionary.  He 
remained  at  Monroe  a  short  time  and  then  went  to 
Saline,  and  afterward  to  Pinckney,  Livingston 
County,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Unadilla,  where  he  took  charge  of 
a  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church.  He  there  died,  No- 
vember 14,  1855.  His  birth  took  place  December 
22,  1789.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born 
February  22,  1790,  her  death  occurring  some  years 
after  that  of  her  husband,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  at  Roscoe,  Ohio. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  large  family  of 
children,  as  follows:  John  Lorenzo,  born  December 
30,  1811,  resides  in  Coloma,  Mich.;  Benjamin  G., 
born  July  4,  1813,  died  in  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  very  eminent  lawyer.  Salina  Sarah  Ann, 
who  was  born  June  4,  1815,  was  married  to  Joab 
Agnew  and  died  in  Roscoe,  Ohio;  Salina  Hannah, 
born  January  27,  1817,  married  Gen.  R.  M.  Ford, 
and  resides  at  Corunna,  Shiawassee  County,  this 
State;  George,  born  February  17,  1819,  died  Octo- 
ber 16,  1820;  George  A.,  born  December  29,  1820, 
and  died  March  14,  1827;  and  Ruth  Darrow,  who 
was  born  October  24,  1822,  became  the  wife  of 
George  Bagwell,  and  resides  in  Newcomerstown, 
Tuscarawas  Countj^,  Ohio.  Three  children  died  in 
infancy.  James,  born  April  5,  1828,  is  mail  agent 
on  the  West  Michigan  Railroad,  which  position  he 
has  held  ever  since  the  route  was  first  organized. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  of  the 
parental  family  and  was  ten  years  old  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Michigan.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  in  his  boyhood  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker,  at  which  he  worked 
for  a  time,  and  also  taught  school  and  read  medi- 
cine. At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  passed  examina- 
tions in  the  medical  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  but  his  diploma  was  withheld 
because  he  was  not  of  age.  He,  however,  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his   profession,  in  which  he 
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continued  until  1869,  being  located  at  Coloma. 
He  then  entered  Rush  Medical  College,  at  Chicago, 
and  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '70.  He  re- 
sumed his  profession  at  Coloma,  and  continued  in 
practice  as  long  as  his  healtli  would  permit,  but  in 
1884  was  obliged  to  give  it  up,  and  concluded  to 
try  the  effects  of  an  outdoor  life  upon  a  farm.  He 
accordingly  purchased  the  land  on  which  he  now 
resides,  and  where  he  has  made  numerous  valuable 
improvements.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  which  are  a  first-class  set 
of  buildings,  and  every  convenience  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  farm  in  a  profitable  manner. 

During  the  Civil  War  Dr.  Marvin  was  for  a  time 
in  active  service,  being  commissioned  on  March  4, 
1864,  as  Surgeon  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  served  as  such  until  September  24  of 
the  same  year,  when  he  passed  the  examinations, 
and  was  commissioned  Assistant  Surgeon  of  Vol- 
unteers, but  was  not  mustered  in,  as  his  commission 
as  Surgeon  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan  Regiment 
would  not  be  accepted.  His  health,  however,  was 
so  poor  at  this  time  that  he  decided  to  return 
home. 

Dr.  Marvin  was  married  May  26,  1856,  to  Helen 
Maria,  daughter  of  Archibald  and  Eliza  Ann  (Tan- 
ner) Stewart.  For  a  more  extended  sketch  of  her 
parents,  see  that  of  Capt.  W.  E.  Stewart.  Mrs.  Marvin 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  May  29,  1836, 
coming  to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  her  marriage 
taking  place  at  Paw  Paw.  The  children  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife  are  as  follows:  Benjamin, 
born  August  14,  1858,  is  a  mechanic  residing  in 
Chicago;  Anna  M.,  born  April  11,  1860,  died  June 
8,  1864;  James  E.,  born  June  24,  1862;  Archie, 
born  September  15,  1865,  died  March  30,  1866; 
Albert,  born  April  15,  1867;  Frank  Stewart,  Nov- 
ember 16,  1869;  Charles  R.,  August  20,  1872; 
Helen  M.,  August  24,  1875,  and  Flora  L.,  August 
28,  1878.  They  have  also  an  adopted  daughter, 
Viola  PI,  the  date  of  whose  birth  is  October  18, 
1853. 

Dr.  Marvin  is  rather  conservative  in  his  views 
and  does  not  belong  to  any  political  party,  using 
his  own  judgment  in  casting  his  ballot  and  voting 
as  he  deems  best  for  the  interests  of  his  county  and 
State.   He  has  never  sought  public  offices,  although 


he  has  filled  several  local  positions  and  was  the 
first  Postmaster  at  Coloma,  in  1856.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Coloma  Lodge,  No.  162,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  was  Master  for  several  years,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  Calvin  Britton  Chapter,  No.  72, 
R.  A.  M.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Garfield 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Coloma,  of  which  he  has  been 
Surgeon.  He  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Coloma,  and  are 
amongst  its  most  liberal  supporters.  Dr.  Marvin 
is  somewhat  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind  and  has 
contributed  articles  to  the  different  medical  jour- 
nals. He  is  a  member  of  the  Berrien  County 
Medical  Society.  Besides  his  present  property  he 
also  owns  his  old  home  at  Coloma. 


\i^ATHANIEL   JEWETT,    whose   success    in 
[      )//  general  farming  and  raising  blooded  stock 

lASc^j  has  placed  him  among  the  most  prosperous 
men  of  his  class  in  Allegan  Township,  where  his 
farming  interests  are  located  on  section  8,  has 
cleared  from  the  forests  that  stood  here  when  he 
first  came  to  this  region  one  of  the  finest  and  best- 
impro.ved  farms  within  the  borders  of  Allegan 
County. 

Mr.  Jewett  was  born  in  the  town  of  Alna,  Lin- 
coln County,  Me.,  March  8,  1827.  He  comes  of 
sturdy  New  England  stock,  and  his  parents,  Na- 
thaniel and  Ellis  (Erskin)  Jewett,  were  also  natives 
of  the  Pine  Tree  State,  and  lived  and  died  amid 
the  pleasant  scenes  of  their  birth.  The  father  was 
an  intelligent,  practical  farmer,  and  had  a  good, 
well-equipped  farm.  In  their  comfortable  home 
he  and  his  good  wife  reared  five  children :  Nathan- 
iel, George  E.,  Laura,  Sarah  A.,  and  John  A.  The 
father  was  an  old-line  Whig  in  politics,  and  he  had 
an  excellent  record  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
His  parents  were  James  and  Ly dia  (Hilton)  Jewett, 
and  they,  too,  were  farmers. 

Our  subject  received  a  sound,  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  village  school  at  Alna,  and  a  no  less 
useful  training  in  all  kinds  of  farm  work  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents  until  he  was   twenty  years  old,  and  he  then 
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began  life  on  his  own  account  by  working  in  a 
sawmill,  in  which  he  was  employed  two  years.  He 
was  ambitious  to  try  his  fortunes  in  what  was 
then  considered  the  'Tar  West/'  and  in  1850  he 
came  to  Michigan,  with  a  good  equipment  of  brain 
and  brawn  for  the  struggle  that  lay  before  him 
ere  he  could  hope  to  secure  a  competency.  For 
five  years  he  was  engaged  in  a  sawmill  at  Sauga- 
tuck,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  in- 
vested a  part  of  his  hard-earned  money  in  the 
tract  of  timber  land  on  section  8,  Allegan  Town- 
ship, from  which  he  has  since  evolved  the  choice 
farm  upon  which  he  is  so  pleasantly  passing  his 
life.  Hard  pioneer  labor  was  required  in  clearing 
off  the  timber,  fencing  it  into  convenient  fields, 
placing  the  soil  under  cultivation,  and  in  erecting 
suitable  buildings,  but  the  task  has  been  well  done, 
and  as  a  result  Mr.  Jewett  has  a  farm  complete  in 
its  appointments — a  fine  residence,  commodious 
and  well-arranged  barns,  granaries,  etc.,  adorning 
the  place,  the  largest  barn  being  84x58  feet  in 
dimensions.  A  good  orchard  of  the  choicest 
fruit  trees  adds  to  its  value.  Mr.  eJewett  devotes 
his  farm,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land,  to  general  farming,  and  has  some 
registered  stock  among  his  fine  herd  of  Durhams, 
and  has  beautiful  Morgan  and  Clydesdale  horses. 
Our  subject  was  married  in  1859  to  Miss  Laura 
Shead,  of  Ganges,  Allegan  County,  and  to  her  de- 
voted assistance  he  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  suc- 
cess that  has  come  to  him  in  his  career  as  an  active, 
independent  farmer.  To  them  have  been  born 
two  children:  Edith  S.,  now  Mrs.  H.  D.  Lane;  and 
Mildred  E.  Mrs.  Jewett  is  a  daughter  of  one  of 
the  early  pioneer  families  of  this  county.  Her 
parents  were  Orra  and  Nancy  (Shipman)  Shead, 
natives  of  Vermont.  Her  father  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  milling  in  his  native  State,  where  he 
was  married.  He  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  1836,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  on  a  prospecting  tour  with  a  view  to 
settling  in  the  wilderness  of  this  State,  which  was 
then  a  Territory.  He  entered  land  in  Ganges 
Township,  Allegan  County,  and  then  started  on 
his  return  to  his  home  in  the  East.  But  he  was 
never  destined  to  see  again  the  hills  and  valleys  of 
Vermont,  as  the  boat  on  which  he  was  voyaging 


across  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  was  burned,  and  he 
perished  with  it.  His  family  came  to  Michigan  in 
1846,  and  settled  on  the  land  that  the  father  had 
taken  in  Ganges  Township,  and  there  the  mother 
died  in  1850.  Of  her  eight  children,  six  are  liv- 
ing: Cornelia,  Mrs.  Goodrich;  Mary,  Mrs.  Sage; 
Louis;  Daniel;  Rhoda,  Mrs.  Wade;  and  Mrs. 
Jewett. 

As  a  man  of  sound  understanding,  of  sagacious 
and  prompt  business  methods,  and  known  to  be 
thoroughly  honorable  and  reliable,  Mr.  Jewett  has 
been  influential  in  the  public  life  of  his  township, 
which  he  has  served  in  various  responsible  oflfices. 
He  has  been  Assessor,  and  he  was  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor  for  seven  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican,  stanch  and  true  to  the  principles  of 
his  party. 
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(^^HOMAS  STEWART,  one  of  the  prominent 
,(lf^^  business  men  of  Allegan,  is  a  manufacturer 
^^^y  of  plows  and  castings,  having  a  large  foun- 
dry in  which  he  does  a  wholesale  and  retail  busi- 
ness. He  is  a  native  of  Monroe  Count}'-,  Ohio, 
born  October  14,  1854.  His  parents,  Uriah  and 
Elizabeth  (Atkins)  Stewart,  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Ohio  respectively,  came  to  Allegan  in  1868. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  after 
his  removal  to  the  West  lived  a  retired  life  until 
his  death  in  1877.  The  mother  departed  this  life 
in  1887.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  farmed 
extensively,  and  reared  a  large  family.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  Ashel  Atkins,  who  married 
Miss  Redwood,  and  they  were  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Ohio,  respectively.  He  was  employed  on  the 
Ohio  River,  where  he  was  also  engaged  in  selling 
wood,  having  a  large  wood-yard  there.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  an  old-line 
Whig.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  reared  a  large  family  of  cliildren. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  fami]}^  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  he  is  the  only  one  living.  He 
was  educated  in  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  and 
reared  upon  a  farm,  where  he  remained  until 
fifteen  years  old.     He  then  learned   the   machine 
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and  foundry  business  at  Allegan,  afterward  going 
to  Grand  Rapids  and  Muskegon,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade.  In  1891  he  returned  to  Allegan  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  his  brother,  W.  Stewart, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  the  previous  year. 
The  circumstances  of  his  death  were  very  distress- 
ing. He  was  in  a  buggy  in  which  were  two  guns, 
and  while  driving  through  a  creek  one  of  the 
wheels  struck  a  log,  and,  one  of  the  guns  being 
about  to  fall  out,  Mr.  Stewart  took  hold  of  it  and 
was  drawing  it  in  when  the  trigger  caught  and  it 
accidentally  went  off,  shooting  him  through  the 
heart,  killing  him  instantly.  He  was  the  owner'of 
the  Eagle  Foundry  Works,  which  our  subject  has 
since  been  operating.  He  left  a  wife  and  four 
children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  1877 
to  Miss  Lucy  Gilbert,  of  Otsego,  Allegan  County, 
a  daughter  of  J.  W.  Gilbert.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  namely:  Claudie  W.,  James  F., 
Charles  W..  Thomas  G.,  and  Lula  M.  Mr.  Stewart 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Socially,  he 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  owns 
a  pleasant  home  in  Allegan,  and  has  a  farm  m 
Pine  Plains.  He  is  one  of  the  industrious  and 
enterprising  men  of  the  village  and  is  highly 
esteemed  as  such. 


ON.  WILSON  C.  EDSELL.  Nothing  is  of 
deeper  interest  to  a  student  of  human 
nature  and  human  events  than  to  trace  the 
career  of  one  who  has  fought  his  way  up 
to  a  position  of  prominence  and  financial  success. 
Mr.  Edsell,  by  dint  of  his  own  pluck,  push  and 
perseverance,  has,  notwithstanding  the  struggles 
of  his  earlier  years,  maintained  a  well-earned  rep- 
utation for  probity  and  for  a  just  consideration  of 
the  rights  of  others. 

The  gentleman  whose  portrait  appears  on  the 
opposite  page,  was  born  in  Pike  Township,  Brad- 
ford County,  Pa.,  July  8,  1814.  His  father,  Jesse 
Edsell,  a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  while  a 
young  man,  moved  to  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  carried  on  farming,  and  died  in   1856,  aged 


seventy-four  years.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject died  when  Jesse  Edsell  was  quite  young.  The 
family  was  of  German  descent.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Polly  (Can field)  Edsell,  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  She  passed  from  this  life  in  1881, 
having  reached  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-four 
years.  She  came  from  a  very  hardy  race  of  people, 
noted  for  their  longevity,  and  was  descended  from 
one  of  three  brothers  who  came  from  Ireland  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Nearly 
all  of  that  family  lived  to  be  eighty,  and  some 
even  ninety-six,  years  old. 

The  parental  family  included  thirteen  children, 
eight  of  whom  lived  to  reach  mature  years,  and 
four  are  still  living.  Our  subject  was  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth,  and  w^as  given  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion. He  remained  on  the  farm  until  reaching  his 
seventeenth  year,  when  he  apprenticed  himself  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  continued  to  work 
at  that  trade  until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he 
came  West  to  Ohio,  and  at  Sandusky  engaged  in 
millwrighting. 

The  Hon.  W.  C.  Edsell  was  united  in  marriage 
in  1840  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Clock,  a  most  estimable 
lady.  Mrs.  Edsell  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  of  German  descent.  After  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  they  both  attended 
college  for  a  few  years,  our  subject  working  at  his 
trade  during  vacations  m  order  to  pay  their  tuition. 
In  1844  John  J.  Shepard,  the  founder  of  Oberlin 
College,  formed  a  colony,  and  migrating  to  Michi- 
gan founded  Olivet  College.  Mr.  Edsell  with  his 
family  joined  the  colony  and  helped  to  organize 
the  college,  of  which  he  w^as  made  one  of  its  Trus- 
tees, Secretar}-  and  Treasurer,  holding  those  re- 
sponsible positions  for  more  than  five  years.  While 
in  Olivet,  Mr.  Edsell  assisted  in  building  grist- 
mills, etc.,  and  became  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens. 

In  September,  1849,  our  subject  came  to  Allegan 
County,  and,  locating  in  Otsego,  purchased  large 
tracts  of  land.  His  superior  executive  ability  was 
soon  recognized  by  his  fellow-townsmen  and  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and,  opening  an  office 
did  a  collection  business.  During  the  interim  he 
applied  himself  diligently  to  the  study  of  law  and  in 
1856  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.     He  held  the  posi- 
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tion  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  sixteen  years, 
carrying  on,  in  connection  with  that  position,  the 
practice  of  law. 

In  company  with  his  son-in-law,  Herbert  N.  Peck, 
Mr.  Edsell  organized  the  first  bank  in  Otsego.  It 
was  a  private  bank  and  was  opened  in  1869.  In 
1879,  however,  Mr.  Peck  withdrew  from  the  busi- 
ness and  Charles  W.  Edsell,  a  son  of  our  subject, 
took  an  interest  in  the  project.  Our  subject,  in 
connection  with  his  other  interests,  has  been  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  dealing  in  real  estate,  owning 
at  the  present  time  two  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land  surrounding  the  village  of  Otsego.  At  one 
time  his  possessions  numbered  one  thousand  acres, 
but  he  has  since  disposed  of  the  greater  portion  of 
his  land.  He  also  owned  one  thousand  acres  in 
another  part  of  the  county.  He  owns  stock  in  the 
Otsego  Chair  Company,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
business  enterprises  in  this  section,  and  has  large 
interests  in  business  and  residence  property  in 
Otsego. 

The  Hon.  W.  C.  Edsell  was  elected  to  represent 
the  people  of  his  district  in  the  State  Senate  in 
1865-77-81.  While  in  that  body  he  served  on 
the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Corporations,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Benevolence. 
He  was  Chairman,  in  1881,  of  the  Educational 
Committee,  who  revised  the  whole  system  of  school 
laws.  He  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party  un- 
til 1881,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  stanch 
Prohibitionist.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  acted  as  delegate  to  many  State 
conventions.  Mr.  Edsell  w^as  appointed  by  Gov. 
Blair  Trustee  for  the  Kalamazoo  Insane  Asylum, 
serving  in  that  position  for  two  years.  He  has 
always  been  an  ardent  temperance  man  and  has 
done  much  toward  forwarding  the  cause  of  pro- 
hibition in  his  community.  He  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  paper  mill  for  Otsego,  one  of  the 
turning  points  in  the  matter  being  the  fact  that 
there  were  no  saloons  in  Otsego. 

Mrs.  Esdell  passed  from  this  life  in  1866,  leaving 
four  children:  Alice,  Helen  and  Sarah,  who  are  de- 
ceased, and  Charles  W.  Our  subject  was  married 
a  second  time,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Clara  Hughes,  who 
was  a  native  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  To  them  has 
been  born  one  daughter,  Esther,  who  is  the  wife 


of  Herbert  H.  Martin  dale,  of  Otsego.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edsell  are  influential  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  with  which  denomination  our 
subject  has  been  connected  since  1840.  He  is  active 
in  church  work  and  has  served  his  congregation 
as  Trustee,  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  each  in  turn 
for  many  years.  He  has  always  been  a  liberal  and 
cheerful  giver  to  all  charitable  purposes,  and  his 
wise  course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  any 
worthy  object  is  well  known  to  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  State.  He  is 
one  of  those  cultured  and  enterprising  citizens 
who  favor  progress,  and  he  possesses  that  cordial, 
kindly  spirit  which  makes  warm  friends  and  stanch 
adherents.  He  and  his  excellent  wife  fully  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  books  and  their 
beautiful  home  is  adorned  with  a  well-selected 
library  which  stamps  them  as  people  of  culture 
and  education.  We  are  pleased  to  present  in  our 
list  of  the  best  citizens  of  Allegan  County,  a 
sketch  of  the  Hon.  W.  C.  Edsell. 
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OGDEN  TOMLINSON.  This  gentleman,  who 
holds  the  position  of  Postmaster  at  Plain- 
well,  and  at  the  same  time  carries  on  his 
profession  of  a  lawyer,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  that  place  and  highly  esteemed  for  his  in- 
tegrity of  character.  He  is  a  native  of  LeRoy, 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  his  birth  having  taken 
place  January  17,  1840. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Tomlinson,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1796.  He  removed 
to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  the 
trade  of  a  millwright,  building  and  owning  a  mill 
at  that  place.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Port  Wash- 
ington, Wis.,  where  he  became  interested  in  milling 
for  a  time.  In  1862,  he  returned  to  New  York, 
locating  at  Le  Roy,  where  he  gave  up  active  busi- 
ness and  lived  a  retired  life  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  in  1869,  when  he  was  seventy-eight 
years  old.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  18  J  2, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  a  Supervisor.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  was  a 
well-known  and  prominent  man  in  the  community 
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where  he  resided.  He  was  three  times  married, 
having  Hye  children  by  his  first  wife.  His  second 
wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Dorothy  Hitchcock,  was  a  native  of 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  Her  death  took  place  in 
1861.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one  living.  No 
children  were  born  of  the  third  marriage. 

Ogden  Tomlinson  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  supplemented  by  a 
short  course  in  Lima  (N.  Y.)  University,  his 
father  at  that  time  removing  to  Wisconsin  with 
his  family.  While  in  Wisconsin,  he  did  general 
work  in  the  mills  for  a  short  time.  He  then  re- 
turned to  New  York  and  clerked  in  a  store  for  his 
brother,  at  Pavilion,  for  about  two  years.  The 
store  was  burned  and  our  subject  returned  to 
Wisconsin. 

This  was  about  the  time  when  the  call  to  arms 
was  heard  throughout  the  country,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 17,  1861,  Mr.  Tomlinson  enlisted  in  the  Six- 
teenth Wisconsin  Infantry.  So  intensely  loyal 
was  he,  that  he  left  his  home  when  his  mother  was 
at  the  point  of  death  and  a  sister  was  seriously  ill. 
He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his 
discharge  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  June  26,  1865.  The 
first  battle  in  which  he  was  engaged  was  at 
Corinth.  He  spent  most  of  the  year  of  1862  in  the 
Oxford  campaign,  where  some  lively  skirmishing 
was  experienced.  His  command  was  stationed  at 
Lake  Provence  during  the  siege  of  Yicksburg,  and 
held  an  outpost,  twelve  miles  scmth  of  there,  during 
the  winter  of  1862  and  1863.  He  joined  Sherman's 
army  in  Tennessee  and  was  in  all  the  noted  battles 
around  and  including  that  at  Atlanta, and  was  one 
who  took  that  famous  march  to  the  sea.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  three  years  for  which  he  enlisted, 
he  veteranized  and  re-enlisted. 

After  his  return  from  the  army,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  for  a  short  time  at 
Le  Roy,  N.  Y.,  but  eventually  closed  that  out  and 
went  to  Wisconsin.  He  then  decided  to  go  to 
Kansas  and  take  up  a  homestead.  He  located  in 
Marion  County,  that  State,  where  he  remained 
about  four  years  and  proved  up  a  quarter  section 
which  he  afterwards  sold.  He  then  came  to  Alle- 
gan, Mich.,  where  he  became  a  student  in  the  law 


office  of  Williams,  Arnold  &  Padgham.  In  1874, 
after  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  entered  the 
practice  of  law  with  Mr.  Padgham.  In  1875,  he 
came  to  Plainwell  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
Silas  Stafford.  In  1880,  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  A.  H.  Fenn,  at  Allegan,  but  retained  his 
residence  at  Plainwell.  He  served  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  at  Allegan,  after  which  he  was  made 
Register  of  Probate  for  the  same  county.  He  was 
appointed  Postmaster  at  Plainwell,  April  1,  1891, 
and  is  at  present  filling  that  office  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  public.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  been  a  delegate  to  State  conventions. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  The  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, in  the  latter  of  which  he  is  Commander  of 
the  Post  at  Plainwell.  He  served  as  President  of 
the  Village  Board  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  was  married  August  31,  1865,  to 
Mary  E.  Wareham,  a  native  of  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
John  and  Cleo. 
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ARREN  A.  WOOD  WORTH,  who  is  a 
prominent  attorney-at-law  in  the  village 
of  Saugatuck,  Allegan  County,  is  a  son  of 
Augustus  W.  and  Violetta  (Bowker)  Woodworth, 
natives  of  New  York.  His  birth  took  place  in  Al- 
legany County,  N.  Y.,  May  26, 1836,  where  he  was 
reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  boy.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  finding  this  occupation  entirely  too  mon- 
otonous for  his  active  mind,  he  determined  to  see 
something  of  the  world  for  himself,  and  according- 
ly started  out  to  make  his  fortune.  He  engaged 
in  various  occupations,  among  the  rest  becoming  a 
school  teacher  for  eleven  years,  and  for  two  years 
lecturing  on  phrenology  and  temperance.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  by  his  own  efforts,  reading 
the  best  books  and  using  his  power  of  of)servation 
to  good  advantage.  He  finally  became  a  student 
in  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  after- 
ward in  the  Law  School  at  Ann  Arbor,  during  the 
years  1862  and  1863.  He  then  opened  an  office  in 
Ganges,owning  a  farm  in  the  township  by  that  name, 
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on  which  he  resided  until  about  fifteen  years  ago 
when  he  removed  to  Saugatuck  where  he  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
ever  since.  In  1890  he  took  in  Charles  N.  Thew 
as  a  partner,  and  their  business  is  increasing  and 
proving  very  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Wood  worth  was  married  in  1864  to  Mary 
A.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Miller,  and  a  native 
of  New  York.  Three  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  namely:  Charles  H.,  who  died  when  ten 
years  old;  Nellie  S.  who  married  William  L.  Naugh- 
tin  and  resides  in  Chicago;  Saburna  G.,  who  is  yet 
at  home.  In  April,  1891,  this  happy  household 
met  with  a  great  grief  in  the  loss  of  the  beloved 
wife  and  mother.  She  was  a  most  estimable  wo- 
man and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Wood  worth  started  in  life  a  poor  boy  and 
deserves  great  credit  for  the  industry  and  perse- 
verance by  which  he  has  won  his  way  to  his  pres- 
ent position.  He  now  owns  a  fine  farm  in  Ganges 
and  also  in  Saugatuck,  where  he  raises  large  quan- 
tities of  the  fine  fruit  for  which  this  State  is  fa- 
mous. In  politics,  he  is  a  Prohibitionist,  carrying 
out  his  views  in  practice  as  well  as  principle.  He 
has  held  various  local  offices  and  has  been  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner  and  School  Superintendent. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  are  foremost  in  all  good  works. 
Mr.  Wood  worth's  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  his  maternal  grand- 
father in  the  War  of  1812. 


"o^- 


y  ALTER  MEREDITH  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock-raisers,  and  an  exten- 
sive lumber  manufacturer  of  Allegan 
County,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
successful  business  men  of  this  section.  He  has  a 
beautiful  home  on  his  large  and  well-appointed 
farm  on  section  5,  Martin  Township,  and  has  be- 
sides other  valuable  landed  interests  in  different 
places. 

Mr.  Meredith  is  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  his  birth  occurring  in  Alexander  Township, 
September  14,  1840.  His  father,  David  Meredith, 
who  was  a  pioneer  of  Southern  Michigan,  was  born 


in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Mere- 
dith, who  is  also  supposed  to  have  been  aPennsyl- 
vanian  by  birth.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  in  his  native  State  by  a  Quaker  farmer.  He 
went  to  New  York  in  early  manhood,  and  was 
married  there  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  Haw- 
kins. Her  father  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  and  to  have  been  of  Welsh  des- 
cent. She  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  and  there 
she  and  her  husband  located  after  marriage.  Her 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  fortj^-eight  j^ears. 
She  was  the  mother  of  ^ve  children  all  of  whom 
are  living,  as  follows:  Evans,  a  resident  of  Osh- 
temo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County;  Marion,  a 
resident  of  Way  land  Township;  Walter  and  War- 
ren, the  latter  of  whom  is  a  twin  brother  of  our 
subject,  and  lives  on  the  old  Meredith  homestead 
in  Portage  Township;  and  Maggie,  wife  of  Eugene 
Beck  with,  of  Pavilion  Township.  In  1843  the 
father  of  our  subject  removed  with  his  family  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  became  actively  identified 
with  its  pioneers.  He  first  selected  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  wood  on  the  present  site  of  Pavilion  Town- 
ship, cleared  a  space  upon  which  to  build  a  log 
house,  18x24  feet  in  dimensions,  and  during  his 
ten  years'  residence  on  that  place  put  consider- 
able of  the  land  under  cultivation.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  he  removed  to  Portage  Township, 
with  whose  development  and  farming  interests  he 
was  identified  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years. 

Walter  Meredith  was  three  years  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  Michigan  to  found  a  new  home  in 
the  forest  wilds  of  Kalamazoo  County.  His  char- 
acter w^as  moulded  and  strengthened  by  pioneer 
influences,  and  he  early  manifested  the  sturdy  self- 
reliance,  independence  of  thought  and  act,  and 
ability  to  plan  and  carry  out  his  schemes  wisely 
that  have  had  so  important  a  bearing  on  his  suc- 
cess in  life.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  his  educa- 
tion in  a  primitive  log  schoolhouse  in  Pavilion 
Township,  and  completed  it  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  town  of  Portage.  He  had  quite  a  talent  for 
mechanics,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced  to 
work  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  was  employed 
at  that  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old,  having 
in  the  meantime  assisted  in  the  erection  of  many 
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buildings  in  Kalamazoo  County.  He  was  married 
in  December  31,  1866,  and  remained  in  Kalamazoo 
two  years  after  that  event,  and  then  located  where 
he  now  resides  in  Martin  Township,  he  having 
previously  purchased  this  farm,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  it  being  cleared  before  he 
moved  onto  it.  He  built  a  small  fram.e  house, 
in  which  he  and  his  family  lived  until  1883,  when 
he  erected  his  present  handsome  residence,  at  the 
cost  of  $4,000,  building  it  himself,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  houses  in  the  county.  It  is  of  a  mo- 
dern and  tasteful  style  of  architecture,  is  hand- 
somely furnished,  and  the  rooms  are  beautifully 
finished  in  different  kinds  of  woods,  such  as  cheriy, 
oak,  black  walnut,  etc.  Good  barns  and  other 
building  complete  the  appointments  of  a  model 
farm.  Besides  this  homestead  of  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  which  he  has  improved  himself ,  Mr. 
Meredith  has  a  great  deal  of  other  valuable  pro- 
perty, he  being  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the 
county. 

He  has  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
the  Gun  River  Flats,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  acres  in  Wayland  Township,  the  most  of 
which  is  improved,  making  his  landed  possessions 
mount  up  to  six  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres.  He 
owns  a  sawmill,  with  a  capacity  of  fifteen  thousand 
feet  per  day, for  making  railway  ties  and  does  a  large 
business  in  that  line,  besides  carrying  on  farming 
and  stock-raising  extensively,  employing  four  or 
five  men  on  his  farm  all  the  time  besides  those  at 
work  in  the  mill.  He  has  his  farm  well  stocked 
with  fine  blooded  horses,  with  high-grade  cattle, 
and  with  swine  and  sheep  of  the  best  breeds. 

Mr.  Meredith  was  married  December  31,  1866, 
in  Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  by 
Clarke  Kellogg,  to  Melvina,  the  first  daughter  and 
second  child  of  Burton  and  Charlana  (Adams) 
Johnson.  Mrs.  Meredith  was  born  in  Portage 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  October  16,  1843, 
and  was  there  reared.  Her  father,  a  well-known  pio- 
neer of  that  section,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
he  lived  among  the  green  hills  of  that  State  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  ho  went  to  New 
York.  He  came  thence  to  Michigan  in  1839,  and 
in  time  improved  a  farm  in  Kalamazoo  County. 
He  afterward   came  to  Allegan   County,  and  his 


last  days  were  spent  in  Wayland  Township,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His 
wife,  who  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  daughter  and  son-in-law  of  whom  we  write, 
was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  March  23, 
1816.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meredith  have  had  seven 
children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
Walter  Burton,  who  resides  at  home;  Cora,  wife  of 
James  Keith,  a  cable-car  conductor  on  the  North 
Side  of  Chicago;  David  Warren,  whow^as  drowned 
in  a  well  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Jennie,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  months;  and  Josephine,  who  is 
ten  years  old;  John  who  is  eight  years  old,  and 
Marian,  who  is  six  years  old. 

Our  subject  enjoys  a  high  personal  standing 
throughout  the  county  and  wherever  known,  not 
only  as  a  man  of  honor  and  sound  financial  integ- 
rity, whose  business  acumen,  rare  judgment  and 
far-seeing  enterprise  have  been  of  great  service  in 
extending  the  interests  of  this  section ;  but  he  is 
also  popular  on  account  of  genial  qualities,  warm 
heart  and  true  generosity,  which  have  drawn  to 
him  many  friends  from  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. He  is  public  spirited,  and  liberal  in  expend- 
ing his  means  to  further  all  feasible  projects  for  in- 
ternal improvements,  or  in  his  contributions  to- 
wards all  worthy  objects  that  come  under  his 
notice. 


>^^{ 


m\ 


)AN  RENSLAER  WADS  WORTH  is  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  residing  on  section  34,  Sauga- 
tuck  Tow^nship,  Allegan  County.  His  farm 
comprises  sixt}^  acres  of  excellent  land,  w^liich  is 
under  most  thorough  cultivation,  and  is  devoted 
largely  to  fruit-growing.  Our  subject  is  the  son 
of  James  and  Maluncy  (Philips)  Wadsworth,  and 
the  grandson  of  Theodore  Wadsworth,  who  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Montgomery  (now  Felton)  County,  N.  Y.,  Febru- 
ary 16,  1825.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  remain- 
ing at  home  assisting  his  father  until  reaching  his 
majorit}'.  When  starting  out  in  life  for  himself, 
he  purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the  McYae 
farm  in  Ganges  Township.     He  cleared  his  prop- 
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erty  of  the  forest,  and  put  it  in  excellent  condi- 
tion; then  becoming  somewhat  restless,  he  disposed 
of  that  fine  property  in  1865,  and  removed  to  Mis- 
souri. There  he  bought  a  tract  of  four  hundred 
acres,  but  only  remained  there  about  eight  months, 
when  he  sold  and  returned  to  Michigan,  poorer  in 
pocket,  but  richer  in  experience.  At  that  time  he 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  at  present  resides. 
It  was  in  its  primitive  condition  when  it  came  into 
his  possession,  but  under  his  wise  management  it 
has  been  made  to  yield  a  generous  increase,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township. 

James  W.  Wads  worth,  the  father  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was  the  third 
settler  in  Ganges  Township,  Allegan  County,  to 
which  place  he  came  in  1838.  Our  subject  at  that 
time  was  onlj^  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  well  re- 
members the  privations  and  hardships  which  the 
family  endured  at  that  early  day.  There  were  no 
roads  laid  out,  and  the  nearest  market  was  at  Alle- 
gan, twenty  miles  distant.  There  were  no  stores, 
schools  or  churches,  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  being  erected  in  1844.  Mr.  Wadsworth, 
of  this  sketch,  became  identified  with  the  society 
at  that  time,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  its  support. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Maria 
Collins,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Collins,  and  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State.  Mrs.  Wadsworth  was 
born  in  New  York,  September  23,  1825,  and  the 
ceremony  which  united  her  with  our  subject  oc- 
curred April  7,  1850.  That  union  has  been  blessed 
with  eight  children:  Leonidas  D.,  born  in  1851,  is 
married  to  Emma  Derby,  and  resides  in  Ganges 
Township,  Allegan  County;  Mary  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 27, 1853,  married  Edward  Hutchins,  and  also 
makes  her  home  in  Ganges  Township;  Lucius,  born 
May  20,  1855,  died  February  13,  1861;  Emma  M., 
born  February  18,  1857,  died  February  10,  1861; 
Alice,  born  December  21,  1859,  died  March  12, 
1861;  Melissa,  born  September  27,  1860,  died  in 
June,  1861;  Willie,  born  April  23, 1862,  is  married 
to  Cora  Smith,  and  resides  in  Saugatuck  Township, 
Allegan  County;  Hettie  M.  was  born  November 
14, 1864,  and  is  married  to  Henry  Lamb;  she  makes 
her  home  with  her  parents. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Wadsworth  is  a  Greenbacker,  and 


takes  great  interest  in  the  workings  of  that  party 
He  has  held  offices  of  pubhc  trust  in  the  township, 
and  is  greatly  esteemed  personally  for  his  many 
good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  His  good  wife 
is  a  very  intelligent  and  capable  lady,  and  is  noted 
for  her  skill  as  a  housewife  and  caretaker.  We  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  place  before  our  readers  a 
sketch  of  so  worthy  a  couple.  Our  subject,  wife 
and  youngest  daughter,  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
dist  Episcopal  Church. 


TlU^ON.  JOHN  KOLVOORD.  This  prominent 
citizen  of  Otsego  was  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  to  represent  the  people  of 
Allegan  County  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  1890.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he  served 
on  many  important  committees,  such  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Schools,  Rivers,  Harbors  and 
Manufacturing.  He  gave  entire  satisfaction  to 
his  constituents,  performing  all  the  duties  which 
lay  before  him  in  a  capable  manner. 

The  Hon.  John  Kolvoord  was  born  in  Holland 
Township,  Ottawa  County,  this  State,  September 
2,  1852,  and  being  a  native  of  the  State,  his  in- 
terests more  naturally  center  here  than  they  other- 
wise would.  His  direct  progenitor  was  John 
Kolvoord,  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Overisel, 
Holland,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
wood-turner.  In  1847  he  decided  to  make  his 
home  in  the  New  World,  and,  emigrating  hither, 
came  directly  to  Michigan.  He  and  A.  C.  Yan 
Ralte  came  to  this  country  at  the  head  of  a  colony, 
the  compan}^  remaining  in  Milwaukee  until  the 
two  gentlemen  prospected  for  a  location.  They 
finally  determined  to  settle  in  Ottawa  County,  and 
thus  originated  the  town  of  Holland. 

The  colony  which  laid  out  the  town  of  Holland 
were  the  first  settlers  in  that  region,  and  entered 
from  the  Government  large  tracts  of  land  which 
they  set  about  to  clear  and  improve  into  good 
farms.  Our  subject's  father,  in  addition  to  his 
farm,  erected  a  flouring  mill,  which  was  the  first 
of  its  kind  between  Allegan  and  Grand  Rapids. 
The  mill  was  run  by  w^ater  power,  and  while  Mr. 
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Kolvoord  worked  at  his  trade  in  Allegan,  his  wife 
mana.2[ed  the  mill,  grinding  from  fifty  to  sixty 
bushels  of  corn  or  wheat  per  week.  The  father 
died  in  1855,  when  only  about  forty  years  of  age. 
Previous  to  coming  to  the  United  States,  he  had 
served  m  the  Holland  army  for  three  years,  during 
the  Belgian  War.  He  was  very  prominent  in 
business  circles,  and  much  respected  for  his  honest 
and  upright  life.  In  his  church  relations  he  was 
a  zealous  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
and,  being  a  gifted  speaker,  took  an  active  part  in 
the  work  of  that  body. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Kolvoord  was  Grietie 
(Blink)  Kolvoord,  and,  upon  the  death  of  her 
husband,  was  left  with  the  care  of  four  children. 
Only  a  few  acres  of  their  farm  were  cleared  at  that 
time  and  the  hardships  which  they  endured  have 
made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  mind  of  our 
subject.  He  was  the  second  of  the  four  sons,  and 
only  three  years  old  when  his  father  died.  At  the 
early  age  of  eleven  years,  he  began  to  earn  his  own 
living  by  working  out  on  a  farm  for  his  board. 
The  next  jesiv  he  received  $20  for  his  labors.  He 
was  to  have  had  three  months'  schooling  during 
the  year,  but  six  weeks  after  entering  upon  his 
duties  his  employer  was  taken  sick  so  that  his 
advantages  in  obtaining  an  education  have  been 
very  limited. 

Our  subject  worked  out  for  others  for  three 
years,  when,  with  an  elder  brother,  he  returned 
home,  carrying  their  trunk  for  twelve  miles. 
Our  subject  remained  at  home  caring  for  his 
mother  until  reaching  his  seventeenth  year.  He 
then  went  to  Saugatuck,  where  he  worked  during 
the  summer  in  a  shingle  mill;  then,  becoming  fire- 
man, he  held  that  position  for  four  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  he  again  returned  home, 
and  remained  with  his  mother  a  twelvemonth, 
when  he  launched  out  into  the  hardware  business. 
He  carried  on  his  trade  in  that  line  with  good 
success  for  eighteen  months  at  Overisel,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  stock  of  goods,  and,  going  to 
Hamilton,  Allegan  County,  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  and  grocery  business.  He  remained  there 
for  two  and  one-half  years,  when,  in  the  spring  of 
1881,  he  sold  his  interests  to  his  youngest  brother 
and  purchased  the  sawmill  which    he   operates  at 


the  present  time.  Mr.  Kolvoord  is  also  much 
interested  in  real  estate  in  Otsego,  where  he  has 
lately  erected  a  beautiful  residence.  His  home 
bears  all  the  modern  improvements  and  conven- 
iences which  make  of  it  a  model  dwelling. 

In  the  fall  of  1877,  the  Hon.  John  Kolvoord  was 
married  to  Gezina  Teravest,  a  native  of  Holland. 
She  accompanied  her  parents  on  their  removal  to 
the  New  World  in  1870.  Mrs.  Kolvoord  passed 
from  this  life  June  16,  1884,  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  She  bore  her  husband  two  children, 
Jennie  and  John.  Our  subject  was  again  married, 
in  August,  1885,  to  Jennie  Ackersock,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  to  them  have  been  born  one  child, 
Florence. 

In  his  political  affiliation,  Mr.  Kolvoord  casts  his 
vote  and  influence  in  favor  of  the  candidates  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  has  represented  his 
party  to  the  county,  district  and  State  conventions 
and  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  politics.  He 
keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  on  the  political 
issues  of  the  day,  and  is  well-read  on  current 
events.  Although  the  Democratic  party  was  in 
the  minority  in  Allegan  County  when  our  subject 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  yet  he  received  a 
handsome  majority  over  his  opponent. 

Persistent  industry  and  economy  will  claim 
their  reward,  as  has  been  fully  illustrated  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  Kolvoord.  He  commenced  life  with  no 
assistance  whatever,  and  to-day  ranks  among  the 
prominent  and  wealthy  citizens  of  Allegan  County. 
He  has  had  much  to  overcome,  and  can  relate 
many  an  interesting  tale  of  pioneer  experiences. 
He  did  not  own  a  pair  of  leather  shoes  until  after 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  and  earned  them  for  him- 
self. It  is  with  much  pride  that  he  now  views  his 
possessions,  knowing  that  they  are  the  result  of  his 
own  labors. 


my^ 


■^^■s*i'- 


OBERT  G.    WINN.     This  fine   old  gentle- 
man, who  has  been  a  successful  farmer,  is 


one  of  the  prominent  men  in  Ganges  Town- 
S^iship,  Allegan  Count}^  He  was  born  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  in  1816,  and  is  the  son  of  Joshua 
and  Martha  Winn.     His  father,  who  was  born  in 
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Yermont,  in  1792,  was  there  reared  on  a  farm  and 
received  a  good  common -school  education. 

Joshua  Winn  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  in  1810,  with  Martha  Griffin.  To  them 
were  born  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased, 
with  the  exception  of  our  subject.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife,  the  elder  Mr.  Winn  married  Mary 
Wakefield,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of  three 
children  who  are  yet  living:  Stephen,  Laura  and 
Theopholus.  Joshua  Winn  and  his  wife  were  Qua- 
kers, as  were  also  the  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  Jacob  and  Phebe  Winn,  natives  of  Eng- 
land, who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when 
young. 

Robert  O.  Winn  was  given  a  good  common- 
school  education,  and  when  starting  out  in  hfe  on 
his  own  account  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  seven  years.  When  twenty 
years  of  age,  he  came  West  to  Michigan,  and,  loca- 
ting in  Detroit,  remained  there  a  short  time,  when 
he  went  to  Kalamazoo.  In  that  city  he  prosecuted 
his  trade  of  carpenter  for  five  j^ears,  previous  to 
his  coming  to  Manlius  Township,  Allegan  County. 
In  the  above-named  township,  Mr.  Winn  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  unimproved  land,  which  he 
lived  upon  until  1855,  when  he  disposed  of  that 
tract  and  bought  a  farm  in  Ganges  Township, 
which  was  at  that  time  partly  improved.  In  1871, 
our  subject  purchased  his  present  home  place, 
where  he  has  since  been  a  continuous  resident.  He 
has  given  the  greater  portion  of  his  estate  to  his  chil- 
dren, reserving  only  thirty  acres  for  himself.  Thut 
amount  he  has  in  fruit,  thus  making  it  a  most  de- 
lightful place  in  which  to  spend  the  summer 
months. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married,  in  1839, 
to  Deborah  Carey,  and  to  them  were  born  a  family 
of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Ralph,  Lyda  (Mrs.  Arthur  McCarthy),  and  Susan, 
the  widow  of  Delancy  Collins.  After  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Winn,  our  subject  was  married  to  Sophia, 
daughter  of  David  and  Sally  Hutchins.  Their 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
Mary,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Piper.  Mrs. 
Sophia  Winn  passed  from  this  life  in  1871,  when 
our  subject  was  a  third  tinoie  married,  his  present 
wife  being  Mrs.  Ruth  (Moore)  Stilson.    Mrs.  Winn 


became  the  mother  of  eleven  children  by  her  first 
marriage,  nine  of  whom  are  living. 

The  political  creed  of  our  subject  is  found  in  the 
tenets  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  popular  in 
his  township,  and  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
represent  his  townsmen  in  public  office.  In  religious 
matters  he  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  his  younger  days,  Mr.  Winn  was  in 
the  Canadian  rebellion  known  as  Patrick's  Rebel- 
lion. It  was  on  account  of  the  position  that  he 
took  in  that  affair  that  he  was  compelled  to  come 
to  the  United  States. 


m>^¥r<:^ 


.^-^^ 


W  OHN  L.  WHEELER.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  biograph- 
/^  ical  sketch  has  for  a  number  of  years  been 
^^f^^  engaged  in  settling  disputes,  and  is  the 
present  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Plain  well.  His 
parents  were  Cyrus  and  Elizabeth  (Snyder)  Wheeler, 
the  father  born  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  No- 
vemJ^er  20,  1791.  Our  subject's  birth  occurred  in 
Marion,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  July  15,  1824. 

Moses  Wheeler,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
came  to  the  United  States  with  two  brothers,  who 
located  in  Massachusetts.  He  followed  the  ocean 
prior  to  his  marriage  with  Maiy  D.  Brainard,  who 
came  of  a  noted  family  during  the  early  days  in  Con- 
necticut, many  members  of  whom  were  ministers. 
Cyrus  Wheeler,  the  father  of  John  L.,  removed  to 
New  York  after  his  marriage,  where  he  made  his 
home  on  a  farm  until  his  decease,  in  1852.  He 
helped  to  survey  a  great  portion  of  Wayne  County 
and  thus  became  familiar  with  all  the  corner-stones 
of  that  section.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  and  often  had  services  held 
in  his  home.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey  and  passed  away  in  1860,  when  in  her 
seventy-eighth  year,  firm  in  the  faith  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Of  their  family  of  thir- 
teen children  only  two  are  living:  our  subject  and 
his  brother  Benjamin  P.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Kalamazoo. 

John  L.  Wheeler  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schoolhouse  which 
stood  on  a  portion  of  his  parental  estate.     When 
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eighteen  years  of  age,  his  father  gave  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm  to  him,  the  operations  of  which 
were  admirably  and  successfully  conducted.  He 
continued  thus  engaged  until  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents, when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Martin  Township,  Allegan  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm.  In  1884,  Mr.  Wheeler  retired  from 
the  active  life  of  an  agriculturist  and  removed  to 
Plainwell,  where  he  makes  his  home  at  the  present 
time.  The  marriage  ceremony  which  united  Mr. 
Wheeler  and  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Miller  was  per- 
formed in  1858.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  a  native  of 
New  York  and  the  daughter  of  Bartholomew  and 
Elizabeth  (Dennis)  Miller,  natives  respectively  of 
Sing  Sing  and  Troy,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  a  sil- 
versmith and  was  working  at  his  trade  in  New 
York  City  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  The  young 
couple  soon  emigrated  to  this  State  and  settled  in 
Plainwell  when  there  was  nothing  more  than  a 
few  scattering  houses  where  that  flourishing  vil- 
lage stands.  Mr.  Miller  is  now  in  his  eightieth 
year,  his  wife  being  seventy-seven.  Mrs.  Wheeler 
is  their  only  child  and  received  good  educational 
advantages.  Her  parents  have  lived  together  for 
fifty-seven  years  and  are  among  the  oldest  settlers 
of  this  section. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  one 
daughter,  Adella,  who  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents.  She  has  been  given  a  good  education  and 
is  an  intelligent  and  cultured  young  lady.  She  is 
now  on  a  trip  to  Florida  for  the  improvement  of 
her  health.  In  politics,  Mr.  Wheeler  votes  with  the 
Republican  party  and  on  that  ticket  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  when  only  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  in  New  York.  After  coming  to  Michigan 
he  served  two  terms  in  that  position  in  Martin 
Township.  He  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that 
office  in  Plainwell. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  owns  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  near  the  village  of  Martin,  which 
he  has  greatly  improved  since  locating  upon  it  in 
1869.  He  is  at  present  residing  at  his  beautiful 
home  on  North  Main  Street,  where  he,  with  his 
family,  entertains  hosts  of  friends.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  Mr. Wheeler,  Peter  and  Mary(Larri- 
som)  Snyder,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  They 
later  removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  settled  on  the 
14 


banks  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  where  they  re- 
sided until  their  death.  The  grandfather  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  that  section  and  was  very  wealthy, 
owning  large  tracts  of  land.  He  also  owned  a  tan- 
nery and  carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  the 
manufacture  of  leather.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  became  very  wealthy  and  are  residing 
in  different  parts  of  the  States.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a 
constant  worker,  and  it  is  the  prayer  of  all  his 
friends  that  he  and  his  good  wife  may  long  be 
spared   to  shed  abroad  their  beneficent  influence. 


RANK  LITTLE,  of  Kalamazoo,  eldest  son 
of  Henry  and  Ruth  (Fuller)  Little,  was 
born  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  September  29, 
1823.  The  family  emigrated,  in  October,  1831, 
to  the  then  Territor}^  of  Michigan,  which  had  re- 
cently been  purchased  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Indians,  surveyed  and  offered  for 
sale.  The  pioneer  family  settled  upon  a  large 
prairie  farm  in  Richland,  Kalamazoo  County. 

During  boyhood,  Mr.  Little  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm,  acquiring  in  the  meantime  a  practical 
education.  Leaving  home  in  September,  1844,  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Grand  Rapids,  Rich- 
land and  Kalamazoo,  and  conducted  the  business 
successfully  nearly  ten  years. 

November  21,  1846,  Mr.  Little  was  married  to 
Miss  Cornelia  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Deacon 
Rockwell  and  Celestia  E.  (May)  Rockwell,  natives 
of  Sandisfield,  Mass.  Two  children  were  born  of 
the  union:  Isabelle  May,  wife  of  John  A.  Weeks, 
a  merchant  of  Yankton,  S.  Dak.;  and  Frances  E., 
wife  of  Dr.  Clarence  A.  Dolson,  of  Atlantic,  Iowa. 
There  are  now  three  grand-children:  John  R., 
Fleta  May  and  Gordon  A.  Weeks. 

Mr.  Little's  public  life  commenced  with  his 
election  as  Clerk  of  Richland  Township  in  1850 
and  Notary  Public  the  previous  year.  He  also 
served  as  Deputy  Postmaster,  School  Inspector  and 
Director,  and  since  1853  has  held  public  oflSces 
with  scarcely  any  interruption.  In  1856-57  he 
was    Superintendent  of   the    Kalamazoo    Public 
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Schools;  from  1859  to  1872  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education;  during  the  entire  period  Secretary 
of  the  Board  and  Librarian   of  the  Public  Library. 

Other  positions  occupied  by  Mr.  Little  are  as  fol- 
lows: In  1862-63,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Blair 
Draft  ComDiissioner  of  Kalamazoo  County;  in  1864, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Sanitary  Fair  for  the  relief  of 
soldiers  in  the  war;  1867-68,  Clerk  of  Kalamazoo 
Township,  and  Village  Clerk,  four  years;  1883, mem- 
ber of  the  Sewer  Commission  one  term;  in  the 
spring  of  1883,  prominently  connected  with  and 
instrumental  in  securing  a  city  charter  for  Kala- 
mazoo and  in  drafting  the  bill  for  enactment. 

Commencing  in  1857,  Mr.  Little  was  for  nearly 
thirty  years  the  very  popular  and  efficient  Secre- 
tary of  the  Kalamazoo  County  Agricultural  Society ; 
eleven  5'ears  First  Assistant  Secretary  of  Michigan 
State  Agricultural  Society;  seven  years  Secretary 
of  the  Michigan  State  Association  of  Agricultural 
Societies,  an  association  largely  of  his  creation; 
also  connected  with  the  Kalamazoo  National  Park 
Horse  Association  of  earlier  times.  During  all 
that  long  period,  in  connci^tion  with  other  duties, 
Mr.  Little  was  an  indefatigable  and  voluminous 
writer  for  the  press  and  his  numerous  treatises, 
essays  and  public  addresses  upon  various  subjects 
attracted  much  attention  and  were  extensively 
quoted  in  public  documents  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Little  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Millers' 
National  Association  of  the  United  States  at  its  first 
annual  convention  in  Chicago,  in  January,  1874, 
and  re-elected  annually  thereafter  until  May,  1879. 
The  Miller^  of  London,  England,  paid  Mr.  Little 
the  voluntary  high  compliment  of  publishing  a 
sketch  of  his  life,  with  a  portrait  as  frontispiece. 
Speaking  of  his  connection  with  the  National  As- 
sociation as  Secretary  and  his  retirement  from 
office,  it  said:  "There  can  be  no  doubt  that  no  in- 
considerable share  of  the  success  that  has  attended 
the  Association  is  due  to  Mr.  Little's  efficiency  as 
Secretary,  a  position  for  which  he  was  eminently 
qualified  both  by  general  and  special  intelligence. 
The  association  was  exceedingly  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing the  services  of  such  an  official  during  the  first 
and  trying  period  of  its  existence.  He  is  a  tho- 
roughly capable  man  and  our  trust  is  that  he  may 
long  have  the  privilege  of   aiding  and  promoting 


the  interests  of  the  community  of  which  he  is  such 
a  worthy  member.'' 

Some  few  years  since,  Mr.  Little  was  chosen 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Millers' 
State  Association.  In  November,  1887,  the  Amer- 
ican Miller^  at  Chicago,  published  an  extended 
sketch  and  portrait  of  him,  and  paid  him  this  glow- 
ing tribute:  "As  a  writer  for  the  press,  Mr.  Little 
is  especially  happy.  His  style  is  bold,  terse  and 
pointed.  His  reports,  papers  and  addresses  read 
before  various  societies  have  alwaj^s  been  regarded 
as  models  of  clearness  and  accuracy.  His  writings 
are  eminently  practical.  As  an  agricultural  au- 
thority he  cannot  be  surpassed.  On  all  subjects, 
politics  included,  his  views  are  sensible,  sound  and 
forcible;  he  is  pre-eminently  a  man  of  and  for  the 
times,  devoting  his  life  to  furthering  the  useful- 
ness, happiness  and  improvement  of  the  human 
race." 

For  many  years  Mr,  Little  has  been  prominently 
connected  with  the  County  Pioneer  Society  and  is 
at  present  its  efficient  president.  In  the  campaign 
of  1888  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Re- 
presentative in  the  First  District,  but  was  defeated, 
the  district  being  largely  Republican.  He  has  been 
Chief  Correspondent  and  Statistical  Crop  Repor- 
ter to  the  Agricultural  Department  in  Washington, 
for  Kalamazoo  County,  fully  thirty  years,  and 
still  fills  that  position.  A  recent  article  of  his  on 
"Celery  Culture  in  Kalamazoo"  was  published  in 
the  annual  volume  of  the  Department  for  1886. 

In  the  "Biographical  Sketches  of  Eminent  Self- 
made  Men  of  Michigan,"  the  editor  gives  the  fol- 
lowing just  estimate  of  Mr.  Little's  character:  "In 
all  the  various  positions  assigned,  Mr.  Little  has 
shown  the  strictest  integrity  and  faithfulness,  a 
capacity  for  business  details  of  no  common  order, 
an  energy  and  force  of  character  truly  remarkable, 
discharging  every  trust  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  He  is  methodical,  thorough  and 
painstaking  in  business  matters,  a  man  of  very 
sound  judgment,  rare  power  of  mind,  of  much 
reading  and  general  intelligence.  For  quite  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  local  press,  treating  various 
questions  of  public  interest  with  such  signal 
ability  as  to  give   direction  to   popular  thought, 
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and  call  forth  commendations  from  persons  of 
high  culture  and  intelligence."  The  editor  fur- 
ther says:  "Mr.  Little  has  marked  personal  char- 
acteristics. He  regards  every  subject  with  exact- 
itude and  precision.  His  logic  is  irresistible,  his 
methods  conscientious  and  exhaustive,  his  opera- 
tions minute  and  accurate.  More  clearly  than 
most  men  he  sees  things  as  they  are.  This  trait 
of  mental  truthfulness  pervades  his  whole  moral 
and  religious  nature.  In  business  and  social  rela- 
tions his  rectitude  is  proverbial,  his  word  stands 
unquestioned  by  all.  Like  all  men  of  genuine 
merit  he  is  unostentatious,  never  placing  himself 
in  the  foreground.  Too  conscientious  to  resort  to 
questionable  modes  of  political  preferment,  he  has 
inconsequence  never  sought  those  higher  positions 
of  honor  and  trust  in  the  Commonwealth  for  which 
his  superior  qualities  so  eminently  fit  him." 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  notice,  the 
attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Mr.  Little. 


^^ 


,ETER  G.HOAG.  This  pleasant  and  benev- 
olent gentleman  is  the  proprietor  of  a  grist 
mill  in  Otsego.  He  was  born  February  20, 
1829,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Peter  Hoag,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  father  carried  on  farming  and  died  in 
December,  1828.  The  Hoag  family  were  Quakers 
and  several  generations  back  came  from  Wales. 
The  mother  of  Peter  G.  was  known  in  her  maiden 
da3'S  as  Abigail  Mott.  She  was  a  native  of  the 
same  State  as  were  her  husband  and  son,  and  passed 
from  this  life  in   1850. 

Peter  G.  Hoag,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  the  youngest  of  eight  children,  his  birth  occur- 
ring two  months  after  his  father's  decease.  The 
mother  kept  her  little  family  together  and  re- 
mained in  Dutchess  County  until  1835,  when  they 
removed  to  Wajne  County,  same  State.  In  1844 
Mrs.  Hoag  with  her  children,  with  the  exception 
of  the  eldest  son,  who  remained  in  New  York, 
came  West  as  far  as  Michigan  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Jackson  County. 

Our  subject  was  given  a   fair  education    in  the 


common  schools,  which  was  supplemented  by  at- 
tendance at  an  academy  and  by  two  terms  at  the 
Olivet  College.  Thus  he  was  fortified  to  battle 
more  successfully  with  life.  In  the  fall  of  1845 
he  went  to  Marengo,  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
where  he  engaged  to  learn  the  wagon-maker's  trade. 
He  remained  there,  working  at  that  business  for 
five  years,  and  the  following  winter  visited  New 
York  State.  Returning  to  Michigan,  he  spent  a 
twelvemonth  in  St.  Joseph,  and  in  1852  started 
with  a  party  from  St.  Joe  to  California,  taking  the 
overland  route  with  ox-teams.  They  were  five 
months  making  the  trip,  leaving  home  March  11 
and  arriving  in  the  Golden  State,  August  11. 
While  there  our  subject  was  engaged  in  mining 
and  carpentering,  but  did  not  remain  long,  how- 
ever, as  in  the  spring  of  1856  he  returned  to  Mich- 
gan,  via  the  Isthmus  and  New  York.  For  the 
succeeding  fifteen  months,  he  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Albion.  He  has  always  made  a  success  of  what- 
ever he  undertook. 

Miss  Amy  A.  Pierce  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hoag, 
their  marriage  being  celebrated  January  1,  1857. 
She  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  is  a  most  excel- 
lent lady,  having  hosts  of  warm  friends  throughout 
this  county.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  loca- 
ted on  a  tract  of  land  in  Marengo  Township,  Cal- 
houn County,  where  he  continued  to  cultivate  the 
soil  for  sixteen  years.  In  the  spring  of  1874,  de- 
ciding to  leave  the  farm,  he  came  to  Allegan 
County,  and  in  Otsego  purchased  a  gristmill, 
which  he  has  operated  with  signal  success  since 
that  time. 

Mrs.  Amy  A.  Hoag  is  the  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Amy  (Aldrich)  Pierce,  natives  respectively 
of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  Rhode  Island. 
The  parents  w^ere  married  in  Manchester,  N.  Y.,  in 
1817,  and  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  Pierce  was  a  farmer, 
and  on  coming  to  Michigan  in  1832,  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  in  Washtenaw  County,  which  the 
father  had  purchased  from  the  Government.  It 
was  in  a  perfectly  wild  state  when  it  came  into  his 
possession,  but  with  his  characteristic  thrift  and 
industry  he  brought  it  to  a  high  degree  of  culti- 
vation and  at  his  death,  in  1861,  it  was  in  a  most 
excellent  condition.  '  His  good  wife  preceded  him 
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to  the  better  land  in  1860.  Mr.  Pierce's  patriot- 
ism was  manifested  by  his  service  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  his  interest  in  the  county's  welfare  made 
of  him  a  good  citizen.  Mrs.  Pierce  was  reared  in 
the  Quaker  faith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoag,  of  this  sketch,  have  had  no 
children.  Mrs.  Hoag  is  noted  for  hef  skill  as  a 
housewife  and  caretaker  and  is  a  very  capable  and 
lovable  woman.  Our  subject  was  reared  a  Whig 
in  politics,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party  joined  its  ranks  and  is  now  a  strong  Prohi- 
bitionist. His  superior  executive  ability  was  recog- 
nized by  his  fellow-townsmen  and  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  while  residing  in  Marengo 
Township,  Calhoun  County.  Since  coming  to 
Otsego,  he  has  been  President  and  Trustee  of  the 
village  for  several  terms.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Good  Templars  and  is  doing  much  toward  for- 
warding the  cause  of  temperance  in  this  township. 
His  good  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  and  also  of 
the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 


J  ARRIS  S.  HAIGHT.  To  this  gentleman 
j  and  his  associates  in  the  farming  commun- 
_  ,  ity  of  Otsego  Township,  Allegan  County 
is  much  indebted  for  what  they  have  ac- 
complished in  redeeming  this  section  from  the 
wilderness  and  developing  it  into  a  finely  improved 
agricultural  center.  Mr.  Haight  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1838.  His 
parents  were  Israel  and  SallieM.  (Hutton)  Haight, 
who  were  also  natives  of  New  York,  the  father  hav- 
ing been  born  in  1802,  and  the  mother  July  7, 1804. 
In  September,  1862,  they  left  their  old  home  in  New 
York  to  found  a  new  one  in  Michigan,  and  settled 
in  Allegan  Township,  where  the  father  continued 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer.  He  lived  to  be  a  very 
old  man,  and  died  April  3,  1887,  aged  eighty-five, 
thus  closing  a  long  and  honorable  life.  He  was 
strict  in  his  religious  views,  and  was  a  Close-Com- 
munion Baptist,  his  wife,  who  survives  him,  also 
belonging  to  that  church.  She  is  a  welcome  in- 
mate of  the  home  of  her  son  of  whom  we  write, 


and  is  passing  her  declining  years  surrounded  by 
every  comfort  filial  love  can  devise.  Of  her  four- 
teen children  nine  are  living. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer, 
and  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  nineteen  years  old.  In  1857  he  resolved  to 
see  something  of  life  in  the  Western  States  and 
started  for  Illinois.  He  found  employment  after 
his  arrival  in  that  State  in  Hancock  County.  A  few 
months  later  he  returned  to  New  York,  and  in 
1860  came  to  Michigan,  but  at  that  time  only 
spent  a  few  months  here  in  Allegan,  going  back  in 
the  fall  of  the  year  to  his  old  home.  In  1863  he 
came  to  Michigan,  this  time  with  a  view  to  per- 
manently settling  in  this  State.  He  at  first  farmed 
on  shares  in  Allegan  Township  for  six  years.  In 
1867  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Otsego 
Township,  and  located  on  it  in  1869.  When  it 
came  into  his  possession  it  was  entirely  covered 
with  timber,  and  it  is  only  by  patient  pioneer 
labor  that  he  has  brought  it  to  its  present  fine  con- 
dition, which  places  it  among  the  most  desirable 
farms  in  the  township  in  every  respect.  He  at  first 
built  a  small  frame  house  for  a  dwelling,  but  has 
replaced  it  by  a  more  commodious  residence,  and 
has  substantial  buildings  for  every  purpose  on  his 
place.  He  has  seventy-eight  acres  of  land  in  all, 
and  his  fields  are  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  raises  all  kinds  of  stock,  and  from  that  source 
obtains  a  goodly  income.  He  has  all  the  most  ap- 
proved modern  machinery  for  farming  purposes, 
and  for  several  years  he  made  a  business  of  thresh- 
ing grain  for  others.  He  started  out  in  life  with- 
out any  means,  and  that  he  is  now  well-to-do  is 
owing  to  his  capacity  for  work,  his  excellent  judg- 
ment in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  calling,  and 
to  his  careful  management  of  his  affairs.  High 
principles  of  probity  and  honor  have  guided  his 
life  from  the  outset,  and  he  has  kept  the  record  un- 
blotted  by  keeping  to  the  right  in  all  his  dealings. 
He  is  exemplary  in  his  habits,  has  always  been  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance,  which  he  carries 
into  politics,  and  is  closely  identified  with  the 
Prohibition  party.  In  his  social  relations,  he  is  a 
Mason.  He  was  Highway  Commissioner  four  years, 
and  has  always  done  his  best  to  promote  internal 
improvements  in  his  adopted  township. 
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Mr.  Haight's  marriage  with  Miss  Melissa  Patten, 
of  New  York,  March  14,  1854,  has  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  his  well-being.  Mrs.  Haight  is 
a  superior  woman,  of  fine  character  and  amiable 
disposition,  and  is  indeed  a  true  homemaker,  being 
a  model  housekeeper,  and  looking  closely  to  the 
comfort  of  her  household.  To  her  and  our  subject 
have  been  born  two  children:  p]mma,  wife  of 
Frank  Town,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  and  Effie, 
wife  of  John  Q.  Adams,  also  a  farmer  of  this  town- 
ship. 


«j.___»^___^ 
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ylLLIAM  W.  JOHNSTON  owns  a  farm  on 
section  15,  Casco  Township,  Allegan 
County,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  prosperous  farmers  of  the  township.  He  was 
born  in  Indiana,  in  1824,  being  a  native  of  Fayette 
County.  John  Johnston  is  the  name  of  the  father 
of  our  subject  and  he  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in 
1784.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  irf  his 
native  State.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
seven  years  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
followed  his  trade  most  of  his  life  in  connection 
with  his  farming  duties.  An  instance  of  his  early 
life,  which  he  liked  to  repeat,  was  that  he  worked 
on  the  first  sawmill  that  was  ever  heard  of.  He 
married,  in  New  Jersey,  Miss  Mary  Gifford,  who 
became  the  mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  A.  Gifford,  a  native  of  New  Jersey. 
After  their  marriage,  they  emigrated  to  New  York 
State  and  thence  down  the  Ohio  River  to  Indiana 
and  located  where  our  subject  was  born.  There  he 
purchased  land  of  the  Government  and  lived  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  one  of  Fay- 
ette County's  earliest  pioneers,  settling  in  the 
woods  among  the  Indians.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  their  home 
was  blessed  by  the  advent  of  thirteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  nine  still  survive.  In  politics,  John 
Johnston  was  a  Whig.  He  was  a  son  of  William 
Johnston,  an  Englishman  by  birth.  On  the  mo- 
ther's side,  our  subject  is  descended  from  Irish 
stock. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  our  subject  be- 


gan for  himself.  He  first  commenced  by  working 
on  farms  for  other  people.  His  first  purchase  of 
land  was  in  his  native  State,  which  he  bought  from 
the  Government.  It  was  a  part  of  the  Miami 
Indian  Reservation.  In  1864  our  subject  came  to 
Allegan  County,  this  State,  and  purchased  the 
tract  on  which  his  farm  is  situated  in  Casco  Town- 
ship. He  came  here  with  team  and  wagon,  spend- 
ing six  days  on  the  way  and  was  obliged  to  hew 
out  a  road  to  his  own  farm  in  order  to  get  there. 
It  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Of  this  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
which  is  in  a  fine  condition. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
was  in  her  maiden  days  Mary  Overhiser,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Elizabeth  Overhiser.  Their 
marriage  took  place  November  10,  1851.  Their 
fireside  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children,  all  living  except  one,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are  named  John  C,  Amanda,  Charles 
M.,  Adelbert,  Theron  and  Marion.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Johnston  is  a  member  of  the  Third  Party,  hav- 
ing voted  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  has 
often  been  called  upon  to  hold  different  local  of- 
fices of  his  township.  When  he  first  came  to  this 
county,  his  nearest  express  office  was  twenty-eight 
miles  away,  and  his  postoflfice  was  at  Glenn,  this 
county.  Mr.  Johnston  now^  resides  in  Lacota,  Van 
Buren  County. 


-^3. 


"^3 
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eHARLES  C.  SPEAR.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  one  of  the  prominent  merchants  of  Alle- 
gan, was  born  in  Charlotte  Township,  Chit- 
tenden Countj^  Vt.,  August  23,  1828.  His  parents 
were  Francis  and  Sophia  (Felch)  Spear,  also  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  1834,  and  settled  in  Gull  Prairie,  re- 
maining there  for  eighteen  months,  when  they  came 
to  Allegan  County.  Here  the  mother  died  in  De- 
cember, 1844.  Her  husband  then  made  Ottawa 
County,  this  State,  his  home  for  a  few  years;  then 
returning  to  Allegan  County  he  resided  here  a 
short  time  and  afterward  went  to  live  with  a 
daughter  in  Kalamazoo  County.  His  daughter 
had    married  W.   J.    Humphrey,   and   with     her 
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Francis  Spear  made  his  home  until  accidentally 
drowned  in  1876.  He  was  an  Abolitionist  and 
greatly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and  acquain- 
tances. 

Charles  C.  Spear  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Almira,  Electa, 
Mary,  Charles  C,  Henry  F.,  and  Lucy  L.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  Allegan 
County,  and  when  reaching  his  sixteenth  year 
started  out  for  himself,  being  variously  engaged. 
He  worked  first  m  the  lumber  woods,  then  on 
rafts  and  steamboats  on  the  Grand  River,  and  later 
as  driver  of  a  stage  coach.  He  came  to  Allegan 
County  in  1852  and  engaged  to  work  in  a  sawmill. 
He  launched  out  in  the  livery  business  for  his 
next  occupation.  His  marriage  taking  place  about 
that  time,  he  with  his  family  took  a  Western  trip, 
but  not  liking  the  country  returned  to  Allegan 
where  Mr.  Spear  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade. 
He  afterward  clerked  in  the  Grange  store  with  A. 
Stageman  for  three  years  and  four  months  and 
went  into  the  produce  business,  which  he  followed 
successfully  until  establishing  in  his  present  profit- 
able business. 

Miss  Mary  Jeffs,  a  native  of  Northamptonshire, 
England,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1856, 
their  marriage  being  celebrated  at  Allegan.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Spear  were  Charles  and  Rebecca 
(Hanger)  Jeffs,  also  natives  of  England.  The 
mother  died  in  her  native  country  in  1843,  and 
after  her  decease  Mr.  Jeffs  came  to  America  in  1850 
with  his  five  children  and  settled  in  Allegan 
County,  this  State.  The  parental  family  included 
Harriet,  Mrs.  John  Reynolds,  who  died  in  Chicago, 
III.;  Emma,  Mrs.  Samuel  Clipson  of  Allegan  County, 
who  is  now  deceased;  Thomas  who  died  in  the 
above-named  county;  Mary,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
and  Eliza,  Mrs.  F.  R.  Sowersby,  of  Chicago,  111. 
Mr.  Jeffs  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  carried  on  the 
business  in  Allegan  for  some  time.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  two  and  one-quarter  miles  east  of 
Allegan,  which  he  improved  and  resided  on  until 
his  decease,  in  1 880. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears  have  been  born  ^ve  chil- 
dren: Emma  L.,  Francis  L.,  Rebecca  E.,  Charles  J. 
and  Harriet  E.  Francis  L.  is  at  Flag  Staff,  Ari- 
zona, where  he  is  engaged  in  a    wholesale  and  re- 


I 


tail  grocery  store;  Rebecca  E.  is  a  teacher  in  Clyde 
Township,  Allegan  County.  Socially,  Mr.  Speare 
is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  well-to-do  merchants  of  Alleofan. 


W  OTT  HEWITT.  A  worthy  place  among 
il  (^  the  pioneers  of  Michigan  was  held  by  this 
/Ji^Yv.  gentleman,  who  came  hither  when  the 
country  was  new  and  comparatively  unsettled, 
and,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  made  his 
home  in  Kalamazoo  until  he  died  at  a  good  old 
age.  His  birthplace  was  in  Lenox,  Madison  Count}^, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth,  July  23,  1811,  his 
parents  being  Palmer  and  Mercy  (Kimball)  Hewitt. 
His  early  years  were  passed  upon  the  old  home- 
stead until  his  father's  second  marriage,  when  the 
family  became  separated  and  were  never  afterward 
reunited. 

When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own,  Mr. 
Hewitt  was  married  September  8,  1837,  to  Miss 
Phebe,  daughter  of  William  and  Mehetable  (John- 
son) Paddock.  She  was  a  native  of  Herkimer 
County,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  twenty 
years  old.  The  j^oung  couple  remained  on  a  rented 
farm  for  two  years,  and,  in  1839,  came  thence  to 
Jackson  County,  Mich.,  securing  new  land  and  im- 
proving a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
After  embellishing  it  with  substantial  buildings, 
and  bringing  it  to  a  high  cultivation,  they  sold  it 
and  removed  to  another  farm,  in  1859. 

The  date  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hewitt  in  Kala- 
mazoo was  1868,  and  two  years  after  his  advent, 
he  opened  a  grocery  store  and  continued  thus  en- 
gaged until  his  death,  December  31,  1887;  How- 
ever, ill  health  had  precluded  attention  to  business 
for  six  years  prior  to  his  demise.  A  man  of  stir- 
ring activities  and  deep  interest  in  public  meas- 
ures, he  found  a  political  home  within  the  Repub- 
lican party,  to  which  he  always  adhered.  His 
nature  was  retiring,  and  those  who  knew  him  best 
were  most  tenderly  devoted  to  him  and  most 
thoroughly  appreciated  the  depth  of  his  nature 
and  warmth  of  his  affections. 

The  only  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hewitt  is  Bertrand 
Palmer  Hewitt,  who  received  his  education  in  Kal- 
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amazoo  College  and  at  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Chicago.  Having  decided  to  enter  upon 
the  ministry,  he  was  ordained  at  Kendall,  Van 
Buren  County,  as  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  at  once  took  charge  of  the  church  at  Gales- 
burg.  His  present  home  is  in  Hammond,  Ind., 
where  he  is  officiating  as  pastor  of  the  church  and 
occupies  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  con- 
gregation. The  daughter  of  our  subject  is  Melone 
C,  wife  of  T.  A.  Palmer,  a  farmer  in  Yan  Buren 
County,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

At  present  Homer  Spurgeon,  son  of  Rev.  B.  P. 
Hewitt,  an  intelligent  lad  of  sixteen,  is  making 
his  home  with  his  grandmother  and  attending 
the  Kalamazoo  College.  His  brother,  Paul,  five 
years  younger  than  himself,  is  with  his  parents 
in  Hammond.  Mrs.  Hewitt  is  a  lady  of  great 
charity  and  kindness  of  heart,  to  whom  the  desti- 
tute never  appeal  in  vain,  and  whose  benevolent 
disposition  finds  abundant  exercise  in  the  various 
lines  of  philanthropic  work  in  which  she  is  en- 
gaged. ,„^,__ 

(4l  i^ILLIAM  G.  ROWE  owns  and  operates  a 
vv\A//f  S^^^  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
^^\f/  acres  on  section  25,  Cheshire  Township, 
Allegan  County,  of  which  ninety  acres  are  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  yield  him  a 
golden  tribute.  In  connection  with  the  well-tilled 
fields  many  improvements  indicate  the  enterprise 
and  thrift  of  the  owner.  He  also  pays  some  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  farm  stock,  making  a  specialty 
of  horses  and  now  has  in  his  possession  the  fine 
horse,  "Wilkes,"  four  years  old.  He  also  owned  at 
one  time  "Black  Hawk.''  In  his  business  career  he 
has  been  quite  successful  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
Mr.  Rowe  was  born  in  Cazenovia  Township, 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
C.  Rowe,  a  New  York  farmer,  born  in  Cortland 
County.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  who  served  for  seven  years  in  the 
War  for  Independence.  W.  C.  Rowe  wedded 
Mary  Andrews,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  William  G.  Andrews,  who 
was  a  Drum  Major  in  the  War  of  1812.     He  came 


to  Michigan  in  1841,  locating  in  Monroe  County. 
For  some  time  he  served  as  Deacon  in  the  Baptist 
Church  and  was  an  honorable,  upright  man,  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  came  to  Michigan  in  1844.  They  located 
in  Allegan,  which  was  then  a  small  hamlet,  con- 
taining only  a  few  dwellings  and  one  store.  Mr. 
Rowe  operated  a  sawmill  for  Justin  Ely  for  four 
years  and  then  removed  to  an  unimproved  farm  in 
Watson  Township.  His  nearest  neighbor  in  one 
direction  was  a  mile  awaj^,  and  in  the  opposite 
direction  was  four  miles  distant.  The  work  of 
progress  and  civilization  seemed  scarcely  begun  in 
the  county,  and  the  usual  hardships  of  pioneer  life 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  familj/^.  The  mother,  who 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
died  in  1852,  and  Mr.  Rowe  afterwards  married 
Nancy  Martin,  who  is  still  living.  His  death  oc- 
curred Februarjr  7,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years  and  thirty  days.  He  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican in  politics.  He  served  as  Treasurer  of  Wat- 
son Township  and  was  Highway  Commissioner  for 
many  years.  His  many  excellencies  of  character 
won  him  high  regard,  and  his  death  proved  a  loss 
to  the  entire  community.  Seven  children  were 
born  unto  William  and  Mary  Rowe,  of  whom  four 
are  yet  living:  William  G.,  Charles  Henry,  Mary 
Jane,  wife  of  W.  Peek,  and  Alex.  H.  Two  of  the 
sons  served  in  the  Civil  War.  Charles  H.,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  wore 
the  blue  for  nine  months  and  was  then  discharged 
on  account  of  disability. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  born  October  17,  1837,  and  was 
therefore  only  seven  years  old  when  he  came  to 
this  county.  Amid  the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  was  early  inured  to 
the  hard  labors  of  the  farm.  Like  a  dutiful  son, 
he  remained  at  home  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  then  began  life  for  himself,  working  at  chop- 
ping and  logging  for  $13  per  month.  In  eight 
months  he  lost  only  two  days'  time,  and  for  over 
two  years  was  employed  by  Ira  Chajffee  in  the  lum- 
ber woods. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Rowe  donned  the  blue  and 
joined  Company  I,  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry, 
but  before  mustered  into  the  United  States  service, 


320 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


was  transferred  to  Company  L,  Fourth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  which  was  organized  at  Detroit.  He  en- 
listed as  a  private,  but  was  promoted  to  Corporal 
and  served  three  years.  The  regiment  went  into 
camp  at  Jeffersonville,Ind.,  then  proceeded  to  Lee- 
banon,  Ky.,  after  Gen.  Morgan.  There  Mr.  Rowe 
was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Murfrees- 
boro,  Tenn.,  and  afterwards  went  on  a  fourteen 
days'  scouting  expedition.  Later,  typhoid-pneu- 
monia again  confined  him  to  the  hospital,  and  for 
two  months  he  lost  his  voice  and  was  sent  back  to 
Michigan.  On  his  recovery  he  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  reported  at  the  Pro- 
vost-Marshal's office,  in  Stevenson.  He  served 
under  Gen.  Stanley  McCook  and  took  part  in  the 
Wilson  raid.  For  fourteen  days  he  was  in  the 
front  skirmish  line  before  Atlanta  and  then  went 
to  the  rear  of  the  city,  cutting  the  roads  through 
to  Jonesboro,  under  Gen.  Kilpatrick.  The  troops 
made  a  desperate  charge  through  the  enemy's  lines, 
and  later,  under  Gen.  Stoneman,  proceeded  as  far 
as  Stone  Mountain,  where  they  were  surrounded 
by  the  enemy  and  again  broke  through  the  ranks. 
They  saw  much  hard  fighting  and  skirmishing  and 
did  effective  service.  They  took  Selma,  Ala., 
capturing  three  thousand  prisoners  and  took  pos- 
session of  Snake  Creek  Gap.  With  five  companions, 
Mr.  Rowe  ran  into  a  company  of  two  hundred 
rebels,  who  shot  his  horse  through  the  neck,  while 
a  ball  burned  his  own  cheek.  By  a  rebel  Captain 
he  was  ordered  to  surrender,  or  his  brains  would 
be  blown  out,  but  our  subject  refused.  The  Cap- 
tain then  struck  him  in  the  head  with  his  revolver 
and  again  made  a  rush  at  him,  but  was  struck 
down  by  Mr.  Rowe,  who  escaped.  His  regiment 
had  the  honor  of  capturing  Jeff  Davis.  When 
the  war  was  over,  and  the  country  no  longer 
needed  his  services,  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
and  returned  to  his  home. 

On  again  coming  North,  Mr.  Rowe  turned  his 
attention  to  farming.  He  was  married  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1866,  to  Alice  L.  Barbero,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Rachel  (Baldwin)  Barbero,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1853  and  settled  at  Ohio  Cor- 
ners in  Hopkins  Township  upon  a  raw  farm.  Her 
father  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and   died  in  1859. 


Mrs.  Barbero  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Leggett,  now  deceased,  and  she  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  Mrs.  Rowe,  who  was  bom 
in  1849,  was  one  of  three  children,  and  by  her 
marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Cora,  Eddie  and  Shirley.  The  eldest  is  the  wife 
of  John  Weihner,  and  they  have  two  children. 

In  December,  1860,  Mr.  Rowe  settled  upon  the 
farm  which  he  still  operates,  and,  although  it  was 
then  a  raw  tract  of  land,  his  industry  and  unceas- 
ing labors  soon  made  it  one  of  fertilitj'.  In  his  so- 
cial relations  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
Post  B.  F.  Chapin,  No.  287,  and  has  been  an  office- 
holder since  its  organization.  He  exercises  his 
right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  served  as  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  nine  years  and  has  been  Treasurer  of  the 
township  for  six  years.  His  retention  in  office 
indicates  the  faithfulness  with  which  he  discharges 
his  duty  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his 
fellow-townsmen. 


ENRY  L.  MILLER,  M.  D.  Among  the 
prominent  and  most  influential  members  of 
professional  and  social  circles  of  Otsego,  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  we  place  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  Although  young  in  years,  he 
has  gained  a  breadth  of  view  and  soundness  of 
judgment,  which,  added  to  his  naturally  keen 
abilities  and  thorough  course  of  study,  have  made 
him  a  man  among  men,  worthy  of  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  the  people  among  whom  he  lives. 

Dr.  Henry  L.  Miller  is  a  native  of  Canada,  hav- 
ing been  born,  June  16,  1859,  in  Hamilton,  Onta- 
rio. He  is  the  son  of  John  J.  Miller,  who  was  born 
in  1830,  near  Berlin,  Germany.  The  father  came 
to  America  when  eighteen  years  of  age  and  lo- 
cated near  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  remained  there 
for  some  time  and  later  went  to  Hamilton,  Ontario, 
where  he  met  and  married  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  was  employed  in  railroad  business,  being 
connected  with  the  construction  of  a  portion  of 
the  Great  Western  Road. 

In  1862,  Mr.  John  J.  Miller  came  to  the  United 
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States  and,  locating  in  Michigan,  was  given  the 
position  of  Trackmaster  on  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  from  Detroit  to  Jackson.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  Trackmaster  for  the  Grand  River  Valley 
Railroad,  having  held  that  responsible  position  for 
the  past  sixteen  years.  He  makes  his  home  at 
Hastings.  The  maiden  name  of  Dr.  Miller's  mother 
was  Sophia  Strophigan,  a  native  of  Germany.  She 
bore  her  husband  two  children,  of  whom  the  Doc- 
tor is  the  younger. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  the  Wolverine  State  when  he  was  a  lad 
of  three  years.  He  was  given  good  educational 
advantages,  and  was  graduated  when  seventeen 
years  old  from  the  seminary  at  Ypsilanti.  Decid- 
ing to  turn  his  attention  to  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, Dr.  Miller  entered  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1878,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1881.  When  receiving  his 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  our  subject  opened  an 
office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Hastings, 
Berry  County,  where  he  remained  only  a  twelve- 
month. In  1882,  he  came  to  Otsego,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  has  built  up  a  reputation  as  a 
physician  which  is  second  to  none  in  Allegan 
County.  He  is  well  known  in  professional  circles 
and  keeps  thoroughly  posted  on  all  new  theories 
advanced  by  the  fraternity. 

Dr.  Miller  and  Miss  Mabel  Yeckley  were  united 
in  marriage,  December  3,  1884.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
born  in  Otsego,  and  is  the  daughter  of  E.  D.  and 
Lydia  Yeckley,  a  native  of  New  York.  Her 
mother  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Lydia  Wing.  She  was  also  born  in  New  York  and 
passed  from  this  life  in  1891,  greatly  mourned  by 
all  who  knew  her.  Mrs.  Miller  was  the  only  child 
of  her  parents,  and  received  the  best  training  and 
educational  advantages  which  lay  in  their  power 
to  bestow.  She  is  a  very  accomplished  lady  and 
enjoys  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintance  in  Allegan 
County.  To  the  Doctor  and  his  excellent  wife 
have  been  born  one  son,  Paul,  his  birth  occurring 
February  17,  1888. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  independ- 
ent in  politics,  reserving  his  right  to  vote  for  the 
best  man,  regardless  of  party.  He  is,  and  always 
has  been,  an  ardent  temperance  man  and  has  done 


much  toward  furthering  the  cause  of  prohibition 
in  his  community.  His  interest  in  educational  mat- 
ters is  manifested  by  the  fact  that  he  served  for 
two  terms  as  Moderator  of  the  School  Board.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Southwestern  Michigan  Med- 
ical Association  and  occupies  the  honored  position 
of  Vice-president  of  that  body.  Socially,  he  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  was  Chancellor  Commander  for 
two  terms  and  is  now  acting  as  Deputy  Grand 
Chancellor  for  Allegan  County. 

Dr.  Miller  writes  a  great  deal  for  medical  jour- 
nals, and  has  recently  completed  a  work  on  "Do- 
mestic Medicine.''  His  book  contains  about  four 
hundred  pages  and  is  destined  to  become  very 
popular  in  the  profession.  Both  the  Doctor  and 
his  wife  are  active  and  influential  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  body  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Official  Board.  They 
are  both  very  popular  members  of  society  in  this 
section  and  have  hosts  of  admiring  friends. 


eHARLES  BILSBORROW,  of  Paw  Paw,  was 
born  in  Lancashire,  England,  January  25, 
1809,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Esther 
Bilsborrow.  He  was  the  next  to  the  youngest  in  a 
family  comprising  ten  children,  and  was  early 
orphaned,  his  mother  dying  when  he  was  a  mere 
infant  and  his  father  passing  away  some  twelve 
years  later.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed  in  his 
native  land,  and,  prior  to  emigrating,  he  gained  a 
common-school  education  and  also  acquired  a 
thorough,  practical  knowledge  of  farming  pursuits. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  our  subject  emi- 
grated to  this  country  and  in  the  city  of  New  York 
learned  the  trade  of  a  hatter,  which  he  followed 
until  he  was  about  twenty-one.  He  then  returned 
to  the  Mother  Country  and  visited  the  scenes  of 
his  childhood  for  nine  months.  Returning  once 
more  to  New  York,  he  farmed  two  years  on  rented 
land  and  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  and  one-half  acres  in  Ontario  County,  where 
he  remained  fifteen  years.  Afterward  he  sold  that 
place  and  bought  property  in  Niagara  County. 

May  22,  1844,  Mr.  Bilsborrow  was  married  in 
Niagara   County   to  Miss   Caroline,  daughter   of 
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Jonathan  and  Fannie  (Hubbard)    Moss.     Mrs.    M. 
Bilsborrow  was  born  in    New  York,  December  4, 
1816,  and  closed  her  eyes  to  the  scenes  of   earth 
February  2,  1879.     She  was  a   lady   of   estimable 
character  and  was  sincerely  mourned  by  her  large 
circle  of  acquaintances  but  especially  by  those  who 
knew  her   best.     Four  of  her   five   children    still 
survive,  namely:   Edward    F.,    who    was   born    in 
1852,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming   pursuits   in 
Antwerp  Township;  Louise;  George,  who  is  farm- 
ing in  Albion,  this  State;    and   Fred,  a  hardware 
dealer  of  Paw  Paw.     William,  the  eldest  child,  was 
born  in  1846  and  died  in  1882,  leaving  two  children. 
In  1860  our  subject  sold  out  his  interests  in  New 
York  and  removed  to  Michigan,  settling  near  Gales- 
burg,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  purchasing  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  cultivated  farm  land.     In    1866   he 
came  to  Van  Buren  County,  where  he  has   since 
owned  three  farms,  at  different  times,  and  he  still 
retains  in    his    possession    some    farming  land    in 
Bloomingdale  Township.  In  1882  he  removed  to  his 
present  home  in  the  village  of  Paw  Paw,  where  he 
is  quietly  passing  his  declining  years.     Politically, 
he  was  originally  a  Whig  and  voted  for  the  Presi- 
dential candidate  of  that  party  in  1844.     He  was 
always  opposed  to  slavery  and  cast  his  ballot  for 
John  C.  Fremont,  since  which  time  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Republican  party.     For  a  number 
of  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and   as  an  upright  citizen   and  generous 
neighbor  and  friend,  he  is  held  in  universal  esteem. 
A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Bilsborrow    is    pre- 
sented in  this  connection. 


m>-^^<^ 
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BENEZER  WILDER. 
life's  active  duties,  Mr. 
his   declining  years  in 
comforts    which,  through 


Now  retired  from 
Wilder  is  passing 
the  enjoyment  of 
a   long    period    of 


hardship,  he  struggled  to  obtain.  Since  1849,  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of 
Allegan  County,  where  he  owns  a  fine  farm  on 
section  18,  Martin  Township,  and  as  one  of  those 
who  have  aided  in  the  development  of  the  county, 
he  is  worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume.  New 
York  is  his  native  State,  and  he  was  born  in  Sandy 


Creek  Township,  Oswego   County,  eJanuary    23, 
1817. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Clark  W.  Wilder,  was 
a  native  either  of  Massachusetts  or  Vermont,  and 
removed  at  an  early  day  to  New  York,  where  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Pede  Robins,  a  lady  of  New 
Hampshire  birth.  She  had,  when  fourteen  years 
old,  removed  to  New  York  with  her  parents,  and 
there  located  on  a  farm,  where  her  father  died  at 
eighty-two  and  her  mother  when  seventy-nine. 
Clark  W.  Wilder  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  all  but 
one  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  The  twin 
sister  of  Ebenezer  died  in  infancy. 

Until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  remained  with  his  father,  and  upon 
starting  out  for  himself,  he  worked  at  various 
pursuits  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1849,  locating 
in  Martin  Township,  Allegan  County.  Two  years 
later  he  was  married,  December  23,  1851,  to  Bel- 
inda, the  oldest  child  of  Mumford  and  Jane  (Whit- 
taker)  Eldred.  Mrs.  Wilder  was  born  in  Catskill, 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  December  21,  1823.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  .Vermont,  and  her  mother, 
of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  in 
Catskill  and  removed  thence  to  Michigan,  in  1834, 
locating  first  in  Kalamazoo,  and  coming  from  there 
to  Allegan  County  in  1836.  They  were  the  first 
white  family  in  Martin  Township,  where  Mr. 
Eldred  took  up  forty  acres  of  land  and  erected  a 
small  log  house.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was 
four-score  and  four  years  old,  in  Martin's  Corners, 
while  the  mother  died  when  one  month  less  than 
seven tj'-nine  years  old.  To  them  were  born  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Eldred, 
by  a  previous  marriage,  to  Miss  Ruth  Carpenter, 
had  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead. 

.  Mrs.  Wilder  was  a  young  girl  when  she  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  this  county,  and  here  she 
grew  to  womanhood  in  a  sparsely  settled  com- 
munity. For  nine  months  after  settling  in  Martin 
Township,  theirs  was  the  only  white  family,  and 
the  Indian  neighbors  were  by  no  means  sociable, 
trying  to  drive  them  away.  The  nearest  neigh- 
bors were  in  Gun  Plain  Township  and  they  ex- 
perienced all  the  privations  incident  to  frontier 
life  in  a  new  country.     After  th  e  marriage  of   Mr. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


325 


and  Mrs.  Wilder,  they  located  on  section  17,  on  an 
unimproved  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  he  at  once  built  a  small  log  house,  18x24, 
which  was  their  home  for  some  time. 

Six  children  comprise  the  family  of  our  subject 
and  his  excellent  wife,  namely:  Helen  C,  wife  of 
John  Burgess,  of  Martin  Township;  George  W., 
who  is  at  home,  as  is  also  Albert  C;  Wirt  E.,  a 
resident  of  California;  Mary  B.  and  Minnie  A., 
who  remain  under  the  parental  roof.  The  farm 
which  our  subject  owns  comprises  seventy-eight 
and  one-half  acres  of  land  and  is  actively  managed 
by  George  W.,  the  eldest  son.  Mr.  Wilder  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist, and  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  in  New  York,  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  of  Mich- 
igan. He  has  served  as  Township  Treasurer 
and  School  Director,  and  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  he  is  an  active  member,  is  filling 
the  position  of  Trustee.  Mrs.  Wilder  is  also 
identified  with  that  Church  and  is  a  lady  of 
great  worth  of  character. 

Mrs.  Wilder  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  the  others  being:  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Eldred, 
a  Methodist  minister  and  now  Chaplain  of  the 
Ionia  State  Reform  School;  Elizabeth,  deceased, 
formerly  the  wife  of  James  Ilenika,  of  Big  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Stephen,  a  resident  of  Bellaire,  Antrim 
County,  Mich.;  Catherine,  deceased,  formerlj^  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Hubbard,  of  California;  Samuel,  the 
first  white  child  born  ih  the  township  of  Martin 
(born  December  10,  1836)  and  now  a  resident  of 
this  township;  Emma  J.,  the  wife  of  J.  Youngs, 
whose  home  is  in  Martin  Township;  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Smith,  of  Allegan  City;  and  Frankie, 
who  married  L.  L.  Blair,  of  Big  Rapids,  this  State. 
Of  Mr.  Eldred 's  second  marriage,  Norman  died 
in  Prairie  Du  Chien,  Wis.,  in  1840;  Mumford  died 
in  California,  leaving  two  children;  Cornelia 
married  Chauncey  W.  Calkins,  of  Allegan  City, 
Mich.,  who  died  leaving  three  children;  Belinda 
died  in  Vermont;  Margaret  married  Harmon 
Myers  and  died  leaving  six  daughters. 

Of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject, 
Joanna  and  Dexter  are  deceased;  Leavitt  makes 
his  home  in  California;  Adoniram  J.  is  a  resident 
of  Sandy  Creek,  N.   Y.;    John   lives  on   the  old 


homestead  in  Sandy  Creek  Township,  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.;  Ruth  is  the  wife  of  George  Cole, 
of  Sandy  Creek,  N.  Y.;  Ursula  is  now  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Totrnan,  and  resides  in  Adams, N.  Y.;  and  Milton, 
the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  died  in  Sandy 
Creek,  N.  Y.,March  4,  1892. 


EVI  KRAUSE.  Many  years  have  passed 
since  this  gentleman  was  called  from  the 
scenes  of  time  to  eternity,  but  there  are  still 
living  those  in  whose  memory  he  dwells,  who 
revere  his  uprightness,  honor  and  devotion  to  the 
community.  He  aided  greatly  in  the  upbuilding 
of  Kalamazoo  and  although  he  was  taken  from 
earth  ere  the  village  had  become  a  city  or  gained 
its  present  fame  among  the  other  cities  of  the 
State,  he  contributed  his  efforts  to  effect  this  desir- 
able, result. 

Born  ill  Allen  town.  Pa.,  Mr.  Krause  there  passed 
his  early  years,  with  few  advantages  in  the  way  of 
an  education — save  what  could  be  obtained  from 
observation  and  experience.  In  1836  he  removed 
to  the  great  unsettled  West,  making  his  home  in 
Kalamazoo  from  that  time  until  the  day  of  his 
death.  Four  years  after  locating  here,  he  was 
married,  October  1,  1840,  in  Townsend,  Vt.,  to  Miss 
Mary  L.  Holbrook,  an  estimable  lady,  who  was  his 
helpmate  throughout  his  entire  life  and  who  now 
survives  him  at  an  advanced  age. 

Mrs.  Krause  was  born  April  11,  1814,  in  Towns- 
end,  Vt.,  and  spent  her  early  years  in  her  native 
State.  In  the  fall  of  1838,  she  accompanied  the 
family  of  Isaiah  Goodrich  to  Kalamazoo,  where 
she  made  her  home  with  the  wife  of  Maj.  Ransom, 
who  was  her  mother's  consin.  She  returned  to 
her  old  home  to  be  married,  and  then  accompanied 
her  husband  to  their  new  home  in  Kalamazoo. 
Mr.  Krause  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  erected 
many  of  the  first  structures  of  the  village,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  he  died,  March  30,  1857,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty- nine  years. 

The  first  planing  mill  in  Kalamazoo  was  started 
as  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Krause  and  he 
also  built  and  ran    a  sawmill  at  Way  land.     The 
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cozy  residence  in  which  his  widow  has  for  fifty 
years  made  her  home  was  erected  by  him  in  1841, 
and  he  worked  extensively  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  He  built  the  first  Episcopal  Church  in 
Kalamazoo — St.  Luke's,  erected  in  1843 — and  was 
identified  with  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  Mrs.  Krause 
has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  same  church  for 
fifty  years,  being  numbered  among  its  first  mem- 
bers and  taking  an  active  part  in  all  society  and 
benevolent  work. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krause  comprised 
the  following  children:  Ustick  O.,  who  is  mana- 
ger for  N.  K.  Fairbank  in  Montreal,  Canada; 
Wallace  H.,  who  is  an  engraver;  Francis  A.,  who 
is  a  dealer  in  agricultural  implements  at  Kalama- 
zoo, and  Fannie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Scott  L. 
Waterbury,  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  until  his  death  July  12, 
1878.  Mrs.  Waterbury  now  makes  her  home  with 
her  widowed  mother.  A  sincere  Christian,  Mrs. 
Krause  is  much  loved  and  highly  respected  by  her 
extensive  circle  of  friends. 


ORIN  S.  HOAG  is  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Geneva  Township,  Van  Buren 
County.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  culti- 
vating a  portion  of  the  soil  on  section  12,  and  is 
making  a  signal  success  of  his  calling.  He  was 
born  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  in  1831,  and  came 
to  the  above-named  township  in  1852,  where  he 
located  his  present  farm. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Le  Munyan)  Hoag.  The  father  was  born 
near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  located  at  an  early  day  in 
Ohio.  He  was  of  Holland-Dutch  ancestry  and  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  descended  from  French 
stock.  Orin  S.  Hoag  and  Miss  Laura  A.  Brott  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1854  and  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Watson  resides  in  Kala- 
mazoo; Louella  is  the  wife  of  D.  Robinson  and 
makes  her  home  in  Woodville,  this  State;  Wilbur 
and  Reynolds  reside  at  home. 

In  February,  1864,  Mr.  Hoag  enlisted  in  the 
Third  Michigan  Cavalry  and  going  directly  to 
Arkansas  remained   with  his  regiment  until   the 


close  of  hostilities.  He  then  returned  home  and 
has  since  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm.  When  first  coming  to  Van 
Buren  County,  he  experienced  all  the  hardships  in- 
cident to  life  in  a  new  country.  All  his  marketing 
was  done  at  South  Haven  and  Breedsville  and 
his  mail  came  to  Lawrence  which  was  fifteen 
miles  distant.  Mrs.  Hoag  was  a  woman  of  refine- 
ment and  culture  and  taught  school  one  year  prior 
to  her  marriage.     She  died  November  19,  1889. 

In  politics,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican and  is  a  member  of  the  Zach  Chandler 
Post  No.  35,  G.  A.  R.,  at  South  Haven. 


^^♦♦♦♦J 
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RED  T.  WxiRD,  member  of  the  firm  of 
Henderson  &  Ward,  publishers  of  the  Alle- 
gan Journal,  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
November  3,  1849,  and  is  a  descendant  of  the  four 
Ward  brothers,  who  were  among  the  first  settlers 
of  that  city.  After  attaining  a  common-school 
education,  he  entered  the  oflfice  of  the  Red  Bank 
(N.  J.)  Standard,  published  by  an  older  brother,  as 
an  apprentice,  working  there  two  years.  Later  he 
finished  learning  his  trade  in  large  oflrtces  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  Worcester,  Mass.  At  tlie  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  he  removed  to  Galva,  111., 
where  he  purchased  the  Galva  Journal,  That  pa- 
per he  published  six  years  and  then  sold  it  to  form 
a  partnership  with  his  brother,  W.  J.  Ward,  who 
had  moved  to  Wenona,  now  West  Bay  City,  this 
State. 

The  partnership  thus  formed  continued  in  We- 
nona for  seven  years,  when  the  brothers  removed  to 
Flint  and  started  a  daily  paper.  This  venture 
proving  disastrous,  they  sold  out,  and  our  subject 
then  took  up  the  foremanship  of  the  Flint  Globe, 
and  afterward  of  the  Flint  Oiiizen,  relinquishing 
the  latter  to  purchase  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Allegan  Journal  and  Tribune,  in  the  spring  of  1885. 
At  that  time  the  firm  was  composed  of  Messrs. 
Henderson,  Bailey  &  Ward,  but  two  jears  after- 
ward it  became  Henderson  &  Ward  (Mr.  Bailey 
selling  his  interest  to  his  two  partners),  and  has  so 
continued  to  the  present  time. 

On  June  9,  1879,  Mr.  Ward  was  married  to  Miss 
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Kate  E.  Cooper,  who  was  then  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  West  Bay  City,  and  who  has  aided  her 
husband  greatly  by  her  talents  as  a  writer  and  her 
reportorial  abilities.  These  abilities  have  brought 
her  recognition  among  the  newspaper  women  of 
the  State,  and  she  is  now  Vice-president  of  their 
Women's  Press  Association.  In  politics,  Mr. Ward 
has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  his  ac- 
tive participation  in  political  movements  has  given 
him  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the  leading  men 
of  the  State.  He  is  also  an  active  worker  in  secret 
society  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Masonic,  Odd 
Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Knights  of  Honor 
societies,  at  this  time  holding  the  offices  of  Clian- 
cellor.  Commander  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Dictator  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 


•§•=♦= 
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/^Ij  LANSON  LILLY.   The  gentleman    whose 
Lll!    name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  sketch, 


and  who  is  one  of  the  prominent  agricul- 
turists of  Allegan  County,  is  farming- 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section 
16,  Allegan  Township.  He  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Mass.,  December  12,  1817,  and  is  the  son  of 
Austin  and  Roxana  (Sears)  Lilly,  natives  of  the 
Nutmeg  State,  where  the  father  carried  on  farm- 
ing. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  moved  to  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  in  1832,  where  they  engaged  in 
farming  and  resided  until  their  death.  The  elder 
Mr.  Lilly  was  prominent  in  local  ajffairs,  and  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Township  Trustee  of  the 
town  of  Dover,  Ohio.  While  a  resident  of  Mass- 
achusetts, he  was  Selectman.  His  parents  were 
Bethnel  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Lilly,  also  farmers, 
who  lived  and  died  in  Ash  field,  Mass.,  after  having 
reared  a  large  family  of  thirteen  children.  They 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  father, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  also  that  of  1812. 
He  was  of  Scotch  descent. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Roland  and  Jedidiah  (Counant)  Sears,  natives  of 
New  England,  where  they  were  farmers,  and  lived 


and  died.  Their  family  included  eight  children.* 
The  family  of  Austin  and  Roxana  Lilly  numbered 
ten  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living:  our 
subject,  Albertus,  Fayette  and  Smith. 

Alanson  Lilly  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Massachusetts  and  Ohio,  and  remained  at  home 
assisting  in  the  duties  upon  the  farm  until  reach- 
ing his  majority.  He  was  then  engaged  working 
by  the  month  for  four  years,  when  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  Olmstead  Township,  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  which  he  cultivated  for  eight  years.  Then, 
disposing  of  his  property,  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
1852,  and  located  on  a  wild  tract  of  land,  which 
is  his  present  home.  He  applied  himself  indus- 
triously to  clearing  and  improving  his  land,  erect- 
ing for  his  family  a  board  shanty,  which  later  gave 
way  to  a  comfortable  and  modern  residence. 

In  1843  Miss  Emily  Miles,  a  native  of  Ashfield, 
Mass.,  became  Mrs.  Alanson  Lilly.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Sarah  (Vincent)  Miles, 
also  natives  of  Massachusetts,  where  they  were 
farmers  and  lived  and  died.  Their  family  in- 
cluded seven  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Mrs.  Huldah  Smith,  now  aged  eighty-six  years, 
and  Mrs.  Lilly. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  his  wife  is  an  Episcopalian.  They 
have  only  one  child,  a  daughter,  Florana,  now 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Lutts,  who  has  a  son,  Harry.  They 
reside  in  the  village  of  Allegan. 

^f  AMES  H.  JOHNSON,  an  Attorney-at-Law 
at  South  Haven,  Van  Buren  County,  is  en- 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
^^))  is  also  one  of  the  firm  of  Johnson  k  Sisson, 
dealers  in  evaporated  fruit  and  manufacturers  of 
ciders  and  jellies.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
business  man,  and  is  meeting  with  the  success  which 
his  industry  and  perseverance  deserve.  Mr.  John- 
son was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  June  29, 
1849,  his  parents  being  William  C.  and  Sarah 
(Brooker)  Johnson.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Peter  Johnson,  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1795,  and  is  still  living  in  Onondaga  County, 
in  that  State.     He  has  followed  the   occupation  of 
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a  farmer  most  of  his  life,  and  at  one  time  was  en- 
gaged on  the  Erie  Canal. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  New  York, 
about  1820,  and  still  resides  in  his  native  State, 
where  he  carries  on  farming.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  when  he  was  quite  young,  leaving  a 
family  of  three  children :  Peter  W.,  a  resident  of  Port 
Orange,  Fla.;  our  subject;  and  Rosalie  (Mrs.  Mills), 
who  lives  in  Allegan  County,  this  State.  The 
father  was  married  a  second  time,  and  of  that  union 
two  children  were  born:  Albertus  B.,  a  resident  of 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.;  and  Sylvester  P.,  who 
lives  in  Monroe  County,  the  same  State. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  farm,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  common  schools, 
afterward  becoming  a  student  in  the  Normal  School 
at  Oswego,  N.  Y.  He  resided  in  his  native  State 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  during  that  time 
engaging  in  teaching  school  for  two  years.  In  1871 
he  came  West,  reaching  Chicago  just  after  that  city 
had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  He  went  from  there 
to  Sharon,  Walworth  County,  Wis.,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  for  one  year.  He  then  came  to 
South  Haven,  Being  engaged  in  farm  work  and  as 
a  teamster  for  S.  M.  Trowbridge.  After  one  year 
spent  in  this  way,  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  about 
the  same  length  of  time,  and  then  went  to  Kala- 
mazoo, where  he  read  law  in  the  office  of  Severens, 
Boudeman  &  Turner  for  four  years,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  Mr.  Johnson  then  located  at 
South  Haven,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law,  also  carrying  on  the  in- 
surance and  real-estate  business.  He  owns  a  tract 
of  three  hundred  acres  near  South  Haven,  and  also 
a  quantity  of  land  in  Dakota  and  Nebraska. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss  Emma 
C.  Williams,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  B.  and  Clara  Williams,  of  South  Haven. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  them,  but  is  now  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Johnson  has  held  several  important 
offices,  having  been  Circuit  Court  Commissioner, 
and  President  of  the  Village  Board  for  three  terms; 
he  is- now  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Water-works 
of  South  Haven.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
but  IS  not  a  member  of  any  religious  or  civic  so- 
ciety. Mr.  Johnson  had  the  misfortune  to  have 
his  office  destroyed  by  fire  in  July,  1891,  during 


his  absence,  thereby  losing  his  fine  library  and  all 
his  records.  He  has  always  been  an  earnest,  active 
business  man,  making  his  own  way  in  the ,  world, 
and  is  deserving  of  the  success  which  has  attended 
his  efforts. 


^RANCIS  M.  STORMS,  President  of  the 
I  ^^  Village  Board  of  Plainwell,  Allegan 
/li  County,  is  also  carrying  on  an  extensive 
hardware  establishment,  and  is  known  as  a  success- 
ful business  man.  He  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  be- 
ing born  in  Otsego,  January  25,  1845.  His  parents 
were  Adam  D.  and  Martha  E.  (Nichols)  Storms, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Canada.  They  were  married  at  Otsego,  having 
come  to  this  State  in  1838.  Here  they  lived  for 
two  years  and  then  took  up  Government  land  in 
Prairieville  Township,  Barry  County,  this  State, 
where  the  father  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-four years.  The  mother  died  in  1884  when 
sixty-two  years  old.  Of  their  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  are  living. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  home  farm 
and  there  received  his  early  education.  When 
eighteen  years  old,  his  father  gave  him  his  time, 
and  he  began  farming  for  himself  one  mile  west  of 
Prairieville.  Here  he  remained  for  about  nineteen 
years.  In  1882  he  came  to  Plainwell  and  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  and  two  years  later  sold 
his  farm.  He  started  on  a  small  scale,  but  through 
his  industry  and  perseverance  he  made  it  a  success 
and  in  1885  was  able  to  build  his  present  fine  brick 
storeroom  in  which  he  now  carries  a  large  and 
complete  stock  of  general  hardware  and  has  an  ex- 
cellent trade. 

Mr.  Storms  was  married  in  1864  to  Miss  Bessie 
Mason,  a  native  of  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Clarissa 
(Johnson)  Mason,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  in  1838,  settling  in 
Richland  Township.  The  father  is  now  living  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1890.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  only  one  child,  Bernice,  who  was  born  March 
10,  1872,  and  is  a  fine  musician. 
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Mr.  Storms  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  a  delegate 
to  State,  county  and  district  conventions.  He  has 
been  Treasurer  of  the  Union  Agricultural  Society, 
of  Plain  well,  for  several  years,  and  is  now  serving 
his  fourth  term  as  President  of  the  village.  He 
also  served  as  Village  Treasurer  for  one  year. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  P^ellows'  and 
the  Masonic  fraternities. 


'  LFRED  B.  TAYLOR.  One  of  the  oldest 
and  most  reliable  merchants  in  Saugatuck 
is  Alfred  B.  Tajdor.  He  does  a  thriving 
business,  and  keeps  a  complete  line  of 
general  merchandise  and  by  his  honest  and  court- 
eous treatment  of  customers  is  greatly  respected 
and  receives  a  good  patronage.  He  is  the  son  of 
J.  Rice  and  Henrietta  (Leonard)  Taylor,  natives 
of  Isew  York  State  and  England,  respectively. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  is  a  prom- 
inent merchant  in  Amsterdam. 

Alfred  B.  TsljIoy  was  born  in  Milan,  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  October  8,  1846,  and  received  a  fair 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  neighorhood.  His 
father  was  an  Episcopalian  minister  and  for  a  fuller 
account  of  his  history  the  reader  is  referred  to  his 
sketch  in  another  part  of  this  volume.  When  at- 
taining his  fifteenth  year,  our  subject  began  the 
battle  of  life  on  his  own  account  and  went  to 
clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Allegan.  That  was 
in  1861,  and  in  the  spring  of  1868,  he  came  to 
Saugatuck  and  was  employed  by  H.  D.  Moore.  A 
few  years  later  he  w^as  taken  into  the  firm  and  they 
operated,  under  the  style  of  H.  D.  Moore  &  Co. 
Our  subject  continued  thus  engaged  until  1873, 
when  he  went  into  business  with  D.  L.  Barber,  the 
firm  name  being  Taylor  &  Barber.  Since  January 
1,  1879,  however,  Mr.  Taylor  has  continued  alone 
and  is  doing  a  very  profitable  business. 

In  December,  1874,  the  gentleman  of  whom  w^e 
write  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  B. 
Russell.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  the  daughter  of  Ralph 
Russell,  a  pioneer  of  Chautauqua  County,  K.  1^., 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Russell  Rice,  who  was 
born  January  15,  1877;  Bessie  H.,  born  May  11, 


1879  and  Alfred  B.,  Jr.,  born  August  13,  1882. 
Russell  is  attending  the  Kenyon  Military  Academy 
at  Gambler,  Ohio.  The  two  younger  children  are 
being  given  good  educations  in  the  home  schools. 
Our  subject,  although  no  politician,  casts  his 
vote  and  influence  in  favor  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  held  many  of  the  offices  within  the 
gift  of  the  people  to  bestow  and  is  greatly  res- 
pected as  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity.  The 
members  of  his  family  are  all  Episcopalians.  He 
is  identified  with  Saugatuck  Lodge,  No.  328,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  having  been 
Past  Grand  Master  in  that  order  in  1880.  Will- 
iam W.  Taylor,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  is  a  prom- 
inent minister  in  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Phila- 
delphia. 


=^> 
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ENRY  HIBBARD  STIMSON,  M.  D.  This 
prominent  gentleman  is  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Saugatuck  as  well  as  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Allegan  County.  He  is  the 
son  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  (Hibbard)  Stimson,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  Vermont. 
Thej^  removed  to  New  Y^ork  State  many  years  ago, 
where  the  Doctor  was  born  July  2,  1826.  He  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  parents  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  six  years  and  at  that  early  age  was  thrown 
upon  the  cold  charities  of  the  w^orld. 

Alter  the  death  of  his  parents  our  subject  went 
to  Vermont  to  make  his  home  with  his  grandpa- 
rents. In  1834,  however,  he  came  West  to  Ohio  and 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  two  years,  and 
in  1836  came  to  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan 
when  he  was  only  ten  years  of  age.  He  located 
in  Allegan  County,  which  was  then  a  part  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  lived  for  six  yea.rs  at  what 
is  now  Plainwell,  being  engaged  in  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  our  young 
hero  conceived  the  idea  of  becoming  a  physician, 
but  being  without  money  he  realized  that  he  would 
have  to  put  forth  great  effort  to  attain  to  his  desired 
ambition. 

Our  subject  began  teaching  school  in  the  old  pio- 
neer log  school-house,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed foir  four  years,  when  he  began  reading  med- 
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icine  under  Dr.  E.  N.  Upjohn.  Previous  to  this, 
however,  he  had  devoted  all  his  leisure  moments 
to  the  study  of  physiology  and  anatomy.  On  at- 
taining his  twenty-fifth  year  he  had  acquired  suffi- 
cient skill  and  knowledge  of  the  medical  profession 
to  begin  its  practice,  which  he  did  in  Allegan 
County.  In  1858,  Dr.  Stimson  came  to  Saugatuck 
which  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since  that 
time.  In  1868  he  attended  the  Bennett  Medical 
College  in  Chicago,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Stimson  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Forbes  in 
1852.  Mrs.  Stimson  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Forbes,  of  Plain  well.  She  has  proved  a  great  aid 
to  her  worthy  husband  in  attaining  to  his  present 
high  standing  among  the  profession,  and  to  her  he 
gives  due  credit.  Their  marriage  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
deceased.  Their  eldest  son,  Charles  F.,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five;  William  Henry  died  in  infancy; 
Alice  Mary  died  when  eighteen  years  old,  and  Wil- 
liam Hibbard  met  his  death  by  drowning,  aged 
nineteen  years. 

Our  worthy  subject  came  to  Allegan  County 
when  it  bore  little  resemblance  to  its  present  con- 
dition. He  has  done  much  for  the  development 
of  the  county  and  as  a  man  of  principle  and  integ- 
rity his  influence  is  as  powerful  in  an  unconscious 
way  as  it  is  helpful  by  intent.  Politically,  Dr. 
Stimson  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
His  popularity  in  his  community  is  manifested  by 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  the  recipient  of  all  the 
township  oflSces  within  the  gift  of  the  people. 
Socially,  ho  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  328,  A.  F. 
<fe  A.  M.,  and  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow.  The  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  in  this  section. 

]i^ARWIN  E.  WHITE,  who  is  a  highly  re- 
I  J))  spected  citizen  of  Plainwell,  Allegan 
i^^^  County,  where  he  carries  on  a  general 
blacksmith  shop,  was  born  in  Climax,  Kal- 
amazoo County,  this  State,  November  25,  1844. 
His  father,  who  bore  the  same  name  as  himself, 
died  when  our  subject  was  only  three  years  old.    He 


came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Michigan  in  an  early 
day,  and  followed  the  business  of  a  clothier.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Aurinda  M.  New- 
man, also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  is  still  living, 
as  are  four  of  the  six  children  born  to  her. 

Our  subject  gained  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  at  sixteen  years  of  age  com- 
menced learning  the  blacksmith  trade  in  Otsego, 
where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
First  Michigan  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Charles  Towne.  He  joined  his  regiment  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  spent  the  following  winter 
in  camp  at  Culpeper,  Va.  The  first  fight  in  which 
he  took  part  was  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 
Following  this  were  the  engagements  at  Five  Forks, 
Trevilian  Station,  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  and 
one  near  Petersburg.  Mr.  White  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee, 
which  practically  terminated  the  war.  He  also  wit- 
nessed the  Grand  Review  of  the  troops  at  Wash- 
ington. His  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  Texas, 
but  only  got  as  far  as  St.  Louis,  being  then  sent  to 
Leavenworth  and  from  there  across  the  plains  to 
Salt  Lake  City.  Mr.  White  received  his  discharge 
at  Salt  Lake  City  November  10,  1865.  He  enlisted 
as  a  blacksmith  and  shod  horses  for  some  time,  but 
was  afterward  promoted  and  was  mustered  out  as  a 
Quartermaster-Sergeant.  During  the  fight  at  Mill 
Run,  Va.,  he  had  a  horse  shot  from  under  him  and 
his  spine  was  severely  injured,  from  which  he  was 
laid  up  in  the  hospital  for  about  three  weeks. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  White  returned 
to  Otsego  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  short  time. 
He  then  purchased  a  half  interest  in  a  shop  at 
Wayland,  and  carried  on  the  business  for  several 
years.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Plainwell  where  he 
has  since  carried  on  his  trade,  in  1885  purchasing 
his  present  shop.  The  marriage  of  our  subject 
took  place  December  25,  1866,  when  he  was  united 
to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Stearns,  who  is  a  native  of  New 
York.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Jane 
(Bruce)  Steams,  who  came  from  their  native  State 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Gun  Plains  Township, 
where  they  carried  on  a  farm.  They  are  now  liv- 
ing in  Plainwell. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  are  the  parents  of   three 
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children:  Izora  B.,  the  wife  of  Harry  D.  Gilmore, 
who  is  employed  in  the  otfice  of  the  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railroad  Compan}^  He  is  the  son  of 
Gen.  Gilmore,  who  was  formerly  Postmaster  at 
Chicago.  Ray  L.  and  Eva  are  both  at  home.  All 
the  children  have  received  good  educations,  and 
Ray  L.  is  a  graduate  of  the  public  school.  Mr. 
White  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  village  Board.  He  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  Masonic  fraternitj^,  and  is  at  present 
Master  of  the  lodge  at  Plainwell,in  which  capacity 
he  has  served  for  six  years.  He  is  Assistant  Chief 
of  the  Plain  well  Fire  Company,  and  belongs  also 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  White  is  a  popular  man  and  is  highlj^  re- 
spected, not  only  on  account  of  his  honesty  and 
integrity,  but  for  his  record  as  a  gallant  soldier. 


♦^♦^^^ 


.y 


GEORGE  B.  NICHOLS,  M.  D.,  of  Martin, 
was  born  in  Naples  Township,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  12,  1827.  His  father, 
Alfred,  was  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he 
wasbojn  in  1802,  and,  being  orphaned  at  an  early 
age,  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  when  still 
quite  young.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  wagon- 
maker,  which  he  carried  on  in  Naples,  N.  Y.,  prior 
to  his  removal  to  Michigan.  During  his  residence 
in  Naples  he  was  married  to  Miss  Angeline  Lyon, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Naples,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  in  this  State  in  1873.  Her  father,  Simeon 
Lyon,  was  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
and  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  settler 
on  the  Holland  Purchase  in  Naples,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject's  great  annt,  on  his  mother's  side,  was  the 
first  white  woman  who  settled  in  the  village  of 
Naples. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  to  this 
State  in  1864,  and  the  father,  who  still  survives 
and  makes  his  home  with  the  Doctor,  has  the 
honor  of  being  the  oldest  resident  of  Martin 
Township.  Our  subject,  who  was  the  oldest  mem- 
ber of  the  family,  is  the  only  one  now  surviving, 
the  others,  William  and  John  M.,  having  passed 
away  in  New  York.  George  B.  Nichols  was  reared 
15 


in  his  native  place,  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  in  the  meantime  re- 
ceiving his  first  schooling  in  Naples,  where  he  also 
finished  his  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  commenced  to  read  medicine  with  his  uncle, 
Lester  Sprague,  of  Naples,  and  spent  five  years  in 
studying  with  him  and  attending  the  medical  col- 
lege at  Geneva.  He  was  graduated  in  1852  from 
Castle  ton  College,  of  Vermont. 

After  completing  his  medical  course,  the  young 
Doctor  formed  a  partnership  with  his  uncle  at  Na- 
ples as  a  practicing  physician,  and  continued  thus 
connected  until  1858,  when  he  came  to  Allegan 
County,  and  located  where  he  now  resides,  in 
Martin  Township.  At  the  time  of  his* removal 
hither,  he  was  so  poor  that  he  had  only  II  to  pay 
on  the  house  where  he  now  lives,  but  notwith- 
standing his  poverty,  he  worked  industriously  and 
without  discouragement  until  he  now  has  a  com- 
petency of  this  world's  goods.  In  1853  he  was 
married  in  Naples,  N.  Y.,  to  Eunice  M.  Watkins, 
who  was  born  in  that  place  November  1,  1832. 
Her  parents,  Bingham  and  Mary  Watkins,  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  and  remained  in  this 
State  until  called  hence  by  death,  the  father  pass- 
ing away  in  Calhoun  Count}^,  and  the  mother  in 
St.  Joseph  County. 

Dr.  Nichols  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  B. 
Watkins,  of  Grand  Rapids;  Cora  E.,  who  is  at 
home;  Lillian  M.,  wiio  graduated  as  a  trained 
nurse,  and  is  now  residing  in  Grand  Rapids;  Net- 
lie  M.,  who  is  with  her  parents;  George  B.,  Jr.,  who 
married  Mary  Noble,  and  resides  in  Martin;  Grace, 
w^io  is  at  home;  and  Jessie,  who  died  when  one 
and  one-half  years  old.  The  Doctor  has  been  in 
practice  in  Martin  for  the  past  thirty  four  years, 
and  is  well  known  in  the  county  as  one  of  its  fore- 
most practitioners  and  public-spirited  citizens.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  Pension  Examiners 
and  goes  to  Allegan  every  Wednesday  to  examine 
pension-seekers. 

The  Doctor  cast  his  first  ballot  for  Van  Buren 
and  Adams,  in  1848,  and  since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party,  has  been  a  firm  adherent 
of  its  principles.  He  has  served  as  School  In- 
spector,    Town     Clerk,     Superintendent    of    the 
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Schools  of  Martin  Township,  and  was  Postmaster 
of  Martin  for  four  years,  during  the  administra- 
tion of  President  Garfield.  Since  the  year  of  liis 
arrival  in  this  county,  he  has  been  in  school  offices 
and  is  now  Director  of  the  High  School,  and  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  in  educational  work. 
He  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  during  the  late  war 
he  belonged  to  the  Union  League.  Although  he 
is  not  connected  with  any  church,  he  is  liberal  in 
his  contributions  toward  all  denominations  and 
has  aided  them  often  and  generously  in  a  financial 
way. 

Accompanying    this    personal    sketch  may   be 
found  a  '[:)ortrait  of  Dr.  Nichols. 


1^  OSEPH  W.  HICKS.  Among  the  most  prom- 
inent  business  men  of  Plamwell,  Allegan 
County,  may  be  mentioned  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  and  who  is  a 
member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Soule  &  Hicks, 
owners  and  managers  of  the  Plainwell  Exchange 
Bank.  Mr.  Hicks  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
business  enterprises  and  has  acquired  an  enviable 
reputation  for  integrity  and  honesty  in  all  his 
dealings.  He  is  a  native  of  Nassau  Township, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  his  birth  taking  place 
April  15,  1836.  His  father,  John  Hicks,  was  born 
in  the  same  county  in  1808. 

Joseph  Hicks,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was  a  relative  of 
the  famous  Elias  Hicks,  founder  of  the  Hicksite 
branch  of  the  Quaker  sect.  The  Hicks  family 
came  from  England  in  the  early  history  of  this 
country  and  were  prominent  people  in  the  section 
where  they  live.  Joseph  Hicks  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  was  at  one  time  Sheriff  of  Rens- 
selaer County.  He  died  in  1812.  John  Hicks,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  by  an  uncle,  his 
father  having  died  when  he  was  but  four  years  old. 
He  married  in  his  native  county  and  lived  upon  a 
farm  until  1836.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Rome 
Township,  Lenawee  County.  The  country  at  that 
time  was  almost  a  wilderness  and  our  subject   re- 


members when  a  boy  going  after  the  cows  and  see- 
ing many  deer,  and  also  occasionally  meeting  with 
wolves  and  bears.  Mr.  Hicks,  Sr.,  was  for  many 
years  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
was  one  who  helped  to  organize  the  first  church  in 
this  part  of  the  State,  soon  after  his  arrival  here. 
He  died  in  1881,  when  seventy -three  years  old. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jane  AVinegar,  was  a  native  of  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  of  German  descent.  Like  her  husband, 
she  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  She  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years. 

Mr.  Hicks  is  the  second  of  the  three  children  in 
the  parental  family,  all  of  whom  are  living.  He 
had  the  same  meager  opportunities  for  education 
as  other  boys  of  that  time,  attending  school  in  the 
old  fashioned  log  schoolhouse,  with  its  primitive 
seats  and  desks  made  out  of  slabs,  his  schooling  be- 
ing gained  at  times  when  he  was  not  otherwise  en- 
gaged. Much  of  his  studying  was  done  at  night 
by  the  light  of  the  fire  of  logs.  The  life  of  a 
farmer's  boy,  with  its  hard  work,  long  days  and 
little  recompense,  did  not  satisfy  his  ambitious  dis- 
position, and  he  was  anxious  to  fit  himself  for 
teaching,  so  that  he  could  earn  some  money  by  the 
time  he  became  of  age.  His  father  did  not  look 
with  favor  upon  his  plans  but  he  finally,  by  the 
help  of  his  mother,  succeeded  in  getting  his  father's 
consent  to  attend  school.  The  father,  however, 
imposed  the  condition  on  him,  that  if  he  gave  him 
liis  time  he  should  not  expect  any  farther  help 
from  home.  On  the  morning  of  August  26,  1853, 
the  boy  left  his  home  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
world.  His  father  gave  him  $16,  with  the  parting 
words,  "Joe,  that  is  your  portion;  make  your  way 
and  your  mark  in  life  and  do  not  call  on  me  for 
a  dollar,"  and  he  kept  his  word.  It  was  not  on  ac- 
count of  any  harshness  on  his  part,  but  he  thought 
the  boy  would  soon  get  tired  of  his  new  life  and 
come  back  to  the  farm. 

Our  subject  came  direct  to  Kalamazoo,  this 
State,  and  entered  the  college  at  that  place  and  he 
remembers  the  first  few  weeks  as  being  the  longest 
he  ever  spent.  He  worked  his  way  through  col- 
lege, doing  various  things  to  raise  money — in  the 
vacations  teaching,  etc*     He  received  his  room  rent 
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and  incidental  expenses  in  exchange  for  instruc- 
tions in  vocal  music,  he  having  acquired  a  knowl- 
edge of  that  branch  in  country  singmg-schools  at 
his  old  home.  He  entered  the  Junior  preparatory 
department  and  completed  a  six  years'  course  in 
four  years  and  eight  weeks,  making  up  the  extra 
time.  His  hobby  was  mathematics  and  while  he  was 
still  pursuing  his  other  stvidies  in  a  preparatory 
course,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  his  branch  in 
the  Sophomore  classes.  He  was  graduated  in  June, 
1859.  He  then  taught  music  and  singing-school 
for  some  time  and  subsequently  entered  the  office 
of  the  County  Clerk  of  Kalamazoo  County  as  De- 
puty, remaining  there  for  one  year.  He  then  spent 
a  year  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Charles  S.  May, 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Michigan,  studying  law. 
His  health  failed  and  by  the  advice  of  a  physician 
he  sought  outdoor  exercise. 

In  the  spring  of  1863,  Mr.  Hicks  came  to  Plain- 
well  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Gun  Plain  Township, 
comprising  one  hundred  acres.  In  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  he  was  called  to  fill  the  chair  of  Mathe- 
matics in  Kalamazoo  College,  made  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  Prof.  Edward  Olney.  He  filled  this 
position  for  one  year,  when  he  returned  to  his 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  1866,  when  he  sold 
the  place,  having  made  off  of  it  in  three  years  as 
much  as  he  paid  for  it.  In  the  fall  of  1866,  he 
located  in  Plainfield  where  he  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  County  Surveyor  with- 
out his  knowledge.  He  was  elected  and  served  for 
six  successive  terms,  comprising  twelve  years.  In 
1876  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Plain  well 
Exchange  Bank  with  which  he  has  since  been  con- 
nected. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  married  in  1860  to  Miss  Helen 
Davis,  a  native  of  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  She  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1838,  they 
settling  near  Galesburg,  Kalamazoo  County.  The 
father  died  in  1855  and  the  mother  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Mr.  Hicks  has 
always  been  a  Republican  and  has  taken  a  great 
interest  in  all  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of 
his  county  and  State.  He  has  held  many  promin- 
ent offices  and  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
history  of  the  town  in  vvhich  he  resides.  In  1869 
the  village  of  Plain  well  was  incorporated  and  Mr. 


Hicks  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
which  drafted  the  first  charter.  He  was  elected  the 
first  President  of  the  village  and  served  seven  years. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  management  of 
its  affairs  either  as  President  or  member  of  the 
Council  for  fourteen  years.  He  has  been  a  fre- 
quent delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions 
and  when  his  present  term  has  expired  will  have 
been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  twenty-two 
years.  He  is  also  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Kalama- 
zoo College.  He  was  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Kalamazoo  and  Allegan  Railroad  at  the  time  that 
road  was  built.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Lake 
Shore.  He  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Michigan  Paper 
Company  and  is  Vice-president  of  the  corporation. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Lodge 
and  Encampment. 

Mr.  Hicks  and  his  wife  are  both  active  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  respond  liberally  to 
all  calls  made  upon  their  time  and  purse.  They 
are  held  in  the  highest  estimation  by  all  classes  of 
society. 


SETH  W.  LOVERIDGE.  This  owner  and 
resident,  located  on  the  fine  farm  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Ganges  Township,  Allegan  County, 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 20,  1824.  His  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  is  under  excellent  improvement,  twenty 
acres  of  it  being  in  fruit.  At  the  time  it  came 
into  his  possession,  it  was  entirely  covered  with 
hard-wood  timber,  but  by  persistent  industry  and 
good  judgment  he  has  brought  it  to  a  high  degree 
of  cultivation. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Caleb  and  Mary 
Loveridge.  The  father  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  in  1792,  and  received  a  thorough  training 
in  farm  duties.  He  remained  at  home  until  reach- 
ing his  majority,  in  the  meantime  serving  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  cooper's  trade,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  through  life.  While  in  the 
Nutmeg  State,  Caleb  Loveridge  met  and  married 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Matilda  Loomis, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 
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Soon  after  their  marriage  the  parents  of  Seth 
W.  removed  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
located  on  a  farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
whose  record  follows:  Lucretia,  who  is  deceased; 
Alfred;  Seth  W.,  our  subject;  Mary  A.  and  Hub- 
bell,  both  deceased;  and  Louisa.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Loveridge  was  a  Jackson ian  Democrat  and  was  a 
very  prominent  man  in  his  community.  He  was  a 
patriot  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Seth  W.  Loveridge  made  his  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  went  to 
work  on  a  farm,  being  thus  engaged  for  three 
years.  While  in  New  York  he  was  married,  in 
1849,  to  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mehitable  Collins.  Soon  after  that  event,  they 
emigrated  to  Oakland  County,  this  State,  where 
they  located  on  a  farm  and  remained  for  three 
years.  Then,  in  1852,  Mr.  Loveridge  w^ent  to 
California,  and  worked  in  the  gold  mines  for  three 
years.  He  was  very  successful  in  that  venture, 
and  returning  to  Michigan,  located  with  his  fam- 
ily in  Allegan  County,  where  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which 
was  then  a  dense  wilderness.  He  at  once  erected 
a  "shanty''  and  commenced  the  improvement  of 
his  estate.  He  has  lately  erected  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence on  his  property  and  is  ranked  among  the 
progressive  and  intelligent  citizens  of  Ganges 
Township. 

To  our  subject  and  his  first  wife  were  born  two 
children:  Judson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years,  and  Frank,  now  residing  in  Saugatuck 
Township,  Allegan  County.  After  the  death  of, 
his  wife,  Mr.  Loveridge  married  Charlotte  Collins, 
a  sister  of  his  former  companion,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  a  daughter,  May.  Both  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  politics,  Mr.  Loveridge  is  a  Repub- 
lican, though  in  early  life  he  supported  Demo- 
cratic principles. 

In  1864,  our  subject  entered  the  service 'of  his 
country  by  enlisting  in  Company  H,  Thirteenth 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Sherman,  and  with  his  regiment  partici- 
pated in  the  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  the  bat- 
tles fought   at   Savannah   and   Bentonville.     He 


took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington, 
and  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Detroit, 
June  20,  1865.  Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member 
of  Jacob  Fry  Post,  No.  46,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Ganges. 

Mr.  Loveridge,  besides  his  home  farm,  owns 
forty  acres  in  Saugatuck  Township,  twenty  acres 
of  which  is  in  peaches,  five  acres  in  apples  and 
one  acre  in  grapes.  He  is  a  man  whose  cordial, 
kindly  spirit  has  made  him  warm  friends,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  present  his  sketch  to  our  readers. 


y'LLLIAM  WHITE  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
who  resides  on  section  15,  Monterey  Town- 
,^  ,,  ship,  Allegan  County,  where  he  owns  one 
hundred  acres  of  finely  improved  land,  and  also 
forty  acres  on  section  11.  He  is  the  son  of  Josiah 
and  Fannie  (Mann)  White,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Connecticut,  respectively.  His  father  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Ashtabula  County,  where  he 
settled  about  1810,  when  all  that  section  was  a 
wilderness.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Both  his  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  took 
part  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1829,  and  was  reared  upon 
his  father's  farm,  remaining  there  until  he  was 
twentj^-one  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  the 
lumber  woods  in  Bay  County,  Mich.  After  spend- 
ing about  eighteen  months  there,  he  came,  in  1853, 
to  Allegan  County  and  took  up  the  land  of  which 
his  father  had  obtained  the  land- warrant  in  1812. 
On  March  4,  1861,  Mr.  White  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Adelia  C.  Cady,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  her  mother  a 
native  of  Ohio;  they  now  reside  in  Allegan  County. 
Mr.  and  Mis.  White  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Orvis  W.,  who  married  May  Simmons  and 
resides  in  Antrim  County,  Mich.;  George  E.,  who 
is  engaged  in  lumbering  in  Idaho;  Perry,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  months,  and  Lee  C,  who  is 
at  home  and  attending  school.  They  also  adopted 
a  daughter,  Mary,  who  is  still  at  home  with  them. 

In  1864,  Mr.  White  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Thirteenth   Michigan   Infantry,  serving  until  the 
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close  of  the  war,  and  being  with  Sherman  in  his 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  discharged 
August  6,  1865.  In  1879  he  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides,  and  which  is  higlily  cul- 
tivated, giving  evidence  of  the  careful  manage- 
ment and  personal  supervision  of  its  owner.  Mr. 
White  is  a  man  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  as  a  public-spirited  citizen.  He 
is  a  member  of  Harlow  Briggs  Post,  No.  80,  G.  A. 
R.,  and  was  its  first  Commander.  He  belongs  to 
Monterey  Grange,  No  247,  of  which  he  has  been 
Master.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  an 
ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 
His  popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
been  Supervisor  of  Monterey  Township  for  nine 
terms,  although  there  is  a  large  Republican  major- 
ity in  the  township.  He  has  also  held  the  offices 
of  Town  Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  member 
of  the  School  Board. 


Sf  AMES  M.  GRAY.  In  a  volume  of  a  bio- 
graphical nature,  prominent  mention  should 
certainly  be  made  of  Mr.  Gray,  who  is  a 
leading  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Van  Buren 
Count3^  In  his  life  is  eKcmplified  the  results  of 
enterprise  and  determination,  and  the  example 
which  he  furnishes  to  the  young  is  well  worthy  of 
emulation.  A  personal  acquaintance  with  him  re- 
veals the  fact  that  while  he  devotes  the  closest  at- 
tention to  his  business  enterprises,  he  nevertheless 
is  greatly  interested  in  all  measures  having  for 
their  object  the  promotion  of  the  community,  so- 
cially or  morally.  He  is  particularly  interested  in 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  Breedsville, 
where  he  has  resided  for  many  years.  His  portrait 
appears  in  connection  with  this  biographical  notice. 
Among  the  brave  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  was  James  Gray,  Sr.,  father  of  our 
subject.  He  was  a  mere  lad  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
flict, having  been  born  July  5,  1795.  In  his  youth, 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  millwright  in  his  native 
State,  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  removed  to  New 
York  in  his  early  manhood,  and  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Jane  Haynes.  This  lady  was  born  in  the 
Empire    State,  August  23,  1798,  and   became   the 


mother  of  seven  children,  namely:  Valina,  Joseph 
H.,  Thomas  F.,  Elias  O.,  James  M.,  Mary  E.  and 
W.  R.  Mrs.  Jane  Gray  died  October  15,  1847. 
She  was  a  sincere  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Churcli,  a  devoted  wife  and  a  loving  mother,  and 
her  noble  traits  of  character  placed  her  in  high  es- 
teem in  the  community  where  she  resided. 

About  1832,  the  father  of  our  subject  removed 
from  New  York  to  Ohio,  where  for  one  year 
he  operated  a  sawmill,  which  he  built  on  the  Mau- 
mee  River.  Later  he  came  to  Michigan,  where  he 
managed  a  gristmill  and  sawmill  for  more  than 
one  year,  and  then,  in  the  fall  of  1835,  came  to 
Lawrence  Township,  Van  Buren  County.  Purchas- 
ing a  farm  of  eighty  acres  he  at  once  set  to  work 
to  effect  its  improvement,  and  meanwhile  also 
worked  at  his  trade.  In  1853,  he  sold  his  property 
and  removed  to  Breedsville,  but  after  a  sojourn  of 
three  years  in  that  city,  returned  to  Lawrence 
Township,  where  he  died,  July  28,  1873.  Through- 
out this  portion  of  the  State,  he  was  quite  well 
known,  and  his  labors  as  a  pioneer  and  public- 
spirited  citizen  increased  his  popularity  and  influ- 
ence. He  served  in  various  township  offices  and 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wafe,  Mr.  Gray,  Sr., 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Skelton,  a  native  of 
England,  and  some  time  after  her  demise  was 
united  to  Mrs.  Laura  Orr.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them,  Ella  and  Rilla.  Mrs.  Laura  Gray  still 
survives  and  makes  her  home  in  Lawrence  Town- 
ship. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Decem- 
ber 9,  1828,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving 
the  advantages  of  a  common-school  education. 
When  four  years  old,  he  accompanied  his  parents 
in  their  removal  from  his  native  place  in  Lake- 
ville,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  from  there  to  Michigan  a  short  time 
afterward.  In  his  youth  he  aided  his  father  on  the 
home  farm,  and  when  twenty-four  engaged  as  a 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Breedsville. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Gray  entered  into  business  with 
his  father-in-law,  and  the  partnership  thus  formed 
continued  until  1867,  when  our  subject  purchased 
the  stock  and  operated  it  alone  until  the  spring  of 
1888.  Since  1882,  he  has  owned  and  managed  a 
gristmill  at  Lawrence,  and  has  been  successful  in 
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his  milling  operations.  He  takes  considerable  in- 
terest in  local  political  affairs,  and  has  served  as 
Clerk  of  Columbia  Township  for  three  years,  as 
well  as  Supervisor.  In  his  political  sympathies,  he 
adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  socially  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gray,  July  1,  1858,  united 
him  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Painter,  who  was  born  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  August  5,  1841,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Betsey  Painter.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gray  became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Lillian  J.,wife  of  George  W.  Fisher,  and  Rosamond, 
now  Mrs.  Byron  J.  Robertson.  Mr.  Robertson  is 
Mr.  Gray's  successor  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Breedsville,  which  he  has  conducted  with  success 
since  he  assumed  control  in  1888.  The  death  of 
Mrs.  Gray,  May  11,  1868,  removed  one  from  earth 
who  had  been  an  efficient  helpmate  to  her  husband, 
a  devoted  mother,  and  worthily  filled  her  sphere 
in  life.  Mr.  Gray  is  well  known  as  a  man  of  strict 
integrity  and  has  received  the  reward  of  his  meri- 
torious life  in  the  good-will  of  his  numerous 
friends. 


''^  OHN  C.  WHEELER.  During  the  period  of 
almost  fifty  years  in  which  Mr.  Wheeler  has 
made  his  home  in  Allegan  County,  he  has 
become  well  known  to  its  citizens  as  a  kind- 
hearted  and  generous  man,  of  unflinching  integrity 
and  upright  life.  He  is  especially  popular  in  Mar- 
tin Township,  where  he  has  resided  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life,  and  where  he  owns  his  father's 
old  homestead  of  oae  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres.  However,  he  is  not  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  rents  his  farm  and  devotes  his  time 
to  hunting  and  fishing.  He  is  a  devoted  follower 
of  Isaac  Walton  and  an  expert  both  with  tlie  gun 
and  the  fishing  rod. 

A  native  of  this  State,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  bom  in 
Fairfield  Township,  Lenawee  County,  May  31, 
1840.  William  S.,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  was  born  in  Marion  Township,  Wayne 
County,  in  1 8 1 0.  At  a  very  early  day  he  emigrated 
to  this  State,  where  he  resided  in  Lenawee  County 


several  years,  removing  thence  to  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  sojourning  about  four  years.  In 
1844,  he  came  direct  to  Allegan  County,  locating 
on  section  8,  Martin  Township,  and  commenced 
the  improvement  of  the  tract  of  land  which  he  had 
purchased.  In  the  spring  of  1845,  he  built  a  small 
log  house,  into  which  he  moved  when  only  half  of 
the  roof  had  been  placed  thereon.  There  he  re- 
mained until  he  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years. 

A  prominent  man  of  this  community,  William 
S.  Wheeler  was  well  known,  first  as  a  Whig  and 
later  as  a  Republican.  He  served  as  Supervisor  of 
his  township,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years. 
Town  Clerk,  and  in  other  official  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  M.  Cook,  was  born 
in  Palmyra  Township,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1815,  and  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
Her  father,  John  Cook,  was  a  native  of  Dorset,  Yt., 
and  removed  first  to  New  York  and  later  to  Mich- 
igan, locating,  in  1844,  in  Martin  Township. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member 
comprised  two  children.  Cj'^rus  B.,  the  elder  son, 
enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry  and 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
dying  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  John  C, 
the  younger  son,  was  four  and  one-half  years  old 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Martin  Township, 
and  his  schooling  was  received  in  a  log  building 
near  his  father's  home.  He  was  married,  September 
30,  1862,  to  Mary  J.,  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Margaret  Benson,  and  with  his  young  wife  located 
on  section  8,  Martin  Township,  where  he  operated 
as  a  farmer  and  made  his  home  in  a  small  frame 
house.  In  1876,  he  removed  to  the  place  where 
he  now  resides,  a  fine  farm,  which  has  first-class 
improvements  and  a  substantial  set  of  buildings. 

Mr.  Wheeler  has  been  deeply  bereaved,  for  he 
has  been  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  four 
children,  and  on  September  24,  1890,  his  loving 
and  faithful  wife  passed  from  earth  and  her  body 
now  lies  buried  in  the  Martin  Cemetery.  Mr. 
Wheeler  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Katie  Wall, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Agnes  (Peel)  Wall,  na- 
tives of  England.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Mar- 
tin Township,  September  11,  1866.     Her  marriage 
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with  our  subject  took  place  at  the  home  of  her 
parents,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1892. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  strong  Republican, 
and  devoted  to  the  measures  which  will  benefit  his 
community.  At  one  time  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  but  did  not  qualify;  he  also  served 
as  Constable  for  six  years,  and  in  other  positions 
of  local  responsibility  and  importance.  He  has  a 
host  of  warm  personal  friends  in  the  township 
where  he  has  lived  for  so  man 3^  years  and  is  uni- 
versally esteemed  and  respected. 


^^  RSON  G.  YAHUE.  This  gentleman,  who  is  a 
11  jj  member  of  the  firm  of  Vahue  &  Brand,  pro- 
^^^  prietors  of  the  City  Meat  Market  at  Allegan, 
is  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  Allegan 
County.  His  parents,  Philip  and  Arminda  A. 
(Gillett)  Vahue,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  whence 
they  came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1854,  settling 
in  Allegan,  Allegan  Township.  Here  the  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  operated  an  ex- 
tensive tract  of  land  and  was  also  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  When  the  Civil  War  broke  out, 
his  patriotism  was  aroused  and,  although  over 
fifty  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Infantry,  but  was  not  allowed  to  muster  in  on  ac- 
count of  his  defective  teeth,  he  being  unable  to 
bite  off  the  end  of  a  cartridge.  Ha  was,  however, 
not  to  be  discouraged  in  this  way,  but  tried  again, 
and  finally  succeeded  in  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Third  Michigan  Artillery,  as  Baggage  Master. 
He  was  in  the  service  fourteen  months,  when  he 
was  taken  ill  and  sent  home,  being  discharged  on 
account  of  disability  and  dying  a  few  years  after- 
ward. 

Mr.  Vahue  was  a  strong  Republican  and  intensely 
loyal  to  the  Union,  having  a  detestation  of  the 
men  who  were  in  sympathy  with  the  seceders,  as 
well  as  those  who  were  actively  engaged  in  seeking 
to  procure  the  disruption  of  the  Union.  He  was  a 
man  of  excellent  habits,  never  used  tobacco  or 
spirituous  liquors  and,  with  his  wife,  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  they  took 
a   prominent   and  influential  part.     This  worthy 


couple  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
three  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Phidelia  L.  Peet,  of 
Allegan;  Charles  S.,  a  farmer  of  AlleganTownship; 
and  our  subject. 

Orson  G.  Vahue  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Allegan  Township,  afterward  attending 
for  two  years  the  High  School  in  Allegan.  He  was 
reared  upon  the  farm  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  their  death.  He  now  owns  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead,  to  which  he  has  made  large  additions, 
and  has  one  of  the  finest  and  best  conducted  farms 
in  the  county,  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  On  this  he  has  excellent  buildings,  a  hand- 
some residence  costing  $3,000,  and  numerous  horse 
and  other  barns,  the  former  costing  1 1,000.  In 
addition  to  his  farming  operations,  he  has  made  a 
specialty  of  raising  fine  draft  horses,  and  has  excel- 
lent stock  of  other  kinds.  The  firm  of  Vahue  & 
Brand  owns  a  good  brick  block  in  the  center  of 
the  village,  where  they  carry  on  their  business,  and 
also  nine  acres  of  land,  which  they  also  use  in 
their  butchering  operations. 

Mr.  Vahue  was  married,  November  2,  1869,  to 
Miss  Ella  Nichols,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  Nichols, 
of  Spencerport,  N.  Y.  Three  sons  have  been  born 
to  them:  Frank,  Ray  P.  and  Earl.  Mr.  Vahue  be- 
longs to  the  Democratic  party  and  has  held  various 
responsible  positions  in  the  village,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  and  President  of  the 
Allegan  County  Agricultural  Society,  ex-President 
of  the  Village  Board  and  one  of  its  members  at 
the  present  time.  He  has  also  been  Chairman  of 
the  Financial  Committee  and  one  of  the  Street 
Committee.  He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community,  who  may  be  counted 
upon  to  assist  in  every  laudable  undertaking. 
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VILLIAM  M.  KENNEY.  This  gentleman  is 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Covert  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County,  having  taken  up 
his  residence  here  in  the  fall  of  1860.  He  was 
born  in  Hal  ton  Countj^,  Canada,  April  10,  1824. 
His  father,  Samuel  D.  Kenney,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  April  4,  1797. 
He  married  Lucy  Robbins,  who  was  a  native  of 
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Massachusetts,  the  date  of  her  birth  being  Novem- 
ber 13,  1802.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  Can- 
ada, to  which  place  their  respective  families  had 
moved  just  after  the  War  of  1812,  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  blacksmith,  and  during  the  War 
of  1812  was  in  the  employ  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, from  which  he  received  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Halton  County  in  return  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  on  which  he  settled  after  his  marriage. 
Here  he  passed  his  remaining  years,  dying  atthe 
age  of  eighty-two.  His  wife  departed  this  life 
October  17,  1860.  They  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children  as  follows:  Timothy  C,  William 
M.,  Elizabeth  Ann,  Rebecca  M.,  Samuel  W.,  John 
S.,  David  R.,  Lucyntha,  Ruth  Emily,  Nathan  C, 
George  C.  and  Joseph  F. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm, 
and  March  10,  1846,  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Sherburne  who  was  born  in  Canada,  in  Halton 
County,  May  24,  1825.  Mr.  Kenney  followed 
farming  for  some  ^^ears  and  later  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business,  but  the  climate  proving  too  cold 
for  him  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Covert 
Township  ,then  known  as  Deerfield  Township.  The 
country  was  at  that  time  wild  and  entirely  unim- 
proved, the  place  which  he  purchased  being  covered 
with  timber.  This,  with  much  labor,  he  cleared  off 
and  cultivated,  making  of  it  a  fine  farm  of  forty 
acres,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  James  W.,  a  merchant  at  Covert  and 
South  Haven ;  Mary  J.  (Mrs.  George  E.  Sherbourne), 
of  South  Haven;  Lucy  A.,  the  wife  of  Lyman  Car- 
penter of  Covert;  Samuel  D.,  a  merchant  at  Covert; 
Cynthia  A.  (Mrs.  Frank  Reed),  of  Chicago;  Lottie 
E.  (Mrs.  E.  G.  Allen)  and  Emma,  wife  of  Beuna 
Marvin,  both  of  whom  reside  at  Chicago,  and  Will- 
iam M. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Kenney  is  a  Republican  and  has 
held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Super- 
visor, both  however,  to  fill  vacancies,  as  he  has  no 
taste  for  public  life  and  prefers  to  devote  his  at- 
tention to  his  home  and  business.  He  was  formerly 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  also 
with  the  Congregational  Church  and  although  now 
not  a  member  of  either,  leads  an  upright  Christian 
life.  He  is  paying  considerable  attention  to  the  rais- 


ing of  fruit  and  has  been  very  successful  in  grafting 
trees,  of  which  he  does  considerable  for  other 
parties.  He  and  his  faniily  are  well  known  through- 
out the  county,  and  stand  high  in  the  estimation 
of  all  who  come  in  contact  with  them. 


-^♦♦♦♦.^ 
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ETH  K.  TANNER,  who  is  a  prominent 
farmer  and  breeder  of  standard  bred  horses, 
resides  on  section  22,  Monterey  Township, 
Allegan  County,  where  he  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  fine  land,  highly  cultivated 
and  well  improved  with  good  buildings.  He  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Kenyon)  Tanner,  na- 
tives of  the  State  of  New  York,  where  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
March  17,  1836. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Allegan 
County  when  the  latter  was  but  nine  years  of  age 
and  located  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son. 
There  were  only  about  twenty-eight  acres  cleared, 
and  the  young  man  assisted  his  father  in  the  hard 
labor  necessary  to  make  a  comfortable  home,  and 
continued  in  this  occupation  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation at  the  district  schools.  In  1862,  Mr.  Tanner 
was  happily  married  to  Mary  Brown,  a  daughter 
of  Watson  Brown,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
but  who  removed  to  Massachusetts  some  years 
after  his  daughter  was  born.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  two  of  whom 
survive:  Ella  M.,  who  is  at  home  with  her  parents 
and  Joseph  Roy,  who  is  attending  the  business 
college  at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Tanner  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world 
starting  out  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  with  $50  in 
cash  and  a  yoke  of  steers.  He  was  successful  in  his 
various  undertakings  and  after  his  father's  death 
in  1871  he  bought  out  the  other  heirs  and  took 
possession  of  the  old  homestead.  Here  he  is 
busily  engaged  in  operating  his  farm  and  also  in 
breeding  horses,  of  which  he  has  now  about  twenty- 
five  head.  He  inherited  his  love  for  this  animal 
from  his  father  and  takes  great  interest  in  raising 
the  grade  of  the  animals  used  in  this  country. 
Among  his  horses  is  "Cellery  King''  No.  13,506,  a 
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three-year-old  of  great  promise.  He  also  owns  an- 
other fine  stallion, "Magna  Wilkes''  by  name,  which 
for  beauty  has  not  an  equal  in  the  county  and  from 
his  breeding  and  build  will  make  a  fine  record 
among  the  fast  horses  on  the  turf.  Our  subject  has 
several  other  fine  colts  that  promise  great  results  in 
the  future;  among  them  is  a  fine  three-year-old  in- 
bred "Black  Hawk. ' '  He  also  has  a  fine  line  of  Jersey 
cattle  in  which  he  takes  great  pride.  He  has  long 
been  engaged  in  breeding  horses  and  cattle.  He 
thoroughly  understands  the  business  and  fully 
realizes  the  fact  that  it  is  just  as  cheap  to  raise  a 
fine  animal  as  it  is  to  raise  a  scrub.  Mr.  White  has 
two  good  dwelling-houses  on  his  farm  and  is  en- 
joying life  as  only  an  independent  farmer  can. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  vari- 
ous local  offices.  He  and  his  family  are  highly  es- 
teemed in  their  community. 


=^>-^^<^ 


^^I^DWARD  J.  LANE,of  Arlington  Township, 
1^  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Yan  Buren  County, 
ZJ-H:^  has  a  noble  military  record  for  valor  and 
fidelity  to  the  Union  cause  during  the  late  war, 
that  contributed  to  the  high  reputation  of  one  of 
Michigan's  most  gallant  cavalry  regiments.  Mr. 
Lane  was  born  in  the  year  1831,  in  Lewis  County, 
N.  Y.  His  parents  were  Zebina  and  Polly  (Sykes) 
Lane,  who  were  natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  who  was  born  in  England, 
but  came  to  America  early  in  life,  was  a  brave 
soldier  in  the  ranks  of  the  Continental  Army  dur- 
ing the  revolution  that  freed  the  American  colonies 
from  British  rule. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Horace, a  resident  of  Jefferson  Countj^ 
N.  Y.;  Juliette,  who  married  John  Bailey,  and 
with  her  husband  died  in  Lewis  County,  N.  Y.; 
Zebina,  Jr.,  who  lives  in  that  county;  Betsy  A., 
wife  of  Truman  P.  Greene,  of  Lewis  County,  N.Y.; 
Francis,  deceased;  Emeline,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Ausman,  of  Lawrence,  Mich.;  James,  who 
served  in  the  army  and  gave  up  his  life  for  his 
country  during  the  war,  and  Edward  J. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  amid  the  pleasant 
scenes  of  his  birth,  and  after  attaining  manhood 


married  and  settled  in  his  native  county.  In  1855 
he  determined  to  avail  himself  of  the  many  excel- 
lent advantages  offered  to  a  practical,  wide-awake 
farmer  by  the  rich  soil  and  cheap  lands  of  Van 
Buren  County,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  that  he  spent  in  the 
South  helping  to  fight  his  country's  battles,  he  has 
lived  here  ever  since,  and  has  won  a  place  among 
our  most  useful  citizens  in  the  township  of  Arling- 
ton. His  farm  contains  one  hundred  acres  of  fine 
farming  land,  which  has  been  rendered  very  pro- 
ductive by  judicious  cultivation,  and  the  place  is 
amply  supplied  with  suitable  buildings,  and  the 
various  kinds  of  modern  machinery  for  facilitating 
agricultural  operations,  besides  being  well  stocked 
with  cattle,  horses  and  hogs. 

In  1862  Mr.  Lane  responded  to  the  call  of  the 
Government  for  more  troops,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  in  the  en- 
suing years  of  hard  and  bitter  warfare,  displayed 
a  true  soldierly  spirit  and  devotion  to  his  country, 
which  merited  and  gained  him  the  confidence  of 
his  commanders.  His  regiment  was  with  Rosecrans 
while  he  was  in  command,  and  remained  with  the 
same  department  throughout  the  war,  and  our  sub- 
ject and  his  comrades  took  an  active  part  in  many 
engagements  with  the  enemy.  They  were  at  the 
front  in  the  fight  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  won 
added  laurels  at  Stone  River,  and  did  gallant  ser- 
vice in  the  Atlanta  campaign;  while  their  last  en- 
counter with  the  Confederate  forces  was  at  Selma, 
Ala.,  shortly  before  the  close  of  the  Rebellion. 

Our  subject  did  not  go  through  the  war  un- 
scathed, but  succumbed  to  the  terrible  hardships 
of  a  soldier's  life  in  the  summer  of  '63,  was  taken 
home  on  a  sick  furlough,  and  for  some  weeks  lay 
at  the  point  of  death.  His  hardy  constitution 
triumphed,  and  with  undaunted  patriotism  he  re- 
joined his  regiment  as  soon  as  he  was  sufficiently 
recovered  to  do  duty,  and  served  faithfully  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  quietly  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer,  which  he  has  since  so 
successfully  pursued.  The  Republican  party  had 
his  earnest  support  on  the  battlefields  of  the  South, 
where  he  fought  for  its  principles,  he  having  been 
with  it  from  the  first,  casting  his  vote  for  Gen. 
Fremont,  and  he  is  still  to  be  found  in  its  ranks. 
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Mr.  Lane  was  first  married  in  his  native  county 
to  Miss  Eliza  Johnson,  who  died  in  1866,  leaving 
one  son,  J.  J.,  a  resident  of  Michigan  City,  Ind. 
In  1868  Mr.  Lane  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Gates, 
and  to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Hattie  P., 
now  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Temple.  Mr.  Lane  was 
married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Mrs.  Maria 
(Stearns)  Lamphear,  in  October,  1876, and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children:  Gertie  E.  and  Glen 
E.  Mr.  Lane  is  a  member  of  Wadswortli  Post,  No. 
49,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Lawrence. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Lane,  presented  on 
another  page. 


eHARLES  H.  PRENTISS,  who  has  an  art  store 
at  Otsego,  is  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness and  public  men  of  this  part  of  Allegan 
County,  and  is  also  well  known  in  political  and 
social  circles,  and  he  has,  too,  a  good  military 
record  as  an  able  and  patriotic  soldier  during  the 
late  war.  Mr.  Prentiss  is  a  native  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  born  October  1,  1830,  the  second  son 
and  fourth  child  of  his  parents.  When  a  small 
child  he  was  taken  by  his  grandparents,  and  was 
reared  by  them  until  he  was  ten  years  old.  At 
that  youthful  age  he  became  self-supporting,  going 
to  work  in  a  store  for  an  uncle.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  hired  out  to  a  farmer  at  $8  per  month, 
with  the  privilege  of  attending  school  during  the 
winter  months,  and  was  enabled  to  do  so  one  sea- 
son. Up  to  that  time  he  had  had  no  chance  of 
obtaining  an  education,  for  which  he  longed.  In 
1850  he  began  an  apprenticeship  to  a  marble  cutter, 
but  after  working  at  that  four  years,  he  was  obliged 
to  give  it  up,  as  he  found  the  work  did  not  agree 
with  him. 

At  that  point  in  his  life  our  subject  took  an  im- 
portant step  by  coming  Westward  to  Michigan, 
and  the  ensuing  six  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  in  this  State.  In  1860  he  removed 
to  Otsego  and  located  on  a  farm  in  this  township, 
and  was  devoting  himself  to  its  improvement  when 
the  rebellion  broke  out.     He   watched   its   course 


with  interest,  and  in  1862  arranged  his  affairs  so 
that  he  might  take  his  part  in  defending  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  enlisted,  August  11,  in  Company  B, 
Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Col.  H.  C.  Gilbert,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to 
the  front.  After  nearly  a  year's  service,  during 
which  he  had  participated  in  several  engagements 
with  the  enemy,  he  and  a  number  of  his  comrades 
were  taken  prisoners  at  the  battle  of  Brentwood 
Station,  by  Gen.  Forest  and  his  raiders,  on  the  24th 
of  March,  1864.  They  were  marched  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  miles  in  fifty-four  hours,  without 
a  morsel  to  eat  and  with  their  clothing  freezing  on 
them,  through  having  to  wade  streams.  They 
finally  arrived  at  Richmond,  more  dead  than 
alive.  There  our  subject  had  a  month's  experience 
of  life  in  Libby  Prison,  but  fortunately  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  was  exchanged. 

After  a  short  furlough  at  home,  on  the  expi- 
ration of  his  imprisonment,  Mr.  Prentiss  returned 
to  the  field,  but  owing  to  ill  health,  he  was  not  able 
to  do  active  duty  at  the  front,  and  his  Colonel  ex- 
erted himself  to  obtain  a  post  for  him  as  Assistant 
Topographical  Engineer,  in  the  Department  Head- 
quarters of  Gen.  Thomas.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  with  entire  satisfaction  until  the  war  was 
over,  he  and  others  of  the  party  occasionallj^  en- 
countering the  enemy  while  surveying,  and  he 
was  wounded  in  some  of  the  skirmishes  that 
resulted.  He  was  mustered  out,  June  25,  1865,  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  returned  Northward  with  a 
well-earned  reputation  for  efficient  and  gallant 
service. 

After  leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Prentiss  built  a 
planing  mill  at  Otsego,  and  operated  it  with  good 
success  twenty-two  years.  In  1881  his  mill  was 
burned,  but  he  rebuilt  and  operated  it  six  years 
longer,  when  he  sold  it.  He  has  since  conducted 
an  art  store  in  a  building  which  he  owns,  and  is 
doing  well  financially  in  catering  to  the  aesthetic 
tastes  of  an  intelligent  public,  which  patronizes 
him  extensively. 

Our  subject  was  married,  July  4, 1859,  to  Miss  Ro- 
enna  C.  Clark,  a  native  of  New  York.  They  have  one 
of  the  attractive  homes  of  the  village,  which  is 
tastef  ull}^  fitted  up,  and  is  the  seat  of  a  warm  hospi- 
tality, which  is  often  enjoyed  by  the  many  friends 
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that  they  have  gathered  around  them  during  their 
many  years'  residence  at  Otsego.  Mr.  Prentiss  is  a 
self-educated  man  of  much  culture,  who  by  exper- 
ience, observation  and  reading,  has  gathered  a  rare 
fund  of  information,  and  can  converse  intelligently 
on  all  topics  of  general  interest.  He  is  genial, 
courteous  and  obliging  m  his  intercourse  with 
others,  and  stands  high  in  the  business  world  as 
regards  his  credit.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal  Templar 
of  Temperance  and  a  Grand  Army  man,  while  in 
in  politics,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  held  vari- 
ous local  offices,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village 
Board,  and  at  the  spring  election  of  1892  was  re- 
elected to  the  office  of  Village  and  Township  Treas- 
urer. A  true  public  spirit  has  characterized  his 
official  record. 


>^^] 
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"jl?  ACOB  HOEK,  Master-mechanic  at  the  Bar- 
deen  Paper  Mills  at  Otsego,  and  one  of  the 
original  stockholders  of  the  company,  is  a 
very  competent  man,  and  has  contributed 
in  no  small  degree  to  the  successful  operation  of 
the  mill,  with  which  he  is  connected.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Netherlands,  born  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Holland,  August  1,  1843.  John  and  Martha 
Hoek,  his  parents,  were  natives  of  the  same 
province  where  he  had  his  birth.  In  1850  the 
family  emigrated  to  America,  and  soon  after  their 
arrival  in  a  strange  land,  were  overwhelmed  by  a 
sad  bereavement  in  the  death  of  the  father  from 
cholera,  eight  daj^s  later,  at  Kalamazoo.  He  had 
been  a  brave  soldier  in  his  native  country,  serving 
in  the  army  of  Holland  nine  years,  and  taking 
part  in  the  war  between  that  kingdom  and  Belgium. 
His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  her  death  oc- 
curring in  August,  1887,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
seventy -seven  years.  Both  were  sincere  Christians, 
clinging  to  the  faith  of  the  Reformed  Church,  of 
which  they  were  devout  members.  Seven  children 
accompanied  them  in  their  migration  to  the  New 
World,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  of  the  family. 
His  principal  schooling  was  obtained  in  the  winter 
seasons,  up  to  the  time  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old,  partly  in  Holland  and  partly  in  the  schools  of 


Michigan,  he  being  a  lad  of  seven  years  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  the  United  States.  At 
the  former  age,  the  independent,  ambitious,  keen- 
witted boy  began  his  struggles  with  the  world 
single-handed.  He  found  employment  on  a  farm 
in  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  received  at  first 
$1.50  a  week,  in  payment  for  his  services.  He 
continued  as  a  farm  laborer  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old,  and  then  entered  into  an  apprentice- 
ship to  learn  carpentering.  He  is  gifted  with  a 
decided  mechanical  genius,  and  became  a  thorough 
master  of  his  calling  in  every  detail.  He  served 
three  years,  and  then  was  employed  at  that,  or  at 
other  things,  as  he  chose,  and  he  gradually  picked  up 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  a  millwright, 
which  he  has  engaged  in  the  most  of  the  time 
since.  In  1867  he  accepted  a  situation  with  the 
Kalamazoo  Paper  Co.,  and  remained  with  that  as 
Master-mechanic  sixteen  years.  He  was  subse- 
quently engaged  in  the  bending  works  and  saw- 
mill at  Kalamazoo. 

In  1887  Mr.  Hoek  engaged  with  Messrs.  Bardeen, 
Hodges  &  Bryant  in  the  organization  of  the  Bar- 
deen Paper  Co.,  of  which  he  thus  became  one  of 
the  original  stockholders,  and,  accepting  the  posi- 
tion of  Master-mechanic,  he  came  to  Otsego  to 
oversee  the  erection  of  the  largest  paper  mill  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  with  which  he  has  ever 
since  been  connected  in  the  office  indicated.  He 
is  finely  fitted  for  this  responsible  position  by  his 
wide  experience,  accurate  knowledge  of  mechanics, 
and  remarkable  skill  in  handling  any  and  all 
kinds  of  machinery,  to  say  nothing  of  his  devo- 
tion to  his  business.  He  is  one  of  the  solid  men 
of  the  village,  financially  speaking,  having  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  property,  and  among  other 
possessions,  he  has  a  fine  brick  residence,  built  in 
1888,  of  a  pleasing  style  of  architecture,  and 
modern  in  its  appointments.  Mr.  Hoek  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  has  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  politics, 
as  every  loyal  citizen  should  have,  whether  a 
native  of  the  country  or  of  foreign  birth. 

Much  of  his  success  and  happiness  in  life  has 
come  to  our  subject  through  his  amiable  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1871,  and  the  son  and 
daughter  born  of  their  union,  John  J.  and  Jennie, 
who  complete  their   pleasant   home   circle.     Mrs. 
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Iloek,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catrina  Ossewarda, 
is  a  native  of  Ottawa  County,  Zeeland  Township, 
this  State,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jennie 
Ossewarda,  who  were  both  natives  of  Holland. 
They  both  came  to  this  country  in  1848,  and  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Ottawa  County  in  this 
State.  The  father  died  in  1876,  and  the  mother  in 
1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  only  three  are  living. 


eALYIN  WHITNEY  is  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing farmers  of  Saugatuck  Township,  Alle- 
gan County.  He  makes  his  home  on  ten  acres 
of  beautiful  land  on  section  10,  and  owns  besides 
that  property  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  on  sections  2  and  11,  forty-seven  of  which 
are  covered  with  timber.  He  is  the  son  of  Robert 
and  Sarah  (Harris)  Whitney,  natives  of  New  York 
State.  His  parents  came  to  the  Wolverine  State 
before  their  marriage. 

Robert  Whitney  was  twice  married,  our  subject 
being  the  eldest  son  by  his  second  marriage.  He 
was  given  the  advantages  of  a  common-school 
education  and  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  started 
to  carve  out  his  own  fortune.  That  his  industry 
has  been  rewarded  can  be  answered  by  viewing  his 
fine  estate.  He  worked  at  brick-laying,  however, 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when,  August 
28,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Third  Michi- 
gan Cavalry.  His  regiment  was  sent  to  Missouri 
and  did  good  service  under  Gen.  Fremont.  The 
first  engagement  in  which  he  participated  was  at 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  and  at  that  time  he  was  only 
seventeen  years  old.  His  regiment  was  discharged 
at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  in  February,  1865.  He  saw 
three  years'  service  and  veteranized  at  La  Grange, 
Tenn.  His  regiment  was  under  the  command  of 
Fremont,  Pope  and  Grant  at  different  periods  and 
our  subject  was  one  of  the  very  few  fortunate 
ones  who  fought  in  the  army,  as  he  was  never 
taken  prisoner  or  received  a  wound. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Calvin  Whit- 
ney went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  attended  Bryant 
&  Stratton's  Business  College.     On    finishing  his 


course,  he  came  to  Saugatuck  where  he  engaged  as 
"mine  host*'  of  the  Saugatuck  Hotel  for  about  six 
years.  In  May,  1874,  he  was  happily  married  to 
Miss  Johanna  C.  Burns,  daughter  of  John  Burns,  a 
native  of  Prussia.  Her  parents  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica about  1854  and  Mrs.  Whitney  w^as  born  in 
Baltimore,  February  5,  1855. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  of  this  sketch  have  a 
beautiful  home  adjoining  the  village  of  Saugatuck, 
where  they  entertain  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Mr. 
Whitney  is  very  prominent  in  business  circles  and 
is  at  the  head  of  the  firm  of  C.  Whitney  &  Co.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican  and  has  been 
honored  by  being  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His 
father  lives  on  a  farm  adjoining;  his  mother 
died  in  1891.  Mr.  Whitney  is  one  of  the  wealthy 
men  of  Saugatuck  Township,  where  he  and  his 
family  are  greatly  respected. 


I  *  ■■  I  >■■ 
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^I^^ORTON  P.  KELLOGG.  Among  the  many 
[  jjj  gallant  soldiers  who  went  from  the  State 
li\J^  of  New  York,  and  served  faithfully  during 
the  late  Civil  War,  may  be  mentioned  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  can  recount  many  a  story 
of  the  battlefield,  and  the  hard  experiences  of  the 
boys  in  blue.  Like  a  majority  of  the  volunteer 
soldiers,  when  the  need  for  their  services  was  over, 
he  returned  to  the  peaceful  walks  of  life  and  has 
become  one  of  the  prominent  and  respected  citi- 
zens of  Plain  well,  Allegan  County,  Mich. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  born  in  Marion,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  2,  1841.  His  father,  Rodney  K. 
Kellogg,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was  a 
farmer  and  butcher  by  occupation,  and  for  several 
years  carried  on  a  meat  market  in  Marion.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  1871,  and  died  in  March, 
1873,  when  sixty-five  years  old.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Harriet  M.  Bailey,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  died  while  on  a  visit  to  her  old  home  in  that 
State,  in  1882. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  born  in  a  family  of 
five  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  living.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  district  schools, 
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completing  it  at  the  Collegiate  Institute  in  Marion, 
where  he  was  a  stndent  for  some  time.  When  six- 
teen years  old,  he  began  teaching,  which  occupation 
he  followed  for  some  time.  On  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  volun- 
teer in  his  country's  defence  and  in  September,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Ninety-eighth  New  York 
Infantry,  under  Col.  Dutton.  He  began  his  active 
service  in  the  Peninsula,  under  Gen.  McClellan. 
He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Yorkstown,  Will- 
iamsburg, Seven  Pines,  and  Fair  Oaks.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  on  June  29,  1862,  just  before  the 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  and  was  exchanged  and  re- 
turned to  his  regiment  December  13,  1862.  He 
rejoined  his  regiment  at  Yorktown,  it  being  sent, 
December  25,  to  re-inforce  Gen.  Foster  in  North 
Carolina,  where  it  remained  only  about  two  weeks, 
and  was  then  ordered  to  South  Carolina  to  join  an 
expedition  that  Gen.  Hunter  was  fitting  out 
ag-ainst  Charleston.  He  remained  in  South  Caro- 
lina until  that  expedition  proved  a  failure,  when 
he  returned  to  North  Carolina  in  April,  1863,  and 
spent  the  summer  near  Newbern.  In  the  fall,  they 
were  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  James,  under 
Gen.  Ben  Butler.  In  the  winter  of  1863  and  1864, 
his  regiment  was  stationed  at  Pongo  Bridge,  thirty 
miles  south  of  Norfolk,  to  guard  that  bridge.  In 
the  spring  of  1864,  Butler  concentrated  all  his 
forces  at  Yorktown,  and  reorganized  the  army  of 
the  James.  He  landed  them  at  City  Point  and  be- 
gan operations  against  Petersburg,  destrojdng  the 
railroad  communications,  etc.  Early  in  May  a  bat- 
tle was  fought  at  Swift's  Creek,  and  the  13th,  14th, 
and  15th  of  the  same  month  at  Drury 's  Bluff.  They 
were  sent  from  there  down  the  James  and  up  the 
York  and  Pamunkey  Rivers,  and  fought  a  battle 
at  Cold  Harbor,  where  our  subject  saw  ten  thous- 
and men  stretched  upon  the  ground  in  a  few  min- 
utes. The  part  of  the  army  with  which  our  subject 
was  connected  returned  to  Bermuda  Landing  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th  of  June,  and  crossing  the 
Appomattox  River  took  the  Heights  of  Petersburg 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  From  that  time 
on  they  had  continuous  fighting  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  wounded  on  June  24th,  while 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  by  a  shell,  but  was  only 
laid  up  for  a  short  time.     On  the  3d  of  July,  he 


was  in  the  fight  at  the  mine  explosion,  on  Ceme- 
tery Hill.  September  29,  they  charged  upon  and 
took  Ft.  Harrison  on  New  Market  Heights,  and  on 
October  22,  was  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  Mr. 
Kellogg  started  out  as  a  private  soldier,  but  was 
promoted  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  on  October 
12,  1864,  in  reward  for  his  gallant  services  in  sev- 
eral battles.  On  the  27th  of  October,  he  again 
showed  his  bravery  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  on 
the  following  day  was  recommended  for  promo- 
tion as  First  Lieutenant,  and  was  given  that  posi- 
tion on  the  25th  of  November,  1864.  In  Decem- 
ber of  the  same  year  he  was  sent  under  Gen.  But- 
ler to  Ft.  Fisher,  N.  C,  but  was  soon  sent  back  under 
Alfred  H.  Terry,  who  assaulted  the  works  at 
Ft.  Fisher  on  the  13th  of  January  1865,  and  cap- 
tured them.  Our  subject  assisted  in  the  cap- 
ture at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  and  remained  there  under  command 
of  Sherman,  being  in  the  department  of  this  cele- 
brated General  until  the  surrender  of  Johnson, 
after  which  he  was  sent  back  to  Wilmington,  and 
was  Assistant  Provost-Marshal  of  that  city  until 
his  discharge  in  October,  1865. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Kellogg  returned  to 
his  home  in  Marion  Township,  and  for  three  years 
was  engaged  in  manufacturing  tinware.  In  the 
spring  of  1869,  he  came  to  Plainwell,  where  he 
taught  school  for  three  terms,  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  various  milling  enterprises.  In  May,  1877, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Merrill  Milling  Com- 
pany, and  lias  worked  his  way  up  until  he  became 
the  manager  of  the  mills,  which  position  he  has 
held  since  July  10,  1882.  These  mills  are  finely 
equipped  and  have  a  capacity  of  two  hundred  bar- 
rels a  day.  Their  products  are  sent  to  all  parts  of 
the  country,  including  the  New  England  and 
Southern  States. 

In  the  fall  of  1867,  Mr.  Kellogg  was  married  to 
Miss  L.  S.  Sanders,  a  native  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
They  have  one  child  named  Fay.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  which 
they  take  an  active  part.  In  politics,  Mr.  Kellogg 
is  a  Republican,  and  is  interested  in  all  affairs  re- 
lating to  the  Government,  both  local  and  National, 
using  his  influence  on  the  side  of  right  and  jus- 
tice.    He  has  held  several  local  offices,  has   been  a 
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member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years  and 
is  at  present  Moderator  of  the  same  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  In  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  he  holds  the  office  of  an 
Elder,  and  is  also  a  Trustee  and  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Society. 
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W  AMES  W.  KENNEY.  One  of  the  most  wide- 
awake and  successful  business  men  in  West- 
ern Michigan  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  and  who  Is  carrying  on 
two  stores,  one  at  Covert  where  he  resides,  the  other 
at  South  Haven.  He  was  born  in  Halton  County, 
Canada,  August  5,  1847,  his  parents  being  Will- 
iam M.  aad  Mary  (Sherburne)  Kenney.  The  family 
came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Van  Buren  Count}^ 
in  1861,  where  the  father  purchased  unimproved 
land  which  he  cleared  up  and  devoted  himself  to 
the  culture  of  fruit.  Our  subject  attended  school 
in  Canada,  which  was  no  laughing  matter  to  the 
boys  of  those  days,  there  being  only  one  week's 
vacation  throughout  the  entire  year  and  but  one 
day,  the  Queen's  birthday,  on  which  there  was  on 
school.  He  also  attended  school  after  coming  to 
Van  Buren  County,  and  acquired  a  good  business 
education. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  limited  in  means, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  James  W.  agreed 
to  pay  him  $250  for  his  time  until  he  was  of  age, 
and  then  prepared  to  paddle  his  own  canoe  in  the 
voyage  of  life.  He  was  for  a  time  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  also  dealing  in  land,  and  for  eight 
years  owned  and  operated  a  stage  route  between 
South  Haven  and  Watervliet.  When  the  West 
Michigan  Railroad  was  being  built  he  took  a  con- 
tract to  grade  a  portion  of  the  road,  and  cleared 
$3,000  by  the  operation.  This  was  a  good  start 
for  the  young  man  but  he  was  exceedingly  liberal 
with  his  newly  acquired  wealth  and  gave  a  goodly 
portion  of  it  to  his  relatives. 

In  1884  Mr.  Kenney,  with  a  capital  of  $800,  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business  at  Covert,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful.     Four  years  later  he 


removed  from  his  rented  storeroom  into  a  large 
and  convenient  building  of  his  own  and  his  business 
annually  increased,  people  coming  many  miles 
and  passing  through  other  towns  to  -'trade  with 
Kenney,"  whose  name  became  familiar  to  all.  In 
1890  he  decided  to  enlarge  his  operations,  and  ac- 
cordingly made  arrangements  to  open  a  store  in 
South  Haven.  For  this  purpose  a  building  was 
erected  by  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Monroe,  and  here,  on 
February  10,  1892,  he  opened  a  large  store,  carry- 
ing all  classes  of  goods.  He  visits  all  the  princi- 
pal markets  of  the  East  semi-annually,  and  purchas- 
ing his  goods  for  cash  and  selling  in  the  same  way, 
he  is  enabled  to  compete  with  any  one  in  the 
surrounding  country. 

Mr.  Kenney  was  married,  December  1,  1874,  to 
Miss  Hattie  Wynn,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Wynn.  Of  this  marriage  three  children  have 
been  born,  Lena,  Eva  and  Wynn.  Mr.  Kenney 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  has  not  time  to 
trouble  himself  about  the  politics  of  the  countr3^ 
He  is  a  very  energetic,  enterprising  man,  whose  suc- 
cess is  due  to  his  own  efforts  and  he,  with  his  wife 
and  family,  holds  a  prominent  place  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  reside. 


>^^^==^m^ 


ORIN  J.  WOODARD,  who  resides  in  Plain- 
well,  Allegan  County,  was  born  m  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1833.  His  father, 
Jonathan  Woodard,  was  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  the  same  State,  and  was  born  February 
12,  1801.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a  manufacturer 
of  reeds  for  weavers'  looms,  but  later  became  a 
farmer.  He  removed  to  Michigan  in  1847,  and 
located  in  Kalamazoo  County,  buying  a  farm  in 
Cooper  Township.  His  land  was  partially  cleared 
and  he  carried  on  its  cultivation  until  1863,  when 
he  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  where  his  death  took 
place  in  1877.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence  in 
his  community,  holding  various  local  offices  and 
being  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Supervisor  of 
Cooper  Township  during  the  time  he  lived 
there.  He  was  Second  Lieutenant  in  a  company 
of  State  Militia  in  New  York,  and,  during  his  resi- 
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deuce  in  that  State,  was  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  On  first  coming  to  Michigan,  he 
united  with  the  Congregational  Church,  but  on  re- 
moving to  Kalamazoo,  returned  again  to  the  Bap- 
tist faith.  He  was  a  School  Trustee  for  several 
years.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Abram 
Woodard,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
December  10,  1773,  and  dying  August  20,  1820,  at 
forty-eight  years  of  age.  The  AYoodard  family 
emigrated  from  England  about  two  hundred  years 
ago.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Nancy  (Hart) 
Woodard,  was  a  native  of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
her  birth  taking  place  February  10,  1805,  and  her 
death  in  December,  1855.  Four  of  her  family  of  six 
children  are  now  living,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
third  and  eldest  son. 

Mr.  Woodard  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  receiving  a  district 
school  education.  He  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
father's  family  in  1847,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
began  teaching  school,  which  business  he  followed 
four  terms.  In  spite  of  his  early  disadvantages  in 
the  way  of  schooling,  he  has  always  been  a  hard 
student,  embracing  every  opportunity  to  add  to 
his  knowledge  of  books,  and  is  emphatically  a 
self -made  man.  On  reaching  his  majority,  he 
worked  for  one  year  on  the  farm  for  his  father, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1855  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  Cooper.  Two  years  later  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  which  he  operated  until  the  spring 
of  1861,  when  he  again  entered  the  mercantile 
business  at  Cooper.  Here  he  remained  until  1866, 
when  he  removed  to  Plain  well  and  resumed  his 
business  here.  He  again  sold  out  in  the  spring 
of  1870,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Cooper  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County,  in  1877,  which  is  now 
operated  by  a  tenant. 

Mr.  Woodard  was  agent  for  the  American  Ex- 
press Company  for  eight  years;  also  during  that 
time  being  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real-es- 
tate business.  Since  giving  up  his  express  busi- 
ness, he  has  devoted  almost  his  entire  time  to  in- 
surance, real  estate,  conveyancing,  etc.  He  has 
an  excellent  knowledge  of  law,  and  is  often  asked 
to  give  advice  in  difficult  cases.  Although  he 
makes  no  pretense  of  practicing  law,  he  is  every- 
where recognized  as  a  safe   counselor.     He  repre- 


sents the  following  insurance  companies:  Hart- 
ford, Continental,  Phoenix;  Fire  Association,  of 
Philadelphia;  Commercial;  Union,  of  London;  and 
Boylston,  of  Boston. 

Our  subject  was  married  April  26,  1857,  to  Miss 
Melissa  E.  Stratton,  who  is  a  native  of  Portage 
County,  Ohio.  Of  this  union  one  child  has  been 
born,  Mary  C,  wife  of  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Barber,  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Barber  is  a  native  of  Quincy,  Mich., 
and  a  graduate  of  Kalamazoo  College,  and  Mor- 
gan Park  Theological  Seminary  of  Chicago,  finish- 
ing his  course  in  the  latter  college  in  1882.  He 
was  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Fen  ton,  Mich., 
for  eight  years,  and  was  then  called  to  the  church 
at  Battle  Creek.  Mrs.  Barber  was  graduated  in 
1880  from  Kalamazoo  College,  completing  the 
Latin  and  scientific  course.  She  is  a  life  member 
of  the  Woman's  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  West,  and  is  engaged  in  teaching 
Bible  study  and  Christian  doctrine  for  missionary 
cai  didates — 3^oung  ladies  who  are  preparing  them- 
selves for  missionaries.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Mabel  and  Ethel. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Woodard  were  Joseph  B. 
and  Ruth  (Olin)  Stratton.  The  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  removing  from  there  to  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  and 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1887,  when 
eighty-seven  years  old.  Her  mother  died  in  1881. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  famous  Olin  family,  and 
eleven  of  her  twelve  children  are  living.  She  was 
an  excellent  woman,  and  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Woodard  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party  until  1884,  since  which  time  he  has  voted 
with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  has  held  a  number 
of  local  offices,  having  been  Constable  one  year, 
Township  Treasurer  two  j^ears,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  eight  years.  Township  Clerk  two  years 
School  Inspector  two  years,  and  President  of 
the  Village  two  years.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  for  twenty- three 
years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  an 
Elder  for  sixteen  years,  and  also  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees.    He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
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ternity  for  thirty  years.  Mr.  Woodard  is  a  man 
of  prominence  in  this  locality,  and  his  estimable 
wife  shares  with  him  in  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  they  are  associated.  Mr.  Wood- 
ard always  being  a  great  reader  is  now  compelled 
to  forego  that  pleasure,  his  eyesight  having  failed 
him  to  that  extent  that  he  must  depend  upon 
others  to  read  for  him. 
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elCERO  M.  STUCK,  M.  D.  This  gentleman, 
although  young  in  years,  is  regarded  as  the 
leading  physician  in  Plain  well,  Allegan 
County,  where  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  practice 
by  strict  attention  to  his  business,  and  has  acquired 
the  confidence  of  the  people  by  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  profession  which  he  has  adopted 
as  his  life  work.  Dr.  Stuck  was  born  in  Otsego, 
Allegan  County,  November  12,  1854.  His  father, 
Henry  D.  Stuck,  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
emigrated  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ypsilanti  in 
1832.  He  there  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  re- 
maining until  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  that 
place,  when  in  1854  he  removed  to  Otsego,  where 
he  lived  until  his  death  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years.  He  had  taken  up  land  two  miles  west 
of  Otsego,  which  he  cultivated  and  made  into  a 
good  farm.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Pratt,  was  born  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,and  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1837.  She  died 
in  1872  when  forty-five  years  old.  Of  their  family 
eleven  children  are  living,  our  subject  being  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth,  {here  being  fourteen  chil- 
dren, thirteen  boys  and  one  girl. 

Dr.  Stuck  received  a  good  education,  being 
graduated  from  the  Otsego  High  School  in  1870. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner  and  followed  that 
until  he  began  reading  medicine,  subsequently  en- 
tering the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor  in 
1878,  where  he  spent  one  year.  He  then  entered 
the  Bennett  Eclectic  Medical  College  in  Chicago, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1881.  He  located 
first  at  Hopkins,  this  State,  where  he  remained  for 
eighteen  months,  from  there  removing  to  Kent 
County,  where  he  resided  for  five  years.  On  De- 
cember 17,  1886,  he  came  to  Plain  well  where  he 


has  since  resided,  enjoying  a  good  practice  and  oc- 
cupying a  prominent  position  in  the  community. 

Dr.  Stuck  was  married  in  1878  to  Miss  Ella 
Engles,  of  Otsego,  and  of  this  union  two  children 
have  been  born,  Olin  and  Ora.  In  politics,  our 
subject  is  a  Democrat  and  while  in  Otsego  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Board.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Village  Board  of  this  place  for  two  years 
and  was  a  candidate  for  County  Commissioner. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  belongs  to  the  State 
and  National  Eclectic  Societies,  the  Kalamazoo 
Academy  of  Medicine  and  the  Grand  River  Valley 
Medical  Association. 


^^ 


^^^)^'r 


^^ 


AMUEL  P.  WILSON,  who  is  the  manager 
of  George  Hannahs'  real-estate  and  lumber 
business  in  South  Haven,  is  a  pioneer  resi- 
dent of  this  county,  having  come  here  in 
October,  1854.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  July  15,  1835.  His  parents  were  Hugh  and 
Jeanie  (McMaster)  Wilson,  the  father  being  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland  where  he  was  born  near  Belfast  in 
January,  1800.  He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  also 
learned  the  trade  of  a  stone  mason.  His  wife  was 
also  a  native  of  Ireland  but  of  Scotch  descent.  In 
1834  this  couple  came  to  the  United  States  and 
first  settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  removing  in 
1843  or  1844  to  Wayne  County,  the  same  State, 
where  he  died  in  July,  1881,  his  wife  having 
passed  away  in  1872.  They  reared  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  years  of 
maturity.  These  are:  Hugh,  Jane,  John,  James, 
Samuel  P.,  Rosanna,  Elinor,  Elizabeth  and  Israel. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  attended 
the  district  school  until  the  age  of  seventeen,  when 
he  commenced  teaching,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed for  thirteen  terms,  three  of  those  being  in 
New  York,  two  in  Illinois  and  eight  in  Michigan. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  he  came  to  this  State,  first 
settling  in  South  Haven  where  he  followed  teach- 
ing. He  also  taught  school  in  Winnebago  County, 
111.,  and  resided  in  Lee  and  Ogle  Counties,  111.  In 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson  quit  teaching  and  engaged  in 
the  wood  and  bark  trade  at  South  Haven;  he  served 
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as  Township  Treasurer  four  years,  Supervisor 
eight  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1882  was  elected 
County  Recorder,  serving  four  years  in  that  office. 
Since  1887  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Hon. 
George  Hannahs. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  in  December,  1868,  to 
Alice  M.  Brown,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Angelina 
Brown.  She  was  a  native  of  Winnebago  County, 
111.,  where  she  was  born  May  17^  1842,  in  which 
county  her  father  was  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
1834,  and  was  one  of  its  most  substantial  farmers. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  three  children,  Jeanie, 
Samuel  H.,  and  Angelina.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  actively  interested  in  everything 
which  tends  to  the  upbuilding  of  his  town  and 
county.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  having  served 
as  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  for  two  years.  He 
is  a  Director  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  South 
Haven  and  a  stockholder  in  the  West  Michigan 
Savings  Bank  at  Bangor. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  his  family  hold  a  prominent 
place  in  the  community,  in  which  he  bears  the 
reputation  of  a  good  business  man  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen. 


^♦♦♦♦/^ 
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yAPT.   JAMES    S.    DONAHUE.     No    more 

y  popular  man  can  be  found  in  this  part  of 
''  Michigan  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  and  whose  portrait  is  shown  on 
the  opposite  page.  As  keeper  of  the  lighthouse  at 
South  Haven,  he  has  distinguished  himself  for  brav- 
ery and  besides  has  an  enviable  record  as  a  gallant 
soldier  throughout  the  late  war.  A  short  sketch 
of  his  life  will  prove  interesting,  not  only  to  those 
who  arc  acquainted  with  him  but  to  others  who 
find  pleasure  in  pursuing  the  history  of  noble 
deeds. 

Capt.  Donahue  is  a  native  of  Addison  County, 
Vt.,  and  was  born  March  18,  1840.  His  parents, 
Manday  and  Nellie  (Loan)  Donahue,  were  natives 
of  Ireland,  where  their  marriage  took  place.  Upon 
coming  to  the  United  States  they  settled  in  Addi- 
son County,  Vt.,  where  they  died  at  the  ages  of 
sixty-five  and  sixty-four  years  respectively.  Of 
their  family  of  seyen  childrei}  six  grew  to  matur- 
le 


ity,  namely:  Katie,  who  married  James  McMann, 
and  resides  in  Middlebury,  Vt.;  John,  a  locomotive 
engineer  in  California;  Nellie,  who  married  John 
McNulty,  and  died  in  Worcester,  Mass.;  Edward, a 
resident  of  South  Haven;  James  S.  and  Henry,  a 
horse  dealer  at  Wichita,  Kan. 

When  twelve  years  old,  our  subject  went  on 
board  a  whaling  vessel,  sailing  from  Green  port, 
L.  I.,  via  Cape  Horn,  to  the  Pacific  and  Arctic 
Oceans,  and  other  points.  Returning  after  a  voy- 
age of  forty-'four  months,  he  worked  for  three 
years  in  a  machine  shop  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  after 
which  he  came  West  to  Detroit.  About  that  time 
the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  he  enlisted  in  June, 
1861,  as  a  private  of  Company  A,  Eightli  Michigan 
Infantry,  serving  at  different  intervals  during  the 
war  with  Companies  A,  B  and  K,  of  that  regiment. 
Their  first  engagement  was  at  Hilton's  Head,  S.  C, 
followed  by  those  of  Broad  River,  Ft.  Pulaski, 
Wilmington  Island,  Bufort  Island,  Tybee  Island, 
and  James  Island.  In  the  last-named  battle  he 
was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  by  a  grape  shot  weigh- 
ing one  pound  and  five  ounces,  which  caused  his 
confinement  in  the  hospital  on  David's  Island, 
N.  Y.,for  several  weeks. 

When  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  Capt.  Donahue 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Santilla,  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  campaign  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Jackson,  Crab  Orchard,  Cumberland  Gap, 
Louden,  Blaine's  Cross-roads  Bull's  Gap,  Straw- 
berry Plains,  Knoxville,  Brandj^  Station  and 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  May  6,  1864,  his 
left  leg  was  pierced  by  a  minie  ball  and  had  to  be 
amputated  at  the  thigh,  thus  disabling  him  from 
further  service.  He  then  resigned  and  returned  to 
Detroit.  Entering  the  service  as  a  private,  Capt. 
Donahue  vvas  promoted  from  time  to  time  and  in 
1862  was  commissioned  Captain  of  Company  A, 
with  which  rank  he  retired. 

After  leaving  the  service  Capt.  Donahue  re- 
mained in  Detroit  for  some  time  and  then  removed 
to  Gratiot  County,  whence  in  1874  he  came  to 
South  Haven  to  accept  the  appointment  of  light- 
house keeper,  which  he  has  since  retained  and  in 
which  he  has  made  an  excellent  record.  During 
these  years  he  has  passed  eighty-eight  nights  in  the 
lighthouse,  but  of  all  these,  one  in  October,  1882, 
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was  the  worst  he  ever  experienced.  On  that  night 
the  Alpena  was  lost  with  one  hundred  and  one 
souls  on  board.  Everj'^  sea  that  struck  the  pier 
went  over  the  top  of  the  lightliouse  and  every  in- 
stant its  keeper  expected  to  be  his  last.  His  faith- 
ful wife  sat  by  the  window  of  their  house  all  night 
long,  watching  the  light  and  the  form  of  her  hus- 
band inside  the  tower,  and  his  brother  walked  the 
shore.  It  was  an  awful  night  never  to  be  forgot- 
ten. 

Keeping  the  light  has  not  been  all  of  his  work, 
for  until  1887  there  was  no  life-saving  station  at 
South  Haven,  and  Capt.  Donahue  was  the  means 
of  rescuing  fifteen  persons  from  drowning.  For 
this  the  United  States  Government  presented  him 
with  a  silver  medal  on  one  side  of  which  is  inscribed, 
"United  States  of  America,  act  of  Congress  June 
20,  1874,"  and  on  the  reverse  side,  "To  Capt.  James 
S.  Donahue,  for  bravely  rescuing  several  persons 
from  drowning  in  1875 — 1889."  Surrounding 
this  is  the  inscription,  "In  Testimony  of  Heroic 
Deeds  in  Saving  Lives  from  the  Perils  of  the  Sea." 
On  the  evening  of  his  forty-sixth  birthday,  Capt. 
Donahue  was  called  upon  by  fifty-two  seamen  who 
presented  him  a  gold  medal  inscribed  on  one  side, 
"Presented  to  Capt.James  S.Donahue  by  the  seamen 
of  South  Haven,  March  18,  1885,"  on  the  reverse 
side  is  an  engraving  of  the  lighthouse  of  South 
Haven.  He  also  has  a  personal  letter  from  the 
late  Secretary  Windom,  saying  although  there  was 
no  law  to  give  him  a  gold  medal  yet  he  should 
have  one.  Capt.  Donahue  also  has  charge  of  the 
signal  station  at  South  Haven  and  owns  a  fleet  of 
the  very  best  row  boats,  some  twenty  in  number. 
His  residence,  which  is  furnished  him  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, is  located  on  the  lake  shore  and  there  is 
no  pleasanter  home  in  South  Haven.  He  owns 
considerable  property  in  the  town. 

Politically,  Capt.  Donahue  is  a  Republican  and 
has  served  two  terms  as  President  of  the  Village 
Board  of  South  Haven,  and  also  as  Township 
Treasurer  of  Seville,  Gratiot  County,  Mich.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  "Comrades  of  the  Battle 
Field,"  or  "Ninety  Days  Under  Fire,"  and  very  few 
soldiers  have  a  better  record  entitling  them  to 
membership  in  such  a  society.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  aud  Council  in 


the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  bodies  he  has  held 
important  offices.  He  is  Post  Commander  of  M.  J* 
Dickinson  Post,  No.  345,  G.  A.  R.,  and  a  member  of 
the  Enterprise  Club  of  South  Haven. 

Capt.  Donahue  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  taking  place  June  1 7,  1872,  to  Sophia,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  Oberlin,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  in  1845,  and  at  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage resided  in  Gratiot  County,  Mich.  She  died 
July  8,  1875,  leaving  one  son,  Edward  M.,  born 
March  17,  1875,  who  is  now  on  the  United  States 
Goveniment  Boat  "Hancock."  The  second  wife 
of  Capt.  Donahue,  to  whom  he  was  married  April 
19,  1876,  was  Ann  Kyme,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Ann  Kyme,  who  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N. 
Y.,  April  29,  1854,  coming  to  South  Haven  from 
Pennsylvania  in  1874,  and  residing  with  a  brother. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Donahue  were  natives  of 
England;  the  father  was  born  in  Hull  and  the 
mother  in  Rounds,  Northamptonshire.  The  mother 
came  with  her  grandparents  to  this  country,  land- 
ing in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1827.  The 
father  was  mate  on  the  same  vessel  that  brought 
them  over,  and  in  that  way  became  acquainted 
with  his  future  wife.  To  the  captain  and  his  wife 
five  sons  have  been  born,  namely:  Walter  L.,  John 
Bagley,  Calvin  C,  James  M.,  and  Watson  B. 

Capt.  Donahue  is  exceedingly  popular,  being  a 
genial,  warm-hearted  man  whose  many  excellencies 
draw  about  him  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


VILLI  AM  ORR,  a  prominent  and  prosperous 
farmer,  residing  on  section  26,  Ganges 
Township,  Allegan  County,  was  born  in 
1826,  on  board  the  Brig  "Trusty,"  of  London,  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Orr, 
a  native  of  Bath,  Ireland,  where  he  was  born  in 
1802.  There  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
studied  three  years  for  the  ministry  of  the  Church 
of  England,  but  he  dropped  his  profession  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  While  on  the 
farm  he  was  married  to  Sarah  McCaeice,  a  daughter 
of  Patrick  and  Mary  (C^^mson)  McCaeice,  ^nd  the 
mother  of  our  gwbject,     fatrick  McCaeice  -^m  an 
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innkeeper  in  Ireland  and  well  known  in  the  vicin- 
ity. The  parents  of  Samuel  Orr  were  William  and 
Rachel  (Wright)  Orr,  of  Ireland,  and  lived  on  a 
farm. 

In  a  few  years  after  the  marriage  of  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  they  emigrated  to  America  and 
were  fourteen  weeks  on  the  water  in  a  sailing 
vessel.  The  boat  drifted  north  among  icebergs, 
and  south  to  the  Torrid  Zone.  All  on  board 
nearly  starved  to  death  before  they  reached  land. 
On  landing,  Mr.  Orr  located  in  New  York  State 
and  two  years  later  came  to  Michigan,  locating 
first  in  Eaton  County.  In  1838  he  came  to  Alle- 
gan County  and  settled  in  Gun  Plains  Township, 
but  finally  went  to  Saugatuck  Township,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  When  a 
young  man,  this  gentleman  enlisted  in  the  Scotch 
Grays  in  the  English  Army.  The  mother  died  in 
1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  John,  Margaret, 
James,  deceased,  and  Mathew.  Our  subject  received 
all  his  education  before  ten  years  of  age,  but  his  wide 
range  of  reading  has  fitted  him  to  battle  with  the 
world.  He  was  nothing  but  a  mere  lad  when  his 
father  removed  to  this  count}^  and  since  then  he 
has  cared  for  himself.  He  ran  away  from  home 
when  fourteen  years  old  and  went  upon  the  lakes, 
and  for  nine  years  he  sailed  in  the  summers  and 
worked  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winters. 

In  1850  Mr.  Orr  was  married  to  Lucy  M.  Hale, 
one  of  four  children  born  to  James  C.  and  Martha 
Hale.  They  are  Mrs.  Orr,  William,  Julia  R.  and 
James.  Ten  children  have  blessed  the  fireside  of 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife.  Three  died  in 
infancy.  William,  James  and  Thomas  died  before 
reaching  manhood.  Edward  P.;  Mathew  S.;  Lucy 
S.,  wife  of  William  Chart,  and  Julia,  wife  of  An- 
drew Morris,  are  still  living.  The  mother  of  this 
family  was  called  from  earth  in  1873.  Our  sub- 
ject was  a  second  time  married,  taking  as  his  wife 
Jane  Mosey.  Our  subject's  first  location  was  on  a 
farm  in  Saugatuck  Township,  this  county.  In 
1858  he  purchased  a  small  farm  on  section  17, 
Ganges  Township,  which  he  improved  and,  in 
1875,  traded  it  for  the  farm  whera  he  now  lives. 

This    gentleman  enlisted   in  thg  defence  of  his 


country  in  1863,  in  the  Third  Michigan  Cavalry, 
Company  E,  and  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
West.  He  fought  in  many  of  the  most  important 
battles  of  the  war,  the  last  one  being  at  Mabel. 
He  was  very  fortunate  in  never  being  wounded 
or  taken  prisoner.  He  had  three  brothers  besides 
himself  who  fought  for  the  old  flag,  and  James  was 
the  only  one  wounded,  he  dying  from  this  injury 
a  few  years  afterward.  Our  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Jacob  Fry  Post,  No.  196,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Ganges, 
and  in  politics,  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

He  has  probably  cleared,  bj^  his  own  labor  and 
money,  as  much  land  as  any  man  in  Allegan 
County.  In  the  last  ten  years  he  has  cleared  five 
hundred  acres  and  has  also  taken  contracts  and 
built  many  of  the  roads.  He  is  known  far  and 
wide  as  a  reputable  and  well-to-do  farmer. 


m>-^^<^ 


CHARLES  S.  MILLS.  This  prominent  farmer 
and  fruit-grower  of  Casco  Township,  Alle- 
gan County,  is  residing  on  sections  19  and 
24,  where  he  has  an  excellent  farm  of  seventy-four 
acres,  twenty-five  of  which  he  devotes  to  fruit- 
raising.  He  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Philo  P.  and  Sarah 
(Justin)  Mills.  The  father  of  our  subject  died 
when  Charles  was  but  five  years  of  age,  and  he  was 
doubly  orphaned  the  following  year  by  the  death 
of  his  mother.  He  was  then  taken  into  the  home 
of  his  maternal  grandparents,  the  Rev.  Ira  and 
Sally  Justin,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 

Charles  S.  Mills  remained  with  his  grandparents 
until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  live  with 
Samuel  Fuller,  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  then  returned  to  his  grand- 
parents, where  he  remained  one  season.  He  went 
to  the  family  of  Danford  Stover,  in  Genesee  County, 
and  remained  with  them  until  reaching  his  major- 
ity. Mr.  Mills  was  very  ambitious  to  obtain  a 
good  education,  and  went  to  school  winters  after 
reaching  his  twelfth  year,  walking  a  distance  of 
many  miles. 

Our  subject  ohose  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
when  starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  account, 
haying  beeii  F^arecl  to  that  vocation^  of  which  be 
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has  made  a  signal  success.  When  establishing  a 
home  of  his  own,  he  was  married  .January  31, 1872, 
to  Miss  Rosalia,  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Mary 
A.  (Brooker)  Johnson,  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  A  few  years  after  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Clinton 
County,  wliere  they  remained  a  twelvemonth.  In 
1882  they  came  to  their  present  home  in  Allegan 
Count}^,  where  Mr.  Mills  purchased  seventy-four 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  was  improved  when 
it  came  into  his  possession. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  of  this  sketch  have  been 
born  four  children:  William  C,  James  A.,  Charles 
J.  and  Ira  Juston.  Socially,  our  subject  is  con- 
nected with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, of  which  order  he  is  a  charter  member,  and 
has  been  its  first  Master  Workman.  Politically,  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  represented  his 
township  in  the  office  of  Treasurer.  He  has  also 
held  many  other  positions  of  responsibility,  acquit- 
ting himself  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  greatly  respected  in 
their  community. 


<^  MLLIAM  PRATT  had  nearly  attained  his 
\/\///  majority  when  he  enlisted  in  a  Michigan 
^^^  regiment,  and  soon  went  to  the  front  to 
help  fight  his  country's  battles.  He  won  an  ex- 
cellent military  record  for  good  soldiership,  and 
since  those  trying  times  has  shown  himself  an 
equally  good  citizen.  Allegan  is  his  native  county, 
and  on  his  farm  on  section  15,  Martin  Township, 
he  is  conducting  a  general  farming  business. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  village  of  Plain  well, 
March  5,  1843,  the  sixth  child  of  Hubbard  and 
Martha  (McBride)  Pratt,  of  whom  further  reference 
will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  our  subject's  brother 
Daniel.  Our  subject  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  mother,  her  untimely  death  occurring  when  he 
was  but  four  years  old.  He  continued  to  live  with  his 
father  until  he  was  sixteen,  and  at  that  age  he  be- 
gan life  on  his  own  account,  his  brain  and  muscle 
his  only  capital.  He  worked  out  by  the  month  on  a 
farm  in  Grand  Prairie,  Kalamazoo  County,  for  five 


summers,  and  in  the  winter  seasons  devoted  his 
time  to  completing  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  worked 
six  months  in  a  rake  factory  at  Plainwell.  He 
watched  the  course  of  the  war  with  patriotic  in- 
terest, and  in  1864,  the  year  that  he  became  of 
age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Eighth  Michigan 
Cavalry.  His  reofiment  was  at  Jackson  one  month 
after  it  was  recruited,  and  was  then  dispatched  to 
Nicholasville,  Ky.,  to  assist  in  military  operations 
in  that  I'egion.  Six  weeks  later  it  was  sent  to  do 
duty  at  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  from  there  went  to  take 
part  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  and  was  again  active 
in  a  skirmish  at  Columbus.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment  for  ten  months,  our  subject 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  army  at  Pul- 
aski, Tenn.,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville. 

After  his  exciting  experiences  of  the  war,  our 
subject  returned  to  his  home  in  Martin  Township, 
and  settled  down  to  the  life  to  which  he  had  been 
reared,  buying  a  tract  of  land  on  section  15,  which 
was  the  first  farm  that  he  owned  here.  He  put  up 
a  small  house,  and  entered  vigorously  upon  the 
work  before  him  of  placing  his  land  under  culti- 
vation. He  lived  upon  it  until  1887,  and  made 
of  it  a  fine  place.  He  then  removed  to  the  farm 
upon  which  he  now  makes  his  home.  He  has  here 
two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  are  under  tillage,  and 
he  devotes  it  to  general  farming  purposes,  keeping 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  head  of  cattle,  seventj^-five 
sheep,  and  other  stock  in  proportion,  all  of  good 
breeds. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  married  in  Trowbridge  Township, 
this  county,  March  30,  1869,  to  Emma  Eliza,  the 
only  daughter  of  William  and  Caroline  (Bradley) 
Buchannan.  She  was  born  in  Wayland  Township, 
January  21,  1851.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
New  York,  and  pioneers  of  Allegan  County. 
When  she  was  two  and  a  half  years  old,  her  father 
went  to  California,  and  she  was  reared  by  her 
grandparents.  Dr.  David  and  Eliza  Bradley.  The 
Doctor  was  a  very  prominent  man  in  the  township 
of  Wayland,  and  was  the  first  Postmaster  at  the 
village  of  that  name.  He  kept  a  hotel  on  his  farm 
at  the  time  the  stage  ran  on  the  road  from  Kala- 
mazoo  to  Grand   Rapids,     Mrs.   Pratt  remained 
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with  her  grandparents  until  ten  years  old,  and  then, 
her  mother  marrying  Allen  Wells,  she  went  to  live 
with  them.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
been  hallowed  by  the  birtli  of  ^wo  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Frank  A.,  who  is  attending  school  at 
Valparaiso;  Glen  W.,  also  attending  school;  and 
baby  Rubia. 

Our  subject  Is  well  endowed  with  those  attributes 
that  are  necessary  to  success  in  any  walk  of  life, 
and  these  have  won  him  the  cordial  good-will  and 
trust  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  been  prominent 
in  school  matters,  alwaj^s  evincing  a  decided  inter- 
est in  education,  and  has  held  the  offices  of  School 
Treasurer  and  School  Director.  His  politics  are  of 
the  Republican  order.  Socially',  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Wheeler  Post  G.  A.  R.,  at  Martin; 
religiously,  he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  that  village  as  one  of  its  most 
conscientious  members,  and  he  is  well  known  for 
his  generosity  in  contributing  to  the  support  of  all 
good  causes  that  will  in  any  way  enliance  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community. 


^OHN  W.  BRIGHAM,  an  influential  citizen 
of  Plainwell,  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  May 
27,  1822.  His  ancestors  for  many  years  re- 
sided in  New  England,  and  were  of  English 
extraction.  Ly scorn  Brigham,  his  grandfather, 
was  a  farmer  in  his  native  place,  Westboro  Town- 
ship, Franklin  County,  Mass.,  and  there  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven.  Curtis,  fatlier  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  eldest  among  five  children,  and  was 
a  native  of  Franklin  County,  his  birth  occurring 
May  21,  1793.  His  school  advantages  were  very 
meager,  and  he  left  his  home  in  1812  to  seek  em- 
ployment in  Boston.  In  order  to  reach  the  city, 
he  was  compelled  to  walk  ninety  miles,  and  shortly 
after  his  arrival  secured  a  position  on  a  ship  that 
made  trips  between  Boston  and  the  coast  of  Maine. 
During  the  third  voyage  made,  the  ship  was 
fired  on  and  captured  by  a  British  gunboat;  the 
cargo  was  taken,  and  all  the  men  with  one  excep- 
tion were  put  in  a  leaky  boat  and  set  adrift.  For 
twenty-four  hours  they  were  on  the  ocean  without 


food,  and  one  man  was  kept  busy  all  the  time  at 
the  pumps  in  order  to  keep  the  boat  from  sinking. 
Finally  the  exhausted  castaways  reached  Bath,  Me., 
and  were  rescued  from  threatened  death.  Mr. 
Brigham  returned  to  Boston,  where  he  soon  opened 
a  small  shoe-shop  and  was  successful  at  his  trade. 
About  that  time  he  was  married,  August  14,  1817, 
to  Lydia  Woodbury,  a  native  of  Salem,  Mass. 

In  1833,  Mr.  Brigham  determined  to  come  West 
to  Michigan,  and,  proceeding  by  way  of  the  lakes 
to  Detroit,  walked  from  that  city  to  Gull  Prairie, 
Kalamazoo  County,  to  prospect  for  a  location. 
The  outlook  was  so  favorable  that  he  returned 
East,  and  on  October  30,  1834,  started  with  his 
wife  and  ten  children  for  their  future  home  in 
Western  Michigan.  The  journey  was  made  over- 
land in  a  covered  wagon  drawn  by  three  horses, 
and,  crossing  Canada,  the  little  party  arrived  at 
Gull  Prairie,  December  10.  Their  first  home  was 
in  a  log  cabin  containing  only  one  room,  but  the 
spring  following  their  arrival,  they  removed  to 
Gun  Plain,  Allegan  County,  where  they  made  their 
home  in  a  16x20-foot  house.  That  was  the  first 
frame  building  put  up  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
lumber  was  fastened  in  place  with  wooden  pegs. 
Within,  the  furniture  was  meager,  consisting  mainly 
of  a  table  and  two  home-made  chairs. 

The  father  rented  eighty  acres  of  land  until  the 
fall  of  1835,  when  he  entered  one  hundred  and 
sixt}^  acres  of  heavily  timbered  Government  land 
situated  in  Gun  Plain  Township.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  the  following  year,  he  moved  into  a  log 
house  on  that  place,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  thickly 
wooded  country,  where  Indians  and  wild  animals 
were  numerous,  the  succeeding  years  were  passed 
in  arduous  toil.  A  zealous  Christian,  Mr.  Brigham 
had  been  licensed  to  preach  prior  to  leaving  the 
East,  and,  upon  coming  to  Allegan  County,  found 
that  no  religious  meetings  had  been  held  here  up 
to  that  time.  Accordingly,  he  invited  his  neigh- 
bors to  meet  in  the  little  log  schoolhouse  on  March 
8,  1835.  At  the  appointed  time  five  persons  were 
present  and  listened  to  a  sermon  from  Mr.  Brig- 
ham. On  May  10,  of  the  same  year,  a  Sunday-school 
was  organized  with  fourteen  members.  Through 
his  efforts  the  first  Baptist  society  in  the  couuty 
was  organized,  December  26,  1835* 
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Through  all  the  years  of  his  pioneer  life,  Mr. 
Brigham  continued  to  do  everything  in  his  power 
for  the  good  of  his  fellow-men,  and  was  widely 
known  and  respected.  When  the  first  church  was 
erected  in  the  county,  he  was  invited  to  preach 
the  dedicatory  sermon;  he  also  officiated  at  many 
funerals.  His  death  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  was  sincerely  mourned  and  called  forth 
testimonies  of  regard  from  his  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. His  wife,  who  was  also  a  devoted 
member  of  tlie  Baptist  Church,  survived  until  the 
fall  of  1877,  and  attained  to  the  good  old  age  of 
eighty-seven  years. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty-three,  and  in  the 
meantime  received  a  meager  education,  his  entire 
schooling  covering  a  period  of  not  more  than  nine- 
teen months.  Upon  starting  out  for  himself,  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  six  miles  north  of  Plain  well, 
and  built  a  log  cabin,  10x15  feet,  upon  the  place. 
Two  years  after  settling  there,  he  built  a  more 
commodious  structure,  where  his  sister  kept  house 
for  him  about  two  years.  Working  out  by  the  day, 
he  accumulated  enough  money  to  buy  five  calves 
and  twenty  lambs,  and  thus  a  beginning  was  made. 
After  spending  four  years  in  improving  his  farm, 
he  sold  it  and  cultivated  his  father's  place  on 
shares. 

Two  years  after  taking  charge  of  his  father's  es- 
tate, he  purchased  forty  acres  of  it  and  added 
thereto,  until,  when  he  sold  it  in  1868  for  $100  per 
acre,  he  owned  sixty  acres.  His  farm  was  one  of 
the  best  improved  in  the  county,  and  he  intro- 
duced all  modern  improvements  in  its  cultivation; 
he  also  sowed  and  raised  the  first  red  clover  in  the 
county.  He  removed  to  Plainwell  in  1868,  where 
he  built  his  present  commodious  residence.  He 
has  been  administrator  for  a  large  number  of  es- 
tates, among  them  that  of  his  brother-in-law,  the 
settlement  of  which  required  six  years. 

In  1849,  our  subject  was  married  to  Mary  Ann 
Fox,  who  was  born  in  Sussex,  England,  July  8, 
1825,  and  came  to  America  in  1846,  in  company 
with  a  cousin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brigham  have  trav- 
eled extensively,  and  spent  about  one  year  in  Cali- 
fornia, going  there  in  June,  1875,  and  returning 


home  in  April  of  the  following  year.  In  his  pol- 
itics, Mr.  Brigham  has  always  been  a  strong  Repub- 
lican. He  served  as  Highway  Commissioner  for 
twelve  years.  Notary  Public  for  eight  years,  and 
has  filled  the  various  school  offices.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Deacon  for 
forty  years,  and  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  twenty-six  years. 

In  this  connection  the  reader  will  notice  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Brigham. 


'  ■!  '     t  ^  t 


■^■*i'*i*^ 


W^  OHN  P.  WADE.  Education  may  do  much 
for  a  man,  but  it  is  an  old  saying  that  wit 
^^  and  gumption  are  the  most  important  fac- 
^^Jy  tors  in  making  a  man.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  not  lacking  in  these  qualities,  and  by  virtue 
of  these  he  has  made  his  way  in  the  world  and 
attained  to  his  present  prominent  and  enviable 
position.  He  is  truly  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune  and  is  a  self-made  man,  both  in  education 
and  financial  standing.  Beginning  at  the  foot  of 
the  ladder,  he  is  now  one  of  the  most  popular, 
prominent  and  enterprising  men  in  Ganges  Town- 
ship, Allegan  County.  He  has  a  fine  farm  on  sec- 
tion 11,  which  he  devotes  largely  to  the  raising  of 
fruit,  of  which  he  has  some  splendid  varieties. 

John  P.  Wade  was  bom  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
in  Massachusetts  in  1822  and  is  the  son  of  Snell 
and  Deborah  Wade.  His  father,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Bay  State,  was  the  son  of  a 
sea  captain.  Snell  Wade  learned  the  cooper's 
trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life.  His  father  dying  when  he 
was  quite  young,  he  was  compelled  to  support  his 
mother,  so  that  his  educational  advantages  were 
limited.  He  worked  at  his  trade  in  different  parts 
of  Massachusetts  and  finally  purchased  a  farm 
near  Lancaster,  where  he  was  very  prominent  in 
local  affairs. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Deborah  R.,  a  daughter  of  Richmond  and  Leafy 
Jacobs,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Wade  she  became 
the  mother  of  five  children,  one  of  whom  died 
when  young.     The  remainder  of  the  family  were 
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named  Perez;  Leafy,  now  deceased;  Snell  O., 
and  John  P.,  our  subject.  Snell  Wade  stood  very 
high  m  the  order  of  Masonry  and  in  politics  was 
a  Whig.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  at 
his  old  home  on  the  coast. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  given  an  excel- 
lent education  in  his  native  State,  and,  appreciating 
the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  books,  made  the  best 
of  his  opportunities,  and  is  to-day  a  cultured  and 
intelligent  gentleman.  He  began  in  life  on  his 
own  responsibility  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  by 
acting  as  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store  in  Lancaster, 
Mass.  He  followed  that  occupation  for  several 
years  in  different  parts  of  the  Bay  State,  previous 
to  which,  however,  he  worked  in  a  shingle  mill  for 
his  father  a  few  years. 

In  1844  John  P.  Wade  came  to  Allegan,  where 
there  were  only  two  stores  on  the  site  of  that  now 
thriving  village.  He  then  went  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Kalamazoo  River,  where  he  was  engaged  m 
selling  goods,  but  for  the  first  six  months  did  not 
realize  much  from  his  labors,  as  the  firm  he  was 
working  for  became  bankrupt.  Our  subject  was 
then  employed  in  different  stores  of  Saugatuck  for 
the  succeeding  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account,  under 
the  style  of  J.  P.  Wade  &  Co.,  doing  a  general 
merchandise  business. 

After  disposing  of  his  mercantile  interests,  Mr. 
Wade,  in  1858,  bought  a  seventy-two-acre  tract  of 
wild  land  in  Ganges  Township  on  which  he  lives 
at  the  present  time.  He  erected  a  plank  house  on 
his  property,  16x24  feet  in  dimensions,  which  later 
gave  wa}^  to  the  commodious  and  pleasant  dwelling 
which  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  township.  All 
the  improvements  on  his  place  have  been  the  result 
of  his  own  perseverance  and  good  judgment.  The 
first  few  years  of  life  on  his  new  farm,  Mr.  Wade 
was  engaged  as  book-keeper  for  a  firm  in  Kalama- 
zoo. He  also  taught  school  in  his  township,  at  one 
time  having  five  of  his  own  children  among  the 
pupils. 

When  twenty-four  years  of  age,  he  of  whom  we 
write  was  married  to  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Ezekiel 
Oilman,  and  of  their  union  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Lottie,  has  been  born.  After  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Wade,  our   subject   married  Sarah  S.  Barnes,  the 


daughter  of  John  and  Melissa  (Parish)  Barnes. 
Nine  children  have  been  granted  to  them,  who  bear 
the  respective  names  of  Viola,  Linda,  Willard, 
Theodosia,  Sarah,  Leafy;  Mary,  deceased;  Joseph- 
ine, and  John  P.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Wade,  of  this  sketch,  is  a  member  of  several 
different  social  orders,  among  which  are  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  has  attained  to 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree  of  Allegan  Lodge,  No.  50; 
he  also  belongs  to  Blue  Lodge,  No.  193,  of  Douglas, 
where  he  is  a  charter  member;  the  Odd  Fellows  of 
Fennville  and  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  He 
belongs  to  several  temperance  societies  and  in  pol- 
itics is  independent  in  local  affairs  but  in  National 
elections  casts  his  vote  for  the  Republican  candi- 
dates. Mr.  Wade  is  very  popular  in  his  township 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  numerous 
responsible  positions.  We  are  pleased  to  be  able 
to  present  to  our  readers  a  sketch  of  so  worthy  a 
gentleman. 


Z5o- 


ADISON  MILLER,  who  is  carrying  on 
general  farming  on  sections  16  and  22, 
Monterey  Township,  Allegan  County, 
where  he  owns  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teen acres  of  highly  improved  hmd,  is  an  early 
settler  of  Michigan,  of  which  his  parents  were 
pioneers.  He  is  a  son  of  Ira  and  Lydia  (Graves) 
Miller,  who  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
They  came  to  Michigan  in  the  '20s,  and  located  in 
Macomb  County,  where  our  subject  was  born  Jan- 
uary 5,  1832.  After  residing  in  this  State  for  a 
short  time,  they  returned  to  New  York  State,  thence 
coming  to  Illinois,  and  in  1845  to  this  county, 
where  the  father  took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  Government  land  on  section  14,  Monterey 
Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  very  limited 
education,  but  he  was  quick  and  bright,  and  had  a 
natural  turn  for  business  affairs,  which  he  used  to 
good  advantage,  and  has  made  a  success  of  what- 
ever he  has  engaged  in.  He  has  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  upon  a  farm,  and  is  now  enjoying  the 
results  of  his  industry  and  perseverance. 

Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage,  December  18, 
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1859,  with  Elizabeth  Porter,  a  daughter  of  Eliphalet 
Porter,  who  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  but 
removed  to  New  Hampshire  where  Mrs.  Miller  was 
born.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife,  as  follows:  Delora,  who  married 
Tell  Myers  and  died  May  24,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years;  she  left  one  daughter.  May, 
who  resides  with  her  grandparents.  Georgia,  who 
resides  at  home,  has  been  carefully  educated  in  the 
district  and  the  Allegan  High  Schools;  Guy  was 
born  September  2,  1868,  and  married  Miss  Cora 
Bishop.  He  also  was  educated  in  the  Allegan 
High  School,  and  lives  upon  the  home  farm,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  carrying  on  the  same.  Mr.  Miller 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  any  political  honors,  his  time  being 
fully  occupied  in  looking  after  his  own  affairs. 
The  family  are  highly  respected  and  esteemed  and 
have  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


fllU^ANNIBAL  HART.  The  subject  of  this 
Ijji)  sketch,  who  holds  the  position  of  Pros- 
/*W^  ecuting  Attorney  for  Allegan  County,  is 
(^)  a  prominent  citizen  of  Allegan,  who  is  held 
in  high  esteem  for  his  personal  qualities  and  also 
for  his  excellent  record  as  a  gallant  soldier  during 
the  late  war.  He  was  born  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  July  3,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Almira  (Pierce)  Hart,  natives  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Canada,  respectively.  His  father  was  a  far- 
mer and  lumberman  by  trade,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1839,  settling  in  Otsego  Township,  Allegan 
County,  of  which  he  was  a  pioneer.  He  purchased 
wildland,  which  he  cleared  off  and  on  which  he 
lived  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  held 
the  office  of  Assessor  of  Otsego  Township,  and 
was  a  prominent  man  in  his  section  of  the  country. 
In  his  early  days  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  was  bit- 
terly opposed  to  human  slavery  and  joined  the 
Abolition  party,  later  becoming  a  Republican.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living,  namely:  Hannibal;  Mrs. 
Andrew  Thornton,  of  Otsego,  this  county;  Milo,  a 
farmer  in  Otsego   Township;  Willard,  a  resident 


of  Hart,  Oceana  County,  this  State.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  was  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier  who 
served  throughout  the  war.  Later  he  became  a 
farmer  in  Canada,  where  he  lived  and  died,  having 
reared  a  large  family. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  and 
High  Schools  of  Otsego  Township,  and  afterward 
taught  one  term  at  Trowbridge.  He  remained  upon 
his  father's  farm  until  twenty-two  j^ears  of  age.  He 
then  read  law  for  one  year  with  Judge  Williams, 
of  Allegan,  after  which  the  Civil  War  breaking 
out,  his  patriotism  overpowered  every  other 
consideration  and  in  August,  186  2,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  War.  His  command  was  mustered 
in  at  Detroit,  whence  they  were  sent  to  Washing- 
ton and  became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Mr.  Hart  was  made  Commissary-Sergeant  while 
at  Detroit.  His  regiment  was  in  the  Custer  Bri- 
gade and  Kilpatrick  Divison  (Cavalry)  and  took 
part  in  twenty  different  battles.  The  first  engage- 
ment in  which  Mr.  Hart  took  part  was  at  Hanover, 
Pa.,  June  30,  1863,  and  the  second  at  Gettysburg, 
July  3,  of  the  same  j^ear.  He  afterwards  partici- 
pated in  the  following  battles:  Montgomery, 
Hagerstown,  Williarasport,  Boonsboro,  Snicker's 
Gap,  Ashby  Gap,  Newbury  Cross  Roads,  Culpeper 
Courthouse,  Brandy  Station,  and  Bucklin  Mills. 
At  the  latter  place  he  was  wounded  by  a  shell, 
which  broke  his  left  arm,  and  he  was  in  the  hospi- 
tal for  three  months  at  Washington,  being  dis- 
charged from  there  the  15th  of  January,  1864. 

At  the  close  of  his  service  in  the  army,  Mr.  Hart 
returned  home  and  became  a  student  in  the  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michi<;an,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1866,  and  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  State  Supreme 
Court  and  later  in  the  United  States  Court.  After 
his  graduation  he  was  elected  County  Clerk,  serv- 
ing two  terms  of  two  years  each.  He  then  formed 
a  law  partnership  with  F.  J.  Littlejohn,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Littlejohn  &  Hart,  which  continued 
for  some  j^ears.  He  was  afterward  associated 
with  A.  H.  Fenn,  the  firm  being  known  by  the 
name  of  Fenn  &  Hart  and  later  as  Pope  (fe  Hart, 
which  latter  partnership  existed  for  some   twelve 
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years.  Mr.  Hart  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
for  some  years  and  also  served  as  President  of  the 
village  of  Allegan.  He  was  elected  to  his  present 
office  in  1890  and  has  filled  it  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Hart  was  married  in  April,  1866,  to  Miss 
Priscilla  M.  Parsons,  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  They 
have  one  child,  Grace,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
High  School.  Mr.  Hart  has  a  fine  farm,  two  and 
one-half  miles  from  town,  and  a  beautiful  home  on 
Crescent  Street,  which  is  the  resort  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  who  are  most  hospitably  entertained  by 
his  estimable  wife  and  daughter.  All  the  family 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  which 
they  hold  an  influential  place.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Hart  is  a  Democrat  and  socially,  he  belongs  to  the 
Masons,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic, 


-^-^. 


-^^~< 


f^ 


c^r 


,  UFUS  M.  BROWN.  The  gentleman  whose 
life  sketch  and  portrait  we  here  present  has 
been  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Bloom- 
1  ingdale,  where  he  is  honored  as  one  of  its 
representative  citizens.  He  comes  of  old  English 
stock,  who  early  emigrated  to  this  country  and  to 
whose  record  he  can  point  with  pride,  his  immedi« 
ate  ancestors  being  brave  soldiers  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  He  has  also,  himself,  proved  his 
valor  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  is  a  worthy  de- 
scendant of  his  patriotic  forefathers. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Brown, 
who  was  the  son  of  James  Brown,  was  born  in 
England,  and  came  to  Massachusetts  with  his  fa- 
ther in  the  early  Colonial  days.  He  served  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  a  Sergeant  under 
Ethan  Allen  at  the  battle  of  Ticonderoga.  He  was 
a  wheelwright  by  trade.  He  married  Jane  McNett, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  of  their  union  five 
sons  and  four  daughters  were  born.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  arriving  there 
January  1,  1800,  and  settled  upon  a  soldier's  claim, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and  where  he  lived 
until  his  death  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  His  wife 
survived  until  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  They 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  most 


worthy  couple.  He  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  some  time. 

Rufus  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Rutland,  Vt.,  January  17,  1787,  and  lived  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  until  the  summer  of  1844 
when  he  removed  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Ypsi- 
lanti,  where  he  died  in  1854.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  February  23,  1797,  died  in  June,  1881.  The 
father  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  served  as 
a  drummer  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  held  the  of- 
fice of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  other  minor  posi- 
tions. In  religion  he  was  a  Universalist,  while  his 
wife  was  a  Baptist.  They  had  a  family  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  two  sons  and  five  daughters 
grew  to  maturitj',  namely:  Rufus  M.;  Charles,  who 
served  in  the  late  war  as  Sergeant  in  Company  A, 
Third  Michigan  Cavalry;  Ruby,  Margaret,  Susan, 
Eliza  and  Mary.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  were 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (McKinney)  O'Dell,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  Holland,  and  the  mother, 
of  Ireland.  Mr.  O'Dell  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  May  13, 
1816,  in  Fayette,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  He  re- 
ceived a  common -school  education,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  wheelwright  with  his  father.  When 
twenty- three  years  old,  he  began  working  for  him- 
self, following  his  trade  until  1856  where  he  re- 
moved to  Michigan,  settling  in  Bloomingdale  in 
1854,  when  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  sec- 
tion 16,  and  cut  down  the  first  tree  ever  felled 
where  the  village  now  stands.  He  has  sold  all  of 
his  land  but  six  lots.  In  1855  he  built  a  sawmill 
here  which  he  operated  for  six  years.  He  was  elec- 
ted Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  spring  of  1855  and 
served  twenty-one  years.  When  the  war  broke 
out,  Mr.  Brown  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Third 
Michigan  Cavalry,  being  elected  First  Lieutenant, 
but  resigned  about  two  months  later. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Lucretia  Melvin,  a  daughter 
of  John  Melvin,  and  a  native  of  Burton,  Ohio.  Of 
the  union  four  children  were  born:  George,  who 
died  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age;Mathias,  who 
died  at  eight  j^ears;  Alice,  wife  of  Milf red  Gilbert, 
and  Eddie,  who  also  died  when  eight  years  old. 
The  mother  of  these  children  who  was  a  most  esti- 
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mable  woman,  and  a  member  of  the  Disciple  Church, 
died  in  November,  1875.  Mr.  Brown  has  served  as 
Notary  Public  for  twelve  years,  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  a  stanch  Democrat.  He 
relates  some  interesting  stories  of  his  life  in  the 
early  days  of  Bloomingdale.  In  1856  he  put  up  a 
store  which  was  the  first  one  erected  in  the  place, 
and  there  sold  the  first  yard  of  calico  and  the  first 
pound  of  tea  ever  sold  in  the  village.  Indians  were 
still  living  in  the  vicinity  and  he  carried  on  quite 
an  extensive  trade  with  them.  He  witnessed  the 
ceremony  which  united  in  marriage  the  son  of 
Chief  Bear  of  the  Pottawattomie  tribe  and  the 
daughter  of  Chief  Kinewhip,  of  Canada. 


^  OHN  C.  FOX,  who  has  a  beautiful  home  on 
his  farm  on  section  17,  Allegan  Township, 
is  entitled  to  a  high  place  among  the  pioneers 
of  Central  Michigan,  of  which  he  was  a  res- 
ident several  years  prior  to  settling  in  Allegan 
County.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Byron,  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.,  in  1820.  His  parents  were  Dr. 
Chaunce}^  D.  and  Rosanna  (Lenox)  Fox,  who  were 
natives  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  His  father 
was  a  physician  of  some  repute,  and  was  also  a 
farmer.  In  1842  he  removed  with  his  familj^  to 
Michigan,  and  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  the 
township  of  Burns,  in  Shiawassee  County,  where 
he  followed  his  profession  and  farmed  until  his 
death  deprived  his  community  of  one  of  its  most 
valued  and  honored  citizens.  He  was  a  man  of 
large  public  spirit,  and,  notwithstanding  his  pro- 
fessional labors  and  the  care  of  his  farm  occupied 
a  great  deal  of  his  time,  he  accepted  the  office  of 
Highway  Commissioner,  and  was  instrumental  in 
the  improvement  of  the  traveling  facilities  of  his 
section.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  eleven 
children  to  maturity,  eight  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Charles  L.,  Robert  L.,  Sarah,  our  sub- 
ject, George,  Lucy,  Albert  and  Mary. 

John  C.  Fox,  of  this  biographical  review,  received 
a  sound  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county,  and  taught  school  one  term  after  he  came 
to  Michigan.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  early  be- 
came expert  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  at  the  age 


of  sixteen,  desiring  to  be  independent  and  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  sought  a  situation  as 
a  farm   hand,  and   worked   out   until  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1842,  in   the  month  of  October.     He 
spent  the  ensuing  six  years  in  Shiawassee  County, 
and  then  he  purchased   timber   land,  comprising 
three  different  farms,  that  he  opened  up  and  after- 
ward sold  at  a  good  price.     He  subsequently  went 
to  Clinton  County,  and  bought  forty-five  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  added  forty  acres  adjoining  at  a 
later  period,  buying  it  of  the  Government.     He 
cleared   thirty-five   acres  of   the    whole  tract,  and 
then  disposed  of  it  at  a  good  advance  on  the  orig- 
inal  cost.     His  next  move  was  to  an  eighty-acre 
tract,  three  miles  distant,  two  acres  of  which  were 
cleared.     He  cut  off  sixty-eight  acres  of  timber  on 
that  farm,  and  in   the  comfortable  home  that  he 
built  up  there  lived  thirty-five  years.     In  1883  he 
sold  that  place  and  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
Allegan  Township.     This  comprises  one  hundred 
and  four  acres  of  valuable  farming  land,  and,  with 
its  fine  set  of  fjirm  buildings,  and  all  the  modern 
appliances  for  carrying  on  agriculture,  is  one  of 
the  model  farms   of   this  localit}^     Mr.  Fox  has 
given  his  son  charge  of   the  farm,  and  has  built 
for  himself  another  dwelling  upon  it,  which  is  a 
handsome  residence,  standing  nearer  the  street  than 
the  farmhouse. 

Mr.  Fox  was  united  in  marriage  in  1849,  to  Miss 
Caroline  M.  Richmond,  of  Green  Bush,  Clinton 
County.  She  was  born  at  Leroy,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter 
of  Preserved  and  Mary  (Luther)  Richmond,  who 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  she  is  the  only  survivor. 
She  is  a  lady  of  rare  culture  and  literary  attain- 
ments, and  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  profession 
of  teaching  in  this  State.  She  and  our  subject 
have  a  family  of  four  children:  Franklin  B.,  who 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Cook,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Palmer  J.;  Frances  L.,  who  has  one  son,  Clifford; 
Milton  A.,  who  married  Miss  Celia  Judd,  and  has 
two  children,  Grace  and  Clare;  and  Florence  E. 

Our  subject  possesses  an  independent,  energetic, 
decisive  character,  and  has  always  been  a  force  in 
any  community  where  he  has  lived.  He  has 
actively  assisted  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  as  an  incumbent  of  various  responsible 
olflces,  such  as  that  of  Supervisor  and  School  In- 
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spector,  and  has  always  thrown  the  weight  of  his 
influence  to  secure  local  improvements.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grange,  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
its  advancement.  Politically,  he  is  a  prominent 
Democrat  of  the  township. 


ARSHALL  BUGDEN,  a  representative 
farmer  on  section  15,  Casco  Township, 
Allegan  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Mother 
Country.  He  was  born  March  11,  1839, 
near  Sutton,  Kent  County,  England,  to  John  and 
Mary  (Crisp)  Bugden,  both  natives  of  the  same 
place  as  their  son.  The  father  was  reared  in  his 
native  place  on  a  farm,  and  to  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  ten  children,  our  subject  being  the 
youngest.  Marshall  Bugden  remained  in  the  place 
of  his  birth  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
came  to  the  Uii  ited  States  and  located  in  Kosciusko 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  worked  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  his 
adopted  country  in  1861,  in  Company  B,  Forty- 
fourth  Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  fought  in  many  of  the 
most  important  battles,  namely:  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, Chattanooga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Ft.  Donel- 
son.  Stone  River  and  Chickamauga.  This  gentleman 
was  fortunate  in  never  having  received  a  wound 
nor  was  he  taken  prisoner  during  his  service.  He 
re-enlisted  in  1863  in  the  same  company,  and 
served  gallantly  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Bugden  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Ganges  Township, 
this  county.  The  land  was  covered  with  a  dense 
forest  and  he  at  once  set  to  work  and  improved  a 
portion  of  it.  In  1870  he  sold  it  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  and  afterward 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 1  of  this  township.  His  farm  was  all  unim- 
proved when  he  settled  on  it,  and  by  his  own 
industrious  labor  he  has  ninety  acres  under  the  plow, 
besides  ten  acres  which  are  set  in  fruit.  He  has 
gained  his  farm  and  all  that  he  possesses  by  his 
own  hands,  for  when  he  arrived  in  the  United 
States  he  had  but  a  few  dollars  in  his  pocket,  and 
he  might  well  be  termed  a  self-made  man. 


In  1866  Mr.  Bugden  married  Helen  Chaplin,  a 
daughter  of  M.  P.  and  Sarah  A.  (Morris)  Chaplin, 
natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio,  respectively,  and 
very  early  pioneers  in  Kosciusko  County,  Ind., 
locating  there  before  their  marriage  in  1830. 
To  this  worthy  couple  six  children  have  been  born, 
one  dying  in  infancy:  Edith,  Rose,  Bert,  Marian 
and  Jennie.  Edith  died  when  fourteen  years  old. 
Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Zach  Chandler  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  members 
of  the  Grange  for  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Bugden  was 
Supervisor  of  his  township  for  six  years,  and  has 
held  many  responsible  and  minor  offices  of  his  town- 
ship. He  was  also  Assessor  of  his  School  District 
fifteen  years.  Himself  and  family  are  prominent 
in  the  social  circles  of  the  community. 


ENRY  BIRD,  Postmaster  of  Douglas,  Allegan 
County,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  and 
business  men  of  the  place.  Besides  his 
duties  as  Postmaster,  he  gives  his  attention 
to  conducting  a  drug  store  which  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  village.  Henry  Bird  was  born  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  this  State,  January  7,  1843.  His 
parents  were  Henrj^  and  Desiah  (Yan  House)  Bird, 
natives  of  New  York  State. 

Our  subject  was  two  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  went  to  Wheaton,  111.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  received  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  at  Wheaton  College.  In 
1866  he  came  to  Allegan  County,  and  in  1878 
entered  into  the  drug  business,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  a  registered  pharmacist. 

November  10,  1869,  Henry  Bird  was  happily 
married  to  Ellen  S.  Collins,  a  native  of  Lockport, 
111.  That  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  six 
children:  Frederick  H.,  Edith,  Harold;  Helen,  who 
is  deceased;  Leon  and  Kenneth  M.  In  his  political 
relations,  our  subject  is  a  thorough  Republican, 
and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor 
and  Yan  Arsdale  Post,  No.  148,  G.  A.  R.  In  May, 
1863,  he  responded  to  his  country's  call  and  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first 
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Illinois  Infantry.  His  regiment  formed  a  part  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  our  subject  en- 
dured all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  war 
until  1865,  when  he  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge. He  is  very  prominent  in  local  affairs  in 
his  township,  and  is  Secretary  of  the  Pomological 
Society,  in  which  position  he  has  served  for  three 
years.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  fruit  growers 
of  this  section,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  has 
been  more  than  ordinarily  successful. 


^>-^^<^ 


jf?  OVETT  EAMES.  The  early  life  of  this 
I  (@  pioneer  of  Kalamazoo  was  a  struggle  against 
JL3^  adverse  circumstances,  but  with  indomitable 
will  and  unfaltering  trust,  he  kept  the  even  tenor 
of  his  way,  and  his  last  years  were  brightened  by 
the  consciousness  of  a  well-spent  life,  with  some- 
thing done  for  humanity. 

Born  in  Rutland,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
22,  1810,  our  subject  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
MoUie  (Wight)  Eames,  members  of  old  New  Eng- 
land families,  whose  ancestors  settled  at  Dedham, 
Mass.,  at  an  early  day.  The  first  representative 
of  the  Eames  family  in  America  was  Thomas  Eames, 
wlio  emigrated  from  England  in  1620,  settling 
in  Dedham  ten  years  later,  and  building  a  house 
there  which  was  burned  by  the  Indians  during 
King  Philip's  war. 

Lovett  Eames  was  the  thirteenth  and  youngest 
child  in  the  parental  family,  and  his  youthful  days 
were  passed  in  the  Empire  State.  In  1833  he  came 
to  Michigan,  spending  one  year  in  Jackson  County, 
and  then  settling  in  Grand  Prairie,  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  he  continued  farming  operations 
four  years.  He  was  married,  June  23,  183,5,  in 
Adams,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Lucy  C.  Morgan,  who  was 
born  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  June  22,1811.  Her 
parents  were  the  Rev.  Elisha  and  Polly  (Babcock) 
Morgan,  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  descendants 
of  three  brothers  who  emigrated  from  Wales  and 
settled  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

In  1834  Mrs.  Eames  came  to  Ann  Arbor  to  visit 
her  brother,  E.  W.  Morgan,  and  while  teaching 
there  met  the  gentleman  whom  she  soon  afterward 
married.     After  residing  four  j^ears  on  their  farm, 


the  young  couple  located  in  Kalamazoo  and  pur- 
chased the  place  where  the  widow  now  resides.  No. 
775  W.  South  Street.  The  first  work  of  Mr.  Eames 
was  the  manufacture  of  wooden  pumps,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  he  conducted  a  chair  and  bedstead 
factory. 

Having  naturally  a  mechanical  mind,  Mr.  Eames 
turned  his  attention  to  the  invention  of  appliances, 
and  his  first  one  was  a  mortising  machine  for  hubs. 
He  also  invented  an  engine  for  use  in  raising  water, 
and  a  grain  meter  for  measuring  grain  passing 
through  elevators.  While  he  neither  sold  nor  man- 
ufactured his  patents,  he  was  constantly  perfecting 
some  machine,  and  continued  in  that  line  until  his 
death,  September  6,  1863,  when  he  was  fifty-three 
years  old.  He  had  also  purchased  considerable 
real  estate,  and  sold  town  lots,  the  college  standing 
on  a  part  of  his  original  tract. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eames  are  as 
follows:  Elisha  D.,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.;  Lucia  A., 
who  married  H.  F.  Blount,  of  W^ashington,  D.  C; 
Fred  W.,  deceased;  Wilfred,  a  manufacturer  of 
pumps  in  Ypsilanti,  this  State;  Judson  M.,  who 
died  when  ten  years  old;  Gardner  T.,  who  is  a 
manufacturer  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Charles  B., 
who  is  conducting  a  loan  and  collection  agency  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Nellie  D.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
C.  DeGraff,  of  Evansville,  Ind. 

Mrs.  Eames  still  occupies  the  old  homestead. 
She  has  been  active  iii  ladies'  societies  and  attends 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  she  has  been  a 
liberal  supporter.  Since  the  organization  of  the 
Ladies'  Library  Association,  she  has  been  actively 
identified  with  its  growth,  and  has  never  shirked 
when  duty  called  for  her  assistance.  Every  enter- 
prise where  woman's  brain  and  hands  have  been 
necessary  has  found  in  her  a  champion,  and  she 
is  to-day  a  lovely,  cultured  lady,  whom  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  know. 

The  children  have  been  imbued  with  much  of 
the  inventive  genius  which  characterized  their 
father,  and  all  but  one  of  the  sons  have  been 
granted  letters-patent  for  some  labor-saving  in- 
vention. Fred  W.,  whose  inventive  genius  car- 
ried him  back  to  the  old  homestead  in  New  York, 
became  interested  in  patents  covering  safety  brakes 
for  railway  service,  and  was  connected  with  their 
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manufacture  and  sale.  He  met  with  much  oppo- 
sition from  monied  corporations,  whose  products 
were  infringements  upon  his  patents,  and  struggled 
unceasingly  to  perpetuate  his  rights.  He  was 
killed  in  1883,  at  the  early  age  of  thirtj^-nine,  by 
a  man  who  had  formerly  been  befriended  by  him 
but  who  was  endeavoring  to  wrest  from  him  the 
products  of  energy  and  toil.  During  the  Civil 
War  he  had  enlisted  under  the  gallant  Capt.  May, 
for  service,  and  was  the  second  man  in  Kalamazoo 
who  enlisted. 


.  YER  C.  PUTNAM.  This  honored  gentle- 
man is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  in 
the  thriving  little  village  of  Douglas, 
Allegan  County.  He  launched  out  in  his 
present  business  in  1866  and  since  that  time  has 
made  a  signal  success  of  his  undertaking,  being 
gentlemanly  and  courteous  in  all  his  dealings.  His 
parents  were  Dyer  and  Lucy  (Conger)  Putnam, 
natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  respect- 
ively. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  having  been  born  in  Oswego  County, 
December  20,  1843.  Young  Dyer  was  only  eight 
years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  South  Bend, 
Ind.  There  his  father  died,  and  he  remained  with 
his  mother,  caring  for  her  until  reaching  his  major- 
ity. The  limited  circumstances  of  the  family  pre- 
vented him  from  being  given  many  advantages  in 
the  way  of  an  education,  but  he  was  very  bright 
and  quick  to  learn  and  is  to-day  intelligent  and 
well  read. 

In  1865  Dyer  C.  Putnam  came  to  Douglas,  Alle- 
gan County,  and  the  succeeding  year  started  in 
business  in  the  same  building  which  he  occupies  at 
the  present  time.  He  was  very  popular  among  his 
fellow-townsmen  and  was  honored  with  the  posi- 
tion of  Postmaster,  being  the  first  in  the  village, 
which  office  he  held  for  twenty  years.  His  mar- 
riage with  Catherine  J.  Enoch  took  place  in  1872. 
Mrs.  Putnam  was  born  near  Rockford,Ill.,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Hon.  A.  J.  and  Catherine  (Davis) 
Enoch.  Her  union  with  our  subject  has  been 
blessed  with  the  birth  of  four  children:  Ralph  E., 


Ethel,  Dyer  C,  Jr.,  and  Hazel  O.,  all  of  whom  are 
at  home  with  their  parents  and  are  receiving  the 
training  which  will  make  of  them  good  and  useful 
citizens. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  been  very 
active  in  the  development  of  various  enterprises  in 
Douglas  and  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Douglas  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  also  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  Treasurer  of  that  companj''.  In  politics  he  casts 
his  vote  and  influence  for  Republican  candidates, 
and  socially  is  a  member  of  Dutchess  Lodge,  A.  F. 
&  A.'M.,  No.  193.  At  the  present  writing  he  is 
Worshipful  Master  in  that  order,  and  a  Trustee  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  and  his 
family  are  active  members,  from  the  date  of  its  or- 
ganization. His  interest  in  education  is  manifested 
by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  on  the  School  Board  for 
fifteen  years;  he  has  also  been  connected  with  the 
Village  Board  and  held  the  various  town  offices. 
All  in  all,  he  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Doug- 
las and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  his 
sketch  to  our  readers. 


\ll ARRY  A.  WALKER.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to 

Wjjj  inscribe  on  these  pages  the  life  record  of 
/iW^   this  venerable  pioneer  of  Allegan  County, 

(^)  who  settled  here  when  Michigan  was  a  Ter- 
ritory, and  when  Nature  had  full  sway  in  the  track- 
less forests  and  on  the  lonely  prairies  of  this  re- 
gion, and  who  labored  hard  with  his  fellow-pioneers 
to  redeem  the  rich  virgin  soil  of  this  part  of  the 
country  from  its  original  wildness.  Our  subject 
was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in  Martin  Township, 
locating  on  section  22,  where  he  cleared  a  fine 
farm  from  the  woods,  and  is  now  comfortably  pass- 
ing the  sunset  of  life,  living  retired  from  active 
business  in  the  pleasant  home  that  he  built  upon  it 
when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  manhood. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  the  town  of  Highgate, 
Franklin  County,  Yt.,  May  6,  1811.  His  father, 
John  Walker,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  He  was  a  son  of  James  Walker, 
who  was  of  Scotch  birth  and  antecedents.  He 
came  to  America   when  a  young  man,  and  during 
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the  Revolution  cast  in  his  lot  with  his  fellow-col- 
onists to  free  his  adopted  country  from  British  op- 
pression. He  enlisted  in  the  Continental  array  as 
a  private,  and  was  promoted  for  meritorious  con- 
duct in  battle  to  the  rank  of  Corporal.  In  one  of 
the  battles  in  which  he  was  engaged  he  was 
wounded  in  the  hip  by  a  musket  ball.  The  old 
hero  lived  to  be  seventy  years  old.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  time  in  that  part  of  Vermont 
where  he  settled.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father, Jeremiah  Brewer,  was  also  a  brave  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  he  sacrificed  his  life 
for  the  cause,  dying  from  the  effects  of  a  wound 
caused  by  a  ball  from  an  enemy's  musket,  while 
he  was  fighting  at  the  front  in  one  of  the  hotly- 
contested  battles  of  that  war. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  John  Walker  left  the 
hills  and  valleys  of  his  native  State  and  betook 
himself  to  Quebec,  Canada,  where  he  worked  in  a 
ship-yard  some  three  years.  Returning  to  Ver- 
mont at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  began  business  as 
a  general  farmer.  He  married  Hannah  Brewer, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Lower  Canada,  locating  in  the  town  of 
Stanbridge,  in  the  District  of  Montreal,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  and  gave  his  attention  to  its  culti- 
vation the  ensuing  fourteen  years.  His  next  move 
was  to  New  York,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  His  wife  died  at  the  same  age  and  at 
the  same  place.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  intelli- 
gence and  of  broad  views  of  life.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  Whig  until  the  Republican  party  came  into 
existence,  and  then  his  allegiance  was  transferred 
to  that  party,  as  he  was  heartily  in  sympathy  with 
the  object  of  its  formation.  Religiously,  he  was 
a  Universalist.  To  liim  and  his  wife  were  born 
six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Harry,  Ferdi- 
nand, a  resident  of  Wisconsin;  Miranda,  deceased; 
Laura,  widow  of  James  Haskin,  and  a  resident  of 
Ionia,  Mich.;  Abigail  is  still  single;  Teressa 
widow  of  James  Wood,  and  a  resident  of  Saranac 
Ionia  County. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was  seven 
years  old  when  his  parents  went  to  Canada,  and  h€ 
remained  with  them  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
He  then  aet  out  in  the  world  empty-handed,  but 


with  a  brave  heart,  to  try  life  for  himself.  He  found 
employment  on  a  farm  and  in  a  sawmill,  working 
by  the  month,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  about 
two  years.  He  then  bought  his  father's  farm  in 
the  town  of  Stanbridge,  District  of  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, and  carried  on  general  farming  thereon  the 
ensuing  two  years.  He  then  sold  that  place  and 
came  directly  to  Allegan  County,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 
Michigan  was  then  under  territorial  government, 
and  this  part  of  it  was  but  very  little  settled. 
His  land  being  in  the  midst  of  the  primeval  forests 
he  had  to  find  his  way  to  it  by  marked  trees.  His 
first  work  was  to  clear  a  space  upon  which  to 
erect  a  dwelling,  and  of  the  logs  thus  cut  down  he 
built  a  house,  16x26  feet  in  dimensions.  The  flour- 
ishing city  of  Kalamazoo  at  that  time  contained 
only  about  six  houses,  and  but  very  little  had  been 
done  in  the  way  of  making  roads,  except  for  some 
that  were  almost  impassable  in  certain  seasons  of 
the  year.  No  wagons  were  in  use  here,  but  sleds, 
drawn  by  oxen,  took  their  places  summer  and  win- 
ter. 

Our  subject's  was  the  second  family  to  settle  in 
the  township,  and  his  nearest  neighbor  was  four 
miles  away.  He  worked  diligently  to  develop 
his  farm  and  put  it  in  good  order,  and  has  suc- 
ceeded in  making  it  a  valuable  place,  with  excel- 
lent improvements,  and  all  the  appointments  that 
go  to  make  a  good  farm.  He  has  increased  its 
original  size  by  the  addition  of  twenty  more  acres 
of  subsequent  purchase,  and  now  has  one  hundred 
acres  of  choice  land.  He  has  retired  from  its  man- 
agement, and  it  is  now  under  the  charge  of  his  son, 
who  keeps  it  up  to  a  high  standard.  Our  subject's 
fellow-citizens  have  always  held  him  in  high  re- 
gard, and  have  desired  him  to  take  part  in  local 
affairs,  electing  him  to  offices,  but  he  would  never 
serve.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  in  favor 
of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  but  once,  and  ever  since  the  Republican 
party  was  organized  he   has  stood  firmly  by  that. 

Mr.  Walker's  first  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
his  native  State,  was  with  Miss  Louisa  Cory,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Vermont.  She  departed  this 
life  in  1846,  leaving  two  children:  John  W.,aresi- 
dent  of  Martin  Township;  and   Laura,  wife  q{ 
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Michael  McDonough,  of  Martin  Township.  Our 
subject's  second  marriage  was  with  Miss  Jane 
Pratt,  and  they  have  had  two  children:  Berton  A., 
who  lives  with  his  father;  and  Teressa,  wife  of 
Hiram  Babcock,  who  is  a  jeweler,  and  is  now  in 
Minnesota. 


'    i  '     /  '  I  I 


i-r<*^ 


TEPHEN  ODELL,  a  veteran  of  the  late 
war,  is  engaged  in  general  farming  on  sec- 
tion 29,  Trowbridge  Township,  Allegan 
County,  His  father,  B.  W.  Odell,  was  a 
native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Caro- 
line Smith,  who  was  also  born  in  theP^mpire  State. 
In  1850  he  brought  his  family  to  Michigan,  loca- 
ting on  section  22,  Trowbridge  Township,  where 
from  the  wilderness  he  developed  a  good  farm. 
His  wife  died  in  1846  and  he  married  Wealthy 
Odell,  who  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years.  Seven  children  were  born  of  his  first  mar- 
riage, six  now  living,  and  there  are  also  six  sur- 
vivors among  the  children  of  the  second  union. 
Two  of  the  sons  served  in  the  Civil  War.  Mr. 
Odell  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in 
politics  was  first  a  Whig  and  th  en  a  Republican. 
He  died  in  1877. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
April  30,  1835,  and  when  a  young  lad  went  with 
his  parents  to  Huron  County,  Ohio.  When  about 
fifteen  years  of  age,  became  to  Michigan  and  three 
years  later  began  life  for  himself,  working  as  a 
farm  hand  by  the  month,  but  when  the  late  war 
broke  out  he  offered  his  services  to  his  country, 
enlisting  in  September,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany A,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry.  From  Corporal 
he  was  promoted  to  Sergeant  and  performed  the 
duties  of  Orderly-Sergeant.  The  regiment  was  or- 
ganized at  Grand  Rapid,  under  Col.  Misner  and 
was  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis.  Our  subject 
took  part  in  the  raid  after  Dick  Thompson,  the  bat- 
tles of  New  Madrid,  Corinth,  Holly  Springs,  Talla- 
hatchee  River,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  more  than  fifty 
skirmishes.  Then  proceeding  to  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing the  following  battles  were  afterward  fought: 
luka,  Mobile  and  Baton  Rouge.  The  regiment 
then  went  up  tbQ  Red  River  into  Te^cas^  where^ 


after  serving  for  four  years  and  seven  months, 
Mr.  Odell  received  his  discharge.  He  was  one  of 
sixty-four  men  who  crossed  the  Tennessee  River 
at  midnight  and  made  a  raid  on  Clifton,  capturing 
the  town,  destroying  a  large  amount  of  supplies 
and  taking  eighty-seven  prisoners.  Mr.  Odell  was 
never  off  duty  except  during  two  months  of  sick- 
ness but  was  alwaj^s  found  at  his  post  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  engagements  of  the  regiment. 

It  was  in  1864  that  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Odell 
and  Martha  J.  Fairchild  was  celebrated.  Her  par- 
ents, Asa  and  Elizabeth  (Lockhart)  Fairchild,  were 
both  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  born  in  1817,  the 
latter  in  1822.  The  father  was  a  mechanic  by  trade 
and  died  in  Iowa.  The  mother  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Of  their  seven  chil- 
dren only  two  survive:  Andrew  J.,  and  Mrs. 
Odell.  The  brother  was  a  soldier  of  the  Eighty- 
second  Ohio  Infantry,  served  throughout  the  war 
and  with  Sherman  marched  to  the  sea.  He  now 
resides  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Odell  was  born  June  6,  1842,  in  Ashland  County, 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1863.  By  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  ten  children  were 
born,  nine  yet  living:  Maylon  Y.,  born  in  1865; 
Caroline  E.,  in  1866;  Arthur  U.,  in  1868;  Ella 
M.,  in  1869;  Delia  May,  in  1871;  Flora  Blanche,,  in 
1873;  Johnnie  TuUy,  in  1875;  Nina  Yivian,  in 
1884;  and  Ernest  Leroy,  in  1887.  Jesse,  born  August 
12,  1878,  died  September  12,  following. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  an  unimproved  farm  on  section  29,  Trow- 
bridge Township,  of  which  he  cleared  fifty  acres. 
Subsequently  they  removed  to  another  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  same  township 
and  of  this  he  placed  thirty  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. Afterward  he  cleared  and  improved  twenty 
acres  on  section  31,  then  removed  to  Allegan, 
where  he  resided  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  took  up  his  residence  on  the  farm 
which  is  yet  his  home  and  made  many  improve- 
ments thereon.  He  now  has  one  hundred  and  nine 
and  one-half  acres,  of  which  one  hundred  jdelds 
tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation.  He  built  his 
pleasant  dwelling,  his  barns,  and  made  other  im- 
provements which  bespeak  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  the  owner, 
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Mr.  Odell  is  a  warm  friend  of  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation and  has  given  his  children  excellent  advan- 
tages in  this  line.  Caroline,  Arthur  and  Delia 
have  all  engaged  in  teaching  and  the  first-named 
is  now  studying  medicine  in  Detroit.  In  politics, 
our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  served 
as  Township  Treasurer,  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways, Assessor,  Road  Supervisor  and  School  Di- 
rector. Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  C.  J.  Bassett 
G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Allegan  and  of  the  Grange; 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  both 
are  members  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  Allegan 
County.  This  worthy  couple  are  held  in  the  high- 
est esteem  by  all  who  know  them  and  have  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintance  throughout  the 
community.  Their  home  is  a  hospitable  one  and 
cheery  greeting  and  good- will  always  welcome 
their  guests. 


TEPHEN  D."  ROCKWELL  is  a  prominent 
farmer  residing  on  section  32,  Trowbridge 
Township,  Allegan  County.  His  father, 
Roswell  Rockwell,  was  born  in  Vermont 
in- 1809,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  fa- 
taer  was  James  Rockwell,  and  a  native  of  Connec- 
ticut. The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother 
was  Hannah  Foster,  and  she  was  born  in  Dan  by 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1812.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Sarah  (Dunham)  Foster,  farmers  and 
early  settlers  of  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  whither  they 
removed  in  1825.  They  are  deceased  and  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
living. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married,  in 
1832,  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  they  resided 
until  1847.  They  then  came  to  Michigan  and  made 
their  home  on  one  hundred  and  one  acres  of  wild 
land,  which  the  father  had  taken  up  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. Neighbors  were  few  and  far  between  in 
that  early  day,  there  being  only  two  families  be- 
tween their  home  and  Paw  Paw,  fourteen  miles 
distant.  Wild  animals  were  plentiful,  as  were  also 
Indians.  There  were  no  roads  laid  out  and  Mr. 
Rockwell  assisted  greatly  in  preparing  the  coun- 


try for  those  who  should  come  after.  He  died  in 
1855  and  his  wife  was  again  married;  she  is  now  a 
widow. 

Eight  children  were  included  in  the  parental 
family  of  our  subject,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
James  R.,  Stephen  D.;  Sarah  E.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Southward;  Cornelia  E.,  Mrs.  Connery,  and  Caro- 
line L.,  Mrs.  Henry.  The  elder  Mr.  Rockwell  was 
an  active  Whig  in  politics  and  greatly  interested 
in  school  matters,  helping  to  organize  many  of  the 
school  districts.  He  was  a  first-class  farmer  and 
devoted  most  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  land. 

Stephen  D.  Rockwell  was  born  January  19, 1835, 
in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  was  ten  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  came  to  the  Wolverine  State.  He 
was  given  a  good  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  remained  at  home  until  reaching  his  twentieth 
year.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's  ti'ade,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  father  carried  on  the  home 
farm.  He  was  engaged  for  five  3^ears  in  Allegan, 
manufacturing  shingles  and  following  his  trade. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married,  in  1857,  to 
Hannah  Sophia,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary 
Ann  Wentworth.  Her  parents  removed  from  New 
York  to  Maryland  in  an  early  day,  and  in  1857 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Trowbridge 
Township,  where  the  father  died  in  1885;  the 
mother  is  still  living  and  married  to  Mitchell 
Brown,  and  lives  on  the  old  farm.  She  became  the 
mother  of  five  children.  Mrs.  Rockwell  was  born 
in  1840,  in  New  York  State,  where  she  was  given 
an  excellent  education,  and  taught  school  several 
years  before  her  marriage  to  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rockwell  have  become  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Ida  M.,who  is  the  wife  of  Martin 
C.  Brest,  lives  in  Trowbridge  Township,  and  has 
one  child;  EflSe  M.  and  Edith  Floy.  They  have  all 
been  given  good  educations,  and  Ida  has  taught 
school.  They  are  all  good  performers  on  the 
piano  and  are  much  sought  after  in  the  society  of 
Trowbridge  Township.  Mr.  Rockwell  is  a  member 
of  the  Grange,  in  which  body  he  has  been  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  holding  the  latter  office  for 
four  years.  He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in 
educational  matters  and  has  been  on  the  School 
Board  for  a  number  of  years.      He  has  also  been 
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Township  Treasurer  for  four  years  and  is  greatly 
respected  in  his  community.  In  politics,  he  is 
independent. 

Our  subject  owns  thirty-eight  acres  of  land, 
and  carries  on  a  general  farming  business.  His 
place  is  stocked  with  good  grades  of  horses,  cat- 
tle and  sheep,  and  is  embellished  with  a  flourish- 
ing pear  and  apple  orchard.  His  aged  mother 
makes  her  home  with  him. 


^11  LYIN  CHAPMAN,  who  resides  in  Arling- 
■Ol  ing  Township,  Yan  Buren  County,  is  des- 
cended from  Robert  Chapman,  a  native 
of  England,  whose  name  is  found  in  his- 
tory as  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Saybrook,  Conn. 
The  family  was  a  prominent  one  in  those  days, 
and  its  members  have  a  good  record  as  men  of 
sterling  integrity,  who  in  the  Colonial  days  did 
much  to  aid  in  building  up  the  great  Common, 
wealth  of  Connecticut,  always  so  prominent  in 
New  England  history. 

Robert  Chapman  emigrated  from  England  in 
1635,  and  located  in  Boston,  where  he  remained 
but  a  short  time,  afterward  settling  in  Saybrook. 
From  this  sturdy  pioneer  and  his  family  of  seven 
children,  have  sprung  many  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  spirits,  who,  leaving  their  native 
mountains,  have  founded  for  themselves  new 
homes  in  the  prairies  of  the  West,  and  have  been 
instrumental  in  building  up  these  States,  as  their 
forefathers  were  those  of  New  England.  The 
children  of  Robert  Chapman  were  John,  Robert, 
Anna,  Hannah,  Nathaniel,  Mary  and  Sarah. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  AYilliam 
Chapman,  was  born  in  Westbrook,  Conn.,  and 
served  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  in  af- 
ter years  related  many  stories  of  that  terrible 
struggle.  He  was  at  one  time  cooking  for  the 
officers  of  a  division  of  the  army,  when  an  eighteen- 
pound  cannon  ball  passed  through  the  house, 
alarming  the  inmates,  but  doing  no  serious  damage. 
Our  subject  was  the  son  of  William  and  Anna 
(Kelsey)  Chapman,  and  the  parental  family  con- 
sisted of  six  cbiWren:  Willi^iB,  Elihu,  Emily,  Al- 
17 


vin,  Benjamin,  and  Susan.     The  latter  is   still    re- 
siding at  Westbrook,  Conn. 

Alvin  Chapman  was  born  in  May,  1824,  at  West- 
brook, where  he  grew  to  mature  years,  receiving 
a  good  common-school  education  and  being 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  application.  In 
1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  AYright,  and  in 
a  few  years  after  the  young  couple  decided  to  see 
what  life  might  hold  for  them  in  the  far  West, 
where  land  was  more  plentiful  and  opportunities 
for  making  money  much  greater  than  in-  the  New 
England  States.  Accordingly,  in  1855  Mr.  Chap- 
man, with  his  wife  and  one  child,  removed  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Yan  Buren  County,  where  he 
hns  ever  since  resided.  Here  he  purchased  a  farm, 
which  was  wild  land  on  which  a  furrow  had  never 
been  turned,  but  which  now,  under  his  industrious 
hands  and  careful  management,  has  been  met- 
amorphosized  into  a  fertile  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres. 

In  1864  Mr.  Chapman  enlisted  in  Compan}?-  I, 
Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  marching  with  Sherman's 
command  from  Chattanooga  to  Washington. 
Since  that  time  he  has  devoted  most  of  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits,  being  very  successful 
in  all  his  enterprises.  When  the  West  Michigan 
Savings  Bank  was  organized  at  Bangor,  Mr.  Chap- 
man was  made  Yice-president,  which  position  he 
has  held  ever  since,  also  being  the  owner  of  the 
building  and  fixtures  of  the  bank.  This  institu- 
tion is  doing  a  good  business,  for  which  it  is  in- 
debted to  the  wise  counsel  and  correct  judgment 
of  its  officers. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  departed  this  life 
in  1877.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  tender 
mother  and  her  loss  was  irreparable.  Not  only 
in  her  own  home  is  she  greatly  missed  but  in 
the  many  social  relations  in  which  she  took  such  an 
active  part  and  which  benefited  by  her  precepts  and 
example.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Flora,  wife  of 
Theodore  Reynolds;  Eva,  who  married  George 
Reynolds  and  is  now  deceased;  Mary,  wife  of  Prof. 
Allen  Redding,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  William  who 
lives  at  the  old  homestead,  and  Abbie,  a  teacher, 
also  residing  in  Findlay,  Ohio. 
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In  connection  with  this  sketch  will  be  noticed 
lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  Chapman  and  his  de- 
ceased wife.  He  is  noted  for  his  benevolence, 
having  been  liberal  almost  to  a  fault  in  the  aid  of 
every  worthy  enterprise  which  has  been  projected 
for  the  advancement  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resides,  and  his  many  kind  deeds  will  be  re- 
membered long  after  he  shall  have  passed  away 
from  earth.  He  has  been  an  extensive  traveler,  and 
during  his  many  journeyings  has  made  a  large  col- 
lection of  curios,  relics  of  various  kinds  and  valu- 
able bric-a-brac,  which  he  prizes  highly  and  which 
aid  in  the  decoration  of  his  beautiful  home.  His 
library  is  made  up  of  choice  books,  works  of  the 
most  noted  authors  of  this  and  other  countries  and 
one  can  gain  a  fair  estimate  of  the  character  of  the 
man  by  noticing  the  class  of  literature  in  which 
he  is  most  interested.  He  has  a  fine  residence  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  town  of  Bangor,  which 
is  a  model  of  comfort  and  convenience,  and  in 
which  he  is  happily  spending  the  latter  years  of 
his  life.  His  children  have  been  well  educated  and 
well  trained,  and  are  occupying  enviable  positions 
in  society.  Mr.  Chapman  is  a  through-going  Re- 
publican and  socially,  is  a  prominent  Mason,  hav- 
ing taken  the  Thirty-second  Degree  and  is  now 
Commander  of  the  A.  Lincoln  Post,  No.  9,  G. 
A.R. 

^ ■ "^ns^'T^^^"^""      ■ i' 

^^ILES  A.  PIPER,  D.  D.  S.  This  well-known 
II!  (—-y  and  highly  respected  resident  of  Allegan  is 
^^1)  one  of  the  finest  dentists  in  the  county.  He 
is  the  son  of  Dr.  William  A.  Piper,  and  was  born 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  November  25,  1840.  His  father, 
although  a  native  of  New  York  State,  lived  in 
Massachusetts,  where  he  successfully  followed  the 
profession  of  a  dentist.  The  parental  family  in- 
cluded two  children:  Dr.  Piper,  of  this  sketch, 
and  Lotta,  now  Mrs.  William  Boice,  of  Chicago. 

Dr.  William  A.  Piper  removed  from  Massachu- 
setts to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  remained  a  short 
time,  and  then  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich. 
There  he  was  engaged  in  dental  surgery  until  1851, 
the  date  of  his  coming  to  Allegan.  He  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  practice  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1877.     His  partner   in   business,  after 


coming  to  Allegan,  was  Dr.  Streeter,  and  they  soon 
established  a  reputation  for  doing  some  of  the 
finest  work  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  given  an  excellent  education, 
being  a  graduate  of  the  Allegan  High  School. 
After  finishing  his  studies,  he  clerked  in  a  store, 
and,  when  deciding  to  choose  a  life  work,  learned 
the  dental  business  in  his  father's  office.  On  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  our  subject,  together 
with  his  father,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Fifth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  and  was  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Custer.  His  father  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge, 
with  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  Giles  A.  served  his 
country  three  years,  and  was  wounded  three  times, 
first  in  the  battle  at  Yellow  Tavern,  where  he  was 
shot  in  the  ankle;  then  at  Cold  Harbor,  where 
he  was  wounded  in  the  side,  and  the  third  time  at 
Morton  Ford,  receiving  a  wound  in  the  col- 
lar-bone. He  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  11th  of 
June,  in  the  battle  of  Trevilian  Station,  Ya.,  and 
was  kept  in  captivity  for  six  months  and  eleven 
days,  being  in  Libby,  Belle  Island,  Andersonville, 
Florence  and  Charleston  prisons.  He  suffered 
greatly  during  his  confinement  in  those  vile  dens, 
weighing  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds  when 
taken  prisoner  and  when  released,  only  eighty- 
five  pounds.  When  in  Andersonville,  his  ra- 
tions consisted  of  one  pint  of  corn  and  cob 
per  day,  put  in  water,  and  one  spoonful  of  salt 
per  week.  The  soldiers  were  so  frantic  for 
water  that  they  would  dig  down  in  the  ground 
seventy-three  feet,  and  our  subject,  among 
others,  went  down  that  distance  without  the  well 
being  curbed  or  stoned  up. 

Dr.  Piper  received  an  honorable  discharge  from 
the  army  the  3d  of  July,  1865.  After  his  return 
home  his  health  was  so  shattered  that  he  lay  a 
month,  not  being  able  to  recognize  any  of  his 
friends.  When  fully  recuperated,  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Allegan,  in  which 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  since  that  time. 
Dr.  Giles  A.  Piper  and  Miss  Ida  Campbell  were 
married  in  Allegan,  October  9,  1884.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (McDuffee)  Campbell, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Her  parents  came 
to  Allegan  Countj^  i|i  1872,  where  the  father   en- 
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gaged  as  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant.  He  followed 
that  business  until  his  death  in  1887.  The  mother 
is  still  a  resident  of  this  county  and  has  become 
the  mother  of  two  children :  Mrs.  Dr.  Piper,  and 
Jennie.  In  politics,  Mr.  Campbell  was  a  Republican. 
Our  subject  is  an  active  and  influential  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Dr.  Piper  is  a  very 
prominent  man  in  his  profession,  and  is  the  center 
of  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  meriting  the  esteem 
and  confidence  which  is  accorded  him  on  every 
side. 


-^;^^^^^. 


-i*^*^*J»»i*^ 


^^^  G.  8HEFFER.  This  old  pioneer,  w^ho  is 
^^^  one  of  the  sturdy  representatives  of  the 
Ift/^  agricultural  community,  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1823.  He  is  at  present 
residing  on  a  beautiful  farm  on  section  36,  Casco 
Township,  Allegan  County,  and  is  the  son  of 
George  and  Polly  Sheffer.  The  father  was  born  in 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1800,  wiiere  he  spent 
his  early  life  on  a  farm.  His  parents  were  pioneers 
of  the  above  named  county,  and  w^ere  well-to-do 
people. 

George  Sheffer,  w^hen  eigliteen  years  of  age,  met 
with  a  serious  accident  by  cutting  his  knee,  and 
for  several  years  he  was  very  lame.  He  was  a  self- 
made  man  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  for  while 
his  school  days  were  very  limited,  he  was  an  intelli- 
gent and  well-read  man.  The  elder  Mr.  Sheffer  re- 
mained at  home  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age, 
Miss  Hester  Vaughn  becoming  his  wife.  Their 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Will- 
iam and  Maria,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  married  to  Polly  Chamberlain,  of 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  previously 
gone.  Mrs.  Polly  Sheffer  was  the  mother  of  the 
original  of  this  sketch,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Sarah  (Gates)  Chamberlain.  Her 
parents  were  of  Puritan  stock,  and  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts; Mrs.  Sheffer  was  born  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1799,  on  the  spot  which  is  the  present 
site  of  Clinton  College.  Her  parents  were  the  first 
white  settlers  in  that  county,  an4  her   playma-t^s 


were  the  Indian  children,  whose  language  she  could 
speak  as  well  as  her  own. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  born  to  them  ten 
children:  S.  G.,  our  subject;  Sarah,  who  is  the 
wife  of  E.  K.  McLouth;  Clark;  Mary,  Mrs.  D.  Mar- 
latte;  Lowell;  Clara,  the  widow  of  Albert  Smith; 
Martha,  Mrs.  Charles  Lee;  John,  deceased;  and  two 
who  died  when  young,  one  of  whom  was  a  twin  of 
our  subject.  Soon  after  his  second  marriage,  the 
father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trades  of  tanner 
and  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  In  1840  he  came  West  to  Washtenaw 
County,  where  he  was  among  the  earliest  pioneers. 
His  last  dajs  were  spent  at  the  home  of  a  daughter 
in  Lenawee  Count3\  this  State,  his  death  occurring 
in  1864.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  better 
land  by  ten  years.  He  had  united  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  while  a  young  man  residing 
in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  which  order  he  be- 
came Master  Mason.  He  was  a  Baptist  in  his  early 
years,  but  his  later  life  was  spent  as  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  having  united 
with  that  denomination  because  there  was  no  Bap- 
tist Church  in  his  vicinity.  His  wife  was  a  Pres- 
byterian. In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Jacksonian 
Democrat,  but  later  joined  the  Whig  party. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Sheffer, 
a  native  of  New  York.  His  father  was  a  Baron  in 
Germany,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century  emigrated  to  America  and  purchased  the 
Township  of  Sharon,  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y. 
He  named  the  township  in  honor  of  the  rose  of 
Sharon,  found  in  Germany.  Both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

S.  G.  Sheffer,  of  this  sketch,  was  given  a  good 
education,attending  an  academy  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  until  reaching  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  then 
engaged  to  work  on  a  farm  by  the  month,  and  con- 
tinued so  employed  until  his  marriage  in  1848.  The 
lady  who  became  his  wife,  bore  the  name  of  Lavina 
M.,  daughter  of  Henry  P.  Snyder.  Mrs.  Sheffer 
was  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  and  came 
of  German  descent.  A  few  years  prior  to  his  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Sheffer  had  come  to  Michigan,  locating 
in  Lenawee  County. 

In  1851,  the  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  Alle- 
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gan  County,  and  in  November  of  that  year  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  Casco  Township.  Here  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  from  a  Mr.  Fowler, 
who  had  entered  the  tract  from  the  Government. 
The  township  was  but  thinly  settled  at  the  time  of 
his  locating  here,  and  our  subject  has  done  valu- 
able service  in  helping  to  lay  out  roads,  erect 
schoolhouses,  and  otherwise  open  up  the  country 
for  those  who  would  follow.  The  mail  was  brought 
to  the  settlers  twice  a  week,  sometimes  by  a  boy, 
but  oftener  by  a  neighbor  who  happened  to  be 
passing  the  postotiice. 

The  first  house  of  our  subject  was  a  board 
"shanty,"  12x14  feet  in  dimensions,  which  served 
only  to  keep  the  sun  out,  for  when  it  rained  every- 
thing inside  was  "soaked."  The  cabin  has  given 
way  to  a  comfortable  and  commodious  residence, 
in  which  our  subject  and  his  family  make  their 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheffer  have  been  granted 
four  children:  Charles  W.,  residing  in  Casco  Town- 
ship; Agnes  v.,  who  is  a  teacher  in  Washington; 
Sarah,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Briggs,  and  Byron,  also  re- 
siding in  Casco  Township. 

Mr.  Sheffer  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  belonging  to  the  Blue  Lodge  of  South 
Haven;  he  has  attained  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 
He  is  also  a  Knight  of  the  Red  Cross,  a  Knight  of 
Malta  and  a  Knight  Templar,  of  Kalamazoo.  In 
politics,  he  is  non-partisan,  although  he  was  sent 
as  a  delegate  to  the  first  National  Republican  Con- 
vention, in  1858.  He  also  served  in  a  like  position 
to  the  first  National  Greenback  Convention,  at  To- 
ledo, Ohio.  The  following  is  an  original  poem, 
read  by  S.  G.  Sheffer  at  the  Allegan  County  Pio- 
neer Society,  August  19,  1891: 

"Another  year,  and  here  we  meet 

To  clasp  the  hand  of  friendship  true; 

And  welcome  to  our  hearts  our  friends. 
Our  social  friendships  to  renew. 

"We've  met  to-day  to  welcome  those 
Who  sought  the  wilderness  long  ago, 

To  grapple  with  those  lofty  trees. 
And  have  their  lofty  tops  laid  low. 

"And  to  live  o'er  those  wondrous  scenes 
That  crowd  around  our  cabin  door, 

When  howl  of  wolf  at  night  was  heard. 
And  red  men  slept  on  our  cabin  floor. 


"Our  neighbors  few  and  far  between. 
Yet  always  true  in  time  of  need. 

And  joyously  we  welcomed  them 
To  our  cabin  by  the  mead. 

"And  when  the  day  of  work  was  done 
And  we  sat  around  the  frugal  board. 

With  pleasant  sounds  our  memory  stirred 
When  at  the  door  our  friends  w^ere  heard. 

"And  when  strong  arms  and  hearts  of  steel 
Have  conquered  the  forest  there 

And  broad  rich  fields  and  barns  well  stored. 
And  homes  are  seen  both  rich  and  rare. 

"When  we  o'er  the  wild  domain. 
That  years  ago  was  one  wild  wood. 

That's  planted  now  with  tree  and  vine. 
We  enjoy  just  as  we  should. 

"Though  storms  arise,  and  troubles  come. 
With  patience  strong  we  stand  the  test. 

Nor  think  of  aught  but  pleasure  good 
That  fills  the  home  that  we  love  best. 

"And  as  old  age  creeps  on  apace. 
Time's  hoary  hand  is  on  us  laid. 

Yet  smiling  still  our  work  pursue 

And  cheerful  meet  what  change  has  made. 

"We  like  to  cast  a  backward  thought 
To  those  rude  days  of  early  years. 

And  live  again  in  memory  dear. 

Those  days  when  we  were  pioneers." 


4^ 


ONATHAN  M.  HOWARD.  This  gentleman^ 
who  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion 34,  Cheshire  Township,  Allegan  County, 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  is  the 
present  amiable  Treasurer  of  his  townsliip,  serving 
his  fifth  year  in  that  oflfice.  He  was  born,  March 
17,  1836,  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  being  the 
youngest  of  two  children  born  to  his  parents.  His 
sister,  Adeline  B.,  is  the  wife  of  Willard  A.  Cooley, 
a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  has 
always  followed  this  as  his  life  vocation.  When 
fourteen  years  old,  he  commenced  to  work  out  for 
others,  receiving  but  small  recompense  for  his 
labors. 

Jonathan  M.  Howard   came  to  Michigan   in  the 
fall  of  1854  with  bis  parents  md  assisted  his  fa- 
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ther  in  clearing  his  farm  and  here  has  ever  since  re- 
mained. He  was  married,  April  18,  1866,  to  Sarah 
C.  Moore,  who  was  born  July  6,  1844,  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  received  a  good  educa- 
tion. She  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children, 
named  Emma  and  Arthur.  He  has  added  forty 
acres  to  his  estate  and  now  has  a  hundred  acres. 
Eighty  acres  are  highly  tilled,  with  splendid  build- 
ings thereon,  and  general  farming  and  stock-raising- 
is  carried  on.  Mr.  Howard  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Blooming- 
dale,  VanBuren  County,  this  State,  and  has  passed 
all  the  chairs  in  the  lodge.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange,  of  which  he  was  Grand  Master.  The  of- 
fice of  School  Director  was  his,  and  the  office  of 
Assessor  of  the  district  has  been  held  by  him 
twenty  years,  and  he  is  at  present  Treasurer  of  his 
township.  His  political  influence  is  cast  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  well  liked  by  every  one 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Howard  were  William  C.  and  Julia  (Johnson) 
Moore,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came  from  that 
Commonwealth  to  Michigan  about  1845,  and  set- 
tled in  YanBuren  County.  The  mother  passed 
from  this  life  in  1856,  while  the  father  survived 
until  1884. 

Jonathan  Howard,  the  father  of  the  gentleman 
of  whom  we  write  this  history,  was  a  native  of 
Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  19,  1808.  He 
was  a  son  of  Timothy  Howard,  and  followed  the 
vocation  of  a  farmer.  His  good  wife,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sophia 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  she 
having  been  born  in  April,  1813.  Her  father  was 
Ransom  Johnson,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
followed  farming.  Her  mother  was  Hannah  (Ben- 
nett) Johnson,  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
bore  her  husband  thirteen  children,  only  two  of 
whom  yet  survive.  The  father  of  our  subject 
died  in  1849,  and  the  mother  passed  away  the 
year  following.  They  were  married  in  January, 
1839,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.  They  lived  five  years  in  Orleans  County, 
when  they  returned  to  Monroe  County  and  resided 
until  1854,  in  which  year  they  came  to  Michigan. 
In  the  spring  of  1855,  Ihey  settled  on  their  farm, 
erected  a  log  house  and  commenced  to  hew  down 


the  immense  forest.  They  at  first  had  but  forty 
acres,  and  lived  to  see  the  place  wonderfully  im- 
proved and  a  good  house  erected.  He  died  Janu- 
uary  10, 1883,  the  mother  passing  away  January  20, 
1892.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
while  her  husband  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  la- 
ter joined  tlie  Republican  party.  He  was  Post- 
master at  Cheshire  for  six  years  and  was  a  well- 
educated  man. 

V  ^^^^^      y 


\fl  OHN  NIES  is  one  of  the  class  of  Holland 
citizens  who  have  done  so  much  to  aid  in 
the  upbuilding  of  the  Western  States,  w^here 
their  industrious  habits  and  perseverance 
have  been  rewarded  by  the  acquirement  of  comfort- 
able fortunes  and  an  honored  record  in  the  history 
of  their  adopted  country.  Mr.  Nies  is  a  promi- 
nent hardware  merchant  of  Saugatuck,  where  he  is 
also  engaged  in  the  pension  business.  He  is  a  son  of 
Derk  and  Ikien  (Niewenhuis)  Nies,  natives  of  Hol- 
land, where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Groningden,  February  29,  1836.  Mr.  Nies  is  one 
of  the  few  people  who  can  celebrate  their  birthday 
but  once  in  four  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  America 
in  1854,  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,^ and  located 
in  Fillmore  Township,  Allegan  County,  where  he 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  there  remained  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  On  September 
10,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Second  Mich- 
igan Cavalry,  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Sheridan. 
This  regiment  participated  in  the  one  hundred 
engagements  which  are  the  subject  of  a  book 
r/ritten  by  Lieut.  Thatcher,  entitled  ''One  Hundred 
Battles.''  Mr.  Nies  was  never  absent  from  duty 
during  his  service  of  three  years  and  forty- two 
daj^s,  and  narrowly  escaped  death  several  times, 
on  one  occasion,  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  having  his 
horse  shot  from  under  him. 

He  was  discharged  October  22,  1864,  and  at  once 
returned  to  Michigan  where  he  was  occupied  at 
farming  until  1865,  at  that  time  becoming  interested 
in  the  hardware  business  which  he  carried  on  by 
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himself  until  1887.  At  that  time  he  took  as  his 
partner  John  Koning,  who  had  been  a  trusted  em- 
ploye for  thirteen  years,  and  in  1888  he  began  to 
solicit  pensions,  in  which  he  has  been  highlj^  sucess- 
ful. 

Mr.  Nies  was  married  December  15,  1864,  to 
Johanna  Kruisenga,  a  daughter  of  Everhardus 
Kruisenga,  also  a  native  of  Holland.  Thirteen 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union ;  those  living 
are  as  follows:  Ida,  Mrs.  Fred  Wade,  residing  in 
Saugatuck;  Kate,  Mrs.  Harry  D.  Moore,  who  resides 
in  Montana  where  her  husband  is  an  attorney-at- 
law;  Eva  married  Rev.  C.  East,  who  resides  in  St. 
Louis,  this  State;  John,  Ray,  Harry,  Edwy,  Florence 
and  William.  John  is  attending  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Lansing  in  the  civil  and  mechanical  de- 
partment. Mr.  Nies  is  a  stalwart  Republican  and 
has  been  frequentlj^  called  to  serve  his  fellow-citi- 
zens in  various  offices.  He  has  been  Supervisor 
for  five  terms,  School  Director  and  a  member  of 
the  Village  Board.  His  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are  popular 
in  their  community.  His  mother  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  in  possession  of  all  her 
mental  faculties. 


— f- 


i>^^<^^ 


VILLIAM  L.  O'BRIEN  is  very  prominent  in 
local  affairs  in  Cheshire  Township,  Alle- 
gan County,  having  held  the  office  of  Sup- 
ervisor for  three  years  and  Assessor  of  the 
School  Dictrict  for  twenty-two  years.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent residing  on  section  21,  and  carries  on  general 
farming.  He  was  born  May  19,  1839,  in  County 
Roscommon,  Ireland.  His  parents  were  William 
L.  and  Sarah  (Devnish)  O'Brien.  The  father  died 
July  3,  1888,  when  seventy -five  years  of  age;  the 
mother  still  survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  They  came  to  America  in  1850,  and  lo- 
cated in  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of 
1859  they  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  located  on 
section  28,  Cheshire  Township,  Allegan  County, 
when  it  was  raw  land.  They  reared  a  family  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  with  one 
exception.  They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  O'Brien  was  a  Republi- 


can and  a  strong  temperance  man.  He  held  the 
position  of  Highway  Commissioner  of  this  town- 
ship. 

William  L.  O'Brien  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest 
of  the  parental  family  and  was  eleven  years  of  age 
when  crossing  the  Atlantic.  He  was  given  a  good 
education  and  remained  at  home  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  When  starting  out  for  himself,  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  21,  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  immediately  cleared  and  improved 
twenty-five  acres.  April  20,  1870,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Smith  of  Blooming- 
ton,  111.,  and  a  native  of  New  York  State,  her 
birth  occurring  in  1844.  Mrs.  O'Brien  was  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Jael  Smith,  who  came  to 
the  Wolverine  State  in  1858  and  located  in  Bloom- 
ingdale  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  where  they 
died.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Brien  have  been  granted  two 
children:  Ethel  and  Alice  J.  Our  subject  has 
eighty-four  acres  of  land,  forty  of  which  are  under 
the  plow.  His  daughter  Ethel  has  been  a  student 
at  Hope  College  at  Holland,  this  State,  and  has 
taught  school  for  three  years.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  where 
the  father  has  been  Steward,  Class-leader  and  Sup- 
erintendent of  the  Sunday-school.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Grange  and 
in  polities  Mr.  O'Brien  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
been  Clerk  of  Cheshire  Township  for  twenty-one 
years  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office. 


'!@#(s)l| 


1^^ 


NDREW  J.  MUNGER,  deceased.  In  the 
death  of  this  gentleman,  Casco  Township, 
Allegan  County,  lost  one  of  her  most  pros- 
perous and  respected  citizens.  He  was 
born  in  New  York,  Niagara  County,  December  28, 
1828,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  State  on  a  farm, 
attending  no  educational  institution  excepting  the 
common  schools.  He  had  always  been  a  very  close 
reader  and  was  conversant  with  all  the  topics  of 
the  day. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the  son 
of  Clark  and  Minerva  (Sylvester)   Munger,  both 
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natives  of  New  York.  Thej  were  the  worthy  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  on  the  farm  until  he  was  nearly 
eighteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling in  Cass  County.  He  there  worked  on  a  farm 
a  few  years  and  after  his  marriage  rented  a  farm 
until  1860.  In  the  last  named  year,  Mr.  Munger 
decided  to  make  his  home  in  Allegan  County,  and 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  7.  A 
part  of  this  was  improved,  and  after  breaking  the 
remaider,  he  added  to  this  eighty  acres  more, 
making  in  all  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  all 
of  which  is  now  under  the  best  of  cultivation,  the 
greater  part  being  done  by  his  own  strong 
hand.  Twenty-live  acres  of  this  estate  are  devoted 
to  the  raising  of  fruit,  both  small  and  large.  He 
also  erected  a  very  beautiful  and  spacious  residence 
in  which  his  family  now  reside. 

While  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  Mr.  Munger  was 
married  to  Eliza  J.  Boyd,  a  native  of  New  York 
City  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  Boyd, 
who  were  also  natives  of  New  York  State.  The 
father  was  a  sea  captain  by  occupation  and  roamed 
over  the  waters  from  his  early  youth  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  when  Mrs.  Munger  was  but 
three  years  old.  The  good  wife  and  mother  was 
also  taken  away  at  the  same  time  and  she  went  to 
live  with  an  aunt  residing  in  Cass  County. 
She  received  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  New  York,  completing  it  at  a  boarding 
school  at  Staten  Island. 

The  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  other,  Robert  C,  makes  his 
home  with  his  mother.  He  married  Etta  S.  Smith 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Ida  M. 
and  Oran  A.  In  September,  1864,  our  subject 
entered  the  late  war,  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry.  He  served  in  the 
Mississippi  Department,  but  a  few  months  after 
entering  the  service  was  taken  sick  which  neces- 
sitated his  going  to  the  hospital,  where  he  re- 
mained until  nearly  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  for 
physical  disabihty.  He  contracted  a  disease  in  the 
war   from    which   he    never   recovered  and  from 


which  he  died,  April  18,  1888.  His  memory  still 
lives  and  his  honorable  and  successful  career 
stands  forth  as  a  fitting  example  of  what  can  be 
done  by  earnest  and  constant  effort.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Jacob 
Fry  Post,  and  he  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  of  which  his  wife  and 
son  are  still  consistent  members. 


^  OHN  W.  HUMPHREY  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Model  Peach  Farm,  at  South  Haven.  He 
/^  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  having  been  born  in 
^/J  County  Antrim,  April  13,  1832,  and  is 
the  son  of  Hugh  Humphrey.  His  father  was  born 
near  Belfast  and  was  a  nail-maker,  a  trade  also 
followed  by  his  father.  Hugh  Humphrey  mar- 
ried Jane  McAllister,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  in 
1832  emigrated  to  Canada  and  resided  at  Dur- 
ham. Soon,  however,  they  came  to  the  States  and 
located  at  Malone,  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  carried  on  farming. 

The  father  of  our  subject  received  an  injury 
which  resulted  in  his  death  four  years  later.  He 
was  fifty-six  years  old  at  that  time.  His  good  wife 
survived  him  many  years  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children:  Margaret,  who  married  John  K.  Graham 
and  resides  in  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.;  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  James, 
who  died  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.;  Robert,  who  re- 
sides in  Van  Buren  County;  Mary,  who  married  L 
H.  Mayott,  a  merchant  of  Springfield,  Mass.;  Eliza, 
who  is  Mrs.  J.  B.  Moore,  of  Manchester,  N.  H.; 
William,  who  died  in  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.;  and 
Joseph,  who  makes  his  home  in  the  above-named 
county.  Our  subject's  father  had  seven  brothers, 
two  of  whom  came  to  America:  John,  who  was 
married  and  died  in  Canada,  and  Thomas,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Franklin  County,  N.  Y. 

John  W.  Humphrey  was  but  eleven  weeks  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Canada,  his  boyhood 
being  passed  upon  the  farm  in  Franklin  County, 
N.  Y.  When  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced 
to  work  in  a  sawmill,  and  when  reaching  his  ma- 
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Jority  came  to  Michigan,  first  stopping  at  Ply- 
mouth, Wayne  County,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
an  agricultural  implement  factory.  In  1855,  he 
married  Mary,  adopted  daughter  of  the  Hon.  T. 
T.  Lyon,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  on  another 
page  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  a  resident  of  Plymouth  for 
eight  years,  and  then  went  to  Berrien  County 
with  his  brother  James  and  E.  E.  Ilendrick, 
where  they  were  occupied  in  the  manufacture  of 
staves.  He  was  m  business  only  a  twelvemonth, 
however,  when  his  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  succeeding  two  years  were  spent  in  Grand 
Rapids,  and  he  again  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  staves  in  St.  Joseph.  He  remained  so  occupied 
for  three  years,  at  the  same  time  purchasing  five 
acres  of  land,  which  he  laid  out  as  a  peach  orch- 
ard. He  then  returned  to  Plymouth  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  fruit-growing  until  1877, 
when  he  came  to  South  Haven.  After  locating 
here,  he  purchased  the  property  of  the  West  Lake 
Shore  Nursery  Association,  and  conducted  the 
same  for  five  years,  in  connection  with  T.  T. 
Lyon.  He  then  owned  one  hundred  and  seven 
acres  of  land,  but  much  of  it  was  swamp  land  and 
covered  with  stumps  and  logs.  He  cleared  his 
property,  drained  it  and  prepared  the  land  for 
cultivation.  Fruit-growers  said  he  was  very 
foolish  to  set  out  peach  trees  on  such  ground, 
but,  notwithstanding  the  advice  given  him,  he 
planted  trees,  and  now  has  an  orchard  of  three 
thousand  bearing  trees,  to  which  the  name  of  the 
Model  Fruit  Farm  Has  been  very  appropriately 
given. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  now  owns  sixty-six 
acres  of  land  within  the  city  limits  of  South  Haven, 
and,  besides  his  fine  peach  orchard,  raises  many  of 
the  smaller  fruits.  In  1891  he  built  a  handsome 
residence,  which  is  one  of  the  attractive  homes  of 
the  village.  It  is  located  on  Paw  Paw  Street,  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Humphrey  have  a  family  of  six  children:  Car- 
rie E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  D.  Wright; 
Charles  G.;  James  A.,  who  died  at  the  interesting 
age  of  twenty  years,  while  attending  the  Com- 
mercial College  at  Detroit;  William  L.,  Frank; 
and  Marilla,  who  died  aged  four  years. 


In  his  religious  matters,  Mr.  Humphrey  is  a 
Baptist,  holding  the  position  of  Deacon  in  that 
society.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  passed  all 
the  chairs  in  that  order.  The  Republican  party 
numbers  him  as  one  of  its  most  active  workers. 
He  is  a  life  member  of  the  State  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, from  which  he  has  obtained  many  premiums 
for  fine  fruit  exhibitions.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  West  Michigan  Horticultural  Society  and 
South  Haven  Pomological  Society.  Mr.  Plum- 
phrey's  health  has  been  poor  for  several  years,  and 
the  winter  of  1887-88  he  passed  in  California. 
He  had  no  sooner  reached  the  Golden  State  than 
a  position  was  offered  him  to  superintend  the 
work  in  a  nursery,  which  he  did.  In  1861  he 
offered  his  services  to  the  Union,  but  was  not  ac- 
cepted. He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  pros- 
perous residents  of  South  Haven  Township,  and  is 
greatly  respected  in  the  county. 

^  EVI  MORSE  is  at  present  residing  on  sec- 
tion 7,  Ganges  Township,  Allegan  County, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He 
was  born  December  8, 1813,  in  Washington  County, 
Vt.,  and  is  the  son  of  Levi  and  Louisa  (Miller) 
Morse.  His  father  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  what  is  now  Washington  County,  Vt.,  and  the 
first  male  child  born  in  that  portion  of  the  State. 
To  add  to  that  honor,  the  State  gave  him  a  large 
tract  of  land. 

The  education  of  Levi  Morse  was  received  in  the 
common  schools,  and  he  remained  at  home  assist- 
ing his  father  until  reaching  his  twenty-fourth 
year.  About  that  time  he  was  married  to  the  mo- 
ther of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was  Louisa 
Miller,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Amy  Miller. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morse  after  their  union  immediately 
located  upon  their  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Washington  County,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  their  death.  The  father 
served  his  country  as  a  volunteer  in  the  War  of 
1812. 
Levi  Morse,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of  John  Morse,  a 
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native  of  England,  who,  with  two  brothers,  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  two  locating  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  John,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, settling  in  Vermont.  They  were  all  three  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  Benjamin  fighting  at 
Bunker  Hill.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Levi 
Morse,  Jr.,  was  also  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
held  an  official  position. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  with  his  seven  brothers 
and  sisters  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  began  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world  by  working  out  for  other  parties 
on  farms.  In  1837  he  was  married  to  Lyda, 
daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Ruth  (Stockwell)  Preston. 
To  them  have  been  granted  seven  children: 
Louisa,  wife  of  the  Rev.  William  Russell,  of  the 
Free-will  Baptist  Church;  Sarah,  who  married  A. 
Harris;  Emma,  who  became  Mrs.  Gilman  Harris; 
Joseph,  Benjamin,  Levi  and  Nellie,  now  Mrs.  Or- 
rin  Norcross. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Morse  bought  a  farm  in 
Vermont  and  there  lived  for  about  thirty  years, 
when,  in  1866,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Allegan 
County  and  purchased  sixty-nine  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent one  hundred  and  sixty-acre  tract.  It  was 
then  in  its  primitive  condition  and  beautifully  lo- 
cated on  the  banks  of  Hutchins  Lake.  He  has  put 
his  property  under  good  cultivation  and  finds  that 
the  best  methods  and  latest  improvements  in  the 
way  of  machineiy  net  the  largest  returns.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


ON.  RICHARD  FERRIS,  who  is  engaged 
in  general  farming  on  section  17,  Cheshire 
Township,  is  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
^  zens  of  Allegan  County.  He  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  this  community,  also  throughout 
surrounding  counties,  and  his  friends  will  notice 
with  especial  interest  his  life  sketch  and  portrait. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Butler,Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  7,  1822,  and  is  the  seventh  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  whose  parents  were  Leonard 
and  Elizabeth  (Ryan)  Ferris.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  the  Highlands  of  New  York  and  a  farmer 


by  occupation.  For  a  few  years  after  his  marriage 
he  resided  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Wayne  County,  where  he  hewed  out  a 
farm  in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  His  wife  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and  he  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-three.  Mrs.  Ferris  was  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Of  their  six  sons 
and  three  daughters,  six  are  now  living.  The  fam- 
ily was  represented  in  the  late  war  by  John  A., 
who  served  in  an  Indiana  regiment. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and  in  the  district  schools  of  New  York 
partially  acquired  his  education.  Emptj^-handed, 
he  began  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
and  two  years  later  sought  a  home  in  the  West. 
In  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  he  worked  in  a  sawmill  yard 
and  afterward  was  employed  at  harvesting.  Sub- 
sequently he  spent  eight  months  as  a  farm  hand  in 
Cass  County,  then  returned  to  Mishawaka,  where 
he  attended  a  select  school  during  the  winter.  In 
the  Si)ring  he  again  went  to  work  in  the  mill-yard 
for  $20  per  month  and  boarded  himself.  He  did 
the  work  of  two  men  and  his  employer,  William 
Milburn,  seeing  his  usefulness,  made  him  a  sawyer, 
and  he  was  afterwards  given  entire  charge  of  the 
mill,  being  there  employed  from  the  spring  of 
1845  until  1851,  with  the  exception  of  ten  months 
in  1848-49,  when  he  was  a  student  at  Notre  Dame 
(Ind.)  University.  The  year  1850  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Michigan,  and  for  one  summer  he  was  em- 
plo3^ed  in  a  mill  in  Lawrence,  Yan  Buren  County, 
after  which  he  there  taught  school  in  the  winter  of 
1850-51.  The  following  spring  he  returned  to 
Mishawaka  and  bought  a  one-eighth  interest  in  a 
new  steam  sawmill,  having  charge  of  the  saw  de- 
partment. 

About  this  time,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1851,  Mr. 
Ferris  wedded  Hannah  Milburn,  sister  of  his 
former  employer.  She  was  born  in  England,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1826,  and  in  1848  came  to  America  with 
her  brother  William,  making  her  home  in  Misha- 
waka. In  August,  succeeding  their  marriage,  Mr. 
Ferris  sold  out  and  removed  to  Lawrence,  Mich., 
where  he  bought  a  third  interest  in  a  mill, 
helped  to  rebuild  it  and  followed  that  business  un- 
til  1854.  He  then  again  sold,  and  removed  to  his 
present  farm  in  December  of  that  year,  having 
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here  resided  since.  The  home  has  been  blessed  by 
the  presence  of  four  children:  William  M.,  who 
married  Minnie  Wood,  and  is  now  living  in 
Waldo,  Kan.;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Robert  C.  O'Brien, 
of  Cheshire  Township,  by  whom  she  has  four 
children;  Marcus  A.,  a  farmer  of  the  same  town- 
ship, who  married  Florence  Motter,  by  whom  he 
has  one  child;  and  Joseph  G.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years. 

Mr.  Ferris  settled  upon  a  four  hundred  and 
eighty-acre  tract  of  wild  land,  eleven  miles  from 
Allegan,  and  built  a  double  log  cabin.  Indians 
were  still  frequent  visitors  in  the  neighborhood, 
few  roads  had  been  cut  through  and  the  work  of 
development  and  progress  seemed  scarcelj^  begun. 
In  May,  1855,  Mr.  Ferris  began  building  a  saw- 
mill, which  he  operated  for  a  number  of  years, 
when  it  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then 
built  about  eighty  rods  from  the  old  site,  but  the 
water  afterward  failed  and  he  discontinued  its 
operation  and  began  improving  his  farm.  Since 
then  he  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  now  has  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen acres  of  valuable  land,  two  hundred  and  forty 
of  which  are  highly  cultivated.  He  has  cleared  and 
fenced  his  farm  himself,  and  added  greatly  to  its 
value  and  attractive  appearance  by  many  improve- 
ments. He  pays  considerable  attention  to  the  rais- 
ing of  fine  grades  of  sheep  and  draft  and  coach 
horses.  His  home,  which  was  erected  in  1860,  is 
the  finest  residence  in  the  township  and  is  the 
abode  of  hospitality.  The  members  of  the  family 
hold  a  high  position  in  the  social  world  and  their 
friends  throughout  the  community  are  many. 

Mr.  Ferris  is  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
His  wife  belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church 
in  England,  but  of  late  years  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Church.  With  school 
interests  he  has  been  actively  identified,  has  given 
his  children  good  advantages,  and  two  have  been 
teachers.  So  efficient  was  he  as  member  of  the 
Board,  that  those  who  first  opposed  him  were  after- 
ward vociferous  in  their  entreaties  for  him  to  con- 
tinue in  office.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Henry  Clay  and  supported  the  Whig  party 
until  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
with  which  he  has  since  been  identified.   He  is  one 


of  the  prominent  Republicans  in  this  community 
and  has  fought  many  hard  practical  battles,  espe- 
cially in  trying  to  get  the  party  to  embody  tem- 
perance principles.  He  served  as  Clerk  in  Law- 
rence Township,  YanBuren  County,  was  also 
School  Inspector,  and  in  1855  was  elected  Clerk  of 
Cheshire  Township.  He  held  the  oflfice  of  School 
Inspector  here  until  the  organization  of  the  school 
districts. 

Elected  as  Representative  from  his  district,  Mr. 
Ferris  served  in  the  Legislature  in  1871  and  1872, 
when  he  declined  a  re-nomination.  During  that 
time,  he  helped  elect  Thomas  W.  Ferry  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  was  Chairman  of  the  Lumber 
Committee,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  State 
Prisons  and  also  of  the  joint  committee  to  visit  the 
penal  and  reformatory  institutions  of  the  State. 
The  cause  of  temperance  ever  found  in  him  a 
stanch  advocate,  and  all  social,  educational  and 
moral  interests  receive  his  hearty  support.  His 
public  and  private  life  are  above  reproach.  He 
has  been  a  faithful  public  officer  and  a  valued  citi- 
zen of  the  community,  who  has  done  much  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  county  during  his  many  years 
of  residence  here.  He  has  the  respect  of  his  many 
acquaintances  and  the  warm  regard  of  a  large 
circle  of  friends. 


l^ANIEL  PRATT,  who  is  a  son  of  one  of  the 
Jjj  pioneer    families    of   Allegan   County,    was 

J^  reared  under  the  primitive  influences  that 
prevailed  in  the  early  years  of  the  settlement  of 
this  region,  and  has  taken  his  place  among  the 
busy,  practical  farmers  of  Martin  Township,  where 
most  of  his  life  has  been  passed  since  he  was 
brought  here  in  childhood  from  his  native  State. 
He  is  a  son  of  Hubbard  Pratt,  and  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  1830,  Phelps 
Township  being  his  birthplace.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  but  was  reared  in  New  York, 
and  was  married  in  Seneca  County,  that  State,  to 
Miss  Marth  McBride,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
that  Commonwealth.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion,  and   after  marriage  he  located  on   a  rented 
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farm.  He  and  his  wife  removed  to  Ohio  in  1834, 
and  the  following  year  came  to  Michigan ,  coming  di- 
rect to  Allegan  County ,being  among  the  first  settlers 
in  Martin  Township,  where  the  father  selected  a 
tract  of  land  on  section  15.  He  built  a  typical 
pioneer  abode  of  logs  for  the  shelter  of  his  family, 
and  then  entered  upon  the  hard  labor  required  to 
fell  the  timber  with  which  his  place  was  covered. 
In  time  he  hewed  out  a  good  farm  from  the  for- 
ests, and  lived  thereon  in  comfort  and  content- 
ment the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  which  was 
brought  to  a  close  at  a  ripe  old  age  in  1880.  He 
was  a  sturdy  Democrat  in  his  politics,  and  was  in 
every  way  a  good  pioneer  citizen,  who  was  useful 
m  developing  the  agriculture  of  this  county.  He 
was  a  son  of  William  Pratt,  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  he  came  of  good  old  New  England 
stock,  as  did  his  wife's  people  also.  She  died  some 
years  after  the  family  came  to  Michigan.  She 
was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  three  daughters 
and  five  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood,  except  one  that  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  are  Lewis,  a  resident  of  Wayland;  Dan- 
iel; Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Walker;  Marj^  who  mar- 
ried John  Corning,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead; 
Alonzo,  a  resident  of  Martin  Township;  William, 
who  also  lives  in  that  township;  and  Martha,  who 
married  William  Chapman,  and  is  now  dead. 

Daniel  Pratt  is  the  second  son  of  the  family.  He 
was  five  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Michi- 
gan. He  obtained  his  entire  education  in  a  little 
log  schoolhouse,  on  section  22,  Martin  Township. 
He  early  became  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm- 
ing, through  having  to  assist  his  father  on  the  old 
homestead,  helping  him  to  clear  and  improve  the 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he 
began  life  on  his  own  account.  He  worked  out  by 
the  month  until  his  marriage,  which  took  place  Jan- 
uary 24,1855,to  Miss  Sarah  Spooner,a  native  of  New 
York.  In  her,  he  had  a  helpmate  kind  and  true,  a 
veritable  homemaker,who  looked  carefully  after  the 
comfort  of  her  household,  and  was  a  wise  and  tender 
mother  to  her  children.  She  died  August  27,  1891, 
leaving  behind  her  the  record  of  a  life  well  spent. 

Three  children  were  born  to  our  subject  by  his 
marriage,  namely:  Harriet,  who  married  Moses 
Ward,  and  has  a  little  girl,  Jessie  May,  eight  years 


old;  Willis,  a  resident  of  Martin  Township,  who 
married  Miss  Eva  Burnham,  and  had  two  children: 
Bert,  and  Mabel,  who  is  deceased;  and  George, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  months. 

Mr.  Pratt  and  his  wife  began  their  married  life 
in  a  house  that  he  built  of  logs,  on  his  present  farm, 
which  at  that  time  formed  a  part  of  the  forest  that 
prevailed  here.  Only  five  acres  of  it  were  cleared 
when  it  came  into  his  possession,  and  he  cut  the 
logs  for  his  dwelling,  which  he  built  16x24  feet  in 
dimensions.  He  now  has  the  sixty  acres  compris- 
ing his  homestead  under  fine  tillage,  and  amply 
provided  with  all  the  necessary  improvements  for 
carrj'irig  on  agriculture  conveniently.  He  does  a 
general  farming  business,  and  raises  a  good  class 
of  stock. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  a  man  of  excellent  sense  and  sound 
understanding,  whose  career  as  a  farmer  reflects 
credit  on  his  township,  in  whose  development  as 
a  prosperous  and  wealthy  agricultural  center,  he 
has  been  an  important  factor.  In  him  the  Repub- 
lican party  finds  a  steadfast  adherent. 
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ANIEL  D.  HARRIS,  Postmaster  and  gen- 
eral merchant  at  Shelby ville  Station,  is 
classed  among  the  active  and  enterprising 
3^oung  business  men  of  Allegan  County,  who  are 
so  potent  in  sustaining  and  extending  its  commer- 
cial and  other  interests.  He  is  a  native  of  South- 
ern Michigan,  born  in  the  town  of  Galesburg,  May 
5,  1859.  His  father,  D.  Harris,  and  his  grand- 
father, James  Harris,  who  were  both  natives  of 
New  York,  the  former  born  in  Otsego  County  in 
1825,  were  both  early  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  they  settled  in  1834.  The  grand- 
father was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in  Charlestown 
Township,  that  county,  where  lie  took  up  a  tract 
of  land  from  the  Government.  He  was  a  son  of 
an  Englishman  who  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man  and  made  his  home  in  the  Empire 
State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  but  a  boy  when 
his  parents  settled  in  the  forest  wilds  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  in  after  years  he  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Adeline  Ralph,  a  native  of  that  county. 
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Her  parents,  George  and  Hettie  Ralph,  who  are 
natives  of  England,  are  honored  in  the  annals  of 
that  county  as  pioneers  of  Charleston,  where  they 
settled  in  1835.  They  have  attained  the  venerable 
ages  of  ninety-one  and  eighty-nine  years  respec- 
tively, and  have  enjoyed  an  unusually  long  wedded 
life  of  sixty-nine  years.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
have  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Their  son  Willard  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months; 
their  son  Jay  is  clerking  for  his  brother  Daniel,  and 
their  daughter  Cora  is  also  with  him. 

D.  D.  Harris  is  the  second  child  and  the  second 
son  of  the  family.  He  passed  his  boyhood  in  his 
native  town,  and  was  well  educated  in  its  schools. 
He  gained  his  first  experience  of  the  mercantile 
business  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Messrs.  Schroder 
&  Olin,  of  Galesburg,  with  whom  he  remained 
eighteen  months.  He  then  went  north  to  Keweenaw 
County,  where  he  clerked  in  a  general  store  a  like 
length  of  time.  Returning  to  this  part  of  Michi- 
gan, he  located  where  he  now  resides,  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  Schroder,  Jr.,  to  conduct  a 
general  store.  They  were  together  two  years  and 
nine  months,  and  then  Mr.  Harris  bought  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  the  concern,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  alone.  He  has  a  neat  and  well-arranged 
establishment,  which  is  completely  stocked  with  a 
fine  assortment  of  dry-goods,  groceries,  crockery, 
paints,  oils,  etc.  He  has  built  up  an  extensive  and 
profitable  trade  on  a  solid  basis,as  he  has  a  thorough 
understanding  of  his  business,  gives  it  his  undivided 
attention,  has  a  keen  comprehension  of  what  is  best 
suited  to  the  wants  and  tastes  of  his  patrons,  who 
always  find  him  courteous  and  obliging,  and  strictly 
reliable  in  all  his  transactions,  his  credit  standing 
high  in  financial  circles.  Mr.  Harris,  as  before 
mentioned,  adds  the  duties  of  Postmaster  to  his 
other  business,  having  been  appointed  to  that  pos- 
ition in  1889.  He  began  life  with  but  little  means, 
and  though  still  in  the  prime  of  early  manhood 
has  already  won  an  assured  place  among  the  mon- 
ied  men  of  this  section  of  the  county.  He  is 
popular  socially,  and  is  a  member  of  Prairie  Lodge, 
No.  92,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Galesburg.  He  was  at 
one  time  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  his  political 
relations  he  stands  with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married  in  his  native  town  in 


April,  1882,  to  Miss  Louise,  a  daughter  of  Luke 
Keith,  of  that  place.  They  have  established  one 
of  the  coziest  homes  at  Shelbyville  Station,  and 
their  pleasant  household  is  completed  by  their 
three  children:  Lavern,  Floyd  and  Leone.  Their 
little  son  Jay  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 


4^ 


^» 


Andrew  PYL,  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo 
City,  where  he  makes  his  home  at  No.  842 
South  Burdick  Street,  is  a  native  of  the 
land  across  the  sea.  He  was  born  in  Hol- 
land, February  2,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin 
Pyl,  who  was  a  mason  by  trade.  Our  subject  be- 
came a  mason  also,  by  trade,  but  in  the  winters 
made  wooden  shoes,  continuing  in  this  until  he 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1855. 

Upon  coming  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Pyl  came 
direct  to  Kalamazoo,  and  began  working  at  his 
trades  until  1870,  the  last  five  years  of  that  time 
being  emploj^ed  in  masonry  at  the  asylum,  under  Dr. 
Van  Dusen.  The  year  1870  he  was  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  making  soap  with  Mr.  Franzee.  They 
sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for 
some  sixteen  years  very  successfully,  on  South 
Burdick  Street,  at  the  corner  of  Alcott.  Since 
that  time,  Mr.  Pyl  has  not  been  engaged  in  any 
active  labor.  He  is  living  retired  in  a  pleasant  and 
happy  home,  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of 
life.  His  daughter  and  son  reside  in  adjoining 
houses  which  he  has  built. 

The  date  of  the  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss 
Synthia  Wagemaker  was  December  16,  1858,  at 
Kalamazoo  City.  Mrs.  Pyl  was  also  a  native  of 
Holland,  coming  to  this  country  two  years  after 
Mr.  Pyl  did.  She  was  called  from  her  home  and 
children  April  9,  1888.  She  bore  her  husband  the 
following  named  children:  Benjamin,  Jennie 
(who  died  at  the  age  of  four  and  one-half  years), 
Jennie  and  John.  Benjamin  is  a  graduate  of 
the  State  University,  and  is  practicing  medicine  at 
Grand  Rapids,  where  he  has  a  lucrative  practice. 
Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Sirk  Wykkel,  of  Kalamazoo. 
John  is  a  jeweler  in  company  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Wykkel.  Mr.  Pyl  was  a  second  time 
married,  June  10,  1889,  to  Mrs.  Johanna  Mariah 
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DeRoo,  of  Roseland,  Chicago,  and  the  widow  of 
Hiram  Vanderbilt,  to  whom  she  was  married  in 
Keokuk,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Pyl  was  born  in  Holland,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  daughters  by  her  first  hus- 
band, Johanna  and  Jennie  Yanderbilt,  both  resid- 
ing at  Roseland. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  have  been  very  ac- 
tive in  church  work,  he  holding  the  offices  of  Elder 
of  the  church,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  twenty-six  years.  Mr.  Pyl,  of  this 
sketch,  has  been  a  successful  man  in  his  business 
undertakings,  crediting  his  prosperity  to  strict  at- 
tention to  business.  For  the  last  twenty  j^ears  he 
has  occasionally  dealt  in  real  estate,  and  has  like- 
wise built  several  houses  in  the  city  of  Kala- 
mazoo, which  he  has  sold.  He  has  gained  a  com- 
petency and  is  now  living  a  retired  respected  life. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  held  in  the  highest  es- 
teem by  the  people  of  the  community. 


d^4»^^,i2 
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^  ACOB  GUNSAUL  is  the  popular  Postmaster 
at  Covert,  and  also  holds  the  office  of  Su- 
pervisor of  Covert  Township,  Van  Buren 
County.  His  residence  in  the  place  dates 
from  November,  1871,  he  being  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  town.  He  was  born  in  Guilford 
Township,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  October  10,1840, 
and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Long) 
Gunsaul,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  parents 
were  married  in  their  native  State  and  removed  to 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  they  were  among  the 
early  pioneers.  There  they  bought  a  tract  of  un- 
improved land  which  they  cleared  up  and  im- 
proved into  a  fine  farm,  where  the  father  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing at  Chatham,  Ohio.  They  reared  a  family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  ninth 
in  order  of  birth. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Gunsaul  was  passed  upon 
a  farm,  and  his  school  advantages  were  very  lim- 
ited, as  he  was  able  to  give  but  very  little  time  to 
attendance  at  the  common  school.  He  has,  how- 
ever, made  up  for  any  deficiency  in  this  respect  by 
careful  reading  and  study  since  arriving  at  man- 


hood and  has  thus  acquired  a  good  business  educa- 
tion. In  1861,  Mr.  Gunsaul  emigrated  to  Michi- 
2:an  and  for  a  short  time  was  engaged  in  cutting 
cordwood  in  Ganges  Township,  Allegan  County. 
He  was  married,  August  9, 1862,  to  Miss  Harriet  J. 
Bostwick,  daughter  of  William  R.  and  Eliza  Bost- 
wick,  who  was  born  in  Edinburg,  Portage  County, 
Ohio,  August  20,  1842.  The  War  of  the  Rebellion 
was  at  that  time  being  waged,  and  two  days  after 
his  marriage,  on  August  11,  Mr.  Gunsaul  left  his 
young  bride  and  enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  Union 
in  that  great  struggle.  He  was  mustered  into  the 
service  in  Company  B,  Nineteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, going  at  once  to  Cincinnati  and  from 
there  marching  through  Kentucky  to  Chattanooga. 
The  cry  was  then,  "On  to  Richmond,''  and  with 
his  command  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Spring 
Hill,  March  4,  1863.  The  brigade  was  captured, 
our  subject  being  among  the  number;  he  was  held 
a  prisoner  for  one  month,  being  in  Libby  Prison 
for  nine  days  at  that  time.  He  was  at  the  time 
Corporal  of  his  company.  After  being  released 
from  prison  he  went  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and 
was  for  thirteen  days  at  home,  when  he  was  called 
back,  soon  afterward  taking  part  in  the  campaigns 
from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  participating  in 
most  of  the  skirmishes  and  battles  incident  to  that 
campaign.  He  marched  with  Gen.  Sherman  to  the 
sea,  and  from  thence  to  Washington,  where  he  wit- 
nessed the  Grand  Review.  During  his  service  in 
the  army,  he  was  in  thirteen  regular  engagements, 
besides  numerous  skirmishes,  etc. 

On  his  discharge  from  the  army,  June  10,  1865, 
Mr.  Gunsaul  returned  to  Allegan  County,  Mich., 
and  purchasing  land  engaged  in  farming.  In  1871, 
he  removed  to  Covert  and  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Packard  Lumber  Company  for  some  three  years. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  he  again  went  on  a  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  1889,  when  he  sold  out 
and  purchased  property  in  Covert,  where  he  was 
soon  after  appointed  Postmaster.  He  also  carries 
on  the  grocery  business  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  place.  He  has  one  child,  a  son,  Charles, 
who  was  born  August  20,  1867.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Gunsaul  is  a  Republican.  He  was  Treasurer  of 
Covert  for  two  years  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth 
term  as  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.    He 
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is  a  member  of  George  Allen  Post,  No.  351,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  which  he  is  Post-Commander.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars, 
in  which  he  has  been  an  active  member.  He  is  ac- 
tive in  temperance  work  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Temperance  Club,  which  is  an  organization  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  laws  controlling 
the  liquor  traffic.  Mr.  Gunsaul  is  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character  and  believes  that  whatever  is 
worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well. 


AMUEL  HADAWAY,  a  representative 
farmer  residing  on  section  8,  Casco  Town- 
ship, Allegan  County,  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  England,  on  December  17,  1830. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Iladaway.  The 
father  was  also  born  in  Kent  County  in  1791,  and 
was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  which  he  followed 
all  his  life.  His  education  was  very  limited. 
When  quite  a  young  man  he  married  Sarah  Slartup. 
To  this  couple  were  born  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  died  when  young  in  life.  Those  who  grew 
to  years  of  maturity  are  John,  of  England;  Sarah; 
William,  now  deceased;  James  and  Samuel. 

Our  subject,  like  many  others  of  his  day  in 
England,  began  to  make  a  portion  of  his  living 
when  a  mere  child,  going  to  work  for  twopence 
a  day.  His  school  days  were  few,  for  from  the 
time  he  was  large  enough  to  do  anything,  he  had 
to  work.  Thus  he  struggled  along  until  nearly 
reaching  his  majority,  when  there  came  a  financial 
panic  in  his  country,  and  he  could  not  get  any- 
thing to  do.  He  became  entirely  destitute,  and 
was  compelled  to  go  to  the  poorhouse.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  borrowing  $50  to  pay  his  passage  to  the 
United  States,  and  landed  in  New  York  in  1849 
with  but  one  shilling.  He  soon  found  work,  which 
was  quite  encouraging  to  the  young  man.  He 
located  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked 
on  a  farm  four  years.  Thus  he  was  enabled  to 
return  the  borrowed  money  during  his  first  eight 
months'  residence  here. 

While  a  resident  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Hadaway  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Goodwin,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1853.     This  union  has  been  blessed  by 


the  birth  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  died 
when  young:  Sarah  J.;  Julia,  deceased;  Martha, 
deceased;  John,  Grace,  and  D wight  A.;  Edward  and 
William,  twins,  deceased.  In  1856  our  subject  re- 
moved witli  his  family  to  Kosciusko  County,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  on  a  farm  several  years,  and 
in  1863  moved  to  Michigan,  locating  at  once  in 
Casco  Township,  on  his  present  farm.  But  instead 
of  a  beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  with 
nice  buildings,  etc.,  which  it  now  is,  it  was  naught 
but  a  wilderness,  with  a  small  board  shanty,  as 
crude  as  a  barn.  Mrs.  Hadaway  died  in  September, 
1878,  and  our  subject  was  married  to  Mrs.  Rachel 
A.  Fowler,  the  widow  of  John  Fowler,  and 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Maria  (Lee)  Ostrander. 
She  was  the  mother  of  one  child  by  her  first  union. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadaway  are  valued  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  politically,  the  hus- 
band is  a  Republican. 


YRON  A.  POWELL.  We  are  pleased  to 
present  to  the  consideration  of  our  readers 
a  citizen  of  Monterey  Township,  Allegan 
County,  who  stands  high  in  the  estimation 
of  his  neighbors  and  is  justly  locked  upon  as  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  county.  Lie  is 
a  progressive  and  successful  farmer  and  stock- 
breeder, whose  beautiful  estate  of  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  acres  lies  on  section  16.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  horsemen  in  this  county  and 
breeds  fine  standard  and  thorougbred  animals,  de- 
voting one  hundred  acres  of  his  estate  to  the 
horse  farm.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of  horse- 
flesh and  has  in  his  stables  some  very  valuable  ani- 
mals. In  his  farming  operations  he  finds  that  the 
best  methods  and  latest  improvements  bring  him  in 
the  largest  returns. 

Myron  A.  Powell  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Catherine  (Wright)  Powell,  the  father  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  the  mother  born  in  Stuttgart, 
which  is  the  capital  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 
Our  subject  was  born  May  8,  1838,  in  Defiance 
County,  Ohio,  where  his  father  was  the  second  man 
in  Farmer  Township.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  came  to  Monterey  Township,  Allegan  County, 
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in  1858.  After  his  arrival  here  he  went  to  work 
in  the  lumber  woods,  continuing  in  that  line  of 
work  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  T, 
Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry  and  was  attached  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  under  Gens. 
Sherman,  Custer  and  Kilpatrick,  and  participated 
with  his  company  in  the  various  engagements  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley.  At  the  close  of  hostilities, 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned 
to  Michigan. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  we  place  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch  was  married  in  1859  to  Mary  E. 
Dalrymple,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children: 
Annie,  who  became  Mrs.  Martin  Stineman,  resides 
in  Grand  Rapids;  Carrie  married  James  Schuler 
and  makes  her  home  in  South  Bend,  Ind.;  Gertrude 
is  unmarried  and  teaching  in  the  Monterey  schools. 
She  has  been  given  a  fine  education,  being  a  grad- 
uate of  Holden  College,  at  Holden,Mo.,  and  Alma 
College,  in  Michigan.  Charles,  the  fourth  child, 
was  accidentally  killed  on  the  railroad  wiien  a  lad 
of  sixteen.  Mrs.  Powell  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
Dalrymple,  a  native  of  New  York  State. 

In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  true-blue  Republican 
and  is  an  active  member  of  Post  No.  180,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Monterey.  He  has  been  honored  by  his  fel- 
low citizens  by  being  elected  to  the  various 
township  offices  and  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  a  period  of  over  twenty  years.  His  fine  estate 
is  truly  the  work  of  his  own  hands,  as  he  started 
out  in  life  without  a  dollar.  His  place  is  now 
stocked  with  thirty  head  of  fine  horses,  in  which 
branch  of  farming  he  is  very  successful.  He  is  a 
lover  of  horses  and  thus  finds  it  no  very  great  task 
to  care  for  them. 


EMAN  A.  FOWLER  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
residing  on  section  18,  Casco  Township, 
Allegan  County,  and  was  born  in  Waldo, 
Me.,  in  1824.  His  parents  were  George  and 
Sarah  (Ward)  Fowler,  natives  of  Maine,  where  the 
father  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  about  twenty-five  years  old,  at 
which  time  he  was  married  to  the  mother  of  our 
subject.     They  reared  a  family  of  seven  children, 


named  as  follows:  Sarah,  wife  of  Josiah  Ward; 
Heman  A.;  Martha,  who  is  now  deceased;  Nathan, 
Hosea,  Joseph,  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  J.  K.  Plum- 
mer.  After  the  marriage  of  the  parents  ^of  our 
subject,  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Waldo  County, 
Me.,  and  on  this  farm  of  seventy  acres  the  father 
lived  until  his  death.  He  fought  bravely  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Mathew  and  Sarah  (Ward)  Fowler,  the  former 
a  native  of  Ireland,  who  with  a  brother  came  to 
America  in  the  eighteenth  century.  After  arriv- 
ing in  this  country,  the  brother  was  never  heard 
from.  Matthew  served  in  the  Revolutionary  con- 
flict. 

Heman  A.  Fowler  lived  with  his  parents  until 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  started  in  the  world 
for  himself  by  working  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the 
winters  and  in  the  sawmills  in  the  summers.  This 
labor  he  continued  until  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years  when  he  was  married.  He  chose  as  his  life 
companion  Caroline  Leigh  ton,  whose  parents  were 
Smithson  and  Eliza  Leighton,  natives  of  the  State 
of  Maine.  After  the  man-iage  of  Mr.  Fowder,  he 
remained  with  his  parents  for  some  years  and  then 
engaged  in  the  general  merchandising  business  at 
Lewiston,  Me.  In  the  year  1859,  he  came  to  Ot- 
sego, Allegan  County,  where  he  rented  and  car- 
ried on  a  farm  for  three  years.  He  then  came  to 
Casco  Township  where  he  purchased  his  present 
estate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
the  wilderness.  He  at  once  put  forth  his  persistent 
efforts  and  cleared  away  enough  brush  to  build  a 
small  board  house.  Thus  he  began  with  limited 
means  in  a  new  country  and  by  his  own  industri- 
ous labors  and  sagacious  ju(igment,  united  with 
economy  and  good  business  qualifications,  he  has 
secured  a  competency  and  is  now  living  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  wealth 
affords.  He  has  placed  upon  his  farm  the  beauti- 
ful buildings  we  now  see  to-day;  he  also  has  a  fine 
orchard  of  forty  acres. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children, 
five  now  living,  and  all  of  whom  are  now  married: 
Llewellyn;  Clarence;  Lillie,  wife  of  Willis  Baker; 
Arthur;  and  Addie  who  married  M.  Bower.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fowler  are  worthy  members  of  the  Meth- 
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odist  Episcopal  Churcli  and  politically  Mr.  Fowler 
IS  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  been  called  upon  to 
hold  different  local  offices  in  his  township.  Our 
subject  and  his  family  move  among  the  best  social 
circles  of  the  township  and  are  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  all  who  know  them. 


^^i@^glE 


This  prominent 
Township,  Allegan 
County,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1840.  He  is  at  present  residing  on  sec- 
tion 24,  where  he  is  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in  a 
most  profitable  manner.  His  parents  were  Andrew 
and  Mary  Hollister;  the  father  was  born  in  Genesee 
County,  in  1806. 

Andrew  Hollister  w^as  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
when  quite  young,  w^ent  to  live  with  a  family  by 
the  name  of  Smith.  He  remained  with  them  until 
becoming  of  age,  at  which  time  he  commenced  the 
battle  of  life  on  his  own  account  by  teaching 
school.  He  afterward  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, which  occupation  he  successfully  followed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  maiden  name  of 
our  subject's  mother  was  Mary,  daughter  of  George 
Dunlap.  In  1842  she  accompanied  her  husband  to 
Michigan,  where  they  located  on  Silver  Creek,  Al- 
legan County.  There  the  father  purchased  a  farm, 
which  he  continued  to  reside  upon  and  improve 
until  1849,  when  he  moved  to  Blummerville,  Gan- 
ges Township,  same  county.  He  made  another 
move,  however,  in  1852,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
the  farm  which  is  owned  by  our  subject,  and 
which  contained  one  hundred  acres  of  wild  land. 

The  first  work  of  the  senior  Mr.  Hollister  on 
coming  to  Casco  Township  was  to  erect  a  cabin  for 
his  family.  He  then  worked  out  by  the  day  in 
order  to  obtain  the  necessities  of  life.  He  soon, 
however,  traded  his  farm  on  Silver  Creek  for  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cow,  and  thus  began  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  property.  He  was  very  industrious 
and  lived  to  see  the  greater  portion  of  his  estate 
placed  under  good  cultivation. 

Four  children  were  born  to  our  subject's  parents, 
viz:  Emmaranda,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
John  Kennedy;  Harland,  deceased;  Anna,  who  be- 


came the  second  wife  of  John  Kennedy,  and  our 
subject.  The  father  of  these  children  died  February 
8,  1883,  and  the  mother,  December  23,  1871.  Fay- 
ette L.  Hollister  remained  with  his  parents  until 
their  death,  taking  charge  of  the  farm  and  caring 
for  them.  He  now  owns  seventy-five  acres  of  the 
old  homestead,  which  is  highly  improved,  twenty- 
five  acres  being  devoted  to  fruit-raising. 

In  1869  our  subject  was  married  to  Caroline 
Kennedy,  the  daughter  of  Erick  and  Matilda  (Lar- 
kin)  Kennedy,  natives  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Holl- 
ister was  born  in  Wisconsin  and  was  one  of  nine 
children  born  to  her  parents.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hollister  have  been  granted  five  children:  Edith, 
Mrs.  Byron  Hopkins;  Cora  R.,  Mable,  who  died  in 
1891,  aged  fourteen  years,  Claud  and  Eula.  Mr. 
Hollister  is  a  member  of  the  Towaiship  and  County 
Grange  and  is  also  connected  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  South  Haven,  and  the 
Patrons  of  Industry.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


AMSON  FOX,  a  resident  of  section  5,  Casco 
Township,  Allegan  County,  was  a  native 
of  the  Mother  Country,  where  he  was  born 
in  Sussex,  in  1831.  His  father  was  Thomas 
Fox,  a  native  of  the  same  place  as  his  son,  where  he 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  gaining  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion. When  he  was  yet  quite  a  young  man,  he  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Dan,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Dan,  of  Sussex,  England.  They  had  born  to  them 
four  children:  Samson,  our  subject;  William,  de- 
ceased; Richard,  of  this  township;  and  Thomas,  a 
resident  of  England.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  called  to  the  other  world  when  our  subject  was 
quite  young  and  his  mother  was  again  married  to 
James  Ridley  and  to  them  were  born  six  children: 
One  who  died  in  infancy,  James,  Henry,  Joseph, 
Daniel  and  Ellen. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  ten 
years  of  age,  he  had  to  make  his  own  living  by 
working  on  a  farm  for  six  cents  a  day  and  pay  his 
own  board.  His  early  life  in  England  had  many 
trials  and  he  had  to  struggle  hard  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together.     In  1856  he  set  sail  for  the  United 
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Slates  and  located  in  the  western  part  of  New 
York  State  where  he  was  quite  successful  in  farm- 
ing and  remained  there  eight  years.  While  there 
he  was  married  to  Emily  Ashdown  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  both  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

In  1864,  our  subject  and  his  wife  started  for 
Michigan  and  on  reaching  this  place  located  on  his 
present  farm  of  forty  acres.  It  was  then  an  un- 
broken and  wild  piece  of  land,  and  his  first  house 
consisted  of  a  board  cabin,  12x14  feet,  with  only 
one  room.  In  this  humble  abode  and  new  coun- 
try the  young  couple  settled,  but  the  wife  becom- 
ing a  little  dissatisfied  returned  to  her  people  in 
New  York.  Mr.  Fox  was  married  again,  taking  as 
his  wife  Margaret  Patterson.  This  home  has  been 
blessed  with  no  children,  but  their  home  and  hearts 
have  been  thrown  open  to  Maggie  Gibney,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Martha  Gibney  and  a  niece  of 
Mrs.  Fox.  Our  subject  is  a  most  worthy  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  while  his  wife  is  a 
consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Fox  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  held 
in  high  esteem  in  the  community. 

When  Mr.  Fox  first  came  toMi(;higan,  he  had  no 
money  except  $1  in  silver.  But  he  had  a  strong 
hand  and  a  willing  heart  and  he  was  determined 
to  make  a  success.  By  his  own  persistent  efforts 
and  sagacious  judgment,  he  has  brought  his  estate 
to  what  it  now  is  to-day — a  fertile  and  attractive 
place,  with  good  and  substantial  buildings  erected 
thereon. 


K- 
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ON.  ALEXANDER  B.  COPLEY,  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Decatur,  is  also  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  Yan 
Buren  and  surrounding  counties.  Consid- 
ering what  he  has  done  for  the  community  and  his 
influence  therein,  his  life  sketch  and  portrait  are 
valuable  additions  to  this  work.  He  was  born  in 
Champion,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  March  11, 
1822.  His  father,  Alexander  Copley,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  Grundy,  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  November  22, 
1790,  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven  children, 
18    ■ 


The  grandfather  came  from  England  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  His  wife  died, 
leaving  him  with  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  the 
eldest,  eighteen  years  of  age  and  the  youngest  a  lad 
of  six  summers.  The  father,  however,  managed 
to  eke  out  a  living  for  his  family  with  the  assist- 
ance of  thirty  acres  of  poor  land  and  the  income 
from  a  quarter  interest  in  a  gristmill  and  a  half 
interest  in  a  sawmill,  where  there  was  little  to  saw 
and  less  to  grind.  However,  he  kept  his  children 
together,  and  provided  for  their  support  until  they 
were  able  to  care  for  themselves.  In  April,  1851, 
the  oldest  brother  sold  the  property  in  Connecticut 
and  removed  the  family  to  Worcester,  Otsego 
County,  N.Y. 

There  young  Copley,  father  of  our  subject,  at- 
tended the  district  schools  until  fifteen  years  of 
age  and  at  home  studied  surveying.  In  1810,  he 
was  apprenticed  to  his  brother  William  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
from  1811  until  1814,  worked  with  his  brother  as 
a  journeyman.  On  the  25tli  of  September  of  the 
latter  year,  he  married  Esther  Nott,  in  Champion, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  with  varied  suc- 
cess until  June,  1822.  In  1817,  however,  when 
work  was  scarce,  he  made  a  trip  through  Western 
New  York  and  as  far  as  Cleveland,  Ohio,  looking 
for  employment,  and  spent  part  of  the  summer 
working  in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  but  bettering  his  con- 
dition little.  In  1822,  he  removed  to  Hartford, 
N.  Y.,  where  his  brother  William  had  located,  and 
spent  two  years  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  ma- 
chinery for  companies  located  in  New  York  Mills. 
In  1824,  with  his  brother,  Mr.  Copley,  Sr.,  re- 
moved to  Waldron  on  the  Hudson,  where  the  suc- 
ceeding two  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  the 
manufacture  of  machinery  for  spinning  and  weav- 
ing. In  1826  he  went  to  Matteawan,  N.  Y.,  ac- 
cepting a  position  as  superintendent  of  the  machine 
shops,  which  he  filled  for  three  years.  On  Septemr 
ber  12,  1829,  he  left  for  the  West,  intending  to  lo- 
cate near  Lafayette,  Ind.,  but  instead  went  to 
Dayton,  Ohio,  arriving  on  the  18th  of  November. 
There  he  put  into  operation  the  machinery  in  the 
first  cotton  mill  at  that  place  and,  purchasing  fifteen 
acres  of  timber  land  near  the  city,  experimented  in 
the  culture  of  silk.     Coming  to  Michigan  in  1832, 
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he  located  land  on  which  Nicholsville,  Cass  County, 
is  now  situated.  Returning,  he  spent  the  winter  in 
preparations  for  removal  and  on  June  9,  1833, 
started  with  two  wagons,  three  yoke  of  oxen,  one 
span  of  horses,  four  cows,  poultrj-,  etc.  The  horses 
were  disabled  in  the  Swamp  of  St.  Marys  and  he 
then  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen,  arriving  at  Little 
Prairie  Round,  July  1,  1833.  He  traveled  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  miles  in  twenty-one  days. 
With  the  exception  of  one  night  spent  in  a  de- 
serted cabin  on  Sugar  Hill  in  the  Elkhart  bottoms, 
the  family  was  compelled  to  camp  along  the  way- 
side and  the  trip  was  a  hard  one. 

Mr.  Copley  built  the  sawmill  in  Mcholsville,  the 
first  in  the  township,  beginning  its  operations  De- 
cember 20,  1835,  and  afterward  added  a  turn- 
ing shop  for  the  manufacture  of  chairs,  tables, 
etc.  He  had  brought  with  him  from  Ohio  two  fine 
Durham  cattle,  the  casting  for  three  sizes* of  Wood's 
plows,  Isabella  grape  vines  and  pie  plant.  He  thus 
introduced  several  important  articles  into  the 
county  and  he  experimented  with  new  varieties  of 
crops  and  modes  of  culture.  Hearing  a  revolving 
hay  rake  described,  he  made  one. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Copley  was  not  ambitious  but 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  and  Assessor,  and 
with  Dr.  Thomas  and  A.  E.  Bull  acted  as  commis- 
sioner in  laying  out  the  State  road  from  School- 
craft to  St.  Joseph,  in  1839.  He  built  the  first 
schoolhouse  in  his  district  at  his  own  expense.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  joined  the  Free  Masons 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Sweden borgian 
Church.  For  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  his 
health  was  very  poor  and  he  died  of  consumption, 
January  6,  1842.  No  man  did  more  for  the  county 
in  its  early  history  than  did  Mr.  Copley,  and  his 
death  proved  a  great  loss  to  the  community.  One 
of  nature's  noble  men,  he  lived  an  upright,  honor- 
able life  and  was  highly  respected  by  all.  He  left 
three  sons  and  six  daughters  and  his  widow  sur- 
vived him  until  May  12,  1852. 

On  his  father's  death,  our  subject,  then  twenty 
years  of  age,  was  left  with  a  widowed  mother,  one 
brother  and  five  younger  sisters  to  care  for.  For 
many  years  he  continued  the  head  of  the  family 
and  manager  of  affairs.  In  his  youth  he  attended 
the     district     schools     but     his     education     was 


mostly  of  the  kind  that  a  man  acquires  from  con- 
tact with  the  world  when  he  is  forced  to  make  his 
own  way  in  life.  The  resources  of  his  nature  were 
thus  developed  and  industry,  enterprise  and  faith- 
fulness characterized  all  he  did.  He  was  practi- 
cal, and  became  a  successful  farmer,  and  followed 
that  pursuit  in  Volinia  Township,  Cass  Count)^, 
until  1874,  wh(n  he  removed  to  Decatur,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  stockholders  of  the  First  National  Bank 
and  served  as  its  President  for  the  greater  part  of 
its  time  until,its  charter  expiring  in  1890,  it  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  State  Bank  of  Decatur,  of  which 
Mr.  Copley  is  President.  He  is  also  interested  in 
farming  and  owns  a  prairie  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  acres  of  valuable  land  which  yields 
him  a  good  income. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Copley  was  married  to  Miss  Jane 
Helen,  sister  of  B.  Hathaway,  of  Cass  County,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  two  sons:  Edwin  B.,  the 
elder,  who  married  Esther  McKain,  operates  his 
father's  farm  in  Cass  County;  A.  W.  married 
Miss  Minnie  Morse  and  is  now  pursuing  a  course 
of  law  study  in  Ann  Arbor  University.  The 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  September  20, 
1890,  and  interred  in  the  cemetery  in  Volinia 
Township,  Cass  County.  She  was  a  lady  whose 
many  excellencies  of  character  made  her  beloved 
by  all.  February  29,  1892,  Mr.  Copley  was  again 
married,  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Emma  W.  Pritchard, 
of  Cherry  Valley,  111.,  a  sister  of  his  former   wife. 

Mr.  Copley  is  a  member  of  the  Swedenborgian 
Church  and  in  politics,  is  a  Republican.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs  and  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill  many  olfices.  For  six  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Cass 
County  and  in  1865  he  represented  the  Northern 
District  of  that  county  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  again  was  its  Representative  in  1871  and  1872. 
In  1875  he  represented  the  Eastern  District  of  Van 
Buren  County,  and  was  re-elected  in  1881.  He 
proved  a  competent  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly and  made  many  friends  among  the  most 
prominent  men  of  the  State.  Much  of  his  time  has 
been  devoted  to  public  improvement.  Ha  was  instru- 
mental in  constructing  the  main  road  across  the 
swamp  ^Quth^east  qt  Decatur  and  is  now  laboring 
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for  the  drainage  and  reclaiming  of  the  Dowagiac 
Swamp.  What  he  has  done  for  Decatur  and  the 
county  cannot  be  estimated  but  his  labors  will  live 
after  him  and  make  him  honored  long  after  he 
shall  have  passed  away.  His  life  has  indeed  been 
well  and  worthily  spent  and  both  his  public  and 
private  career  are  alike  above  reproach.  He  pos- 
sesses a  genial  manner,  a  benevolent  and  philan- 
thropic spirit  and  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know 
him. 


^^EORGE  W.  GRIFFIN.  Among  the  push- 
[II  ^ — n  ing,  energetic  and  successful  farmers  and 
^^^  fruit-growers  of  Allegan  County  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice.  He  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  one  of  the  finest  fruit  farms  in  the 
county,  which  contains  fifty-three  acres,  and  is 
located  on  section  25.  He  was  born  in  1848,  in 
Dane  County,  Wis.,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram  and 
Helen  Griffin.  The  father  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1809,  but  his  parents  removing  to  New 
York,  his  boyhood  days  were  passed  on  a  farm  in 
Chautauqua  County. 

Mr.  Hiram  Griffin  was  an  agriculturist,  and  in 
1840  emigrated  to  LaPorte  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
cultivated  the  soil  for  four  years.  Later,  with  an 
ox- team,  he  moved  his  family  and  household 
goods  to  Dane  County,  Wis.,  when  neighbors  were 
few  and  far  between.  He  there  purchased  from 
the  Government  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  paying  therefor  $1.25  per  acre.  He  at  once 
began  the  improvement  of  his  land,  and  for  ten 
years  hauled  his  grain  to  Milwaukee  to  market, 
which  was  ninety  miles  distant. 

In  1868,  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  near  what  is  now  the  present 
home  of  George  W.  He  bought  a  small  peach 
farm,  and  turned  his  attention  to  raising  fruit 
until  his  decease.  When  twenty-seven  years  of 
age,  he  was  married  to  our  subject's  mother,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Helen  McCall.  Their 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  viz: 
Emily,  now^  Mrs.  J.  L.  Colby;  Judith  E.,  Mrs.  B. 
L.  Wood;  Horace  E.;  Mary;  our  subject.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Griffin  was  a  Republican.     He 


was  prominent  in  township  affairs,  and  was  the 
recipient  of  many  public  offices. 

When  twent3^-one  years  of  age,  our  subject  pur- 
chased a  portion  of  his  present  farm,  and  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate  in  the  person  of 
Emma  J.,  daughter  of  Washington  and  Martha 
Potter,  pioneers  of  Casco  Township,  now  re- 
siding in  South  Haven.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin 
have  been  granted  three  children:  Harry  M.,  Roy 
S.,  and  Ruth. 

George  W.  Griffin  began  for  himself  in  life  by 
working  his  father's  farm  on  shares.  He  now  is 
the  proud  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  fruit  farms 
in  the  county,  and  which  nets  him  a  handsome 
income.  Mrs.  Griffin  was  one  of  four  children 
born  to  her  parents:  John  II.,  Eva  M.,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Griffin's  mother  resides 
on  the  old  homestead,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
140,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at  South  Haven,  and  has  served 
acceptably  in  the  offices  of  Township  Supervisor 
and  Treasurer.  He  is  a  Prohibitionist  politically, 
and  has  done  much  toward  furthering  the  cause 
of  temperance  in  his  communitj^  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  South  Haven.  They 
have  two  sons  who  are  also  connected  with  that 
denomination.  The  family  are  greatly  respected 
in  this  county,  and  have  a  large  circle  of  friends 
among  its  residents. 
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OHN  M.  HEATH.  Among  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Allegan,  who  by  their  enterprise 
and  public  spirit  have  done  so  much  for  the 
development  of  this  town  and  county,  is 
the  gentleman  wdiose  name  heads  this  sketch,  and 
who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Allegan  Iron  Works. 
He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Allegan  County, 
coming  here  with  his  parents,  James  M.  and  Susan- 
nah (White)  Heath,  in  1845.  They  were  natives 
of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  which  State  our  sub- 
ject was  born,  his  birth  taking  place  November 
17,  1823,  in    Nun  da  Valley,  Livingston    County. 
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His  father  was  by  trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner, 
learning  the  business  in  Cayuga  County,  whence 
he  removed,  in  1819,  to  Livingston  County,  and 
helped  to  build  a  gristmill  and  sawmill.  He  also 
took  up  land  in  Nunda  Valley,  two  miles  from  the 
place  where  the  mills  were  built,  and  was  the  first 
settler  in  that  valley.  Here  he  purchased  two 
hundred  acres,  on  which  he  built,  but  later  sold  the 
property  and  moved  four  miles  south,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  returned  to 
Nunda  Valley  and  built  the  Eagle  Hotel  which  he 
rented  and  continued  working  at  his  trade.  He 
lived  there  until  1839,  when  he  sold  his  interest  in 
the  hotel  and  came  to  Michigan,  purchasing  two 
hundred  and  fort}^  acres  of  land  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  Flint,  Genesee  County.  He  then  re- 
turned to  New"  York,  trading  his  farm  at  Flint  for 
a  farm  on  Oak  Hill,  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County, 
where  he  settled  and  remained  until  1842.  In  the 
latter  year  he  again  sold  and  removed  to  West 
Almond  Center,  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  and  lived  on  it  until  1845. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Heath  again  concluded  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  the  West,  and,  coming  to  Allegan, 
this  State,  bought  four  hundred  acres  of  land  four 
miles  northwest  from  the  village.  It  was  all  wild 
land,  and  he  was  the  first  settler  in  that  county. 
He  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  set  off  a  portion 
of  the  township  which  belonged  to  Allegan  Town- 
ship, and  the  act  was  passed,  it  being  named  for 
him,  Heath  Township.  He  lived  there  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  being  an  eye-witness  to  the  settlement 
of  the  land  and  its  conversion  from  a  wilderness 
to  fertile  fields  and  thriving  villages.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  Allegan,  in  which  he  spent  his 
last  days,  dying  there  in  August,  1865,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two.  The  mother  died  on  the  farm 
when  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  During  the  whole 
time  Mr.  Heath  resided  in  Heath  Township,  he  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  being  appointed  by  the  State 
and  being  the  first  one  given  that  office  in  that  sec- 
tion of  country.  He  also  held  the  office  of  Supervisor 
and  various  other  local  positions.  He  was  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  a  soldier  the  War  of  1812.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

The  Heath  family  are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Daniel  Heath,  was  a 


native  of  Vermont.  He  was  a  soldier  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  w^as  severely  wounded. 
He  removed  to  Massachusetts,  afterward  owning  a 
farm  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  remov- 
ing to  Buffalo  w^hen  there  were  only  three  houses 
where  that  flourishing  city  now  stands.  Later  he 
came  to  Indiana  and  lived  in  Rising  Sun  Township, 
Ohio  County,  until  his  death. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  five  are  living,  namely:  Horace  B.,  a  mer- 
chant of  Melbourne,  Australia;  John  M.;  Amanda, 
M.,  who  lives  in  Illinois;  Orra  L.  (Mrs.  Davis),  re- 
siding  in  Holland,  Mich.;  and  Martin  N.,of  Cadil- 
lac, Mich.,  who  is  a  broker. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
Kalamazoo  branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  remained  upon  his  father's  farm  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  then  purchased  land  in  Heath 
Township,  on  which  he  farmed  two  years.  This 
life,  however,  proved  too  monotonous  and  affairs 
moved  too  slowly  to  satisfy  his  ambitious  disposi- 
tion. When  a  boy  he  would  take  his  rule  and 
measure  the  corn  morning  and  evening,  but  as  it 
did  not  grow  fast  enough,  he  determined  to  en- 
gage in  something  which  would  bring  in  returns 
more  quickly.  He  therefore  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  purchasing  timber  land  in  Heath 
Township,  from  which  he  cut  the  logs  and  floated 
them  down  the  Kalamazoo  River  to  Saugatuck, 
where  he  readily  found  a  market.  He  also  bought 
a  sawmill  four  miles  from  Allegan,  which  he  car- 
ried on  for  eight  years,  when  he  sold  out  in  1865 
and  bought  the  machine  shop  and  foundry  which 
he  has  been  operating  since  that  time.  He  employs 
from  three  to  fifteen  men  and  is  doing  a  flourish- 
ing business.  He  also  deals  in  real  estate  and  op- 
erates a  sawmill  five  miles  west  of  the  town.  In 
addition  to  this,  he  raises  peaches,  having  a  half- 
interest  in  twelve  thousand  peach  trees.  For 
twenty  years  he  has  also  been  attorney  for  procur- 
ing patents  for  inventors. 

Mr.  Heath  was  married  to  Mrs.  Delia  G.  Atkins,  of 
Allegan,  their  union  taking  place  in  August,  1872. 
By  a  former  marriage  Mr.  Heath  had  three  chil- 
dren; Ellen  (Mrs.  Capt.  TurnbuU);  Nellie  (Mrs. 
Wright),  and  James  M.  Annabel  is  the  only  child 
by  the  second  marriage. 
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Mr.  Heath  is  a  Democmt  in  his  political  views 
and  has  held  all  the  township  offices  except  that  of 
Treasurer.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
nine  years,  Supervisor  and  one  of  the  Village  Trus- 
tees for  two  years.  He  has  a  beautiful  home,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  city.  Here  he 
leads  a  happy  life,  surrounded  by  his  family,  and 
finding  time  in  spite  of  all  his  numerous  business 
enterprises  to  indulge  in  his  love  of  reading  and 
investigation.  He  is  an  original  thinker  and  has 
a  genius  for  inventing.  The  family  occupy  a 
prominent  position  in  the  social  circles  of  Allegan. 

eAPT.  JOHN  H.  McKENZIE,  keeper  of  the 
United  States  Life  Saving  Station  at  South 
Haven,  is  a  man  of  cool  judgment,  great 
courage  and  decided  executive  ability,  traits  of 
character  which  stand  him  in  good  stead  in  the 
responsible  position  which  he  so  ably  fills.  He  was 
born  on  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia, 
January  28,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and 
Mary(McLean)McKenzie,  natives  of  Scotland,  born 
in  1824  and  1825,  respectively.  They  emigrated  to 
Cape  Breton  in  about  1850,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  also  coming  to  that  place. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  seaman  and  re- 
moved from  Cape  Breton  to  Bruce  County,  Cana- 
da West,  and  one  year  later  to  Goderich,  in  Huron 
County.  In  connection  with  his  father  and 
brother-in-law,  Alexander  McKenzie,  he  owned  a 
boat  and  followed  fishing  off  the  coast  of  Nova 
Scotia,  marketing  his  fish  in  Boston.  When  resid- 
ing at  Goderich,  much  of  his  time  was  em- 
ployed in  sailing  on  the  lakes.  He  also  owned  a 
farm  but  gave  most  of  his  attention  to  his  other 
pursuits.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  foiu'  grew  to  maturity,  namely: 
John  IL,  Kate  A.,  and  Johanna,  who  are  at  home; 
and  Isaac,  who  is  a  tailor  by  trade  and  resides  in 
South  Haven. 

Capt.  McKenzie  was  but  a  boy  when  the  family 
settled  in  Goderich.  His  parents  were  limited  in 
means  but  they  were  willing  to  give  their  son  a 
good  education.  He,  however,  was  more  ambitious 
to  become  a  sailor  than  a  scholar,   and  thus  at  the 


age  of  fourteen  he  came  to  Michigan  and  en- 
gaged as  a  sailor  and  fisherman  on  the  lakes,  also 
being  employed  one  season  in  the  life  saving  sta- 
tion on  Thunder  Bay  Islands.  In  1881  he  came 
to  South  Haven,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
fisherman  on  Lake  Michigan,  and  for  one  summer 
worked  for  George  Ilanna  in  the  lumber  business. 
In  October,  1884,  he  went  to  Muskegon  and  for  ten 
months  was  employed  in  the  life  saving  station  at 
that  place.  March  7,  1887,  he  was  commissioned 
keeper  of  the  station  at  North  Manitou  Islands, 
where  he  was  in  charge  until  January,  1888,  when 
he  received  the  appointment  of  keeper  of  the  sta- 
tion at  South  Haven. 

Capt.  McKenzie  was  married,  March  17,  1880, 
to  Marcie,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Stover) 
Thomas,  the  latter  being  a  native  of  England. 
She  was  born  in  Chatham,  Ontario,  September  7, 
1868.  They  have  been  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  liv- 
ing are  Alexander  Thomas,  Mary  Adelaide,  Henry 
Woods  and  Nancy  Emma.  Our  subject  became 
a  naturalized  citizen  soon  after  he  came  to  his  ma- 
jority and  for  two  years  voted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  since  which  time  he  has  supported 
the  Republican  ticket  in  national  matters,  but  in 
local  affairs  votes  for  the  best  man.  He  resides  at 
the  station,  which  is  cozily  furnished  and  finely 
equipped  with  all  the  apparatus  necessary  for  the 
saving  of  life.  Besides  the  keeper,  there  is  a  crew 
of  seven  men  who  are  constantlj^  on  hand  to  assist 
in  the  rescue  of  wrecked  vessels.  Capt.  McKenzie 
owns  two  cottages  and  five  lots  in  South  Haven. 
He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  both 
the  subordinate  and  encampment  lodges  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  also  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen  and  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees. He  is  very  popular  with  his  associates,  has 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  no  better  man  could 
have  been  chosen  for  the  position  which  he  fills. 
In  connection  with  this  sketch  his  portrait  is  pre- 
sented to  our  readers. 

A  short  record  of  the  transactions  of  the  South 
Haven  Life  Saving  Station  since  its  establishment 
may  be  of  interest  to  our  readers.  This  station 
was  founded  in  the  spring  of  1887  with  B.  A. 
Cross  as  keeper,  and  is  equipped  with  all   the  ap- 


406 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


paratus  necessary  for  any  lake   station.     It  has  a 
crew  of  eight  men,  including  the  keeper  in  charge. 

The  first  service  rendered  was  on  June  20,  1887, 
when  the  steam  yacht  "Myrtle  McClure''  sank  in 
the  river.  No  lives  were  endangered.  July  3, 
1887,  a  sloop  was  being  dismasted  two  miles  out 
and  was  towed  into  the  harbor  with  two  men  on 
board.  August  10,  1887,  the  "Lillie  Emiof  was 
water-logged  and  sank  in  the  harbor.  September 
10,  1887,  the  schooner  "W.  H.  Hawkins''  was  water- 
logged fifteen  miles  out  and  was  towed  into  har- 
bor. October  3,  1887,  the  "City  of  Green  Bay''  went 
ashore  near  the  harbor,  loaded  with  iron  ore,  and 
of  the  crew  of  seven  men  only  one  was  saved, 
Albert  Slater.  October  12,  1887,  four  persons 
were  rescued  with  a  surf  boat. 

In  January,  1888,  Capt.  McKenzie  succeeded  B. 
A.  Cross  as  keeper  and  took  charge  of  the  prop- 
erty, and  under  his  command  the  crew  was  first 
called  upon  July  11,  1888,  to  assist  the  "Cora 
Belle."  September  11,  1888,  they  assisted  the 
"Libby  Carter,"  and  October  29,  the  "H.  W. 
Williams."  November  30,  1888,  the  "Magdalena" 
called  for  their  aid,  and  April  5, 1889,  the  schooner 
"Daisy"  stranded  and  sank  in  the  harbor.  May  6, 
they  assisted  the  "H.  W.  Williams"  in  getting  out 
of  the  harbor,  tluly  20,  1889,  the  steamer  "Joseph 
Farnam"  was  discovered  on  fire  twenty  miles  from 
shore.  The  life  saving  crew  was  towed  out  by  the 
steamer  "Glenn,"  and  the  entire  crew  of  the 
"Farnam,"  consisting  of  eleven  men  and  one 
woman,  the  captain's  wife,  was  rescued.  June  6, 
the  same  year,  they  assisted  the  "Charles  J.  Smith," 
and  October  12,  the  schooner  "Rambler."  January 
16,  1890,  the  schooner  "Cora"  went  ashore,  and  a 
crew  of  three  men  was  saved.  October  14,  the 
"Charles  J.  Smith"  went  ashore.  Its  crew  of  three 
men  was  also  saved.  June  7,  1891,  an  unnamed 
boat  went  out  on  a  pleasure  trip  and  could  not 
get  back  and  was  assisted  by  the  life  saving  crew. 
July  3,  a  schooner  was  helped  ashore.  July  4,  a 
man  was  capsized  in  a  row  boat  and  rescued  by  the 
life  saving  crew.  July  6,  the  yacht  "Spray"  lost 
her  spar,  and  was  brought  into  port  with  two  men 
and  three  women  on  board.  August  14,  the 
schooner  "Phantom"  was  in  distress  and  her  crew 
of    two   men  were   rescued.     November   18,    the 


schooner  "Rockaway,"  loaded  with  lumber,  water- 
logged eight  miles  from  port.  There  was  a  heavy 
sea  and  the  weather  was  cold.  The  crew  of  five 
men  were  saved  in  a  surf  boat.  The  "Rockaway" 
sank  soon  afterward  and  was  a  total  loss. 


■MM^A<li^'ll|illifelll   >■     I 
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^/ILLARD  E.  GILKEY,  a  prominent  horse- 
II  breeder  of  Plainwell,  was  born  in  Prairie- 
ville,  Barry  County,  this  State,  March  24, 
1854.  William  Y.  Gilkey  was  his  father,  and  was 
born  in  Vermont,  June  10,  1805.  He  remained  in 
his  native  State  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Boston,  spending  eight  years  at  various 
pursuits. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
1832,  making  the  long  jourmey  from  New  England 
overland  with  horse  and  cutter.  His  brother,  Fos- 
ter Gilkey,  had  preceded  him  to  the  State  and 
settled  on  Gull  Prairie,  in  Kalamazoo  County. 
The  brothers  entered  into  partnership  in  cultivat- 
ing their  land  and  remained  together  until  the 
death  of  our  subject's  father,  January  13,  1868. 
They  were  pioneers  on  Gull  Prairie,  and  became 
very  wealthy,  owning  large  tracts  of  land  in  Kala- 
mazoo, Barry  and  Allegan  Counties.  Mr.  Gilkey 
also  engaged  extensively  in  stock-raising  and  was 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  men  of  his 
locality.  Among  his  personal  characteristics 
were  those  of  love  of  truth,  justice  and  progress, 
and  a  cordial,  kindly  spirit  which  made  warm 
friends  and  stanch  adherents.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  and  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Lydia  Brigham.  She  was  a  native  of  the  Bay 
State,  her  birth  occurring  January  11,  1820.  She 
was  a  most  capable  and  worthy  lady  and  respected 
alike  by  neighbors  and  friends.  Her  death  oc- 
curred August  27,  1891.  She  was  a  life-long  Bap- 
tist. An  extended  notice  of  her  parents  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member  in- 
cluded four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
five  are  still  living.  Mr.  Gilkey  was  reared  on  a 
farm   and    attended    the   common   schools   of  his 
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neighborhood  until  reaching  his  fifteenth  year, 
after  which  he  entered  the  Plain  well  High  School. 
He  has  kept  up  his  studies  and  systematic  reading, 
and  is  to-day  one  of  the  cultured  and  educated 
gentlemen  of  the  county. 

When  about  twenty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Gilkey  and 
his  brother,  C.  O.,  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business  in  Plainwell.  They  continued  together 
in  that  line  for  two  years  when  they  disposed  of 
their  stock  and  opened  up  a  hardware  store.  A 
twelvemonth  later  they  sold  out  their  business  and 
our  subject  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  own- 
ing at  that  time  a  farm  near  Albion,  this  State. 
He  subsequently  purchased  a  small  farm  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  Plainwell,  and  gave  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  improvement  of  that 
beautiful  tract  of  land.  He  erected  on  his  place, 
in  1884,  a  handsome  frame  dwelling  which  is  sup- 
plied with  all  the  modern  improvem.ents  and  con- 
veniences and  is' one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 
He  also  built  at  the  same  time  a  large  stable  with 
comfortable  quarters  for  his  horses,  of  which  he 
has  some  fine  specimens. 

For  the  past  few  years  Mr.  Gilkey  has  given  his 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  standard-bred  horses, 
having  at  the  head  of  his  excellent  stud  of  twenty 
animals,  "President  Garfield''.  He  is  the  first 
horse  bred  and  raised  in  Michigan  that,  at  the  age 
of  nine  years,  had  one  of  his  get  trot  in  2:20. 
"Star  Lillie,"  the  mare  accomplishing  this  feat,  is 
now  owned  by  C.  I.  Hood,  the  great  sarsapa- 
rilla  manufacturer,  who  paid  19,000  for  her.  Mr. 
Gilkey  has  several  very  valuable  animals  and  his 
success  thus  far  in  breeding  them  has  been  very 
flattering. 

In  1878  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Waldo,  a  native  of  the  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Gilkey  is  the  daughter  of  S.  S.  Waldo,  who 
for  a  number  of  years  was  a  woolen  manufacturer 
in  the  Empire  State.  Both  of  her  parents  are  re- 
siding in  Plainwell,  where  the  father  has  been  en- 
gaged successfully  in  the  grocery  business  for 
several  years.  They  now  reside  at  Ganges,  where 
Mr.  Waldo  is  engaged  in  fruit-raismg. 

Our  subject  and  his  most  estimable  wife  have 
adopted  a  little  girl.  Marguerite,  who  is  being 
trained  by  them  in  all  those  accomplishments  that 


will  make  her  a  cultured  woman.  Mr.  Gilkey  has 
forty-four  acres  of  excellent  land  in  his  home 
place,  also  owning  forty  acres  south  of  Plainwell 
and  two  hundred  acres  in  Prairieville  Township, 
Barry  County.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Michigan  Paper  Company  in  Plainwell,  where  he 
is  rated  as  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens.  With  his  estimable  wife,  he  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
the  support  of  which  body  he  is  a  liberal  contribu- 
tor. In  politics,  he  votes  with  the  Republican 
party. 


^OHN  F.  HALE,  of  Otsego,  who  has  been 
variously  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Southern  Michigan  for  many  years,  and  is 
now  associated  with  the  agriculturists  of 
Allegan  County,  is  a  fine  representative  of  our 
self-educated  and  self-made  men,  as  he  has  a  high 
personal  standing  wherever  known,  and  is  hon- 
ored for  his  exemplary,  upright  life,  and  for  the 
wholesome  influence  he  has  exerted  upon  the  re- 
ligion and  morality  of  his  community  by  his  ear- 
nest work  in  the  church  in  behalf  of  temperance 
and  other  reform  movements. 

Mr.  Hale  is  of  New  England  birth  and  breeding, 
born  in  the  historic  town  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  June 
25,  1824.  For  ancestral  history  see  sketch  of  C 
P.  Hale.  His  parents  were  Zedock  and  Hannah 
(Chapin)  Hale,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the 
mother  born  in  Franklin  County.  She  died  in 
1833,  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  father, 
who  was  a  carpenter,  removed  to  the  West,  and 
lived  in  Wisconsin  several  years.  He  died  in 
1866  at  a  ripe  age. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  father's 
first  marriage.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  old,  his  mother  having  died 
when  he  was  nine  years  old,  at  which  time  he  had 
gone  to  live  with  others  away  from  his  father's 
home.  The  little  education  that  he  secured  in 
those  years  was  obtained  in  the  common  district 
schools.  At  the  age  mentioned,  he  went  to  work 
in  a  woolen  factory  in  Roe,  Mass.,  and,  ambitious 
to  have  more  learning,  ho  worked  nights  to  pay  his 
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board  and  went  to  school  in  the  day  time.  Dur- 
ing the  seven  years  that  he  was  employed  in  that 
factory  his  wages  ranged  from  |5  to  $9  a  month. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to  North 
Adams,  and  was  similarly  employed  in  a  factory 
in  that  place.  He  was  frugal  and  of  steady  hab- 
its, and  in  1849  he  was  enabled  to  establish  him- 
self in  business.  Accordingly,  he  returned  to  his 
native  town  among  the  hills  of  Vermont,  and  for 
three  years  successfully  operated  a  factory  on  his 
own  account,  manufacturing  the  cloth  at  so  much 
per  yard. 

Actuated,  perhaps,  by  a  spirit  of  adventure  as 
well  as  by  a  desire  for  more  rapid  gain,  our  sub- 
ject settled  up  his  affairs  at  Bennington  in  order 
to  embark  for  the  ^old  fields  of  California  in 
1852.  He  proceeded  to  his  destination  in  a  steamer 
crossing  the  Isthmus,  by  the  Nicaragua  route. 
The  steamer  was  wrecked  on  the  Mexican  coast, 
causing  a  delay  of  two  months  before  the  voyage 
was  at  last  completed.  Mr.  Hale  engaged  in  min- 
ing in  the  Golden  State  two  years,  and  in  1854  re- 
turned home  with  his  gains  by  the  way  of  Nic- 
aragua. The  ensuing  three  years  he  spent  in  a 
woolen  factory  in  North  Adams,  Mass.  In  April, 
1856,  he  sought  a  new  home  in  this  State,  locating 
on  Gull  Prairie,  in  the  township  of  Richland,  Kal- 
amazoo County,  on  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  unimproved  land  that  he  had  pur- 
chased twelve  years  before.  He  at  once  actively 
entered  upon  the  pioneer  task  of  clearing  and  pre- 
paring it  for  civilization,  and  had  brought  it  to  a 
fine  condition  when  he  disposed  of  it  at  a  good 
advance  on  the  original  price,  in  the  fall  of  1870. 
He  then  came  to  Otsego  Township,  where  he  was 
variously  engaged  the  ensuing  two  years.  In 
1872  he  entered  into  partnership  with  the  Stew- 
arts, and  built  a  large  chair  factory.  The  firm 
employed  from  thirt}'  to  fifty  men,  and  did  a  good 
business.  At  the  end  of  five  years  Mr.  Hale  sold 
his  interest  in  that  factory,  and  became  connected 
with  a  flour  manufactory  at  Hastings.  He  retained 
his  interest  in  that  nearly  three  years,  and  his 
next  move  was  to  buy  a  farm  in  Otsego  Town- 
ship. In  the  summer  of  1883,  he  visited  the  West, 
spending  the  principal  part  of  his  time  in  Mon- 
tana, and  after  his  return  he  purchased  a  farm    of 


two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  4,  Otsego 
Township,  upon  which  he  lived  until  the  fall  of 
1890,  when  he  removed  to  Otsego,  where  he  is 
very  pleasantly  situated,  and  is  enjoying  the  hand- 
some compentency  that  he  has  accumulated  by  in- 
dustry and  good  business  management,  he  having 
begun  life  with  no  other  capital  than  a  sane  mind 
in  a  sound  body. 

January  21,  1854,  is  the  date  of  an  important 
event  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  as  he  was  then 
united,  in  what  has  been  a  true  marriage,  to 
Miss  Charity  D.  Hoskins,  of  Middletown,  Yt.  Her 
parents,  Ezra  and  Phebe  (Grandy)  Hoskins,  re- 
moved from  the  Green  Mountain  State  to  Wiscon- 
sin, where  they  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale  have 
been  blessed  in  their  marriage  by  five  children, 
namely:  .  Ada,  wife  of  William  De  Forest;  Lillie, 
wife  of  Clarence  Anderson,  a  clerk  in  the  Post- 
office  at  Helena,  Mont.;  Hattie,  wife  of  William 
Healy,  of  Otsego;  Allie,  wife  of  John  Andrew,  a 
business  man  of  Elkhorn,  Mont.;  and  Irving  B., 
who  is  married  and  lives  on  the  home  place. 

Mr.  Hale  is  a  man  of  a  deeply  religious  nature, 
whose  life  is  that  of  a  consistent  Christian.  He 
has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  whatsoever 
would  benefit  his  fellow-men,  and  all  righteous 
causes  find  in  him  an  earnest  champion.  Espec- 
ially has  he  been  active  in  temperance  work, 
throwing  the  weight  of  his  influence  on  the  side 
of  Prohibition,  thinking  that  to  be  the  best  means 
of  dealing  with  this  monstrous  evil — the  drinking 
habit.  He  was  reared  as  a  Whig  of  tlie  Abolition- 
ist type.  Consequently  upon  the  birth  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  while  he  was  a  resident  of  Massa- 
chusetts, he  found  himself  in  sympathy  with  its 
tenets,  and  gave  it  his  hearty  support  for  many 
years,  until  he  identified  himself  with  Prohibition- 
ists. He  has  held  various  offices  of  trust,  and  al- 
ways discharged  the  duties  thus  incumbent  upon 
him  with  an  eye  single  to  the  good  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years 
during  his  residence  in  Richland  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  and  held  that  position  four  years 
in  Otsego  Township.  In  1878  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Allegan  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  is  distinguished  as  being  the  first  can- 
didate  of   that  office   elected  on  the  Prohibition 
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ticket,  his  party  winning  a  signal  triumph  over 
the  combined  tickets  of  the  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans. He  has  been  Drain  Commissioner  for  five 
years.  Our  subject  and  his  family  are  among  the 
leading  menibei^  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  connected 
with  that  denomination  thirty-five  years,  and  have 
contributed  greatly  to  its  upbuilding  wherever 
they  have  resided,  and  Mr.  Hale  has  held  all  the 
church  offices. 


eYRUS  H.  LEWIS,  who  has  a  fine  farm  on 
section  31,  Covert  Township,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Van  Buren  County  since  1868.  He 
comes  of  old  Revolutionary  stock  and  has  proved 
that  he  inherited  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  his 
ancestors  by  his  gallant  service  during  the  late 
Civil  War.  Mr.  Lewis  was  born  in  Troy  Town- 
ship, Geauga  County,  Ohio,  August  6,  1838,  and 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  C.  and  Martha  (Roberts) 
Lewis,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ply- 
mouth, Windsor  County,  Vt.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Nathan  Lewis,  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where  he 
settled  in  the  forest  and  cleared  up  a  farm  being 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Geauga  County.  Heie  he 
spent  his  life  and  died  in  1840.  He  reared  a 
family  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Ro- 
land, Lent,  Samuel,  DeWitt  C,  Harvey  W.,  George 
W.  and  Susan. 

Samuel  C.  Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York,  February  26,  1804.  He  was  a 
small  boy  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  September  4, 1832, 
was  married  to  Martha  Roberts.  She  was  born  in 
Plymouth,  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  June  8,  1804, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Giles  and  Catharine 
(Knight)  Roberts.  Giles  Roberts  resided  in  Ver- 
mont and  for  seven  jears  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  four  of  his  brothers  also  being 
soldiers  during  the  same  war.  He  was  the  father 
of  twelve  children,  two  of  his  sons  serving  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  died  in  Vermont,  and  his  wife 
in  Massachusetts  in  1819.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  emigrated  to  Ohio  with  her  brother  Lyman 


in  1831  and  the  following  year  was  married  to 
Samuel  C.  Lewis. 

After  their  marriage,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  on  a  new  farm  in  the  forest  in  Troy  Town- 
ship, Geauga  County,  Ohio,  which  they  improved 
into  a  finely  cultivated  place  and  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  that  section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Lewis 
cultivated  a  fine  growth  of  maple  trees  on  the 
place  and  it  is  still  known  as  Maple  Grove  Farm. 
In  1849  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Defiance 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  another  farm, 
operating  it  until  1857.  He  then  removed  to 
Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  he  again  purchased 
new  land  and  improved  another  farm.  He  had 
the  genuine  pioneer  instincts  which  led  him  to 
take  up  unimproved  land  and  use  his  best  and 
endeavors  to  leave  it  in  fine  shape  for  those  who 
came  after  him.  In  1873  he  emigrated  to  Kansas, 
settling  in  Wabaunsee  County,  where  he  resided 
with  a  son  until  1875,  when  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  died  in  Covert  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
May  23,  1876.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still 
living  and  resides  with  him. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  children 
as  follows:  Jane,  who  was  born  April  27,  1834, 
married  John  Barker  and  resides  in  Cassville, 
Barry  County,  Mo.;  Cyrus  II.;  Eben  M.,  born  May 
4,  1840,  resides  in  Morley,  Mecosta  County,  this 
State;  Nathan  B.,  born  June  2,  1842,  is  a  resident 
of  the  same  county.  All  of  the  sons  were  soldiers 
in  the  Civil  War,  Eben  M.  being  a  member  of 
Company  K,  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  serving 
from  the  spring  of  1862  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
Nathan  B.  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1863,  being  a 
member  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  served  throughout  the  war.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  gunshot  and  in  conse- 
quence receives  a  pension  from  the   Government. 

Cyrus  H.  Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed 
his  early  life  upon  the  farm,  remaining  under  the 
parental  roof  until  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  when 
on  July  13, 1861,  he  enlisted  and  in  September  was 
mustered  into  service  as  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Bissel  Engineer  Regiment  of  the  West.  They  were 
sent  first  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  thence  to  La  Mine 
River,  which  they  bridged  and  there  built  Ft.  La 
Mine.  They  also  cut  a  channel  around  Island  No.  10, 
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and  opened  the  Mississippi  River  to  Vicksburg. 
They  then  completed  the  Nashville  &  Northeastern 
Railroad,  building  block-houses  at  every  trestle 
along  the  line  of  the  road.  They  then  went  on  the 
Atlanta  Campaign  and  thence  to  the  sea,  participat- 
ing in  all  the  engagements  incident  thereto.  They 
also  accompanied  the  army  to  Washington,  and 
participated  in  the  Grand  Review.  During  their 
service,  they  were  in  every  confederate  State  ex- 
cept Texas.  Mr.  Lewis  took  part  in  the  following 
battles,  New  Madrid,  Mo.;  Island  No.  10,  the  two 
battles  at  Corinth,  Jonesboro,  and  in  all  the  skirm- 
ishes and  marches  in  which  his  command  partici- 
pated. He  had  his  ankle  injured  in  a  railroad 
wreck  but  otherwise  escaped  injury  during  liis  four 
years  of  service. 

Returning  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Lewis  resumed 
farming.  August  13,  1865,  he  was  married  to 
Louisa  Holmes,  the  daughter  of  Chauncy  and  Lucy 
A.  (Slocum)  Holmes.  She  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  November  5,  1843.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  born  Janu- 
ary 25,  1814.  He  married  Lucy  Slocum,  who  was 
born  in  Otsego,  N.  Y.,  October  8,  1813.  To  them 
were  born  six  children:  Edwin  C,  born  May  27, 
1837,  enlisted  in  August,  1861,  in  the  Twenth- 
ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Winchester,  afterward  being  exchanged  and  dis- 
charged on  account  of  physical  disability.  He 
subsequently  re-enlisted  in  the  Twenth-seventh 
Michigan  Regiment  and  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of 
the  Wilderness.  Herman  O.,  born  September  20, 
1839,  was  a  member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-ninth 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  died  while  in  the  service;  Car- 
oline L.,  born  October  1,  1841,  married  George 
Allen  and  resides  at  Austin,  Minn.;  H.  Louisa  is 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Seymour  G.,  who  was  born 
September  9,  1846,  resides  in  Lake  County,  S.  Dak.; 
and  Levi  D.,  who  was  born  February  1,  1853,  is  a 
resident  of  Austin,  Minn.  The  birth  of  all  these 
children  took  place  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio. 
The  father  died  in  May,  1870;  the  mother  is  still 
living  and  resides  in  Austin,  Minn. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  resided  in  Hills- 
dale County  until  1868  when  he  came  to  Van  Buren 
County  and  settled  in  Geneva  Township,  where 
he  improved  a  farm.     Here   he  lived  until  1872 


when  he  went  to  Wabaunsee  County,  Kan.,  re- 
maining there  until  the  fall  of  1875  when  he  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  has  since  resided  at  his 
X^resent  place  where  he  has  cleared  up  and  improved 
a  fine  farm  of  fifty  acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have 
one  adopted  child,  Stephen  S.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Lewis  is  a  Republican  but  does  not  take  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs.  He  was  Supervisor  of  his 
township  for  two  years.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  George  Allen  Post,  No.  351,  G.  A.  R.,  and  for- 
merly belonged  to  Garfield  Post,  No.  30,  of  Col- 
oma,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  of  which  he  is  a  char- 
ter member  and  was  Adjutant.  He  and  his  wife 
occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  community  and 
are  highly  esteemed  by  their  fellow-citizens. 

A   lithographic   portrait   of  Mr.  Lewis   accom- 
panies this  brief  mention  of  his  life. 


^^ 


==^ 


/^LIVER  E.  GOLDSMITH.  This  prominent 
|(  J I  citizen  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Plain  well 
^^^  Hambletonian  Stables.  He  is  counted  among 
the  old  settlers  of  the  county  and  has  been  very 
efficient  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  village  of  Plain- 
well.  He  is  a  good  judge  of  horseflesh  and  keeps 
some  very  valuable  animals  in  his  stables. 

Oliver  Goldsmith  was  born  in  Tioga  County, 
Pa.,  October  23,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Abraham 
D.  Goldsmith,  whose  birthplace  was  Berne,  Al- 
bany County,  N.  Y.  The  latter-named  gentle- 
man went  to  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  when  a  3^oung 
man  and  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming.  He 
later  made  the  Empire  State  his  home  by  locat- 
ing in  Steuben  Count}'  in  1843,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Monroe  County.  In  1845  he  came  to 
Gun  Plain  Township,  Allegan  County,  where  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land.  The  country  was  very 
new  at  that  time,  and  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions which  he  endured  made  a  lasting  impression 
upon  his  mind.  Indians  were  plentiful,  as  were 
also  wild  animals,  thus  the  dangers  were  great 
through  which  they  passed  in  making  the  country 
accessible  to  those  who  came  after.  He  died  in 
1865,  when  in  his  fifty-fifth  year. 

Joshua  R.  Goldsmith,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native   of  Long  Island,  and  was  a 
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man  of  fine  education,  having  taught  school  for 
forty  years.  He  was  the  author  of  a  book  and 
contributed  many  able  articles  to  the  newspapers. 
He  was  a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in 
Jackson  County,  this  State,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety- three  years.  He  remembered  shaking 
hands  with  Gen.  Washington  when  a  schoolboy. 
Tlie  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lution. The  early  settlers  of  this  family  came 
from  England.  Our  subject's  mother  was  Henri- 
etta (Krusen)  Goldsmith,  and  she  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  January  13,  1816.  She  was  married  to 
Mr.  Goldsmith  in  New  York.  Our  subject  is  the 
only  one  of  their  six  children  now  living.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1892,  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  aged  seventy- 
six  years,  one  month  and  twenty-one  days. 

Oliver  E.  Goldsmith  was  eight  j^ears  of  age  at 
the  time  his  parents  removed  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Gun  Plain  Township.  He  attended 
school  in  a  little  log  schoolhouse  with  slab  seats 
and  stationary  desks  around  the  wall.  So  anxious 
was  he  to  obtain  a  good  education  that  he  walked 
three  miles  to  and  fro  daily  in  attending  school, 
and  there  acquired  a  good  elementary  education, 
which  he  has  later  supplemented  with  judicious 
reading. 

Our  subject  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of 
clearing  the  farm  from  timber  and  underbrush. 
He  often  drew  logs  to  the  sawmill  in  winters  and 
applied  himself  industriously  to  whatever  he  was 
called  upon  to  do.  Mr.  Goldsmith  was  very  fond 
of  hunting,  and,  indeed,  in  those  earlj^  days,  when 
wild  animals  were  so  plentiful,  he  had  many  op- 
portunities for  showing  his  skill  as  a  marksman. 
He  could  kill  a  deer  running  as  well  as  standing 
still,  and  was  considered  a  good  shot.  Indians 
often  came  to  their  home  begging  for  food,  and 
many  times  staid  all  night  with  the  family,  sleep- 
ing upon  the  floor  in  front  of  the  fire. 

After  attaining  his  majority,  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  worked  at  lumbering,  having 
charge  of  a  gang  of  men  in  Allegan  County. 
He  later  farmed  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Gun  Plain  Township  for  awhile,  and 
then  had  charge  of  a  gang  of  men  in  the  grading 
of  the   Michigan  &   Ohio  Railroad.     In    August, 


1879,  he  exchanged  his  farm  property  for  prop- 
erty in  Plain  well,  where  he  has  a  cherry  orchard 
of  about  three  hundred  bearing  trees.  He  began 
in  his  present  business  by  breeding  horses,  his 
first  standard-bred  being  "Countersign."  He  has 
since  handled  such  horses  as  "Thatcher  Hamble- 
tonian,"  "Great  Western,"  "American  Boy," 
"Tramp,  Jr.,"  "Goldfoil,"  and  "Alger,"  all  noted 
sires. 

Miss  Caroline  Davis  became  Mrs.  Oliver  E. 
Goldsmith  in  1875.  She  was  a  native  of  Maine 
and  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents.  They 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  are  perform- 
ing the  part  of  parents  to  an  adopted  son,  John 
D.  In  politics,  Mr.  Goldsmith  is  a  Democrat,  and 
socially,  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order. 
Mrs.  Goldsmith  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Our  subject  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Plain  well 
Fair  Association,  and  is  given  the  credit  of  being 
the  pioneer  horsebreeder  in  Allegan  County. 


-1^ 


"^l  AMES  S.  HUDSON.  Among  the  prominent 
residents  of  Ganges  Township,  Allegan 
County,  who  are  living  retired  from  the  act- 
ive duties  of  life,  we  are  pleased  to  mention 
James  Hudson.  He  makes  his  home  on  his  fine 
fruit  farm  of  forty  acres,  on  section  14,  but  through 
the  industry  of  earlier  years  has  accumulated  a 
competency,  and  is  now  enabled  to  spend  his  latter 
days  in  peace  and  quiet. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  16.  1831,  in  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Polodore 
and  Harriet  Hudson.  The  father  was  born  in 
Williamstown,  Mass.,  October  2,  1797,  and  by  his 
studious  habits  was  enabled  to  educate  himself,  as 
his  father  died  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  he 
was  thus  compelled  to  do  for  himself.  He  went  to 
work  on  a  farm  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  line  of  work  until  reaching  his  ma- 
jority. 

When  twenty -two  years  of  age,  Polodore  Hudson 
was  married  to  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Harriet  G.  Morehouse.  Mrs. 
Hudson  was  born    August    17,    1799,  and  was  the 
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daughter  of  Aaron  and  Partliena  Morehouse.  Her 
father  was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
during  the  War  of  1812  he  contracted  with  the 
Government  to  furnish  the  soldiers  with  shoes. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morehouse  reared  a  family  of  nine 
children. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
came  to  the  Wolverine  State,  and  located  in  Battle 
Creek,  where  were  but  two  houses  where  that 
prosperous  city  now  stands.  He  was  the  first  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  the  above-named  city,  and 
married  the  first  couple  in  Calhoun  Count}^  The 
following  seven  children  were  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  our  subject:  Aaron  G.,  Charles  D.,  Hon. 
Bradley  P.,  Sarah  P.,  Sophia;  Hiram,  who  married 
Ann  Billings;  and  Andrew  K.,  now  deceased.  All 
of  the  above-named  children,  with  the  exception  of 
Aaron  G.  and  Hiram,  are  deceased.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Hudson  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican. 
In  religious  matters  he,  with  his  wife,  was  a  Presby- 
terian. 

Our  subject  is  a  truly  self-made  man,  as  he  never 
attended  school  but  three  months  in  his  life,  and 
is  to-day  thoroughly  conversant  upon  all  topics  of 
general  interest,  having  acquired  a  fund  of  infor- 
mation by  systematic  reading.  Like  his  father,  he 
started  out  in  life  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  work- 
ing for  $5  a  month.  Several  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  railroading  on  the  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
road. So  capable  w^as  he  in  performing  the  duties 
assigned  him,  that,  within  a  twelvemonth  after 
entering  the  service  of  the  company,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  fireman.  He  remained 
thus  only  three  months,  when  he  was  given  an  en- 
gine, which  he  ran  for  seven  years. 

After  abandoning  the  railroad,  Mr.  Hudson  lo- 
cated eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  14,  Ganges 
Township.  In  1856  he  moved  to  his  present  place, 
where,  instead  of  the  beautiful  house  and  pleasant 
surroundings  which  the  traveler  may  now  see,  was 
nothing  but  a  log  cabin,  set  in  the  midst  of  an  un- 
broken wilderness.  He  began  thus  in  life  with 
but  fifty  cents  in  his  pocket,  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  township.  Mr.  Hud- 
son was  quite  a  musician,  and  taught  that  art  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  giving  his  attention  to  his 
farm    in  the  summer.     After   taking  a   course  in 


music,  he  accepted  a  position  to  travel  with  a  con- 
cert company,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  several 
3'ears.  He  is  the  author  of  many  beautiful  vocal 
compositions,  and  was  much  sought  after  in  musical 
circles  in  his  earlier  years. 

Mr.  Hudson  became  general  traveling  agent  for 
Walter  Wood,  who  w^as  engaged  in  the  binder  and 
mower  business,  his  territory  lying  in  ten  different 
States.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  J.  French, 
January  1,  1853,  and  of  their  union  were  born 
seven  children:  Stella  M.,  Edith  M.;  Minnie  M., 
deceased;  Herbert  D.,  Victor,  Roy  C.  and  James, 
Jr.,  the  latter  two  at  home.  Mrs.  Hudson  died 
June  23,  1879,  and  our  subject  was  a  second  time 
married  to  Susan  H.  Wilson. 


-^^I 
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"jflAMES  D.  GRAHAM,  a  representative  far- 
mer residing  on  section  13,  Cheshire  Town- 
ship, Allegan  Covmty,  was  born  April  8, 
1830,  in  County  Sligo,  Ireland.  The  fam- 
ily came  to  America  in  1847,  and  settled  in  Canada, 
our  subject  being  then  seventeen  years  old.  In 
1849  he  went  to  the  State  of  New  York  and  com- 
menced working  on  his  own  account  in  a  sawmill 
where  he  remained  employed  for  eight  years. 

Mr.  Graham  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Ca- 
therine Fuller,  a  native  of  New  York  who  was  born 
in  1838.  Six  years  after  their  marriage  they 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  this  county  and 
township,  and  the  next  year  settled  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm.  He  has  added  to  his  original  purchase  and 
now  has  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  one  hun- 
dred of  which  are  under  fine  cultivation.  On  this 
place  general  farming  is  carried  on,  and  Mr. 
Graham  himself  has  done  all  the  clearing.  He 
erected  his  present  residence  about  twelve  years 
ago  and  one  barn,  30x45,  with  a  wing  12x15;  he 
had  also  erected  two  other  barns.  He  has  a  fine 
orchard  of  four  acres  of  apple  trees.  When  he 
first  settled  here  there  were  no  roads  at  all  and  the 
place  was  in  an  entirely  wild  state.  He  erected  a 
board  house  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived  for 
some  time. 

The  gentleman  of  w^hom  we  write  and  his  wife 
have  been  blessed   by  the  birth    of  nine  children, 
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all  now  living,  namely:  John  B.;  eTiilia  Ann  (Mrs. 
Horace  Eldred) ;  George  G.;  Alice  E.  (Mrs.  L.  Hunt- 
ley); James  D.;  Andrew  F.;  Laura  A.  (Mrs.  C. 
Hillman);  Charles  D.;  and  Bertie  IL  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  good  stand- 
ing and  Mr.  Graham  is  a  Deacon  and  also  a  Trustee. 
He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  liaving  been  a  teacher  and  Superintendent 
in  the  same.  He  has  given  all  his  children  a  good 
schooling,  and  five  of  them  are  now  married  and 
have  homes  of  their  own.  The  office  of  Assessor 
of  the  School  District  has  been  his  for  twelve 
3^ears;  in  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  served  as  Drain  Commissioner 
of  Cheshire  four  years  and  had  the  township 
drained,  but  little  having  been  done  before  this. 
His  son,  John  B.,  is  engaged  in  breeding  fine 
draft  horses. 


'/AMES  P.  FITCH,  a  resident  farmer  on 
section  6,  Casco  Township,  Allegan  County, 
.^  was  born  in  1818,  his  birthplace  being  Lima 
l^^^  Township,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  He  is 
a  son  of  Elias  and  Frances  Fitch.  Elias  Fitch  was 
born  about  1790  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  reared  in  the  village  of  Coopers  town,  where  he 
attended  scJiool  with  James  Fenimore  Cooper.  His 
education  was  limited  to  the  common  schools,  yet 
his  wide  range  of  reading  extended  over  most  of 
the  current  topics  of  the  day.  When  eighteen 
years  old,  he  moved  to  Rhode  Island  and  soon 
went  upon  the  high  seas,  sailing  for  three  years, 
visiting  many  of  the  different  parts  of  the  world. 
While  at  Spain,  one  time,  he  witnessed  the  bat- 
tle between  the  French  and  English.  During  the 
War  of  1812,  his  vessel  was  captured  while  in  Brit- 
ish waters,  and  the  crew  were  all  taken  prisoners 
and  were  not  released  until  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  Previous  to  this  incident,  the  ship  was  capr 
tured  by  pirates,  but  the  crew  soon  overpowered 
them  and  got  away. 

After  his  return  from  the  sea  the  father  of  our 
subject  went  back  to  his  home  in  New  York  and 
was  married  to  Frances   Davison,  a  daughter  of 


Paul  and  Sarah  (Gould)  Davison,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Davison  served 
seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a  musi- 
cian. In  1819,  Elias  Fitch  with  his  small  family 
settled  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  being  one  of 
the  earliest  pioneers  there.  He  located  in  a  vast 
wilderness  on  an  unimproved  farm.  To  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  nine  children,  named  as  follows: 
James  P.,  Norman  D.,  Rouenna,  deceased;  William; 
John,  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Linus 
Bathrick;  Frederick,  deceased;  Mary,  and  Charles, 
a  member  of  the  Tw^enty-fourth  New  York  Light 
Artillery ,who  died  in  Andersonville  Prison,  in  1864. 
Politically,  Elias  Fitch  was  a  strong  Democrat.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  stood  by  his  order  during  the  stormy 
times  of  the  Morgan  trouble.  He  and  his  wife  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
died  at  the  homestead  in  Wyoming  County,  in 
1876,  his  good  wife  surviving  him  several  years. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Paul  Fitch, 
who  married  Eliza  Preston,  both  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. The  maternal  grandfather  Preston  was 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  fought  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill,  having  seventeen  rounds  of  am- 
munition, and  also  at  Stony  Point,  where  the  Brit- 
ish garrison  was  captured. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
four  years  old.  At  this  age  he  went  to  Wisconsin 
and  squatted  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
Indian  land  before  it  was  surveyed.  He  remained 
in  that  State  about  twenty-five  years,  carrying  on 
farming,  and  in  the  winters  lumbering  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  returned  to  New  York  State,  in 
1852,  and  on  October  7  was  married  to  Lorinda 
Hampton,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Hampton.  The 
couple  returned  to  Wisconsin,  but  the  privations 
and  trials  were  too  severe  for  Mrs.  Fitch  and  she 
soon  died.  In  1861,  Mr.  Fitch  was  married  to  Ro- 
se tta^Hampton,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  To  them 
have  been  born  five  children.  Two  died  when 
quite  young.  Those  living  are  Charles  L.,  Rosa 
B.  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  McCarty.  Mr. 
Fitch  came  to  Michigan  in  1870  and  settled  on  his 
present  estate  of   forty   acres   of   splendidlj^   im- 
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proved  land  on  which  he  has  erected  a  convenient 
and  attractive  residence.  Here  a  gracious  hospi- 
tality is  dispensed  and  the  family  are  held  in 
high  esteem  by  their  many  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

Mr.  Fitch  entered  the  service  of  his  country  in 
1864,  enlisting  in  Company  K,  Eighth  Wisconsin 
Infantry.  His  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  he  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Hatchies  Run,  Petersburg,  and  Ft.  Sedgwick. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Washington,  June 
2,  1865.  He  is  now  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
Zach  Chandler  Post,  No.  35,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fitch  are  consistent  and  valued  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


— ^ 
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ILES  FOSTER,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  20,  Trowbridge  Town- 
ship, Allegan  County,  was  born  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Lo- 
rain County,  June  15,  1833.  His  father,  Archi- 
bald Foster,  a  native  of  New  York,  was  born  in 
November,  1799,  and  by -trade  was  a  shoemaker, 
but  in  later  life  followed  farming.  When  a  boy  he 
went  to  Ohio,  where  he  became  acquainted  with 
and  married  Eliza  Mann,  daughter  of  Enos  Mann, 
a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  Her  death  occurred 
when  our  subject  was  four  years  old,  being  caused 
by  a  stroke  of  lightning.  Four  children  were  born 
of  that  union,  of  whom  two  sons  and  a  daughter 
are  now  living:  J.  M.  is  now  a  resident  of  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.;  G.  M.  is  now  deceased;  Miles  is  the 
next  younger,  aiid  Eliza  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Rob- 
ert Emmons,  of  Trowbridge  Township.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Foster  was  again  mar- 
ried. He  came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1854, 
and  for  a  time  lived  with  his  children,  but  after- 
ward removed  to  a  small  farm  of  his  own.  He 
died  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mallery  Cemetery. 

As  before  stated,  our  subject  lost  his  mother 
when  but  a  young  lad,  contrary  to  the  general  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  stepmothers,he  found  in  his,a  tender 
and  loving  protector,  who  manifested  no  difference 
in  her  feeling  between  her  own  children  and  those 
of  the  first  marriage.     As  the  father  was  in  limited 


circumstances,  his  educational  advantages  were  nec- 
essarily meager.  In  1853,  with  his  brother  George, 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  worked  for  William 
Porter  for  a  year,  receiving  $20  per  month  as  a 
compensation  for  his  services.  He  then  worked  in 
the  pineries  one  winter,  after  which  one  season 
was  spent  in  the  employ  of  Daniel  Foster,  and  the 
next  as  fireman  to  Wells  &  Johnson's  mill  at  Sau- 
gatuck.  He  then  settled  upon  his  present  farm, 
comprising  eighty  acres,  that  was  almost  in  its 
primitive  condition.  A  heavily  timbered  tracts  hut 
off  all  view,  and  his  neighbors  were  few  and  far 
between.  Only  one  living  in  this  community  at  that 
time  yet  abides.  A  log  cabin  was  built  upon  Mr. 
Foster's  farm,  and  he  at  once  began  clearing  away 
the  timber  and  improving  his  land,  and  in  a  short 
time,  owing  to  his  industry  and  energy,  the  light 
of  day  shone  upon  fifty  acres  of  cleared  land. 

In  the  year  1857,  Mr.  Foster  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Henrietta,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Lamunyan)  Brown,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1854  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
which  is  now  the  home  of  our  subject.  The  father 
died  in  1886,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1890. 
Mrs.  Foster  was  born  in  February,  1838,  and  died 
in  1877,  respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1880,  our  subject  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Frances  ScliU3^1er,  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  Schuyler,  and  one  of  a 
family  of  five  children  yet  living.  Her  parents 
came  to  Michigan  in  1856,  and  are  now  residents 
of  Kalamazoo  County.  Mrs.  Foster  was  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1853.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Schuyler  G.,  Florence  and  Lura. 

The  home  of  this  excellent  family  is  a  valua- 
ble farm  of  eighty-eight  acres,  which  was  cleared 
and  improved  by  Mr.  Foster.  He  now  has  nearly 
the  entire  amount  under  cultivation,  and  besides 
his  own  farm  has  cleared  over  one  hundred  acres 
additional.  The  buildings  were  all  erected  by  him- 
self, and  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enter- 
prise. To  general  farming  he  devotes  his  entire 
attention,  and  to  the  raising  of  Durham  cattle.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  practical  and  represent- 
ative farmers  of  the  community,  and  is  also  num- 
bered among  the  public-spirited  and  progressive 
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citizens.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Grange,  and  in  politics,  he  is  independent  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Moderator  of  his  district  for 
three  years.  Interests  calculated  to  benefit  the 
community  have  ever  received  his  hearty  support 
and  co-operation.  He  gave  the  site  for  the  school- 
house  and  put  up  the  building  himself.  His  chief 
ambition  now  is  to  give  his  children  good  educa- 
tional advantages,  thus  fitting  them  for  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  life  and  he  has  lived  to  see  them 
become  useful  men  and  women. 


"♦♦♦♦5* 
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'SA  C.  GOODRICH,  M.  D.  This  honored 
and  respected  citizen  of  Ganges  Town- 
ship, Allegan  County,  is  residing  upon 
his  tract  of  ninety^-two  acres  on  section  2, 
twenty  acres  of  which  is  in  fruit.  He  thoroughly 
understands  his  calling  and  finds  that  the  best  me- 
thods and  latest  improvements  in  agriculture  bring 
him  the  largest  returns. 

Dr.  Goodrich  was  born  in  1834,  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Chauncy 
and  Hannah  Goodrich.  His  father  was  born  in 
Connecticut  in  1786  and  was  there  reared  on  a 
farm.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  tanner  and  currier,  serving  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  seven  years.  When  a  young  man 
he  moved  to  New^  York  and  there  met  and  married 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Hannah  Bray  ton.  Fourteen  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  remaining  twelve  were  named  Henry  C; 
George  A.;  Dr.  Chauncy  B.,  deceased;  Charles  L.; 
James  R.;  our  subject;  Wesley;  Dr.  Lewis  and  Eli- 
zabeth C,  deceased;  Sarah;  Lucy;  and  Eveline. 

The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  the  Wol- 
verine State  in  1855  with  his  family,  locating  on 
the  present  farm  of  Dr.  Asa,  which  then  consisted 
of  fifty -two  acres.  There  he  built  a  plank  house 
and  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  and  improv- 
ing his  farm.  Two  years  after  locating  here,  his 
good  wife  died  and  he  was  again  married,  this  time 
to  Mrs.  Jane  Lemon.  To  them  was  born  one  son, 
Hiram,  our  subject's  father  at  that  time  being  seven- 
ty-two years  old.  In  politics,  Chauncy  Goodrich  was 


a  Whig.  He  passed  from  this  life  in  1864,  aged 
seventy-eight  years. 

Asa  C.  Goodrich  was  given  a  good  education 
and  early  began  the  study  of  medicine  at  Battle 
Creek,  this  State.  He  completed  his  course  in  the 
Michigan  University  in  1865,  and,  returning  to 
what  is  now  his  present  home,  and  which  he  had 
purchased  some  time  previously,  he  practiced  his 
profession  for  twelve  years.  He  superintended 
the  work  on  the  farm  during  that  period,  and  al- 
though he  was  flatteringly  successful  in  his  prac- 
tice, at  the  expiration  of  twelve  years,  he  gave 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  property.  His  place  is  supplied  with  all  the 
buildings  which  best  serve  the  purposes  of  an 
agriculturist  and,  all  in  all,  he  is  one  of  the  well-to- 
do  citizens  of  Ganges  Township. 

In  1865  our  subject  and  Miss  Emily,  daughter 
of  Joseph  K.  and  Esther  Hill,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. To  them  have  been  born  three  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Maude  is  the  wife 
of  George  Sinclair,  of  New  York  City,  and  with 
her  husband  is  a  graduate  of  the  Peter  Cooper  In- 
stitute of  that  city.  Mildred  L.  is  attending 
school  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.  Mrs.  Emily  Goodrich 
passed  from  this  life  in  1872,  greatly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  her. 

Asa  C.  Goodrich  was  a  second  time  married,  in 
1877,  to  Miss  Florence  Loomis,  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Sally  Loomis,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another 
page  in  this  volume.  In  politics,  Mr.  Goodrich  is 
a  Prohibitionist  and  has  done  much  to  aid  the 
cause  of  temperance  in  this  section.  He  and  his 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  have  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends  in  Ganges  Township. 


'^  OSEPII  CROW,  who  is  residing  on  secti(>n 
25,  CasGO  Township,  Allegan  County,  was 
born  in  Burlington  County,  N.  J.,  October 
4,  1822.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and 
Susan  Crow.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1786,  emigrating  to  America  with  his  parents  when 
twelve  years  old.     He  was  given  a  good  education 
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ill  the  model  schools  of  his  native  country  and 
after  coming  to  the  United  States  mastered  the 
English  language  at  the  schools  in  New  Jersey. 

Soon  after  making  this  country  their  home,  the 
father  of  George  Crow  bound  him  out  to  John 
Dobbins,  with  whom  he  remained  until  reaching 
his  majority.  He  was  treated  very  much  as  the 
slaves  were  in  the  South  and  soon  after  leaving 
his  taskmaster  learned  the  trades  of  a  brickmaker 
and  woolen  weaver.  He  was  married  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  to  Susannah  Johnson,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey.  In  1834  they  moved  to  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  remained  a  twelvemonth 
and  then  went  to  Randolph  County,  the  same 
State,  where  they  located  on  a  tract  of  forty  acres. 
He  was  soon  enabled  to  add  forty  acres  more  to 
his  purchase,  all  of  which  he  brought  to  a  good 
degree  of  cultivation.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  that 
region  and  when  emigrating  thither  was  fi  ve  weeks 
making  the  journey. 

The  nine  children  comprising  the  parental 
family  were  named  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Mary; 
John  and  William  deceased;  George;  our  subject; 
Anna  deceased;  Susan  and  Rachel.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  while  his  mother  was  identified  with 
the  Society  of  Friends.  In  politics,  the  elder  Mr. 
Crow  was  first  a  Free-soiler  and  later  a  Whig.  His 
death  occurred  July  24,  1849,  at  which  time  he  was 
accidentally  killed  by  a  runaway  team. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  quite  limited, 
as  the  family  located  in  the  wilderness  in  Indiana 
where  schools  were  considered  more  of  a  luxury 
than  a  necessity.  When  reaching  his  majority,  he 
commenced  to  earn  money  by  working  out  on 
farms  by  the  month.  A  few  years  later  he  was 
married  to  Asenath,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Eliza- 
beth Woody,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Quakers  in  religion.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Crow 
were  early  pioneers  of  the  Iloosier  State  and  had 
born  to  them  a  family  of  eleven  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  remaining  eight 
were:  Joshua  and  Anthony  now  deceased;  Mary, 
Harriet,  Alson  G.,  Zenoah,  Aaron  and  Louis. 

After  his  marriage  Joseph  Crow  took  charge  of 
his  father's  estate  for  a  number  of  years,  after 
which  he  made  various  removals  in  Indiana  until 


1870,  when  he  came  to  Allegan  County.  His  first 
purchase  of  land  here  was  twenty  acres  of  what  is 
now  his  splendid  farm,  but  which  was  then  in  its 
primitive  condition.  He  has  since  added  forty 
acres  more  to  his  possessions  and  by  a  proper 
rotation  of  crops  reaps  a  fine  income. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crow  of  this  sketch  have  been 
born  eleven  children,  three  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  Martin  L.  is  residing  in  Kansas;  Soph- 
ronia  A.,  is  the  wife  of  D.  E.  Palmer,  of  Missouri; 
George  H.  and  Hattie  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
H.  Crary,  are  deceased;  John  C.  F.,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Casco  Township;  Mary,  Mrs.  S.  Camblin; 
Anna,  the  second  wife  of  C.  H.  Crary,  and  William 
H.,  residing  in  Casco  Township.  Our  subject  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  strong   Republican. 
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^(^ARNUM    H.    DILLEY.      This    progressive 
^^/  buiness  man  of  Lacota  is  engaged  in    char- 

W  coal  burning  and  also  buys  and  ships  grain. 
He  is  very  successful  in  his  undertaking  and  is 
highly  esteemed  in  his  community  as  an  upright 
and  honest  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Nottingham, 
Ohio,  in  1856, and  was  eight  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Geneva 
Township,  Van  Buren  County. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Varnum  D.  and  Mar- 
garet J.  (Eddy)  Dilley.  The  father  is  a  native  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1824,  and  the  mother  hailed  from  New  York.  The 
elder  Mr.  Dilley  was  one  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  we  give  the  following:  T. 
Charles  died  in  Andersonville  prison  during  the 
late  war;  Varnum  D.  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth;  Harris  is  deceased;  Darwin  resides  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio;  Clay  makes  his  home  in  Chicago; 
Corwin  died  in  the  army,  and  Caroline  is  Mrs. 
Nathan  Lord  and  resides  in  Euclid,  Ohio. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Asa  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Dilley,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Cayuga  County,  Ohio.  The 
original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
received  a  common  school  education.  When 
reaching  his  sixteenth  year,  he  attended  school  for 


Mi^  W.D.  SMITH. 


W.D.SHITH, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


423 


a  twelvemonth  near  Cleveland.  Later  he  clerked 
a  few  years  for  a  Mr.  Adam  White  of  Lacota  and 
managed  his  store  for  a  period  after  his  death.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  business  for 
himself,  but  soon  sold  out  his  interests  in  that 
direction  and  established  himself  in  the  charcoal 
business,  in  connection  with  E.  Graves,  also  buying 
and  shipping  grain  on  his  own  account.  He  is 
wide-awake  and  progressive  and  is  making  a  suc- 
cess of  his  undertaking. 

Mr.  Dilley  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  1880  to 
Miss  Hattie  White,  a  very  intelligent  and  estimable 
lady.  Carrie  Dilley,  a  sister  of  our  subject,  became 
the  wife  of  William  Burlingame  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. His  twin  brother,  Marshall,  is  residing  in 
Lacota.  Socially,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at 
Lacota,  and  in  politics  is  a  strong  Republican. 


^■'  !■  fc f     1l     II    111! 
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ILLIAM  D.  SMITH.  Among  the  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  residing  on  an  excel- 
lent farm  on  section  4,  Portage  Township.  His 
estate  is  embellished  with  all  needful  farm  build- 
ings, and  Mr.  Smith  believes  that  the  latest  im- 
provements and  best  methods  in  agriculture  bring 
him  in  the  largest  returns. 

Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  was  the  native 
place  of  our  subject,  his  birth  occurring  September 
18,  1824.  He  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
(Ditzler)  Smith,  the  father  a  native  of  the  same 
State  and  county  as  was  his  son,  and  the  mother, 
born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  Mrs.  Smith  died 
in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  after  having  be- 
come the  mother  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Will- 
iam D.  was  the  eldest. 

The  latter  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  and 
remained  in  the  Keystone  State  until  1860,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  lo- 
cated near  Constantine,  where  he  resided  until 
after  the  Civil  War.  Then,  selling  his  farm,  he  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania,  and  after  a  year  spent  in 
his  old  home,  again  came  to  Michigan,  this  time 
purchasing  property  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
19 


this  county.  There  he  operated  a  farm  for  some 
ten  years,  when  he  sold  and  located  on  his  present 
estate  which  comprises  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres. 

October  3,  1871,  Mr.  Smith  and  Miss  Cordelia 
Childs  were  united  in  marriage  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Montour  County,  that  State,  December  9,  1831. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Rachel  (Apple- 
man)  Childs,  both  of  whom  died  in  the  above- 
named  county.  Our  subject  has  always  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  ranks  among  the  wealthy  and  progressive  agri- 
culturists of  the  county.  With  his  wife,  he  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  body  he  has  been  Deacon  and 
Elder. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  directed  to  the 
lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  Smith  and  his  estim- 
able wife,  which  are  presented. in  this  connection. 


j^^  HADRACH  H.  HAMLIN.     On    section    7, 

^^^    Casco  Township,  Allegan  County,  may  be 

(u/^  seen  a  beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  and 

eighty-six  acres,  which  is  the  property    of 

Mr.  Hamlin,  of  this  sketch.     Twenty-five  acres  of 

his  estate  is  in  fruit,  of  which  he  has  some  splendid 

varieties.     He  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  in 

1832,  and  is  the   son    of   James   E.   and   Matilda 

(Jones)  Hamlin. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  in  1808,  but  his  mother  was  a  native 
of  Virginia.  The  elder  Mr.  Hamlin  spent  his  early 
years  upon  a  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  made  the  best  of  his  limited  op- 
portunities for  an  education,  and  became  an  in- 
telligent and  well-read  man.  When  reaching  his 
majority  he  established  a  hearthstone  of  his  own, 
and  married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Jordan  Jones. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Hamlin  died  when  she  was  an 
infant,  and  she  was  taken  into  the  home  of  an 
aunt  and  given  a  good  education. 

James  E.  Hamlin  was  very  economical,  and  with 
the  190  which  his  father  gave  him  soon  after  starting 
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out  in  life,  was  enabled  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  which  was  the  la^t  Gov- 
ernment land  bought  in  Lexington  Township.  The 
parents  continued  to  live  upon  that  farm  until  1861, 
when  the  father  traded  the  property  for  one  him- 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  31,  Ganges 
Township,  Allegan  County.  They  made  that  farm 
their  home  until  reaching  an  advanced  age,  and 
then  resided  with  one  of  their  children.  The 
father  died  May  28,  1885.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  May,  1890.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig 
and  later  a  Republican.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Feltz)  Ham- 
lin, natives  of  Eastern  Virginia.  Stephen  Ham- 
lin was  born  in  1776,  and  fought  in  the  War  of 
1812,  for  which  action  his  name  was  dropped  from 
the  roll  in  the  Quaker  Church.  Previous  to  that 
time,  however,  joining  a  company  of  forty-seven 
emigrants  to  Ohio,  he  located  in  Stark  County, 
where  our  subject  was  born. 

Shadrach  H.  Hamlin  was  the  oldest  but  one  of 
the  eight  sons  that  were  born  to  his  parents,  viz.: 
Stephen  M.,  our  subject,  Jordan  J.,  Henry  J.,  Rob- 
inson C;  Alva  J.,  deceased,  as  was  also  John  B.;  and 
Robert  E.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  our  subject  went 
to  work  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  but  soon 
after  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  from  his  brother, 
followed  that  occupation  for  six  years.  In  1865 
he  came  back  to  the  Wolverine  State,  and  pur- 
chased thirty-five  acres  of  land  on  the  lake  shore 
in  Casco  Township.  In  the  fall  he  went  back  to 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  a  twelvemonth,  and  then 
returning  to  Michigan,  purchased  forty  acres  of 
what  is  now  his  present  farm.  From  time  to  time 
he  has  added  to  his  tract,  until  he  now  is  the  proud 
proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  and  a  half 
acres.  It  bears  all  the  improvements  of  a  first-class 
estate,  its  owner  ranking  among  tlie  well-to-do 
agriculturists  of  Casco  Township.  His  success  is 
due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts  and  economy,  for, 
with  the  exception  of  the  little  assistance  which 
his  father  gave  him  when  starting  out  on  his  own 
account,  his  fine  estate  has  been  accumulated  by 
his  own  labors. 

In  September,  1861,  our  subject  and  Harriet, 
daughter  of  William  and  Emeline  (Davison)  Brush, 
were  married.     Mrs.  Hamlin  had  five   sisters   who 


bore  the  names  of  Susan,  Amy;  Sarah  E.,  deceased; 
Fanny  and  Mary  E.,  also  deceased.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  also  come  five  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Oscar  A.  died  after  reach- 
ing mature  years.     Carrie  M.  is  the  only  one  living. 

Mr.  Hamlin  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War  September 
6,  1864,  joining  Company  F,  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  and  with  his  regiment  saw  much 
active  service. 

He  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  September  9,  1865.  On  March  22,  he  was 
allowed  a  pension  by  the  Government.  In  politics, 
our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and,  with  his  wife,  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Casco. 


LIOMAS  E.  FRENCH.  This  worthy  citi- 
zen of  Otsego  is  the  present  Supervisor  of 
Otsego  Township.  He  enlisted  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  December  6,  1861,  and  a  grateful 
nation  will  ever  hold  in  honor  those  who,  in  times 
of  peril,  offered  themselves  upon  their  country's 
altar  and  faced  death  on  many  a  bloody  battle- 
field. In  their  memory  will  poems  and  songs  be 
written,  anniversaries  remembered  with  flags  and 
banners  flying  in  the  air,  and  patriotism  be  exalted 
in  a  million,  throbbing  hearts. 

Upon  the  battlefield  of  life,  where  patriotism  is 
called  for  no  less  than  when  facing  ghastly  death 
at  the  cannon's  mouth,  Mr.  French  has  made  an 
honorable  record.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born 
in  Mahoning  County,  March  28,  1844.  He  is  the 
son  of  Thomas  French,  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State.  He  was  a  shoemaker  in  his  early  life,  but 
when  emigrating  to  Ohio  he  became  a  farmer.  He 
died  in  1846,  when  fifty-two  years  old,  firm  in  the 
Quaker  faith.  His  father,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Massachusetts. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Martha  Bryant, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey.  She  was  reared  near 
Mount  Holly  Bridge  and  died  in  1873.  With  her 
family  she  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.. 
Thonio-s  E.  French  received  his  primary  education. 
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in  the  common  schools  and  attended  two  terms  at 
the  Westminster  College  in  Lawrence  County,  Pa. 
After  reaching  liis  thirteenth  j^ear,  he  began  to 
earn  his  own  living,  and  apprenticed  himself  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  receiving  as  his  first 
wages  $7  per  month. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age,  Thomas  E.  French 
enlisted  in  Company  L,  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  under 
Col.  Loyd.  With  his  company  he  was  sent  to  the 
front  and  participated  in  the  following  engage- 
ments: Woodstock,Va.,  July  1,  1862;  Mt.  Jackson, 
July  3,  1862;  Cross  Keys,  Ya.,  July  8,  1862,  which 
was  the  last  battle  before  Gen.  Fremont  was  re- 
lieved; Luray,  Va.,  July  28,  1862;  Cedar  Moun- 
tains, August  8,  1862;  the  Second  Battle  of  Bull 
Run,  August  29,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  Ya.,  No- 
vember 9,  1862;  Kelly's  Ford,  Ya.,  March  17, 1863. 
In  the  last-named  battle  our  subject  had  his  horse 
shot  from  under  him.  From  July  9  to  November, 
1862,  he  served  as  Orderly  to  Gen.  Sigel,  performing 
duties  in  his  private  office  and  doing  some  scouting 
for  the  General,  twice  getting  inside  the  rebel  lines. 
He  then  fouglit  in  the  second  battle  of  Kelly's 
Ford,  April  20,  1863;  Chancellorsville,  May  4, 
1863;  Brandy  Station,  June  9,  1863;  Aldie,  Ya., 
June  17,1863;  Middleburg,  Ya.,  June  19,  1863; 
Upperville,  Ya.,  June  21,  1863;  Mt.  Jackson, 
Md.,  July  4,  1863;  Smithburg,  July  5,  1863; 
Ilagarstown,  July  6,  1863;  Boonsboro,  July  8, 
1863;  Jones  Cross  Roads,  July  10,  11,  12  and  13, 
1863;  Culpeper,  Ya.,  September  13,  1863;  Rajfi- 
dan  Station,  September  14,  1863;  Barbers  Cross 
Roads,  Ya.,  September  1,  1863;  Sulphur  Springs, 
October  12,  1863;  Auburn  Mills,  Ya.,  October  14, 
1863;  Bristol  Station,  Ya.,  October  15,  1863;  Mine 
Run,  Ya.,  November  29,  1863;  Custer's  Raid, 
February  28,  1864;  Todd's  Tavern,  May  5,  6,  7 
and  8,1864;  Richmond  Raid,  from  May  9  to  the 
25th,  1864;  Enon  Church,  Ya.,  May  28,  1864; 
Travilian  raid,  from  May  6th  to  June  29,  1864; 
at  St.  Maiy 's  Church  he  had  a  horse  shot  from  under 
him,  June  24,  1864;  Malvern  Hills,  June  28,  1864; 
the  second  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  in  1864;  Wel- 
don  Railroad,  July  21,  1864;  Davis,  October  1, 
1864;  Boyton  Plank  Road,  September  30,  1864; 
Boyton  Plank  Road,  number  two,  Ya.,  October  27, 
1864;  Stony  Creek  Station,  Ya.,  December  2j  1864 


Hatchie's  Run,  Ya.,  December  9  and  10,  1864; 
Muckneck  Bridge,  Ya.,  February  5,  1865;  Hatchie's 
Run,  Ya.,  February  6,  1865.  He  participated  in 
the  battle  at  Dinwiddle  Courthouse,  April  6,  1865, 
where  another  horse  was  shot  which  he  was  riding. 
Jeter ville,  April  4;  Jones  Cross  Roads,  April  5; 
Harper's  Farm,  April  6;  Farmville,  April  7,  1865. 
He  w^as  at  Appomattox  Courthouse,  April  9,  1865, 
and  saw  the  white  flag  when  it  was  first  raised. 

Not  only  did  Mr.  French  serve  with  valor  in 
the  many  hard-fought  engagements  above  enumer- 
ated, but  his  efficiency  received  merited  recogni- 
tion and  while  he  entered  the  service  in  the  ranks 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the 
war  as  Commissary-Sergeant.  After  peace  was  de- 
clared, our  subject  served  three  months  in  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau  and  on  returning  to  Ohio  and 
resuming  his  trade,  found  that  his  hard  service 
had  unfitted  him  for  carpenter  work.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  learning  the  harness- 
maker's  trade  which  he  followed  for  the  succeed- 
ing fifteen  years,  most  of  the  time  being  employed 
by  the  Goshen  Ohio  Harness  Company.  He  came 
to  Otsego  in  March,  1883,  and  located  on  a  farm 
in  Otsego  Township.  He  has  recently  moved  to 
the  village  but  still  superintends  the  operation  of 
his  fine  tract  of  land. 

Thomas  E.  French  was  married,  April  6,  1870, 
to  Miss  Esther  C.  Slireve,  of  Ohio.  She  died  in 
1877,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children:  Alice  who 
is  deceased;  Enoch  J.,  Albert  M.  and  Carrie  M. 
Our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  his  wife 
on  that  occasion  being  Delora  Otto,  a  native  of 
this  State  and  the  daughter  of  George  D.  and  Ger- 
trude Otto,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New 
York.  Her  parents  came  to  Michigan  in  1844 
and  located  in  Otsego  Township,  Allegan  County, 
purchasing  a  wild  farm.  The  family  walked  all 
the  way  from  Saugatuck.  The  father  died  in  1879, 
when  seventy-six  years  old;  the  mother  is  still 
living.  By  that  marriage  were  born  four  children . 
They  were  among  the  earl}^  pioneers  coming  into 
the  wilderness  and  did  their  share  toward  giving 
to  posterity  the  broad  acres  which  now  blossom 
like  the  rose. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
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the  Republic.  He  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Otsego 
Township  in  1891  and  is  efficiently  filling  that 
responsible  position.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  for 
the  past  thirty  years.  Mr.  French  owns  a  good 
farm  in  Trowbridge  Township,  this  county,  and  is 
a  gentleman  whose  love  of  truth  and  justice  has 
made  for  him  warm  and  stanch  friends  in  this 
community. 


THOMAS  BENTON  DUTCHER.  This  en- 
terprising gentleman  was  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Moore  &  Dutcher,  proprietors  of  a 
gristmill,  which  was  destro3^ed  by  fire  in  July, 
1891.  Their  mill  was  located  at  Douglas,  Allegan 
County,  and  since  the  above  date  our  subject  has 
been  engaged  in  closing  up  his  extensive  business 
interests.  Mr.  Dutcher  has  done  an  immense  lum- 
ber business  for  the  past  thirty  years,  residing  at 
different  times  in  Muskegon;  Dennison,  Tex.,  and 
Chicago.  In  1880  he  came  to  Douglas,  where  he 
established  a  gristmill.  The  firm  did  a  prosper- 
ous business,  their  grade  of  flour  being  in  demand 
throughout  the  county. 

Mr.  Dutcher  of  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  Will 
iam  F.  and  Lucinda  (Detrich)  Dutcher,  natives  of 
Pike  County,  Pa.,  where  our  subject  was  born 
December  5,  1836.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Chicago  and  two  years  later  came  to  Allegan 
County,  where  the  father  engaged  m  the  lumber 
business.  Young  Thomas  assisted  his  parents  in 
various  enterprises  until  starting  out  in  life  to  do 
for  himself.  He  attributes  to  his  estimable  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  married,  August  20,  1857,  a  large 
share  of  his  success  m  life.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  A. 
(Steward)  Cline,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania. 

To  our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  has  been 
born  a  family  of  three  children:  George  L.,  who 
was  born  May  31,  1859,  is  married  to  Ada  E.  Por- 
ter, and  resides  in  Douglas,  where  he  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Dutcher  (feSon;  he  has  two  children: 
Florence  I.  and  Thomas  Benton.     Florence  May, 


the  second  child,  was  born  November  17,  1864. 
Leah  Bell  was  born  August  3,  1871.  Both  daugh- 
ters remain  at  home  with  their  parents. 

As  has  before  been  mentioned,  our  subject  has 
been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  the  past 
thirty  years  and  is  ranked  among  the  well-to-do 
and  respected  citizens  of  Allegan  County.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  Dutchess  Lodge,  No.  193,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  which  he  has  been  Past  Worshipful  Master.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Allegan  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,and 
with  his  family  is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to 
present  the  sketch  of  so  worthy  a  citizen  of  the 
county  as  the  gentleman  whose  name  we  place  at 
the  head  of  this  biography. 


/^^  IMON  HARNDEN,  a  farmer  on  section  7, 
^^^  Allegan  Township,  Allegan  Countj^,  is  the 
|i\/jl^  possessor  of  forty  acres  of  good  land.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  1852,  and  stopped 
for  a  short  time  in  Ionia  County;  he  lived  in 
Hillsdale  County  two  years  and  then  came  to 
this  count}',  living  in  Pine  Plains  for  awhile  and, 
m  1866,  came  to  this  township  and  purchased  his 
present  farm.  He  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  3,  1818.  Samuel  and  Asenath 
(Highley)  Ilarnden,  natives  of  New  York,  were  the 
parents  of  our  subject.  The  father  was  a  boot  and 
shoemaker  and  lived  and  died  in  New  York.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  held  the  office  of  Post- 
master, and  was,  in  religion,  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church.  He  was  the  parent  of  five  chil- 
dren.    En  OS  and  our  subject  are  now  living. 

Simon  Harnden  received  his  education  in  his 
native  count}^  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker, 
which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
East  and  also  since  coming  to  Michigan.  He  was 
Trustee  of  the  village  of  Port  Bj^ron,  in  his  native 
county.  He  was  married,  in  1841,  to  Manetta  Har- 
rington, the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Emily 
(Mentor)  Harrington,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Harrington  was  a  carriagemaker,  and  later  in 
life  removed  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
followed   his  trade   until  death.    His  good  wife 
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bore  him  five  children:  Almira  (Mrs.  Harnden) 
and  Calista  (Mrs.  Storey)  are  now  living.  He  was 
a  Whig  in  politics. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  happy  parents 
of  eight  children,  all  living,  whose  record  is  as 
follows:  Almira,  now  Mrs.  George  Whitney,  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Laura  and  Glenn;  Romain 
married  Mary  Peet  and  is  the  father  of  two  sons, 
Lester  and  Clarence;  Lucy  married  Robert  Mc 
Queen  and  they  have  eight  children,  John,  Willie, 
Alice,  James,  Grover,  Nellie,  Martin  and  Charles; 
Sophia,  Mrs.  Howard  Powers,  has  become  the 
mother  of  two  daughters.  Belle  and  Mina;  Lester 
married  Carrie  Rich,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  to  them.  Rich,  and  Elma;  Alice,  Mrs.  Bliss, 
has  two  children,  Roy  and  Rhoda;  Charles  is  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Battle  Creek,  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Bliss  being  his  partner,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bliss  &  Harnden;  Emily,  Mrs.  August 
Swedberg,  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Alice.  Mr. 
Swedberg  is  an  editor  at  Battle  Creek.  Mr.  Harn- 
den, of  whom  we  write,  has  a  fine  home  with  all 
modern  conveniences  and  does  a  general  farming 
business  on  his  place,  in  which  he  is  quite  success- 
ful.    He  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party. 


|^^^EV.  SAMUEL  M.  FOWLER,  a  minister  of 
|l^  the  Christian  Church,  residing  at  No.  507  Elm 
Street,  Kalamazoo,  was  born  in  Riga,  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.,  July  17,  1817.  His  par- 
ents were  Abel  and  Mary  (Eddy)  Fowler,  the 
former  a  native  of  South  Kingston,  R.  I.,  and  the 
latter  of  Wallingford,  Vt.,  where  their  marriage 
was  celebrated.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer, 
and  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Plattsbu)'g.  The  family  is  of  English 
lineage  and  descended  from  Guy  Fawkes,  of  Eng- 
lish history.  Prof.  O.  S.  Fowler,  the  celebrated 
phrenologist,  was  also  of  the  same  family,  and  Com- 
modore Perry  was  a  second  cousin  to  Abel  Fowler. 
Our  subject  was  the  fourth  of  six  children,  five 
of  whom  arc  yet  living.  One,  Mrs.  Wooster  resides 
in  this  State.  Until  the  age  of  twenty-two  our 
subject  remained  at  home.     His  mother  died  when 


he  was  ten  years  old  but  her  Christian  teachings 
have  never  been  forgotten.  In  winter  seasons  he 
attended  school  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
the  following  year  he  began  teaching,  which  he 
followed  through  four  winter  terms.  He  afterward 
attended  a  private  school  and  by  home  study  made 
himself  a  well-educated  man.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  joined  the  church  and  read  a  number  of 
theological  works.  He  seemed  drawn  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  be- 
gan preaching.  Failing  health  led  him  to  visit  a 
brother  living  in  Wheatland,  Hillsdale  County, 
Mich.,  and,  attending  meeting  the  Sunday  after  his 
arrival  when  the  Class-leader  announced  that  the 
minister  was  absent,  Mr.  Fowler  seemed  called 
upon  to  speak.  Taking  for  his  text,  "What  shall  it 
profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose 
his  own  soul,''  he  spoke  earnestly  and  eloquently 
and  was  again  called  upon  to  preach  several  times 
before  returning  to  New  York.  Here  he  formed 
the  determination  to  make  his  life  work  that  of 
the  ministry  and  several  times  told  the  gospel 
message  in  the  old  stone  church  in  Sweden  and 
Ogden,  of  which  the  parents  of  Frances  E.  Wil- 
lard  were  members.  Subsequently,  he  again  en- 
gaged in  teaching  and  then  after  another  serious 
illness  he  attended  the  Whitesboro  Academy,  his 
preceptor  being  the  noted  Abolitionist,  Beriah 
Green.  The  following  year  he  began  preaching, 
and  for  six  months  afterward  received  |25  per 
month.  He  took  charge  of  the  church  in  Lester,  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,and  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  Christian  Church  in  October,  1841,  Elder  Joseph 
Badger  preaching  the  ordination  sermon,  while 
Elder  C.  A.  Morrison,  Jesse  E.  Church,  Stephen 
Fellows  and  S.  L.  Pervier  were  the  ordination 
council. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fowler  was  married  in  Lester,  July  10, 
1842,  to  Miss  Rosetta,  eldest  child  of  Jonathan 
and  Eunice  (Bowman)  Ta inter.  Unto  them  have 
been  born  the  following  children:  S.  Mills, a  medi- 
cal practitioner,  of  Gainesville,  Tex.;  Samuel,  who 
served  through  the  war;  Abel  B.,  who  was  also  in 
the  service,  and  Eunice  Rosalia,  wife  of  James  B. 
Moore,  of  Oshawa,  Ontario,  Canada.  They  now 
reside  in  Kalamazoo. 

After  a  year's  labor  in  Lester,  Rev.  Mr.  Fowler 
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engaged  in  preaching  in  Niagara  County,  and  his 
next  location  was  in  Pekin,  after  which  he  spent 
two  years  in  Ontario  County,  and  a  year  in  Barry, 
Orleans  County,  holding  successful  revivals  at 
those  places.  He  then  engaged  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan as  a  missionary  and  in  October,  1849,  johied 
Elder  J.  8.  White  in  Centerville,  St.  Joseph  County, 
who  had  been  sent  out  two  years  before.  He 
worked  with  him  one  year  and  then  came  to  Brady 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  Dr.  Ezra 
Smith,  a  preacher  and  medical  practitioner,  was 
located.  He  held  a  number  of  revival  services 
and  in  July,  1850,  located  in  Brady  Township, 
where  he  organized  a  church.  The  next  winter  he 
went  to  Leroy,  where  he  preached  for  two  years, 
and  in  1853  removed  to  Grand  Prairie,  where 
another  church  was  organized.  In  1854  he  re- 
moved to  the  city  of  Jackson  and  preached  there 
two  years.  He  returned  in  the  fall  of  1855  to  his 
farm  in  Grand  Prairie,  and  resided  there  a  year. 
In  December,  1856,  Rev.  Mr.  Fowler  went  to  New- 
market, Canada,  where  he  preached  for  two  years 
and  also  held  protracted  meetings.  On  his  return 
to  Michigan,  owing  to  earnest  solicitation,  he  be- 
came the  financial  agent  of  the  Michigan  Central 
College  at  Spring  Arbor,  and  his  wife  became  ma- 
tron of  the  ladies'  department.  They  were  con- 
nected with  the  school  for  a  j^ear,  during  which 
time  Mr.  Fowler  was  continually  preaching,  and 
then  returned  to  the  old  farm  on  Grand  Prairie  in 
the  fall  of  1860.  Sickness  soon  afterward  pros- 
trated him  and  for  two  or  three  years  he  was  not 
able  to  either  read  or  study.  About  1863  he  had 
a  charge  at  Watson,  Allegan  County,  where  he 
preached  every  two  weeks  for  about  four  years. 
His  two  sons  had  joined  the  country's  service  and 
hence  the  heavy  burden  devolved  upon  his  wife. 
In  1869  he  returned  to  Oshawa,  Ontario  County, 
Canada,  where  he  again  preached  for  two  and  a 
half  years  and  then  went  back  to  his  old  church  m 
Newmarket.  We  find  him  in  Kalamazoo  in  the 
fall  of  1872  and  the  following  spring  he  purchased 
his  present  home  but  returned  to  Oshawa,  Canada, 
once  more  assuming  the  duties  as  minister  of  the 
church  at  that  place.  Subsequently,  he  spent  one 
winter  in  Florida,  then  for  some  time  had  no  reg- 
ular work  until  September,  1890,  when  a  few  fam- 


ilies were  organized  into  the  Christian  Church  at 
Kalamazoo,  Rev.  Mr.  Chase,  now  Governor  of  In- 
diana, assisting  in  the  work.  In  April,  1891,  the 
church  was  organized  and  Mr.  Fowler  preached 
part  of  the  time  until  August,  1891,  when  he  was 
given  full  charge.  There  is  now  a  membership  of 
sixty  and  the  church  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Rev.  Mr.  Fowler  was  identified  with  the  first  Chris- 
tian Church  organized  in  the  county  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Washingtonian  Society,  the  first 
temperance  organization.  He  lectured  on  that 
subject  and  also  against  slavery,  of  which  he  was 
a  bitter  opponent.  Although  now  well  advanced 
in  years,  Mr.  Fowler  yet  labors  on.  He  is  tall  and 
of  fine  address,  his  sermons  show  much  thought 
and  his  earnest  work  is  resulting  in  much  good.  A 
noble,  upright  life  has  he  led  and  the  confidence 
and  high  regard  of  the  entire  community  are  given 
him. 

RS.  MARY  V.  FORBES.  This  higlily- 
respected  and  intelligent  old  lad}^  is  an 
early  settler  of  Allegan  County,  and  can 
relate  many  an  interesting  tale  of  pioneer 
life,  as  its  hardships  as  well  as  adventures  have 
made  a  lasting  impression  upon  her  mind.  She  has 
a  very  pleasant  home  in  Plain  well,  and  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Capt.  Dj^ckman,  resides  with  her. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject  was  Mary 
Voice,  and  her  native  place,  Hampshire,  England, 
where  her  birth  occurred  August  31,  1812.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  England,  and  bore  the 
names  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Vick)  Voke.  They 
came  to  America  in  1832,  the  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  occupying  seven  long  weeks.  They  first 
located  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  boat-builder.  Later,  however, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  farming  near  Hartland,  about  sixty  miles  from 
Rochester.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  m 
Chili,  N.  Y.,  in  1874,  after  having  passed  his  eighty- 
fourth  birthday;  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  same 
place  and  same  year,  when  eighty-six  years  of  age. 
They  had  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  living 
at  the  present  time. 

Mrs.  Forbes,  of  this  sketch,  was  given  a  good 
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education,  attending  the  schools  of  Portsmouth, 
England.  She  married,  January  1,  1836,  John 
Robinson,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
born  I>ecember  19,  1805.  When  about  nineteen 
years  of  age,  Mr.  Robinson  removed  to  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  where  lie  worked  at  his  trade  of  a  wood- 
turner. In  1836,  soon  after  their  marriage,  the 
young  couple  came  West  to  Michigan,  and  located 
in  Allegan,  Allegan  County,  when  there  were  only 
a  few  shanties  scattered  about.  He  put  up  a  turn- 
ing lathe  in  Streeter's  sawmill,  and  worked  there 
the  following  summer,  but  later  exchanged  his 
property  for  a  farm  in  Gun  Plain,  whither  he  re- 
moved. The  improvements  on  his  place  were 
meager,  but  with  his  characteristic  industry,  he 
soon  brought  it  to  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  made  his  home  there  for  nine  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there 
for  three  years,  when  he  came  back  to  the  Plains, 
and  in  1850  removed  to  Kalamazoo  Count3%  where 
he  lived  until  his  death,  which  sad  event  occurred 
in  1854. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: John  v.,  who  was  born  June  30,  1837,and  died 
May  26,  1874,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  children; 
George  J.,  who  is  in  a  bank  atPetoskej^,  this  State, 
and  Mary  A.,  who  resides  with  her  mother  in  Alle- 
gan. Julia  A.  was  born  March  4,  1840,  married 
David  Wing,  November  6,  1861,  and  died  Maj^  25, 
1867,  leaving  two  daughters,  Marj^  E.  and  Minnie 
M.,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  Mary  dying  May 
16,  1865,  and  the  latter  daughter,  March  7,  1866. 
George  B.  Robinson  was  born  January  28,  1848, 
and  passed  from  this  life  November  29,  1880.  He 
was  a  finely-cultured  gentleman,  having  been  edu- 
cated in  the  Kalamazoo  High  School,  and  later 
took  a  course  in  the  Business  College  of  Detroit. 
He  was  Cashier  in  the  bank  at  Allegan,  of  which 
he  was  the  founder,  and  served  as  clerk  in  the 
County  Recorder's  office  at  Kalamazoo.  In  1878 
he  went  to  Colorado,  and  was  engaged  in  building 
stores  at  Leadville.  He  was  elected  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Colorado  on  the  Republican  ticket  in 
1880,  but  was  accidentally  shot  before  qualify- 
ing. 

In  1856  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  to 
John  Forbes,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated 


to  America  in  1834.  He  located  in  Gun  Plain  at 
an  early  day,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
valuable  tract  of  land,  and  later  removed  to  Kala- 
mazoo. They  removed  from  Kalamazoo  to  Plain- 
well  in  1866,  where  they  were  residing  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Forbes,  which  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1889.  Mrs.  Forbes  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a  lady  greatly  esteemed 
for  her  many  good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart, 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  (Robinson)  Wing,  the  second  child 
of  our  subject,  and  the  widow  of  David  Wing,  was 
married,  January  14,  1879,  to  Capt.  B.  H.  Dyck- 
man,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York.  He  came  to 
Michigan  many  years  ago,  and  made  his  home  for 
some  time  in  Iowa;  he  also  resided  at  South  Haven 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  died  November  19, 1889. 
During  the  Cival  War  he  was  Captain  of  Company 
A,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  enlisting  in  1861,  and 
serving  until  1864,  during  which  time  he  engaged 
in  many  hard-fought  battles.  His  death  was  the 
result  of  the  exposures  to  which  he  was  subjected 
while  in  the  army.  Mrs.  Dyckman  is  a  very  cult- 
ured lady,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Phipps'  Female 
Seminary,  at  Albion,  N.  Y.,  where,  in  addition  to 
other  studies,  she  took  a  thorough  course  in  litera- 
ture and  music,  and  is  thus  highly  accomplished. 
She  makes  her  home  with  her  mother,  where  they 
entertain  a  large  circle  of  admiring  friends. 


\f  AMES  GARDNER.  In  presenting  the  bio- 
graphical notice  of  the  career  of  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Ganges  Township,  Allegan 
County,  and  a  gentleman  who  is  thoroughly 
representative  of  its  progressive  element,  we  deem 
it  our  duty  to  first  briefly  advert  to  the  life  of 
those  from  whom  he  draws  his  origin.  He  is  the 
son  of  Matliew  and  Euphemia  (Dalzell)  Gardner, 
both  natives  of  Scotland.  The  father  was  there 
reared  on  a  farm  and  followed  agriculture  all  his 
life  being  also  Land  Agent  in  that  country.  He  was 
married  when  quite  young  to  Euphemia  Dalzell, 
a  daughter  of  Robert  Dalzell,  a  descendant  of  the 
noted  Dalzells  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Gardner  was  a 
widely-known  man  and  held  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  Land  Valuator.     He  died   at  the  ripe  old 
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age  of  ninety  years.  His  life  companion  passed 
away  some  years  previous  to  tiis  death. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Lanarkshire,  Scotland, 
born  in  1830,  and  is  one  of  fifteen  children  born 
to  his  parents,  all  of  whom  have  died  but  our  sub- 
ject and  his  brother  Alexander,  a  minister  and  a 
resident  of  Scotland.  At  the  early  age  of  sixteen 
years,  James  Gardner  was  graduated  from  the  High 
School  and  Academy  at  Carodiss.  He  was  after 
this  bound  to  a  Land  Agent  four  years.  He  then 
went  to  England,  where  he  was  Land  Agent  over 
large  estates  eleven  years.  In  1859  he  set  sail  for 
America  and  landed  in  Canada,  at  Port  Hope, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  eight 
years.  In  1865  he  came  to  the  United  States,  com- 
ing direct  to  this  township,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. Having  |5,000  when  coming  to  this 
country  enabled  him  to  make  a  good  start  in 
life.  He  was  engaged  in  lumbering  for  many 
years  in  Kalamazoo  and  now  owns  nearly  a  fourth 
interest  in  the  Douglas  Basket  Factory.  In  real 
estate,  our  subject  owns  six  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Ganges  Township,  three  hundred  of  which  are 
improved  and  about  sixty  acres  in  fruit.  He  also 
owns  over  Iwo  hundred  acres  in  Canada. 

While  residing  in  England,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  Mr.  Gardner  was  married  to  Vera 
Susan  Russell,  of  Scotland.  .  Mrs  Gardner  is  a 
dausfhter  of  William  and  Margaret  Russell  and  was 
one  of  three  children  born  to  them.  Mrs.  Gardner 
is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in 
Upper  Ward,  of  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  and  is  a  sec- 
ond cousin  of  the  Hon.  William  E.  Gladstone,  of 
England.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School 
and  the  Ladies'  Normal,  of  Glasgow.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gardner  have  come  eight  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living:  Three  died  in  infancy.  The 
living  are  named  William  R.,  Vera  S.  R.,  Jane  E. 
R.,  Robert  D.  and  George  F.  A.  Mr.  Gardner  has 
taken  great  pride  in  giving  his  children  good  edu- 
cations. Vera  is  a  graduate  of  the  Toronto  High 
School  and  studied  art  one  3^ear  in  Scotland; 
Robert  D.  is  a  law  student  in  Allegan,  and  George 
is  a  student  of  the  Douglas  High  Schools.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  Douglas.  Politically,  he  votes 
for  the  man,  irrespective  of  party  principles.     He 


belongs  to  the  Douglas  Lodge,  No.  196,  F.  &  A.  M. 
Mr.  Gardner  and  family  are  the  only  kinsmen  to 
his  brother's  large  estate  in  Scotland  and  Mrs. 
Gardner  will  soon  come  into  possession  of  a  large 
estate,  also  in  Scotland.  The  late  James  Alexander 
Gardjier  was  a  nephew  of  our  subject  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  an  advocate  in  Edinburgh. 
His  death  was  mourned  all  over  England  and  Scot- 
land and  sympathy  from  many  of  the  best  fami- 
lies of  England  and  Scotland  were  sent  to  his  aged 
father.  Mr.  Gardner  is  a  man  widely-known  for 
his  integrity,  honesty  and  uprightness,  alwaj^s 
contributing  liberally  to  every  good  cause  and 
ever  striving  for  a  suppression  of  evil. 


r' 


'RANK  J.  CLARK.  Many  of  the  business 
men  of  Lacota  are  natives  of  the  Wolver- 
ine State,  who  have  taken  their  training  and 
education  here  and  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy 
with  the  institutions,  past  history  and  future  great- 
ness of  Michigan.  They  take  pride  in  their  State 
which  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  one  who  is  an  alien 
by  birth  to  feel,  and  the}^  are  willing  to  work  for 
its  upbuilding  and  prosperity.  Among  such  we 
find  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch,  and  who  was  born  in  Geneva 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  in  1859. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Benjamin  R.  and 
Julia  E.  (Bliss)  Clark,  natives  respectively  of  Lin- 
colnshire, England,  and  New  York  State.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  1854,  and  located  west  of 
what  is  now  Lacota,  where  the  father  started  in 
the  merchandise  business.  He  continued  thus  for 
five  years,  and  then  moved  into  Lacota  and  estab- 
lished in  the  same  line  of  business,  and  which  is 
now  conducted  by  our  subject,  the  transfer  having 
been  made  in  1883.  His  business  has  been  steadily 
increasing  and  he  is  ranked  among  the  progressive 
and  well-to-do  merchants  of  Lacota.  In  1891  he 
added  the  undertaking  business  to  his  other  inter- 
ests. 

Socially,  Mr.  Clark  of  this  sketch  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is 
very  high  in  that  order.     He    has   two  brothers: 
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Herman  D.,  who  resides  in  Geneva,  this  county, 
and  Roy  Y.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  died  in  England,  while  the'  grandmother 
came  to  America  and  passed  her  last  days  in  Ge- 
neva. In  politics  Mr.  Clark  is  a  true-blue  Repub- 
lican, and  is  warmly  interested  in  all  movements 
that  have  for  their  object  the  upbuilding  of  the 
community  in  w^hich  he  makes  his  home. 


[^ 


-"'-S' 


^+^ 


VILLI  AM  MILIIAM.  Among  the  prosper- 
ous and  respected  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  we  may  mention 
the  gentleman  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
biography  and  who  is  a  resident  of  sections  11  and 
12,  Portage  Township.  His  father,  the  late  John  Mil- 
ham,  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
took  as  his  wife  Eva  Poucher,  also  a  native  of 
Columbia  County  where  she  died  in  1831.  In  the 
year  1845,  the  father  came  to  Kalamazoo  County 
and  settled  in  Kalamazoo  Township,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death  in  February,  1886.  They  had 
by  their  marriage  four  children,  all  sons,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  eldest.  The  second  wife  of 
John  Milham,the  father  of  our  subject,  was  Almira 
Rathbone,  who  was  a  native  of  York  State,  and 
bore  her  husband  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
She  died  in  this  county  in  1848.  The  father  was 
again  married,  in  Kalamazoo  County,  to  Louisa 
Anderson,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  She  passed  away  in 
November,  1866. 

William  Milham  had  his  birth  in  Claverack, 
Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  September  5,  1824.  He 
accompanied  his  father  to  this  county  and  contin- 
ued to  live  with  him  until  the  fall  of  1849,  when 
he  settled  in  Portage  Township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Our  subject  was  married  in  his 
native  town  in  April,  1849,  to  Miss  Ann  Elizabeth 
Ham,  a  native  of  the  same  place.  She  was  called 
from  earth  in  this  township  and  county  in  May, 
1862,  leaving  one  child,  Anna  E. 

The  next  marriage  of  our  subject  united  him 
with  Marietta  Root  in  this  county  in  June,  1864, 
and  in  August,  1866,  Mr.  Milham  was  again  bereft 
of  his  wife.    By  that  union  one  child  was  born  who 


died  in  infancy.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Mil- 
ham took  place  October  27,  1868,  the  lady  being 
Miss  Emma  Scudder,  a  native  of  Newton,  Fairfield 
County,  Conn.  One  child  was  born  of  this  union 
to  whom  they  gave  the  name  of  Flora  E.  Mrs. 
Milham  died  in  Portage  Township,  March  27, 1876. 
Mr.  Milham  has  made  splendid  improvements  on 
his  farm  and  owns  between  four  hundred  and  five 
hundred  acres  of  fertile  land.  He  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming  and  stock-raising  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  cattle  and  sheep,  of  which  he  keei)S  the 
best  grades.  Religiously,  Mr.  Milham  has  been 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  twenty 
years. 


■<  * \^\  ■'  f "  1^ 


^?OHN  CRISPE  is  one  of  the  well-known  and 
highly  popular  citizens  of  Gun  Plain  Town- 
^^^  ship,  Allegan  County,  of  which  he  has  been 
^<^^J  Supervisor  for  five  j^ears.  He  is  the  pioneer 
druggist  of  Plain  well  and  bears  also  an  enviable 
record  as  a  gallant  soldier  during  the  late  war. 
Mr.  Crispe  is  a  native  of  .England,  being  born  in 
Sutton  Valance,  Kent  County,  June  4,  1839.  He 
was  the  son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Crispe,  na- 
tives of  England,  where  the  father  was  a  farmer 
and  also  a  miller.  He  carried  on  a  bakery  in  con- 
nection with  his  mills  for  a  time.  He  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  America,  February  25,  1851,  lo- 
cating at  first  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  November, 
1854,  he  came  to  Plain  well,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred August  21,  1888,  when  he  was  eighty-seven 
years  old.  The  mother  died  January  7,  1884,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  was  twelve  years 
old  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  with  his  parents, 
the  voyage  occupying  thirty  days.  He  had  at- 
tended school  before  leaving  England  and  was 
also  a  student  while  residing  in  Cleveland,.  Ohio. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  learning  the  milling 
business  at  Otsego,  Mich.,  following  it  for  three 
years  and  nine  months.  When  the  Civil  War  broke 
out,  he  was  the  first  man  in  the  township  to  enroll 
his  name,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  a  defect 
in   his  eyesight.     In   1863,  however,  in  December, 
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he  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry  under 
Col.  Stockton.  He  was  enrolled  as  a  private,  but 
was  promoted  to  be  Second  Duty  Sergeant  before 
leaving  the  State.  He  served  all  during  the  cele- 
brated Morgan  Raid,  traveling  night  and  day,  for 
five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  miles,  after  that 
wily  rebel,  and  was  greatly  pleased  to  be  present  at 
his  capture  and  to  see  him  disarmed.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  at  Hickman's  Bridge,  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  having  a  lively  skirmish 
at  Treflets  Bridge  and  defeating  Morgan  at  Buffing- 
ton's  Island.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville 
under  Burnside,  and  followed  Longstreet  to  Bull's 
Gap.  They  were  then  ordered  back  to  Knoxville, 
where  they  left  their  horses  and  footed  it  back 
across  the  mountains  to  Camp  Nelson,  Ky.  Here 
they  were  mounted  again  and  sent  back  to  Chat- 
tanooga and  from  there  went  South  and  came  up 
with  Sherman's  army  at  Resaca.  They  accom- 
panied Sherman  to  Atlanta  and  were  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Jonesboro,  after  which  they  were 
under  Thomas  in  the  battles  of  Columbia  and 
Franklin.  Mr.  Crispe  was  discharged  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  September  22,  1865,  being  mustered  out  as 
First  Sergeant  of  his  company.  He  played  the 
part  of  a  gallant  soldier  during  the  entire  war,  and 
looks  back  with  much  pleasure  to  his  interesting 
experiences  while  fighting  for  his  adopted  country. 

When  his  services  were  no  longer  needed  in  the 
field,  Mr.  Crispe  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  peace, 
and  coming  to  Plainwell  engaged  for  a  short  time 
in  the  livery  business.  In  February,  1867,  he 
started  the  first  drug  store  established  in  Plainwell, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  that  business  ever  since. 
He  was  married,  February  7, 1867,  to  Miss  Amanda 
Mesick,  a  native  of  Columbia ville,  N.  Y.,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1857.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Minnie,  Guy  and  Cherry,  all  of  whom 
are  deceased. 

Mr.  Crispe  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Lincoln.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to 
district  and  congressional  conventions,  and  also 
to  the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1888. 
He  was  Treasurer  of  his  township  for  five  years, 
and  in  January,  1877,  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
serving  for  ten  years  and  three  months.  In  April, 
1886,  he  was  elected    Supervisor,  which  office  he 


has  held  ever  since.  He  has  also  served  as  County 
Commissioner  and  was  a  membei*  of  the  committee 
under  whose  supervision  the  new  courthouse  was 
built.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He  occupies  a  fine  residence  and 
holds  an  influential  position  in  the  community. 


O^ 


<|  j^ILLIAM  D.  HALL.  Among  the  farmers 
\rJ//  and  representative  men  of  Casco  Town- 
^^^  ship,  Allegan  County,  we  are  gratified  to 
present  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  forty  acres  of  very  highly  improved  land 
on  section  22,  and  its  fertile  soil  yields  him  in  re- 
turn for  his  labors  abundant  harvests.  We  find 
him,  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years,  starting  out  for 
himself  in  the  world.  He  remained  three  years 
with  a  brother-in-law,  assisting  on  the  farm,  then 
learned  the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  but  not  liking 
that  occupation  soon  gave  it  up.  The  next  four- 
teen years  he  worked  at  cigar-making  at  Higgins- 
ville,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he  then  worked 
for  the  same  length  of  time  on  the  Erie  Canal, 
between  Buffalo  and  New  York  City. 

While  yet  in  his  native  county,  in  1862,  our 
subject  married  Miss  Mar}^  E.  Blackman,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Belscher)  Black- 
man.  Mr.  Blackman  was  a  native  of  England,  who 
was  born  November  28,1802,and  accidentally  killed 
while  clearing  a  part  of  his  farm,  August  22, 
1845.  His  good  wife  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  August  1,  1808,  and  died  March  14,  1884. 
Mrs.  Hall  is  one  of  three  children  born  to  her  par- 
ents, the  other  two  being  named  William  H.  (de- 
ceased) and  Ann  M.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  three 
children  have  been  born:  Cora,  wife  of  Judson 
Bailey;  Alasco  H.,  and  Elbridge  W. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Hall  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  in 
Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  New 
York  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. He  was  soon  afterward  discharged  for  disa- 
bility, but  in  1863  re-enlisted  in  Company  E, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth  New  York  Infan- 
try.    He  was   in  the  Reserve  Corps  at  Wheeling, 
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W.  Ya.,  and  there,  in  1865,  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. He  is  a  member  of  Zach  Chandler  Post, 
No.  35,  (t.  a.  R.,  at  South  Haven,  Van  Bur  en 
County,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge, 
of  South  Haven.  Politically,  he  is  an  adherent  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

The  parents  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
were  George  F.  and  Catherine  Hall.  The  former 
was  born  near  Quebec,  Canada,  June  26,  1806,  and 
the  latter  is  a  native  of  the  same  place,  born  in 
1807.  George  F.  Hall  passed  his  boyhood  days 
in  the  city  of  Quebec,  as  his  father  was  a  hatter 
and  ran  a  large  store  in  connection  with  his  manu- 
factory. On  October  15,  1832,  Mr.  Hall  was 
united  in  marriage  with  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Lilliott,  but  in 
about  two  years  he  had  to  flee  to  the  United  States, 
as  he  took  part  with  the  United  States  in  a  Gov- 
ernment difficulty.  He  at  once  located  at  Boon- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  and  took  a  contract  to  build  a  portion 
of  the  Black  River  Canal.  In  three  years  his 
family  joined  him  in  Boonville;  they  now  reside 
in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  engaged  in 
farming,  but  now  is  retired  from  active  labor. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Republican,  and  religiously,  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  son  of 
George  F.  Hall,  a  native  of  England,  who  emi- 
grated to  Canada,  in  an  early  day. 


,ELOS  W.  HARE.  No  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  has  a  nobler  record 
for  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country  during 
the  late  war,  and  for  true  bravery  and  excellent 
soldiership,  than  Delos  W.  Hare,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Otsego  Township.  He  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Allegan  County, 
and  is  especially  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  agriculture  in  this  region  for 
the  great  influence  he  has  exercised  in  shaping  the 
course  of  sheep-breeding,  not  onl}^  here  but  else- 
where, by  the  introduction  of  a  superior  breed  of 
that  animal,  the  Delaine-Merino,  which  is  famous 
throuo^hout  the  countrv. 


Mr.  Hare  was  born  in  Schoharie  Township, 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  October  30,  1837. 
Steven  and  Elizabeth  (Caniff)  Hare,  natives  re- 
spectively of  New  York  and  Canada,  were  his  par- 
ents. His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and, 
coming  to  Michigan  in  1853,  was  thereafter  a  resi- 
dent of  Otsego  Township  until  his  death  in  1871, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  In  early  manhood 
he  had  been  prominent  in  the  New  York  State 
Militia,  and  held  both  a  major's  and  lieutenant- 
colonel's  commission  in  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belonged.  He  was  a  prominent  and  influential 
citizen  of  his  county,  and  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  died  strong 
in  the  faith.  The  Hare  family  originated  in  Ger- 
many. William  Hare,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  carried  on  farming,  and  eventually  died, 
served  in  the  War  of  1812  with  two  of  his  sons. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1868,  aged  forty- 
eight  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  children  born  to 
his  parents,  all  of  whom  are  living.  He  was 
reared  in  the  city  of  Rochester  from  the  time  he 
was  eight  years  old  until  he  was  fifteen  and  was 
educated  in  its  schools.  When  he  was  thirteen 
years  old,  he  began  to  work  in  one  of  the 
nurseries  of  Rochester  during  the  summer,  con- 
tinuing his  education  m  the  winters.  He  was 
sixteen  years  old  when  he  accompanied  the  family 
in  their  removal  to  this  State,  and  after  coming 
here  he  worked  on  a  farm  mostly  until  1861.  In 
the  summer  of  that  year,  he  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  again  enlisted  in  Maj^, 
1863,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry,  but  the  following  September  he  was  dis- 
charged a  second  time  for  the  same  cause  that  had 
first  obliged  him  to  abandon  military  life.  Noth- 
ing daunted  by  what  he  had  previously  gone 
through,  he  again  enlisted,  June  10,  1864,  in  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  this  time  saw  the 
war  through,  serving  with  fidelity  until  after  its 
close,  receiving  his  final  discharge  June  9,  1865. 
He  gave  proof  of  his  courage  and  other  good  sol- 
di erlj^  qualities  in  several  engagements  with  the 
enemy,  the  skirmish,  in  wiiich  his  regiment  partici- 
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pated,  at  Rocky  Face,  Ga.,  being  his  first  encounter 
with  the  Confederates*  He  and  his  comrades 
fought  bravely  at  Altoona  and  Atlanta,  and  did 
good  service  when  their  regiment  was  detached 
from  Sherman's  Army  and  sent  back  to  confront 
Hood  at  Huntsville,  Ala.  They  followed  that 
noted  rebel  leader  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  down  to  Savannah,  where  he  crossed  the 
stream,  and  they  did  their  duty  nobly  in  the  bat- 
tle that  ensued  at  Henrysville,  although  eventu- 
ally obliged  to  fall  back  before  the  heavy  fire  of 
the  enemy,  until  re-enforcements  finally  came  to 
their  assistance.  After  that  our  subject  and  his 
fellow-soldiers  were  under  fire  for  twenty-one  days, 
during  which  time  they  helped  fight  the  battles  of 
Columbia,  Duck  River  Ford,  Spring  Hill,  Franklin 
and  Nashville.  Mr.  Hare  was  wounded  in  the 
right  side  with  buckshot  and  ball  at  the  engage- 
ment; at  Spring  Hill,  November  22,  1864.  His 
horse  was  shot  from  under  him  a  few  minutes 
afterward,  and,  falling  on  hira  in  his  disabled  con- 
dition, caused  the  fracture  of  his  right  hip.  His 
comrades  secured  another  horse  for  him,  and  he 
remained  on  the  field  until  the  battle  was  over,  en- 
during his  pain  with  characteristic  stoicism.  He 
was  subsequently  left  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky,,  until 
he  should  be  able  to  take  his  place  in  the  ranks 
again,  and  he  remained  there  until  the  following 
February.  He  was  so  badly  injured  that  it  was 
thought  that  he  could  not  recover,  and,  indeed,  he 
.was  reported  as  dead  at  one  time.  He  was  sent 
home  in  April,  1865,  and  it  was  three  j^ears  before 
he  was  able  to  walk,  even  with  the  aid  of  cane  and 
crutches.  He  still  carries  two  buckshots  in  his  side. 
While  in  the  service,  he  was  commissioned  Quar- 
termaster in  Georgia,  but  was  so  far  from  head- 
quarters he  was  never  mustered  in  according  to 
regulations.  He,  however,  acted  in  that  capacity 
until  sent  to  Nashville. 

Mr.  Hare  had  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Ot- 
sego Township  in  1859,  and  had  worked  out  by 
the  month  to  pay  for  it.  As  soon  as  able,  after  his 
return  from  the  South,  he  resumed  farming,  and 
now  has  his  land,  which  comprises  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  acres  on  sections  17  and  7,  in  a  fine 
condition.  He  devotes  his  farm  to  stock-raising 
purposes.     His  cattle  are  of  the  Short-horn  breed, 


while  among  his  horses  are  to  be  found  fine 'Speci- 
mens of  the  Messenger,  Mambrino  and  Clydesdale 
families.  But  Mr.  Hare  is  more  generally  known 
among  the  agriculturists  of  the  country  for  his 
success  as  a  breeder  of  the  Delaine-Merino  sheep, 
which  is  thought  by  many  to  be  the  best  breed  of 
sheep  ever  introduced  into  Michigan. 

Soon  after  he  began  farming,  Mr.  Hare  made  up 
his  mind  that  the  American-Merino  sheep  was 
best  adapted  to  this  section  of  the  country,  and  he 
determined  to  use  his  efforts  for  their  introduction. 
He  believed  that  in  time  he  would  be  able  to  pro- 
duce a  sheep  of  Merino  blood  free  from  numerous 
wrinkles,  such  as  that  variety  is  subject  to,  and  with 
long  fine  wool  free  from  grease.  He  began  by 
breeding  from  the  best  selections  that  could  be 
made,  and  thus  we  have  the  Delaine-Merinos,  a 
new  family,  formed  by  a  cross  of  the  Spanish  and 
Blacktop-Merino  breeds.  It  is  larger  than  the 
Spanish  or  Blacktop-Merino,  is  smooth-bodied, 
well-formed,  compactly-built,  and  has  a  mutton  car- 
cass, such  as  in  the  early  days  of  sheep-breeding 
would  not  have  been  expected  in  fine-wool  sheep. 
The  fleece  is  dense,  fine,  clean  and  white,  and  of  a 
length  of  three  or  four  inches  at  one  year's  growth. 
A  weight  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  to  two 
hundred  pounds  for  rams  and  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  ewes 
is  claimed  at  maturity.  Being  a  pioneer  in  the 
breeding  of  this  famous  sheep,  Mr.  Hare  has  be- 
come widely  known  among  wool-dealers,  who  anxi- 
ously seek  his  annual  clippings,  the  wool  being 
easily  recognized  among  thousands  of  others  by 
the  manufacturers  of  the  East.  He  has  sold  speci- 
mens from  his  flock,  for  breeding  purposes,  to 
many  sheep-breeders  throughout  the  country,  and 
they  can  be  found  in  almost  every  Northern  and 
Western  State.  He  annually  receives  a  large  num- 
ber of  premiums  at  the  various  fairs  wherever  his 
sheep  are  on  exhibition. 

Mr.  Hare  was  married,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Rachel 
White,  of  Gun  Plain  Township.  Her  father, 
Calvin  C.  White,  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  an 
early  pioneer  of  Southern  Michigan,  coming  hither 
in  1829,  and  locating  first  in  Kalamazoo  County. 
In  1831  he  removed  to  Gun  Plain  Township, 
and   was   one  of  the  very  first   to   settle  in  this 
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county.  He  took  up  land  from  the  Government, 
and  improved  a  farm.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1880, 
aged  seventy-seven  years  old.  His  wife  died  in 
the  fall  of  1874.  Both  were  stanch  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Hare  is 
their  only  surviving  child. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hare  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Delos  L.,  William  C,  Frank  G., 
R.  L.,  Stephen  M.,   Sarah  S.,  Elmer  J.  and  Rachel. 

Mr.  Hare  is  a  devoted  Republican,  and  has  been 
ever  since  the  days  when  he  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  has 
filled  every  chair  in  his  post,  and  has  been  Inspec- 
tor on  the  staff  of  the  Department  Commander. 


~^g» 


I^ANIEL  FALCONER,  most  generally  known 
I  )))  as  a  fruit-grower  and  nurseryman  in  Sauga- 
)^!^  tuck  Township,  Allegan  Countj^,  is  also  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  landed  possessions  include 
sixty  acres,  which  are  beautifully  located  on  sec- 
tion 10.  He  is  making  a  success  of  life  and  is 
ranked  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  town- 
ship. 

Daniel  Falconer  is  the  son  of  Duncan  and  Ann 
(McGlashin)  Falconer,  natives  of  Perthshire,  Scot- 
land, where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
April,  1831.  His  father  was  a  practical  mechanic 
and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  British  Government 
for  many  years  in  the  armory.  He  was  commis- 
sioned to  go  to  Canada  in  1842,  and  was  given 
charge  of  the  Ordinance  Department  at  Toronto. 
Daniel  was  reared  in  Toronto  and  given  an  excel- 
lent education  in  the  city  schools.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching  his  majority 
when  he  started  out  to  battle  with  life  on  his  own 
account. 

In  1850  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Baker,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  one 
of  whom  is  living,  Duncan,  who  now  resides  in 
Nevada.  Mrs.  Falconer  died  October  31,  1860. 
Our  subject  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Agnes 
Sutherland,  May  1,  1861,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children :  John,  William,  Anna  M.  and  David.    His 


second  wife  passed  from  this  earth  September  10, 
1870. 

March  12,  1873,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Mary  A.  F.  Foster,  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Mary 
(Patterson)  Foster,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland 
and  Canada.  Mrs.  Falconer  was  born  in  Canada, 
February  28,  1852.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children:  James  A.,  who  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1876  and  Allen  L.,  in  1879.  They  are  both 
at  home  with  their  parents. 

In  his  political  creed,  he  believes  in  the  tenets 
of  the  Democratic  parly.  He  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker,  but  has  frequently  been  called  upon 
by  his  fellow-townsmen  tojepresent  them  in  offices 
of  public  trust.  He  has  served  efficiently  on  the 
School  Board  as  Trustee,  was  Highway  and 
Drain  Commissioner  and  is  the  present  Supervisor 
of  Saugatuck  Township.  He  was  also  Pathmaster 
for  several  years.  In  his  church  relations,  he  is 
connected  with  the  Congregational  Society.  Soci- 
ally, he  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  Saugatuck  Lodge,  No.  196,1.  O.  O.  F., 
in  which  order  he  is  Noble  Grand. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  1864  and  his 
mother  passed  away  a  few  years  later,  dying  in 
1879.  Mrs.  Falconer's  father  died  in  May,  1888. 
Her  mother  is  still  living  in  North  Branch,  La- 
peer County,  this  State. 


^s 
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ANUEL  EMETERIO,  who  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  operating  a  fine  farm  on  sec- 
tion 30,  Casco  Township,  Allegan  County, 
was  born  in  Santander,  Spain,  in 
He  is  the  son  of  Narcisco  and  Juliana 
Emeterio.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of 
Spain,  the  father  born  about  1820.  The  elder 
Mr.  Emeterio  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and 
when  quite  young  went  to  Santander  and  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  four  j^ears  to  a  baker.  When 
establishing  in  business  for  himself,  he  at  once  be- 
gan in  that  line  of  work  and  made  it  his  life  oc- 
cupation. 

Six  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  four  of  whom  are  living  in  the  United 
States.     In  1876,  the  original  of   this  sketch  sent 
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for  his  parents  to  join  liira  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The 
mother  died  a  few  years  after  locating  here,  but 
the  father  survived  to  make  his  home  with  our 
subject  in  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  1883.  The 
first  stopping-place  of  Manuel  was  in  Havana, 
Cuba,  he  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  only 
thirteen  years  of  age.  In  that  city  he  apprenticed 
himself  for  three  years  to  learn  the  cigarmaker's 
trade.  He  later  came  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  followed  the  cigar  trade  for  a  number  of  years, 
doing  a  large  business. 

In  1881  our  subject  came  to  Casco  Township, 
Allegan  County,  where  he  purchased  twenty  acres 
of  his  present  farm.  He  later  added  sixty  acres 
more,  and  by  industry  and  economy  lias  become 
the  owner  of  a  beautiful  estate.  Although  Mr. 
Emeterio  is  a  Republican  in  National  politics,  he 
reserves  the  right  to  vote  for  the  man  whom  he 
thinks  will  best  fill  the  office  in  local  affairs.  He 
is  greatly  interested  in  educational  matters  and 
has  held  numerous  offices  on  the  School  Board. 

While  m  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  and  Miss 
Alice  Lewis,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Phebe  (Hulse) 
Lewis,  were  united  in  marriage.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Emeterio  were  born  in  New  York,  where  the 
father  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter;  he  died 
when  sixty  years  of  age.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter.  Mrs. 
Emeterio  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living.  By  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  sous 
and  a  daughter,  namely:  Frank  M.,  Alice  L.  and 
Manuel  P. 


VALLACE  B.  GRIFFIN  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Allegan  County, 
being  engaged  extensively  and  success- 
fully in  the  fruit-growing  business.  He  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Griffin  &  Henry,  ex- 
tensive lumber  dealers,  and  is  also  the  manager  of 
the  Fruit  Shippers'  Packet  Line,  operating  between 
Chicago  and  Saugatuck.  He  is  the  fortunate  pos- 
sessor of  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine 
land  on   section   1,  Saugatuck  Township,  eighty 


acres  of  which  he  has  planted  in  peaches,  which 
yield  him  a  profitable  income.  The  past  season  he 
shipped  thirty  thousand  baskets  of  this  luscious 
fruit.  He  has  certainly  demonstrated  what  a  man 
can  do  who  is  industrious,  honest  and  capable. 

Wallace  Griffin  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Hannah 
(Wallace)  Griffin,  natives  of  the  State  of  New 
York  and  Virginia,  respectively.  The  parents 
moved  to  Canada  after  their  marriage,  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  Januarj^  8,  1842. 
The  father  was  a  mechanic  and  was  somewhat  in- 
clined to  move  from  place  to  place,  going  from 
Canada  to  New  York  State  when  Wallace  was  but 
an  infant  and  in  the  year  1851  he  came  to  the  State 
of  Michigan  and  settled  at  Niles.  At  Buchanan, 
this  State,  Wallace  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  machinist,  under  the  supervision  of  Capt. 
Richards,  who  was  well  known  as  a  practical  ma- 
chinist and  scientific  engineer. 

The  marriage  of  our  su]>ject  took  place  August 
1,  1861,  to  the  estimable  woman  who  has  presided 
over  his  home  for  over  thirty  years.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Mary  A.  Post,  a  daughter  of  John  N. 
Post,  of  Buchanan,  Mich.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  three  children,  only  one  of  whom  survives — 
Anna  B.,  who  is  married  to  C.  W.  Wade  and  resides 
in  Allegan  County.  A  bright  and  promising  boy, 
Willie,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  the 
other  child  died  in  infancy.  In  1866  Mr.  Griffin 
removed  to  Saugatuck  and  for  ten  years  was  in 
the  employ  of  Stockbridge  &  Co.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  their 
extensive  lumber  business  and  finally  bought  out 
Senator  Stockbridge 's  interest  in  the  firm. 

Mr.  Griffin  has  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this 
world's  goods  by  industry  and  perseverance  and, 
besides  his  farming  and  fruit-growing  operations, 
he  pays  much  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
horses.  Sociall^^  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge,  No. 
328,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  of  which  he  is  Past  Master.  Mr. 
Griffin  is  a  man  of  genial  disposition  who  makes 
many  friends  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  citi- 
zens in  the  community. 

Mr.  Griffin  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  but  he 
refers  with  pleasure  to  his  long  business  connec- 
tion with  Senator  Frank  B.  Stockbridge  (who  has 
since  been  elected  U.  S.  Senator),  and  is  proud  of 
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liis  relations  with  this  distinguished  gentleman, 
who  was  ever  a  gentleman  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity, broad  not  only  in  his  political  but  in  his 
business  views  and  worthily  represents  his  State 
in  the  census  of  the  nation. 
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EV.  JOHN  FLETCHER,  who  for  twenty- 
seven  years  has  been  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
cli  \\\  Church  at  Plain  well,  is  a  man  of  high  attain- 
^^ments.  Of  a  finely  and  delicately  balanced 
nature,  spiritually  and  morally,  he  has  always 
taken  the  highest  stand.  A  man  of  good  education 
and  address,  he  is  fitted  as  an  orator  to  per- 
fect the  good  work  that  his  example  as  a  Christian 
sets  before  his  people.  He  was  born  in  Worcester- 
shire, England,  in  1832  and  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Miles)  Fletcher,  also  natives  of  Eng- 
land. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Fletcher  of  this  sketch  fol- 
lowed farming  and  gardening,  and  with  his  family 
emigrated  to  America  in  1850,  locating  near  De- 
troit where  he  was  engaged  as  an  agriculturist. 
The  mother  died  soon  after  coming  to  the  New 
World.  She  with  her  husband  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Flet- 
cher was  a  Deacon,  and,  although  never  ordained, 
often  filled  the  pulpit  in  England.  They  became 
the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  six  are  living,  our  subject  being  the  oldest 
but  one. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Fletcher  was  some- 
what limited,  as  his  studies  were  confined  to  such 
schools  as  were  maintained  by  the  Baptist  Church 
at  that  time.  Later,  however,  he  took  a  course  in 
Birminghan,  England.  He  was  in  his  eighteenth 
year  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  America,  and  even  after  coming  to  this 
country  he  found  progress  in  an  educational  way 
rather  difficult  as  he  was  soon  after  attacked  with 
(ihills  and  fever.  When  deciding  to  become  a 
minister,  he  studied  a  great  deal  alone  and  in  1859 
was  ordained  in  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  first  charge  of  our  subject  was  at  Ceresco, 
this  State,  where  he  remained  one  year,  going 
from  that  place  to  Sturgis  and  later   to   Edwards- 


burg  and  was  engaged  in  pastoral  work  at  that 
place  when  he  enlisted  as  Chaplain  in  the  Ninth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  in  August,  1864.  He  saw  a 
year's  hard  service  in  the  Army,  marching  with 
his  regiment  to  the  sea  and  through  the  Carolinas. 
Our  subject  was  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Kilpatrick  on  the  march  to  sea,  and'  relates  that 
when  within  four  miles  of  Savannah,  Gen.  Kil- 
patrick, under  the  direction  of  Sherman,  was  sent 
to  open  communication  with  the  fleet  and  notify 
them  that  the  army  had  arrived.  On  this  occasion 
the  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry  was  selected  to  ac- 
compan}''  the  General.  Mr.  Fletcher  remained 
with  his  regiment  a  few  months  after  hostilities 
ceased  and  received  his  final  discharge  at  Jackson, 
Michigan,  in  August,  1865. 

After  the  war,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher  accepted,  a 
call  to  Plain  well  and  has  been  the  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  society  here  since  that  time.  A  small 
church  was  in  the  course  of  construction  at  the 
time  of  his  coming  here  and  services  were  held  in 
the  upper  room  of  a  schoolhouse.  The  society  has 
greatly  prospered  under  his  care  and  has  increased 
until  it  is  now  one  of  the  strongest  to  be  found  in 
any  village  of  like  size  in  the  State.  He  has  re- 
cently entered  upon  his  twenty -seventh  year  as 
pastor  and  during  that  long  period  has  been  exceed- 
ingly faithful  to  the  discharge  of  every  duty  and 
is  greatly  beloved  by  his  congregation. 

Our  subject  filled  the  pulpit  for  a  short  time  in 
the  "E"  Street  Church  in  Washington,  D.  C,  whi- 
ther he  had  received  a  call  to  act  as  pastor  and 
while  considering  the  matter  the  people  of  Plain - 
well  called  a  public  meeting  and  presented  to 
Mr.  Fletcher  a  petition,  bearing  the  names  of  all 
the  prominent  citizens,  regardless  of  religious 
creed,  beseeching  him  to  remain  with  them,  which 
he  did.  Since  first  entering  upon  his  work  here, 
he  has  preached  seven  ty-nine  hundred  and 
seventy  regular  sermons,  officiated  at  eleven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  funerals,  performed  four 
hundred  and  three  marriage  ceremonies  and  bap- 
tized three  hundred  and  eighteen  persons. 

Besides  his  duties  as  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Flet- 
cher devotes  considerable  attention  to  the  publi- 
cation of  leaflets  and  pamphlets.  He  was  first 
married,  in  1858,  to  Miss  Alia  H.  Ladd,  who  died 
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at  Plain  well,  January  2,  1886,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  W. 
and  Celinda  S.  Eadd.  She  was  an  exemplary  and 
faithful  Christian  and  whatever  she  did  it  was  a 
lifelong  principle  with  her  to  do  well.  She  was 
endowed  with  superior  social  qualities  and  her 
presence  in  the  sick-room  was  always  an  inspira- 
tion and  a  comfort. 

January  14,  1887,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Taylor,  who  was  born  near  Bristol,  Eng- 
land. She  was  the  daughter  of  William  S.  and 
Christina  Taylor.  Her  father  died  in  England  and 
the  mother  with  her  family  emigrated  to  America 
in  1852,  locating  near  Ceresco,  Calhoun  County, 
this  State.  She  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  in  Lansing.  Mrs.  Fletcher  was  educated  at 
Battle  Creek  and  later  became  a  compositor  in  the 
office  of  her  brother  who  was  publisher  of  a  paper 
at  Charlotte,  this  State.  She  went  to  Battle  Creek 
and  worked  four  years  as  a  compositor  in  the 
Journal  office  and  later  for  thirteen  years  filled 
a  like  position  in  the  office  of  the  Lansing  Re- 
publican, 

In  1873,  in  company  with  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Fletcher  visited  England  and  in  1886  made  a  trip 
to  the  West  and  California.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Flet- 
cher is  a  life  member  of  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion, of  Michigan,  and  in  politics  has  favored  Re- 
publicans, but  is  now  inclined  to  support  the  best 
men. 


I  MLLIAM  ENGLISH.  On  section  24,  South 
\rJ//  Haven  Township,  may  be  seen  a  beautiful 
^^^  farm  adorned  with  a  handsome  residence 
and  first-class  farm  buildings.  There  are  also  to 
be  seen  a  beautiful  orchard  and  small  fruits  of  the 
finest  grade  on  the  place  which  is  the  property  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  just  given,  and 
who  came  to  Van  Buren  County  in  June,  1865.  In 
the  fall  of  the  following  year  he  located  on  his 
present  farm. 

William  English  was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
May  27,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Mar- 
garet (Workman)  English,  natives  of  Ireland.  His 
grandfather,  William  English,  was  born  in  County 
Monaghan  where  he  reared  a  famil}'^,  and   came  to 


the  United  States  some  time  in  the  '20s.  He  lo- 
cated in  Canada  East  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  a  farmer  and  attained 
to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  The  family 
included  six  children:  John,  Margaret,  Sarah, 
William,  Robert  and  Mary. 

Robert  English,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came 
to  the  United  States  where  he  met  and  married  his 
wife.  He  was  a  hard  worker  and  by  economy 
saved  $2,000,  with  which  he  intended  to  purchase 
a  farm  at  Black  Rock,  Mich.,  but  before  he  could 
make  a  payment  the  money  which  he  held  became 
worthless.  He  then  removed  to  Canada  and  re- 
ceived assistance  from  his  father  who  was  a  well- 
to-do  linen  manufacturer.  His  father  purchased 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Canada 
which  he  sold  and  in  1850  removed  to  Welling- 
ton County,  Canada,and  invested  in  farm  and  town 
property.  He  died  at  that  place  January  14,  1889, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  January  17,  1856,  aged 
forty-five  years. 

The  parental  family  included  seven  children,  be- 
sides our  subject:  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Robert 
Workman  and  resides  in  Wellington  County,  Can- 
ada; Elizabeth,  who  became  Mrs.  William  Rafter 
and  also  resides  in  Canada  as  does  Lucy,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Rafter,  and  Richard.  George  died  at 
South  Haven;  Hannah  became  Mrs.  George  Cook 
of  this  Stale  and  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of  John  Boyle, 
of  Ontario,  Canada. 

William  English  was  a  small  boy  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Canada,  and  there  he  received  ex- 
cellent school  advantages  and  a  thorough  training 
upon  his  father's  farm.  He  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  the  Dominion  until  1865,  when  he 
came  to  the  States,  and  on  coming  to  Michigan 
worked  for  Davis  Ball,  whose  farm  was  located 
just  one  mile  north  of  Kalamazoo.  He  was  simi- 
larly engaged  for  other  people  until  he  came  to 
South  Haven,  in  1865.  In  1868  he  purchased  his 
present  forty-acre  tract  which  he  has  brought  to  a 
high  degree  of  cultivation  and  in  1891  erected  a 
beautiful  residence,  improved  with  all  modern  con- 
veniences. He  also  carries  on  a  good  business  in 
fruit-growing. 

February  10,  1874,  Miss  Ella  Moore,  daughter  of 
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Robert  and  Jane  Moore,  became  Mrs.  William  Eng- 
lish. She  was  born  in  County  Simcoe,  Canada, 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become 
the  mother  of  two  children;  Alvin  eJ.  and  Maude 
B.  In  politics,  Mr.  English  is  a  Democrat  and  so- 
ciallj'  is  a  member  of  the  Star  of  the  Lake  Lodge, 
No.  18,  at  South  Haven.  He  is  an  Orangeman, 
his  ancestors  being  all  Protestants.  In  the  spring 
of  1889,  our  subject  rented  his  farm  and  removed  to 
Sturgis  where  he  resided  for  two  years  and  farmed 
on  twenty  acres  of  land  which  had  been  given  him 
by  his  uncle. 
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^^OBIAS  BYERS,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Keeler  Township,  Yan  Buren  County,  was 
born  in  Center  County,  Pa.,  in  February, 
1808,  and  is  one  in  a  family  of  twelve  children, all 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Their  parents,  Jacob 
and  Fannie  (Zimmerman)  Byers,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  descendants  of  Germany.  Our 
subject's  father  served  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
and  died  in  New  York,  where  he  had  removed 
when  pur  subject  was  but  four  years  old.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  Livingston  County  and  in  Febru- 
ary, 1835,  came  to  Keeler  Township,  where  at  the 
time  there  were  but  two  other  white  men  in  the 
township — two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Nesbitt, 
who  soon  left,  thus  leaving  him  the  only  one  m 
the  place  at  that  time. 

In  the  year  1856,  Mr.  Byers  was  married  to 
Janett  M.  Wilson,  who  was  a  native  of  .Allegan 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1855,  came  to  Keeler  Town- 
ship. Of  the  five  children  born  to  them  but  one 
is  now  living — Frank  B.,  who  is  married  and  a  res- 
ident of  thii  county.  Politically,  Mr.  Byers.  is  a 
Democrat  and  has  been  a  much  respected  citizen  of 
the  county. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Byers  erected  a  watermill  on  Mill 
Creek,  which  he  ran  nearly  fifteen  years  and  sawed 
an  immense  amount  of  lumber.  But  farming  has 
been  his  main  business,  although  he  has  engaged  in 
other  lines  of  business,  and  was  for  some  time  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  grain  drills  at 
Dowagiac.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
20 


First  National  Bank  in  1870,  at  Decatur  and  when 
its  charter  expired  it  was  rechartered  as  a  State 
Bank  and  our  subject  has  been  a  stockholder  and 
Director  for  many  years.  He  is  the  owner  of  seven 
hundred  and  seventeen  acres  of  valuable  land  in 
the  county,  on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming 
and  where  he  resides  on  section  13. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byers.  They 
are  well  known  throughout  the  community  for 
their  great  worth  of  character,  benevolent  nature, 
and  nobility  of  life,  and  their  friends  wish  for 
them  many  years  of  continued  happiness  and 
well-doing. 


r^^RANK  L.  DEAL.  One  of  the  prominent 
I— {^  business  men  of  Lacota,  who  have  been 
\  active    in    encouraging   industries    of    in- 

trinsic worth  to  the  city,  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  The 
place  of  his  nativity  was  Kalamazoo  County,  this 
State,  and  his  natal  day,  February  25,  1858.  He 
grew  to  mature  years  in  that  county,  and  was 
given  a  good  education.  He  is  the  son  of  Peter 
E.  and  Sarah  (Belcher)  Deal,  the  father  born  in 
1835  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  in  New 
Jersey. 

The  elder  Mr.  Deal  came  to  Michigan  in  1856, 
where  he  took  up  a  farm  from  the  Government. 
In  1857,  he  returned  East,  and  was  married  to  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  The  young  couple  came 
at  once  to  the  new  farm  in  the  Wolverine  State, 
where  thej^  reared  their  two  sons:  our  subject, 
and  Fied,  who  makes  his  home  in  Oregon.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Deal  died  in  1862,  and  the  father  afterward 
married  Mrs  Eliza  Deal,  daughter  of  P.  D.  Beck- 
with.     Six  children  were  born  of  that  union. 

Frank  L.  Deal  grew  to  mature  years  in  Kala- 
mazoo, and  about  1880,  came  to  Lacota  and  en- 
gaged in  merchandising.  He  carries  a  full  and 
complete  stock  of  dry-goods,  and  is  doing  the 
largest  business  in  the  village.  He  is  courteous 
and  gentlemanly  in  his  treatment  of  customers, 
and  his  trade  is  rapidly  increasing.  In  1882  he 
was  married  to  Flora,  daughter  of  D,  C»  Bennett, 
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and  to  them  have  been  granted  four  children: 
Minnie,  Ralph,  Perley,  an(i  Baby,  who  died  un- 
named. 

In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Prohibitionist,  and 
has  done  much  toward  aiding  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance in  his  community.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  in  Van  Buren  County,  as  a  man 
of  push  and  energy. 


^   I  ^  I  '     \  i  \\ 


^OHN  S.  CURTIS  is  probably  one  of  the 
best-known  men  in  Allegan  County,  where 
he  was  born  in  November,  1845.  He  is 
now  living  retired  from  the  active  duties 
of  life  in  Allegan.  John  and  Mary  (Pierce)  Cur- 
tis, the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  New 
York  and  England,  respectively.  The  father  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Allegan,  where  he  was 
the  leading  blacksmith  for  a  number  of  years. 
Conveniences  for  traveling  were  not  as  we  have 
them  now,  and  at  one  time  he  walked  to  Kala- 
mazoo and  carried  home  with  him  a  piece  of  iron 
to  make  a  sledge-hammer.  For  a  number  of  years, 
the  elder  Mr.  Curtis  was  not  able  to  get  enough 
money  to  pay  his  taxes,  as  everj^hing  was  bought 
and  sold  by  barter.  The  mother  died  in  Allegan, 
but  the  father,  about  twenty  years  ago,  removed 
to  Greenville,  Montcalm  County,  where  he  passed 
his  last  days. 

Only  two  children  of  the  parental  family  of  six, 
are  now  living:  Albert  W.,  who  is  a  blacksmith  at 
Muskegon,  and  our  subject.  John  S.  Curtis  was 
given  a  fair  education  in  the  village  schools  of 
Allegan,  and  received  a  thorough  training  in  farm 
pursuits.  At  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  he  started 
out  to  earn  money  for  himself,  and  engaged  as  a 
farm  hand.  When  he  became  of  age,  our  subject 
commenced  farming  in  Trowbridge  Township, 
Alkgan  County,  on  shares,  continuing  thus  until 
1891. 

In  1863,  Mr.  Curtis  enlisted  in  the  Third  Mich- 
igan Battery  in  the  nineteen-months'  service. 
He  was  taken  sick  when  first  starting,  catching 
the  measles  at  Coldwater.     He   was  sick  for  six 


months,  but  remained  with  the  battery  until  dis- 
charged in  1865.  He  superintended  the  operations 
of  his  farm  for  a  time,  while  residing  in  the  village 
of  Allegan  and  carrying  on  blacksmithing.  His  life 
on  the  farm,  all  told,  numbered  fifteen  years,  and 
during  that  time  he  was  engaged  in  breeding  fine 
Percheron  and  Hambletonian  horses.  He  also  had 
on  his  estate,  numbers  of  Southdown  and  Shropshire 
sheep,  and  Holstein,  Durham  and  Jersey  cattle. 
He  was  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  of  Allegan 
County,  and  always  found  that  the  best  methods 
and  latest  improvements  brought  him  the  largest 
returns.  Mr.  Curtis  has  in  his  possession  at  the 
present  time  a  fine  Hambletonian,  named  "Booby," 
whose  record  is  2:40. 

John  S.  Curtis  and  Miss  Amanda  Lynes  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1862.  Mrs.  Curtis  is  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Cynthia  Lynes,  old 
settlers  of  this  county.  To  our  subject  and  his 
most  estimable  .wife,  one  child  has  been  born: 
Mary,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Marble.  They  moved  to  the 
village  of  Allegan  in  1891,  and  are  now  residing 
in  a  beautiful  home  on  Seminary  Hill.  The  old 
homestead  contains  eighty  acres,  in  addition  to 
which,  he  owns  forty  acres  in  Hopkins  Township, 
Van  Buren  County.  He  is  engaged  in  dt^ing  a 
profitable  business  in  real  estate  and  money  loan- 
ing, and  is  one  of  the  wide-awake  and  highly 
esteemed  men  of  the  county.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  socially,  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The 
family  all  attend  the  Baptist  Church. 


HARLES  P.  HALE.  This  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Otsego  came  here  in  1890  and 
ii^'  is  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  all  kinds 
of  grain,  lumber,  coal,  lime,  etc.  He  is  doing  much 
toward  forwarding  the  interests  and  developing 
the  resources  of  this  section,  and  his  persistent  in- 
dustry has  been  well  rewarded,  as  he  is  one  of  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Hale  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Bernardston,  Franklin  County,  Janu- 
ary 30,  1628,     He  is  a  son  of  Zedock  Hale,  whose 
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native  j)lace  was  Massachusetts.  The  father  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  when  a  youn^  man,  but 
when  removing  to  Wisconsin,  in  1850,  and  locat- 
ing at  Hudson,  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1860 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  died  in  Richland,  Kala- 
mazoo County. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Israel  Hale, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  Later  in  life  he  removed 
to  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm 
pursuits.  He  was  known  as  Lieut.  Hale,  having 
been  Lieutenant  of  a  company  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  He  passed  his  last  daj^s  in  Massachu- 
setts. The  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Hale  of  this 
sl^etch  came  to  America  with  his  two  brothers  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  War.  One  located  in  New 
Hampshire,  one  in  Connecticut  and  the  third  in 
New  York.  They  were  known  as  Capt.  John, 
Lieut.  Samuel,  and  Lieut.  Israel,  the  latter  being 
the  one  from  whom  our  subject  is  descended. 
Israel  Hale  was  one  of  the  prominent  members  of 
the  Unitarian  Church  in  Bernardston,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  representative  citizens.  Our 
subject  made  his  home  with  him  after  reaching  his 
sixth  year. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother 
was  Annie  Tuttle,  a  native  of  the  same  State 
and  county  as  was  our  subject.  She  died  in  1834 
in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  after  having  become 
the  mother  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  only  two  of  whom  are 
living.  Edwin  D.,  one  of  the  sons,  was  starved  to 
death  in  Libby  Prison,  during  the  Civil  War.  Our 
subject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  and  was  but 
six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death. 
He  was  then  taken  into  the  home  of  his  grand- 
parents, with  whom  he  remained  until  reaching  his 
eighteentli  year.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school  and  ^as  reared  on  a  farm  in  the 
famous  Connecticut  Valley. 

After  reaching  his  eighteenth  year,  Mr.  Hale  be- 
gan work  in  a  woolen  factory,  Vhere  he  remained 
for  five  years,  being  assigned  to  the  finishing  and 
coloring  department.  He  and  a  brother  afterward 
opened  a  factory  at  Bennington,  Yt.,  where  they 
carried  on  a  successful  business.  Disposing  of 
their  factory,  our  subject  went  to  Meriden,  Conn., 
a-nd   entered  a  cutlery  establishment,     In  the  fall 


of  1851,  however,  he  went  to  California,  going  by 
the  Nicaragua  route  and  spent  two  years  in  that 
delightful  climate,  mining  on  the  south  fork  of  the 
American  River.  On  returning  to  the  East,  he 
again  entered  the  cutlery  establishment  in  Meriden 
and  remained  for  one  and  a  half  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1856,  Mr.  Hale  removed  with  his 
family  to  Michigan,  and,  locating  at  Cooper,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  purchased  land  and  engaged  in 
farming.  His  tract  at  the  time  it  came  into  his 
possession  was  in  its  primitive  condition  and  our 
subject  erected  liis  own  house  which  was  about 
three  miles  north  of  Kalamazoo.  He  remained 
upon  that  tract  for  nine  years,  in  the  meantime 
clearing  it  and  bringing  the  land  to  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  After  disposing  of  that  tract, 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Richland  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  which  he  still  owns  and 
upon  which  he  made  his  home  until  1883, 
when  he  removed  to  Plainwell  and  engaged  in  the 
grain  business.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  sold  out  his 
interests  in  that  place  and  came  to  Otsego,  where 
he  purchased  an  elevator  and  is  now  doing  a  most 
profitable  business  in  buying  and  shipping  grain. 

Charles  P.  Hale  and  Miss  Frances  L.  Pardew 
were  united  in  marriage  in  the  fall  of  1854.  Mrs. 
Hale  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Eliza  Pardew,  the  father  a  native  of 
England  and  the  mother  of  Connecticut.  Her 
father  passed  from  earth  when  she  was  quite  young 
and  her  mother  died  in  1890,  when  eighty-seven 
years  of  age.  The  four  children  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  excellent  wife  are:  Charles  F.,  who  is 
in  partnership  with  his  father  in  Otsego,  is  married 
and  has  one  child.  Henry  A.,  also  married,  is  re- 
siding on  the  old  farm  in  Richland  Township,  and 
has  four  boys.  Lewis  H.  is  living  in  Shelby,  Oceana 
County,  and  is  engaged  in  the  fruit  business;  he 
also  owns  a  sheep  ranch  near  Sidney,  Neb.,  where 
he  spends  a  great  deal  of  his  time;  he  also  is  mar- 
ried. Nettie  A.  is  the  wife  of  James  Jackson,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Otsego.  All  of  the  children 
were  given  excellent  educations,  and  were  gradu- 
ates of  the  Kalamazoo  High  School.  Charles  F. 
attended  the  Olivet  College  and  is  his  father's 
efficient  assistant. 

In  his  political  predilection,  Mr,  Hale  is  a  Repub- 
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lican  and  is  in  favor  of  prohibition.  He  has  been 
honored  by  being  elected  to  many  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust,  but  the  office  has  always 
sought  him,  as  he  has  never  been  a  politician.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale,  in  their  church  relations,  are 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina- 
tion, of  which  body  Mr.  Hale  has  been  Steward  for 
many  years. 

Our  worthy  subject  in  addition  to  his  extensive 
business  interests  in  Otsego  has  two  hundred  acres 
of  beautiful  land  in  Richland  Township.  He  for- 
merly owned  five  hundred  acres,  but  has  since  dis- 
posed of  a  greater  portion  of  his  estate.  His  farm 
is  one  of  the  best  cultivated  in  the  county  and  is 
made  to  yield  handsome  returns  by  a  proper  rota- 
tion of  crops.  Our  subject  is  a  truly  self-made 
man,  as  he  commenced  in  life  by  working  out  at 
$8  a  month.  Industry  will  always  be  rewarded 
and  the  gentleman  whose  name  we  place  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  a  striking  example  of  what 
persistent  effort  will  accomplish. 


"oS- 


ilt-^ENRY  BARTON  has  a  high  reputation  as 
ifjjj  an  able  farmer  who  fully  understands  his 
/iW^  business,  and  has  a  well-managed,  finely 
(^)  equipped  farm  in  Otsego  Township  that  is 
classed  with  the  best  in  Allegan  County.  Mr. 
Barton  was  born  in  Sussex,  England,  December  1, 
1830.  His  parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Keely) 
Barton,  were  English  too,  and  spent  their  lives  on 
a  farm  in  their  native  land,  the  mother  dying  in 
1854  and  the  father,  in  1867.  Our  subject  is  the 
youngest  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. His  education  was  confined  to  the  common 
schools,  which  he  attended  for  only  a  short  time. 
He  has,  however,  learned  much  in  the  school  of 
experience  that  has  stood  him  in  good  stead.  At 
the  age  of  eleven,  he  became  general  chore-boy  on 
a  farm,  the  first  four  years  receiving  a  sixpence  a 
day  for  his  service  in  that  capacity,  boarding 
with  his  parents.  The  year  he  was  sixteen,  he 
boarded  with  his  employer,  and  was  given  a  shil- 
ling a  week  for  his  work.  The  next  year  he  ob- 
tained seven  shillings  a  week,  and  boarded  himself. 
The  two  ensuing  years  his  wages  were  increased  to 


eight  shillings  a  week.  It  may  be  surmised  that 
he  was  not  getting  very  rich  on  such  a  pittance  as 
that,  and  when  he  was  in  his  twentieth  year  he 
wisely  concluded  that  he  would  emigrate  to  the 
United  States,  where  he  supposed  his  pay  would  be 
more  in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  his  labors, 
and,  as  he  has  been  so  prospered  in  this  country, 
he  has  probably  seen  but  little,  if  any,  cause  of  re- 
Sfret  for  the  chano^e  then  made.  He  set  sail  from 
Old  England  March  15,  1850,  and  after  the  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing  vessel,  which  lasted 
almost  six  weeks,  he  landed  safe  and  sound  in 
New  York  City,  with  three  solid  English  sovereigns 
in  his  pocket  with  which  to  begin  life  in  the  New 
World.  He  made  his  way  to  Monroe  County,  in 
the  same  State,  and  worked  there  on  a  farm  for 
about  three  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1853,  our  subject  took  another 
important  step  in  life  whereby  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Michigan.  He  first  located  in  the  town- 
ship of  Watson,  Allegan  County,  purchasing 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  lying  in  the  woods. 
He  busied  himself  in  clearing  his  land  and  put- 
ting it  under  cultivation  until  ten  years  had 
passed  by,  and  he  then  sold  it,  in  1863,  and 
bought  the  farm  in  Otsego  Township,  that  he  has 
ever  since  occupied.  On  his  first  place  a  new  log 
house  had  just  been  erected  when  he  took  posses- 
sion of  it,  but  it  was  incomplete.  The  surrounding 
country  was  very  wild,  and  was  yet  full  of  game. 
He  has  seen  as  many  as  seven  deer  on  his  clearing 
at  one  time,  but  he  never  indulged  in  the  pleasures 
of  the  hunt.  His  second  farm  was  partly  improved 
when  he  bought  it,  and  he  has  completed  the  im- 
provements, which  are  all  first-class.  He  replaced 
the  humble  log  house  that  originally  stood  on  the 
place  by  a  substantial  frame  residence,  and  has 
erected  good  barns  and  other  buildings  in  accord- 
ance. He  has  ninety  acres  of  land  in  his  home- 
stead on  section  11,  and  has  another  forty  acres  of 
fine  land  in  the  same  section. 

Mr.  Barton  was  married,  October  19,  1853,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Smith,  in  whom  he  has  had  a  valuable  as- 
sistant in  the  upbuilding  of  a  home.  Mrs.  Barton  is 
a  native  of  Wheatland,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Amie  Ann  (Goodhue) 
Smith,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Massachu-^ 
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setts  and  New  York.  Her  father  was  a  farmer,  and 
he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days  on  their  farm 
in  Monroe  County.  These  are  the  names  of  the 
nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton:  Win- 
field;  John  and  Jane,  deceased;  James  H.;  John, 
deceased;  Anna,  Ella  M.,  Jacob  M.  and  George. 
Mr.  Barton  returned  to  England  four  years  ago 
on  a  visit,  and  came  back  in  about  two  months, 
satisfied  with  his  choice  of  Michigan  for  a  home. 
Our  subject's  life  record  is  an  honor  to  himself 
and  to  his  adopted  township,  with  whose  interests 
his  own  have  been  so  closely  intertwined  for 
nearly  three  decades,  and  in  whose  improvements 
he  has  borne  an  important  part.  He  has  especially 
interested  himself  in  educational  matters,  has  held 
the  various  school  offices,  and  has  been  Treasurer 
of  his  School  District  twelve  years.  Politically, 
lie  is  a  stalwart  Republican. 


(|^^  OAH  BRYANT.  This  prominent  resident 
If  jjj  of  Allegan  County  is  Superintendent  of 
liyz^)  the  Bardeen  Paper  Mills,  located  at  Ostego. 
He  is  a  man  full  of  push  and  enterprise  and  is  well 
fitted  to  occupy  his  responsible  position.  He  is  a 
native  of  England  and  was  born  January  15, 1839, 
in  Alton,  Hampshire.  He  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
country,  making  the  best  of  his  limited  advan- 
tages. 

He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  detail  of 
work  to  be  done  m  a  papermill,  for  at  the  early 
age  of  eleven  years  he  apprenticed  himself  to  learn 
that  business  in  Hamper  Mills,  England.  He  re- 
mained in  one  mill  for  three  years,  receiving  eleven 
cents  a  day  for  eleven  hours'  work.  He  then  en- 
tered a  mill  in  Wrexham,  North  Wales,  also  as  an 
apprentice,  but  only  remained  there  a  twelve- 
month. At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to 
Maidstone,  in  County  Kent,  where  he  worked  for 
three  years  at  paper-making,  and  then  returning 
to  Alton  and  spending  a  few  months  at  his  old 
home,  he  determined  to  set  sail  for  the  United 
States.  He  was  only  eighteen  years  old  when  he 
landed  on  American  soil,  which  was  in  1857.  His 
excellent  knowledge  of  paper-hanging  found  him 


immediate  employment  in  a  mill  in  East  Hartford, 
Conn.  Leaving  the  Nutmeg  State  he  went  to  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  and  operated  a  machine  in  a  mill  there  foi* 
about  a  year.  He  then  returned  to  Connecticut, 
and,  after  spending  a  few  months  in  working  in  a 
mill,  went  to  Roysford,  Pa.,  and  theJice  later  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  had  charge  of  a  machine  iti 
a  mill. 

While  in  Philadelphia,  the  rebel  arm}^  invaded 
the  Keystone  State,  and  a  regiment  of  three- 
months'  men  was  raised  to  guard  the  State.  Our 
subject  enlisted  in  the  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  Company  I,  serving  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment. His  next  place  of  residence  was  Fitchburg, 
Mass.,where  he  was  employed  by  Crocker,  Burbank 
&  Co.,  in  their  papermill.  His  excellent  knowledge 
of  the  business  was  appreciated  by  his  employers, 
and  he  was  made  Superintendent  of  two  large 
mills,  which  responsible  position  he  filled  most  sat- 
isfactorily for  eleven  years.  Coming  farther  West, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  extensive  mills  of  Chatfield 
&  Woods,  at  Cincinnati,  but  only  remained  there 
for  about  a  twelvemonth,  when  he  returned  to 
Connecticut  and  followed  his  business  at  Turner's 
Falls. 

In  1873,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  came 
to  Kalamazoo  County,  this  State,  and  for  fourteen 
years  had  charge  of  the  Kalamazoo  Paper  Mills. 
In  1887,  when  the  Bardeen  Paper  Company  was 
organized,  he  became  a  stockholder  in  the  company 
and  was  made  one  of  its  directors.  Coming  to  Ot- 
sego, he  took  charge  of  the  mills  as  its  Superin- 
tendent and  is  now  managing  the  largest  paper 
mill  in  the  State.  The  firm  manufacture  book, 
lithograph,  plate  and  map-paper  of  a  high  grade, 
the  mill  having  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  a  week.  Their  business  increased  so  rap- 
idly that  in  1891  they  were  compelled  to  erect 
another  large  establishment,  which  turns  out  from 
sixty  to  seventy  tons  a  week,  of  about  the  same 
grade  of  paper.  Mr.  Bryant  has  charge  of  both  of 
these  mills  and  is  recognized  by  his  fellow-towns- 
men as  a  man  who  most  thoroughly  understands  his 
business  and  he  is  meeting  with  unbounded  success 
in  his  calling. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Wilmont  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject,   their  marriage   taking  place  in    1865,  in 
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Fitehbui'o,  Mass.  Mrs.  Bryant  is  a  native  of  Eng- 
land. 8he  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  well  fitted  to  be 
the  companion  of  her  worthy. husband.  They  have 
had  born  to  them  three  children:  Elizabeth,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Milham,  also  a  member  of  the 
Bardeen  Paper  Company,  and  who  is  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  book-keeper;  Priscilla  and  George,  the 
latter  of  whom  is  deceased. 

Although  our  subject  always  casts  his  vote  for 
the  candidates  of  the  Republican  party,  he  does 
not  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  preferring  to 
let  those  fill  offices  who  have  not  such  extensive 
business  interests  to  occupy  them.  Socially,  he  is 
a  prominent  Mason.  Mrs.  Bryant,  in  her  church 
relations,  is  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  have  a  most  beautiful  home,  where  they  en- 
tertain their  hosts  of  friends  in  a  most  charming 
and  hospitable  manner. 


OREN  F.  CLARK,  who  is  at  present  serving 
.^  his  second  term  as  Supervisor  of  Cheshire 
^  Township,  Allegan  County,  is  a  resident  of 
section  8.  He  was  born  April  26,  1844,  in  Le  Roy 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  this  State.  His  father 
was  Philander  Clark  and  his  mother  Clarissa  (Law- 
rence) Clark,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land, respectively.  They  came  to  Michigan  in 
1840,  and  settled  in  Kalamazoo  County,  remaining 
there  about  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Calhoun 
County.  They  remained  on  this  farm  until  1861, 
improving  the  place.  Barry  County  was  the  des- 
tination of  their  next  move,  and  they  made  a  sec- 
ond move  in  that  same  county,  where  the  father 
died  in  1876,  the  mother  surviving  until  Jul}^, 
1884.  She  bore  her  husband  eight  children,  five 
now  living. 

Loren  received  but  a  limited  education,  as  his 
parents  were  very  poor  and  he  started  out  on  his 
own  account,  finding  work  in  a  sawmill  and  finally 
learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  In 
1872  he  was  married  to  Ellen  Schramling,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Polly  (Gile)  Schramling,  natives 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  They 
settled  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  in  1859,  the 
father  being  a  blacksmith   by  occupation.     They 


are  both  still  surviving  and  reside  on  a  peach  farm 
in  Saugatuck  Township,  on  the  lake  shore,  where 
they  have  more  than  three  thousand  peach  treej. 

Mrs.  Clark  is  one  of  three  children  born  to  her 
parents,  her  birth  occurring  January  15,  1854,  in 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.  She  received  a  good 
common-school  education  and  after  her  marriage 
lived  in  the  village  of  Climax,  Kalamazoo  County. 
In  1879  they  came  to  this  township  and  settled  on 
their  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  practically  a 
raw  farm,  where  they  have  cleared  sixty  acres, 
fenced  it  and  have  it  under  the  most  thorough  cul- 
tivation. Two  years  ago  Mr.  Clark  erected  his  neat 
residence,  and  all  the  other  modest  and  commodi- 
ous buildings  on  the  place.  He  and  his  wife  have 
had  born  to  them  three  children:  John  P.,  born  in 
1875;  Daisy  C,  in  1878;  and  James,  in  1881,  who 
died  when  eight  months  old.  They  are  being 
well  educated.  The  family  attend  and  help  sup- 
port the  United  Brethren  Church.  Socially,  Mr. 
Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  has 
held  the  oflSces  of  Senior  and  Junior  Warden  and 
also  Senior  Deacon.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons 
of  Industry  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Grange,  of  whicli  he  has  been  Master  and  Over- 
seer. Mr.  Clark  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics and  gives  his  influence  to  the  Industrial  party 
at  present  but  he  has  heretofore  been  a  Democrat. 
He  is  Moderator  of  School  District  No.  7,  and  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  this  township  in  1890,  and 
is  now  serving  his  second  term.  He  was  elected 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  a  township  where  the 
Republicans  have  more  than  one  hundred  major- 
ity, but  both  times  he  carried  a  large  majority. 


^E 


E^ 


I^LEXANDER  BENDER  is  a  highly  re- 
spected member  of  that  part  of  the  farm- 
I  Ifi  ing  community  of  Allegan  County  whose 
(^  agricultural  interests  lie  in  the  township 
of  Martin,  where  he  has  a  fertile  farm  that  is  well 
supplied  with  improvements  of  a  good  class.  Mr. 
Bender  comes  of  the  pioneer  stock  of  the  neigh- 
boring State  of  Ohio,  of  which  he  is  a  native, 
Springfield  Township  his  birthplace,  and  Septem- 
Ijer  3,  1835,  the  date  of  his  advent  into  the  family 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


451 


circle  of  Alexander  and  Permelia  (Crosier)  Bender. 
His  father  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  in 
1799,  and  was  a  son  of  Andrew  J.  Bender,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  that  State,  but  the  family  origi- 
nated in  Germany.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  of  Scotch  origin. 

The  Benders  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Ohio,  and  there  the  father  was  reared  to  a  stalwart 
manhood.  He  became  a  blacksmith,  and  followed 
that  trade  many  years  until  his  eyesight  failed  him. 
He  died  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two.  He  was  a  faithful  follower  of  the 
Democrat  party,  and  at  one  time  held  the  of  lice  of 
Constable  and  also  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  Christian  of  the  truest  type,  and  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Disciples  Church.  He  was  always  inter- 
ested in  church  work,  and  when  there  was  no 
church  of  his  denomination  for  him  to  attend,  he 
used  to  go  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
take  part  in  its  work  as  a  Class-leader,  etc.  The 
nother  of  our  subject  is  a  daughter  of  one  of  the 
old  pioneer  families  of  Ohio,  where  she  was  born ; 
she  is  still  living,  having  attained  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-four  years,  and  makes  her  home  in  Car- 
son, Mich.  Ten  children  were  born  of  her  mar- 
riage, five  sons  and  five  daughters,  eight  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  Harriet,  Marj^,  Daniel^  Alexan- 
der, James  and  Elizabeth  (twins),  Julia,  John,  Jan- 
ette  and  Andrew. 

Alexander  Bender,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  writ- 
ten, is  the  second  son  and  the  fourth  child  of  the 
family.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  town  amid 
pioneer  surroundings,  and  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  the  primitive  local  schools  of  those  days. 
He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  and  there  learned  lessons  which  have 
been  beneficial  to  him  in  his  after  career  as  an  in- 
dependent farmer.  At  the  age  mentioned,  he 
started  out  empty-handed  into  the  world,  but  he 
had  good  capital  in  a  clear  brain  and  strong  mus- 
cles that  enabled  him  to  make  his  way  readily.  His 
first  employment,  after  leaving  home,  was  on  a 
dairy  farm,  where  he  worked  by  the  month,  and 
was  thus  employed  some  four  years.  He  was  fru- 
gal and  industrious,  and  in  no  long  time  had 
money  enough  laid  by  to  enable  him  to  marry, 
and  thus  obtained  a  helpmate  to  assist  him  in  the 


upbuilding  of  a  home     Miss  Flora  Blakel}^  became 
his  bride,  and  their  union    was  celebrated  Septem- 
ber   9,    1860,    in    her    native    county,    Summit, 
Ohio,  where  she  was  born  August  27,  1841.     Her 
father,  Lyman  Blakely,   was  also  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  born  in  the  Township  of  Tall madge, 
Summit  County,  in  1812,   and  a  son  of  one  of  the 
oldest  pioneer  families  of  that  vicinity.  He  became 
a  farmer  after  reaching  mature  years  and  plied  his 
calling  in  his  native  State  for  many  years.  In  1876 
he  came  to  Allegan    County,   and   spent   his  re- 
maining days  in    Gun  Plain  Township,   where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.     He  was  four  times 
married.     The    maiden    name   of    Mrs.    Bender's 
mother  was  Mary  Hollister,   and   she  was  a  native 
of  New  York.    She  died  when  only  thirty-two  years 
old,  having  had  three  children:  Mrs.  Bender,   the 
eldest,  and  two  sons:  Vening  and  Milton,  both  of 
whom  are  dead.     Mr.  Blakelj^'s  third  wife  was  Mary 
J.  Tibbies,  and  to   them   two   children  were  born; 
Lutie,  wife  of  Delbert  Olds,  of  Gun  Plain;    and 
Frank,  a  resident  of  the  same  place.     Mr.  Blakely 's 
fourth  marriage   was  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Beedle,  who 
survives  him  and  is  living  at  Plainwell.      One  son 
was  born  to  them,  Lewis,    who    died   at  the  age  of 
three  weeks.     After  marriage    our  subject  went  to 
Peoria  County,  111.,  where  he  remained  six  months. 
He  then    returned  to    Ohio   and   located   in   Pike 
Township,   Fulton   County,    whence    he  removed, 
first  to  York  Township,  next   to  Clinton,   in    the 
same  county,   and  from   the  latter  place  came  to 
Michigan  in  1880.     He  has  since  made  his  home 
in  Martin   Township,   on  his   farm  on  sections  23 
and  27,  which  comprises   one  hundred   and  sixty 
acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he   has  improved  in 
many  ways,  but  he  has  it  only  partly  cleared.     He 
does  a  general  farming  business,  and  derives  there- 
from a  comfortable  income. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bender  have  been  blessed  in  their 
wedded  life  with  these  three  children:  Mary,  wife 
of  Greeley  Losure,  of  Martin  Township;  Cora,  wife 
of  Ulric  Brown,  of  Martin  Township;  and  Lyman, 
who  resides  at  home  with  his  parents.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  thorough-going  Christians  and 
conscientious  church  members,  he  being  iden- 
tified with  the  Christian  Church,  while  she  belongs 
to  the  Disciples  Church,  and   both   hold   a  warm 
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place  in  the  hearts  of  their  neighbors,  who  know 
them  to  be  friendly  and  obliging,  and  always  will- 
ing to  help  others  who  may  need  their  assistance. 
In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Bender  is  a  decided  Re- 
publican. 


*^^f 


im 


m\ 


IR^ILEY  GRANGER.  One  of  the  first  pioneers 
lU^  to  break  road  and  ground  in  Allegan 
County,  spying  out  the  country  as  did  his 
predecessor  of  Kentucky  fame,  was  Riley 
Granger.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few  early  settlers 
who  are  now  remaining  to  tell  the  hardships  and 
privations  which  they  endured  in  making  the  coun- 
try accessible  to  those  who  came  after.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  born  in 
Rochester,  October  20,  1820.  His  parents  were 
Moses  and  Ruth  (Cooper)  Granger,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Vermont  and  New  York. 

The  direct  progenitor  of  our  subject  was  a  car- 
penter, who  followed  that  trade  most  of  his  life  in 
Rochester.  He  died  in  1826,  his  good  wife  sur- 
viving him  many  years,  her  decease  occurring  in 
1860.  Riley  Granger  was  the  youngest  of  the 
twelve  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  is  the 
only  one  now  living  of  that  large  family.  His 
father  dying  when  he  was  quite  young,  leav- 
ing the  family  straightened  in  circumstances,  our 
subject  was  given  but  very  limited  advantages  as 
regards  an  education.  He  has  been  fully  alive, 
however,  to  the  value  of  knowledge,  and  by  persis- 
tent and  systematic  reading  has  become  one  of  the 
intelligent,  educated  gentleman  of  his  county. 

When  fifteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  accom- 
panied by  the  rest  of  the  family  came  to  Michigan, 
the  journey  hither  taking  place  in  1836.  They  came 
overland  from  Detroit  and  our  subject  amusingly 
relates  how  they  had  to  carry  poles  with  which  to 
l)ry  the  wagon  out  of  the  mud  for  about  forty 
miles.  His  mother  and  one  brother  had  preceded 
the  family  in  March,  taking  an  overland  route 
through  Canada,  and,  when  located  in  what  is  now 
Trowbridge  Township,  Allegan  County,  entered 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  from  the  Government. 
They  erected  a  log  house  for  the  famil^^  and  then 
industriously  set  about  clearing   and  improving 


their  tract  of  land.  The  hardships  and  adventures 
which  were  theirs  at  that  time  made  a  lasting  im- 
pression upon  the  mind  of  our  subject.  White 
settlers  were  very  few  and  far  between,  but  Indians 
and  wild  animals  were  very  plentiful  indeed,  and, 
although  the  market  for  their  products  was  some 
miles  distant,  yet  their  table  was  always  supplied 
with  choice  wild  meats,  which  could  be  had  for 
the  shooting. 

Riley  Granger  remained  on  the  farm  for  thir- 
ty-five years  and  in  1871  came  to  Plain  well 
and  engaged  in  lumber  business.  He  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  at  the  head  of  the  Plain  well  Lumbering 
Company,  which  is  one  of  the  most  successful  en- 
terprises of  this  section.  His  industry  and  good 
judgment  in  business  matters  have  invariably 
brought  him  success,  a  fact  whose  truth  has  never 
been  disputed,  as  fortune  usually  showers  her  bless- 
ings upon  the  possessor  of  these  traits  of  charac- 
ter. 

In  1846  Mr.  Granger  was  married  to  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Lucia  (Johnson)  John- 
son, natives  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Granger  was 
born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  accom- 
panied her  mother  to  Michigan,  where  they  located 
in  Alma,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  she  passed  her 
last  days.  The  father  was  born  May  15,  1794, 
and  died  March  31,  1833,  in  New  York  State, 
while  his  good  wife  was  born  May  14,  1805,  and 
died  August  7,  1852. 

The  family  which  has  been  granted  to  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  Charles  A., 
who  is  married  and  associated  with  his  father  in 
business;  Philinda,  who  is  the  wife  of  Klass- Wilde- 
boor  and  lives  in  Pueblo  County,  Col.;  Marion 
II.,  who  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  in  Kendallville,  Ind.,  and  Burton  E.,  who 
is  also  married  and  carrying  on  a  thriving  grocery 
business  in  Plainwell. 

In  his  political  predilections,  our  subject  is  a 
thorough  Republican,  finding  in  the  tenets  and 
doctrines  of  that  partj^  the  balance  of  what  is 
truest  and  best  in  his  political  life.  He  has  repre- 
sented his  party  as  a  delegate  to  county,  district 
and  State  conventions,  and  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
thusiastic workers.  Mr.  Granger,  in  addition  to 
his   business   interests    in    Plainwell,  owns  a  fine 
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farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Trowbridge  Township 
Allegan  Count}^  It  bears  all  the  improveinents 
of  a  first-class  estate  and  he  has  refused  the 
offer  of  $100  an  acre  for  it.  His  beautiful  home 
in  Plain  well  indicates  that  its  inmates  are  people 
of  refinement  and  culture.  It  is  presided  over  by  his 
worthy  wife,  who  is  much  beloved  by  all  who  know 
her. 

The  lum.ber  company  in  which  Mr.  Granger  is 
interested  carries  a  large  stock  of  lumber,  coal,  lime, 
etc.,  and  does  an  extensive  business  in  this  section. 
Upright  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings  Mr.  Granger 
is  highly  esteemed  personally.  For  three  years  he 
kept  a  large  store  in  Hamilton.  Mich.,  but  has  since 
disposed  of  it.  He  was  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  lumber  for  many  years,  owning  and  running 
a  sawmill.  Mr.  Granger  relates  that  when  in  his 
sixteenth  year  he  was  sent  on  horseback  twenty- 
five  miles  distant  to  obtain  some  peach  trees.  He 
returned  the  same  da\^,  bringing  with  him  sixteen 
trees,  which  were  the  first  planted  in  Trowbridge 
Township,  Allegan  County. 

The  high  standing  to  which  Mr.  Granger  has  at- 
tained in  a  financial  way  in  his  county  has  been 
the  direct  result  of  his  persistent  industry,  assisted 
by  the  good  judgment  and  economy  of  his  worthy 
wife.  He  now  ranks  among  the  wealthy  citizens 
of  this  section,  and  it  is  with  special  pleasure  that 
we  place  this  sketch  in  the  hands  of  our  readers. 


\f  AMES  CAMPBELL.  Among  the  represen- 
tative farmers  of  Portage  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  we  are  pleased  to  name  the 
original  of  the  portrait  presented  on  the  op- 
posite page,  and  the  owner  of  a  pleasant  home  and 
excellent  farm  on  section  14.  His  father,  Hugh 
Campbell,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  his  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Finley,  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland. 
They  both  died  in  their  native  country.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  our  subject  being 
among  the  first  born. 

James  Campbell  had  his  birth  in  County  Down, 
Ireland,  June  29,  1808,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood.  He  was  employed  on  a  farm  until  he  was 
about  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  was  apprenticed 


to  learn  the  shoemaker's  trade.  At  the  end  of  three 
years' apprenticeship,  he  commenced  to  work  at  his 
trade,  which  he  continued  till  he  was  twenty-three 
years  old.  At  this  age  he  emigrated  to  America 
to  see  what  this  new  country  held  in  store  for  him. 
He  landed  in  Quebec,  and  started  up  the  St.  Law- 
rence River,  but,  it  being  the  year  the  cholera  raged 
so,  he  was  obliged  to  stop  at  Kingston,  Ontario,  and 
the  times  being  very  dull  he  was  compelled  to  do 
whatever  he  could  to  obtain  a  livelihood.  He  re- 
mained in  Kingston  a  few  months  and  finally  went 
to  Elba,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  for  a  short 
time  there  followed  his  trade,  and  then  engaged 
in  farming  by  the  month,  for  a  time  of  four  years, 
or  until  1836. 

While  yet  in  Genesee  County,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
married  to  the  lady  of  his  choice,  Ann  Cash,  in 
September,  1835.  Mrs.  Campbell  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  in  the  spring  of  1836  the  newly- 
married  couple  journeyed  to  this  county  and  State, 
and  located  in  Pavilion  Township.  Here  Mr.  Camp- 
bell purchased  eighty  acres  of  Government  land, 
on  which  he  lived  but  a  short  time,  when  he  sold 
and  rented  a  home  in  Kalamazoo  Township,  and 
for  a  period  of  three  years  was  em|)loyed  at  farm- 
ing and  various  occupations. 

In  the  fall  of  1840  Mr.  Campbell  settled  on  sec- 
tion 14,  Portage  Township,  on  a  tract  of  forty 
acres  which  he  purchased.  He  at  once  erected  a 
small  house  and  set  about  in  true  pioneer  style  to 
improve  and  cultivate  the  place,  and  on  this  estate 
he  is  yet  making  his  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell had  born  to  them  two  children,  namely:  David 
who  died  in  Portage  Township  when  forty-eight 
years  old,  and  James,  who  died  m  this  township  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years.  The  good  wife  and 
mother  was  called  from  earth  October  22,  1849. 
Mr.  Campbell  took  as  his  second  wife,  July  7,  1850, 
Mrs.  Ada  Sherman,  the  widow  of  Nathaniel  Sher- 
man, and  a  daughter  of  RufuB  and  Elizabeth  Aid- 
rich.  Mrs.  Campbell  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
April  12,  1816,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject, 
two  children  were  born:  Willie,  who  died  when 
eleven  months  old,  and  Charles  R.,  who  married 
Miss  Carrie  L.  Ames,  a  daughter  of  H.  C.  Ames  of 
this  township,  February  1,  1888.  This  couple 
have   one   child:    Ruth   E.      Mrs.    Ada   Campbell 
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passed  from  this  life  to  her  everlasting  rest  in  Sep- 
tember, 1881. 

The  old  house  which  Mr.  Campbell  first  erected 
has  given  way  to  a  comfortable  residence,  and  a 
nice  and  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings  adorn 
the  estate  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on 
which  general  farming  and  stock-raising  are  carried 
on  with  more  than  ordinary  success.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with 
the  township  offices  of  Supervisor,  which  office  he 
has  held  four  years  in  succession;  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  three  terms,  and  Highway  Commissioner 
one  year.  The  duties  of  these  responsible  offi- 
ces he  discharged  faithfully  and  conscientiously, 
and  with  satisfaction  to  all.  In  politics,  his  vote 
is  cast  with  the  Democratic  party 


r' 


^^EORGE  H.  BARKER,  a  substantial  farmer 
jll  ^^^^  residing  on  section  22,  Covert  Township, 
^^JjJ  Yan  Buren  County,  settled  here  in  the  fall 
of  1863,  although  he  had  been  in  the  county  some 
ten  years  previous.  He  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  12,  1832,  his  parents  being 
Lucius  B.  and  Lucinda  (Bly)  Barker,  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Russel  Barker,  removed  from  Massachu- 
setts to  New  York,  and  died  in  Madison  County. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  child  when  the 
family  came  to  New  York,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  was  married,  and  in  1836 
emigrated  to  Michigan,  settling  first  in  Washtenaw 
County,  and  later  in  Livingston  Count}^,  where  he 
carried  on  a  farm.  He  died  there  in  the  fallof 
1861,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his  age.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  is  still  living  and  resides  with  her 
daughter  in  Genesee  County,  this  State.  This 
worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
namely:  Mary,  Mrs.  Bush,  resides  in  Washtenaw 
County;  Russell  N.,  lives  in  Flint;  Ellen  married 
Elisha  Root,  and  died  in  Flint;  George  H.;  Ange- 
line,  Mrs.  Todd,  of  Genesee  County,  Mich.;  Jane, 
Mrs.  Hawkins,  lives  in  Detroit;  Nancy,  Mrs.  Todd, 
resides  in  Genesee  County;  Frank  M.  lives  in 
Washtenaw;  Philander,  who  was  a  member  of  the 


Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  died  while  in  the 
service;  and  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ed 
Wicks,  and  died  in  Flint. 

Our  subject  was  a  boy  when  his  father's  family 
came  to  Michigan.  There  were  many  children, 
and  each  one  did  what  he  could  to  assist  the  father 
in  gaining  a  living.  George  H.  attended  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  at  times  worked  with  his  father 
at  his  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  but,  disliking  the 
business  very  much,  when  sixteen  years  old  he 
went  to  live  with  a  sister,  and  was  employed  upon 
the  farm  until  he  reached  his  majority.  In  1853,  Mr. 
Barker  came  to  Yan  Buren  County,  and  worked  in 
the  lumber  woods.  Three  years  later  he  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Yan  Buren  County.  In  the  fall  of  1861, 
he  removed  to  Livingston  County;  here  on  Janu- 
ary 15,  1862,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  C.  De  Wolf, 
and  in  1863  settled  in  Covert  Township,  where  he 
had  x^urchased  land  some  years  previous.  Here  he 
cleared  up  and  improved  a  farm,  and  now  owns 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of  which 
ninety  acres  are  under  cultivation.  On  tliese  he 
has  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  all  the  many 
conveniences  so  necessary  to  a  farmer. 

Mrs.  Barker  is  the  daughter  of  Jason  and  Eliza- 
beth (Near)  De  Wolf ,  and  her  birth  took  place  in 
Livingston  County,  Mich.,  June  5,  1841.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  were  pio- 
neers of  Livingston  County,  where  they  resided 
until  the  death  of  the  father,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  and  the  mother,  when  seventy-nine  years 
of  age.  Duniel  De  Wolf,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Barker,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  was  at  Yalley  Forge  with  Gen.  Washington. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Wolf  had  five  children:  Ann,  wife 
of  Henry  Done;  Hiram  J.,  a  resident  of  Livingston 
County;  Mrs.  Barker;  Marj  L.,  wife  of  Thomas  J. 
Winegar,  of  Howell,  this  State;  and  Wesley  IL, 
also  a  resident  of  Livingston  County.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  also  had  ^nq  children,  namely: 
Hiram  D.,  who  died  in  childhood;  Zilpha  Y.,  and 
Grace  A.,  living  at  hoaie;  Cecil,  who  was  accident- 
ally shot  and  killed  in  January,  1891,  when  eight- 
een years  old;  and  Ernest  H. 

Mr.  Barker  belongs  to  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  held  several  local  offices,  and  has  '  een  Town- 
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ship  Supervisor  for  several  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
also  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  being  Master  of  the 
Bee  Hive  Lodge  for  many  years.  The  family  are 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed  by  their  neigh- 
bors and  friends. 


-^o_ 


■So~ 


ON.  SANFORD  H.  CORBYN.  This  gen- 
tleman is  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers 
of  Michigan  who  can  look  back  over  many 
years  of  hardship  and  toil  to  the  earl}^ 
days  when  this  now  flourishing  land  was  a  wilder- 
ness of  prairie  and  forest,  given  over  to  the  sav- 
age and  the  wild  beasts.  He  can  trace  with  pleas- 
ure and  pride  the  rapid  advance  of  the  State  in 
civilization,  and  his  stories  of  the  olden  time  are 
exceedingly  interesting  to  those  of  the  present 
generation  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  listen 
to  them. 

Mr.  Corb^^n  was  born  in  Windom  County,  Conn., 
September  13,  1807.  Although  a  mere  child  at 
the  time,  he  well  remembers  hearing  the  cannon- 
ading during  the  War  of  1812.  Joseph  B.  Cor- 
by n,  his  father,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Windom 
Count}^,  was  born  October  7,  1773.  He  was  a 
farrier  by  trade  and  also  carried  on  a  black- 
smith's shop,  at  the  same  time  operating  a  grist- 
mill. In  1815,  he  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  settled  upon  a  farm.  The  coun- 
try was  then  new  and  unbroken,  and  much  labor 
was  required  to  establish  a  comfortable  home. 
Here  he  remained  until  1846,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Macomb  County,  where  he 
died  in  1848.  He  was  an  excellent  man  and  a 
life-long  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  an- 
cestors came  from  England  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts at  an  early  day.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Howard,  w^as 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  whose  decease  occurred 
in  the  same  month  and  year  as  that  of  her  hus- 
band. This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  survive,  our  subject  being  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth  and  the  eldest  of  the  sons. 

Mr.  Corbyn  received    his  elementary  education 


in  the  district  school,  that  being  the  best  that 
could  be  obtained  at  that  time,  most  of  the  school- 
houses  being  of  log  and  the  teaching  generally 
corresponding  to  the  primitive  style  of  the 
building.  He  afterward,  however,  attended  an 
academy  at  Henrietta,  N.  Y.  Until  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  remained  at  home  with  his  father, 
assisting  him  in  his  various  duties  and  also  teach- 
ing school  during  the  winters  of  1828-29-30-31. 
In  the  spring  of  1831,  he  came  to  Michigan,  land- 
ing at  Detroit  and  spending  his  first  night  on  the 
docks.  Going  from  there  to  Macomb  County,  he 
took  up  a  good  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Ar- 
mada Township.  It  was  almost  an  unbroken  wil- 
derness, there  being  no  one  living  within  three 
miles  of  his  place.  • 

In  this  wild  region  our  subject  began  life  in 
earnest,  his  first  work  being  to  assist  his  uncle  in 
putting  up  a  log  cabin.  They  had  no  lack  of 
company,  for  Indians  were  all  about  them,  and 
wolves  and  bears  made  very  unw^elcome  visitors. 
Their  larder  was  well  supplied  with  wild  game, 
and  there  was  much  in  the  new  experience  that 
was  interesting.  In  company  with  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Corbyn  built  an  old-fashioned  sawmill;  in  this 
they  manufactured  some  boards  with  which  he 
built  a  very  primitive  frame  shanty  in  the  fol- 
lowing maimer:  He  nailed  his  boards  to  trees, 
which  answered  for  posts,  afterward  sawing  the 
trees  off  at  the  proper  height  and  roofing  it  over. 
In  one  corner  of  this  house  he  piled  a  lot  of  stones 
for  a  fire-place  and  made  a  hole  in  the  roof  to  al- 
low the  smoke  to  escape.  In  this  rude  structure 
he  remained  until  the  following  fall,  when  he  re- 
placed it  by  a  better  one  with  a  more  artistic  fire- 
place anvl  a  stick  chimney.  In  this  he  lived  until 
he  had  cleared  and  partially  improved  his  farm, 
and  in  1848  he  built  a  good  and  substantial 
house. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Corbyn  sold  out  his  first  farm  and 
came  to  Plainwell,  where  he  purchased  a  half-in- 
terest in  a  sawmill,  the  following  year  adding  a 
gristmill,  and  one  year  afterward  selling  out  both 
mills.  For  about  a  year  he  did  not  engage  in  any 
business,  at  which  time  the  mills  were  thrown 
back  upon  his  hands.  A  division  of  the  property 
was  made,  in  which  Mr.  Corbyn  took  the  sawmill 
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as  his  portion.  This  he  operated  for  fifteen  years, 
when  he  sold  out  to  the  Michigan  Paper  Company, 
taking  the  amount  due  him  in  stock  in  that  com- 
pany, but  has  since  disposed  of  it.  Our  subject 
was  twice  married,  his  first  union  to  Miss  Delia 
T.  Pierson,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
taking  place  in  September,  1834.  Mrs.  Corbyn 
was  born  December  20,  1809,  and  departad  this 
life  December  26,  1874.  Of  this  marriage  three 
children  were  born:  Martha  R.,  Knowlton  P.  and 
Arthur  H.  Martha  R.  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
Millspaugh,  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y. 
He  came  to  Michigan  in  1834,  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Macomb 
County,  where  they  both  died.  He  became  a 
resident  of  Plainwell  in  December,  1872,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  Almon  and  Ella. 

Knowlton  P.  became  a  Civil  Engineer  and  went 
to  Texas,  where  he  followed  his  profession  for 
several  j-ears.  He  was  one  of  the  contractors  who 
put  in  the  water  works  at  Hyde  Park,  Chicago. 
He  lost  his  life  while  out  at  the  crib  at  work, 
when  a  gale  swept  himself  and  several  companions 
into  the  lake.  He  was  married  and  had  one 
daughter,  Marcia,  who  resides  in  Chicago.  Arthur 
H.  is  married  and  lives  on  a  farm  at  Alamo, 
Kalamazoo  County.  He  has  two  children.  Mr. 
Corbyn  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  was  again 
married.  May  4,  1876,  to  Mrs.  Betsey  (Hakes) 
Hitchcock,  a  native  of  New  York,  whose  death 
took  place  April  6,  1891. 

Mr.  Corbyn  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat,  cast- 
ing his  first  vote,  in  1828,  for  Gen.  Jackson.  He 
has  been  a  delegate  to  various  State  and  county 
conventions.  In  the  fall  of  1850,  he  was  elected 
State  Representative  of  Macomb  County,  attend- 
ing the  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  dur- 
ing the  following  winter  and  an  extra  session 
in  June.  He  served  on  several  important  com- 
mittees and  on  a  special  committee  pertaining 
to  the  Indian  question.  He  was  elected  one  of 
the  three  County  Commissioners  who  formed 
the  first  board  ever  elected  in  Macomb  County 
serving  for  two  years.  He  also  filled  the  offices 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  School  Inspector,  and 
numerous  others,  being   in  active  service  for  over 


twenty  years.  He  was  never  nominated  for  any 
office  in  which  he  failed  of  election.  He  has  been 
a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  over  sixty  years,  helping  to  organize 
that  church  in  Macomb  County.  He  has  led  a 
most  exemplary  life,  and  has  been  a  warm  advo- 
cate of  temperance  reforms.  In  his  declining 
years  Mr.  Corbyn  can  look  back  over  a  life  well 
spent,  feeling  that  his  influence  has  ever  been 
given  on  the  side  of  justice  and  right  and  that  he 
has  ever  held  an  honorable  place  in  the  esteem  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  the  warm  affection  of  his 
more  intimate  friends  and  associates. 


-^ 
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ILTON  CHASE,  M.D.  To  be  descended 
from  honorable  and  able  progenitors  has 
Iti  long  since  been  considered  a  source  of 
^  honest    pride.     Yet  this  feeling  has    not 

been  cultivated  in  this  country  as  it  is  among  the 
people  of  other  nations,  where  the  heritage  of 
rank  reinforces  the  heritage  of  character  in  the 
popular  estimation.  Still,  among  our  best  families, 
we  find  a  disposition  to  remember  the  acts  of  our 
forefathers,  and  to  encourage  the  recital  of  their 
deeds;  and  in  remembering  their  worth,  we  are  in- 
cited to  emulate  their  lives. 

Dr.  Chase,  of  this  sketch,  has  had  a  wide  experi- 
ence in  the  medical  profession,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  successful  physicians  of  Otsego. 
He  keeps  thoroughly  posted  in  regard  to  all  the 
theories  advanced  by  the  profession,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  popular  medical  works,  has  a  library  of  well- 
selected  books,  the  contents  of  which  fully  attest 
the  culture  and  literary  standing  of  himself  and 
family.  The  Doctor  is  a  strong  temperance  man, 
and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  pro- 
hibition in  Allegan  County. 

Dr.  Chase  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  this 
vState,  September  1,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Warren 
Chase,  a  native  of  Cornish,  Sullivan  County,  N.  H. 
The  father  emigrated  to  Monroe  County  about 
1832,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
In  1838  he  sent  a  stock  of  dry-good  to  Kenosha, 
Wis.,  where  he  intended  opening  up  in  business. 
But  upon  arriving  in  that  place,  he  found   that 
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his  goods  had  not  arrived,  so  he  was  without 
money  and  without  goods.  He  immediately  set 
to  work  to  repair  his  lost  fortune,  and  remained 
m  that  place  for  five  j'^ears.  Later  he  moved  to 
Ceresco,  where  he  organized  the  Wisconsin  Phalanx 
on  the  Fourier  plan  of  co-operative  association. 

Warren  Chase  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
politics,  and  became  a  noted  Free-soiler.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  State,  and  last  Terri- 
torial, Legislature  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  candi- 
date in  1846  for  Governor  of  Wisconsin  on  the 
Free-soil  ticket,  carrying  his  own  town  and  county, 
but  was  defeated.  Mr.  Chase  went  to  California, 
and  there  his  fellow-townsmen,  recognizing  his 
superior  executive  ability,  elected  him  to  represent 
them  in  the  Legislature,  his  election  taking  place 
from  Santa  Barbara  on  the  Greenback  ticket.  He 
was  a  radical  politician,  being  first  a  Free-soiler, 
then  an  Anti-Slavery  man,  later  a  Republican  and 
finally  a  Green  backer.  He  lived  in  various  States, 
and  had  a  national  reputation  as  a  lecturer  on 
spiritualism,  being  in  the  field  for  forty  years. 
He  died  at  Cobden  in  1888,  when  seventy-seven 
years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  culture  and  edu- 
cation, and  although  studying  law  when  a  young 
man,  never  practiced. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Mary  P.  White,  a  native  of  Newport,  Sullivan 
County,  N.  H.  She  died  in  1881,  leaving  a 
family,  of  whom  three  grew  to  maturity.  Milton 
Chase,  of  this  sketch,  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Ceresco,  Wis.  His  father 
had  donated  the  land  on  which  to  erect  the  Brock- 
away  College,  and  in  that  institution  Dr.  Chase 
took  a  course  of  study.  On  entering  the  Ann 
Arbor  High  School,  he  intended  to  follow  a  liter- 
ary life,  but  later  adopted  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine as  his  life  calling,  and  in  order  to  perfect 
himself  in  his  studies,  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1858,  and 
received  his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1861. 

The  August  following  his  graduation.  Dr.  Chase 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  Sixth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  under  Col.  Curtenius,  of  Kalamazoo. 
With  his  regiment  he  was  sent  to  Baltimore.  He 
had  only  one  day's  duty  as  a  private,  and  that 
was  before  he  left  Kalamazoo.     As   soon   as   his 


regiment  arrived  at  Baltimore,  the  Assistant  Sur- 
geon, Simon  S.  S.  French,  was  detached,  and  our 
subject  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  He 
performed  the  duties  of  that  position  on  the  pay 
of  a  private  soldier,  receiving  only  $13  per  month. 
January  1,  1862,  he  was  appointed  Hospital  Stew- 
ard, and  in  October,  1862,  he  received  a  commission 
as  Assistant  Surgeon,  to  date  back  to  July  20,  1862. 
He  continued  in  that  capacity  with  his  regiment 
until  August  8,  1864,  when  he  resigned  and  re- 
turned home.  Dr.  Chase  was  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  conscientious  surgeons,  as  regarded 
his  professional  duties,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf,  being  always  ready  and  willing  to  perform 
any  work  assigned  him.  His  regiment  suffered 
greatly  from  sickness,  his  department  being  as- 
signed to  the  Gulf,  where  it  was  very  unhealthy. 
During  the  three  years  of  his  enlistment,  he  only 
lost  one  day  on  account  of  sickness,  which  is  a 
most  remarkable  record,  and  perhaps  can  be  ac- 
counted for,  to  some  extent,  by  stating  that  he 
never  used  liquor  or  tobacco  in  any  of  its  forms. 

December  7, 1864,  Dr.  Chase  and  Miss  Elizabeth  P. 
Moore,  of  Ypsilanti,  were  made  man  and  wife.  Mrs. 
Chase  is  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Sarah  Moore, 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  original  inventor 
and  patentee  of  the  grain  drill.  He  was  a  Quaker, 
and  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  being  a 
native  of  the  Salisbury  Church  in  that  county, 
which  was  the  first  Quaker  Church  organized  in 
the  United  States.  Mrs.  Chase  is  also  a  birth-right 
member  of  that  church.  Her  father  died  about 
1876,  but  her  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years. 

After  his  marriage,  Dr.  Chase,  in  January,  1865, 
located  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he  practiced  his  pro- 
fession for  two  years.  He  than  came  to  Otsego, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  He  is  now  the  oldest 
physician  in  this  place,  and  is  much  looked  up  to  by 
all  the  fraternity.  The  family  of  the  Doctor  and 
his  amiable  wife  comprises  seven  children:  Sarah 
T.;  Warren  P.  and  Mary  P.,  twins;  Zantippe,  Zada, 
Alta,  Milton.  Sarah  T.  took  a  four  years'  course 
in  the  Ypsilanti  High  School,  and  is  at  present 
teaching  Latin  and  English  grammar  in  the  High 
School  at  Traverse  City,  this  State;  Warren  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  paper  mill  at  Otsego,  while  Mary  is 
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teaching  school  in  Otsego;  the  remaining  four 
children  are  at  home  with  their  parents,  where 
they  are  receiving  excellent  training.  Dr.  Chase 
was  identified  with  the  Republican  party  until 
about  six  years  ago,  when  he  allied  himself  on 
the  side  of  Prohibition,  and  has  been  Chairman 
of  the  Central  Committee  for  the  past  four  years. 

Like  his  illustrious  father,  Dr.  Chase  has  been 
very  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  by  occupying 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  seven  years, 
has  shown  himself  to  be  capable  of  close  applica- 
tion to  the  duties  which  the  office  involves,  and, 
by  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise  course,  has 
been  of  untold  value  to  the  community.  He  has 
been  fearless  in  executing  the  law  in  regard  to  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Otsego,  and  by  so 
doing  has  endeared  himself  to  all  law-abiding  citi- 
zens. He  has  done  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other 
man  toward  breaking  the  liquor  "ring"  in  the 
towns,  and,  to  his  honor  be  it  said,  there  is  not  a 
licensed  saloon  in  the  place. 

Dr.  Chase  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  is  a  Patron  of  Husbandry,  and  a 
Royal  Templar  of  Temperance.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  and  at  the  present  time 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners 
in  the  county.  In  church  relations,  Mrs.  Chase  is 
a  conscientious  member  of  the  Congregational 
Society.  The  Doctor  holds  the  offices  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  in  the  Episcopal  Mission,  located  at 
Otsego.  All  in  all.  Dr.  Chase  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent physicians  of  the  county,  and  we  are  gratified 
to  be  able  to  place  in  the  hands  of  our  readers,  a 
sketch  of  so  worthy  a  gentleman. 


^  OHN  BRASON,  a  self-made  man  who  is  now 
practically  living  a  retired  life  on  section 
17,  Cheshire  Township,  Allegan  County,  is 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  He  was  born 
December  21,  1826,  in  Monroe  County,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Jane  (Love)  Brason,  who  were 
natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  The  father  emigrated 
to  Canada  in  1820,  and  there  married  Miss  Love. 
The  following  year  he  removed  to  Monroe  County, 


N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  upon  a  farm  but  afterwards 
sold  out  and  took  up  his  residence  upon  an  un- 
improved farm  m  Cattaraugus  County.  After 
partially  clearing  this,  he  removed  to  Allegany 
County.  In  1851,  the  horses  which  he  was  driving 
to  a  threshing  machine  ran  away  and  he  thus  met 
his  death.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1864. 
They  were  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 
The  latter  died  in  1846,  and  the  brother,  who  went 
to  California  in  1849,  is  probably  also  deceased. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  John  Brason 
spent  the  days  of  his  boj'hood  and  youth,  and  his 
services  were  given  to  his  father  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  His  educational  privilege  w^as  limited 
to  a  few  terms'  attendance  at  a  district  school.  His 
parents  were  poor  and  he  often  had  nothing  to 
take  for  his  lunch  but  johnny-cake  with  "pump- 
kin sass"  on  it.  Beginning  life  for  himself,  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand,  receiving  from  $11  to  $15 
per  month,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  one  man  for 
four  years.  We  thus  see  that  his  life  was  not  an 
easy  one,  but  perseverance  and  industry  overcame 
the  difficulties  of  those  early  years. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Brason  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Susanna  Pierson,  who  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  April  15,  1831,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Hannah  (Slussar)  Pierson, 
both  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the  former  born 
in  1804,  the  latter  in  1810.  Mr.  Pierson  was  a 
farmer  and  died  in  1865.  His  widow  still  survives 
him  and  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Brason.  In 
the  family  were  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living.  One  son,  Egbert  B.,  was  a  member  of 
the  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  in  the  late 
war  and  gave  his  life  in  defense  of  his  country. 
He  was  stationed  near  Ft.  Ethan  Allen,  near  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  died  in  the  hospital  at  City 
Point,  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  Brason  and  his  wife 
resided  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  until  1860, 
when  they  bade  good-by  t)  their  old  home  and 
emigrated  to  Michigan,  locating  on  section  16, 
Cheshire  Township.  A  wild  and  timbered  tract 
of  land  constituted  their  farm,  upon  which  not  a 
furrow  had  been  turned  or  an  improvement  made, 
but  with  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Brason  began 
its   development.     Selling   out   in    1869,   he     re- 
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moved  to  another  farm,  upon  wliicli  he  built  a  res- 
idence, barns  and  fences,  and  cleared  fifty  acres. 
In  1873  he  sold  it  for  $4,000.  His  present  home, 
he  erected  in  1869,  at  a  cost  of  $2,800.  His  farm 
he  purchased  from  an  Indian  family,  and  he  now 
has  sixty  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
leaving  only  twenty  acres  unimproved.  With  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brason  reside  their  adopted  daughter, 
Eva  Rose,  and  her  family.  Slie  was  born  in  Che- 
shire Township,  in  1859,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
De  Witt  C.  Smith,  by  whom  she  has  five  children. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brason  hold  membership  with  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  Steward 
and  Trustee  and  in  Sunday-school  work  they  also 
take  an  active  part,  Mrs.  Brason  having  served 
both  as  teacher  and  Superintendent.  They  have 
lived  upright  lives,  worthy  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  all  and  have  thereby  won  many  friends. 
In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Brason  was  formerly  a 
Republican  but  is  now  independent.  He  has  held 
a  number  of  official  positions,  having  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  from  1862  until  1867,  as 
Supervisor  of  Cheshire  Township  from  1865  until 
1868,  and  has  been  connected  with  the  School  Board 
during  almost  his  entire  residence  here.  We  see 
in  our  subject  a  self-made  man  who,  though  tie  be- 
gan life  with  nothing,  has  steadily  worked  his 
way  upward,  overcoming  the  difficulties  in  his  path, 
until  he  has  reached  a  position  of  affluence.  Great 
credit  does  he  deserve  for  his  success. 


AMUEL  R.  ARTHURS.  This  gentleman 
is  a  resident  of  Covert,  w^here  he  has  been 
carr}' ing  on  a  hardware  store  for  the  last 
two  years.  He  was  born  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  September  19,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  R.  and  Francis  (Rogers)  Arthurs,  natives  of 
Clarion  County,  Pa.,  and  Portage  County,  Ohio, 
respectively.  John  R.  Arthurs  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
when  eighteen  years  old,  and  worked  at  his  trade, 
that  of  a  carpenter,  in  Portage  County,  where 
he  was  married  and  resided  until  1855,  when 
he  purchased  a  small  farm  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  in  that 
county,  October  5,  1859,  when  fifty-two  years  old. 


His  wife  departed  this  life,  January  16, 1860,  when 
thirty-seven  years  of  age.  Their  family  comprised 
four  children  as  follows:  William  H.,  who  is  a 
carpenter  and  resides  in  Ridgway,  Elk  County, 
Pa.;  Philonzo,  who  died  October  4,  1861,  in  Port- 
age County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  our 
subject,  and  Mary  J.,  who  first  married  Charles  C. 
Lincoln  and  is  now  Mrs.  Alonzo  B.  Smith  and  who 
resides  in  Covert  Township. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Scotland  who  came  to  Pennsylvania 
when  a  young  man  and  there  married.  John  Ar- 
thurs, the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
was  a  soldier  in  the  W^ar  of  1812.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  passed  his  bo^diood  on  his  fatlier'sfarm 
where  he  attended  the  district  school  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  at  that  time  going  to  the  oil  re- 
gions of  Pennsylvania  and  clerking  in  a  store  for 
one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio,  and  attended 
a  select  school  until  the  following  spring,  when 
he  went  to  Jefferson  County,  Pa.,  and  took  charge 
of  a  general  store  for  an  uncle,  conducting  the 
business  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  he  went  into  the  lumber  regions  of 
Pennsylvania  and  for  one  year  had  charge  of  a 
sawmill  owned  by  his  uncle. 

In  June, 1869,  Mr.  Arthurs  again  returned  home 
to  take  care  of  his  father  who  was  very  ill  and 
with  whom  he  lemained  until  his  death.  He  af- 
terward worked  on  a  farm  until  his  marriage, 
January  1,  1873,  to  Miss  Nettie  M.  Bostwick. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  May 
14,  1848  and  was  the  daughter  of  Agur  and  Mary 
C.  Bostwick.  Of  this  marriage  two  children  have 
been  born:  Benton  P.,  born  November  5,  1874, 
and  Leroy  E.,  August  2,  1880.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Arthurs  engaged  in  the  live-stock  business  one 
year,  and  then  went  on  the  road  with  a  wholesale 
notion  wagon  for  Leek,  Doring  &  Co.,  of  Cleve- 
land, which  business  he  followed  for  four  years. 
He  afterward  traveled  for  the  same  firm  three 
years  more  and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Isom 
&  Foote,  traveling  for  them  six  months,  when  the 
firm  changed  hands  and  he  remained  with  their 
successors  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  He  was  then 
employed  for  one  year  in  the  same    capacity  with 
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Alcott  Sager  &  Co.,  and  for  the  same  length  of 
time  with  Joseph  Horn  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  On 
account  of  his  health,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the 
road  and  became  superintendent  of  a  stock-farm 
for  A.  A.  Kitzmiller,  which  position  he  held  for 
eighteen  months  when  the  farm  was  sold. 

Mr.  Arthurs  now  rented  and  conducted  a  large 
farm  in  Portage  County  for  one  year,  when  he 
went  to  Kentuck}^  to  again  take  charge  of  the  stock- 
farm  for  Mr.  Kitzmiller,  but  only  remained  two 
months,  his  family  not  being  satisfied  with  the 
climate.  He  then  came  to  Covert  and  purchased 
a  farm  which  he  cultivated  for  eighteen  months, 
when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present  store. 

Mr.  Arthurs  is  an  active  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
Township  Committee  and  always  ready  to  assist  in 
whatever  promises  to  be  for  the  welfare  of  his 
community.  He  has  been  frequently  solicited  to 
become  a  candidate  for  office,  but  cares  nothing 
about  public  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  in  which  society  he  has  passed  all  the  de- 
grees. 

^ILLIAM  CRISPE,  Y.  S.  This  prominent 
business  man  of  Plainwell,  in  addition  to 
his  duties  as  a  veterinary  surgeon,  is  en- 
gaged in  carrying  on  a  thriving  business,  speculat- 
ing in  horses.  He  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Eliza- 
beth (Munn)  Crispe,  natives  of  England,  as  was 
also  our  subject,  his  birth  taking  place  September 
3,  1834  in  Kent  County. 

The  elder  Mr.  Crispe  was  a  miller  by  trade,  but 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  farming.  In  1851  he 
emigrated  with  his  family  to  America,  his  first 
stopping-place  being  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  four  years,  and  in  1855  came  to 
Plainwell,  Allegan  County,  when  there  was  little 
more  than  a  mere  settlement  where  that  now 
flourishing  city  is  located.  He  died  August  21, 
1888,  when  in  his  eighty -seventh  year. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living.  His  boyhood  days  in 
England  were  mostly  spent  <jn  the  farm  and  his 
educational  advantages  limited  to  the  common 
schools.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  America 
in  1851,  since  which  time  he  has  been    his   own 
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master.  He  worked  at  various  occupations  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  after  coming  to  Plainwell 
learned  milling  in  the  first  flouring  mill  built  at 
this  place.  He  later  was  employed  in  mills  in 
Battle  Creek  for  about  one  year  and  previous  to 
that  time  went  to  Minnesota,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  like  manner;  he  was  likewise  en- 
gaged in  the  miller's  trade  in  Wisconsin,  and  at 
Prairie  Du  Chien  he  conducted  a  livery  for  about 
one  year. 

In  1866  William  Crispe  purchased  a  livery  stable 
in  Plainwell  and  continued  successfully  in  that 
line  of  business  until  1885,  owning  a  'bus  line  and 
carrying  the  mail  in  Plainwell  for  about  seventeen 
years.  Since  disposing  of  his  livery  stock,  he  has 
maintained  a  feed  barn,  and  sells  buggies,  horises, 
etc.  Mr.  Crispe,  after  engaging  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness, gave  some  attention  to  the  diseases  of  horses 
and  made  a  study  of  various  authentic  works  on 
that  subject.  He  has  for  years  been  recognized  as 
a  most  reliable  and  intelligent  veterinary  surgeon, 
although  not  a  graduate  of  any  veterinary  college. 
His  judgment  in  that  line  is  considered  second  to 
that  of  no  man  in  this  section  of  the  countiy. 

Our  subject  and  Miss  Nellie  Smith  were  married 
April  3,  1864.  Mrs.  Crispe  is  a  native  of  Cale- 
donia, N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Margaret 
(Campbell)  Smith,  and  by  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject has  become  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter, Katie,  a  most  excellent  and  intelligent  young 
lady  and  a  graduate  of  the  Plainwell  High  School. 
In  his  political  predilection,  our  subject  is  a  thor- 
ough Democrat,  finding  in  the  tenets  and 
doctrines  of  that  party  the  balance  of  what  is 
truest  and  best  in  political  life.  He  was  honored 
by  his  townsmen  by  being  elected  to  an  office  on 
the  Village  Board  for  a  term  of  two  years.  In 
social  matters,  he  is  a  Mason. 

Besides  property  in  Plainwell,  Mr.  Crispe  owns 
a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  west  of 
town  in  Otsego  Township.  He  began  life  with  no 
means,  whatever,  and  is  now  recognized  as  one  of 
the  wealthy  men  of  the  township,  a  position  which 
he  has  attained  by  hard  work  and  good  manage- 
ment. He  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense 
of  that  term,  his  success  being  due  to  his  close  and 
intelligent  application  to  business. 
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(^  jpITAAAM  G.  KIRBY  stands  among  the 
\/y//    ^^I'^o^^st  of  the  farmers  who  have  been  so 

\y^  largely  instrumental  in  the  upbuilding  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  his  name  will  forever  be 
associated  with  its  substantial  growth.  He  is  a 
large  landholder  and  an  extensive  dealer  in  stock, 
and  has  acquired  wealth  by  his  enterprise  and  bus- 
iness tact.  His  handsome  residence  on  his  farm 
on  section  5,  Charleston  Township,  is  a  model 
country  home,  of  a  pleasing  style  of  architecture, 
and  well  fitted  up,  and  here  he  and  his  amiable 
wife  enjoy  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life, 
and  dispense  a  pleasant  hospitality  to  the  friend  or 
stranger  within  their  gate. 

Mr.  Kirby  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
August  22,  1822,  the  sixth  child  and  third  son  of 
eTohn  and  Freelove  (Lyon)  Kirb}^,  whose  history  is 
given  in  the  sketch  of  the  Hon.  John  W.  Kirby, 
brother  of  our  subject.  William  G.  Kirby  passed 
his  early  years  in  his  native  place,  obtaining  his 
education  in  the  local  schools,  and  acquiring  a 
thorough  familiarity  with  the  routine  of  farm 
work  on  his  father's  farm,  which  was  his  birth- 
place. 

September  15,  1846,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Rhoda,  the  second  daughter  of  David 
and  Pamelia  (Howland)  Swetland.  She  was  born 
in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  January  26,  1829,  and 
was  ten  years  old  when  she  accompanied  her  fam- 
ily to  Michigan.  When  slie  was  but  five  years  old, 
her  father  died.  She  remained  in  this  State  until 
she  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  then  returned  to 
her  native  place,  where  she  was  subsequently 
wedded  to  our  subject.  They  spent  the  first  four 
years  of  their  married  life  in  Columbia  County  on 
a  farm,  and  then  went  to  Saratoga  County,  in  the 
same  State,  where  Mr.  Kirby  farmed  two  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  mercantile  business,  and  for  eight  years  con- 
ducted a  hardware  store  in  Crescent  City. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Kirby  disposed  of  his  business  in 
New  York,  settled  up  his  affairs,  and  came  to 
Michigan  to  make  his  home  for  the  future  in  Kal- 
amazoo County,  taking  up  his  residence  where  he 
now  resides,  in  Charleston  Township.  But  little 
attempt  at  improvement  had  been  made,  and  the 
family  moved  into  a  log  house  that  stood  on  the 
place.     Mr.  Kirby  has  since   substituted    for   that 
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humble  abode  an  elegant  two-story  frame  dwell- 
ing, built  in  1872,  and  he  now  has  everything  to 
make  a  first-class  farm.  In  1871,  he  erected  one  of 
the  largest  barns  in  the  county,  50x75  feet  in  di- 
mensions, with  a  fine  basement,  and  cupola  crown- 
ing the  building,  sixt.y-two  feet  from  the  ground 
floor,  the  barn  having  ample  room  for  two  hun- 
dred tons  of  ha}^  and  a  thousand  bushels  of  wheat, 
besides  plenty  of  space  for  a  large  amount  of 
stock. 

Our  subject  has  handled  a  great  deal  of  stock, 
having  had  as  many  as  fifteen  hundred  head  at 
one  time.  He  used  to  ship  extensively  to  Buffalo 
and  other  points,  and  for  several  years  he  and  his 
son  William  carried  on  a  large  business  in  that 
line  together.  His  son  is  still  so  engaged,  and  he 
keeps  thirty  blooded  brood  mares  for  him.  Mr. 
Kirby  has  two  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land  in 
the  home  place;  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  in 
Ross  Township;  eighty  acres  on  section  11,  Char- 
leston Township;  twelve  acres  of  valuable  real  es- 
tate on  Prospect  Hill,  in  the  best  residence  part 
of  the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  and  he  has  two  hundred 
acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  St.  Joseph 
County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  have  two  daughters  and 
one  son:  Millie,  widow  of  Dr.  Henry  Upjohn, 
and  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo;  William  S.,  of  whom 
a  biography  appears  in  this  volume;  and  Mary  S., 
who  resides  with  her  parents.  Silas  S.  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  and  Pamelia  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years. 

Perhaps  no  man  is  more  widely  known  through- 
out this  and  adjoining  counties  than  William  G. 
Kirby,  his  extensive  operations  in  the  past  having 
brought  him  into  contact  with  many  people,  who 
regard  him  highly,  both  as  to  his  personal  quali- 
ties and  as  to  his  standing  as  an  honorable  busi- 
ness man,  who  has  made  his  money  through  legiti- 
mate channels  of  trade;  and  he  is  known  by  his 
neighbors  and  friends  to  be  considerate  and  just, 
high-minded  and  open-handed.  The  duties  of  citi- 
zenship have  met  with  a  ready  response  from  him, 
and  he  has  shared  the  responsibilities  of  public  life 
with  his  fellow-men.  For  eight  years  he  looked 
closely  after  the  interests  of  Charleston  Township 
as  it3  representative  on  the  Kalamazoo  County 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  he  has  intei-ested  himself 
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in  educational  matters  as  an  incumbent  of  various 
school  offices.  He  is  familiar  with  the  ins  and  outs 
of  politics,  and  is  an  advocate  of  the  Democratic 
party.  See  portraits  of  this  honored  citizen  and 
his  estimable  wife. 
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ON.  CHARLES  SEDGWICK  MAY,  of  Kal- 
amazoo was  born  in  Sand  is  field,  Mass., 
March  22,  1830.  When  he  was  about  four 
^  years  old,  his  parents  removed  to  a  farm  in 
this  county,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood.  Upon 
completing  an  academic  education  at  the  Kalama- 
zoo branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  he  stud- 
ied law  at  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  at  Battle  Creek, 
near  his  home,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
Kalamazoo,  in  1857.  He  immediately  began  prac- 
tice at  the  latter  place  but  continued  little  over  a 
year,  when  he  became  associate  editor  of  the  De- 
troit Tribune.  In  this  capacity  and  that  of  Wash- 
ington correspondent  to  the  same  paper,  he  re- 
mained until  1856,  when  he  again  resumed  his  pro- 
fession at  Kalamazoo. 

The  office  of  County  Attorney,  which  Mr.  May 
was  occupying,  he  resigned  in  1861,  and  raised 
Company  K,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  which  was 
the  first  volunteer  company  from  Kalamazoo.  One 
week  after  the  first  gun  was  fired  on  Ft.  Sumter, 
they  were  sent  to  the  seat  of  war.  Mr.  May  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  preliminary  experiences  and 
hardships  of  the  campaign,  never  shirking  any 
duty,  although  suffering  from  ill  health  and  over- 
exertion. He  led  his  company  with  honor  in  the 
battles  of  Blackburn's  Ford  and  Bull  Run,  com- 
manding the  advance  picket  guard,  which  was  two 
miles  before  the  main  army,  on  the  night  before 
the  last-named  battle.  He  was  trusted  and  com- 
mended by  his  superiors,  and  was  the  first  officer 
of  his  regiment  to  be  recommended  by  Gen.  Rich- 
ardson for  promotion,  but  continued  ill-health 
compelled  him,  at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  to 
leave  the  service,  when  his  resignation  was  duly 
accepted  and  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  army. 

Upon  his  return  home,  Mr.  May  resumed  profes- 
sional practice.  However,  he  was  not  long  allowed 


to  remain  in  retirement,  for  the  eye  of  the  State 
was  upon  him,  and  in  1863,  w^hile  still  a  young 
man,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  capacity  he  presided  over 
three  sessions  of  the  Senate  with  marked  ability, 
although  he  was  the  youngest  man  in  that  body. 
His  reputation  as  a  speaker  soon  became  a  National 
one,  and  his  address  to  the  Senate,  February  9, 1863, 
in  favor  of  upholding  the  war,  was  printed  and 
widely  circulated  throughout  the  Northwest,  while 
an  address,  entitled  "Union,  Victory  and  Freedom," 
made  by  the  unanimous  request  of  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  was  printed  in  pamphlet  form 
and  copied  in  the  Republican  journals  of  the  entire 
West. 

Our  subject  was  soon  actively  engaged  as  speaker 
for  the  Republican  cause,  and  in  1866  presided 
over  the  State  Convention  of  that  party  at  Detroit. 
Giving  his  support  in  1872  to  the  liberal  Republi- 
can candidate,  Horace  Greeley,  he  was  nominated 
for  Presidential  Elector-at-Large  for  the  State,  and 
although  prevented  by  ill-health  from  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  campaign,  he  delivered  at  his 
home  an  address  which  w^as  largely  used  as  a  cam- 
paign document  throughout  the  country.  His 
speech  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks,  delivered  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  widely  published  by  the  en- 
tire Democratic  press.  In  1880,  he  stumped  Michi- 
gan and  Indiana  for  Gen.  Hancock,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter State  made  a  speech  wdiich  was  also  used  as  a 
campaign  document  throughout  the  entire  party. 

The  years  1882-84  found  Mr.  May  on  the  stump, 
but  again  ill-health  prevented  him  from  engaging 
actively  in  the  campaign  of  the  latter  year.  For 
his  valuable  services,  he  has  twice  received  the 
votes  of  the  Democratic  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture for  United  States  Senator,  and  twice  been 
urged  to  accept  the  nomination  for  Congress  in  his 
district,  but  declined  the  latter  honor  on  both  oc- 
casions. Yet  it  is  hardly  in  the  field  of  political 
life  that  he  has  become  most  widely  known;  al- 
though devoting  every  energy  to  a  cause,  when 
once  espoused,  he  is  not  in  the  strictest  sense  a 
partisan.  With  an  unswerving  regard  for  prin- 
ciple, a  pronounced  independence,  and  an  unyield- 
ing moral  courage,  he  has  never  made  himself  sub- 
servient to  any  party,  and  has  ever  kept  himself 
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aloof  from  the  mere  machine  politicians  that  so 
largely  constitute  our  political  organizations  of  the 
present  day;  rather  as  a  professional  and  popular 
orator  has  Mr.  May  gained  a  reputation  which  has 
become  truly  national. 

His  arguments  in  the  famous  Pierce  will  case, 
and  in  other  important  jury  trials,  and  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  compel  the  Regents  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  by  mandamus,  to  establish  a 
chair  of  Homeopathy  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislature,  and  an  address  before  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  University,  entitled  "Trial  by 
Jury,"  have  given  him  a  standing  as  an  advocate 
second  to  few  in  the  Northwest,  while  his  eulog}^ 
upon  Charles  Sumner,  his  Centennial  Address  up- 
on Patrick  Henry,  and  many  other  efforts  of  equal 
power,  have  entitled  him  to  a  place  in  the  front 
rank  of  American  orators.  In  1863,  a  series  of 
addresses,  made  in  Montreal,  Toronto,  Portland  and 
Boston,  in  connection  with  an  excursion  of  West- 
ern Boards  of  Trade,  and  in  1887  another  series 
for  the  legal  suppression  of  intemperance,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Prohibition  Bureau, 
delivered  in  Toronto,  Baltimore,  New  York  City 
and  different  places  in  New  York  State  and  Massa- 
chusetts, were  highly  commended  by  Eastern  jour- 
nals, and  have  greatly  extended  his  reputation 
throughout  the  East.  As  a  speaker,  he  is  forcible 
and  earnest,  his  diction  at  all  times  pure  and  flow- 
ing, his  manner  self-possessed,  and  as  he  advances 
with  his  subject,  he  warms  to  a  glow  of  oratory 
that  charms  all  who  hear  him.  Though  unobtru- 
sive in  demeanor,  he  is  recognized  as  a  thoroughly 
independent  thinker,  and  an  affable,  scholarly,  cul- 
tivated gentleman. 

He  has  been  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  City  since 
first  coming  here  when  but  a  lad,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  years  1876-79,  when  he  resided  in  De- 
troit. While  there,  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  for  many  years  afterward  was 
intrusted  with  cases  of  great  moment,  both  in  the 
State  and  Federal  Courts.  Many  of  his  professional 
addresses  have  been  embodied  in  works  of  juris- 
prudence throughout  the  country.  Nor  is  he 
without  honor  in  other  connections,  for  he  was  for 
a  number  of  years  Vice-president  of  the  National 
Unitarian    Conference,    and    in    1870,   upon    the 


death  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Elliott,  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
President.  He  has  delivered  four  addresses  during 
the  last  twenty  years  before  the  Pioneer  Society 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  which  were  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  pioneers. 

In  1888,  on  account  of  failing  health,  Gov.  May 
retired  from  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
and  erected  a  country  home  on  the  banks  of  Gull 
Lake,  about  twelve  miles  from  Kalamazoo,  where 
with  his  family  he  spends  the  summer  months  amid 
the  beautiful  scenery  of  that  popular  summer 
resort.  This  place,  called  Island  View,  comprises 
five  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  and  commands 
a  wide  prospect  of  land  and  water.  He  has  a  home 
in  Kalamazoo,  where  he  spends  his  winters,  and 
latterly  has  been  engaged  in  literary  pursuits  and 
lecturing.  He  married  Miss  p]dna  Eliza  Dailey, 
of  Battle  Creek,  and  tliey  have  three  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  who  are  well  educated  and 
occupy  good  positions  in  society. 


<|  I^ILLIAM  H.  LITTLE  was  born  in  Kala- 
\/^//  mazoo  County,  September  28,  1837,  and 
^^  is  at  present  residing  on  section  20,  Rich- 
land Township.  He  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Ruth 
(Fuller)  Little,  who  came  to  the  Wolverine  State 
with  their  family  in  1831.  They  made  their 
home  for  a  few  months  in  Comstock  Township, 
wiien  they  came  to  Richland  Township  and  lo- 
cated on  section  14,  which  was  a  new  tract  of 
land.  Mr.  Little's  father  was  one  of  the  first 
men  in  that  township,  and  has  been  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  the  wonderful  development  of  that  section. 
Henry  Little  died  in  Kalamazoo,  in  May,  1890. 
He  was  the  parent  of  six  children,  three  of  whom 
survive:  Frank,  William  H.  and  Albert.  When 
our  subject's  father  was  a  lad,  his  mother  died 
and  he  was  bound  out  to  strangers,  and  w^orked  in 
that  way  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  was  a 
very  prominent  man  and  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Richland  Township.  He  was  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  by  occupation,  following  that  trade 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  a  millwright, 
and  did  a  great  deal  of  that  kind  of  work  in  the 
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county.  With  his  wife,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  the  East,  but  later  in 
life  joined  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Kala- 
mazoo County.  In  politics,  he  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  He  was  born  in  1797,  and  was  in  his 
ninety-second  3^ear  when  he  died.  His  wife,  who 
died  in  1887,  was  eighty  j^ears  old. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man's 
estate  in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  has  devoted  his 
entire  life  to  the  calling  of  an  agriculturist.  Our 
subject  has  done  his  full  share  of  pioneer  work  in 
the  county,  as  the  farm  upon  which  he  is  at  pres- 
ent residing  was  little  more  than  a  wilderness 
when  his  father  located  upon  it.  Mr.  Little  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  his  neighborhood,  which  was  supplemented  by 
attendance  at  the  Prairie  Seminary,  in  Richland, 
this  State.  He  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  an  intelligent  and  cul- 
tured gentleman. 

January  1,  1867,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Charlotte  Brown,  also  a  native  of  Kalama- 
zoo County,  and  whose  birtli  occurred  March  18, 
1841.  Mrs.  Little  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  B. 
Brown,  a  son  of  Deacon  Samuel  Brown,  who  was 
an  early  pioneer  of  Richland  Township.  The 
maiden  name  of  her  mother  was  Marietta  Mills. 
Her  father,  in  company  with  her  grandfather. 
Deacon  Samuel  Brown,  came  to  Kalamazoo  County 
in  1831,  and,  locating  in  Richland  Township,  there 
passed  his  last  days,  dying  in  1861.  He  was  the 
father  of  six  children,  of  whom  the  following 
survive:  Mrs.  Little,  Samuel,  Chester;  Lucy,  Mrs. 
George  Knappen;  and  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Elugene 
Knap  pen.  Charles  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Marietta 
Brown  died  in  January,  1873. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  granted 
four  children:  Charles  H.,  George  E.,  Lucy  E.  and 
William  F.  For  several  years  Mr.  Little  has  been 
Township  Commissioner,  and  is  a  Republican  in 
politics.  With  his  wife,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  body  Mrs.  Little 
is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  and  Ladies'  Aid 
Society.  Mr.  Little  has  been  Ruling  Elder  in  the 
congregation  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  a  man 
who  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

The  Little  homestead  comprises   two   hundred 


and  ten  acres  of  excellent  land,  of  which  our  sub- 
ject is  now  the  owner.  He  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  the  business  men  of  the  community,  who  con- 
sider his  word  as  iifood  as  his  bond. 


/^  ORNELIUS  BARKENBUS,  who  is  now  prac- 
(1  ticall}^  living  a  retired  life  in  Kalamazoo, 

^^^'  was  born  on  the  18th  of  July,  1845,  in 
Holland,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Johanna 
(^Molesta)  Barkenbus.  When  he  was  a  lad  of  nine 
summers,  his  parents  emigrated  to  America,  locat- 
ing first  in  New  Jersey,  from  whence  tliey  came  to 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  two  years  later.  Here  the 
father  died  on  the  4th  of  March,  1884,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
April,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 

Under  the  parental  roof,  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  the  common  schools  afforded  him 
his  educational  privileges.  At  the  age  of  eighteen, 
he  began  learning  the  general  blacksmith  and 
carriage-making  trade  with  Mr.  Cornell,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  for  nine  years,  becoming  an 
expert  and  proficient  workman.  He  then  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bevins  &  Barkenbus  on 
North  Burdick  Street.  They  employed  forty  men, 
who  were  engaged  in  carriage-making.  He  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  business  in  1891,  and  since 
that  time  has  had  a  shop  near  his  home,  where  he 
yet  continues  to  work,  not  from  necessity,  but 
from  choice,  as  indolence  and  idleness  are  utterly 
foreign  to  his  nature,  and  he  prefers  to  engage  in 
some  labor.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  also  had 
an  apiary,  and  now  owns  some  one  hundred  colon- 
ies of  Italian  bees. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Barkenbus 
occurred  on  the  8th  of  November,  1874,  in  Big 
Rapids,  Mich.,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Emily  Day,  a  native  of  Norfolk,  Eng- 
land, who  was  brought  to  Canada  when  only  a 
year  old,  and  came  to  Kalamazoo  tliree  years  prior 
to  her  marriage.  She  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and 
one  favorably  known  throughout  the  community. 
By  this  union  have  been  born  three  children:  Lee 
Thomas,   now   fourteen   years   of   age;    Maud,   a 


^■^^^ 


^^,^^ 
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maiden  of  ten  summers;  and  Arthur  E.,  the  young- 
est. The  parents  are  both  members  of  the  Unita- 
rian Church,  and  take  considerable  interest  in  its 
work.  They  have  an  elegant  and  pleasant  home 
at  723  West  Vine  Street,  where  hospitality  abounds, 
and  good  cheer  reigns  supreme.  Their  many 
friends  are  always  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
they  have  the  enti^ee  into  the  best  society,  where 
true  worth  is  received  as  the  passport.  Mr.  Bar- 
kenbus  is  a  friend  of  temperance,  in  politics  is  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  as 
a  citizen  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  doing 
all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interest  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides.  A  sagacious  and 
far-sighted  business  man,  he  has  won  success,  and 
now  enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil,  and  is  rest- 
ing after  many  years  of  labor.  Of  decided  con- 
victions, all  know  that  when  Mr.  Barkenbus  has 
made  up  his  mind  that  he  is  in  the  right,  nothing 
can  change  his  purpose. 


-^■ 


•5o~ 


iRADLEY  M.  THOMAS.  This  gentleman 
is  at  present  holding  the  responsible  office 
of  Supervisor  of  Kalamazoo  Township,  and 
is  one  of  the  well-known  citizens  of  Kala- 
mazoo County.  He  was  born  in  Rush,  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  24,  1828,  to  Christie 
Thomas,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  removed 
with  his  parents  to  New  York  in  an  early  day.  The 
grandfather  was  Christie  Thomas,  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State  and  of  German  descent.  He  reared 
a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Farm- 
ing was  his  vocation  in  life  and  he  espoused  the 
faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1790,  on 
New  Year's  Da^^;  grew  to  manhood  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Sarah  Martin,  a  na- 
tive of  that  county.  Her  parents  were  from 
Pennsylvania  and  were  descended  from  German 
ancestors.  The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject 
reared  one  daughter  and  four  sons  to  womanhood 
and  manhood.  Mrs.  Sarah  Thomas  died  in  1834, 
when  our  subject  was  but  six  years  old,  and  the  fa- 
ther was  afterward  married  to  Catherine  Myers, 
who  bore  him  two  children.     He  was   in  the    War 


of  1812  and  held  township  offices  in  Monroe 
County.  He  was  a  Baptist  in  religion,  and  died  in 
New  York  in  1865. 

In  his  bo34iood,our  subject  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  his  native  State.  In  1854,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Monroe  County  to  Sarah  Stan  wood,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  H.  and 
Sarah  Stanwood,  natives  of  Massach  usetts  an d  Con- 
necticut, respectively.  They  reared  two  daughters 
and  came  to  Michigan  from  Rush,  N.  Y.,  in  1855. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1860  and  the  father 
in  1883. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Thomas  came  to  Kalamazoo  County 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Kalamazoo  Town.^hip.  In 
1866,  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  and  now  is  the 
possessor  of  one  hundred  acres,  the  most  of  which 
he  has  cleared  and  cultivated.  He  has  erected 
good  buildings  and  embellished  his  place  with 
modern  improvements.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  while  residing  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  served  as  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Since  coming  to  Kalamazoo  County,  he  has  been 
Township  Treasurer  for  three  terms  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  several  years.  He  was  elected  to  his 
present  office  of  Supervisor  in  1891,  and  is  dis- 
charging the  duties  thereof  to  universal  satis- 
faction. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First 
Kalamazoo  Baptist  Church  and  he  is  at  present 
holding  the  office  of  Deacon. 

On  another  page  will  be  found  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  this  progressive  citizen. 


^-~^^m=^ 


THEODORE    PIERCE    SHELDON,   who   is 

one  of  tlie  prominent  and  wealthy  bankers 
of  Kalamazoo,  was  born  at  Remsen,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  15,  1810.  His  father,  Thomas 
M.  Sheldon,  was  a  native  of  Providence,  R.  I., and 
the  first  ancestor  of  that  name  came  from  England, 
about  1670,  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  after  removing  to  New 
York,  became  proprietor  of  an  hotel  at  Remsen, 
N.  Y.  He  passed  his  last  years  m  Kalamazoo,  pass- 
ing away  in  his  eightj^-ninth  year.  His  father, 
James  Sheldon,  died  in  the  Empire  State. 

The  maiden  name  of    our  subject's  mother  was 
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Martha  Bull,  of  English  descent,  and  probably 
born  in  Canada.  Later  she  became  a  resident  of 
Sandy  Hill,  N.  Y.  The  original  of  this  sketch  was 
the  elder  of  the  two  sons  born  to  his  parents.  His 
brother,  Charles  A.,  is  now  a  retired  commission 
merchant  in  Detroit.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
dying  when  he  was  a  lad  of  four  years,  his  father 
was  a  second  time  married,  and  by  that  union  be- 
came the  parent  of  six  children. 

Theodore  P.  Sheldon  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan,  landing  in  Detroit  as  early  as 
1831.  He  later  went  to  White  Pigeon,  where  a 
cousin  of  his  father,  Tiiomas  C.  Sheldon,  was  Re- 
ceiver in  the  Land  Office.  Our  subject  entered 
the  office  as  his  deputy,  and  remained  in  White 
Pigeon  until  1834,  when  the  Land  Office  was  re- 
moved to  Kalamazoo.  He  accompanied  it  hither, 
and  upon  him  devolved  the  main  duties  of  the 
position  until  1842,  when,  owing  to  a  change  in 
the  administration,  a  new  set  of  officers  took  hold. 
Our  subject  then  did  a  general  collection  and 
agency  business  for  Eastern  parties,  paying  taxes, 
etc. 

In  1837,  on  the  failure  of  the  Michigan  Bank, 
Mr.  Sheldon  was  appointed  to  close  up  the  busi- 
ness of  its  Kalamazoo  branch  by  President  C.  C. 
Trowbridge,  of  Detroit.  This  led  him  into  the 
banking  business,  and  in  1850  the  firm  of  T.  P. 
Sheldon  &  Co.  was  organized  as  private  bankers, 
Horace  Mower  being  the  company  until  his  death, 
in  1861.  Since  that  time  the  vacancy  has  been 
filled  by  Henry  Brees,  the  firm  continuing  as  T. 
P.  Sheldon  &  Co.  until  the  organization  of  the 
present  bank — the  Kalamazoo  Savings  Bank.  Our 
subject  has  platted  many  lands,  and  has  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  real  estate  from  the  start. 

The  family  of  our  subject  is  identified  with 
the  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  body 
Mr.  Sheldon  has  been  a  member  for  upwards  of 
fifty-five  years.  He  is  a  liberal  contributor  to 
many  of  the  educational  institutions  in  the  city, 
and  ranks  among  the  progressive  and  successful 
business  men  of  the  county.  In  early  years  a 
Democrat,  Mr.  Sheldon  now  votes  the  Republican 
ticket. 

Hannah  Chase,  a  native  of  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  be- 


came the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1834.  She  passed 
from  this  life  in  1857,  and  Mr.  Sheldon  later  mar- 
ried Cornelia  R.  Stockbridge,  a  sister  of  Senator 
Stockbridge,  and  who  was  a  native  of  Bath,  Me. 
By  his  first  marriage,  the  original  of  this  sketch 
became  the  parent  of  four  daughters,  viz:  Martha, 
who  died  when  ten  years  of  age;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Oscar 
Cornell,  of  Kalamazoo;  Mary,  Mrs.  C.  T.  Fletcher, 
of  Detroit;  and  Eliza,  the  wife  of  R.  F.  White, 
of  Bay  City,  also  deceased.  The  one  daughter 
born  of  the  second  marriage,  Cornelia,  is  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Sheldon,  although  a  very  retiring  and  un- 
assuming lady,  is  identified  with  every  effort  to 
advance  the  social,  moral  and  intellectual  interests 
of  the  city,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
with  whom  she  comes  in  contact.  Theodore  P. 
Sheldon  has  been  familiar  with  the  people  of 
Western  Michigan  over  sixty -one  years.  He  is 
shrewd  and  far-seeing  in  business  affairs,  and  in 
financial  matters  his  judgment  and  decision  carry 
great  weight.  He  has  given  close  attention  to 
business  details,  and  every  effort  of  his  successful 
career  has  met  with  satisfactory  results. 


-*^^l 


IP 


#11^.^ 


ijOBERT  P.  JAMES,  a  popular  and  success- 
f(  f ul  dentist  of  Kalamazoo,  has  been  engaged 
L\  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  this 
place  since  1872,  and  has  won  a  well-merited 
success.  He  is  deserving  of  representation  in  this 
volume  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  his 
sketch  to  our  readers.  A  native  of  New  York,  he 
was  born  in  Potter,  Yates  County,  July  18,  1833, 
and  is  the  eldest  of  five  children.  His  grandfather 
James  was  of  Welsh  descent.  His  father.  Water- 
man James,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  was 
also  employed  in  a  woolen  factory.  He  married 
Hannah  Treat,  daughter  of  Henry  Treat,  who 
came  of  a  family  of  English  origin. 

Our  subject  had  a  limited  education,  as  he  at- 
tended school  only  until  twelve  years  of  age,  when 
he  started  out  to  fight  life's  battles.  He  began  to 
earn  his  livelihood  by  working  upon  a  farm  and  was 
afterward  employed  in  a  sawmill,  running  a  sta- 
tionary engine  until  twenty -one  years  of  age.    On 
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attaining  his  majority,  he  determined  to  see  if  the 
West  did  not  furnish  better  opportunities  for 
young  men  than  the  older  States  of  the  p]ast,  and 
in  1859  arrived  in  Michigan.  For  two  years  he 
engaged  in  farming  near  Battle  Creek,  after  which 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  was  again 
employed  upon  a  farm  until  August,  1862. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  Mr.  James  entered  his 
country's  service,  becoming  a  member  of  Com- 
pany L,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry  under  Col.  Gray. 
The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  joined  the  brigade  under  Gen.  Cus- 
ter. Mr.  James,  with  his  command,  participated 
in  eighteen  different  engagements,  and  at  Trevil- 
ian  Station,  Va.,  in  1864,  was  captured  by  the 
enemy.  For  ten  days  he  was  incarcerated  in  Libby 
Prison,  was  then  sent  to  Danville,  Va.,  and  after- 
ward was  for  three  months  confined  in  Anderson- 
ville  Prison.  On  being  transferred  to  Savannah,  Ga., 
he  was  there  hekl  captive  for  three  weeks,  then 
transferred  to  Mi  lien,  where  he  remained  two 
months  and  at  length  was  paroled  at  Savannah. 
Mr.  James  then  went  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he 
received  medical  treatment,  and  was  granted  a 
thirty  days'  furlough,  the  need  for  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  his  prison  life.  On  his  return  South,  he  was 
detailed  to  act  as  nurse  m  the  hospital  of  Annapo- 
lis, but  after  a  time  was  taken  sick  and  at  length 
received  his  discharge  on  account  of  disability  in 
January,  1865,  after  serving  two  years  and  nine 
months.  His  army  experience  w^as  a  hard  one, 
owing  to  his  prison  life,  but  he  proved  himself  a 
faithful  soldier,  being  always  found  at  his  post  of 
duty. 

In  the  following  September,  Mr.  James  returned 
to  his  home  and  family.  He  had  been  married  in 
May,  1854,  to  Miss  Hattie  M.  Dikeman,  of  Oak 
Orchard,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
George  Dikeman.  They  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Dora  L. 
After  tiie  war  they  resided  for  some  time  in  South 
Haven,  where  Mr.  James  engaged  in  farming  for 
seven  years,  or  until  1871.  The  following  year  he 
came  to  Kalamazoo,  and  began  the  practice  of 
dentistry  with  Dr.  Bannister.  In  1873,  he  opened 
an  ofiice  for  himself  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  cliosen  profession.     For  al- 


most twenty  years,  he  has  practiced  dentistry 
and  his  skill  and  ability  have  gained  him  an 
enviable  reputation.  He  has  a  liberal  patronage, 
which  is  justly  deserved,  and  thereby  reaps  a  good 
income.  Sociall}',  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
belonging  to  Kahimazoo  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Kalamazoo  Chapter,  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.;  and 
Peninsular  Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T.  He  also  holds 
membership  with  the  Grand  Army  Post,  of  which 
he  is  an  honored  comrade.  Those  who  know^  Dr. 
James  find  in  him  a  pleasant  and  courteous  gen- 
tleman as  well  as  a  skilled  dentist. 


^     -^<pT 


M>-^<m^ 


|,  MLLIAM  RITCHIE,  a  well-known  contrac- 
\/\j//  ^^^  ^^^^  builder  and  prominent  business  man 
V7^  has  been  engaged  in  his  present  line  of  trade 
in  Kalamazoo  for  fifteen  years  and  erected  many  of 
the  most  important  buildings  in  this  locality.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  schoolhouses  and  churches 
and  has  also  put  up  many  dwelUngs.  He  erected 
a  foundry  at  Battle  Creek  and  has  now  a  fine 
church  in  process  of  construction  in  Schoolcraft. 
He  employs  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  men  and 
does  business  to  the  amount  of  about  $30,000  an- 
nually. 

Mr.  Ritchie  was  born  in  the  County  Armagh, 
Ireland,  twenty-five  miles  from  Belfast,  March  4, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Adair) 
Ritchie.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  were  spent  un- 
der the  parental  roof  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  the  postoffice  as  assistant,  being  thus  em- 
ployed for  three  and  a  half  years,  or  until  he  had 
determined  to  come  to  America.  Bidding good-by 
to  the  Emerald  Isle,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  in 
April,  1851,  and  on  the  6th  of  June,  landed  at  New 
York.  Three  days  later  he  reached  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  where  he  had  an  uncle  living,  Samuel  Mc- 
Fadan,  who  came  to  the  county  in  1844,  at  a  time 
when  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  extended  no 
farther  than  Marshall.  For  twenty- five  years  he 
was  connected  with  tlie  railroad  but  for  some  time 
lived  a  retired  life.     He  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Ritchie  had  no  regular  emplo3^ment  for  about 
a  year,  after  which  he  went  to  another  uncle,  Wil- 
liam Adair,  a  resident  of  Michigan  City,  who  was 
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Master  Carpenter  for  the  New  Albany  Railroad. 
With  him  our  subject  learned  his  trade  and  began 
working  at  bridge  building  and  repairing  railroads 
in  Southern  Indiana  during  the  war.  In  April,  1864, 
however,  he  returned  to  Kalamazoo  and  for  seven 
years  was  emi)loyed  by  the  firm  of  Bush  &  Patter- 
son. He  then  embarked  in  business  for  himself 
and  has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his  under- 
taking. Among  the  structures  that  stand  as  mon- 
uments to  his  thrift  and  industry  is  the  building 
on  Main  Street  now  occupied  by  the  Gazette^  which 
he  has  since  sold.  He  also  built  the  City  Water 
Woiks  and  the  Catholic  Deanery,  and  the  Richard- 
son Block  on  East  Main  Street. 

On  the  28tli  of  Januaiy,  1864,  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mr.  Ritchie  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony to  Miss  May  Moore,  also  a  native  of  the 
Emerald  Isle.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children :  Jennie  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
William  M.  Bryant,  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant  of 
Kalamazoo;  Jessie  Ann;  George  William  who  holds 
a  position  in  the  First  National  Bank;  and  Moore 
Adair  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  The 
three  older  children  are  all  graduates  of  the  high 
school  and  Mrs.  Bryant  was  for  two  years  a  teacher 
in  the  Vine  Street  School.  Mr.  Ritchie  is  a  genial, 
pleasant  gentleman,  successful  in  business  and  in 
his  political  affiliations  is  a  Democrat. 


V. 


/  A^^^^i*     " X 

OTTO  IHLING.  Among  the  many  large  and 
prosperous  business  firms  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  stands  that  of  Ihling  Bros.  & 
Everard,  which  is  doing  an  extensive  stationery, 
blank-book  manufacturing,  and  printing  business 
at  Kalamazoo.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  efficient  ex-Mayor  of  the  city,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  not  only  with  credit  to  the  city  but 
to  himself.  He  is  a  thorough  business  man  and 
has  strong  principles  of  right  and  justice,  to  which 
he  adheres  closely. 

This  gentleman  is  a  native  of  the  land  across 
the  sea,  having  had  his  birth  December  3,  1846, 
in  Germany.  His  parents  were  William  and  Char- 
lotte (Sesemann)  Ihling,  who  in  the   year    1852 


brought  their  family  to  the  United  States,  locating 
on  a  farm  in  Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  where 
they  lived  eight  years.  The  father  had  conducted 
an  hotel  and  was  Government  Postmaster  in  Ger- 
many before  coming  to  this  country.  In  1860,  he 
moved  to  Milwaukee,  when  Otto,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  was  apprenticed  to  a  blank-book  manu- 
facturer, and,  in  1869,  when  twenty-two  3^ears  old, 
he  started  for  himself  in  Kalamazoo  with  no  capital 
whatever  of  his  own.  His  brother  Reinhold  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  about  1872,  and  the  business 
was  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Ihling  Bros. 
From  1870  to  1873,  the  business  was  known  as 
Chaplin  &  Ihling  Bros,  and  during  this  time  they 
published  the  Michigan  Free  Mason.  The  Rev.  W. 
J.  Chaplin  continued  to  edit  the  paper,  which  was 
published  by  this  firm  for  twelve  years.  In  1887, 
H.  H.  Everard  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  and  the 
business  has  since  been  conducted  under  the  firm 
style  of  Ihling  Bros.  &  Everard.  In  the  last-named 
year,  the  firm  erected  their  present  handsome  brick 
block  at  Nos.  237  &  239  East  Main  Street,  which 
is  four  stories  high  and  in  size  is  38x100  feet. 
This  firm  occupies  the  entire  building  and  gives 
employment  to  seventy-five  persons.  It  is  a  fully 
equipped  establishment,  taking  large  contracts  for 
the  State  besides  their  regular  work.  This  firm 
turns  out  many  thousands  of  books  annually. 
They  publish  a  number  of  specialties  for  banks, 
hotels,  and  for  county  ofiScials,  and  have  an  ex- 
tended sale  all  over  the  United  States. 

In  the  year  1880,  when  Kalamazoo  was  but  a 
village,  our  worthy  subject  was  elected  one  of  its 
Trustees  for  two  years,  and  in  1884  he  was  made 
Alderman  of  the  Fourth  Ward  two  years.  The 
honorable  position  of  Mayor  of  the  city  was  given 
him  by  his  fellow-citizens  in  1888,  and  in  1889  he 
was  re-elected  for  a  second  term  of  office,  so  well 
did  he  fulfill  the  duties  of  the  first.  April  14, 
1892,  our  subject  was  nominated  by  the  Repub- 
lican Convention  held  at  Detroit  as  Presidential 
Elector  for  the  Third  Congressional  District  of 
Michigan. 

Socially,  Mr.  Ihling  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  of  Peninsular  Commandery,  No. 
8,  K.  T.,  and  also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In 
the  year   1874,  Mr.  Ihling   and   brother,  in  com- 
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pany  with  L.  B.  Kendall,  then  Postmaster  and 
owner  of  the  Telegraphy  L.  M.  Gates,  George  M. 
Buck  and  Arthur  Brown,  organized  the  Kalama- 
zoo Publishing  Company,  and  combined  this  with 
the  bindery  business.  Three  years  later  liiling 
Bros,  purchased  the  blank-book  business  from  this 
company,  and  the  business  was  again  conducted 
under  the  old  firm  name. 

The  date  of  the  marriage  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice  with  Miss  Maggie  Claesgens  was  February 
25,  1873.  They  had  born  to  them  five  children: 
Eddie,  who  died  when  twelve  years  old,  m  1885, 
of  diphtheria;  Bruno,  who  died  in  1887,  when 
four  years  old,  also  of  diphtheria;  Estella,  who 
died  when  an  infant  of  one  and  one-half  years; 
Elsa,  who  is  now  twelve  years  old,  and  Otto  R., 
afjed  four. 


J  '  I  ' 


■n  ii<  1^  i*<i7r<ijn<i. 


j^-^AMUEL  A.  BROWNPl  This  noted  breeder 
^^^  of  fine  trotting  horses  at  Kalamazoo  was 
]u/jB  born  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  September  18, 
1834,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Ann 
Jane  (Meglade)  Browne.  The  father  acquired  con- 
siderable prominence  as  a  breeder  of  fine  horses  and 
the  son,  who  always  admired  a  good  horse,  longed 
in  his  childhood  for  the  time  to  come  when  he 
could  own  one.  lie  remained  in  his  native  land 
until  he  was  eighteen,  meanwhile  attending  the 
common  school  and  academy  near  his  home,  and 
then  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in 
New  York  and  proceeding  thence  to  Chicago. 

Mr.  Brow^ne  entered  the  olfice  of  J.  W.  Duncan  & 
Co.,  lumber  manufacturers  and  dealers, Chicago,  and 
remained  in  their  employ  two  years,  later  engaging 
with  W.  C.  Ilumaston  as  business  and  general  man- 
ager of  his  lumberyards  for  two  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  he  removed  to  Macomb,  III., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then,  selling  out,  proceeded 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  followed  the  produce 
business  for  two  years.  Next  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  John  C.  Maxwell  and  J.  Potter  Hart, 
and  purchasing  a  sawmill  in  Muskegon,  Mich.,  did 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Hart,  Maxwell  cfe 


Browne  for  two  years,  their  specialty  being  the 
manufacture  of  pine  lumber. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  selling  out  to  Mr. 
Browne,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  William  B. 
Phillips,  of  Chicago,  and  continued  in  that  con- 
nection from  1867  until  1883,  conducting  the  saw- 
mill business  on  an  extensive  scale.  Disposing  of 
his  Chicago  and  Michigan  lumber  interests  in  1883, 
Mr.  Browne  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  company  with 
Senator  Stockbridge,  purchasing  a  farm  two  miles 
from  the  city,  where  he  commenced  the  bi^eeding 
of  trotters  and  has  raised  some  of  the  most  valu- 
able horses  in  the  State.  He  sold  "Anteeo''  for 
$60,000,and  his  noted  "Bell  Boy"  for  135,000,  the 
latter  having  cost  $5,000  when  two  years  old. 

Kalamazoo  Farm  is  justly  renowned  for  its  illus- 
trious band  of  fashionably-bred  trotting  brood- 
mares as  well  as  for  the  great  Wilkes  stallion,  "Am- 
bassador," who  has  a  record  of  2:21^,  and  for 
which  they  refused  an  offer  of  $50,000.  Their 
mares  all  trace  to  great  producing  dams  or  grand- 
dams,  such  as  "Abbess,"  "Alley,"  "Alma  Mater," 
"Annie  Eastin,"  "Belle,"  "Belle  Brandon,"  "Black 
Rose,"  "Columbine,"  "Lady  Carr,"  "May,"  "May- 
flower," "Minerva,"  "Miss  Russell,"  "Santa  Claus," 
"Dolly,"  "Favorite,"  "Green  Mountain  Maid," 
"Gretchen,"  "Soprano,"  "Tackey,"  "Waterwitch" 
and  "Woodbine." 

Mr.  Browne  keeps  on  his  farm  forty-five  or  fifty 
of  the  best  bred  mares  in  the  United  States  and  has 
from  ninety  to  a  hundred  head  of  horses  all  the 
time.  Many  are  sold  and  sent  to  the  different 
States,  so  that  liis  reputation  as  a  famous  breeder 
is  constantly  growing.  He  is  the  able  and  effici- 
ient  President  of  the  Michigan  Breeders'  Trotting 
Association  and  Vice-president  of  the  Northwestern 
Breeders'  Trotting  Association,  which  organiza- 
tions are  influential  and  prominent.  He  is  a  Di- 
rector in  the  National  Breeders'  Association  and 
the  Trotting  Register  Association.  In  the  spring 
of  1892,  he  was  elected  Alderman  by  a  large  ma- 
jority to  represent  the  Second  Ward  in  Kalamazoo, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs  as 
a  member  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  also 
Presidential  elector  on  the  Republican  ticket, from 
the  Ninth  District,  when  James  A.  Garfield  was 
elected  in  1880. 
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The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Browne  is  located  at 
No.  455  Stuart  Avenue,  and  is  a  beautiful  brick 
structure.  Within,  it  is  brightened  by  the  presence 
of  the  wife  and  four  children:  William  H.,  Samuel 
A.,  Jr.,  Margaret  J.  and  Charles  F.  In  her  maid- 
enhood, Mrs.  Browne  was  known  as  Jane  Hanna. 
She  was  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  where 
she  was  married  to  Mr.  Browne  in  1856.  A  lady 
of  amiable  and  hospitable  disposition,  she  is  re- 
garded with  esteem  by  the  people  of  Kalamazoo, 
and  with  Mr.  Browne  occupies  a  prominent  posi- 
tion in  social  circles. 


"0$: 


^^EORGE  E.  CURTISS.    This  gentleman,  who 
III  (^-.  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  busi- 
^^li   ness  men  of  Kalamazoo,  is  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Citizens'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Kalamazoo  County,  having  his  office  in 
the  courthouse.     He  was  born  May  26,   1832,  in 
Genesee,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  Medad  and  Mi- 
randa C.  (Thayer)  Curtiss,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
The  elder  Mr.  Curtiss  was  a  builder  and  mason, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  foreman  for  a  Mr. 
Rathburn,  of  Buffalo,  who  was  an  extensive  con- 
tractor and  builder.     The  latter-named  gentleman, 
being  convicted  of  forgery,  was  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiary,   and   thus   Mr.    Curtiss   lost  several 
thousand  dollars  which  were  due  him.     He  sought 
to  repair  his  shattered  fortunes  by  coming  West  to 
Michigan,  which   he  did  in   1838,  and,  securing  a 
tract  of  land  three  miles  east  of  Ypsilanti,  began 
cultivating  the  soil.    He  suffered  all  the  privations 
and  hardships  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new 
country  and  life  in  the  woods,  but  worked  bravely 
on,  and  after  spending  twelve  years  on  the  farm, 
removed   with  his  family  into  the  then  village  of 
Ypsilanti.     There  both  parents  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives. 

Young  Curtiss,  of  this  sketch,  learned  the  tin- 
ner's trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  after  attain- 
ing his  majority.  He  then  accepted  the  position 
of  clerk  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at  Niles 
and  remained  with  the  company  in  that  capacity 
for  about  six  years.  His  services  being  appreciated, 
he  was  made  inspector  of  wood  and  ties  over  an 


extended  division  of  the  road,, and  after  holding 
that  position  for  a  twelvemonth,  he  was  ap- 
pointed agent  for  the  road  at  Lake  Station,  fill- 
ing the  duties  of  that  office  two  and  a  half  years. 
He  was  then  promoted  to  the  office  at  Kalamazoo, 
entering  upon  his  duties  herein  July,  1864.  When 
the  Kalamazoo  &  South  Haven  Road  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Michigan  Central,  Mr.  Curtiss  was 
appointed  Division  Superintendent,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Kalamazoo.  While  in  that  position,  he 
completed  the  building  of  the  last  seven  miles  of 
the  road,  reaching  to  South  Haven.  He  devoted 
his  attention  wholl}^  to  the  interests  of  his  divi- 
sion, and  held  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  the 
officers  and  employes  of  the  road. 

When  General  Superintendent  Sergeant  was  de- 
posed from  the  position  he  had  filled  so  long,  Mr. 
Curtiss  left  the  employ  of  the  road  and  sought 
more  favorable  fields  elsewhere.  Having  become 
attached  to  Kalamazoo  and  her  people,  he  deter- 
mined to  remain  here,  and  soon  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  J.  F.  Cowgill,  doing  a  general  fire  insur- 
ance business,  and  thus  has  become  so  familiar  with 
the  details  of  the  business  that  his  services  are 
exceedingly  valuable  to  the  company  he  is  now 
identified  with. 

After  some  years  spent  in  the  insurance  business, 
our  subject  disposed  of  his  interests  in  that  line, 
and  became  connected  with  a  bakery  establishment 
which  proved  a  very  successful  venture.  He  had 
given  his  advice  and  support  to  the  Citizens'  Mu- 
tual Company  some  time  before  becoming  its  Di- 
rector. The  position  of  Secretary  becoming 
vacant  about  six  years  ago,  and  the  business  de- 
manding a  man  of  ability,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
details  of  risk-taking,  policy-writing,  the  adjust- 
ment of  claims  and  book-keeping,  Mr.  Curtiss 
was  unanimously  selected,  and  at  once  assumed  the 
duties  of  office. 

The  Citizen's  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of 
Kalamazoo,  was  organized  January  26,  1874,  and 
in  its  seventeenth  annual  report,  issued  January  1, 
1892,  shows  $1,311,907  insurance  in  force  on  its 
books.  Its  losses  in  1891  were  eight  in  number, 
and  aggregated  only  $247.90,  showing  the  cost  to 
the  insured  as  being  infinitesimally  small.  Its  gain 
in  business  since  Mr.  Curtiss  became  its  Secretary 
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is  $354,700  insurance  in  force.  Its  Directors  are 
E.  O.  Humphrey,  President;  George  E.  Curtiss,  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer;  J.  B.  Cobb,  George  Prinvilie, 
A.  M.  Stearns,  D.  O.  Roberts  and  Charles  Strong. 

The  business  of  the  company  is  confined  mainly 
to  village  risks,  and  its  economy  of  management, 
h(mest  adjustment  of  losses  and  careful  selection  of 
risks,  make  it  a  popular  and  desirable  company. 
It  is  one  of  the  institutions  of  Kalamazoo,  of  whose 
record  and  prosperity  the  citizens  may  well  be 
proud.  Mr.  Curtiss  is  the  manager-in-chief,  and  it 
is  to  him  that  its  present  prosperous  condition 
and  brilliant  future  are  due. 

Mrs.  Curtis,  formerly  Miss  L.  Cornelia  Tompkins, 
is  a  lady  of  rare  culture,  and  one  who  stands  high 
in  church  and  social  circles,  being,  with  her  hus- 
band, a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their  three 
children  are  Carrie  J.,  who  married  Lyman  S. 
Monroe,  Cashier  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  South 
Haven;  Ida  Kate,  who  riiarried  Wallace  I.  Becraft, 
store- keeper  of  the  asylum  at  Kalamazoo;  and 
George  R.,  a  student  in  Olivet  College. 


-I- 
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ENRY  MARHOFF,  residing  on  his  well- 
equipped  farm  on  section  17,  Charleston 
Township,  has  made  Kalamazoo  County  his 
home  since  1880,  and  has  been  potent  not 
only  in  forwarding  its  agricultural  interests  but  in 
raising  the  standard  of  morality  and  religion  in  his 
community.  He  is  a  native  of  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  in  the  township  of  Norway,  March  14, 
1836.  His  father,  who  bore  the  name  of  John  H. 
Marhoff,  was  born  November  3,  1801,  in  Germany 
and  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1834.  He  was  a  poor  man,  his 
only  capital  when  he  landed  at  New  York  being  a 
shilling,  and  he  worked  by  the  month  to  earn 
money  to  get  a  good  start.  He  came  to  Michigan 
in  1841,  performing  the  entire  journey  to  his 
destination  in  Berrien  County  with  a  span  of 
horses.  He  continued  to  reside  in  that  county,  of 
which  he  was  a  pioneer,  until  1865,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Walton  Township,  Eaton  County,  and 
lived  there  on  a  farm  some  three  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1868,  he  returned  to  Berrien  County  to  live 


with  his  son  of  whom  we  write,  and  is  still  making 
his  home  with  him,  surrounded  by  every  comfort 
filial  affection  can  devise.  He  has  attained  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety  years.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  E.  Hause- 
man.  She  was  born  in  1805  in  the  same  place  as 
her  husband,  and  there  they  were  married.  She 
rounded  out  her  life  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years. 

Our  subject  and  his  sister,  Maria  L.,  wife  of  B. 
L.  Ward,  of  Ithaca,  Gratiot  County,  are  the  only 
children  born  to  their  parents,  he  being  the  elder 
of  the  two.  He  was  five  years  old  when  the  family 
came  to  Michigan,  and  he  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  his  marriage  in  the  spring  of  1860.  He 
then  took  his  bride  to  live  on  a  farm  in  Bertrand 
Township,  and  he  was  there  profitably  engaged  in 
general  farming  until  1865,  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  the  city  of  Buchanan,  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  doors,  blinds,  etc., 
employing  from  ten  to  fifteen  men,  and  doing  a 
thriving  business.  Seven  years  later,  he  sold  that 
business  and  bought  a  farm  in  Hanover  Township 
Jackson  County,  and  made  that  his  home  until 
January  1,  1880,  the  date  of  his  location  on  his 
present  farm  on  sections  17  and  20,  Charleston 
Township.  He  has  here  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
of  exceeding  fertility,  amply  supplied  with  all  the 
modern  improvements  that  go  to  make  a  good 
farm,  and  well  stocked  with  cattle,  horses,  etc.,  of 
good  breeds.  Our  subject  buys  and  ships  grain, 
besides  doing  a  general  farming  business,  and  he 
displays  marked  enterprise  in  his  dealings.  He  is 
accurate  in  his  judgment  in  money  matters,  and  is 
prudent  and  calculating,  as  well  as  prompt  in  tak- 
ing advantage  of  any  opportunity  to  make  a  pro- 
fitable trade.  He  is  well-informed,  having  received 
a  very  good  education,  and  in  1875  he  taught 
school  two  terms,  proving  himself  to  be  an  in- 
structor of  no  mean  order.  In  politics,  he  has 
always  stood  firmly  by  the  Republican  party.  In 
public  affairs,  he  has  done  good  service  to  his 
township  as  Highway  Commissioner,  and  as  School 
Inspector.  Religiously,  he  was  formerly  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  was  an  Elder  in 
the  same  twenty  years.  He  is  now  a  prominent 
member  and  Deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church, 


im 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  iaQ  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

Mr.  MaFhoff  was  married,  March  14,  1860,  to 
Mary  B.,  the  j^oungest  daughter  and  one  of  the 
five  children  of  Martin  and  Huldali  W.  (Warner) 
Heydenburk.  Her  father  was  born  on  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.,  and  lived  there  until  he  was  three  years  old. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twelve 
years  old,  and  then  began  life  for  himself.  In  due 
time,  he  became  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  was  a 
young  man  of  a  deeply  religious  turn  of  mind, 
and  in  1824  he  went  to  Mackinaw  as  a  missionary, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Board  of  Mis- 
sions. He  established  a  mission  at  that  point 
among  the  Indians,  and  waited  until  it  was  well 
grown  and  in  a  thriving  condition  before  he  left 
it  in  1833  and  removed  to  White  Pigeon,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade.  In  1834,  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  the  then  small  village  of  Kalamazoo, 
and  did  a  good  business  there  as  a  builder  and 
contractor,  erecting  the  land  office  at  that  point, 
the  first  Presbj^terian  Church,  and  other  buildings. 
He  was  thus  engaged  seven  years,  and  then  went 
to  farming,  taking  up  a  quarter  of  a  section  of 
Government  land  that  is  now  included  within  the 
city  limits,  and  there  his  remaining  years  were 
pleasantly  passed.  He  was  a  Presbyterian,  firm  in 
the  faith,  an  active  supporter  of  the  church,  and 
an  Elder  for  many  years.  He  was  also  a  zealous 
worker  in  the  Sunday  School.  He  was  a  well- 
known  and  prominent  man  in  the  county,  and  his 
memory  is  venerated  as  one  of  our  early  pioneers. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
her  parents  going  there  from  their  native  Con- 
necticut. Her  family  originated  in  Wales.  Mrs. 
Marhofif  is  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Kalama- 
zoo County  as  being  the  first  white  child  born  in 
the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  her  birth  taking  place  in 
one  of  its  pioneer  homes  July  7,  1834.  She  was 
there  reared,  and  was  given  tlie  advantages  of  a 
thorough  education,  which  was  begun  in  the  city 
schools  and  finished  in  the  Normal  School  at  Ypsi- 
lanti.  She  engaged  in  the  teacher's  profession, 
and  taught  eleven  terms  of  school,  teaching  at  one 
time  in  what  is  now  Allegan  City,  although  the 
most  of  her  experience  as  a  teacher  was  in  the 
schools  of  her  native  city.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marhoff 


have  had  six  sons,  of  whom  the  following  is  re- 
corded: Edward  M.  is  in  business  at  Galesburg; 
Charles  H.  is  a  millwright  at  Kalamazoo;  Alfred 
L.  is  a  civil  engineer  of  Battle  Creek;  Walter  E.  is 
at  home  with  his  parents;  Jesse  is  a  student  at 
Olivet  College,  where  he  is  pursuing  a  full  course 
of  study;  Herbert  E.  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years. 


?RANK  P.  FORD,  the  popular  photographer 


f  of  Kalamazoo,  has  the  finest  gallery  in  the 
city.  He  is  a  gentleman  whose  ability, 
energy  and  enterprise  have  made  him  prominent 
and  prosperous,  and  there  is  probably  no  one 
whose  record  is  more  worthy  of  our  pen  than  he 
whose  name  we  have  just  given.  Mr.  Ford,  in 
addition  to  turning  out  most  excellent  work  in 
his  line,  makes  a  specialty  of  picture  frames,  hand- 
ling all  grades,  from  the  cheapest  to  the  most 
expensive.  He  is  a  most  pleasant  and  affable  gen- 
tleman, and  has  built  up  for  himself  a  |)rofi table 
and  pleasant  business. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  his  natal  day  being  September  4,  1845.  He 
IS  the  youngest  of  three  sons  born  to  Dr.  Lorenzo 
D.  and  Sarah  M.  (Redfield)  Ford,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  In  1853,  the  elder  Mr.  Ford,  with 
his  family,  came  to  Adrian,  this  State,  where  he 
is  residing  at  the  present  time,  enjoying  a  fine 
practice. 

Frank  P.  Ford  was  given  a  good  education  in 
the  schools  at  Adrian,  and  early  in  life  learned 
the  art  of  photography  under  the  supervision  of 
J.  W.  Morris.  He  remained  in  the  above-named 
city  for  eighteen  years,  and  then  removed  to  Ken- 
dallviUe,  Ind.,  where  he  built  up  a  splendid  trade. 
In  1887,  however,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  and  es- 
tablished in  his  present  business,  purchasing  the 
gallery  and  good- will  of  Mr.  A.  Van  Sickle.  His 
studio  is  located  at  No.  119  South  Burdick  Street, 
and  contains  all  the  latest  improvements  known 
to  the  photographic  art,  and  where  he  is  able  to 
take  pictures  from  the  smallest  card  to  life-size 
figures. 
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Miss  Emma  E.  Alsbaugh  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  1869.  She  is  the  dauo^hter  of  Mark 
and  Hannah  (Kimble)  Alsbaugh,  and  is  a  most 
intelligent  and  refined  lady,  presiding  over  their 
beautiful  home,  at  No.  511  Locust  Street,  in  a 
most  graceful  and  hospitable  manner. 


/^f^  HARLES  F.  JANNASCH,  insurance  and  emi- 
(((  n  Z^^^^^^  agent,  residing  in  Kalamazoo,  is  of 
^^^  German  birth,  and  the  oldest  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Augusta  (Sickritz)  Jannasch.  The  father 
was  a  general  inspector  of  the  army,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  the  Fatherland.  Charles  was  born  in 
Meisen,  Saxony,  March  21,  1819,  and  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  land,  after  which  he 
entered  the  gymnasium  school,  and  while  there  also 
took  a  medical  course.  Later  he  was  detailed  to 
take  charge  of  the  guns  at  the  arsenal,  and  in  his 
twentieth  year  he  entered  the  army,  serving  for 
eighteen  months  in  a  mounted  artillery.  Later  he 
was  transferred  to  the  infantry,  and  his  army  ser- 
vice covered  a  period  of  four  years. 

Having  attained  to  man's  estate,  he  chose  as  a 
companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss 
Emily  Beuzhel,  of  Saxony,  Germany.  The  wed- 
ding was  celebrated  in  Mn}^,  1847,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Anna  E.,  wife 
of  Fred  Shortt;  Oscar  D.,  Fedinuno  O.;  Ella,  wife 
of  Charles  S.  Henderson,  Circuit  Judge,  residing 
in  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Fannie  O.,  wife  of  Hubbard  My- 
ers, station  agent  at  Constantine,  Mich.,  on  the  Mich- 
igan Southern  &  Lake  Shore  Railroad;  Bertha  L., 
wife  of  Warren  Lauria. 

On  account  of  his  revolutionary  principles,  in 
May,  1849,  Mr.  Jannasch  bade  good-by  to  his  na- 
tive land,  which  he  also  wished  to  leave  on  account 
of  the  Revolution  then  going  on,  and  with  his  fam- 
ily sailed  for  New  York.  In  due  time^  he  arrived 
at  his  destination,  and  entered  the  Wright  Insti- 
tute of  New  York  City,  where  he  practiced  the  art 
of  engraving,  working  at  all  kinds  of  engraving, 
including  the  making  of  the  plates  for  the  print- 
ing of  paper  moIle3^  At  length  cholera  broke  out 
in  that  city,  and  he  came  to  the  West,  first  locating 
in  Detroit,  Mich.     In  June,   1850,  we  find  him  a 


resident  of  Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  For  some  time  he  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  guns  and  small  fire-arms,  having  made  over 
twenty-six  hundred  guns  since  he  here  located.  He 
still  works  at  the  business  to  a  limited  extent,  prefer- 
ring to  be  thus  engaged,  rather  than  to  remain  idle. 
He  also  acts  as  agent  for  some  fire  insurance  com- 
panies and  agent  for  the  steamships  of  the  Ham- 
burg and  Baltimore  lines.  He  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  public  offices,  having  since  1856  served 
in  the  position  of  Notary.  He  was  also  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and,  during  his  term  of  four  years, 
decided  some  noted  cases,  which  were  appealed  to 
a  higher  court,  but  his  decisions  were  confirmed. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  a  warm  advocate  of  that  party.  His  pub- 
lic and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach.  He 
has  beeu  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and 
his  sterling  worth  and  high  principles  have  won 
him  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 


/^  ULLEN  C.  PACKARD.  Now  in  the  meri- 
[|(  dian  of  his  life  and  his  business  success,  he 

^^^  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Kalamazoo.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brass  goods,  and  is  building  up  a 
good  fortune  for  himself.  He  was  born  in  Cum- 
mington,  Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  October  2, 
1840,  and  was  the  second  son  of  Royal  L.  and 
Mercy  H.  (Hersey)  Packard. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Bay  State,  and  was  the  son  of  Philander  Pack- 
ard, of  Scotch  descent.  The  former  gentleman  was 
a  cabinet-maker,  and  well-to-do  in  life.  Mrs.  Royal 
Packard  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Hersej-,  and 
was  married  in  Massachusetts  where  she  and  her 
husband  passed  their  last  days.  The  original  of 
this  sketch  remained  in  his  native  place,  attending 
the  common  schools  until  reaching  his  twelfth 
year.  Three  years  later  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a 
store,  which  position  he  held  for  four  years.  He 
later  studied  dentistry,  and  followed  that  profes- 
sion for  a  like  period. 

On   the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Cullen  C. 
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Packard  entered  the  service  of  his  country,  in 
•1862,  and  joined  Company  H,  Tenth  Massachu- 
setts Infantry,  under  Col.  Eustace,  and  with  his 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Very  soon,  however,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant's 
Clerk,  a  position  he  iield  during  his  term  of  service. 
He  received  his  discharge  June  1,  1864,  at  Spring- 
field, Mass.  A  year  later  he  came  West  to  this 
State,  and  opened  a  photograph  gallery  at  Kala- 
mazoo, in  which  business  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged until  1891,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  that  line  and  became  a  manufacturer  of  brass 
goods.  He  is  building  up  for  himself  an  excellent 
reputation  in  that  branch  of  work,  and  is  bound  to 
stand  at  the  head  among  the  manufacturers  in  this 
section.  His  factory  is  located  on  Portage  Street, 
and  covers  a  space  of  ten  thousand  feet.  He  does 
an  immense  business,  and  gives  constant  employ- 
ment to  from  twenty  to  thirty  men. 

Mr.  Packard  was  married,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Mary 
H.  Caryl,  of  this  city,  but  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. Mrs.  Packard  was  the  daughter  of  J.  C.  and 
Abbie  (Turner)  Caryl,  early  settlers  of  Kalamazoo. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two 
children,  namely:  Belle  C.  and  William  C.  They 
occupy  a  pleasant  home  at  No.  232  Cedar  Street. 


E^ 


JOSEPH  OWEN  SEELY  is  in  the  eighth 
generation  of  the  descendants  of  Robert 
Seely,  the  ancestor  of  a  family  now  spread 
through  the  country.  Robert  came  with 
the  Winthrop  colony  in  1630,  and  was  a  surveyor 
in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  for  a  time,  but  afterward 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  Haven 
Colony.  In  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  Gideon 
Seely,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  Captain,  and,  being  in  Westchester, 
N.  Y.,  served  along  the  lines  between  the  contend- 
ing armies. 

Gideon  Seely,  Jr.,  then  a  mere  lad,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Col.  Jameson 's  regiment  and  was  on  picket 
duty  at  the  time  Maj.  Andre  was  brought  into 
camp,  who  was  afterward  convicted  and  executed 
as  a  British  spy.  He  used  to  tell  how  he  was 
dressed  and  how  he  looked  when  brought  out  to  be 


shot,  and  often  described  Gen.  Washington,  as  he 
once  saw  him  on  liorseback.  Some  time  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  the  State  acquired  a  portion  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Onondaga  Indians, 
and  Gideon,  Jr.,  went  with  the  State  authorities  to 
assist  intlie  survey.  Those  newly  acquired  lands, 
which  at  that  time  were  in  the  far  West,  offered  an 
attractive  home  fox  a  courageous  pioneer,  and  this 
member  of  the  surveying  party  chose  in  the  dense 
woods  a  home  that  seemed  the  most  attractive  of 
any  he  had  seen.  When  the  duties  of  the  surve}^ 
were  done,  he  returned  to  that  spot,  and  after 
making  some  preliminary  improvements,  brought 
thither  his  3^oung  family. 

The  location  of  the  land  was  then  ten  miles 
from  what  is  now  the  city  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  region  of  the  family  residence  was  long  known 
as  Seely 's  Flats.  The  youngest  son  in  the  house- 
hold was  Joseph  Owen  who  was  given  a  liberal 
education,  and  was  a  man  of  most  excellent  prin- 
ciples, widely  known  as  such.  His  wife  Susan  was 
of  a  stalwart  family  named  Stearns,  of  Bennington, 
Vt.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight  children  on 
the  paternal  farm,  all  of  whom  attended  district 
school  and  one  after  another  became  pupils  in  the 
academy  in  the  town  and  thence  went  to  higher 
institutions. 

Joseph  Owen  Seely,  Jr.,  their  eldest  son,  was 
born  May  7,  1823.  He  taught  school  in  his  native 
State  and  in  Mississippi  for  a  time.  October  18, 
1849,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Johnson, 
and  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  April,  1854,  when 
he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  banking  house.  After 
two  years  he  established  a  private  bank  of  his  own 
for  eight  years.  Then  for  a  period  he  owned  and 
occupied  what  was  known  as  the  Heydenburg 
place,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  then  village. 
Afterward  he  bought  a  part  of  the  Axtell  place  and 
kid  out  Seely 's  Addition  to  the  village  of  Kala- 
mazoo. One  of  his  brothers.  Prof.  Henry  M.,  has 
for  a  long  time  been  professor  in  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, Vt.,  which  college  has  furnished  to  Kalamazoo 
among  her  graduates  such  men  as  Rev.  Dr.  J.  A. 
B.  Stone,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  A.  Ranney,  Rev.  Milton  Brad- 
ley, Hon.  N.  A.  Balch,and  Judge  H.  S.  Severance. 

In  polities,  Mr.  Seely  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the   Congregational  Church,   in  which 
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he  has  been  an  officer  a  long  series  of  years.  He 
lias  long  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  Sunday- 
school  work  of  the  county,  in  the  various  benev- 
olences of  the  city,  and  Bible  distribution  of  the 
town,  having  sometimes  served  as  President  of  the 
County  Bible  Society  and  the  County  Sunday- 
school  Association. 

Harriet  A.  J.  Seely,  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  was  born  May  17,  1825,  in  Onondaga 
N.  Y.  Her  parents  moved  thence  when  she  was 
quite  young,  first  to  East  Bloomfield,  and  subse- 
quently to  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  Her  father.  Col. 
Russell  Butler  Johnson,  was  a  man  of  considerable 
note,  a  farmer,  lawyer,  and  for  twenty  years  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  Her  mother,  Betsey  (Seely)  Johnson, 
was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary  capacity  and 
like  her  husband  was  born  of  New  England  Revo- 
lutionary origin.  Harriet  attended  the  district 
school  and  afterward  entered  the  neighboring 
academy,  finishing  her  school  days  at  the 
Canandaigua  Seminary,  then  and  for  a  long 
period  under  the  principalship  of  Miss  Hannah 
Upham.  She  learned  very  early  in  life  to 
place  interests  which  are  unseen  and  eternal 
above  those  which  pertain  to  this  mortal  existence. 
When  fifteen  years  old,  she  united  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  esteems  the  heart  qualifi- 
cations for  such  membership  above  every  other 
gift. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seely,  they 
resided  in  the  house  and  on  the  tract  of  land  given 
him  by  his  grandfather,  until  they  moved  to  Kala- 
mazoo in  1854.  Afterward  Mrs.  Seely  assisted 
her  husband  in  the  banking  business  for  eight 
3^eais,  as  before  her  marriage  she  had  helped  her 
father  in  a  similar  business.  For  a  series  of  years, 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seely  have  taken  delight  in 
furnishing  for  publication  newspaper  and  maga- 
zine articles,  mostly  on  literary  and  scientific  sub- 
jects. January  10,  1857,  Mrs.  Seely  was  elected 
Secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  of 
Kalamazoo,  although  acting  in  that  capacity  for 
some  time  previously,  and  has  been  annuallj^  elec- 
ted, and  has  served  continuously  ever  since. 

The  Ladies'  Library  Association  of  Kalamazoo 
is  a  unique  and  highly  valued  organization  which 
was    founded   by   a    large-hearted,   noble-minded 


woman  in  1852  and  claims  to  be  the  oldest 
institution  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  It  has 
given  individuality  to  Kalamazoo  and  has  had 
a  marked  influence  on  her  people.  Its  object 
was  to  furnish  good  books  for  circulation  be- 
fore any  public  library  system  in  Michigan  was 
inaugurated,  also  lectures  and  social  pleasures 
of  an  elevating  nature.  Although  now  the  free 
circulating  library  is  in  vogue,  it  still  maintains 
usefulness  in  this  regard,  and  has  about  five  thous- 
and volumes,  also  possessing  a  nucleus  of  an  art 
collection,  valued  at  $2,500,  and  a  choice  museum, 
containing  valuable  specimens  of  the  Indian  arts, 
work  of  the  Aztecs,  Pueblos  and  Northern  Indians. 
The  Association  has  fine  grounds  and  a  build- 
ing of  its  own,  valued  at  $20,000.  The  building 
was  erected  in  1879,  and  besides  its  library  and 
museum,  it  has  a  pleasant,  homelike  auditorium 
above,  equipped  with  a  stage,  grand  piano,  etc. 
The  most  important  work  now  carried  on  by.  the 
Association  is  the  Ladies 's  Library  Club,  in  which 
some  two  hundred  ladies  take  active  interest.  The 
members  pursue  studies  in  the  various  branches  of 
cultiire,  the  leading  departments  being  in  charge  of 
committees,  directed  by  competent  chairmen,  and 
having  their  respective  days  in  rotation  for  the 
presentation  of  papers,  exercises,  etc.,  pertaining 
to  their  several  fields.  The  Club  has  done  a  great 
work  in  promoting  the  intelligence  and  culture  of 
the  city.  Its  example  has  stimulated  other  like 
efforts  far  and  wide,  and  it  is  a  very  popular  insti- 
tution at  home. 


ATHAM  HULL,  deceased.  The  family  of 
this  gentleman  make  their  home  at  No.  435 
West  South  Street,  Kalamazoo  City,  where 
they  have  everything  that  comfort  demands.  Our 
subject  was  born  at  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1812,  being  a  son  of  Latham  and  Eliza- 
beth (Browning)  Hull.  The  grandfather  was  also 
Latham,  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Connecticut, 
where  the  old  farm  is  still  in  the  hands  of  his  de- 
scendants. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  prominent  and 
successful  business   man  in  his  day,  and  became 
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eminent  in  public  life.  He  died  in  Stonington, 
and  his  widow  spent  her  last  days  in  Kalamazoo 
with  her  son,  our  subject,  dying  at  the  age  of  nearly 
ninety-three  years.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of 
two  brothers,  and  William  still  lives  in  Stonington 
and  is  President  of  a  bank  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Is- 
land. Latham  Hull  taught  school  when  a  young 
man,  and  also  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business 
at  Stonington,  and  later  became  a  stock-dealer, 
dealing  especially  in  mules,  which  he  bought  in 
Missouri,  driving  them  to  New  Haven,  and  ship- 
ping them  to  the  West  Indies.  This  lie  con- 
tinued some  yeai*s,  when  he  came  to  Kalamazoo 
and  started  a  private  bank,  which  was  converted 
into  the  First  National  Bank,  he  becoming  its 
President  from  the  start.  This  responsible  office 
was  his  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years.  In  his  political  views, 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  never  entered  public 
life,  as  he  was  too  great  a  lover  of  his  family  and 
home. 

The  honored  subject  of  this  sketch  was  called 
from  his  home  and  friends  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1887,  after  an  active  life  of  seventy-five  years. 
He  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  on  the 
30th  of  March,  1836,  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  to  Miss 
Hannah  T.  Arnold.  Mrs.  Hull  died  in  Kalamazoo 
June  16,  1877,  and  our  subject  was  subsequently 
married,  May  5, 1881, to  Fannie  M.Abbott,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Hannah  (Brown ell)  Abbott,  na- 
tives of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  respectively. 
The  present  Mrs.  Hull  was  a  resident  of  Sugar 
Grove,  Warren  County,  Pa.,  where  she  first  met 
Mr.  Hull.  She  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1868,  with 
her  parents,  who  both  died  about  two  years  after 
their  coming  here. 

The  original  of  this  notice  had  three  children  by 
his  first  wife:  Charles  Arnold,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 24,  1837,  and  died  December  20, 1886;  Edgar, 
who  was  born  September  2,  1846,  and  died  April 
14,  1886;  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  March  28, 
1852,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  S.  Duncan,  an  at- 
torn ey-at- law,  now  residing  in  Independence,  Kan. 
Charles  was  a  banker  at  Blair,  Neb.,  and  died 
while  on  a  business  trip  to  New  York.  His 
remains  are  interred  in  Kalamazoo.  Edgar  was 
killed  in  a  cyclone  at  Sauk  Rapids,  Minn.,  April 


14,  1886.  He  was  a  banker  at  St.  Cloud,  Minn., 
and  was  buried  in  Kalamazoo.  Our  subject  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  Mrs.  Hull  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  active  in  church  societies. 
She  is  at  present  President  of  the  Bethesda 
Home  for  unfortunate  women,  and  is  a  leading 
member  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  She 
gives  a  good  share  of  her  time  and  attention 
to  the  Bethesda  Home,  and  its  success  is  largely 
due  to  her  untiring  efforts.  The  organization  has 
been  in  existence  about  two  3"ears  only.  Mrs.  Hull 
is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture,  and  a  very  un- 
ostentatious and  modest  woman. 

Mr.  Hull  was  a  careful,  practical  and  methodical 
business  man,  a  shrewd  financier,  but  not  a  schemer, 
and  was  not  in  sympathy  with  the  modern  practi- 
cal political  methods.  He  was  straightforward  and 
upright,  and  demanded  the  same  qualities  in  others, 
especially  those  with  whom  he  dealt. 
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"^r^:  DWIN  CHAPIN  TAYLOR,  M.  D.  The 
Ir^  young  professional  men  of  Kalamazoo  are 
/I' — ^  an  element  in  the  development  of  this  fine 
city,  and  are  a  centralizing  force  in  drawing  within 
its  boundaries  the  best  people  in  this  section.  By 
their  character  and  repute  they  are  adding  to  the 
re^jutation  of  the  oity^  and  give  it  a  high  standing 
am<mg  other  corporations  in  this  State.  None  is 
more  thoroughly  respected  for  skill  and  character 
than  he  of  whom  we  now  write. 

George  H.  Taylor  was  the  father  of  our  subject, 
and  Nancy  (Breese)  Taylor,  his  mother,  to  w^hom 
he  owes  much  for  his  early  training  and  educa- 
tion. They  were  both  natives  of  New  York,  where 
the  father  was  a  teaclier  and  farmer  for  many  years 
in  Chemung  County.  Dr.  E.  C.  Taylor  was  born 
January  4, 185-8,  in  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  passed  his  early  boj^hood,  and  attended  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  later  attended  the  Horse  Head 
Academy  at  Heads,  now  known  as  North  Elmira, 
also  the  city  schools  in  Buffalo.  In  the  latter- 
named  city  our  subject  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
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cine  in  1879.  He  then  took  a  special  course  in  the 
hospital  in  that  city,  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Chemung  County,  where  he 
built  up  a  lucrative  practice. 

In  the  spring  of  1886,  Dr.  Taylor  came  West  to 
Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  an  enviable  reputation  as 
a  physician,  and  ranks  among  the  prominent  prac- 
titioners of  the  city.  In  addition  to  his  general 
practice,  he  is  surgeon  for  the  Kalamazoo  Division 
of  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Railroad 
Surgeons,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  State 
Medical  Society,  and  is  an  ex-member  of  the  Che- 
mung County  Medical  Society,  and  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  local  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  in  Kalamazoo  numbers  our  sub- 
ject among  its  respected  members. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  married,  March  27,  1879,  to  El- 
vira, daughter  of  Dr.  Corbett  Peebles.  Mrs.  Tay- 
lor was  born  in  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
her  father  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  re- 
spected practitioners.  He  is  now  deceased.  Dr. 
Taylor  is  personally  one  of  the  most  agreeable  of 
men,  and  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes.  With 
his  estimable  wife,  he  occupies  a  high  position  in 
the  social  circles  of  the  city,  and  their  name  will 
be  long  held  in  remembrance  after  they  have  been 
gathered  to  their  fathers.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. Mrs.  Taylor  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 


IRAM  ARNOLD.  The  gentleman  whose 
portrait  and  life  sketch  form  a  valuable 
feature  of  this  work  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Kalamazoo 
for  more  than  a  half-century  and  is  yet  living  in 
this  beautiful  city.  A  full  sketch  of  his  business 
career  is  presented  in  the  Christmas  edition,  1888, 
of  the  Kalamazoo  Telegraphy  and  its  perusal  is  both 
interesting  and  profitable. 

The  parents  of   our  subject,  Edward  and  Judith 

(Ellis)  Arnold,  emigrated  at  an   early  day  from 

Rhode  Island  to  the  vicinity  of   the  St.  Lawrence 

River,  where  they  were  pioneer  settlers.     He   was 

22  K 


a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  While  they  resided 
in  Brownsville,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  their  son 
Hiram  was  born,  July  14,  1808.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  the  parental  home,  where  he  remained  until 
he  was  twenty  years  old.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store  to  learn  the  mercantile 
business  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  1836, 
meanwhile  saving  $1,000  from  his  earnings. 

Thinking  he  could  improve  his  financial  con- 
dition in  anew  country,  Mr.  Arnold  joined  the  tide 
of  emigrants  who  were  seeking  homes  in  the  West 
and  chanced  to  locate  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  for  some  twenty 
years,  being  in  partnership  with  various  gentlemen 
at  different  times.  In  1855,  he  commenced  in  the 
banking  business  and  continued  in  that  position 
until  1859.  Meanwhile  he  erected  the  house  after- 
ward occupied  by  the  Hon.  Charles  E.  Stuart  for 
many  years  and  now  the  home  of  Samuel  A. 
Browne. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Arnold  purchased  a  farm  known  as 
"Brookside,''  on  the  old  plank  road  two  miles  north 
of  the  city  and  built  a  beautiful  home  where  he  re- 
sided until  1884,  coming  thence  to  No.  432  North 
Stuart  Avenue,  Kalamazoo,  where  he  now  makes 
his  home.  October  16, 1831,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Betsey  Woodbury,  daughter  of 
Edward  Massey,  of  Brownsville,  N.  Y.,  who  died 
when  she  was  a  child.  She  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  social  circles  of  Kalamazoo,  and  actively 
identified  with  St.  Luke's  Church,  which  she  aided 
in  organizing.  She  passed  from  earth,  August  17, 
1879. 

They  were  parents  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Amelia,  who  is  at  home;  Byron,  deceased;  Emil}^ 
Delavan,  Jessie;  Jennie,  who  is  at  home,  and  two 
that  died  in  infancy.  Byron  married  Miss  Starr,  of 
Kalamazoo  and  died  in  July,  1884,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years.  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Sleight,  now 
of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Delavan  was  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war.  Jessie  was  first  married  to  Charles  A. 
Massey,  who  died  in  1884.  Afterward,  she  be- 
X*ame  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Horsey,  manager  of  a 
branch  of  the  Dominion  Bank  at  Toronto,  Canada. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Arnold  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Andrew  Jackson  and  has  never  failed  since  that 
time  to  vote  at  a  Presidential  election,  uniformly 
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supporting  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  the  erection  of  St.  Luke's  Church  at 
Kalamazoo,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Trustee  and 
has  been  a  stanch  supporter.  He  is  public-spirited 
and  has  always  been  identified  with  any  interest  that 
had  a  tendency  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
community.  Now  full  of  years,  he  enjoys  the  re- 
spect of  his  associates  and  reviews  with  pride  and 
pleasure  the  events  of  his  active  and  useful  life. 


^.,  LFRED  S.  FROST,  an  attorney  at  law  of 
?0|  Kalamazoo,  claims  the  honor  of  being  a 
ii  iiative  of  the  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Wakeshraa  Township,  August 
1858.  He  is  the  youngest  of  four  sons  born 
unto  Calvin  and  Catherine  (Kelley)  Frost.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  for 
many  years  was  a  railroad  contractor.  The  mother 
was  a  native  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin,  and  in 
Canada  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Frost.  Soon  after- 
ward they  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich., 
locating  on  a  farm  in  October,  1854,  and  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  community. 
Mr.  Frost  devoted  his  energies  to  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  continued  to  reside  at  his 
first  location  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  7th  of  June,  1883,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 
He  was  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  a  valued 
citizen  and  one  held  in  high  regard  throughout 
the  neighborhood.  His  widow  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
in  the  winter  season  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  later  pursued  his  studies  in  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti,  completing  his  literary  educa- 
cation  by  a  three-termed  course.  He  then  engaged 
in  teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  for  two 
years  but  it  was  his  desire  to  engage  in  the  practice 
of  law  and  to  this  end,  in  the  spring  of  1886,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Frank  E.  Knappen,of  Kal- 
amazoo. The  succeeding  autumn  he  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1888.  In 
November  following,  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court 


Commissioner  for  a  term  of  two  years.  In  1889, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Frank  E.  Knapp  and 
a  year  later  Col.  E.  M.  Irish  was  taken  into  the 
firm  and  the  business  style  of  Irish,  Knappen  & 
Frost  was  assumed.  The  connection  continued 
until  the  1st  of  June,  when  Mr.  Frost  withdrew 
from  the  partnership  and  opened  his  present  oflfice 
in  rooms  at  No.  214  West  Main  Street.  In  1890,  he 
was  re-elected  as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  which 
office  he  still  holds.  He  does  a  general  law  prac- 
tice in  local  and  higher  courts  and  has  been  emi- 
nently successful  in  his  career  as  a  legal  practi- 
tioner. There  are  many  who  have  had  long  years 
of  experience  who  might  well  envy  him  his  success 
and  the  excellent  reputation  he  has  gained.  He  can 
makes  his  patron's  interest  his  own  for  the  time 
being  and  if  labor  and  skill  will  win  a  case  his 
will  never  be  lost. 

In  his  local  relations,  Mr.  Frost  is  a  Mason  and 
an  Odd  Fellow,  holding  membership  with  Anchor 
Lodge,  No.  87,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  Peninsular 
Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T.  He  also  belongs  to  Burr 
Oak  Lodge,  No.  270,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  the  offices.  He  is  a  genial,  courteous 
gentleman,  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out this  community  where  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this 
brief  record  of  his  life  to  our  readers. 


^.,  DELBERT  D.  HARRIS,  who  is  Circuit 
0[L-i\\  Court  Commissioner  of  Kalamazoo,  was 
born  in  Oshtemo  Township,  this  county, 
October  21,  1861.  He  is  the  second  son 
and  third  child  born  to  Henry  and  Sarah  M.  (Pier- 
son)  Harris.  The  father  was  a  native  of  England 
and  came  to  the  United  States  when  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  to  Kalamazoo  County  in  1847.  Soon 
after  locating  here,  he  went  overland  to  California, 
where  he  spent  three  years,  mining  and  brickmak- 
ing,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  Returning 
to  this  county,  he  located  permanently  on  his  fine 
farm  in  Oshtemo  Township,  where  he  carries  on 
general  farming. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Kala- 
mazoo County  and  was  the  daughter  of  David  J. 
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Pierson,  who  came  to  the  county  as  early  as  1832. 
Adelbert  D.  Harris  passed  his  days  on  his  father's 
farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  district  school.  He 
later  attended  the  Baptist  College  at  Kalamazoo. 
He  then  took  a  business  course  in  Parsons'  Business 
College,  after  which  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Breese  &  Stearns.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  October  3,  1887,  after  which  he 
spent  about  three  years  in  a  probate  office  at  Kal- 
amazoo. Mr.  Harris  commenced  the  practice  of 
law  alone  in  1890,  and  is  building  up  a  fine  prac- 
tice. He  was  elected  first  Circuit  Court  Commis- 
sioner in  1888  for  a  period  of  two  years  and  was 
re-elected  the  following  term,  being  the  present 
incumbent  of  the  office. 

In  October,  1891,  Miss  Blanche  Vincent,  of  Kal- 
amazoo, became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Edward  B.  and  Emma  (Thomas) 
Vincent.  Their  pleasant  home  is  located  at  No. 
415  West  Walnut  Street,  Kalamazoo. 


^'    »    ^^ 
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AMUEL  KNICKERBOCKER.  This  gen- 
tleman is  an  honored  pioneer  citizen  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  makes  his  residence 
on  section  32,  Richland  Township,  where 
he  is  carrying  on  general  farming  prosperously. 
He  was  born  to  John  and  Anne  (Lloyd)  Knicker- 
bocker, both  natives  of  New  York  State.  The 
Knickerkocker  family  is  of  Holland  origin. 

When  but  a  boy  our  subject  lost  his  father  by 
death,  and  he  remained  at  home  with  his  mother 
until  becoming  of  age,  assisting  in  the  support  of 
the  family.  He  received  but  a  common  school  ed- 
ucation not  having  the  advantage  offered  to  the 
youth  of  to-day.  The  year  1840  is  the  date  our 
subject  took  as  his  life  companion  and  helpmate 
Matilda  Whitney,  and  they  have  had  two  children: 
John,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Kalamazoo  and 
Ellen.  The  last-named  child  is  now  deceased.  In 
1849,  Mr.  Knickerbocker  came  with  his  wife  to 
Kalamazoo  County  and  settled  on  his  present  farm 
which  he  has  developed  and  made  a  fertile  and  at- 
tractive estate.  When  he  first  settled  here  he 
erected  a  crude  log  house  in  which  he  lived  for 
several  years,  but  he  was  enabled  to  build  the  pres- 


ent convenient  and  spacious  dwelling  in  which  the 
family  now  make  their  home.  Mrs.  Matilda 
Knickerbocker  was  called  from  this  life  in  1858, 
and  on  September  6,  1860,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Eliza  Stone,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  26,  1818.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Orange  and  Sallie  (West)  Stone,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  father  being  of  English  ancestry.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  When  but  eleven 
months  old,  Mrs.  Knickerbocker  lost  her  mother  and 
when  twenty-one  years  old  her  father  died.  The 
year  after  this  last  sad  event  she  came  to  Michigan 
and  has  lived  here  since  that  time.  Mr.  Knicker- 
bocker is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  eighty  acres  of 
rich  and  productive  land,  all  of  which  is  under  splen- 
did cultivation .  The  Republican  party  receives  the 
vote  of  this  gentleman  on  all  occasions  and  he  ap- 
proves of  every  movement  which  tends  to  elevate 
the  prosperity  of  the  place. 

The  original  of  this  biography  had  his  birth  Au- 
gust 27,  1820,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
been  an  industrious  and  economical  man  all  his 
life  time  and  by  this  has  made  for  himself  a  com- 
petence and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early 
labors.  The  family  commands  the  good-will  of 
the  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 


ON. 


Congress 


JULIUS  C.  BURROWS,  member  of 
from  the  Fourth  Congressional 
District  of  Michigan,  is  not  only  one  of  the 
^  most  popular  citizens  of  Kalamazoo,  but  is 
also  prominent  in  the  councils  of  his  countr}^  An 
able  Legislator,  a  mau  of  great  force  of  character, 
a  lover  of  progress,  his  influence  is  potent  for  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens.  A  pure  patriot,  above 
bribery,  he  has  repeatedly  been  called  to  public 
offices  of  honor  and  responsibility.  Equally  the 
friend  of  rich  and  poor,  his  efforts  have  won  the 
attention  and  commendation  of  the  humble  laborer, 
whose  interests  he  makes  his  own,  and  by  his  leg- 
islative efforts  he  has  brought  honor  upon  himself, 
and  been  a  source  of  pride  and  credit  to  his  dis- 
trict and  to  the  State,  giving  the  closest  attention 
to  the  progress  and  growing  wants  of  his  district. 
He  has  so  gained  the  marked  approval  of  his  con- 
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stituency  thai  he  has  been  repeatedly  re-elected, 
and  that,  too,  in  a  district  containing  many  able  and 
ambitious  men  of  his  own  and  adverse  party,  who 
would  not  have  declined  the  honors  accorded  him. 
At  the  same  time,  while  representing  the  manifold 
interests  of  his  own  district  with  distinguished 
ability,  he  has  so  grasped  great  questions  of  Na- 
tional import  that  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
he  ranks  among  the  foremost. 

Mr.  Burrows  was  born  at  North  Erie,  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  January  9,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Maria  Burrows,  natives  of  New 
England,  of  sturdy  English  ancestry.  Like  many 
other  men,  he  was  not  "born  within  the  purple," 
or  reared  in  luxury.  While  the  sons  of  other  and 
more  wealthy  parents  were  receiving  the  best  ad- 
vantages of  study  and  travel,  he  was  helping  in 
the  hum-drum  duties  of  the  home,  and  attending 
the  common  school  of  the  district  whenever  he 
could  be  spared.  Upon  coming  West  as  far  as  Ohio, 
he  entered  Kings ville  Academy  and  applied  himself 
to  his  studies  with  unflagging  assiduity,  and  subse- 
quently, at  the  Grand  River  Institute,  at  Austm- 
burg,  Ashtabula  County,  where  he  strove  to  fully 
avail  himself  of  the  high  advantages  offered  by 
that  college. 

Commencing  the  study  of  the  law,  for  which  he 
seemed  eminently  adapted,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  at  Jefferson,  Ohio,  in  1859,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing winter  engaged  in  teaching.  In  1860,  he 
came  to  Richland,  this  State,  where,  for  a  year,  he 
occupied  the  position  of  Principal  of  the  Richland 
Seminary.  The  next  year  found  him  located  in 
Kalamazoo,  where  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  was  always  especially  strong  and 
convincing  as  an  advocate. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Burrows  raised  a  com  pan  3^  for  the 
Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
served  as  Captain,  participating  in  the  battles  of 
South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Vicks- 
burg,  Jackson  and  Knoxville,  and  had  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  both  officers  and  privates.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  returned 
to  Kalamazoo  and  resumed  his  legal  practice,  in 
which  he  was  afterward  engaged  until  called  to 
higher  trusts  and  more  pressing  public  duties. 

In  1866,  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 


Kalamazoo  County,  serving  one  term,  when  he  was 
re-elected,  but  declined  to  serve  a  second  term. 
Progressing  politically  and  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  while  still  comparatively  a 
young  man,  he  was  elected,  in  1872,  to  his  first 
term  in  Congress,  and  in  1878  elected  to  a  second 
term.  Since  that  time  he  has  served  as  a  member 
of  every  Congress  except  the  Forty-eighth  and 
was  nominated  by  acclamation  of  the  Republican 
Convention,  and  elected  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority to  the  Fiftieth  Congress.  In  1868,  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Supervisor  of  Internal 
Revenue  for  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  from  Pres- 
ident Grant,  and  in  1884  was  appointed  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury  by  President  Arthur,  both  of  which 
appointments  he  declined.  He  was  Delegate-at- 
Large  from  the  State  of  Michigan  to  the  National 
Republican  Convention  in  1880. 

Mr.  Burrows  was  married,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Jen- 
nie S.  Hubbard,  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  a  lady 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  her.  She 
died  in  Kalamazoo  in  1864.  One  daughter  was  born 
to  them,  now  the  wife  of  George  McNeir,  Esq.,  a 
brilliant,  rising  young  man  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Shortly  after  our  subject's  return  from  his  coun- 
try's service  in  1865,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Frances 
S.  Peck,  of  Kalamazoo,  took  place.  Mrs.  Burrows 
is  a  lady  of  rare  culture  and  endowments. 

Mr.  Burrows  is  a  man  of  strong  and  independ- 
dent  convictions,  and  has  the  courage  to  declare 
them  with  fidelity  and  boldness,  firm  in  his  loyalty 
to  his  country,  his  constituency  and  his  friends. 
He  has  a  whole-souled  and  mag^netic  geniality  in 
his  intercourse  with  all,  and  there  is  undoubtedly 
no  citizen  of  Kalamazoo  or  Michigan  or  in  Con- 
gress more  popular  than  he.  He  has  been  most 
successful  in  securing  Governmental  appropria- 
tions much  needed  in  his  district.  That  for  the 
postofflce  building  at  Kalamazoo  was  largely  owing 
to  his  persistent  efforts.  To  continue  the  history 
of  his  political  career:  He  served  in  the  Fiftieth 
Congress  on  the  important  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means.  In  August,  1888,  he  was  renominated 
by  acclamation  as  member  of  the  Fifty-first  Con- 
gress, and  at  the  ensuing  elction  was  chosen  by  a 
plurality  of  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty- five   votes.     In    that   Congress  he   is  also 
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serving  as  member  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee. He  has  been  appointed  speaker,  pro  tem, 
on  numerous  occasions,  and  showed  ability  as  a 
presiding  officer  and  parliamentarian. 

His  ability  displayed  in  treating  grave  and  mo- 
mentous questions  of  public  interest,  his  capacity  to 
deal  with  national  affairs,  and  his  rapid  growth  in 
national  esteem  and  reputation  give  promise  of 
still  higher  honor. 

.^ M -^— 

yWLLIAM  BOVHi:,  M.  D.     Among  the  skill- 
t     ful  and  respected  physicians  of  Kalamazoo 

\^N^  County  who  are  represented  in  this  vol- 
ume, we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  readers 
a  few  important  events  in  the  life  career  of  Dr. 
Bovie,  of  Ross  Township.  A  native  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  February  3,  1829,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  E.  and  Amy  Bovie.  Early  or- 
phaned by  the  deatli  of  his  father,  when  he  was 
three  years  old,  and  the  loss  of  his  mother  six 
years  later,  he  was  deprived  of  the  parental  train- 
ing which  is  of  such  advantage  in  molding  the 
character  and  elevating  the  ambition  of  the  young. 

The  excellent  education  which  our  subject 
gained  by  attendance  at  the  common  schools  and 
later  at  the  Macedon  Academy,  he  utilized  by  en- 
gaging for  many  years  as  a  teacher  in  the  schools 
of  New  York  and  Michigan,  he  holding  a  State 
certificate,  dated  November  4,  1850,  entitling  him 
to  teach  any  school  in  the  State.  He  has  held 
various  positions  of  responsibility  in  his  profes- 
sion, among  them  serving  as  Principal  of  Portage 
(N.  Y.)  Union  Schools  and  Principal  of  Richland 
(Mich.)  Seminary. 

While  engaging  as  a  teacher,  our  subject  began 
the  study  of  medicine  during  his  leisure  hours  and 
afterward  studied  for  about  three  years  under  Dr. 
B\y,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Subsequently,  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  after  studjdng  there  for  three 
years,  graduated  with  a  good  record  as  a  medical 
student  and  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
latest  investigations  in  the  science. 

For  several  years  the  young  Doctor  followed  his 
profession  at  Hickory  Corners,  thence  removed  to 


Augusta,  where  he  practiced  a  number  of  years, 
and  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  skillful 
practitioner.  After  residing  three  years  in  Kansas, 
he  settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  in  Ross  Township,  which  he  still  cultivates  in 
connection  with  his  practice.  Although  commenc- 
ing in  life  without  capital,  he  has  been  successful, 
and  in  the  honest  pursuit  of  his  profession  has 
acquired  a  competence. 

September  19,  1876,  Dr.  Bovie  was  married  to 
Miss  Henrietta  Barnes,  of  Yorkville,  Mich.,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Grace,  Zella,  William  T.,  Addie,  and  Clarence.  A 
Democrat  in  his  political  belief  and  a  gentleman 
of  deep  learning  and  wide  information,  the  Doctor 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  acquaintances,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  well  known  for  their  hospitality. 


^  LFRED  ALDRICH.     In  the  death  of  this 

WlU\\  gentleman,  Kalamazoo  County  lost  one  of 
its  best  pioneer,  and  Ross  Township  one 
of  its  most  public-spirited  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  August  27, 
1819,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  descendant  of 
English  ancestors.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Pet- 
hene  (Finch)  Aldrich,  removed  in  1829,  to  Ma- 
comb County,  this  State,  where  they  settled  in  the 
woods,  seven  miles  from  the  nearest  neighbor. 

Amid  those  primeval  surroundings,  Mr.  Aid- 
rich  was  reared  to  manhood,  having  meager  ad- 
vantages for  obtaining  an  education,  and  spending 
his  boyhood  principally  in  farm  work,  varied  oc- 
casionally by  the  sport  of  hunting  the  wild  game 
which  abounded,  A  natural  mechanic,  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and,  when 
opportunity  afforded,  was  engaged  at  building. 
June  1,  1845,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Clarissa  J.,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Clarissa  Fris- 
bie,  natives,  respectively,  of  Vermont  and  Con- 
necticut. 

A  native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Aid- 
rich  was  born  May  3,  1824,  and  when  three  years 
old  was  orphaned  by  the  death  of  her  father;  ten 
years  later  her  mother  also  passed    away.     In  the 
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fall  of  1837,  she  came  with  her  sister  and  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Spencer,  to  Macomb  County, 
Mich.,  where  they  made  settlement  in  the  woods 
of  Armada  Township.  Prior  to  her  marriage, 
she  successfully  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  two  terms 
and  was  an  efficient  instructor  of  the  young. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aldrich  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  survive,  namely;  Almiron 
A.  and  Clarkson  C,  who  reside  in  Barry  County; 
Joan,  wife  of  Lewis  Moon,  of  Ross  Township; 
Theron  A.  and  Harry  C,  who  also  make  their  home 
in  Ross  Township,  and  Althier,  who  is  at  home. 
The  two  deceased  are  Frank  and  Inez. 

From  Macomb  County,  Mr.  Aldrich  came  in 
1850  to  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Ross  Township, 
and  made  his  home  in  a  log  cabin  some  three  years. 
Then  he  built  a  portion  of  the  house  in  which  his 
widow  now  resides,  and  later  added  other  im- 
provements to  the  place.  His  residence  constitutes 
a  comfortable  and  pleasant  home,  while  the  barns 
are  substantial  and  complete.  He  added  to  his 
original  purchase  until  at  his  death  he  owned  two 
hundred  and  seventy  three  acres  of  finely-cul- 
tivated land. 

As  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Aldrich  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  local  politics,  but  refused  to  accept  official 
honors  even  when  solicited  to  do  so  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens, for  he  preferred  the  amenities  of  home 
life.  A  man  of  sterling  integrity,  he  attained  suc- 
cess and  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  men,  so  that 
when  his  death  occurred,  August  18,  1881,  he  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 


/^EORGE  McCREARY.  The  history  of  a  na- 
ff/ ^^  tion  is  the  history  of  its  people.  It  is  the 
^^^(  character  of  the  individual  that  gives 
strength  to  a  country  and  confers  value  even  up- 
on its  soil.  In  every  village  and  city  there  are 
large  numbers  of  prosperous  intelligent  citizens,who 
are  contributing  to  the  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  reside  thus  promoting  the  wel- 
fare of  the  entire  nation.  Among  this  desirable  class 
of  citizens  is  Mr.McCreary, whose  home  is  an  elegant 
brick  residence  at  Schoolcraft.      As  the  owner  of  a 


splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  and  valuable 
village  property,  he  is  closely  identified  with  the 
interests  of  Kalamazoo  County. 

The  McCreary  family  originated  in  Scotland, 
whence  at  an  early  day  representatives  of  the  fam- 
ily came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William 
McCreary,  passed  his  entire  life  in  the  Keystone 
State,  where  Preston  J.  was  born.  He  grew  to  matur- 
ity in  his  native  State  and  was  married  to  Christiana, 
daughter  of  George  Middleton,who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  December  2,  1807.  The  first  home  of  the 
young  couple  was  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
whence  in  1830  they  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  set 
tied  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  In  the  home  they 
there  established  the  mother  died  December  7, 1868; 
the  father  survived  a  number  of  years,  his  death 
occurring  in  Schoolcraft,  October  30,  1885. 

The  parental  family  included  five  children, 
namely:  Samuel  S.,  George,  John,  Adeline  and 
Springer.  The  second  son,  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Washington,  Pa.,  March  7, 
1830,  and  was  only  six  months  old  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  Michigan.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
Prairie  Ronde  Township  and  has  always  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  pursuits,  of  which  he  has  a 
thorough,  practical  knowledge.  He  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township 
until  February,  1884,  when  he  removed  to  School- 
craft and  erected  the  attractive  residence  where 
he  has  since  lived.  He  supervises  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm,  which  comprises  two  hundred  acres, 
although  he  no  longer  tills  the  soil. 

June  19,  1856,  Mr.  McCreary  and  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Fanckboner  were  united  in  marriage  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township.  Mrs.  McCreary  is  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Crose)Fanckboner,  the 
former  born  near  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  April  17,  1803. 
and  the  latter  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  June  14, 
1807.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  McCreary  was 
Daniel  Fanckboner,  probably  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, whose  father  emigrated  from  Germany  at  an 
early  day  and  made  settlement  in  New  Jersey. 
William  Fanckboner  and  his  wife  emigrated  from 
that  State  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township  in  1837,  making  their  home  on  a 
farm  until  called  hence  by  death.     He  passed  away 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


495 


April  13, 1883,  and  her  death  occurred  August  15, 
1888.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
namely:  George,  John,  Abram,  Sarah  A.,  Ann 
Matilda,  William,  and  Mary  E. 

Born  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  January  11,  1835, 
Mrs.  McCreary  was  a  mere  child  when  her 
parents  removed  to  this  State.  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children:  Ada  E.  and  Willis  G.,  who  are 
at  home.  Although  not  an  office-seeker,  Mr. 
McCreary  has  held  some  of  the  school  offices  in 
Prairie  Ronde  Township  and  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  belief.  He  and  his  wife  are  highly  es- 
teemed both  in  Schoolcraft  and  the  surrounding 
country,  and  their  hospitality  and  kindness  of 
heart  endear    them  to  all  with  whom  they  meet. 


EI.SON  B.  BP]ERS  is  one  of  the  wealthy 
and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Richland 
/iv/i^  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  His  beauti- 
ful tract  of  land  is  pleasantly  located  on  section 
5,  and  his  estate  is  improved  with  all  the  buildings 
and  machinery  which  best  subserve  the  interests  of 
a  first-class  farmer. 

Mr.  Beers  was  born  December  3,  1839,  in  New- 
Haven  Count3%  Conn.,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Rebecca  (Smith)  Beers,  also  natives  of  the 
Nutmeg  State.  The  parents  removed  to  Wiscon- 
sin when  Nelson  B.  was  about  seven  years  old, 
and  there  resided  for  a  number  of  years.  Our 
subject  made  the  best  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
him  for  an  education,  although  being  able  to  at- 
tend only  the  district  school.  He  was  reared  on 
his  father's  farm  and  thus  early  in  life  became 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  details  con- 
nected with  that  line  of  work. 

In  1864,  the  original  of  this  sketch  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County  and  located  in  Richland  Town- 
ship, about  one -half  mile  from  his  present  residence. 
He  is  the  possessor  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  acres  of  land,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  attractive  estates  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Beers  is  pardonably  proud  of  his  property,  as  it 
has  been  the  result  of  his  industry  and  good  man- 
agement. He  is  a  gentleman  among  whose  per- 
sonal characteristics  are  those  of  a  love   of   truth. 


justice,  progress,  and  a  cordial,  kindly  spirit  which 
makes  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents. 

March  13,  1866,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucy  G.  Iloyt.  who  was  born  in  this  county, 
January  18,  1847.  Mrs.  Beers  was  a  daughter  of 
Seymour  and  Lucretia  Hoyt,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Vermont  and  Connecticut,  the  former  of  whom 
is  deceased  and  the  latter  is  residing  in  Richland 
Township.  Her  mother  came  to  the  county  when 
thirteen  years  of  age  and  by  her  union  with  Mr. 
Hoyt  became  the  parent  of  the  following  children: 
Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Abram  Stanley  ;Douglas,Fi'ank 
H.;  Amanda  M.,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Middaugh;  Mrs. 
Beers,  Cynthia  A.,  Mrs.  Frederick  Church,  Reuben 
and  William  S.  Mr.  Ho^^t  passed  away  in  Octo- 
ber, 1881.  Her  mother,  who  is  in  her  seventy- 
sixth  year,  is  one  of  the  pioneer  women  of  the 
county  and  is  highl}-  esteemed  for  her  many  good 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  She  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

The  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  Nelson  B.;  Lewis  A.,  who  married  Rose  A. 
Pennock;  Ernest  B.,  Mary  D.  and  Frank  H.  The 
two  latter  are  deceased.  In  politics,  he  of  whom 
we  write  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  is  a  gentleman 
who  stands  high  in  financial  circles  in  Kalamazoo 
County. 


— '•? 
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^^  AMITEL  SEWART  McCREARY.  The  loca- 
^^^  tion  of  Kalamazoo  County  in  the  midst  of  a 
lil/'jl)  fertile  farming  country  favors  the  accumu- 
lation of  an  abundance  of  this  world's 
goods  by  its  citizens.  Accordingly,  we  find  that 
many  of  its  residents,  and  especially  is  this  true  of 
its  farmers,  are  prosperous  and  thrifty,  possessing 
large  estates  and  known  even  in  other  portions  of 
Michigan  as  public-spirited  and  wealthy  citizens. 
On  section  eleven,  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  is  a 
splendid  farm,  comprising  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  the  home  of  Mr.  McCreary  and  his  family. 
He  has  resided  in  Kalamazoo  County  since  as  a  child 
of  two  years  he  was  brought  hither  by  his  parents 
in  1830.  The  parental  history  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  his  brother  George,  which  appears  else- 
where in  tliis  volume.     A  native  of  Pennsylvanin, 


496 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


he  was  born  in  Erie,  Washington  County,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1828,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  where  the  most  of  his  active  life 
has  been  passed. 

January  1,  1857,  Mr.  MeCreary  was  married  in 
this  township  to  Miss  Ann  Matilda  Fanckboner, 
a  sister  of  Mrs.  George  MeCreary,  of  whom 
see  sketch.  Mrs.  MeCreary  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, September  18,  1836,  and  was  about  ten  months 
old  when  her  father  and  mother  located  m  Kala- 
mazoo County.  She  passed  the  years  of  her  girl- 
hood in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  she  gained  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools  and  became 
prepared  for  the  duties  which  came  to  her  in  later 
j'^ears. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MeCreary  lo- 
cated at  once  on  section  11,  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship, where  they  have  since  resided.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  namely:  William,  who 
married  Susie  Hemmelwright  and  is  a  farmer  in 
this  township;  Albert,  Burton  and  Libbie,  who  are 
at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  MeCreary  has  al- 
ways been  an  active  worker  and  an  industrious 
man,  and  the  result  of  his  industry  is  apparent  in 
the  possession  of  a  large  estate,  which  he  has  grad- 
ually acquired  from  his  original  sixty  acres.  The 
public  affairs  of  the  county  and  nation  awaken 
his  deepest  interest  aiid  he  adheres  with  firmness 
to  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party,  believing 
its  principles  best  adapted  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 


^x  RRIN  F.  BURROUGHS,  M.  D.,  of  Galesburg, 
(if  )l)  ^^^  ^^^^  ^"  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
%^  14,  1827.  His  father,  Daniel  B.,  was  born 
in  Vermont  in  1800,  and  came  to  Michigan  about 
1850,  locating  on  a  farm  near  Silver  Creek  and 
spending  his  last  days  in  Comstock  Township, 
where  he  died  when  seventy-two  years  old.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Sally  (Scofield)  Burroughs, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
.  when  her  son,  our  subject,  was  quite  young. 

The  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  com- 
prises five  children,  two  of  whom  now  survive, 
Luther  and  O.  F.     The  last-named   was  reared  by 


his  maternal  grandparents  and  became  self-support- 
ing at  the  age  of  fourteen,  working  on  a  farm  for 
an  uncle  during  the  summer  and  attending  school 
in  the  winter  until  he  was  nineteen.  For  three 
years  he  was  a  student  in  the  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary,  when  he  completed  his  literary  education, 
after  which  he  taught  school  and  employed  his 
leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  medicine.  Before 
entering  the  Genesee  Seminary,  he  had  studied  one 
year  in  the  College  at  Brockport,  N.  Y. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1851,  our  subject  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  at 
Ann  Arbor,  which  he  attended  for  two  years,  grad- 
uating in  the  spring  of  1854.  He  located  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Henrietta,  N.  Y., 
whence  one  year  later  he  returned  to  Michigan, 
and  settled  in  Galesburg,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained busily  employed  in  his  profession.  He  is 
justly  known  as  a  skillful  physician,  whose  knowl- 
edge of  therapeutics  is  extended  and  his  skill  in 
diflScult  cases  is  everywhere  acknowledged. 

In  1857,  the  Doctor  was  married  in  Galesburg, 
to  Miss  Olive,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Louise 
(Buckley)  Cash.  Mrs.  Burroughs  was  born  in  Le 
Roy  Township,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  November 
14, 1831,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  Flint, 
this  State,  where  her  father  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three.  Her  mother  passed  away  at  Cleve- 
land when  eighty-two  years  old.  The  marriage  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Burroughs  has  been  blest  by  the  birth 
of  three  sons:  O.  Frank,  a  physician,  who  attended 
Ann  Arbor  University  for  three  years  and  gradu- 
ated from  Rush  Medical  College;  Frank  C,  a  mer- 
chant of  Galesburg,  and  Arthur  P.,  who  is  now  at- 
tending the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University. 

For  thiry-five  years.  Dr.  Burroughs  has  engaa^ed 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  during  a  portion 
of  which  time  he  has  also  operated  a  drug  store  in 
connection  therewith.  In  his  politics,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  in 
various  official  capacities.  He  was  Superintendent 
of  the  poor  of  Kalamazoo  County  for  twelve  years, 
is  now  County  Physician,  has  held  all  the  school 
offices,  and  served  as  President  of  the  School  Board 
for  many  years.  He  was  the  first  Treasurer  of  the 
village  of  Galesburg  after  it  was  incorporated,  was 
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elected  President  of  the  village  in  1864  and  re- 
elected for  the  following  term.  He  is  at  present 
holding  that  office. 

Socially,  the  Doctor  is  a  prominent  Mason  and 
belongs  to  Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No  8,  and  the  Chap- 
ter and  Blue  Lodge  of  Galesburg,  in  which  he  has 
been  High  Priest.  His  skill  as  a  physician,  added 
to  his  integrity  as  a  citizen,  has  won  for  him  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  the  esteem  of 
all  whom  he  meets. 


_^3. 


^-^^=- 


-^D 


<^  MLLIAM  G.  KNIGHT.  He  that  has  no 
\/iJl/    ^'^^^^'^  ^^^  ^^^  record  of  the  past,  no  inter- 

^^\f/  est  in  the  present  and  no  anxiety  for  the 
future,  is  scarcely  to  be  named  a  citizen  of  this 
world.  Few  can  look  back  to  the  history  of  their 
own  lives,  family  and  ancestry,  and  not  discover 
elements  which  have  shaped  their  destiny.  Like 
produces  like  in  the  moral  as  well  as  in  the  spirit- 
ual world. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  wealthy  agriculturists  of  Kalama- 
zoo County,  is  at  present  residing  on  his  beautiful 
estate,  which  is  located  on  section  30,  Schoolcraft 
Township.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Godfrey  Knight, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland,  May  26,  1786.  He  was 
married  in  1823,  previous  to  emigrating  to  Amer- 
ica, to  Miss  Ann  Kinney,  also  a  native  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle.  The  young  couple  thought  to  try 
their  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  and  came  hither 
in  1831.  After  a  few  weeks  spent  in  the  Empire 
State,  they  came  West  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
section  30,  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  they  lived  until  their  death,  the 
mother  passing  away  March  7,  1863,  and  the  fa- 
ther, February  20,  1887.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
Mr.  Knight  was  the  oldest  citizen  of  the  county, 
and  was  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Godfrey  Knight  was  employed,  as  were  all  the 
pioneers  of  that  early  day,  in  subduing  nature, 
building  cabins,  clearing  land,  breaking  prairie, 
etc.,  but  with  all  that  labor,  was  social  and  happy, 
having  a  care  for  the  morals  and  education  of  his 
growing  family.     His  industry   and    perseverance 


were  rewarded,  and  he  was  enabled  to  pass  his  last 
days  in  peace  and  quietness. 

William  G.  Knight  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children  born  to  his  parents,  the  three  eldest  dying 
when  quite  young.  James  K.,  who  was  Circuit 
Judge  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  the  incumbent  of 
that  position  at  his  death,  which  occurred  Novem- 
ber 25,  1876;  Mary  Ann  is  the  widow^  of  Albert 
Wood.  The  remaining  children  are,  William  G., 
our  subject;  John  T.,  Jeremiah  H.,  and  Godfrey  E. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
September  18,  1831.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  and  passed 
onward  in  the  rugged  pathway  of  time.  Disciplined 
in  the  stern  school  of  experience,  he  was  prepared 
to  meet  every  emergency  with  a  steady  and  ready 
hand.  He  has  always  been  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  devoting  considerable  time  and 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  He  is  the 
owner  of  several  valuable  horses,  and  has  a  fine 
track  on  his  farm  on  which  to  speed  his  animals. 
He  possesses  seventeen  hundred  acres  of  land, 
seven  hundred  and  forty  of  which  are  in  Prairie 
Ronde  and  Schoolcraft  Townships,  Kalamazoo 
County.  His  estate  is  supplied  with  the  very  best 
buildings  and  farm  machinery,  for  he  believes  that 
the  best  improvements  bring  him  in  the  largest  re- 
turns. He  is  very  progressive  and  wide-awake, 
and  is  listed  among  the  wealthy  and  prominent 
farmers  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Knight  was  married  in  Schoolcraft  Town- 
ship, May  9,  1874,  to  Miss  Grace  Lawther,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Donnie)  Lawther,  who 
was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  March  8, 
1837.  Our  subject  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  The  Hon.  Godfrey  E.  Knight,  the 
youngest  brother  of  our  subject,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 15,  1838.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  prosecuting 
his  primary  studies  in  the  common  schools.  He  la- 
ter entered  the  Michigan  University,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  literary  department  of  that  insti- 
tution with  the  Class  of  '60.  He  then  studied  law 
for  about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  two  years  there- 
after was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Sub- 
sequently he  established  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Schoolcraft,  and  was  thus   emploj'ed  for  seven 
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or  eight  years,  during  which  time  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  village.  He  was  also  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  for  a  short  time, 
when,  in  the  fall  of  1874,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  serving  one  term.  He  later  operated 
as  "mine  hosf  of  the  Oliver  House  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  in  company  with  his  brother  Jeremiah  H., 
and  was  fairly  successful  in  the  undertaking. 
Since  returning  to  Schoolcraft  Township,  he  has 
made  his  home  with  our  subject. 

There  are  few  homes  in  the  county  more  com- 
fortable or  beautiful  than  that  occupied  by  Mr. 
Knight,  and  we  are  pleased  to  present  a  view  of  it 
on  another  page,  as  well  as  a  portrait  of  its  owner 
and  occupant. 


ENRY  H.  BOEKELOO,  is  a  well-known 
grocery  merchant  of  Kalamazoo,  located  at 
the  corner  of  Portage  and  Vine  Streets, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  for 
many  years,  and,  by  his  fan*  dealing  and  cour- 
teous treatment,  has  won  a  liberal  patronage. 
A  native  of  Holland,  he  was  born  December  5, 
1838,  and  was  the  youngest  of  nine  children, 
his  parents  being  Hendricks  and  Ann  (Slager) 
Boekeloo.  His  father  was  a  butcher  by  trade,  and 
for  a  time  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brushes.  In  the  spring  of  1854,  in  company  with 
his  family,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  and  landed  at  New  York  City,  from  whence 
he  came  directly  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  Here  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1868.  His  wife  died  in  1872, leaving  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  yet 
survive.  One  sister  is  living  in  Holland,  the  other 
in  Kalamazoo. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  youth  in 
his  native  country,  where  he  received  limited  ed- 
ucational advantages,  leaving  school  at  the  age  of 
thirteen.  On  accompanying  his  parents  to  Kala- 
mazoo, he  first  secured  employment  in  a  paint  shop 
and,  finding  the^business  pleasant,  followed  it  for  a 
period  of  ten  years.  Having  acquired  some  capi- 
tal in  the  meantime,  he  then  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  in  a  small  way  on  Portage  Street, 


on  the  present  site  of  his  new  store.  In  the  spring 
of  1870,  he  was  elected  Constable,  which  office  he 
held  continuously  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
and  during  that  time  he  also  acted  as  Deputy 
Sheriff,  and  with  his  son  Peter  carried  on  a  private 
detective  office  in  Kalamazoo. 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1869,  Mr.  Boekeloo  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Cornelia  Naber,  of  Kala- 
mazoo, a  native  of  Holland  and  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Nienhuis)  Naber,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  six  years  before  Mr. 
Boekeloo 's  family  crossed  the  water.  They  settled 
iu  Ottawa  County,  Township  of  Holland,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Boekeloo  came  from  Holland,  Mich.,  to  Kala- 
mazoo, in  1854.  By  their  union  have  been  born 
twelve  children,  namely:  Otto  A.,  Peter  H.  (de- 
ceased), Henry  H.,  Katie,  Richp-rd,  John  H.,  Jacob, 
Anna  L.,  George  and  Minnie.  Mary  and  the  first 
child  died  in  infancy. 

For  i\ve  years  Mr.  Boekeloo  was  a  merchant  po- 
lice of  Kalamazoo,  having  control  of  five  blocks, 
during  which  time  he  ariested  nineteen  men, 
nearly  all  of  whom  were  tried,  convicted  and  sent 
to  States  prison.  He  was  also  the  originator  of  the 
Holland  Working  Men's  Association,  was  its  first 
President  and  filled  that  office  for  seven  3^ears. 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Holland 
Christian  Reformed  Church.  In  his  business  career, 
he  has  met  with  signal  success,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  grocers  of  the  city,  having  acquired  a  lib- 
eral patronage  which  is  justly  deserved.  Long  ex- 
perience has  made  him  familiar  with  the  wants  of 
the  public,  and  it  is  ever  his  earnest  desire  and 
effort  to  please  his  patrons. 


^^REDERICK  W.  MYERS  is  connected  with 
--^Ig)  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  Kalama- 
U^  zoo,  being  President  and  Manager  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Wagon  Company.  The  plant  of  this 
company  is  situated  on  Ransom  street  and  covers 
an  acre  and  a  half.  They  employ  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  $150,000  is  invested  in  the  business 
and  the  annual  product  of  the  factory  amounts  to 
$300,000.     Mr.  Myers  was  one  of  four  gentlemen 
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to  establish  the  company  in -1881.  Within  two 
years,  he  purchased  the  interests  of  his  partners  and 
from  1883  to  1890  ho  was  the  sole  proprietor.  It 
was  then  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Wagon  Company,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $100,000.  The}^  make  a  specialty  of  surreys, 
phaetons,  pleasure  wagons  and  spring  wagons,  to- 
gether with  fine  sleighs  and  cutters  and  have  a 
large  and  constantly  increasing  trade. 

Mr.  Myers  is  a  native  of  New  York,  Cortland 
being  the  place  of  his  birth  and  the  date  February 
11,  1850.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  took 
charge  of  the  shipping  department  of  the  Cort- 
land Wagon  Company,  which  position  he  tilled 
for  about  nine  years,  or  until  1881,  when  he  came 
to  Kalamazoo  and  established  the  Kalamazoo 
Wagon  Company.  He  had  had  thorough  mechan- 
ical training  with  his  father,  John  F.  Myers,  who 
was  an  architect  and  builder,  also  his  long  continu- 
ance with  the  Cortland  Wagon  Company  made 
him  well  fitted  for  the  work  he  undertook.  On 
January  19,  1881,  before  leaving  for  the  West,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence  Smith  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son,  George 
Boyd. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Myers  is  a  Re- 
publican and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  now  building  a  handsome  stone 
residence  at  No.  203  Woodward  Avenue  and  when 
completed  it  will  be  among  the  finest  dwellings  in 
Kalamazoo  and  will  compare  favorably  with  many 
of  the  fine  homes  in  Chicago.  The  success  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Wagon  Company  has  been  almost  phe- 
nomenal. It  has  had  an  advancing  and  progressive 
growth,  its  history  being  one  of  development  along 
lines  laid  down  by  its  founders,  whose  original  idea 
was  to  have  a  plant  erected  that  could  turn  out 
one  thousand  jobs  per  year.  If  this  was  done,  they 
thought  their  fondest  hopes  would  be  realized. 
The  success  of  the  company  was  assured  from  the 
start,  as  the  output  the  first  year  was  in  excess  of 
the  amount  stated.  Its  business  has  been  increas- 
ing until  its  proportions  have  outgrown  any  anti- 
cipations of  its  originators  and  the  output  is  eight 
thousand  jobs  annually.  The  entire  part  of  the 
successful  business  can  be  attributed  to  the  per- 
sonal oversight   and  management  of   Mr.  Myers, 


who  has  given  undivided  attention  to  the  business 
and  has  labored  earnestly  for  its  interests.  The 
standard  of  the  work  turned  out  is  the  highest. 
Only  the  best  material  is  used  and  everything  is 
done  in  first-class  style.  In  his  home,  Mr.  Myers  is 
a  gentleman  of  fine  social  tastes  who  enjoys  a  good 
joke  or  story  and  delights  to  entertain  his  friends, 
who  are  many. 


^t^>  b^g» 


4^ 


ON  W.  A.  BLAKE.  This  respected  resident 
of  Galesburg  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  13,  1832,  and  is  the 

^  son  of  Ira  Blake,  also  a  native  of  the  same 
place  as  was  our  subject.  The  father  married  Miss 
Adeline  Campbell  in  the  above-named  countj^  and 
soon  after  that  event  the  young  couple  moved  to 
Genesee  County,  where  Mr.  Blake  died.  His 
father,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  named 
Ruel  Blake  and  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He 
was  also  a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  paternal  family  of  our  subject  numbered 
four  children,  of  whom  all  are  living  with  one  ex- 
ception. W.  A.  was  the  youngest  child  and 
was  only  six  years  of  age  when  his  father  died. 
He  made  his  home  with  his  grandfather  Blake  un- 
til reaching  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  started 
ont  to  earn  his  own  living.  In  1851,  when  eight- 
een years  old,  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in 
Galesburg,  where  he  worked  out  by  the  day. 

In  May,  1865,  the  gentleman  of  whom  .we  write 
was  married  to  Louisa  Burdick,  a  native  of  Charles- 
ton Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  her  birth  oc- 
curring August  11, 1839.  Her  parents  were  Sand- 
ford  and  Caroline  (Tobey)  Burdick,  natives  of 
New  York.  The  father  came  to  Michigan  in  1833, 
and  entered  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Government 
in  Charleston.  Mr.  Blake  was  engaged  in  the 
hardware  and  implement  business  for  a  time  in 
Galesburg,  but  at  the  present  time  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  where  he  lives  in  Corns tock 
Township,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
in  Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  nearly 
all  of  which  is  under  excellent  cultivation.  He 
gives  his  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  and  is  making  a  success  of  his  calling. 
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The  three  sons  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  Ruel  W.,  Sherman  J.  and  James  L.  Mr.  Blake 
held  the  office  of  Township  Treasurer  when  a 
3'Oung  man  and  has  ever  since  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
one  term  and  Supervisor  for  three  years.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  from  the  Second  District 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  in  1890,  and  gave  perfect 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  held  the  office  of  Postmaster  under 
Buchanan.  He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Prairie 
Lodge,  No.  92,  at  Galesburg. 


ttm^rw^^m' 


^  ■  t  I  * 


^1  RTHUR  LONGMAN  did  noble  service  for 
his  adopted  country  during  the  great  Re- 
bellion, and  won  a  high  reputation  for 
coolness  and  undaunted  courage  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  for  promptness  in  action,  and 
other  soldierly  qualities  that  gained  him  the  com- 
mendation of  his  superiors,  and  reflected  credit 
on  his  regiment,  although  when  he  enlisted  he  was 
but  eighteen  years  old.  He  has  since  proved  him- 
self equally  as  valuable  in  the  part  that  he  has 
played  in  developing  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Wakeshma  Township,  as  one  of  its  most  progress- 
ive and  sensible  farmers,  his  farm,  lying  on  section 
21,  comparing  favorably  in  point  of  cultivation 
and  improvement  with  the  other  fine  farms  for 
which  Kalamazoo  County  is  particularly  noted. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
October  6,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Long- 
man, who  is  a  well-known,  prosperous  farmer  of 
this  part  of  Michigan.  The  latter  is  also  a  native 
of  Yorkshire,  born  December  25,  1818,  and  he  in 
turn  is  a  son  of  Joseph  Longman,  who  was  also 
born  in  Yorkshire,  and  was  there  engaged  as  a  far- 
mer until  his  death  in  middle  life.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  his  native  country,  and  came  from  thence 
with  his  family  in  1853.  The  tedium  of  the  long 
ocean  voyage,  which  occupied  seven  weeks  and 
two  days,  was  somewhat  interrupted  by  a  collision 
m  mid-sea  with  another  boat,  he  and  the  captain 
being  the  only  ones  on  deck  at  the  time.  After 
landing  he  located  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  lie 
was  employed  in  a  linseed  mill   two   years.      In 


1855,  he  determined  to  try  life  in  Michigan,  and 
located  at  Climax.  He  had  nothing  to  start  with, 
as  he  had  no  means  and  was  ten  dollars  in  debt 
when  he  arrived  there,  but  he  foimd  employment 
by  the  day  or  month,  and  his  unremitting  labors, 
frugality  and  close  calculation  bore  good  fruit,  so 
that  in  1857  he  was  enabled  to  buy  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  the  woods.  He  built  a  log  house  thereon, 
developed  that  farm,  bought  additional  land,  and 
now  has  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  choice 
farming  land.  He  has  erected  a  large-  frame  house, 
of  a  good  style  of  architecture,  and  large  frame 
barns,  and  is  not  only  out  of  debt,  but  loans  some 
money.  He  has  been  a  hard-working  man  in  his 
time,  and  is  still  so,  his  labors  entitling  him  to  a 
high  place  among  the  pioneers  of  this  section.  He 
has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  politics  of 
this  country  since  he  became  one  of  its  citizens, 
and  is  quite  an  active  Republican.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Jane  Fen  wick  in  Yorkshire,  of  which  she 
is  also  a  native.  She  was  born  in  that  part  of 
England  in  November,  1818.  They  reared  seven 
of  their  eight  children,  as  follows:  Rebecca  F., 
Arthur,  William,  John  (deceased),  Jennie,  Mary, 
John  and  Sarah  E.  The  mother  is  an  earnest 
Christian.  She  comes  of  a  sea-faring  family,  both 
her  father,  Thomas  Fen  wick,  and  her  grandfather 
having  been  captains  of  vessels. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  England  one 
year,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  accompanied  his 
parents  to  this  country,  remembering  well  the  in- 
cidents of  the  voyage,  and  of  the  pioneer  life  that 
the  family  led  after  coming  to  Kalamazoo  Countj^ 
He  can  recollect  the  wild  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try, when  they  first  set  their  feet  here,  when  the 
deer,  wolves,  and  even  some  bears,  still  lingered 
here.  He  spent  two  years  in  the  city  schools  of 
Brooklyn,  and  after  coming  here  attended  school 
in  a  primitive  log  house,  with  rude  home-made 
furnishings,  the  school  conducted  on  the  rate-bill 
system,  the  teacher  boarding  around,  and  each 
scholar  had  to  furnish  a  certain  share  of  wood  to 
heat  the  building.  Our  subject  was  early  set  to 
work  on  the  home  farm  and  in  clearings,  and 
from  the  time  he  was  twelve  years  old,  he  worked 
out  summers  by  the  month,  his  wages  at  first  being 
only  four  dollars  a  month,  and  he  was  soemploj^ed 
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until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old.  He  worked 
several  summers  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  He 
bought  eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  November 
8,  1866.  It  was  a  mere  tract  of  timber,  surrounded 
by  woods,  and  the  nearest  road  was  half  a  mile 
from  it.  He  made  some  clearing,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage, in  1869,  settled  upon  it,  building  a  plank 
house  for  a  residence  in  1870.  He  has  since  con- 
verted it  into  a  finely  improved  farm,  and  now 
has  a  quarter-section  of  land,  of  which  one  hun- 
dred acres  are  cleared,  and  he  is  profitably  en- 
gaged in  mixed  farming,  having  his  farm  com- 
pletely stocked  with  Durham  cattle,  and  some  fine 
Cleveland  Bay,  and  Norman  and  Percheron  horses. 

August  19,  1864,  our  subject,  with  all  the  patri- 
otic ardor  of  a  native-born  citizen  of  this  Repub- 
lic, enlisted  to  serve  under  its  banners,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  H,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry. 
He  was  mustered  in  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  joined 
his  regiment  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  in 
Virginia.  One  month  from  the  time  he  left  home, 
he  had  his  first  experience  of  a  battle,  and  he  was 
present  at  all  the  engagements  in  which  his  reg- 
iment bore  a  conspicuous  part,  except  Cedar  Creek. 
The  principal  battles  in  which  he  fought  were  those 
at  Winchester,  Bucktow^n  Ford,  Front  Royal,  and 
Waynesboro,  where  Gen.  EarFs  forces  were 
captured.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  all 
tlie  battles  from  Petersburg  to  Appomattox.  He 
witnessed  the  heaviest  fighting  at  Saler's  Creek, 
and  on  the  South  Side  Railway,  and  he  and  his 
comrades  never  unsaddled  their  horses  until 
Lee's  surrender.  He  was  kicked  badly  by  a  horse, 
but  such  was  his  fortitude  that  he  never  left  his 
post,  although  suffering  greatly.  At  the  charge 
at  Saler's  Creek,  he  won  distinction  by  capturing 
two  prisoners  single-handed,  one  of  the  prisoners 
liaving  a  loaded  gun.  He  was  in  sight  of  Appo- 
mattox when  General  Lee  surrendered.  He  was 
mustered  out  July  18,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
old  home  well  worn  with  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships he  had  experienced.  He  now  has  a  pension 
of  twelve  dollars  a  month  in  consideration  of  the 
sufferings  that  he  underwent  as  a  soldier. 

Mr.  Longman  was  married,  December  25,  1869, 
to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Wisner,  whose  intelligent  and 
cheerful   co-operation  has  greatly    aided  him  in 


making  life  a  success.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  born  in  Athens,  Calhoun  County,  Februar}^ 
26,  1852,  and  a  descendant  of  its  pioneer  stock. 
Her  parents,  Alpheus  and  Julia  (Morrow)  Wisner, 
are  natives  of  New  York,  the  father  being  born  m 
1825,  and  the  mother  in  1828.  His  parents  came  to 
this  State  in  1840,  and  settled  in  Lenawee  County, 
while  her's  came  in  the  early  thirties  and  located 
in  Washtenaw  County.  They  are  now  living  on 
a  farm  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry  during  the  war. 
He  and  his  wife  have  reared  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living.  Her  father  has 
been  a  Baptist  minister  for  thirty-seven  years. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long- 
man, five  are  living.  George  A.  is  the  one  that 
died.  The  others  are  Minnie  S.,  Gratia  A.,  Robert 
E.,  Frank  C,  and  Arthur  R.  The  oldest  daughter, 
who  completed  her  education  at  the  Baptist  Col- 
lege at  Kalamazoo,  which  she  attended  four  terms, 
is  a  very  briglit  and  successful  teacher,  entering 
that  profession  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  is 
now  teaching  her  third  term  in  Brady  Township. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  very  highly  thought 
of  b}^  the  entire  community,  who  appreciate  them 
for  their  pleasant  social  qualities  and  rare  worth 
of  character.  Both  are  active  church  members,  he 
of  the  Methodist  and  she  of  the  Baptist  Church 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  with  strong  Prohi- 
bition proclivities.  His  war  record  is  commem- 
orated by  his  membership  in  Post  Joseph  Smith, 
No.  215,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Fulton. 


♦^•5*= 
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ENRY  W.  BUSH,  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor  for  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  has 
^  resided  in  this  State  fifty-six  years,  whither 
^  he  came  from  New  York,  the  State  of  his 
nativity.  He  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  Orra  Bush,  who  was 
born  in  the  Bay  State,  and  was  of  English  descent. 
The  grandfather,  Benjamin  Bush,  was  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  and  removed  from  Massachusetts 
to  Onondaga  County  in  1800.  The  mother  of  our 
subject,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sophia  Mudge, 
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was  born  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  in  1793,  her 
parents  being  Stephen  A.  and  Nancy  Mudge.  Her 
people  were  mostly  millwrights  by  trade.  She  re- 
moved with  the  family  to  Onondaga  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  in  the  Empire  State  became  the  wife  of 
Orra  Bush,  who,  with  his  family,  emigrated  West- 
ward to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  in  1836,  locating 
about  seven  miles  from  Marshall.  Five  years  later, 
we  find  them  residents  of  Kalamazoo  County,  re- 
siding upon  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Charleston, 
where  Mr.  Bush  made  his  home  for  twenty-five 
years  and  then  sold,  removing  to  the  village  of 
Kalamazoo,  where  he  died  in  March,  1887,  in  his 
ninety-third  year.  His  wife  died  while  they  were 
living  on  a  farm,  at  the  age  of  seventy- two  years. 
In  the  family  were  three  children, but  Henry  is  the 
only  survivor.  Harry  died  in  Chicago  in  1883, 
leaving  a  wife  and  five  children;  Nancy  died  in 
1849,  and  left  one  daughter,  Sarah  S.,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Imus,  of  Pentwater,  Mich. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  spent  the  first  nineteen  years  of  his  life 
in  Oswego  Countj^,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended  the 
common  schools  and  the  Oswego  Academy.  Ac- 
companying the  family  to  Michigan,  he  engaged  in 
farming  in  Calhoun  and  Kalamazoo  Counties,  in 
company  witli  his  father,  until  thirty  years  of  age. 
In  1866,  he  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  for  a 
term  of  two  years,  and  removed  to  Kalamazoo. 
On  the  expiration  of  the  first  term,  he  was  again 
elected,  filling  the  position  for  four  years  in  all. 
Again  he  was  called  to  public  oflSce,  serving  for 
five  years  as  Supervisor  of  the  village  and  town- 
ship of  Kalamazoo,  being  re-elected  each  year.  In 
1879,  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor,  which  position  he  has  held  continuously 
since,  or  for  thirteen  consecutive  years,  a  fact  which 
well  indicates  his  efficiency  and  faithful  service. 

Mr.  Bush  has  been  twice  married.  In  January, 
1849,  he  wedded  Miss  Sabra  A.  Imus,  of  Kent 
County,  Mich.,  but  after  a  short  wedded  life  of 
two  years  she  died,  leaving  a  son,  Harvey  M.,  of 
Kansas  City.  At  his  second  union,  Mr.  Bush  wed- 
ded Mrs.  Harriet  S.  Parker,  nee  Powers,  a  native  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  four  children :  Harvey  W.,  Benjamin  0., 
Frank  (deceased),  and  Fred  J.    By  her  former  hus- 


band, Mrs.  Bush  also  had  one  son,  Wilbur  C.  Parker, 
now  a  resident  of  California. 

In  his  political  aflfiliations,  Mr.  Bush  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  takes  a  warm  interest  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  the  party,  and  also  gives 
his  support  and  co-operation  to  every  enterprise 
calculated  to  prove  of  benefit  to  the  community. 
He  has  proved  a  faithful  public  officer,  and  has  won 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community 
by  his  prompt  discharge  of  duty. 


ENRY  C.  AMES.  The  older  residents  of  a 
communit}^  are  doubly  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  their  neighbors  when 
their  long  lives  have  been  replete  with  acts 
of  kindness  and  their  whole  career  marked  by  integ- 
rity and  uprightness.  The  honored  arid  respected 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  makes  his  home  on  section  23,  Portage 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  His  native  home 
was  in  Alexander,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  born  October  10,  1825.  His  father,  Austin 
Ames,  died  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
mother,  Harriet  Houghton,  also  passed  from  this  life 
in  Genesee  County.  They  had  eight  children 
born  to  them,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  a 
farm  and  in  attending  the  common  school  in 
Genesee  County,  and  he  remained  with  his  parents 
until  about  twenty-five  years  old.  When  quite  a 
boy,  he  spent  two  years  with  his  sister  in  Milwau- 
kee, Wis.  In  the  summer  of  1850,  he  crossed  the 
Isthmus  to  California  in  search  of  the  precious 
metal  which  so  many  were  eager  to  find,  and 
was  thus  engaged  four  j^ears.  In  1854,  he  returned 
to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  one  summer, 
when  he  moved  to  Wisconsin  and  remained  in 
Milwaukee  and  Walworth  County  three  years. 
After  this  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Troy,  Wis.,  for  something  over  one  year.  It  was  in 
1858  that  Mr.  Ames  concluded  to  come  toKalama-* 
zoo  with  his  wife  and  settled  in  Portage  Township 
for  about  two  years  when  he  removed  to  Pavilion 
Township,   and,   engaging  in    farming,   remained 
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there  five  years.  While  in  the  latter-named  place, 
Mr.  Ames  purchased  a  farm  in  Portage  Township, 
wliere  he  now  lives  and  w^here  he  settled  in  the 
spring  of  1865.  He  has  made  splendid  improve- 
ments on  this  place  which  is  composed  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  finely-cultivated  acres. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Gene- 
see County,  N.  Y.,  July  1,  1857,  to  Miss  Ellen 
Squiers,  who  was  born  in  Alexander,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  2,  1834.  Her  father  was 
Edward  T.  Squiers,  who  died  in  New  York,  and 
her  mother  Eliza  Hawkins,  who  also  died  in  New 
York.  These  parents  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Ames  is  the  fourtli-born.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  two  children  born  to  them:  Carrie 
L.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Campbell,  of  Por- 
tage Township,  and  Charles  G.  Mr.  Ames  held  the 
office  of  Township  Clerk  in  Pavilion  Township 
and  in  tiiis  township  has  held  the  offices  of 
Township  Treasurer  for  two  years.  Highway 
Commissioner  three  years  and  all  the  school 
offices.  He  is  at  the  present  time  serving  as  Sup- 
ervisor of  his  township,  which  office  he  has  held 
for  four  years  and,  in  fact,  has  beeil  elected  to  all 
the  offices  of  the  township,  with  the  exception  of 
Constable.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  Re- 
publican and  Greenback  parties,  but  at  the  pre- 
sent time  acts  with  the  Democracy.  This  couple 
are  intelligent  people  and  command  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  in  which  they 
reside. 


^>-^^<S 


f^^HOMAS  P.  GLEASON.  Much  of  the  suc- 
((((^^  cess  of  the  Kalamazoo  Publishing  Compan}^ 
^^^^  has  resulted  from  its  careful  and  efficient 
business  management.  It  prides  itself  upon  the 
high  standard  of  its  work,  which  cannot  be  excelled 
for  aesthetic  taste  and  artistic  effect  by  an}^  estab- 
lishment in  the  State.  Its  facilities  for  turning 
out  large  jobs  are  unexcelled,  and  it  has  taken  a 
front  rank  among  the  many  successful  institutions 
of  this  beautiful  city  of  Kalamazoo. 

For  four  years  tlje  position  of  Secretary  and 
Business  Manager  of  this  company  has  been  held 
by  Mr.  Gleason.     A  native  of  Ireland,  he  was  born 


in  County  Limerick,  December  23,  1851,  and  is  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Alice  (Finn)  Gleason,  natives 
of  the  Counties  of  Tipperary  and  Limerick,  re- 
spectively. They  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  the  year  1852,  settling  in  New  York  State 
and  afterward  going  to  Canada,  where  they  lo- 
cated in  Montreal.  The  mother  died  in  January, 
1857,  in  that  city,  which  is  still  the  home  of  the 
father. 

In  company  with  his  sister  Ellen, our  subject  came 
to  London,  Ontario,  in  1859,where  he  remained  until 
early  in  the  '60s,  when  he  removed  to  Detroit,  and 
learned  type-setting  on  the  Detroit  Pos if,  afterward 
working  as  a  journej^man  printer.  Prior  to  com- 
ing to  Kalamazoo,  he  was  employed  on  the  Times, 
Eagle  and  Democrat^  of  Grand  Rapids,  and,  after 
locating  here  in  1873,  he  was  connected  with  the 
Kalamazoo  Publishing  Company,  then  just  organ- 
ized. With  the  exception  of  eight  years  with  Ihling 
Bros.,  he  has  been  with  this  company  ever  since, 
and  has  been  successively  promoted  until  he  is  now 
manager. 

Since  September,  1888,  when  the  Telegraph  was 
sold,  the  business  of  the  company  has  been  blank- 
book  and  general  stationery  work.  They  have  a 
capital  stock  of  $25,000,  and  give  employment  to 
thirty  hands,  the  annual  output  being  $50,000. 
They  make  a  specialty  of  a  small  Acme  ledger  that 
is  sold  all  over  the  United  States,  and  they  con tol 
the  entire  patent. 

In  the  sprirfg  of  1890,  Mr.  Gleason  was  elected 
Alderman  and  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Electric 
Lighting  Committee.  He  is  now  President  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Building  and  Loan  Association,  which 
position  he  is  now  filling  for  the  third  successive 
term.  It  has  existed  five  years  and  is  now  issuing 
the  third  series  of  stock,with  about  $175,000  loaned. 
This  pioneer  organization  of  the  kind  is  the  only 
local  association  m  Kalamazoo  and  the  first  series 
will  mature  in  1893. 

Mr.  Gleason  was  married,  May  10,  1876,  in  Kal- 
amazoo, to  Miss  Agnes  E.  Mallon,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  established  a  qozj 
home  at  No.  606  Woodward  Avenue.  Their  fam- 
ily comprises  three  children:  Nellie,  Thomas  and 
Neil.  Religiously,  they  hold  membership  in  the 
St.  Augustine  Catholic  Church. 
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The  business  of  the  publishing  company  is  in 
suitable  hands  as  long  as  Mr.  Gleason  remains  its 
business  manager.  A  thorough  mechanic,  he  is 
familiar  with  everj^  detail  of  the  establishment, 
and  his  long  experience,  coupled  with  the  neces- 
sary special  training,  eminently  fits  him  to  discharge 
his  duties  systematically  and  thoroughly. 


ENRY  E.  HOYT  is  numbered  among  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Kalamazoo,  and  is 
particularly  well  known  in  connection  with 

^  the  educational  interests  of  the  city.  His 
connection  with  the. Board  of  Education  extends 
over  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  during  the  last  six 
of  which  he  has  served  as  Secretary. 

Born  in  St.  Lawrence  Count}^,  N.  Y.,  February 
26,  1828,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Ova  and 
Mary  (Clark)  Hoyt.  His  father  was  the  son  of 
Judge  Ezra  Hoyt,  of  New  Haven,  Yt.,  and  was  de- 
scended from  a  sturdy  line  of  English  ancestors. 
After  graduating  from  Middlebury  College,  Ova 
Hoyt  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  for  many  years  was  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he  died  in  1866. 

When  a  lad  of  about  twelve  years,  in  the  spring 
of  1840,  Henry  PI  Hoyt  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Kalamazoo,whither  his  father  had  come  the  previous 
fall  to  select  a  location  for  the  family.  He  is  the  sec- 
ond son  among  five  children,  three'of  whom — two 
daughters  and  our  subject — still  survive.  Prior 
to  removing  to  this  State,  he  had  studied  in  the 
schools  at  Utica,  N.  Y'.,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
after  coming  to  Kalamazoo  he  was  a  student  in  the 
branch  school  of  the  Michigan  Universit3^ 

Upon  leaving  school,  Mr.  Hoyt  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business  with  his  brother,  William  C, 
at  Hastings,  this  State,  where  he  conducted  a  gen- 
eral store  about  five  years.  While  residing  in 
Hastings,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Barry  County, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  was  re- 
elected, serving  altogether  six  years.  Returning 
to  Kalamazoo,  he  entered  into  the  clothing  business 
and  later  engaged  in  manufacturing  staves,  head- 
ings and  lumber  at  Kendall,  continuing  in  this  about 
six  years.   Soon  afterward  he  was  elected  Supervisor 


of  Kalamazoo  Township  and  village,  serving  in 
that  capacity  until  the  adoption  of  the  city  charter 
in  1881.  For  three  years  he  was  loan  agent  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
for  the  State  of  Michigan. 

In  January,  1851,  Mr.  Hoyt  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  M.,  daughter  of  Hon.  William  Lewis,  of  Yan- 
kee Springs,  Barry  County,  this  State,  and  a  native 
of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyt  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  namely:  William  C,  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Bragg  &  Co.,  nuserymen  of  Kalama- 
zoo; Henry  B.,  who  is  engaged  as  a  dealer  in 
gents'  furnishing  goods  at  Kalamazoo;  and  Louis 
P.,  a  music  teacher  of  Chicago  and  organist 
in  St.  Mark's  Church.  The  pleasant  home  of  Mr. 
Hoyt  and  his  wife  at  No.  530  S.  Rose  Street 
is  the  center  of  a  gracious  hospitality  extended  to 
their  hosts  of  friends.  They  are  generous  con- 
tributors to  all  benevolent  measures.  Politically, 
Mr.  Hoyt  is  in  active  sympathy  with  the  doctrines 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Mrs.  Hoyt  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


OBERT  BENNETT  is  a  prominent  farmer 
ff  and  stock-raiser  on  section  15,  Richland 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  He  was 
^iborn  in  Ontario,  Canada,  November  22, 
1823,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Helena  (Read) 
Bennett,  natives  of  Ireland.  Our  subject  was 
reared  to  man 's  estate  in  his  native  county,  and 
from  his  youth  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  given  a  common-school  education  and  made 
the  best  of  his  opportunities. 

Robert  Bennett  was  married,  April  lO,  1855,  in 
Canada,  to  Miss  Ann  J.  Newell,  also  a  native  of 
the  Dominion  where  her  birth  occurred  August  11, 
1837.  Mrs.  Bennett  was  the  daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Harriet  (Ryan)  Newell,  her  father  being  a  na- 
tive of  England  and  her  mother  of  Ireland.  In 
1857,  her  parents  left  Canada  and  came  to  Kala- 
mazoo County,  this  State,  and  in  1880,  moved  to 
Christian  County,  111.,  where  Mr.  Newell  died  Jan- 
uary 4,  1887.  The  mother  followed  him  to  the 
better  land,  December  25,  1891. 


f  ; 


cA^u^  M 


>9-e-e^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


509 


The  parental  family  of  Mrs.  Bennett  included 
twelve  children, eight  of  whom  are  living:  Rob- 
ert, William  A.,  Thomas;  Maggie,  the  wife  of 
James  Essick;  Bessie,  the  wife  of  James  Limer; 
Julia, Mrs.  J.  G.  Murdock;  Eva,  now  the  widow  of 
Preston  W.  Smith;  and  four  dead.  Of  the  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  our  subject  and  his  good  wife,  the 
six  living  bear  the  respective  names  of  William  H.; 
Harriet  E.,  the  wife  of  C.  F.  Brown ;  Martha  M., 
Albert;  Grace,  Mrs.  Harry  Hulett,  and  Olive. 

In  the  fall  of  1857,  Mr.  Bennett  with  his  family 
came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  located  in  Rich- 
land Township.  He  located  on  his  present  farm  in 
1879,  where  he  has  since  been  a  continuous  resi- 
dent. His  estate  includes  eighty  acres,  all  of 
which  is  under  the  best  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Ben- 
nett is  a  purely  self-made  man,  as  he  commenced  at 
the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and  now  occupies  a  good 
position  in  the  agricultural  community.  With  his 
wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  body  he  occupies  the  position  of  Deacon. 
Mrs.  Bennett  is  a  member  of  the  Foreign  Mission- 
ary and  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  They  are  both 
highl}^  esteemed  in  their  community  and  we  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  here  present  their  sketch. 


-^^h!h^P-= 


TL^  ENRY  BREES,  Vice-President  of  the  Kala- 
^-  mazoo  Savings  Bank,  is  now  living  retired 
at  No.  112  E.  South  Street.  His  beautiful 
residence,  in  which  his  declining  years  are 
quietly  passed,  is  a  brick  structure,  three  stories  in 
height,  and  reflecting  in  its  interior  furnishings 
the  refined  tastes  of  its  inmates.  This  home  and 
the  other  property  owned  by  Mr.  Brees  have  not 
come  to  him  through  fortuitous  circumstances,  but 
are  the  result  of  unceasing  toil  in  a  frontier  country 
and  amid  discouraging  surroundings.  His  life, 
therefore,  is  well  worthy  the  emulation  of  the 
young,  and  as  a  representative  citizen  his  portrait 
is  a  valued  addition  to  this  volume. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Judith 
(Hopkins)  Brees,  were  natives,  respectively,  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island  and  were  of  Eng- 
lish and  Welsh  extraction.  After  their  marriage, 
they  settled  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  were 
23  K 


born  unto  them  seven  children.  The  father  died 
in  the  home  there  established  but  the  mother  passed 
her  last  years  in  Michigan.  *  Two  children  survive: 
our  subject  and  his  brother,  Richard  F.,  who  was 
born  in  Otsego  County,  in  1813,  and  resides  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  this  State.  Henry  was  born  in 
Otsego  County.  February  1,  1808,  and  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

Upon  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  Mr.  Brees 
went  to  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a  tanner  for  three  3^ears.  Afterward, 
under  contract  with  some  New  York  pai  ties,  he 
agreed  to  carry  on  a  tannery  in  Mexico.  Taking 
passage  on  a  steamer  at  New  York,  he  proceeded 
to  Matamoras,  but  upon  carefully  looking  over  the 
ground,  he  decided  that  the  scheme  was  not  feasi- 
ble, so  it  was  concluded  to  embark  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  Under  the  firm  name  of  Bange  & 
Co.  and  with  our  subject  as  a  partner  in  the  enter- 
prise, a  store  was  conducted  at  Matamoras,  in  the 
State  of  New  Leon,  for  seventeen  years,  when  it 
was  sold  out  and  Mr.  Brees  returned  to  the  United 
States.  The  enterprise  was  profitable  and  proved 
the  business  ability  of  the  firm. 

While  en  route  to  his  former  home,  Mr.  Brees 
stopped  at  New  Orleans  and  also  visited  one 
month  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1847, 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo,  spending  the  following 
winter  with  his  brother  Richard  and  going  in  the 
spring  to  Schoolcraft,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  also  operating  as  a  merchant  and  distiller. 
Finally  selling  out,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1862 
and  opened  a* private  bank  with  Theo.  P.  Sheldon, 
the  firm  name  being  T.  P.  Sheldon  &  Co.  When 
the  private  bank  was  merged  into  the  Kalamazoo 
Savings  Bank,  the  senior  member  of  the  old  firm 
sold  his  interest  and  Mr.  Brees  was  offered  the 
position  of  Vice-President,  which  he  still  holds. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Brees  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
Bangs,  who  was  a  native  of  Fredericksburg,  Ya., 
but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  resided  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  Of  their  family  of  five  children,  four 
are  now  living,  and  they  are  occupying  worthy 
and  honorable  places  in  the  business  and  social 
world.     The  devoted  wife  and  mother  passed  away 
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in  Kalamazoo  in  1884  and  lier  death  was  mourned 
in  her  home,  by  her  friends  and  in  the  church  of 
which  she  had  for  rrfany  years  been  a  faithful 
member.  Mr.  Brees  is  identified  with  St.  Luke's 
Episcopal  Church,  having  for  a  long  time  served 
as  its  Warden,  and  aiding  in  all  its  good  works. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


m^mi 


l)OBERT  E.  MILHAM.  This  prosperous  and  in- 
telligent farmer  of  section  35,  Kalamazoo 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  had  his  birth 
September  19,1854.  His  father  was  John  Mil- 
ham,  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  born  May  24, 1805,  and  there  grew  to  manhood 
and  married.  His  first  wife  died  and  he  was  a 
second  time  married  and  became  the  father  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  was  always  a 
farmer  and  in  the  year  1845  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  on  the  farm  his  son,  our  subject,  now 
owns,  which  then  comprised  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  also  owned  land  in  other  parts  of 
this  State,  his  possessions  in  all  being  fifteen  hun- 
dred acres.  The  second  wife  died  soon  after  com- 
ing to  Michigan  and  Mr.  Milham  was  then  married 
to  Louisa  Anderson,  a  native  of  Michigan  and  a 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Abigail  Anderson,  early 
settlers  of  Kalamazoo  County.  This  third  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, and  the  mother  died  in  1866.  Samantha  An- 
derson then  became  his  wife  and  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1885,  he  was  called  from  this  earth. 
The  widow  is  now  living  in  Otsego,  Mich.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Milham  owned  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  acres  in  this  township  and  also 
had  some  stock  in  a  paper-mill  in  Kalamazoo. 
He  held  a  number  of  very  prominent  ofl3ces  and 
was  a  Democrat,  and  after  coming  to  this  State, 
held  most  of  the  township  offices  here.  In  reli- 
gion he  belonged  to  the  Reformed  Episcopal 
Church.  Socially,  he  was  President  of  the  Far- 
mers' Mutual  Insurance  Company  for  about  fifteen 
years  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  County 
Insurance  Association  and  served  as  its  first  Pres- 
ident, and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Grange. 
Our    subject   assisted  his  father   on  the  home 


farm  until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  took 
charge  of  it  for  himself.  He  was  married,  October 
4,  1888,  to  C.  Clemana  Pomeroy,  a  native  of  Pa- 
vilion Township,  this  county,  having  been  born 
October  15,  1862.  Mrs.  Milham  is  a  daughter  of 
Norton  Pomeroy,  of  New  York,  who  in  turn  is  a 
son  of  Jabez  Pomeroy,  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  reared  in  New  l^ork  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents, 
settling  in  Pavilion  Township  on  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  where  he  continued  to  reside 
for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  which  is  a  part 
of  his  present  estate.  To  this  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  fortunate  posses- 
sor of  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres  of  finely 
cultivated  land,  all  in  a  body.  In  1889,  he  erected 
his  present  handsome  residence,  has  all  the  modern 
improvements  on  his  place  and  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  His  son,  Willis  N.,  is  a  manu- 
facturer of  windmills,  in  partnership  with  Kirk  A. 
Smith,  of  Kalamazoo  City.  In  politics,  Mr.  Pome- 
roy is  a  stanch  Republican  and  was  Township 
Clerk  of  Pavilion  Township  for  twelve  consecu- 
tive 3^ears.  Mrs.  Pomeroy  is  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  while  her  children  be- 
long to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


^  MLLIAM  BAKER.  Biographies  of  success- 
\rJ//  ful  men  furnish  interesting  and  instruct- 
^^^  ive  reading  for  the  young,  and  especially 
so,  when,  as  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Baker,  one  has 
been  compelled  to  battle  with  adverse  circumstances. 
It  was  through  severe  training  in  the  school  of 
poverty  that  Mr.  Baker  in  his  youth  learned  the 
useful  lessons  which  were  of  incalculable  benefit 
to  him  in  after  life. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Baker  has  resided  in  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  he  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Ross  Township,  and  operates  a 
good  farm  in  section  14.  He  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, December  10,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of 
Michael   and    Penelope   (Taft)  Baker,  natives    re- 
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spectively  of  Vermont  and  Rhode  Island.  When 
one  year  old,  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  for  eight 
years,  when  they  went  to  Warren  County,  N.  Y.; 
they  there  remained  seven  years,  when  they  re- 
turned to  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  living  there 
until  1847. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Baker  assisted  his  father  who 
was  a  sawmill  owner  and  lumberman,  meanwhile 
receiving  such  advantages  as  the  schools  of  the 
district  afforded.  February  27,  1842,  he  was 
married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Anna  Griggs,  who 
was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  September  5,  1823. 
Her  parents,  Nathaniel  and  Sallie  (Kennicutt) 
Griggs,  were  natives  of  Schoharie  and  Saratoga 
Counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  two  of  whom  survive:  Mrs.  Baker,  and 
Sarah,  wife  of  Lyle  T.  Terwillegar. 

Mr.  Baker  and  his  estimable  wife  became  the  pa- 
rents of  tliree  children,  one  now  living,  Fayette  L., 
who  married  Adeline  Towner,  and  became  the  fa- 
ther of  five  children:  George  L.,  Fred  E.,  F.  Clyde, 
William  C,  and  Edith  P.  A  daughter  of  our  sub- 
ject, Francelia,  married  Charles  Palmiter  and  died, 
leaving  one  child,  Carrie  E. 

In  the  spring  of  1847,  Mr.  Baker,  accompanied 
by  his  family,  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County  and 
settled  upon  his  present  farm,  his  home  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  being  in  a  log  cabin  with  frontier 
surroundings.  Afterward,  he  built  the  residence 
where  he  and  his  wife  are  passing  their  declining 
years  in  comfort.  They  have  seen  much  of  pio- 
neer life,  having  endured  numberless  hardships, 
but  having  their  reward  in  the  ownership  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty -seven  and  one-half  acres  of 
land,  and,  what  is  even  better,  the  esteem  of  their 
neighbors.  He  keeps  on  an  average  sixty  hives 
of  bees,  in  the  care  of  which  he  finds  emplo3^ment 
which  is  pleasant  and  profitable. 

Politically,  Mr.  Baker  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Highway  Commis- 
sioner and  other  positions  of  trust,  to  which  he  has 
been  called  by  his  fellow-citizens.  His  interest  in 
public  measures  is  active  and  warm,  while  the 
projects  which  tend  to  the  advancement  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  community  are  sure 
of  his  hearty  co-operation.     At    the    wedding   of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  thirty  invited  guests  partici- 
pated in  the  merriments  of  the  occasion,  of  whom 
four  alone  survive.  The  golden  wedding  of  this 
happy  couple  was  passed  in  an  appropriate  man- 
ner, February  27,  1892,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  their 
many  friends  that  they  may  be  spared  in  health 
and  strength  for  years  to  come.  Their  granddaugh- 
ter, Carrie  E.,  has  made  her  home  with  her  grand- 
parents since  childhood. 


^ijr^NOCH  HOPKINS,  a  successful  farmer  in 
iW)  Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  was 
/■' — ^!  born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1829.  He  was  the  son  of  Martin  Hopkins, 
also  a  native  of  New  York  where  he  carried  on 
farming.  The  elder  Mr.  Hopkins  came  to  Michigan 
in  1854  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Kalamazoo  County 
where  he  was  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  until 
his  death,  in  1866.  The  Hopkins  family  trace  their 
ancestry  back  to  Wales.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island.  When 
establishing  in  life  for  himself  he  went  to  New 
York  and  cleared  and  improved  a  tract  of  land. 

Sabrina  Green,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont  and  died  in  1873,  when  seventy- 
nine  years  of  age.  Enoch  Hopkins  was  one  of  four 
children  born  to  his  parents,  all  of  whom  arc  living, 
with  one  exception.  His  father  had  been  married 
previous  to  his  union  with  Miss  Green  and  five 
children  were  born  to  him,  only  one  of  whom  is 
living.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  given  a  district- 
school  education  and  began  in  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  nineteen,  learning  the  carpenter's  trade. 

Enoch  Hopkins  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  this 
State,  in  1841,  and  after  working  at  his  trade  a 
short  time,  did  contract  work  on  his  own  account. 
He  later  entered  into  partnership  with  a  half- 
brother  and  they  continued  together  for  a  number 
of  years.  When  they  came  to  Kalamazoo  it  con- 
tained only  a  few  houses  and  Mr.  Hopkins  was  en- 
gaged for  a  number  of  years  in  erecting  some  of 
the  substantial  storehouses  and  dwellings  in  that 
now  flourishing  city. 

In  1858  our  subject  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Alamo  Township,  whither  he  removed  and  began 
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the  work  of  improving  his  wild  land,  together  with 
carrying  on  his  trade.  He  was  married  in  1852  to 
Miss  Sarah  Dickerson,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Susan  Dickerson 
who  were  born  in  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Dickerson  was 
a  farmer  and  came  to  Michigan  while  it  was  yet  a 
Territory,  in  1836,  and  made  hisjiome  in  Living- 
ston County  for  five  years.  He  later  removed  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  died  in  1868;  his 
good  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years  and 
passed  away  in  1882.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Hattie  and  Alice,  both  of  whom 
have  been  given  excellent  educations.  Miss  Hattie 
having  taught  several  terms  of  school.  Our  sub- 
ject owns  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
located  on  sections  32  and  29.  His  estate  is  under 
the  most  thorough  cultivation,  Mr.  Hopkins  be- 
lieving that  the  best  methods  and  improvements 
bring  him  in  the  largest  returns.  He  has  erected 
thereon  all  the  buildings  which  best  subserve  the 
interests  of  the  first-class  agriculturist  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  raising  the  cereals,  gives  a  great  deal  of  at- 
tention to  the  breeding  of  good  stock.  He  is  a 
purely  self-made  man  and  is  justly  proud  of  his 
beautiful  estate,  which  has  been  the  work  of  his 
own  hands. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Hopkins  is  a  Republican  and  his 
wife  in  religious  matters  is  a  Congregation  alls  t. 
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This    venerable 


J   gentleman  is  the  oldest  citizen  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  and    one  of  its   earliest  pioneers, 


JONATHAN  BABCOCK 
who  settled  on  section  4,  Comstock  Town- 
ship, more  than  fifty-seven  years  ago,  and  is  now 
passing  the  sunset  of  life  in  the  comfortable  home 
that  he  built  up  here  by  his  energetic  and  pei'se- 
vering  labors  when  in  manhood's  prime.  Here  he 
enjoys  the  high  respect  and  esteem  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  has  lived  so  many  years,  due  to 
his  age  and  worth. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  born  in  the  town  of  Peters- 
burg, Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  August  1,  1802. 
His  father,  who  bore  the  same  name  as  himself,  is 


supposed  to  have  been  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  his  people  going  there  to  settle  from  Rhode 
Island.  He  married  Nancy  Sweet,  wlio  is  thought 
to  have  been  a  native  of  New  York.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  one  son  and  three 
daughters,  our  subject  being  the  oldest  and  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  family.  His  paternal 
grandmother  lived  to  be  ninety-six  years  old,  and 
was  one  of  a  long-lived  race. 

Our  subject  lived  in  his  native  place  until  he 
was  ten  years  old,  and  then  went  to  Massachusetts 
to  live  with  his  maternal  grandparents.  He  was  a 
resident  of  the  old  Bay  State  from  that  time  until 
1834.  In  that  year,  in  the  full  flush  of  a  vigorous, 
self-reliant  manhood,  he  came  to  Michigan,  coming 
directly  to  Kalamazoo  County,  bringing  with  him 
the  young  wife  whom  he  had  previously  married 
in  New  York  in  1831.  Her  maiden  name  was  Al- 
mira  Prindle,  and  she  was  a  native  of  the  western 
part  of  New  York,  born  in  Genesee  County,  in 
1807.  They  began  their  new  life  here  on  his  pres- 
ent homestead  on  section  4,  Comstock  Township, 
in  a  little  log  shanty,  that  was  16x20  feet  in  di- 
mensions, and  Mr.  Babcock  constructed  the  furni- 
ture with  his  own  hands,  making  a  bedstead,  table, 
chairs,  stools,  etc.  He  found  the  country  in  all  its 
original  wildness,  with  but  few  evidences  of  civili- 
zation, and  he  and  his  wife  had  to  sacrifice  much, 
to  contend  with  many  hardships  and  to  be  content 
to  dispense  with  many  things  that  they  had  pre- 
viously regarded  as  necessary  to  their  comfort. 
But  they  bore  themselves  cheerfully  under  the 
pioneer  regime,  and  in  due  season  fell  upon  better 
times.  Mr.  Babcock  toiled  hard  to  clear  and  culti- 
vate his  land,  and  finally  brought  it  to  a  fine  state 
of  tillage  and  improvement,  supplj^ng  it  with  all 
needed  buildings  and  good  farming  machinery  for 
carrying  on  agriculture,  and  now  has  as  good  a 
farm  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 

March  25,  1882,  death  took  from  our  subject  his 
beloved  wife,  who  had  encouraged  and  assisted 
him  in  every  way  possible  for  more  than  half  a 
century.  She  was  a  woman  of  most  excellent  dis- 
position, kindly,  pleasant  and  hospitable,  a  good 
wife  and  wise  mother.  On  this  farm,  where  she 
had  come  in  early  womanhood  to  help  her  husband 
found  a  home,  is  her  last   resting    place,  near  the 
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mortMl  remains  of  her  father  and  mother.  Six 
children,  live  daughters  and  one  son,  were  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife.  Two  of  them,  Harriet 
E.  and  Clarissa  J.,  died  in  infancy;  Jane  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five;  Henry  resides  with  his 
father  and  assists  him  in  the  management  of  the 
farm;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  M.  Carrier,  and  lives 
with  her  father;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Oat- 
man,  of  Richland  Township. 

Mr.  Babcock  cast  his  first  ballot  for  Andrew 
Jackson  for  President.  He  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  gave  his  support  to  the  Republican 
party  for  a  while,  but  he  is  now  a  Democrat.  He 
has  held  school  offices,  and  has  always  manifested 
a  deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  his  adopted 
township,  in  both  educational  and  religious  mat- 
ters, contributing  liberally  towards  the  churches. 


^PCKWELL  MAY.  This  venerable  citizen 
^  and  early  pioneer  of  Kalamazoo  County 
was  born  in  Sheffield,  Mass.,  June  20,  1799. 
He  came  from  the  best  New  England  Puri- 
tan stock,  the  book  of  family  genealogy  and  history 
showing  him  to  be  a  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  May,  who  came  from  Sussex, 
England,  and  settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  in    1640. 

At  fourteen  years  of  age,  Mr.  May  removed  to 
Sandisfield,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  where  he 
lived  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1834.  When 
twenty-two,  he  was  married  to  Celestia  Under- 
wood, of  like  Puritan  stock,  a  direct  descendant  of 
John  Rogers,  the  martyr,  and  a  woman  of  great 
energy  and  force  of  character,  who  was  his  faithful 
wife  for  sixty-eight  years,  until  her  death  Decem- 
ber 2,  1889,  in  her  ninetieth  year. 

In  1834,  as  before  stated,  Mr.  May,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  five  children,  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  on  the  east  end  of  Gull  Prairie,  having 
the  year  previous  visited  this  section  and  purchased 
three  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine  prairie  and 
opening  land,  besides  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  pine  land  in  Allegan  and  Kent  Counties. 
The  journey  hither  was  made  in  his  own   convey- 


ance, his  household  goods  being  sent  by  way  of 
the  canal  and  Lake  Erie.  So  long  a  trip  was  a 
great  undertaking  in  those  early  days  before  rail- 
roads and  the  conveniences  of  modern  travel  were 
known. 

For  fifteen  years,  Mr.  May  lived  on  his  farm,  en- 
during the  earl}^  hardships  and  sickness,  building  his 
home, clearing  and  cultivating  his  fields,  interesting 
himself  with  his  pioneer  neighbors  in  the  temporal 
and  religious  welfare  of  the  young  community,  and 
holding  various  offices  of  trust  in  the  church  and 
township.  He  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts militia,  holding  a  commission  from  Gov. 
Levi  Lincoln,  and  from  his  military  habit  and  bear- 
ing was  nearly  always  chosen  to  serve  as  "Marshal 
of  the  day"  in  the  early  4th  of  July  celebrations. 
Meanwhile,  he  was  rearmg  his  family  of  four  sons 
and  one  daughter  in  the  good  old  Puritan  virtues 
of  industry,  sobriety  and  integrity,  sending  them 
to  the  district  schools,  to  the  branch  of  the  Uni- 
versity at  Kalamazoo  and  the  eldest  son  to  the 
State  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1849,  Mr.  May  sold  his  farm  and  stock, 
bought  a  house  and  built  a  store  at  Richland,  a 
mile  distant,  where,  in  company  with  his  son-in- 
law,  Frank  Little,  he  entered  into  a  general  coun- 
try merchandise  trade,  following  the  business  with 
good  success  until  the  summer  of  1855,  when  the 
firm  sold  out  and  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  engaging 
in  the  dry-goods  business  on  Main  Street,  west  of 
the  Burdick House,  under  the. firm  name  of  Rock- 
well May  &  Co.  The  store  building  being  burned 
down,  he  at  once  built  a  substantial  brick  block  on 
the  site,  which  he  liad  previously  purchased. 

In  his  home,  corner  of  AVestand  Walnut  Streets, 
Mr.  May  has  resided  for  nearly  forty  years,  retired 
from  all  active  business,  and  enjoying  a  comfort- 
able competence  as  a  reward  for  good  judgment 
and  honest  industry  in  early  life.  But,  though  re- 
tired, and  never  forward  or  self -asserting,  Mr.  May 
has  taken,  in  his  modest,  quiet  way,  a  deep  inter- 
est during  all  these  years  in  the  affairs  of  church 
and  State,  and  in  all  the  private  duties  of  good 
neighborhood  and  good  citizenship.  From  young 
manhood  up,  a  period  of  more  than  seventy  years, 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Old  New  England 
Orthodox  Church,  and  has  through  all  his  long  life. 
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until  very  recently,  wlien  prevented  by  the  grow- 
ing infirmities  of  old  age,  been  a  regular  and 
constant  attendant,  and  an  active  worker  in 
church  affairs.  In  Kalamazoo,  his  connection 
has  been  ever  with  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  was  for  many  years  an  offi- 
cer, and  where,  in  rain  or  shine,  until  nearly 
ninety  years  of  age,  he  could  always  be  found  at 
his  post.  No  matter  what  the  storm  or  weather 
outside,  the  minister  at  the  Sunday  services,  the 
weeklj^  prayer  meeting,  or  other  meetings  of  the 
church,  could  always  see  Deacon  May  in  his  pew. 
He  was  elected  Deacon  by  the  church  in  1866, 
and  Emeritus  Deacon,  or  for  life,  in  December, 
1880. 

Very  naturally  from  his  Puritan  origin  and  re- 
ligious principles,  Mr.  May  was  one  of  the  earliest 
in  the  temperance  and  anti-slavery  movements. 
At  the  great  Washingtonian  Temperance  Celebra- 
tion, held  in  Kalamazoo  in  May,  1842,  he  came  as 
Marshal  of  the  vast  delegation  from  the  northern 
and  eastern  portions  of  the  county.  He  main- 
tained the  pledge  and  never  failed  to  set  an  exam- 
ple of  the  strictest  sobriety  before  the  family  and 
in  the  community.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was 
for  James  Monroe,  at  his  second  election  in  1820. 
He  voted  with  the  Whig  party  for  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Henry  Clay  and  Gen.  Harrison  in  1840. 

In  the  memorable  Tippecanoe  celebration  at 
Kalamazoo,  July  4,  1840,  Mr.  May  marshalled  a 
great  Wbig  procession  from  his  part  of  the 
county,  which  filled  all  the  Richland  roads, 
and  rode  at  its  head  on  a  powerful  bay  horse 
with  a  broad  axe  on  his  shoulder,  cutting  down 
the  forest  trees  and  hauling  them  with  ox-teams 
to  build  the  famous  log  cabin  where  the  Chase 
Block  now  stands  and  under  whose  founda- 
tion the  excited  Whigs  that  day  buried  thous- 
ands of  "wild  cat"  bills. 

Harrison  was  elected,  inaugurated,  and  died — 
the  Whig  craze  was  over,  and  now  Deacon  May, 
true  to  serious  principle,  and,  as  a  matter  of  con- 
science and  patriotism,  courageously  joined  the 
small  and  despised  political  Abolition,  or  liberty 
party,  and  voted  for  James  G.  Birney,  its  Presiden- 
tial candidate  in  1844,  keeping  pace  with  that 
party  until  1854,  when  it  was  merged  in  the   new 


Republican  party,  he  being  one  of  that  earnest 
and  patriotic  assemblage  under  the  oaks  of  Jack- 
son when  that  great  organization  was  founded. 
He  took  a  quiet  but  deep  interest  in  its  course  dur- 
ing the  anti-slavery  and  war  period,  and  has 
voted  for  all  its  Presidential  candidates  from  Fre- 
mont to  Harrison.  When  the  war  broke  out,  he 
was  in  the  sixties,  and  too  old  to  take  the  field, 
but  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  every  one  of 
his  four  sons  in  the  army,  doing  honorable  service 
for  their  country  in  its  hour  of  peril. 

In  recent  years,  Mr.  May  has  lived  quietly  and 
independently  in  his  own  house,  with  a  very  com- 
petent housekeeper  to  attend  to  all  his  wants,  sur- 
rounded by  every  comfort  which  his  simple  tastes 
have  demanded,  enjoying  the  calls  of  friends  and 
neighbors,  and  having  near  him  constantly  the 
watchful  and  filial  interest  and  society  of  his  chil- 
dren, who  reside  in  Kalamazoo.  He  has  yielded  very 
gradually  to  the  encroachments  of  time  and  only 
recently  has  his  memory  begun  to  show  the  inevit- 
able impairment  of  extreme  old  age.  He  came  of  a 
long-lived  family.  His  father  died  from  accidental 
causes  but  his  mother  reached  a  venerable  age  and 
his  four  l)rothers  lived  to  be  beyond  eighty  years 
of  age.  Still  his  great  age  is  doubtless  due  in  part 
to  his  simple  habits  and  uniform  temperance  in  all 
things. 

Whatever  preservative  properties  whiskey  and 
tobacco  may  be  supposed  by  some  to  have  in  pro- 
longing human  life,  it  is  very  certain  that  they 
can  claim  no  credit  in  his  case.  He  has  never 
touched  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  has  constantly 
abstained,  during  a  long  life,  from  the  use  of  in- 
toxicating drinks.  In  fact,  he  has  always  been 
very  temperate  in  both  eating  and  drinking,  and 
he  has  not  only  been  temperate,  but  frugal  and 
honest  and  just.  It  was  in  his  nature  to  speak 
truly  and  do  right,  and  wish  everybody  well.  He 
was  a  good  neighbor,  and  always  spoke  kindly 
and  charitably  of  his  fellow-men.  He  was  a  sym- 
pathetic and  tender-hearted  man,  and  his  feelings 
were  readily  enlisted  for  all  in  suffering  and  dis- 
tress. 

Among  his  characteristics,  which  all  who  have 
known  him  will  at  once  recognize,  was  a  quick  wit 
and  great  love  of  humor.      With  his  somewhat 
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abrupt  and  impulsive  speecli,  his  friends  will  long 
remember  his  keen  and  witty  sayings  and  repartees 
which  came  spontaneously  from  his  love  of  jokes 
and  banter,  but  never  had  any  sting  of  malice  in 
them. 

In  conclusion,  it  can  be  said  that  there  is  a 
moral  lesson  in  the  life  and  character  of  this  ven- 
erable citizen  and  pioneer.  In  all  his  long  life, 
beginning  half  a  year  before  Washington  died, 
and  spanning  nearly  the  whole  century,  he  has 
illustrated  again  the  value  of  character;  for,  seek- 
ing no  high  place  and  filling  only  a  private  sta- 
tion, he  has  thrown  a  steady  and  constant  influ- 
ence on  the  side  of  right  and  justice  and  temper- 
ance and  good  order,  and  he  will  die  with  good- 
will towards  all  men,  and  without  leaving  an  hon- 
est debt  or  an  enemj^  in  the  world. 

Besides  his  wife,  Mr.  May's  family  consisted 
of  the  following  children,  in  the  order  of  their 
ages:  Gen.  Dwight  May,  Rev.  Frank  W.  May, 
Cornelia  Elizabeth  May  (Mrs.  Frank  Little),  Hon. 
Charles  S.  May,  all  of  Kalamazoo;  and  Col.  Gordon 
A.  May,  of  Chicago.  Gen.  May  and  Rev.  F.  W. 
May,  the  two  elder  sons,  died  in  Kalamazoo  in  the 
year  1880. 


^OHN  C.  BLAKE,  a  successful  farmer  of 
Comstock  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
13,  1829.  His  father  Ira,  was  born  in  1802 
in  the  same  county  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer  until  he  died  in  1838,  his  death  occurring 
in  the  he  use  in  which  he  had  been  born. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Adaline  Campbell,  was  born  in  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  of  Scotch  ancestry  and  by  her 
union  with  Ira  Blake  became  the  mother  of  four 
children,  namely:  Lydia  Ann,  deceased;  Eunice 
Jane,  who  resides  in  Michigan;  John  C,  of  this 
sketch;  and  William  A.,  whose  sketch  will  be  found 
in  another  portion  of  this  volume. 

As  soon  as  our  subject  was  old  enough,  he  be- 
came self-supporting  and  earned  his  first  money 
by  working  out  on  a  farm.  In  1848,  he  Came  to 
Michigan,  settling  in    Comstock   Township,  Kala- 


mazoo County,  and  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  had 
a  capital  of  $45,  which  he  loaned  at  ten  per  cent, 
interest.  His  first  employment  was  selling  pumps, 
which  he  followed  one  3^ ear  in  the  employ  of  an- 
other, then  bought  out  his  employer  and  conducted 
the  business  himself  for  two  years. 

The  next  venture  of  Mr.  Blake  was  as  a  merchant, 
embarking  in  the  dry-goods  business  at  Galesburg 
and  continuing  in  that  way  for  fifteen  months, 
when  he  sold  out  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  paying  $500  therefor.  March  14, 
1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Frances  M., 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Havens)  Thomas,who 
was  born  in  Groveland,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
April  9,  1831.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  her  mother  of  New  York,  Mrs.  Blake 
being  the  second  of  their  twelve  children. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Blake  located  at  once 
upon  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  which  he 
cleared  and  embellished  with  a  beautiful  and  at- 
tractive residence,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  county, 
and  among  the  most  conveniently  arranged  and 
cozily  furnished  of  the  dwellings  in  this  section  of 
Michigan.  Four  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres 
are  comprised  in  the  home  farm,  most  of  which  is 
under  cultivation,  and  he  has  besides  eighty  acres 
in  Pavilion  Township  and  considerable  real  estate 
in  Galesburg. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Fannie  J.,  born  January  15,  1856, 
and  the  wife  of  Porter  C.  Hall,  of  Kansas;  William 
I.,  born  July  22,  1858,  and  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  in  Pavilion  Township,  al- 
though his  residence  is  in  Comstock  Township; 
Jane  A.,  who  was  born  October  1,  1860,  and  is  the 
wife  of  H.  W.  Sherwood, '  of  Pavilion  Township; 
Adaline  C,  born  December  24,  1862,  and  the  wife 
of  F.  C.  Burroughs,  a  grocer  of  Galesburg;  John  R., 
born  April  28,  1866,  and  Blanche  L.,  February  16, 
1872,  both  at  home. 

Mr.  Blake  and  his  sons  are  the  largest  importers 
of  fine  sheep  in  the  county,  owning  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  head  of  Shropshire  sheep  and 
thirteen  hundred  head  altogether.  They  engage 
in  shipping  sheep,  cattle,  and  hogs  and  do  a  general 
farming  business  in  addition,^  raising  during  the 
season    of    1891,  three   thousand    seven   hundred 
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bushels  of  wheat,  three  thousand  six  hundred  of 
oats,  and  seven  thousand  of  potatoes,  besides  other 
cereals  and  vegetables. 

A  stanch  Democrat,  Mr.  Blake  has  voted  at  every 
election  since  he  was  old  enough  to  cast  his  ballot. 
He  was  Postmaster  four  years  in  Galesburg,  also 
Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  is  justly  esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing, upright  and  successful  men  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  as  such  we  are  pleased  to  represent  him 
in  this  volume,  dedicated  to  the  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  county. 


^>-^^m 
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JOHN  HOLTENHOUSE.  This  gentleman, 
who  was  formerly  identified  with  the  bus- 
iness interests  of  Kalamazoo,  but  is  now  de- 
ceased, was  born  in  Ft.  Plain,  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1816,  and  died  October  24, 1884. 
His  father,  Henry  Ho Iten house,  was  born  in  Saxe 
Coburg,  in  Germany,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Sheffer,  was  born  and  reared  in 
New  York  near  the  Hudson  River,  her  ancestors 
having  originated  in  Holland.  The  son  John  was 
orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  father  when  only  ten 
years  old,  and  early  became  self-supporting. 

At  the  desire  of  the  late  United  States  Treasurer 
Spinner,  Mr.  Hoi  ten  house  left  the  position  in  the 
dry-goods  store,  where  he  had  been  from  boyhood, 
to  accept  the  position  of  confidential  clerk  for  Mr. 
Spinner ,who  had  a  contract  for  building  the  Insane 
Asylum  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  That  was  prior  to  his  first 
trip  to  the  South.  About  the  time  he  completed 
his  engagement  with  Mr.  Spinner,  he  met  a  mer- 
chant from  New  Orleans  who  offered  him  a  position 
in  his  establishment  and  he  was  thus  engaged  ac- 
ceptably for  three  years. 

Returning  to  the  Empire  State,  Mr.  Holtenhouse 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count for  more  than  five  years  at  Richfield  Springs, 
and  then  went  to  Ft.  Plain,  the  city  of  his  birth, 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  a  Frenchman 
named  Tobey,  a  contractor  for  building  locks  on 
the  Erie  Canal.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
a  few  yeai^j  after  which  Mr.  Holtenhouse  proceeded 


to  Ft.  Washtenaw  in  the  Indian  Territory,  where 
he  carried  on  a  sutler's  and  post-trader's  store,  in 
partnership  with  Samuel  Humes,  a  cousin  of  ex- 
President  Buchanan.  The  business  proved  to  be 
very  profitable  and  the  firm  conducted  a  large  trade 
with  the  Indians. 

The  post-trader's  store  was  carried  on  for  four- 
teen years,  after  which  Mr.  Holtenhouse  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Pittsford 
Township,  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  followed 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  for  six  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1861,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo,  and, 
buying  a  half-interest  in  the  lumber  business  with 
I.  Kellogg,  manufactured  lumber,  sash  and  blinds 
and  operated  several  mills  in  the  pineries.  Mr. 
Kellogg  selling  out  to  Fred  Bush,  the  title  of  the 
firm  was  changed  to  Holtenhouse  &  Co.,  under  which 
name  they  continued  to  manufacture  and  deal  in 
lumber  for  some  years  and  also  operated  a  planing 
mill.  On  account  of  ill-health,  Mr.  Holtenhouse 
was  compelled  to  retire  from  business  in  1880. 

September  14,  1852,  Mr.  Holtenhouse  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  C,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Maria  (Loomis)  Shaw,  of  Pittsford,  Mich.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
JohnH.,who  resides  in  Salt  Lake  City, Utah;  Lizzie 
M.,  at  home;  Harriet,  wife  of  Bernard  L.  Stayner, 
of  Pocatello,  Idaho;  and  Edward  P.,  who  lives  in 
Evanston,  Wyo.  The  home  of  Mr.  Holtenhouse 
was  at  No.  622  South  Burdick  Street,  where  his 
family  still  reside.  He  was  a  prosperous  citizen, 
sympathizing  with  the  poor,  and  in  politics,  a 
stanch  Democrat  prior  to  the  war,  but  cast  his  vote 
for  Lincoln  and  Grant  for  the  Presidcmcy  and  con- 
tinued to  vote  the  Republican  ticket  until  his 
death.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  his  estimable  wife  and  children 
command  the  respect  of  the  community. 
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^^EORGE  A.  BARBER  makes  his  home  at 
[||  (^— -,  the  present  time  in  section  23,  Richland 
^^J)  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  is 
profitably  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  of  a  val- 
uable estate.  He  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa., 
November   7,  1839,  and   was  the   son  of   Alpheus 
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and  Betsey  (Dennis)  Barber,  natives,  respectively 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  He  was  seven  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  came  West  to  this  county, 
they  making  the  journey  overland  by  team  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  stopping  en  route  for  one  year 
in  Ohio.  On  arriving  in  this  county  they  located 
in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  they  resided 
for  about  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Richland 
Township.  They  continued  to  reside  there  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then  the  parents  moved  to 
Berry  County,  where  they  both  died. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
Newell,  Philip,  John  and  our  subject.  The  latter 
was  reared  to  man's  estate  amid  the  pioneer  scenes 
of  this  locality,  and  did  his  full  share  in  redeem- 
ing the  home-farm  from  the  wilderness.  Houses 
were  few  and  far  between  in  that  early  day,  but 
Indians  and  wild  animals  were  very  numerous. 
Our  subject  was  given  but  limited  advantages  in 
the  way  of  a  schooling,  but  by  persistent  study 
and  systematic  reading,  he  now  ranks  among  the 
intelligent  residents  of  the  county. 

April  21,  1862,  Mr.  Barber  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Anna  Peake,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, April  21,  1842.  Mrs.  Barber  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ira  and  Sarah  (Miller)  Peake,  her  father  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  her  mother  born  in  Con- 
necticut. She  was  in  her  third  year  when  her  pa- 
rents came  to  this  county,  where  they  located  in 
Richland  Township  on  a  farm.  They  there  made 
their  home  for  a  number  of  years,  when  the  parents 
moved  into  the  village,  and  there  Mr.  Peake  died 
in  1887.  Mrs.  Peake  died  when  Mrs.  Barber  was 
in  her  seventeenth  year.  Her  father  had  been 
twice  married,  and  of  the  seven  children  born  to 
him,  five  now  survive:  Mrs.  Barber,  Oliver,  Ira, 
Francis  and  Mary. 

The  following  named  seven  children  have  been 
granted  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Oliver 
L.,  Frances,  Sarah,  Carrie,  Edith,  Bertha  and  AUie. 
Mr.  Barber  owns  three  hundred  and  sixteen  acres 
of  valuable  improved  land,  which  has  been  the 
result  of  his  persistent  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment. In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  vSo- 
cially,  our  subject  is  an   Odd  Fellow  at  Richland, 


and  has  always  been  in  favor  of  all  measures  that 
would  elevate  the  society.  He  is  progressive  and 
public-spirited,  and,  in  addition  to  raising  the  ce- 
reals, devotes  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention 
to  stock-raising. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Barber  was  very  prominent 
in  local  affairs,  and  held  many  of  the  local  offices 
of  his  township. 
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W  EONARD  G.  BRAGG.  In  years  of  experi- 
I  (©)  ence,  Mr.  Bragg  is  one  of  the  old  business 
II 13^  men  of  Kalamazoo.  In  1857,  he  established 
the  Union  Nursery  office  which  is  now  at  the 
corner  of  Elm  and  West  Main  Streets  and  for 
several  years  carried  on  business  alone,  but  has  now 
associated  with  him  W.  C.  Hoyt,  under  the  firm 
name  of  L.  G.  Bragg  &  Co.  From  a  small  begin- 
ning, he  has  constantl}'  increased  his  business  until 
it  has  assumed  extensive  proportions  as  the  result 
of  his  enterprise  and  well-directed  effort. 

Mr.  Bragg  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
August  19,  1830.  His  parents  were  Leonard  and 
Philinda  (Gilmore)  Bragg.  The  father  was  an 
agriculturist,  and  upon  his  farm  our  subject  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  their  home  be- 
ing principally  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  whither 
the  family  had  removed  when  Leonard  was  a 
young  lad.  The  public  schools  afforded  him  his 
educational  privileges. 

In  the  East,  Mr.  Bragg  remained  until  after  he 
had  attained  to  man's  estate,  the  year  1857  witness- 
ing his  arrival  in  Michigan.  He  made  his  first  lo- 
cation in  Paw  Paw,  this  State,  where  he  remained 
for  twelve  years  and  where  he  embarked  in  the 
nursery  business.  In  1869,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo 
and  established  a  nursery  a  mile  and  a  half  south 
of  the  city  where  he  grows  fruit  trees  and  shrubs 
which  he  sells  through  the  agency  of  others  in  the 
different  States.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  apples 
and  pears  and  has  some  fine  varieties  of  these  trees 
on  hand.  From  the  beginning,  he  has  met  with 
good  success  in  his  undertakings  and  has  worked 
up  an  excellent  trade.  About  five  years  ago,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  W.  C.  Hoyt,  and  the 
firm  name  of  L.  G.  Bragg  &  Co.  was  assumed. 
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In  1853,  Mr.  Bragg  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Mary  Sherwood,  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
and  a  daughter  of  Anson  Sherwood.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Lena,  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Burton,  of  Chicago.  In 
addition  to  their  pleasant  and  beautiful  residence 
situated  on  the  corner  of  Elm  and  West  Main 
Streets,  Mr.  Bragg  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  which  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with  good  barns 
and  outbuildings,  and  there  he  raises  fine  grades  of 
horses,  mostly  of  the  Clydesdale  breed,  for  use  in 
his  nursery  business  and  also  for  sale.  His  energy, 
industry  and  enterprise  stood  him  instead  of  capital 
when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and  have 
been  important  factors  in  his  success.  By  close 
application  to  business  and  attention  to  all  its  de- 
tails, he  has  acquired  a  competence  and  by  his 
courteous  treatment  of  his  customers  has  secured  a 
liberal  patronage.  He  ranks  high  in  business  cir- 
cles and  IS  one  of  the  favorably  known  citizens  of 
Kalamazoo.  His  portrait  is  presented  in  connec- 
tion with  this  sketch. 


ICHAEL  GEORGE  is  well  worthy  of  rec- 
ognition as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  as  during  his  many  years' 
residence  here  he  has  reclaimed  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  all  Brady  Township  from  the  forest 
wilds,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers 
of  this  section.  Mr.  George  was  born  in  Prusssia, 
Germany,  September  29,  1828,  a  son  of  Nicholas 
George,  who  was  also  a  Prussian  by  birth.  The 
father  of  the  latter,  Francis  George,  a  native  of 
Prussia,  was  a  veterinary  surgeon.  He  lived  to  be 
an  old  man,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  his  land,  he  served  in  the 
army  and  was  under  Napoleon  in  the  wars  of 
1811.  He  died  when  he  was  sixty-five  years  old. 
He  was  a  devout  Roman  Catholic  in  his  religious 
belief.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Calenburg  in  her 
maiden  days,  and  also  a  Prussian,  died  in  middle 
life.     They  reared  four  children,  namely;  Michael, 


Elizabeth,  John  and  Anna.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Henry  Calenburg,  was  a  car- 
penter and  contractor  and  builder.  He  lived  to 
be  eighty  years  old. 

He  of  whom  this  biographical  sketch  is  written 
passed  his  early  life  in  the  land    of   his   nativitj^ 
and  in  its  excellent   schools,   which    he   attended 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  he  obtained  a  good 
practical  education.     He  learned  the  trade   of   a 
carpenter,  becoming  very  skillful  at  that   calling, 
and  in  the  opening  years  of  a  stalwart    manhood, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  he  turned  liis  face 
towards  America  as  the  country  where  his  hopes 
and  ambitions  for  a   happy   and    prosperous    life 
would  be  sure  of  fulfilment  he  thought,  if  he  once 
established  himself  here.     It  was  in  the  year  1854 
that  he  sailed  away  from  his  old  home  with  all  its 
pleasant  associaticms,  and  thirty-five  days  later  he 
stepped  ashore  at  New  York.      He  stayed    there 
three  months,  and  the   third   day   after   landing 
bad   secured   a   job   at   carpentering  at   $30    per 
month.     He  then  came  here  and    worked  in    this 
township  in  a  shingle  factory.     After  that  he  was 
employed  at  grubbing,  and  he  also  worked  at  his 
trade  some  months.     His  next  move  was  to  obtain 
a  situation  as  a  farm  hand,  at  which  he  labored  by 
the  month  the  ensuing  four^years.     At  the  end  of 
that  time,  he  became  more  independent,  and  rented 
his  employer's  farm  one  year.      He    then    bought 
forty  acres  of  land  in  the  woods,  made  some   im- 
provements, and  sold  it  at  a  good  advance  on  the 
original  price.     Having  disposed  of  that  place,  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  the  farm  that  he  now  owns 
on  section    15,   Brady  Township.      Only   twelve 
acres  of  it  were  cleared,  and  a  log  house  constituted 
the  only  attempts  at  improvement.      Its  isolation 
and  wildness  are  shown  by  the  fact  that  deer  and 
other  game  roamed  over   his   farm   at   their   will 
when  it  first  came  into  his  possession,  and  he  had 
hard  pioneer  labor  to   perform  before   he   trans- 
formed his  land  into  its    present    fine   condition. 
He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  choice 
farming  land,  ninetj^  acres  in  his  homestead,  and 
twenty  acres  one  mile  north  of  it.      In   1873,  he 
built  the  roomy  and  fine  looking  frame  house   in 
which  he  and  his  wife  are  so  comfortably  situated. 
In  1865,  he  erected  a  large  frame   barn.      He  has 
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other  necessary  outbuildings,  and  his  whole  place 
is  indicative  of  the  good  care  he  takes  of  it,  and 
also  shows  that  he  is  an  intelligent,  thrifty  farmer, 
who  has  a  good  understanding  of  the  best  methods 
of  carrying  on  his  calling.  He  has  his  farm  well 
stocked,  and  has  a  Qne  herd  of  Durham  cattle,  as 
he  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  and  does  quite  a 
dairy  business,  from  which  he  derives  a  good  profit. 
He  is  one  of  our  self-made,  moneyed  men.  When 
he  came  to  this  country,  he  not  only  had  nothing 
with  which  to  start  his  new  life,  but  he  was  $30 
in  debt.  He  has  met  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary success,  and  is  now  a  capitalist,  loaning 
money  at  a  good  rate  of  interest.  He  has  always 
been  generous  in  the  use  of  his  means,  and  has 
often  lent  a  helping  hand  to  others,  and  his  neigh- 
bors know  him  to  be  very  kind,  sympathetic  and 
obliging  in  his  disposition,  and  ever  genial  and 
cheerful.  He  is  quick-sighted,  far-seeing  and  ju- 
dicious in  money  matters,  but  is  never  grasping  or 
over-reaching,  and  his  word  is  as  good  as  a  bond. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  sturdy,  steadfast  Republican. 

Among  the  other  blessings  that  our  subject  has 
won  in  this  country  is  a  good  wife  in  the  person 
of  Miss  Mary  Brown,  to  whom  he  was  wedded 
September  24,  1858.  Mrs.  George  was  born  in 
Warrens ville,  Ohio,  near  Cleveland,  December  3, 
1835.  Her  parental  history  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  her  brother,  Charles  Brown.  Mrs.  George 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  society,  and  is 
an  exemplary  Christian.  After  Mr.  George  came 
to  this  country,  he  carefully  saved  up  his  earnings 
until  he  had  $150  and  he  then  generously  sent 
that  sum  to  his  sister  to  pay  her  passage  to  this 
country.  She  embarked  on  the  voyage  with  pleas- 
ant anticipations  of  seeing  her  brother,  but  she 
was  not  destined  to  land  on  these  shores  as  she 
died  on  the  way  and  found  an  ocean  burial. 
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^Y|  OHN  M.  BARRETT  is  one  of  the  represent- 
ative pioneers  of  Richland  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County.  He  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  March  7,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Hil- 
dah  and  Betsey  A.  (Cummings)  Barrett.  In  1831, 
when  three  years  of  age,  he  was  brought  to  this 


State  by  his  parents,  they  locating  for  a  time  in 
Jackson  County.  In  1834,  they  came  to  this 
count3^,and,  locating  in  Richland  Township,  began 
clearing  a  home  from  the  wilderness.  The  elder 
Mr.  Barrett  was  among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
this  localit}^,  and  endured  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  which  are  known  to  the  pioneer. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  survive,  namely: 
Eliza,  who  is  the  wife  of  Newell  Barber;  John  M., 
and  Rev.  Wright  L.,  who  is  a  minister  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Barrett  died  just  pre- 
vious to  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War;  his  good 
wife,  surviving  him  many  years,  died  in  1867. 
They  were  very  prominent  people  among  the  early 
residents  o(  this  section,  and  in  their  death  the 
county  lost  two  of  her  best  citizens.  In  coming 
to  the  Wolverine  State,  they  made  the  journey  by 
way  of  the  lakes  to  Detroit,  coming  to  Jackson 
County  overland  with  teams,  where  they  remained 
for  a  short  time  and  then  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County. 

John  M.  Barrett  was  reared  amid  the  pioneer 
scenes  of  Michigan,  and  has  done  his  full  share  in 
clearing  and  improving  this  section,  having  re- 
deemed about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  from 
the  timber.  His  education  was  gained,  mainly, 
in  the  primitive  log  schoolhouse,  and,  his  advan- 
tages being  thus  very  limited,  he  may  most  truly 
be  called  self-made. 

May  22,  1853,  our  subject  and  Miss  Lydia  Green 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Barrett  is  a  native 
of  Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  her  natal  day 
being  November  30,  1830.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Harvey  and  Hettie  (Peterson)  Green,  natives 
of  the  Empire  State  and  who  emigrated  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  as  early  as  1828,  locating 
in  the  above-named  county,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried a  year  later.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  later  came 
to  Kalamazoo  County,  where  they  spent  their  last 
days.  Mrs.  Barrett  was  one  of  a  large  family  of 
children,  eight  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Mrs. 
Barrett,  Myron,  Owen,  Orrin,  Olive  A.;  Hettie, 
now  the  widow  of  John  Wells;  Victoria,  the  wife 
of  John  Irons;  and  Maria,  Mrs.  David  Hizer. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett  have  been  granted  the 
following-named  five  children ;  Mary  L.,  Arthur  J., 
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Ida  M.,  Edwin  G.  and  Carman  M.  Mr.  Barrett  has 
always  been  actively  interested  in  the  cause  of 
education,  and  has  been  School  Director  of  his  dis- 
trict for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  Prohibitionist 
in  politics,  and  has  done  much  toward  furthering 
the  cause  of  temperance  in  his  locality.  He  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  years 
has  been  greatly  interested  in  Sunday-school  work, 
having  organized  many  schools  in  this  township. 
The  landed  estate  of  our  subject  includes  eighty 
acres  of  valuable  property,  all  of  which  is  the  re- 
sult of  his  persistent  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment. Mrs.  Barrett  taught  school  in  an  early  day 
in  Richland  Township.  Mr.  Barrett  is  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  social  and  business  circles  of  his 
community  where  his  word  is  consideted  as  good 
as  his  bond. 


ON.  JOHN  W.  KIRBY,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Charleston  Township,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Kalamazoo  County  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  during  that  time 
has  built  up  one  of  its  most  attractive  homes,  im- 
proved a  choice  farm,  and  has  made  for  himself  a 
high  place  in  its  industrial  and  civic  life.  He  is  a 
native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  the  township 
of  New  Lebanon  the  place  of  his  birth,  October 
24,  1824,  the  date  thereof. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Kirby,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island  in  1787,  and  when  a  young  boy 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Easton  Township, 
Washington  County,N.Y.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  then  went  to  Columbia  County,  in  the 
same  State,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1870  at  a  good  old  age.  He  was  in  earl}^ 
manhood  when  the  War  of  1812  broke  out,  and  at 
some  period  of  its  progress  he  enlisted  in  a  New 
York  regiment.  He  accompanied  his  regiment  to 
Albany,  where  it  was  stationed  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  then,  as  their  services  were  not  required,  he 
and  his  comrades  were  honorably  discharged.  He 
was  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  his  community, 
held  the  offices  of  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politics,  and,  In 


religion,  was  a  stanch  Methodist,  and  for  many 
years  was  an  officer  in  the  church  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  His  father,  Elihu  Kirbj^,  was  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  his  parents  coming  to  this  coun- 
try in  Colonial  times.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Freelove  Lyon,  and  she 
was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1793.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Her  father, 
Thomas  Lyon,  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  was 
an  extensive  merchant  and  a  pioneer  business  man 
in  Columbia  County.  Of  the  eleven  children  of 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  four  daughters  and 
seven  sons,  all  grew  to  maturity  but  two,  and  these 
five  are  still  living:  Patience,  a  resident  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  and  the  widow  of  Lewis  Haight; 
William  G.;  John  W.,  Adam  C,  who  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
the  family  was  born;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  Dr. 
H.  D.  Jones,  of  Duluth,  Minn. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  sixth  child  and  the 
fourth  son  of  the  family.  He  passed  his  boyhood 
amid  the  pleasant  scenes  of  his  native  place,  and 
finished  his  education  in  the  local  district  schools. 
He  continued  to  live  on  the  old  farm  where  he 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  the  world  until 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  1868.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  taken  unto  himself  a  wife,  marrying  Miss 
Mary  Howland,  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  January 
28,  1852.  Mrs.  Kirby  was  born  and  reared  in 
Saratoga  County,  her  birth  taking  place  July  28, 
1830.  By  her  devotion  to  her  husband's  interests 
she  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  his  suc- 
cess in  life.  Their  pleasant  wedded  life  has  brought 
to  them  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
Arzelia,  wife  of  O.  S.  Spier,  of  Kalamazoo;  Irving, 
who  died  in  March,  1859;  Minnie  F.,  at  home  with 
her  parents;  Harriet,  who  died  October  13,  1863; 
Alice,  wife  of  Dr.  William  Ely,  Ocheyedan,  Iowa; 
and  Elbert  L.,  who  is  attending  school  at  Gales- 
burg. 

Ever  since  coming  to  Michigan,  our  subject  has 
lived  on  the  farm  that  he  has  developed  in  Charles- 
ton Township,  which,  under  his  superior  manage- 
ment, has  become  one  of  the  best  ordered  and 
finest  equipped  farms  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
its  improvements,  which  are  all  first-class,  being 
the  work  of  his  own  hands.   He  has  put  up  roomy, 
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conveniently  arranged  barns  and  other  out-build- 
ings for  every  needed  purpose,  and,  in  1873,  he 
erected  a  handsome,  well-built  residence  at  a  cost 
of  $4,000  One  hundred  and  twenty #acres  of  his 
land  lies  in  Charleston  Township,  and  forty  acres 
in  Ross  Township.  The  soil  is  tilled  after  the  best 
modes  of  cultivation,  and  yields  abundant  har- 
vests, and  fine  stock  is  raised  on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Kirby  has  an  evenly-balanced  mind,  is  well 
dowered  with  firmness  and  activity  of  purpose,  is 
sensible,  clear-headed  and  sharp-sighted  in  money 
matters,  bearing  a  high  reputation  in  financial 
circles  for  honorableness  and  perfect  reliability  in 
all  his  transactions.  His  fellow-citizens,  placing  a 
high  estimation  upon  his  personal  character  and 
his  ability,  selected  him  for  one  of  the  highest 
offices  within  their  gift,  that  of  Representative  to 
the  State  Legislature  from  the  Second  District, 
which  position  he  held  with  distinction  for  two 
years,  1888  and  1889.  He  is  given  to  encouraging 
all  enterprises  that  will  in  any  way  forward  the 
growth  of  township  or  county,  and  he  is  a  liberal 
contributor  to  the  support  of  churches,  although 
he  is  not  identified  with  any  religious  organization, 
but  whatsoever  will  enhance  the  well-being  of  the 
community  is  sure  of  his  good-will  and  material 
help.  He  has  well-defined  views  in  regard  to  pol- 
itics, in  which  he  is  much  interested,  and  the  Re- 
publican party  since  the  days  of  the  war,  when  he 
voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  the  party  of  his 
choice. 


^^ 


^•4*r^p? 


^ 


EDGAR  W.  GILKEY  is  a  native  of  Kalama- 
zoo County,  his  natal  day  having  been  No- 
vember 24,  1841.  He  is  at  present  residing 
in  Richland,  where  he  is  classed  among  the  pro- 
gressive and  well-to-do  business  men  of  that  vil- 
lage. His  parents  were  John  F.  and  Mary  M. 
(Lovell)  Gilkey,  natives  of  Vermont.  His  ances- 
tors on  his  father's  side  are  said  to  have  been  Irish, 
while  those  on  the  maternal  side  were  Scotch. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County  as  early  as  1831  and  entered  a  tract  of 
Government  land  northwest  of  the  village  of 
Richland.     Indeed,  at  that  early  period  the  land 


was  not  in  the  market.  His  property  was  mostly  oak 
opening  lands,  on  which  he  located  and  endured 
the  hardships  which  usually  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
early  settler.  He  died  August  8,  1878,  his  good 
wife  preceding  him  to  the  better  land  some  years 
before.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Edgar  W.,  Patrick  H.,  George  L.  and  Julian  F. 
In  his  death  Kalamazoo  County  lost  one  of  her 
early  pioneers  and  representative  citizens.  In  his 
latter  years  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  and 
left  a  good  estate  to  his  family,  having  been  very 
successful  in  life. 

Edgar  W.  Gilkey,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on 
the  new  farm  in  the  then  thinly-settled  country 
and  the  privations  and  hardships  of  those  times 
have  made  a  lasting  impression  on  his  mind.  Al- 
though he  was  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in 
Richland  for  a  time,  Mr.  Gilkey  has  devoted  the 
most  of  his  life  to  farming  pursuits.  He  is  a  truly 
self-made  man,  as  the  only  education  he  received 
was  in  the  primitive  log  schoolhouse  of  that 
period. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  and  Miss  Anna 
Tompkins  were  united  in  marriage  June  5,  1874. 
Mrs.  Gilkey  was  a  native  of  Barr}^  County,  this 
State,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Millie 
Tompkins,  also  natives  of  the  above-named 
county.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living: 
Grace  M.  and  Clarence  F.  Edgar  F.  is  deceased. 
Mr.  Gilkey  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
valuable  land  which  bears  all  the  improvements  in 
the  way  of  machinery  and  buildings  to  be  found 
on  the  estate  of  a  first-class  agriculturist.  In  pol- 
itics, he  is  a  Democrat,  and  enjoys  the  full  confi- 
dence of  the  business  men  of  his  community,  who 
consider  his  word  as  ffood  as  his  bond. 


VAN  ERWINE.  This  gentleman  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  thrifty  farmers  of  sec- 
tion 22,  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  is  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  Pa., 
having  had  his  birth  August  31,  1840.  The  father, 
Abram  Erwinie,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
in  turn  a  son  of  Abram,  a  native  of   the  Mother 
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Country,  who  came  to  America  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  died  when  seventy-five  years  old. 

The  father  of  our  subject  owned  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  but  sold 
out  and  came  to  this  county  in  1860.  In  1882,  he 
sold  and  moved  to  Mills  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
farmed  until  quite  recently,  now  living  a  retired 
life.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  all  his  life.  He 
married  Rebecca  Mostler,  who  became  the  mother 
of  our  subject.  She  reared  five  children:  Evan, 
Henry,  Mary  F.,  Sarah  J.,  and  Josiah.  The  good 
mother  is  still  living. 

Evan  Erwine  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  district  schools.  He  came  here  when  twenty 
3^ears  old  with  his  parents  and  began  for  himself 
when  twenty-one.  He  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  in  August,  1862,  in  Company  F,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry  and  was  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  under  Gen.  Gilbert.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Spring  Hill,  March 
5,  1863,  in  the  left  thigh.  He  was  in  the  Louis- 
ville and  the  St.  Marie  Hospitals,  the  latter  at 
Detroit,  from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged 
in  September,  1863,  and  is  now  the  recipient  of  a 
pension  of  $10  a  month.  After  this  he  drove  a 
team  from  Schoolcraft  to  Three  Rivers  and  to  Kal- 
amazoo for  three  years.  The  following  two  years 
he  worked  on  a  farm  by  the  month,  and  rented 
farms  for  thirteen  years.  By  this  he  got  a  start 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of 
the  present  farm  in  1881.  He  has  made  innumer- 
able improvements  here  and  has  now  one  hundred 
and  eighty-three  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  being 
under  splendid  cultivation.  He  is  an  exceedingly 
hard  worker  and  a  good  manager.  He  has  a  fine 
large  frame  residence  and  two  large  and  commo- 
dious barns  and  all  necessary  outbuildings,  granar- 
ies, sheds,  etc.,  five  in  all.  Mixed  farming  is  here 
carried  on,  and  splendid  harvests  are  reaped. 
Stock-raising  is  also  an  important  forte  with  Mr. 
Erwine  and  some  of  the  best  Merino  sheep,  Dur- 
ham cattle  and  various  breeds  of  horses  are  thereon 
raised. 

Adelia  Wright  is  the  name  of  the  amiable  lady 
who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  March  5, 1867, 
and  to  them  have  come  three  children:  Ada,  Stella, 


and  Russell,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Er- 
wine is  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  where 
she  was  born  March  2,  1846.  She  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  where  her  hus- 
band attends.  Mr.  Erwine  is  a  true-blue  Republi- 
can and  never  swerves  from  his  party's  principles. 


"^ 


kEVI  A.  BEADLE.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  sketch 
is  ex-Supervisor  and  a  prominent  resident 
of  Ross  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  at 
present  residing  on  a  beautiful  tract  of  land,  pleas- 
antly located  on  section  36,  and  which  bears  all 
the  improvements  to  be  found  on  the  estate  of  a 
well-to-do  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Beadle  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  occurred  September  27,  1818.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Bentley)  Beadle, 
the  father,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
mother  of  Rhode  Island,  although  she  was  taken 
to  Massachusetts  by  her  parents  when  an  infant  of 
twelve  months.  Two  of  the  maternal  uncles  of 
Mr.  Beadle,  of  this  sketch,  were  patriots  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State,  and  was  given  a  good  education  in 
the  common  and  select  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  was  married,  December  31,  1844,  to  Miss  Char- 
lotte Richardson,  who  was  born  April  24,  1823,  in 
Essex,  Vt.  Mrs.  Beadle  was  the  daughter  of  Caleb 
and  Sarah  (Hart)  Richardson,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one 
son,  L.  Arthur,  who  married  Mary  Sterling,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  one  daughter,  Flor- 
ence A.  In  1853,  our  subject  came  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Kalamazoo,  County,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
which  is  his  present  abiding  place  and  which  orig- 
inally included  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
acres.  He  has  since,  however,  given  eighty  acres 
to  his  son. 

Mr.  Beadle  has  been  very  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, and  has  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as  High- 
way Commissioner  for  a  number  of  years.     He  was 
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made  Supervisor  during  the  war  and  gave  perfect 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  With  his  wife,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Au- 
gusta, in  whicli  society  he  has  been  Deacon  and  ac- 
tive in  Sunday-school  work.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Beadle  casts  his  vote  and  influence  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  is  a  gentleman  who  favors  ever}^ 
movement  w^hich  has  for  its  object  the  upbuilding 
of  his  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beadle  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Ross  and  Charleston  Farmers'  Club, 
which  was  organized  a  number  of  years  ago  at 
their  home.  He  stands  high  in  agricultural  and 
social  circles  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  place 
his  sketch  before  our  readers. 


_<>?3 


"02:- 


W 


>REEMAN  W.  FORD.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  influen- 
tial agriculturists  of  Kalamazoo  County,  is 
at  present  residing  in  section  4,  Ross  Township. 
His  estate  is  well  improved  with  all  the  necessary 
buildings  and  farm  machinery,  and  is  classed  among 
the  most  productive  and  well-regulated  farms  in 
this  section.  Mr.  Ford  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  having  been  born  in  Genesee  County,  Janu- 
ary 4,  1840.  His  parents,  William  and  Almira 
(Barber)  Ford,  were  natives  of  New  York  and 
Massachusetts,  respectively.  His  paternal  ancestors 
are  said  to  have  been  German,  and  very  well-to-do 
people. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man's 
estate  in  his  native  county,  and  was  early  trained 
to  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  farm  life.  Although 
he  had  not  the  advantages  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion which  is  offered  the  youth  of  to-day,  Mr.  Ford 
was  studious  and  apt,  and  acquired  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  December  30,  1858, 
he  was  married  to  Eliza  Armstrong,  who  was  born 
in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  August  28,  1837.  Mrs. 
Ford  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Lucina  (Aid- 
rich)  Armstrong,  natives  of  the  above-named  State. 
Mr.  Armstrong  still  survives,  and  makes  his  home 
in  Augusta  village,  being  in  his  seventy-fifth  year; 
his  wife  passed  from  this  life  in  1885.  Mrs.  Ford 
was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  only   one  of 


whom,  besides  herself,  is  living:  Helen,  who  is  Mrs. 
Augusta  Willis. 

Of  the  parental  family  of  our  subject  the  follow- 
ing survive:  John  W.;  Sarah,  Mrs.  George  McDan- 
iels;  Laura,  the  wife  of  Ozro  Gould;  Mary,  who 
married  Andrew  Allen;  Nancy,  Mrs.  Colby  Dibble; 
Charlotte;  Douglas;  Phebe,  Mrs.  Orin  Allen  and 
Orin.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ford,  only  one  survives:  Charlie,  who  married  Nel- 
lie Fisk;  they  have  one  daughter,  Elsie. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  came  to  Michigan  in 
1869,  and  resided  for  a  time  in  Comstock  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County,  whence  thej^  came  later 
to  Ross  Township,  where  they  are  residing  on  their 
original  home  in  section  4.  Nine  years  ago  his 
residence  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  he  lost  no  time 
in  erecting  his  present  beautiful  brick  dwelling, 
whicli  bears  all  the  modern  improvements  in  the 
way  of  heating,  etc.,  and  which  is  an  ornament  to 
this  section.  Mr.  Ford  has  a  productive  apple 
orchard  on  his  place,  which  consists  of  four  acres. 
In  local  affairs,  Mr.  Ford  has  served  four  terms 
as  Supervisor  of  Ross  Township.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
strong  Republican.  In  addition  to  raising  the 
cereals,  our  subject  gives  considerable  attention  to 
the  breeding  of  Shropshire  sheep  and  English  Shire 
horses.  His  landed  estate  consists  of  two  hundred 
and  eight  acres  of  land,  which  is  under  most  ex- 
cellent cultivation.  We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to 
present  to  our  readers  the  sketch  of  so  worthy  a 
gentleman  as  our  subject,  who  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  representative  men  of  the  county. 


'^^y^<l 


i- 


n 


ELSON  BOYLES.  Among  the  prominent, 
wealthy  and  representative  citizens  and 
/l\/^  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  we  take 
pleasure  in  introducing  to  our  readers  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of  Richland  Town- 
ship, where  he  was  born  on  section  28,  February  2, 
1840.  His  parents  were  the  Rev.  Samuel  and  Re- 
becca (Boyer)  Boyles,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  a  descendant  of  Irish  stock  and  the  mother 
of  German.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Boyles  came  with 
his  family  to  Michigan,  settling  in  this  county 
early  in  the  '30s,  and   after  living  in  two  or  three 
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townships,  became  an  early  settler  in  Richland 
Township,  and  died  here  in  October,  1885.  He 
was  the  father  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing survive:  John  Andrew,  Lewis,  Nelson  and 
Watson.  He  became  one  of  the  early  ministers  in 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  In  his  politics, 
he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  The  be- 
loved mother  of  our  subject  died  in  the  same  year 
as  did  her  husband  but  some  months  previous.  In 
their  death  the  county  lost  two  of  her  best  pioneer 
citizens. 

Nelson  Boyles  was  reared  in  the  scenes  of  pio- 
neer life.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  old  log 
schoolhouse  and  is  mainly  self -educated,  having 
been  a  reader  all  his  life  and  of  a  very  observing 
disposition.  He  was  married,  June  19,  1859,  to 
Emma  Bresee,  a  native  of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
born  February  14, 1 842.  Mrs.  Boyles  is  a  daughter 
of  Cornelius  and  Betsey  Bresee,  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  Mrs.  Boyles  came  to  this  State  with 
her  father  when  she  was  fifteen  years  old  and  set- 
tled in  this  township,  where  her  father  died.  He 
had  been  twice  married  and  of  his  ten  children 
nine  survive. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  Ave  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  namely:  Hattie,  deceased; 
Katie,  wife  of  Milo  Snow;  Libby,  the  wife  of  De 
Witt  Olin;  Charley  and  George.  Mr.  Boyles  is 
the  happ3^  possessor  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  acres  of  good  land  which  he  has  cleared  and 
cultivated  himself.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  is  in  favor  of  anything  to  elevate  society  and 
improve  the  county.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  at  Richland.  He  has  watched 
the  county  grow  from  its  wild  and  primitive  state 
to  what  it  is  to-day  and  has  done  his  share  toward 
its  enhancement. 


e-^+^! 


i^r 


f  LBERT  B.  JUDSON.  The  possessor  of 
large  wealth,  representing  the  result  of  his 
industrious  efforts,  Mr.  Judson  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  from  business  in  a  beautiful 
residence  in  Vicksburg,  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  former  years  of  toil.  He  is  a  native  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  was  bom  August  8,  1819.     His  paternal 


grandfather,  Nehemiali,  was  a  farmer  in  Connecti- 
cut, where  he  died  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety. 
William  Judson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
likewise  born  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  whence  in 
1826,  he  removed  to  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
engaged  in  farming. 

In  June,  1837,  William  Judson  removed  from 
the  Empire  State  to  Michigan,  the  journey  being 
made  via  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  from  there 
to  Detroit  by  boat,  whence  an  ox-team  conveyed 
the  family  and  household  goods  to  Schoolcraft 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  After  developing 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  be- 
coming well-known  as  an  upright  and  enterprising 
citizen,  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 
His  wife,  Johanna  Brinsmaid,  who  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  survived  until  she  was  seven- 
ty-three, and  the  mortal  remains  of  both  lie  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Schoolcraft.  The  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  she 
took  an  active  interest. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  is  one  of 
a  family  of  seven  children,  namely:  Albert  B., 
Fannie,  Josiah,  Willis,  W^illiam,  Eliza  and  Maria. 
He  attended  school  in  Connecticut  and  New  York, 
and,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Michigan.  Few  settlers  had  at  that  early  day 
ventured  so  far  beyond  the  confines  of  civilization, 
but  Indians  were  numerous,  and,  as  they  were 
friendly,  our  subject  was  on  intimate  terms  with 
many  of  them.  He  also  saw  many  deer,  wolves 
and  bears. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  Mr.  Judson  was  mar- 
ried, and  established  a  home  of  his  own  on  a 
rented  farm  of  prairie  land,  comprising  fifty-three 
acres.  From  that  humble  beginning,  he  has,  by  in- 
defatigable energy,  accumulated  landed  possessions 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres, 
and  is  widely  known  as  a  successful  man.  He 
placed  splendid  improvements  on  his  farm,  among 
them  a  fine  residence  and  several  capacious 
barns.  In  connection  with  farming,  he  is  en- 
gaged as  a  stock-raiser,  in  which  he  met  with  suc- 
cess. In  1889,  he  removed  from  the  old  home- 
stead to  Vicksburg,  where  he  expects  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  days. 

January  10,  1843,  Mr.  Judson  was  married   to 
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Mary  Fiiiley,  who  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  July  15, 
1820.  Her  parents,  Hugh  and  Jane  (Boyd)  Finley, 
were  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  set- 
tled, in  1834,  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County.  Although  Mr.  Finley  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  he  here  engaged  exclusively  in  farming  pur- 
suits, and  developed  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres. 
When  he  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  he  was 
a  man  of  considerable  wealth  and  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  acres.  His  wife,  who  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  had  died  many  years  before,  when 
only  forty-seven  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judson  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Jane,  Mrs.  Martin  Adams; 
Joanna,  the  wife  of  William  Stewart;  Isabel;  Mary 
F.,  who  married  William  Sidler;  Albert;  James  and 
Esther,  Mrs.  Strong.  The  pleasant  home  of  the 
family  is  an  elegant  brick  residence,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Judson,  and  was  erected  in  1887.  This 
worthy  couple  are  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  contribute  liberally  of  their 
means  to  charitable  measures.  A  Republican  in 
politics,  he  takes  great  interest  in  national  issues, 
and  has  been  prominently  connected  with  local  af- 
fairs, politically,  educationally  and  morally. 


ISAAC  COX.  Throughout  Kalamazoo  County 
this  gentleman  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a  reliable  citizen  and  upright  man.  Formerly 
a  prominent  farmer,  he  is  now  retired  from  active 
duties  and  makes  his  home  on  section  11,  Portage 
Township.  With  regard  to  his  ancestry,  it  is  learned 
from  reliable  authority  that  a  family  by  the  name 
of  Cox  settled  on  Long  Island  in  1659,  from  whom 
he  is  descended.  His  parents,  Jesse  and  Rachel 
(Weeks)  Cox,  natives  of  Westchester  County,  N.  Y., 
died  when  he  was  only  three  years  old.  The  par- 
ents and  a  sister  died  within  eight  weeks  of  one 
another,  leaving  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  July, 
1822,  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family. 

Thus  sadly  orphaned,  Isaac  Cox  was  taken  into 

the  home   of  his   paternal   grandparents  at  York- 

town,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  with   whom  he 

lived  until  he  was  about  twelve  years  old.  At  that 

24  K 


age,  he  went  to  Wheatland,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  in  the  employ  of  different  individuals 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  During  the  most 
of  that  time  he  was  engaged  in  farming  operations, 
but  also  worked  at  carpentering  and  thoroughly 
learned  that  trade. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  Cox  was 
married  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Celinda 
S.  Sykes,  a  native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  was  born  September  28,  1818.  The  ceremony 
occurred  August  29,  1843,  and  soon  after  this  the 
young  couple  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and 
settled  on  land  in  Portage  Township,  where  he 
commenced  tilling  the  soil.  They  have  since  re- 
sided here,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  years  in 
Kalamazoo.  Mrs.  Celinda  Cox  died  in  Kalamazoo, 
January  12,  1871.  Our  subject  was  again  married, 
June  24,  1874,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Nancy  Boynton, 
nee  Cahill,  who  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born 
August  15,  1837.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Daniel  Cahill,  who  was  an  early  settler  of  Kalama- 
zoo County. 

Since  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Cox  has  given 
his  entire  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  by 
his  own  industry  and  perseverance,  has  made  a 
splendid  competency  that  enables  him  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  early  labors  in  peace  and  contentment. 
Mr.  Cox  has  held  a  number  of  the  township  offices, 
among  them  being  that  of  Highway  Commissioner 
for  many  years  in  succession.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  who  organized  the  Kalamazoo 
County  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany, which  has  been  in  successful  operation  for 
many  years.  He  formerly  took  quite  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs  and  affiliated  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  but  is  now  independent,  choosing  to 
vote  for  the  man,  irrespective  of  party  principles. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  notice,  we 
are  pleased  to  present  a  lithographic  portrait  of 
Mr.  Cox.  In  regard  to  his  religious  views,  his  an- 
cestors for  generations  back  were  Quakers  of  the 
Hicksite  order,  to  which  sect  he  now  belongs,  al- 
though he  differs  somewhat  from  their  religious 
opinions  and  is  independent,  recognizing  no 
adopted  creed,  but  living  in  accordance  with  what 
]  seems  right  and  reasonable.     He  is  what   may  be 
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termed  a  radical  temperance  man  and  claims  that 
the  true  way  to  stop  the  liquor  traffic  and  close 
the  saloons  is  to  keep  away  from  them.  As  he 
does  not  believe  that  force  is  reformatory,  he  is 
not  a  Prohibitionist.  At  the  age  of  three-score  and 
ten,  he  can  truthfully  say,  what  but  few  persons 
can,  that  he  never  drank  an 3^  kind  of  liquor 
during  his  entire  life  nor  has  lie  used  tobacco  in 
any  form.  This  he  owes  to  his  early  educational 
instruction,  precepts  and  examples  as  taught  by 
those  whose  memory  has  ever  been  dear  to  him. 


^'^r@:^(s)i^^ 


SS.EV.  MILTON  BRADLEY.  Among  the 
venerable,  time-honored  and  esteemed  octo- 
genarians of  Kalamazoo  County,  we  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  present  in  this  work 
the  gentleman  whose  name  we  place  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch.  He  is  an  old  resident  of  Richland 
and  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  A  na- 
tive of  St.  Lawrence  Coimty,  N.  Y.,  his  natal  day 
was  March  13,  1812.  His  parents,  Truman  and 
Sarah  (Smith)  Bradley,  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  his  grandfather  Bradley  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  paternal  ancestors 
of  our  subject  are  said  to  have  been  English. 

Milton  Bradley  was  reared  to  mature  years  in 
his  native  county  and  received  his  primary  edu- 
cation in  the  St.  Lawrence  Academy  at  Pottsdam, 
N.  Y^.  He  later  took  a  four-years'  course  in  the 
Middlebury  (Vt.)  College,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1835.  For  two  years  there- 
after, he  was  Principal  of  the  Ft.  Covington  Aca- 
demy in  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  and  then  became 
a  student  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Auburn, 
N.  Y.  He  subsequently  began  preaching,  holding 
a  charge  at  Parishville,  N.  Y.,  for  five  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1843,  with  his  family  he  came  to  Kala- 
mazoo County  and  located  in  Richland  Township 
which  has  since  been  his  home. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  the  projector  of 
the  Prairie  Seminary  at  Richland  and  for  years  was 
Trustee  of  that  once  far-famed  temple  of  learning. 
From  1844  to  1877,  the  Rev.  Milton  Bradley  was 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Churcli  at  Richland 
and  was  greatly  beloved  for  his  moral  and  upright 


life.  He  was  married,  September  5,  1838,  in  New 
York  State,  to  Miss  Sarah  Jones,  by  whom  he  be- 
came the  parent  of  four  children:  Sarah  A.,  Mary, 
Milton  S.,  and  James,  the  latter  two  of  whom  are 
deceased. 

The  devoted  wife  of  our  subject,  who  had  been 
his  helpmate  and  counselor  for  so  many  years,  died 
September  13,  1871,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 
In  1867,  Mr.  Bradley  was  appointed  c>ne  of  two 
delegates  from  his  district  to  the  constitutional 
convention  held  at  Lansing  with  a  view  to  revis- 
ing the  constitution.  In  politics,  he  is  a  strong 
Republican,  and  is  active  in  all  good  works  that 
have  for  their  object  the  elevation  of  society.  He 
is  a  man  who  bears  the  esteem  and  good-will  of 
all  who  have  the  honor  of  his  acquaintance,  and 
his  many  friends  join  with  the  biographer  in  hop- 
ing that  he  may  be  spared  many  years  of  useful- 
ness. 


AVID  D.  HENION.  Perhaps  no  citizens  of 
Kalamazoo  County  are  more  enterprising 
or  successful  in  their  business  transactions 
than  the  natives  of  New  York.  Among  those  who 
have  emigrated  to  the  rapidly  growing  West  and 
established  homes  in  tli is  county,  conspicuous  men- 
tion belongs  to  Mr  Hen  ion,  who  is  a  farmer  in 
section  10,  Ross  Township.  He  was  born  in  Sen- 
eca County,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1814,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  D.  and  Jane  (Bakorn)  Ilenion,  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  the  father  being  a  descendant  of  Eng- 
lish-Dutch ancestors  and  the  mother's  familj^  of 
Swiss  origin. 

Various  members  of  the  Henion  family  have 
been  noted  in  the  annals  of  our  country  as  patri- 
otic and  brave  defenders  of  our  country's  rights. 
One,  Henry  Henion,  great-uncle  of  our  subject, 
was  a  British  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
while  another  great-uncle,  Tunis  Henion,  was 
Captain  in  the  War  of  1812.  Two  other  members 
of  the  family  served  with  valor  during  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  its  representatives  have  al- 
ways been  noted  for  their  patriotism. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Orleans  County,  N. 
Y.,  David  D.  Henion  received  his  education,  mean- 
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while  aiding  his  father  on  the  farm  and  gaining 
a  limited  knowledge  of  carpentry,  which  he  has 
followed  to  some  extent  since,  though  only  for 
himself.  After  he  had  taught  school  for  a  time  in 
Orleans  County,  he  was  married,  August  22,  1837, 
to  Miss  Hannah  T.  Jennings,  who  was  born  July 
4,  1819,  in  the  county  where  she  was  married  some 
eighteen  years  afterward.  Mrs.  Henion  is  the 
daughter  of  Stephen  F.  and  Mary  (Ward)  Jen- 
nings, natives  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  re- 
spectively, and  is  a  lady  of  refinement,  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community  where  she  resides. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henion  are 
as  follows:  Louisa,  wife  of  A.  A.  Blakeman;  Flor- 
ence, who  married  G.  N.  Scudder;  William  H.; 
Antoinette,  who  is  the  wife  of  Avery  Sabin;  Dan- 
iel; Elias;  and  Ethel  G.  Another  son,  Joseph  W., 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Confederates,  dying  January  9, 
1865,  while  in  prison. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Henion  with  his  family  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  for  several  years  lived  in 
Comstock  Township,  whence,  in  1866,  he  removed 
to  Ross  Township,  and  bought  the  farm  which  he 
still  owns  and  occupies.  He  owns  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. His  property  has  been  accumulating 
through  his  unaided  exertions,  and  his  success  is 
worthy  the  emulation  of  the  young.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  as  well  as  in    other   positions  of  honor. 


-^ 


<^  J^ALLACE  FRAKES,  a  native-born  citi- 
\w//  ^^^  ^^  Kalamazoo  County,  is  now  a  resi- 
^^f  dent  in  section  14,  Schoolcraft  Township, 
where  he  was  born  September  22, 1835.  He  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  Frakes,  a  native  of  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  December  25,  1799,  and  a  grandson  of  Rob- 
ert Frakes,  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  of  Welsh 
descent,  who  was  married  to  Ellen  Griffith,  a  na- 
tive of  Wales,  in  Maryland. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  an  overseer 
of  slaves  in  Kentucky,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1830.  He  took  up  land  from  the  Government  and 
settled  on  the  banks  of  Rawsen    Lake,  then    called 


Frakes  Lake.  He  was  a  great  huntsman,  and  has 
killed  many  a  wildcat,  deer,  bear  and  fox  on  horse- 
back. Robert  Frakes  went  to  Missouri  in  1848, 
and  there  died.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
married  in  Ohio,  and  came  on  his  wedding  tour, 
with  ox-team,  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  coming  to 
this  place  and  settling  in  1830.  He  located  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government  land  in 
section  14,  this  township.  The  Indians  were  very 
friendly  and  hospitable,  and  he  became  quite  a  flu- 
ent speaker  in  their  language.  It  was  a  three  or 
four  days'  journey  to  mill,  and  by  hard  work  he 
finally  developed  his  farm.  He  died  in  1880,  and 
was  politically  first  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republi- 
can. The  good  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Oscilla  Downs,  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  1804,  and  she  reared  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren. She  was  the  first  time  married  to  a  Mr. 
Parker,  by  whom  she  had  two  children.  She  spent 
her  last  days  in  Vicksburg,  this  county,  dying  in 
1886.  Her  father  came  to  Michigan  about  1830, 
and  died  ten  years  later.  He  was  of  Scotch 
descent.      Her  mother  was  Elizabeth  Green. 

Our  subject  attended  the  old  primitive  log 
schoolhouse,  with  its  slab  benches,  puncheon  floor 
and  greased  paper  for  windows,  and  the  opportu- 
nity of  attending  was  only  afforded  in  the  winter, 
as  he  had  to  assist  his  father  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer  months.  He  did  the  greater  part  of 
the  marketing  and  milling,  driving  an  ox-team. 
The  Indians  were  very  plentiful,  and  he  played 
with  them  a  great  deal,  learning  their  games  and 
language.  Pecox,  the  Chief  of  the  tribe,  would 
tell  the  family  when  Indians  were  on  a  spree  so 
they  could  look  out  for  them  and  protect  themselves- 
When  a  boy,  our  subject  worked  out  at  twenty- 
five  cents  a  day  for  a  short  time,  and  remained  at 
home  on  the  farm  until  twenty-four  years  old,  when 
he  was  married  and  moved  to  his  present  farm  in 
the  same  section  as  the  home  estate. 

The  lady  of  his  choice  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Ellen  Boughn,  to  whom  Mr.  Frakes  was  mar- 
ried in  January,  1859.  She  was  born  in  Wales, 
and  came  to  America  in  her  sixth  year,  with  her 
uncle  Richard  Lewis,  an  early  settler  of  this  county. 
This  worthy  couple  have  had  born  to  them  five 
children:  Mary  E.   (Mrs.  Martin),  Colonel  E.,  Jer- 


534 


PORTRAIT  Ami  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ry  W.,  Joseph   M.  and   Nellie  B.     The   good  wife 
and  mother  passed  from  this  life  April  18,  1890. 

Mr.  Frakes  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming  on  his 
finely  cultivated  place  of  two  hundred  acres,  and 
also  keeps  good  grades  of  all  kind  of  stock.  He 
has  made  all  the  improvements  on  the  place  liim- 
self,  and  erected  his  beautiful,  commodious  house 
in  I860,  and  is  one  of  the  intelligent,  systematic 
pioneers  of  this  county,  where  he  is  well  known 
and  respected  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  con- 
tact. Mr.  Frakes  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Drain  Com- 
missioner of  his  township,  but  failed  to  qualify. 

•i»Biii»i  iiiy'ipi  III  \m  I  I 


ylLLIAM  H.  BALDWIN.  The  earliest  re- 
collections of  this  gentleman  are  associated 
with  the  pioneer  surroundings  of  Brady 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  was  boin, 
September  12,  1836.  In  his  childhood,  Indians 
and  wild  animals  were  more  numerous  than  the 
white  settlers,  and  few  improvements  had  been 
made  in  the  vast  tracts  of  timber  land.  He  has 
witnessed  the  constant  growth  of  the  county  and 
ccmtributed  not  a  little  to  effect  this  highly  desira- 
ble result.  Although  he  still  retains  an  interest  in 
the  old  homestead,  he  resides  on  section  6,  Cooper 
Township,  where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  well-culti- 
vated land. 

At  a  very  early  day,  Phineas  H.  Baldwin,  father 
of  our  subject,  emigrated  from  Champaign  County, 
Ohio,  to  Michigan,  where  he  settled  in  Brady 
Township,  Kalamazoo,  County.  He  also  resided 
for  a  few  years  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  near 
Schoolcraft,  and,  in  1849,  located  in  Cooper  Town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  remained  un- 
til his  death,  three  years  later.  His  wife,  Jane  C. 
Patterson,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1810  and  died 
in  1885.  They  had  a  family  of  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  now  (1892)  living,  our  subject 
being  the  eldest. 

When  William  H.  was  fifteen  years  old,  his  fa- 
ther died  and  two  years  later  he  took  charge  of 
the  farm,  retaining  its  management  until  1869, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  place.  January 
5,  1860,  he  was  married  to  Rachel  Brownell,  who 


died  January  26,  1865,  leaving  one  child,  Arthur, 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  again  married, 
October  8,  1868,  this  time  to  Celeste  S.  Grover,  a 
native  of  Maine  and  a  most  estimable  and  refined 
lady. 

A  member  of  the  Republican  party, Mr.  Baldwin 
is  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  has  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  two  terms  and  Highway  Commis- 
sioner two  terms.  He  and  his  wife  are  faithful 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  active 
in  all  Christian  work.  In  connection  with  farming, 
he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising 
and  has  a  flock  of  fine  sheep,  besides  other  stock  of 
good  grades.  A  practical  farmer  and  good  business 
man,  he  has  secured  a  goodly  amount  of  this 
world's  goods  as  the  reward  of  his  industry  and 
energy. 


V, 
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ARTIIA  (CHANDLER)  HOPKINS,  widow 
of  Robert  Hopkins  and  a  daughter  of  one 
of  the  early  pioneer  families  of  Southern 
Michigan,  has  lived  for  many  years  on  her 
well-appointed  farm  on  section  11,  Charleston 
Township,  enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem  due  to 
her  character  and  position.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  the  township  of  Sharon,  Washtenaw  County, 
her  native  place,  and  November  20,  1834,  the  date 
of  her  birth.  She  comes  of  a  long  line  of  New 
England  ancestry,  being  descended  from  William 
and  Annis  Chandler,  who  settled  in  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  in  1637.  Next  in  line  was  William  Chand- 
ler, Jr.,  of  Ipswich,  Mass., and  his  wife,  Mary  Dane. 
After  them  came  Joseph  and  Mehitable  (Russell) 
Chandler,  of  Andover,  Mass.  They  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Joseph  Chandler,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  Sarah 
Richardson,  who  took  up  their  abode  in  Vermont. 
Their  son  John  followed  in  the  line  of  succession, 
and  he  married  Elizabeth  Esty  and  settled  in 
Greensburg,  Vt. 

The  father  of  our   subject,  Joel    Chandler,  was 
born  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  March  29,  1799,  and  was 
reared  amid  his  native  hills.     He  learned  the  trade 
of  tanner  and  currier  at  Wells  River,  and  was  sub 
sequentl}^  engaged   in  the  butchering  business  at 
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Lockport  and  Batavia^  N.  Y.  In  1833,  he  deter- 
mined to  turn  his  attention  to  farming  on  the  vir- 
gin soil  of  tlje  Territory  of  Michigan,  and, making 
his  wa}^  into  the  wilderness  in  Washtenaw  County, 
he  became  a  pioneer  of  Sharon  Township,  where  he 
proceeded  to  open  up  a  farm.  In  1849,  he  removed 
to  Bedford  Township,  Calhoun  County,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm.  He  afterward  came  to  Charles- 
town  Township,  and  died  here  December  16,  1863. 
He  was  a  man  of  good  parts,  was  greatly  esteemed 
by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  he  was  active  in  public 
matters.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  held 
other  offices,  discharging  his  duties  with  fidelity 
and  due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  township  and 
county.  He  was  truly  pious  and  a  member  in  high 
standing  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
early  manhood,  he  favored  the  Democratic  party, 
but  when  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he 
fell  into  the  ranks,  as  he  was  in  full  sympathy  with 
its  founders  on  questions  of  national  importance. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  married,  in  New  York,  Janu- 
ary 24,  1830,  to  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Lydia  Morse.  She  was  born  April  7,  1805,  in 
New  York.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters:  Lyman,  who  was 
born  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  June  11,  1831,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Minnesota;  Jane,  who  was  born  at 
Batavia,  December  15,  1832,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years;  Martha,  our  subject,  and  her  twin  sister 
Mary,  now  the  wife  of  John  Pye,  of  Battle  Creek; 
Lydia  Ann,  born  January  10,  1837,  in  Washtenaw 
County,  marrying  and  subsequently  dying  at  Chi- 
cago, September  16,  1857;  William,  born  May  7, 
1839,  and  dying  February  2,  1875,  at  Parsons, 
Kan.;  Norris,  who  was  born  September  5, 1844, and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Parsons,  Kan.;  and  Norman,  the 
next  to  the  youngest,  who  was  born  August  22, 
1842,  and  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Mrs.  Hopkins  is  the  third  child  of  the  family 
and  she  was  fifteen  years  old  when  they  removed 
to  Calhoun  County.  She  was  there  married  to 
Robert  Hopkins,  January  1, 1855.  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
a  native  of  Mentz,  N.  Y.,  and  December  30,  1830, 
the  date  of  his  birth.  He  was  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Mary  E.  (Casey)  Hopkins  and  a  grandson  of  David 
and  Hannah  (Parrish)  Hopkins.  His  paternal 
great-grandparents  were  Robert  and  Jennie  (Polk) 


Hopkins.  Robert  Hopkins  is  supposed  to  have 
come  from  Ireland,  and  his  son  David  was  one  of 
the  first  Governors  of  Vermont.  George  Casey,  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  very 
prominent  man  in  politics. 

Mr.  Hopkins  went  to  California  in  1852  to  join 
the  gold-seekers,  and  m  1854,  having  had  sufficient 
experience  of  frontier  life,  he  returned  home  with 
his  gains.  On  going  to  California  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus  and  Gray  town,  he  was  sixty  days  on  the 
water  from  the  Isthmus  to  San  Francisco.  On  his 
return  he  located  at  once  on  the  place  where  his 
family  now  reside,  and  soon  became  an  important 
member  of  the  farming  community  of  Charleston 
Township.  There  were  no  improvements  and  his 
first  work  was  to  build  a  house,  and  he  afterward 
labored  hard  to  develop  the  land,  his  toil  being 
well  repaid  by  the  exceeding  fertility  of  the  soil, 
and  by  the  fine  condition  into  which  he  brought 
his  farm.  He  erected  buildings  of  a  good  class  for 
various  purposes,  and  in  1864  put  up  a  commo- 
dious, well-built,  two-story  frame  house,  at  a  cost 
of  $3,000. 

While  yet  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  with 
seemingly  many  more  years  of  usefulness  before 
him,  his  successful  career  was  brought  to  an  un- 
timely end  by  his  death,  October  20,  1866,  and  the 
whole  community  mourned  his  loss  with  his  be- 
reaved wife  and  children.  He  was  well  known 
and  was  popular  with  his  associates,  as  he  was  a 
whole-souled,  warm-hearted,  manly  man,  pleasant 
in  manner  and  speech,  and  he  was  greatly  missed 
by  his  many  friends.  He  was  also  missed  as  a  valued 
citizen  who  was  an  important  agent  in  building  up 
the  interests  of  the  township  as  he  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable enterprise,  with  a  good  head  to  plan  and 
sufficient  will  to  execute  his  schemes,  and  he  was 
always  alive  to  the  welfare  of  township  or  county, 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  their  well-being. 
He  was  an  unswerving  Democrat  in  his  politics, 
and  in  religion  he  was  a  sound  Methodist,  belong- 
ing to  the  church  and  throwing  himself  earnestly 
into  its  every  good  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  w^ere  blessed  in  their  mar- 
riage by  the  birtl^  of  seven  children,  three  daugh- 
ters and  four  sons,  as  follows:  Carrie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  weeks;  Joel  C,,a  prominent  (ittorney 
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of  Battle  Creek,  who  was  educated  at  Ann  Arbor; 
R.  Henry,  who  manages  the  farm;  Mary  L.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Albert  E.;  John  W., 
a  telegraph  operator  who  has  charge  of  the  Ash- 
land Avenue  Station  at  Chicago;  and  Ida  May,  a 
talented  artist  and  the  wife  of  John  W.De  Emory, 
of  Chicago. 

Robert  Henry,  our  subject's  third  child,  was  born 
January  25,  1859,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives 
with  his  mother  in  Charleston  Township.  He  is 
well  educated,  and  after  leaving  school  taught  one 
term.  He  was  four  years  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State  in  tlie  agency  business.  He  returned  home 
to  take  charge  of  the  farm,  and  has  shown  a  de- 
cided aptitude  for  agricultural  pursuits.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  potatoes,  raising  from  fifteen  hun- 
dred to  two  thousand  bushels  a  year,  and  he  also 
has  the  farm  well  stocked  with  cattle,  horses,  etc. 
He  brings  a  thoughtful,  well-trained  mind  to  his 
work,  is  prompt  in  adopting  new  methods  of  agri- 
culture if  they  are  adapted  to  the  soil  and  environ- 
ments of  the  place,  and  he  is  looked  up  to  by  the 
community,  who  regard  him  as  a  bright  and  saga- 
cious counselor  and  often  go  to  him  for  advice. 
He  is  prominent  in  local  politics  as  an  ardent  Dem- 
ocrat. 


UGH  McCALL.  This  prominent  and 
wealthy  agriculturist  of  Alamo  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  owns  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  excellent  land  on  sections  33 
and  34.  He  has  an  elegant  residence  on  his  estate 
and  operates  his  farm  in  a  most  thorough  and  in- 
telligent manner.  His  estate  bears  all  the  modern 
improvements  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery, and  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  the 
land  is  made  to  yield  handsome  returns. 

Hugh  McCall  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  17,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Dougal 
McCali,  a  native  of  New  York.  The  father  emi- 
grated with  the  family  to  this  State  in  1839,  and 
located  on  Genesee  Prairie,  Kalamazoo  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land.  There 
he  erected  a  small  frame  house  for  the  family,  and 
began  the  work  of  clearing  his  farm  of  the  timber 


and  placing  it  under  cultivation.  He  died  in 
1848.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
also  named  Hugh,  emigrated  from  Scotland  and 
located  in  New  York,  where  he  became  a  tiller  of 
the  soil.  He  died  in  the  '50s,  at  an  advanced 
age. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Jane  McCall,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
She  died  in  1886,  and  was  of  Scottish  ancestry. 
Mr.  McCall,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  eldest  of  the 
parental  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  with  one  exception.  He  was  ten  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  viv- 
idly remembers  many  of  the  incidents  connected 
with  the  long  journey  hither  from  Detroit.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  for  a  short  period, 
but  his  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education 
were  very  limited. 

He  of  whom  we  write  remained  with  his  parents 
until  reaching  his  twenty-fourth  year.  After  his 
marriage,  he  purchased  a  portion  of  his  home  farm 
on  section  34,  Alamo  Township,  and  located  on  it, 
his  residence  here  dating  from  the  spring  of  1854. 
December  22,  1853,  was  the  date  Miss  Elizabeth  A. 
Pierson  became  Mrs.  McCall.  She  was  born  in 
this  State,  and  was  the  daughter  of  David  J.  and 
Ellen  (Burhardt)  Pierson,  natives  respectively 
of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pierson  came  to  Branch  County,  this  State,  in 
1831,  from  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and  kept  a 
tavern  in  Brunson  Prairie.  Mrs.  Pierson  died  in 
1854,  and  he  was  again  married.  He  removed 
to  Kalamazoo  CouiTty  and  settled  on  section  24, 
Oshtemo  Township.  A  year  or  two  later  he 
purchased  land  in  Kalamazoo  Township.  He 
entered  on  first  coming  to  Michigan  twenty  lots 
of  eighty  acres  each  in  Kalamazoo  County.  He  died 
in  1887  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
had  a  family  of  ten  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCall  have  been  granted  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children:  Herbert  H.  married  Annie 
Tallman,  and  resides  in  Alamo  Township;  Byron 
A.  is  deceased;  Frank  L.  married  Ada  Wheeler,  and 
they  make  their  home  in  Hickory  Corners,  Barry 
County,  this  State;  Hattie  E.  is  Mrs.  J.  Travis,  and 
lives  in  Plain  well;  Milo  L.  married  Mattie  Tallman, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


537 


and  resides  near  the  old  homestead;  Bert  A.  mar- 
ried Essie  Tallman,  and  also  resides  in  Hickory 
Corners:  Fred  J.  married  Mary  Adams,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  this  townsnip. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  a 
beautiful  residence  on  his  estate,  and  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  wheat-raising,  reaping  as  much  as  thirty- 
two  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  to  the  hundred- 
acre.  Mr.  McCall  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest 
sense  of  that  term,  as  he  started  out  in  life  with  no 
means  whatever,  and  now  ranks  among  the  wealthy 
and  progressive  agriculturists  of  this  section  of  the 
State. 

^  OSEPH  ANDERSON,  who  has  improved  a 
fine  farm  on  section  23,  Charleston  Town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  now  living  within  its  bor- 
ders. He  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  No- 
vember 8,  1816,  a  son  of  Samuel  Anderson,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  place  as  himself,  and  there 
died  in  the  course  of  time.  He  was  an  industrious 
farmer,  and  was  well  thought  of  by  all  wlio  knew 
him.  He  married  Elizabeth  Wylie,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  County  Antrim,  and  they  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, seven  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  w^oman- 
hood. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  record  is  the 
second  child  and  second  son  of  the  family.  In  his 
youth  he  worked  on  a  farm,  and  he  also  learned  to 
weave  linen.  He  remained  on  his  native  isle 
until  1846,  and  then,  in  the  full  flush  and  strength 
of  a  stalwart  manhood,  he  emigrated  to  America. 
He  landed  in  New  York,  and  worked  tliere  by  the 
month  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1849.  He 
made  Kalamazoo  County  the  objective  point  of 
his  journey,  and  he  found  it  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  pioneers,  with  the  greater  part  of  it  in  a  wilder- 
ness, where  deer,  bears,  wolves  and  other  wild  ani- 
mals that  have  since  left  the  country  abounded. 
Mr.  Anderson  began  life  here  by  working  by  the 
month,  continuing  as  a  laborer  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  bought  the  place  on 
which  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  here  ninety 
acres  of  land,  which   he    has  transformed  into   a 


farm  that  compares  favorably  in  point  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  with  the  many  other  val- 
uable farms  in  Charleston  Township.  It  is  well- 
stocked,  and  it  is  furnished  with  buildings  for 
every  needed  purpose, and  with  modern  machin- 
ery for  carrying  on  farming  operations.  It  is  now 
under  the  capable  management  of  the  eldest  son  of 
our  subject.  Mr.  Anderson  has  been  a  hard-work- 
ing man  in  his  day,  and  is  now  deservedly  enjoy- 
mg  life,  more  at  leisure  than  when  he  was  accumu- 
lating his  property.  He  is  sound  in  heart  and 
head,  is  conscientious  and  straightforward  in  his 
acts,  and  the  entire  community  regard  him  with 
good  will  and  high  esteem.  He  is  truly  religious, 
and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Politically,  he  is  a  true  Republican. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  not  married  until  after  he 
came  to  Michigan.  His  wedding  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Bradley  took  place  in  1856.  She,  too,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  born  in  that  country  near  Lon- 
donderry. She  was  a  capable  woman,  of  a  warm, 
kindly  disposition,  and  was  devoted  heart  and 
soul  to  her  family.  Her  death,  in  1885,  was  a  sad 
blow  to  those  who  knew  and  loved  her.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  in  Charleston  Town- 
ship. Five  children  blessed  the  marriage  of  our 
subject,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
William,  who  was  born  in  Charleston  Township, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  with  his  father, 
and  which  is  under  his  management;  Samuel,  a 
resident  of  Three  Rivers;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Will- 
iam McWilliams,  of  Sanilac  County;  Andrew,  a 
resident  of  the  village  of  Climax;  and  Alpheus, 
who  lives  in  Minnesota.  William  married  Miss 
Minnie  Martin,  a  native  of  Charleston  Township. 
She  died  July  26,  1891,  leaving  two  children, 
Lewis  E.  and  Vollia  E. 


ZARDIS  SANFORD  is  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  13,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of 
Tilly  San  ford,  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  The  fa- 
ther went  on  foot  to  Western  New  York  when  a 
young  man,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
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Wyoming  County,  locating  near  Silver  Lake.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  that  State  until  1838,  when 
he  made  a  prospecting  tour  to  Michigan,  and  was 
so  favorably  impressed  with  the  prospects  of  future 
success  in  the  new  State,  that  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  In  1843, 
he  removed  his  family  hither,  they  making  the 
trip  overland  with  horse-team,  which  journey 
consumed  three  weeks.  Here  Mr.  San  ford  erected 
a  log  house  and  lived  until  his  death,  in  1853, 
when  fifty-nine  years  old. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Nancy  Stetson,  who  was  born  in  Brookfield, 
N.  Y.,  April  12,  1804.  She  is  still  living,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
all  her  life;  her  husband  was  also  connected  with 
that  body.  The  parental  family  included  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  eldest  son, 
Albert,  went  to  California  m  1850  and  died  there 
ten  years  later;  Edwin  passed  from  this  life  in 
1852;  Ariston,  the  second  child,  resides  in  Van 
Buren  County,  this  State;  Adeline  J.  is  the  widow 
of  Wilson  Henry,  and  makes  her  home  in  Howard 
City,  this  State.  Our  subject  was  the  third  child 
in  order  of  birth. 

Zadis  San  ford  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  he  had 
to  walk  three  miles  to  school  in  that  early  day.  He 
aided  his  father  greatly  in  clearing  and  improving 
the  new  home  farm,  and  as  he  was  very  fond  of 
hunting,  has  killed  many  a  deer  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  has  a  fine  pair  of  antlers  from  a  deer 
which  he  killed  in  1848.  In  1851,  Mr.  Sanford 
started  for  the  Golden  State,  leaving  home  Octo- 
ber 6.  Sailing  from  New  York,  he  crossed  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  arrived  in  San  Francisco, 
January  14,  1852.  He  at  once  engaged  in  mining 
and  was  fairly  successful  in  his  operations.  April 
5,  1859,  he  started  on  the  homeward-bound  voy- 
age, and  set  his  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  Wolverine 
State,  Maj^  20  of  that  year.  His  brother  having 
died  a  short  time  after  his  return,  Mr.  Sanford  was 
compelled  to  again  visit  California  and  settle  up 
his  estate,  spending  from  February  7  to  July  4, 
1861,  in  that  Western  country. 

In  1860,  Mr.  Sanford  was  married  to  Miss  Frances 
Bachelder,  a  native  of  Perry,  N.  Y.     Her  parents 


were  pioneers  of  Michigan,  having  come  hither  at 
quite  an  early  day.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Lille tte  married 
George  Hammond;  Wilby  E.  is  married  and  resides 
in  Almon;  Clark  is  also  married;  Louella,  Mrs. 
Wilbery  Snow,  resides  in  Alamo  Township;  Addie 
and  Fred  are  deceased;  and  Newman  resides  at 
home. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  8,  and  eighty 
acres  on  section  17,  Alamo  Township.  He  gives 
his  attention  to  mixed  farming,  and  is  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  calling.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  represented  his  party  as  a  delegate  to 
various  conventions.  He  is  quite  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  and  is  warmly  interested  in  all  pro- 
gressive measures  that  will  benefit  his  community. 


EVI  B.  FISHER.  The  annals  of  the  poor 
boys  who  have  become  rich  men  are  to  be 
found  everywhere  in  America  and  nowhere 
more  than  in  the  rich  and  fertile  West,  for  here  it 
is  that  the  virgin  soil  gave  of  her  wealth  to  the 
sturdy  seeker  after  success.  Our  subject  is  one  of 
the  prominent  farmers  of  Cooper  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  county  and  has  lately  been  embellished  by  the 
erection  thereon  of  a  substantial  brick  residence. 
Good  buildings  adorn  the  place  and  all  the  farm 
machinery  which  is  to  be  found  on  first-class 
estates. 

Levi  B.  Fisher  was  born  in  Lexington,  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  August  17,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of 
Reuben  Fisher,  a  farmer  from  Pennsylvania.  The 
grandfather,  father  of  our  subject,  was  Lanta  Fisher, 
who  came  from  England  in  an  early  day  and  lo- 
cated on  the  banks  of  the  James  River,  in  Virginia. 
He  later  removed  to  Crawford  County,  Pa.  Reuben 
Fisher  went  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  after  his  mar- 
riage, where  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  ^Iliere 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  upon  which  he 
resided  until  his  removal  to  Macomb  County,  this 
State,  in  1840.  His  decease  occurred  in  the  above- 
named  county  in   1851. 
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The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Lovina  Knox,  a  granddaughter  of  Gen.  Henry 
Knox,  the  first  Secretary  of  War  in  the  United 
States.  Her  father  was  John  Knox.  By  her  mar- 
riage with  Reuben  Fisher  eight  children  were  born. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  was  married  a 
second  time  and  passed  from  this  life  in  Kalamazoo 
in  1858. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  given  a  good 
district-school  education  and  left  hom6  when  fif- 
teen years  of  age  and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
1846.  In  February  of  the  following  year  he  pur- 
chased his  farm  in  Cooper  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  which  was  then  little  more  than  a  wilder- 
ness. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  1851  to 
Miss  Louisa  Chamberlain,  who  was  born  in  Lewis- 
town,  Niagara  County,  N,  Y.  in  1830.  Mrs.  Fisher 
was  the  daughter  of  Luther  Chamberlain,  a  native 
of  the  Bay  State.  Her  mother  was  born  in  1807 
in  Canada  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha 
Bemer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1835,  soon  after  their  marriage,  and  first 
located  in  Niles.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  however, 
they  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  in  Cooper 
Township,  entered  a  tract  of  wild  land  from  the 
Government.  They  passed  from  this  life,  aged  re- 
spectively eighty-six  and  sixty -two  years. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Levi  B.  Fisher:  Waldo  L.,  deceased;  Ida  A.,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Jay  Skinner,  and  Frank  B.,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  near  our  subject.  That  persistent 
industry  and  good  judgment  almost  invariably  win 
success  is  a  fact  whose  truth  has  never  been  dis- 
puted, and  upon  the  possessor  of  these  traits  of 
character  fortune  usually  showers  her  choicest 
blessings.  Mr.  Fisher  located  upon  his  now  beau- 
tiful farm  when  it  bore  noimproveraent,whatever, 
but  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  the  land  has  been 
brought  to  a  high  degree  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Plsher  was  reared  a  Whig  politically  and  on 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  joined 
its  ranks.  Since  1884,  however,  he  has  voted  with  the 
Prohibitionists.  He  has  served  his  township  as  High- 
way Commissioner  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  but  did  not  qualify.     He  has 


been  connected  with  the  Congregational  Church  as 
an  active  and  influential  member  for  the  past  thirty- 
five  years,  and  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school at  Cooper  Center  for  twenty  years,  a 
fact  which  speaks  well  for  his  Christian  life.  He 
has  also  acted  as  Superintendent  of  other  Sunday- 
schools  for  several  years.  He  is  now  a  member  of 
the  County  Sunday-school  Executive  Committee 
and  is  always  very  active  in  all  good  works.  He 
has  been  Deacon  of  the  Church  of  his  preference 
for  more  than  twenty  years;  Mrs.  Fisher  is  also 
connected  with  the  Congregational  society. 

Our  subject  owns  ninety  acres  of  land  on  section 
19  and  forty  on  section  18,  Cooper  Township.  In 
addition  to  that  property,  he  is  the  owner  of  an 
eighty-acre  tract  in  Van  Buren  County.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock  and  has 
followed  the  trade  of  a  butcher  for  a  short  time 
in  Kalamazoo,  Englewood  and  Chicago.  Mr. 
Fisher  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense  of 
that  term,  as  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  receiving  no 
aid  whatever  from  father  or  friends. 

Mr.  Fisher  has  been  the  nominee  for  Represen- 
tative, First  District  Kalamazoo  County,  on  the  Pro- 
hibition ticket,  also  Chairman  of  the  County  Com- 
mittee. 
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¥""  ILLIAM  A.  GIBBS.  It  gives  us  pleasure 
to  chronicle  the  events  in  the  career  of  a 
man  whose  tendencies  have  always  been  in 
an  upward  direction.  We  frequently  associate 
chance  with  success,  but  the  etymology  of  the 
word  allows  of  no  such  association.  Success 
is  that  which  crowns  achievement  and  there 
must  be  vigor  and  force  to  achieve.  He  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  and  whose  portrait  ap- 
pears on  the  opposite  page,  is  a  successful  man 
not  only  in  a  business  way,  but  by  rising  to  the  best 
ideal  that  we  have  of  manliness. 

William  A.  Gibbs  is  at  present  residing  on  his 
excellent  farm,  located  on  section  6,  Portage  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Miranda  (Kinne)  Gibbs,  the  former  born  in 
Otsego  County,  N,  Y.,  July  3,  1796,  and  the  latter 
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born  in  Braintrim,  Pa.,  March  25,  1805.  The  par- 
ents came  from  New  York  State  to  this  county  as 
early  as  1832  and  in  October  of  that  year  located 
in  Kalamazoo  Township,  where  the  father  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  upon  which  they  made  their 
home  until  their  decease,  the  motlier  passing  away 
in  August,  1871,  and  the  father  in  October,  1881. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  eldest  son 
and  third  child.  His  birth  occurred  in  Rochester, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  October  4,  1828,  hence  he 
was  a  lad  of  four  years  at  the  time  his  parents  came 
hither.  He  attained  man's  estate  in  Genesee 
Prairie  and  remained  at  home  until  reaching  his 
majority.  In  the  spring  of  1850,  in  company  with 
his  father  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen,  Mr. 
Gibbs  crossed  the  plains  to  California.  They  made 
the  trip  with  horses,  starting  from  home  in  the 
middle  of  March  and  reaching  their  destination 
about  the  middle  of  the  eighth  month.  On  reaching 
the  Golden  State,  he  engaged  in  mining,  in  which 
occupation  he  was  very  successful.  He  returned 
home,  however,  in  January,  1853,  and  in  the  spring 
of  that  year  purchased  his  present  property  on 
section  6,  which  comprises  two  hundred  and  fort}^ 
acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under 
most  thorough  cultivation. 

In  Trowbridge,  Allegan  County,  this  State,  Mr. 
Gibbs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jeanette, 
E.,  daughter  of  Leander  S.  and  Almira  (Crandall) 
Prouty,  the  date  thereof  being  May  10,  1854.  Mr. 
Prouty  was  born  in  DeKalb,  January  27,  1811, 
while  his  good  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
first  saw  the  light  October  3,  1809.  They  made 
the  trip  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1834,  locat- 
ing in  Allegan  County.  Two  years  later,  they  re- 
moved to  Trowbridge  Township,  where  they  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  their  life,  the  father  dying 
February  21,  1883,  and  the  mother  January  18, 
1886.  Mrs.  Gibbs  was  the  eldest  but  one  of  their 
family  of  eight  children,  her  birth  occurring  in 
Otsego,  Allegan  County,  October  6,  1834. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbs  have  been  granted  a 
family  of  five  children,  viz:  Helen  F.,  Gilbert  P., 
Harvey  B.,  Leon,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  eldest  daughter  is  the  widow  of  Morris  Weed; 
Gilbert  married  Leonora  Longwell,  and  is  fanning 


in  this  county.  Our  subject,  although  not  a  poli- 
tician m  the  sense  that  he  is  an  office-seeker,  casts 
his  vote  for  Republican  and  Prohibition  candi- 
dates. He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views  and  is 
greatly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  possessor  of  two 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  and  is  thus 
ranked  among  the  wealthy  and  influential  citizens 
of  the  county.  Mrs.  Gibbs  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Allegan  County.  She  is  a  very  esti- 
mable lady,  and  has  aided  her  worthy  husband 
greatly  in  attaining  his  present  position. 


\f  OHN  HARTMAN,  an  old  settler  of  Wa- 
keshma  Township,  whose  name  is  closely  in- 
tertwined with  the  history  of  its  growth, 
has  borne  an  important  part  in  developing 
the  agricultural  resources  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
and  is  numbered  among  its  most  substantial  and 
well-to-do  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  on 
the  banks  of  the  beautiful  River  Rhine,  near  the 
village  of  Newburk,  May  12,  1830.  Simon  Hart- 
man,  his  father  was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  Margaret 
Noel,  and  they  reared  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely:  Peter,  Thomas,  Hans,  John  and  Margaret 
(Mrs.  Steinart).  The  parents  lived  to  be  quite 
aged,  both  dying  in  the  Fatherland,  the  father  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  the  mother  when 
seventy-five  years  old.  They  were  Lutherans  in 
religion,  and  were  true  Christians. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhoood  on  a  farm.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  baker,  but  never  worked  at 
it  after  coming  to  this  country.  He  was  ambitious 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  America,  and,  as  he  had  no 
means  of  his  own,  he  borrowed  money  to  bring 
him  hither,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  and 
his  brother  Simon,  who  now  lives  in  Ohio,  ven- 
tured forth  from  their  old  home  into  the  untried 
world,  and  crossing  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel  ar- 
rived at  their  destination  after  a  voyage  of  sixty-six 
days.  They  made  their  way  to  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  our  subject  hired  out  on  the  farm 
by  the  month,  and  worked  as  a  laborer  the  ensuing 
four  years,  at  wages  varying  from  ten  to   thirteen 
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dollars  a  month.  In  1855  he  came  to  Michigan, 
and  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  for  some  time 
worked  in  a  sawmill.  He  did  well  as  a  faithful 
hard-working  man,  who  frugally  saved  his  money, 
and  in  time  he  took  a  share  in  the  mill,  thus  get- 
ting a  good  start.  He  found  the  country  here- 
abouts still  very  wild  when  he  came  here,  Indians 
inhabiting  the  forests  and  openings,  and  deer  and 
other  game  were  very  plentiful. 

Mr.  Hartman  was  connected  with  the  mill  for 
about  twelve  years.  In  the  meantime,  he  bought 
fifty-two  acres  of  his  present  farm,  in  1860.  Fifteen 
acres  were  cleared  and  a  plank  house  constituted 
the  only  improvement.  All  the  rest  that  make 
it  so  valuable  is  the  work  of  his  own  hand.  He 
has  added  to  his  original  purchase,  and  has  one 
hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  fine  farming  land, 
of  which  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  are 
under  the  best  of  tillage.  In  1873,  he  erected  a 
handsome,  roomy,  frame  residence,  which  is  the 
seat  of  true  comfort  and  a  never-failing,  cheerful 
hospitality.  Two  large  red  barns  add  to  the  at- 
tractiveness of  the  neat  and  well-kept  place.  The 
older  one,  built  in  1869,  was  the  first  large  barn 
erected  in  this  neighborhood.  The  other  was 
built  in  1888.  Our  subject  has  met  with  more 
than  ordinary  success  in  carrying  on  his  business 
as  a?  general  farmer  and  a  raiser  of  all  kinds  of 
high  graded  stock,  and  he  has  not  only  acquired  a 
handsome  competency,  amply  satisfying  all  his 
personal  wants,  but  he  loans  considerable  sums  of 
money,  and  is  a  shrewd  and  able  financier.  He 
was  poor  when  he  came  here,  but  a  good  capacit}^ 
for  down-right  hard  work,  a  resolute  will,  and  a 
natural  faculty  for  handling  his  affairs  to  the  best 
advantage  have  led  him  to  wealth. 

Mr.  Hartman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Orro  C.  Scott  September  11,  1865,  and  he  thereby 
secured  one  of  life's  choicest  blessings,  ^  true  wife, 
who  has  been  of  material  assistance  to  him  in  the 
making  of  their  home.  She  is  a  woman  of  culture, 
marked  force  of  character,  and  possesses  much  na- 
tive ability.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Foun- 
tain Green,  Hancock  County,  111.,  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1840,  coming  of  the  early  pioneer 
stock  of  that  part  of  the  country.  Her  parents 
were  Augustus  R.  and  Elvira  L.    (Hadley)  Scott. 


Her  father  was  born  near  Cavendish,  Vt.,  and  her 
mother  in  Centreville,  Allegany  County,  N.  Y. 
They  were  married  in  Illinois,  of  which  he  was  an 
early  settler  as  well  as  she.  In  1842  they  came  to 
Michigan,  and  located  in  Schoolcraft  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  they  lived  one  year. 
In  the  fall  of  1843,  they  came  to  Wakeshma  Town- 
ship, and  their 's  was  the  second  family  to  settle  in 
this  township.  Mr.  Scott  had  to  cut  his  road 
into  his  land.  He  had  to  go  to  Kalamazoo  to  trade 
and  to  Battle  Creek  or  to  Marshall  to  mill.  He 
took  up  from  the  Government  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  15,  and  built  a  log  cabin  in  the 
forests  to  shelter  his  family.  He  was  a  famous 
hunter,  and  the  meagre  bill  of  fare  that  the  house- 
keepers of  those  days  were  able  to  offer  to  the 
hungry  ones  around  the  family  board  was  often 
supplemented  at  his  home  by  the  game  he  killed. 
Their  situation  was  lonely,  and  at  night  the 
wolves  used  to  howl  around  their  cabin,  and  the 
beasts  were  so  troublesome  that  Mr.  Scott  had  to 
keep  his  sheep  in  a  high  pen  and  have  a  good  dog 
to  guard  them.  The  Indians  came  about  the 
cabin  frequently  and  traded  venison  and  other 
things.  Mr.  Scott  became  prominent  among  his 
fellow-pioneers,  who  looked  to  him  for  advice  and 
guidance,  and  called  him  to  the  highest  local 
oflfices,  such  as  those  of  Supervisor  and  clerk  of 
the  township,  and  whatever  he  did  he  did  well. 
His  death  in  1863,  when  only  forty-eight  years  old, 
was  a  sore  loss  to  the  community,  but  his  memory 
is  cherished  as  one  of  our  noble  pioneers.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  1886,  when  she  too 
passed  away,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  and  their  daugh- 
ter, the  wife  of  Postmaster  Griggs  at  Fulton,  was 
the  first  white  child  born  within  the  borders  of 
Wakeshma  Township. 

Mrs.  Hartman  was  well  educated,  and  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  as  a  teacher  ten  terms  before 
her  marriage,  teaching  in  this  township,  in  Mendon 
andLeonidas  Townships,  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  in  Athens,  Calhoun  County.  She  attended 
the  first  school  ever  taught  in  Wakeshma  Town- 
ship, which  was  conducted  in  a  primitive  log 
building  at  what  is  known  as  Gardner's  Corners 
and  was    furnished    with   rude  home-made  slab 
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benches  that  had  wooden  pins  for  legs.  The 
school,  which  was  carried  on  hy  the  rate-bill  sys- 
tem, was  taught  by  Jane  Barman,  of  Calhoun 
County,  and  thirteen  children  were  in  attendance. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartman  have  four  children  living, 
as  follows:  Eva  L.,  wife  of  Abram  V.  Striker,  a 
farmer  of  Sherwood  Township,  Branch  County; 
Nellie  M.,  Simon  and  Lyna  B.,  the  latter  three  of 
whom  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Hart- 
man  is  a  member  of  the  Restitution  Church,  or 
Church  of  God,  while  Mr.  Hartman  inclines  to  the 
Lutheran  faith,  to  which  his  fathers  held.  Both 
are  conscientious,  upright  Christians.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  sound  Democrat,  but  he  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  whose  memory  all  men  honor,  irrespec- 
tive of  party. 


"^  ASPER  P.  WARNER,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
lumbering  business,  operating  a  sawmill  in 
Decatur,  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in 
this  community  and  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  its  pioneer  families.  His  father,  Joseph 
Warner,  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
10,  1812,  and  was  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Achsah 
(Eastman)  Warner,  natives  respectively  of  Massa- 
chusetts. By  trade  Josiah  Warner  was  a  mechanic. 
He  removed  to  North  Amherst,  Mass.,  and  in 
the  old  training  days  served  in  the  militia.  He 
was  a  great  athlete,  being  six  feet  high  and  weigh- 
ing one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  He  was  of  a 
roving  disposition  and  his  liberality  was  pro- 
verbial. He  would  give  away  his  last  cent  rather 
than  see  any  one  suffer. 

Joseph  Warner  was  only  two  years  old  when  his 
parents  went  to  North  Amherst,  Mass.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years,  he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he 
worked  at  various  things  until  twenty-three  years 
of  age.  In  1834,  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in 
Volinia  Township,  Cass  County,  where  he  operated 
a  sawmill  and  carried  on  other  business  until  1849, 
when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  until  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  yielded  him  a  golden  tribute.  In  1 843, 
he  lo§t  his  right  leg,  which  wo-s  cut  off  by  a  threshing 


machine,  but  this  did  not  prevent  him  from  work- 
ing.    He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Cass 
County,  coming   to  Michigan  when  the  Indians 
were  more  numerous  than  the  white  settlers.  There 
was  one  old  Indian  called    Shave  Head,   wlio  was 
the  terror  of  all  the    white    people   near.     It    was 
said  that  he  had  ninety-nine  scalps  and  wanted 
one  more.     One  day  while  Mr.  Warner  was  away 
from  home,  he  came  to  the  cabin  and  demanded 
bread.     Mrs.  Warner  said  she  had  none,  but  just 
then  the  wind  blew  the  curtain  from  before   the 
cupboard,  displaying  one  loaf.     Old  Shave   Head 
made  for  it,  but  Mrs.  Warner  was  there  before  him 
and  secured  it.     They  contested  over  that  last  loaf 
for  some  time,  when  some  other  Indians  came  in 
and  took  Shave  Head  away.     The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Fox,  daughter  of  James 
and  Susan  Fox,  who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
from  whence  they  removed  to  Pennsylvania  and 
afterward   to    Ohio,    where  Miss  Fox  became  ac- 
quainted with   Mr.  Warner.     They    were   married 
March  20,  1836,  and  lived  to  celebrate  their  fiftieth 
anniversary,  the  festivities  being  participated  in 
by  a  large  concourse  of  friends  and  relatives.   The 
death  of  Mr.  Warner  occurred  May  10,   1888,  and 
he  was  laid  to  rest  in    the    Pioneer   Cemetery   of 
Volinia   Township.     In    politics,   he    was  a  Whig 
and  afterward  a  Republican  and  he  filled  many 
township  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.      He  was  a  great 
reader  and  was  always  well  informed   on  the  cur- 
rent events  of  the  day.     For  about  forty  years,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  took  an 
active  part  in   its  upbuilding.     He  was  a  man  of 
great  strength  of  character  and  unswerving  integ- 
rity, and  method  marked  every  thing  he  did.    He 
believed  in  having   a  place  for  every  thing  and 
every   thing   in    its    place.      His  widow,    a   mcst 
estimable  lady,  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead, 
five  miles  south  of  Decatur.     They  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  one  daughter,  all  grew  to  mature 
years,  while  eight  are  yet  living,  namely:     Jasper 
P.;  Josiah  S.,  of  Decatur  Township;   Mary,  wife  of 
C.  W.  Wilson,  of  Decatur;  Louisa  J.,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homestead;  Milton  F.,  also  residing  there; 
Lucian  E.,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  Albert  C,  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Volinia  Township,  Cass  County;  Asa  A.,  of 
Dowagiac;  Frank,  who  died  in  early  manhood,  and 
Ada  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half 
years. 

Jasper  Warner,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  born  in  Volinia  Township,  Cass  County,  Nov- 
ember 3,  1837,  being  one  of  the  first  white  children 
born  in  that  locality.  Under  the  parental  roof,  he 
remained  until  his  marriage,  on  the  29th  of  Nov- 
ember, 1860,  when  Miss  Zerilda  Goble  became  his 
wife.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Goble,  wiio  was 
the  first  white  settler  on  Little  Prairie  Ronde  and 
his  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a 
farm  which  Mr.  Warner  rented  of  his  father-in-law, 
and  after  a  year  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in 
Volinia  Township,  where  he  spent  a  year  and  a 
half.  Three  months  were  spent  in  Decatur,  after 
which  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for  six  months. 
We  later  find  him  in  Charleston,  and  afterward  in 
Johnsonville,  where  he  ran  a  sawmill  for  six 
months.  Next  he  purchased  a  farm  adjoining  his 
father's  in  Cass  County,  which  he  operated  for  two 
years,  when  he  came  to  Decatur,  where  for  half  a 
year  he  again  carried  on  a  sawmill  and  gristmill. 
In  other  places,  he  carried  on  sawmills  and 
ultimately  returned  to  the  old  homestead  upon 
which  he  was  born.  He  there  passed  two  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  farming  implements  with 
excellent  success  for  ten  years  and  also  carried  on 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  the 
city.  He  has  owned  at  various  times  about  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Volinia  Township.  While 
in  Dowagiac,  he  made  several  inventions  which 
have  since  become  quite  valuable.  On  discontinu- 
ing manufacturing  interests,  Mr.  Warner  came  to 
Decatur,  wdiere  he  has  since  carried  on  the  milling 
and  lumbering  business.  He  was  also  proprietor 
of  a  grocery  store  for  some  time  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  was  blessed 
with  seven  children:  Ada  C, born  October  19,  1861, 
is  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Van  Antwerp,  of  Dowagiac; 
Lor  in  V.,  born  March  3,  1863,  resides  in  Decatur; 
Minnie  E.,  born  November  20,  1866,  is  the  wife  of 


Prof.  William  Jessup,  Principal  of  the  schools  of 
Eau  Claire,  Mich.;  Carl  W.,  born  December  16, 
1868,  Paul  C,  March  10,  1872,  and  Roe  P.,  Sept- 
ember 27,  1874,  are  still  at  home.  One  child  died 
in  infancy. 

In  connection  with  his  other  business  interests, 
Mr.  Warner  owns  forty-two  acres  of  land  in  De- 
catur Township,  where  he  raises  mint  and  manu- 
factures peppermint  oil.  He  is  a  sagacious  and 
far-sighted  business  man  who  is  now  enjoying  a 
lucrative  trade  that  he  has  secured  through  his  own 
efforts  and  his  fair  and  honest  dealing.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  Prohibitionist,  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Village  Council  as  Treasurer,  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  and  Director  of  the  school 
district.  He  belongs  to  the  Legion  of  Honor  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he 
is  a  prominent  and  faithful  worker.  While  in 
Dowagiac,  he  was  instrumental  in  building  a 
church  at  that  place  and  has  also  done  much  for 
the  same  cause  in  Decatur.  For  sixty-eight  days, 
he  was  upon  the  grounds,  personally  supervising 
the  building  of  the  house  of  worship  in  Decatur. 
For  about  nineteen  years,  he  has  served  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  in  liis  labors 
in  the  Master's  vineyard  is  untiring.  His  integrity 
is  above  question  and  his  honorable,  upright  life  is 
well  worthy  of  emulation. 


4^ 


^  NSON  WOODING.  This  old  pioneer  and 
lul  prominent  citizen  of  Ross  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  was  born  in  Tioga  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  7,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of 
Edmund  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Green)  Wooding,  na- 
tives of  Connecticut.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides 
of  the  houses  are  English  and  the  Greens  trace 
their  genealogy  back  to  Denmark,  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  where  our  subject  is  the  seventh  gen- 
eration as  traced  back  in  the  "Winslow  Memorial.'' 
The  Wooding  family  originated  in  America  from 
four  brothers  who  emigrated  hither  in  an  early 
day.  They  bore  the  respective  names  of  John, 
Aner,  Cyrus  and  Calvin. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  having  died  when  he 
was  four  years  of  age,  the  father  returned  to  Con- 
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necticut,  and  Anson  made  his  home  with  his  pat- 
ernal grandmother  until  reaching  his  fourteenth 
year.  He  then  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count, working  out  on  farms  during  the  summer 
and  attending  school  in  the  winter.  He  continued 
thus  until  seventeen  years  old  and  then  was  en- 
gaged as  a  mercantile  traveler,  visiting  in  a  busi- 
ness way  some  thirteen  States.  He  went  to  New 
York  City  three  years  later  and  established  in  the 
mercantile  business  on  his  own  account,  having  a 
splendid  retail  trade  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
later,  in  partnership  with  W.  A.  Pi  got,  engaged  in 
manufacturing  brushes  in  New  York  City,  and  also 
dealt  in  paints,  oils,  etc.  They  continued  prosper- 
ously together  until  1857. 

Anson  Wooding  was  married,  May  8,  1842,  to 
Martha  Heamstead,  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
her  natal  day  being  December  14,  1819.  Mrs. 
Wooding  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Jane 
E.  Heamstead,  her  father  a  native  of  Holland  and 
her  mother  born  in  England.  Her  parents  dying 
when  she  was  quite  young,  Mrs.  Wooding  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  an  older  sister  and  received 
a  good  education.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  granted  three  children,  viz:  Mary  E., 
who  is  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Curtis,  of  Petoskey,  this 
State;  Edmund  A.,  at  home,  and  Ella  A.,  Mrs. 
Morris  Krickl,  who  makes  her  home  in  New  York 
City. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  obtained  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  although  he  did  not 
enjoy  the  advantages  which  are  offered  the  youth 
of  the  present  day.  He  has  been  a  systematic  and 
judicious  .reader  and  is  a  gentleman  who  is  thor- 
oughly informed  upon  all  the  leading  topics  of 
the  day.  In  1857,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
purchasing  a  farm  on  section  8,  Ross  Township, 
whither  he  brought  his  family  a  year  later.  His 
tract  was  little  more  than  a  wilderness  when  he  lo- 
cated upon  it,  but  by  persistent  industry  he  soon 
put  it  under  thorough  cultivation.  The  family 
made  their  home  in  a  log  cabin  for  a  time,  but  that 
little  house  soon  gave  way  to  a  more  commodious 
and  comfortable  residence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood- 
ing have  endured  their  share  of  the  privations  and 
hardships  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  pioneer  and 
are  now  reaping  the  reward  of  their  early  toil,  re- 


tired from  the  active  duties  of  life.  In  1884,  they 
removed  to  a  pleasant  home  in  Augusta  village, 
where  they  are  still  residing. 

Mr.  Wooding  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acres  of  land  in  Ross  Township  and  also  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Climax  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  the 
truest  sense  of  that  term  but  gives  all  due  credit 
of  his  present  standing  in  the  financial  world  to 
the  counsel  and  good  management  of  his  excellent 
wife.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  served  as 
President  of  the  Village  Board  of  Augusta  for  six 
years.  With  his  wife,  he  is  an  active  and  influ- 
ential member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and,  socially,  is  a  Mason.  Mrs.  Wooding  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  is  interested  in 
ail  good  works. 


^    I   '   I   '      I  I s  t 


OHN  LATTA,  deceased.  The  sketch  here 
given  is  that  of  a  former  citizen  of  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  born  in  New  York 
State  in  1794,  and  was  a  tanner  by  trade, 
running  the  first  mill  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
with  his  father  James,  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  The  father  was  an  influential  man  and  came 
to  this  country  with  considerable  money  and 
erected  a  number  of  gristmills.  Our  subject  had 
a  number  of  these  under  his  management  until  he 
was  fifty  years  old.  He  then  engaged  in  farming 
until  the  year  1854,  when  he  came  to  visit  Albert 
Latta,  his  son,  and  passed  from  this  life  on  his 
way  home  on  the  steamer  "Mayflower." 

Our  subject  was  a  hero  of  the  War  of  1812,  and 
had  his  tannery\  and  all  his  property  burnt  and 
destroyed  at  the  time  the  frontier  was  burned. 
He  just  escaped  with  his  family  by  the  soldiers 
holding  the  British  at  bay  until  he  got  his  house- 
hold effects  loaded  on  a  sled.  When  coming  back 
from  their  place  of  refuge  they  found  they  were 
entirely  destitute.  The  Government  remunerated 
them  somewhat  for  their  loss.  His  wife's  name  was 
Pomelia  Smith,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  descen- 
dant of  old  Yankee  stock.  They  had  ten  children 
born  to  them,  two  girls  and  eight  boys.  Two  are 
now   living   besides   Albert.     Benjamin,  now  en- 
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gaged  in  farming  in  Wisconsin,  is  quite  well-to-do 
and  has  a  famil}^  of  six  boys  and  four  girls,  all  of 
whom  are  well  educated,  the  boys  all  being  either 
doctors  of  medicine  or  doctors  of  law.  Walter 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  New  York  State,  and  has 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  have  grown  to  years 
of  maturity. 

Albert  Latta  started  out  in  life  for  himself  when 
twenty-one  years  old,  but  previous  to  this  time 
had  become  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  farm 
life  on  the  home  estate.  He  at  first  worked  a  farm 
in  New  York  on  shares  and  finally  purchased  a 
small  farm  of  his  own,  and  after  working  it  a 
short  time  sold  out  and  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
in  Oshtemo  Township  on  Grand  Prairie,three  miles 
from  the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  in  1853.  He  pur- 
chased a  part  of  this  place  at  the  same  time  Senator 
Stockbridge  bought  his  stock  farm,  the  two  places 
being  adjacent.  He  has  fine  brick  buildings,  and 
splendid  hedge  fences,  etc.,  and  the  place  consisted 
of  two  hundred  acres  at  the  time  of  purchasing. 
He  since  added  another  one  hundred.  Mr.  Latta, 
however,  divided  his  farm  last  winter,  giving  two 
of  his  sons,  Myron  O.  and  Addison  J.,  each  eighty 
acres. 

In  the  year  1847,  Lois  Orton  became  the  wife  of 
Albert  Latta.  Mrs.  Latta  is  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Orton,  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  Seven  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union,  five  boys  and  two 
girls,  namely:  Willard  A.  is  married  and  lives  in 
Nebraska;  Myron  O.  is  also  married  and  lives  at 
home;  Almeda  married  William  Montague,  of 
whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
Record;  DeLacey  A.  is  married  and  living  in 
Florida;  Walter  is  a  resident  of  Minnesota  and  is 
married;  Addison  J.  married  Miss  Luella  Washburn 
and  is  at  home;  Clara  is  also  yet  a  resident  at  home. 
The  family  are  well  respected  by  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  they  reside. 


TEPHEN   V.    R.    EARL,   an    enterprising 

merchant  and  Postmaster  at  Cooper,  was 

born  in  Providence,  Saratoga  County,  N. 

Y.,  March  24,  1824.     His   parents,  David 

and  Selima  A.  (Fuller)  Earl,  w^ere  natives,  respec- 


tively, of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York,  and  were 
married  in  the  latter  State.  In  1855,  they  emi- 
grated to  Michigan,  settling  in  Cooper  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  they  died  April  19  and 
20,  1864,  respectively,  and  were  buried  at  the  same 
time  in  the  cemetery  in  Cooper  Township. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  moved  to  Orleans 
County  when  he  was  but  eight  months  old,  where 
he  spent  his  early  years,  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  until  he  was  thirteen  and  also  two 
winter  terms  afterward,  besides  being  a  student  in 
Nunda  Institute  about  five  months.  However,  his 
education  has  been  mainly  self-acquired  and  is 
the  result  of  reading  and  observation.  March  20, 
1838,  he  commenced  to  work  at  a  salary  of  16 
per  month,  being  employed  in  a  machine  shop  for 
several  years  and  engaged  in  wagon-making. 

On  account  of  ill  health,  Mr.  Earl,  in  1853,  dis- 
continued work  at  his  trade  and  began  to  clerk  in 
a  store,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  In 
1856,  he  came  to  Cooper  Township  and  for  nine 
years  was  employed  as  a  carpenter,  later  buying  a 
farm  in  the  township  of  Ross  where  he  moved  in 
1864.  In  1883,  he  returned  to  the  village  of 
Cooper  and  purchased  the  store  which  he  still  car- 
ries on  with  success.  He  has  a  stock  of  drj'-goods, 
groceries,  etc.,  and  by  his  uniformly  fair  dealing 
with  his  customers  has  won  the  approbation  and 
favor  of  the  people. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Earl  united  him  with 
Miss  Ly dia  M.  Fishell,  of  New  York,  w^ho  died 
about  two  years  after  their  union.  December  16, 
1863,  he  was  again  married  this  time  to  Miss  Nancy 
E.  Delano,  sister  of  Mrs.  Henry  V.  Skinner,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  For  her 
family  history  the  reader  is  referred  to  that 
sketch.  Mrs.  Earl  was  born  on  section  17,  Cooper 
Township,  in  1836,  and  has  spent  the  greater 
portion  of  her  life  in  this  community.  She 
has  one  surviving  child,  S.  Yene  R.  Sandford 
D.,  who  was  born  September  19,  1871,  died  March 
31,  1876.  Mrs.  Earl  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  the  support  of  which 
our  subject  is  a  generous  contributor. 

In  his  social  connections,  Mr.  Earl  has  been  a 
Mason  for  thirty  years  and  an  Odd  Fellow  since 
1847,  having  first  joined  Bloomingdale  Lodge,  No. 
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182,  in  New  York  City.  He  belongs  to  the 
Grange,  No.  24,  in  Ross  Township,  and  the  Sons 
of  Temperance.  He  is  a  firm  upholder  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served 
as  Township.  Clerk  for  two  years.  Supervisor  two 
years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term  and  Notary 
Public  since  1862.  While  in  Ross  Township,  he 
was  Supervisor  for  ten  years,  and  served  as  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Board  during  two  years  of 
that  time.  In  1883,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Cooper  and  has  since  held  that  position,  dis- 
charging its  duties  with  great  efficiency  and  ex- 
cellent judgment. 


G 


USTAVUS  M.  GATES,  a  successful  farmer 
f  ^^w7  ^^  Comstock  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
^^  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  on 
Christmas  Day,  1841.  His  father,  Reynold  M., 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  January  25, 
1807,  and  in  early  manhood  located  upon  a  farm  in 
Monroe  County,  where  he  remained  until  his  death 
December  16,  1891.  A  prominent  man  in  public 
aflfairs,  he  served  as  Supervisor  six  years,  and  was 
known  as  a  stanch  Republican.  A  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  he  was  active  in  its  support, 
and  held  offices  for  a  number  of  years. 

Clarissa  Parmelee,  as  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  known  in  maidenhood,  was  born  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1809,  and  died  May  24,  1852. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  one  of  whom, 
a  daughter,  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are: 
Lyman  M.,  Curtis  M.  and  Gustavus  M.  The  last- 
named  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  and  finished 
his  schooling  in  Galesburg,  this  State.  He  enlisted 
in  1862,  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Eighth 
New  York  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Andrews,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  which  so 
disabled  him  that  he  received  his  discharge  soon 
after. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Gates  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Frances  O.  Birdsell,  who  died  in  Kalamazoo, 
September  15,  1875.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children,  namely:  Lyman  M.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Marvin  B.,  of  Galesburg;  and  Clar- 


issa M.,  who  resides  with  her  father.  Mr.  Gates 
contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  June  24, 
1877,  choosing  as  his  wife  Alice  M.  Byington,  who 
was  born  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  August  8,  1851.  Her 
father,  Randall  Byington,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
who  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  died  when 
eighty  years  old.  Her  mother,  Mary  (Scott)  By- 
ington, makes  her  home  in  Galesburg. 

When  five  years  old,  Mrs.  Gates  came  to  Gales- 
burg, where  she  was  reared  to  womanhood.  She 
is  an  amiable,  cultured  lady,  and  the  mother  of  one 
child.  Alma,  who  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  in  1879. 
Mr.  Gates  came  to  Michigan  in  1865,  and  located 
in  Eaton  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres,  and  remained  two  years. 
Selling  that  place,  he  bought  a  sawmill  near  Hast- 
ings, Bariy  County,  and  carried  on  the  business 
about  two  years,  until  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  its  one  hundred  acres. 

One  and  one-half  years  after  settling  upon  that 
farm,  Mr.  Gates  removed  to  Kalamazoo  where  he 
was  Deputy  Sheriff  and  Marshal  of  the  city,  or 
Chief  of  the  Police,  for  fourteen  years.  Then  pur- 
chasing one  hundred  and  ten  acres  where  he  now 
resides,  he  began  a  general  farming  business,  which 
he  has  since  conducted.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
politically,  and  now  represents  his  township  on  the 
Countj^  Board  of  Supervisors,  which  position  he 
has  held  for  three  years.  He  was  Constable  of 
Portage  Township,  and  has  been  officially  connected 
with  the  schools  of  the  township  for  seven  years. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  Templar,  be- 
longing to  Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No.  8,  also  a  member 
of  Orcutt  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Kalamazoo.  He  and 
his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Galesburg,  in  which  he  was  Trustee  for 
some  time. 


l>^^^% 


W>w 


CQ>^ 


'^^^ORMAN  S.  WHITNEY  is  the  present  pop- 
I  If/  ular  and  efficient  Supervisor  of  Richland 
^dL>  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  at 
present  residing  in  the  Village  of  Richland,  where 
he  ranks  among  the  well-to-do   and  respected  citi- 


5^^^<.A^^^^   (yo-^^C^  ^<^o^t<^<^^ 


C<^</z^   /]/^^iy^z,^c/^^^ 
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zens  of  the  place.  He  is  a  native  of  Windsor 
County,  Vt.,  his  natal  day  being  December  28, 
1836.  His  parents,  Norman  K.  and  Mary  (Pratt) 
Whitney,  were  natives  of  New  England  and  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  our  subject  is  of  English 
descent. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  the  age 
of  nineteen  in  his  native  State,  and  in  1855  came 
to  Kalamazoo  Count}'^,  where  he  has  been  a  con- 
tinuous resident  and  whither  his  parents  had  re- 
moved some  time  previous.  Of  the  five  children 
comprising  the  parental  family,  three  are  living, 
namely:  Daniel  R.,  William,  and  our  subject. 
Mr.  Whitney  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
public  schools,  which  was  later  supplemented  by  an 
attendance  at  the  academy  in  Springfield,  Vt. 

Our  subject  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  al- 
though he  has  at  different  times  branched  out  into 
other  lines  of  business.  In  1889,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  George  A.  Knappen,  they  operat- 
ing under  the  firm  name  of  Knappen  &  Whitney, 
and  did  an  extensive  business  in  grain,  produce 
and  wool. 

Norman  S.  Whitnej^  was  married,  September  3, 
1861,  to  Augusta,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Cynthia 
(Morse)  Nevins.  Mrs.  Whitney  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, August  28,  1842,  and  is  tlie  sister  of  Mrs.  C. 
W.  Jones,  of  Richland  Township,  this  county.  She 
was  in  her  second  year  when  her  parents  emigra- 
ted to  this  State,  and  was  given  a  splendid  educa- 
tion, attending  the  Prairie  Seminary  at  Richland. 
By  her  union  with  our  subject  have  been  born  four 
children,  viz:  Mar}^  C,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  H. 
Bennett;  Rose  M.,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Lamb;  Wilber  C; 
and  Emma  M. 

The  landed  possessions  of  our  subject  include 
two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  property,  which  is 
under  most  excellent  cultivation  and  improved 
with  all  necessary  buildings  and  machinery.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Whitney  is  a  Republican  and  has 
served  his  fellow-townsmen  as  Treasurer  of  Rich- 
land Township  for  two  years.  He  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  serving  his  sixth  year  as  Supervisor,  per- 
forming all  the  duties  of  that  responsible  position 
in  a  most  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner.  Mrs. 
Whitney  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Pres- 
25  K 


byterian  Church  and  is  active  in  all  good  works. 
Our  subject,  socially,  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a  gentleman 
whose  progressive  ideas  lead  him  to  take  a  prom- 
inent position  in  all  measures  which  tend  to  ele- 
vate the  society  of  his  community. 

Two  brothers  of  Mr.  Whitney  were  soldiers  in 
the  late  Civil  War.  Cyrus  lost  his  life  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  Henry  Whitney  had 
his  right  arm  shot  off  at  the  siege  of  Petersburg. 
The  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  trace  their 
lineage  back  to  the  "Mayflower."  Mr.  Whitney  is 
well  and  favorably  known  to  this  section  and  we 
are  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  his  sketch  to  our 
readers. 


^♦♦♦♦/^ 


-^♦♦♦♦^ 


^^♦♦♦♦t: 
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\l7  EWIS  S.  BURDICK,  a  prominent  resident 
I  {®  ^^  Texas  Township,  is  well  known  through- 
;|Lj^^  out  Kalamazoo  County  as  one  of  its  success- 
ful farmers  and  representative  citizens.  His  highly 
cultivated  farm  on  section  27  consists  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  acres,  conveniently  divided 
into  pastures  and  fields  set  off  with  neat  fencing. 
Machiner}^  containing  the  latest  improvements  has 
been  introduced  to  aid  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
place,  and  substantial  buildings  indicate  the  own- 
er's prosperity. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
were  Sanford  and  Abigail  (Lee)  Burdick,  natives 
respectively  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
who  after  their  marriage  in  Connecticut  moved 
to  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Michigan  in 
1834,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Charleston  Town- 
ship. They  remained  there  until  called  hence  by 
death,  she  in  1835  and  he  three  years  later.  They 
had  a  family  of  six  children,  and  Lewis  S.,  who 
is  third,  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1820. 

When  about  fourteen  3^ears  old,  Mr.  Burdick 
came  with  his  parents  to  Charleston  Township, 
where  his  boyhood  days  were  passed.  He  was 
married  in  Texas  Township,  December  11,  1842, 
to  Miss    Aby,   daughter  of  Albert  O.  and  Lucinda 


554 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


(Douglass)  Towers,  old  settlers  of  the  township, 
having  come  hither  in  1836  and  remained  here 
until  their  death.  Mrs.Burdick  was  born  in  Chit- 
tenden, Vt.,  February  11,  1826,  and  was  a 
small  child  when  she  came  with  her  parents  to  this 
county,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  under 
the  careful  training  of  her  parents  became  a  re- 
fined and  accomplished  lady.  Religiously,  Mrs. 
Burdick  was  a  strong  Spiritualist.  Mrs.  Aby  Bur- 
dick  departed  this  life  September  8,  1881. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdick  were  not  blessed  with 
children  of  their  own,  but  adopted  four,  two, 
having  died  in  childhood;  upon  the  remaining 
two,  who  are  now  in  homes  of  their  own  they 
have  bestowed  the  most  careful  attention.  Fitz 
H.  married  Miss  Ell  I  a  Clapp,  and  Agnes  J.  is  the 
wife  of  William  J.  Campbell.  While  Mr.  Bur- 
dick resided  in  Charleston  Township,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lime  for  about  four 
years,  but  with  that  exception  he  always  followed 
farming  pursuits. 

Mr.  Burdick  was  again  married,  April  15,  1882, 
Mrs.  Laura  M.  Yoke  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  April  18,  1826. 
and  is  the  daughter  of  William  Tanner,  a  native  of 
New  York,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Burdick  was  a 
resident  of  Paw  Paw,  Yan  Buren  Countj^,  for  nearly 
forty  years,  and  has  resided  in  Kalamazoo  County 
only  during  the  last  ten  years.  Throughout  the 
community  where  she  resides,  she  is  highly  esteemed 
and  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  her  portrait, 
together  with  that  of  Mr.  Burdick. 

With  the  public  life  of  the  community,  Mr.  Bur- 
dick has  for  years  been  closely  identified  and  has 
represented  Texas  Township  on  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors  and  also  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  about  thirty  years.  He  has  filled  almost 
every  position  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men, and,  in  connection  with  the  Republican  and 
Greenback  parties,  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs.  A  man  of  deep  thought  and  ex- 
tensive reading,  he  is  a  close  investigator  of  all 
modern  phases  of  belief  and  his  studies  have  re- 
sulted in  an  ardent  belief  in  spiritualism,  in  which 
his  wife  also  joins.  He  was  formerly  connected 
with  the  State  Association  of  Spiritualists  and 
was  President  of  the  organization  for  two  years. 


He  was  also  President  of  the  Southwestern  Mich- 
igan Spiritualists'  Association  for  a  period  of 
twelve  years,  and  contributed  greatly  to  the  suc- 
cess of  that  organization. 


-^ 


ARTIN  YAN  DUZER.  A  life  of  industry 
and  energy  almost  invariably  brings  its 
reward  in  the  possession  of  a  goodly 
amount  of  this  world's  goods  as  well  as 
in  the  confidence  of  those  among  whom  one's  lot 
may  have  been  cast.  In  his  agricultural  enter- 
prises, Mr.  Yan  Duzer  has  been  especially  fortunate 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  fortj^ 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
The  residence  and  barns  are  among  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  conveniently  arranged  of  any  in  the 
community,  and  the  entire  estate  indicates  the 
thrift  of  the  proprietor. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Alonzo,  was  probably 
born  in  Ohio;  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Ann  Higgins,  was  a  native  of  England,  who  emi- 
grated directly  from  her  native  land  to  Kalamazoo 
County.  Here  they  were  married  and  afterward 
settled  in  the  northern  part  of  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  where  they  remained  for  a  number  of 
years.  Mr.  Yan  Duzer,  Sr.,  was  called  from  the 
busy  scenes  of  earth  in  the  fall  of  1845,  while  he 
was  still  in  life's  prime.  The  mother  survived 
until  about  1861,  when  she,  too,  pa*ssed  away. 

The  next  to  the  oldest  among  five  children, 
Martin  Yan  Duzer  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  November  11, 
1838.  He  has  always  resided  in  the  place  of  his 
birth,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  during 
which  he  was  a  resident  of  New  York.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  near  his  home,  there 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  broad  and  liberal 
education  which  he  has  since  acquired  by  observa- 
tion and  reading. 

May  3,  1863,  Mr.  Yan  Duzer  was  married  in 
Prairie  Ronde  Township  to  Miss  Harriet  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Bazzel  and  Almira  (Abbey)  Harrison 
(See  sketch  of  Dr.  B.  Harrison  eLe where  in  this 
volume).  The  second  among  eight  children,  Mrs. 
Yan  Duzer  was  bom  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
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January  3,  1839,  and  had  always  made  her  home 
in  this  township,  where  slie  received  her  education 
in  childhood  and  was  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  afterward  came  to  her  as  wife  and  mother. 
The  home  is  blessed  by  the  presence  of  three 
children  who  remain  to  brighten  their  parents' 
hearts  and  lives:  Alonzo,  Jesse  M.  and  Harriet 
Ann. 

A  man  of  retiring  disposition,  Mr.  Van  Duzer 
has  attended  strictly  to  his  farming  pursuits  and 
has  sought  neither  the  honors  nor  the  emoluments 
of  public  position.  His  fellow-citizens  have  called 
upon  him  to  serve  in  official  capacities  upon  dif- 
ferent occasions  and  he  has  served  efficiently  as 
Highway  Commissioner,  also  in  other  local  posi- 
tions. He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  with 
his  family  is  a  welcome  guest  at  the  social  gather- 
ings of  the  neighborhood. 


eHARLES  W.  JONES,  who  is  the  possessor 
of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  on  section  23,  Richland  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  and 
progressive  citizens  of  this  section.  In  addition 
to  raising  the  cereals,  he  devotes  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  of 
which  he  has  some  fine  specimens. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of  Kings- 
borough,  Fulton  County  N.  Y.,  his  natal  day  being 
March  1,  1825.  His  parents,  Ephraim  and  Desire 
(Williams)  Jones,  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  our  subject  was  reared  to  mature  years. 
In  1847,  he  emigrated  to  Kalamazoo  County  and, 
locating  in  Richland  Township,  has  since  made  this 
place  his  home.  Mr.  Jones  has  been  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  all  his  life,  with  which  occupation 
for  a  number  of  years  he  added  that  of  buying 
and  selling  stock,  in  which  business  he  was  very 
successful. 

For  over  thirty  years  the  original  of  this  sketch 
has  been  agent  for  a  large  firm  in  Lowell,  Mass., 
buying  wool  for  them,  and  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years  he  has  been  their  State  agent.  He  of  whom 
we  write  and  Miss  Eunice  M.  Nevins  were  united 
in   marriage  April  5,    1848.     Mrs.  Jones  was  a  na- 


tive of  Orange  County,  Vt.,  her  birth  occurring 
August  4,  1830.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Cynthia  (Morse)  Nevins,  natives  of  New 
England.  In  1 844,  Miss  Eunice  accompanied  her 
parents  on  their  removal  to  this  county,  locating 
in  Richland  Township,  where  the  father  died  in 
1858.  Mrs  Nevins  survived  her  husband  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  passed  away  in  1883.  The 
parental  family  included  nine  children,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  Cynthia  O.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  S.  W.  Hale,  of  Bedford,  this  State;  her  first  hus- 
band was  E.  P.  Webster,  by  whom  she  had  two 
children.  Mrs.  Jones;  Sarah  M.,  who  married 
Elben  Knappen,  who  died,  and  she  became  the 
wife  of  Marcus  Riker,  of  Hastings,  Mich.;  and 
Augusta  M.,  Mrs.  Stebbins  Whitney,  of  Richland. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  five  children  have 
been  granted,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Alfred  W., 
who  resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Charles  E.,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Richland  Township;  and 
Cynthia  D.  Mrs.  Jones  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject  served  as 
Treasurer  of  Richland  Township  for  two  terms  and 
socially  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  ord(jr  in 
Richland.  He  is  a  man  whose  word  is  considered 
as  good  as  his  bond  and  is  one  of  the  progressive 
and  liberal  citizens  of  the  county  where  he  is  so 
well  and  widely  known.  Mr.  Jones  received  his 
education  in  the  academies  at  Kingsborough  and 
Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  and  for  five  years  taught  school 
in  those  villao^es. 


^i- 


kYMAN  QUA.  One  by  one  the  aged  citizens 
of  Kalamazoo  County  are  passing  away, 
leaving  to  their  descendants  the  heritage 
won  by  years  of  toil  and  privations  amid  dangers 
seen  and  unseen.  Among  those  who  have  gone  to 
their  last  rest  is  Mr.  Qua,  who  was  formerly  iden- 
tified with  the  farming  community  of  Comstock 
Township.  The  fine  farm  which  he  gained  by  in- 
dustry and  economy  is  now  ably  managed  by  his 
widow,  who  is  a  lady  of  executive  ability  and  ex- 
cellent judgment.  She  hires  the  work  done,  but 
personally  oversees  the  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  comprising  the  estate,  and,  in  connection  with 
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general  farming,  owns  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
head  of  sheep  and  other  stock. 

Born  m  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  July  17, 
1816,  Mr.  Qua  was  the  son  of  Robert  and  Anna 
(Powell)  Qua,  the  latter  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  former  probably  a  native 
of  the  same  place.  The  seventh  child  in  their 
family,  Lyman,  was  reared  in  the  Empire  State, 
whence  he  removed  to  Michigan  in  the  year  1869, 
locating  upon  the  place  where  his  widow  now  re- 
sides. From  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served 
as  Trustee,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  which  he 
gave  as  he  was  prospered.  Throughout  the  county 
lie  was  well  known  as  a  sincere  Christian,  a  strong 
Republican,  and  a  public-spirited  citizen.  His 
death  occurred  January  1,  1883,  and  his  remains 
now  lie  buried  in  Oak  Cemetery,  Comstock  Town- 
ship. 

Martha  Jane  Getty,  as  Mrs.  Qua  was  known  in 
maidenhood,  was  bcrn  in  Sandy  Hill,  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  18,  1818.  Her  father,  John 
Getty,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
and  was  a  grocer  at  Sandy  Hill,  also  Sheriff  of  the 
county.  He  served  during  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs. 
Qua's  grandfather,  Robert  Getty,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  but  was  reared  in  New  York,  while 
Great-grandfather  Getty  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  settled  in  Massachusetts  at  an  early  day.  On 
her  mother's  side,  Mrs.  Qua  is  descended  from 
Scotch  ancestors,  who  emigrated  to  Massachusetts. 
Her  mother,  Maria  (McWhorter)  Getty,  was  born 
in  Washington  County. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Getty  num- 
bered six,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  three  sis- 
ters and  one  brother.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  George 
Hale;  Sarah,  the  widow  of  Alex  McWhorter,  lives 
in  Colorado;  John  A.  resides  in  Brockport,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Qua,  the  eldest  child  in  the  family,  was  reared 
in  Sandy  Hill,  and  remained  in  that  village  after 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Qua,  which  took  place  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1838.  Some  years  afterward  they  re- 
moved to  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  and  later  located  in 
Kalamazoo  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Qua  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Anna,  deceased;  Emma,  the 
widow  of  Prof.  E.  D.  Biakesley,  and  a  teacher  in 


Oshkosh,  Wis.;  Amelia,  of  Chicago,  who  is  City 
Missionary  for  Dr.  Gunsaulus,  of  the  Plymouth 
Congregational  Church;  Jane,  who  is  married  and, 
resides  in  Galesburg;  Nettie,  who  is  with  her  sister 
in  Chicago;  Julia,  who  is  at  home  with  her  mother, 
and  is  a  teacher  in  the  Galesburg  schools.  For 
many  years  Mrs.  Qua  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  an  active  worker  in  the 
cause  of  religion,  and  a  generous  contributor  to 
all  worthy  enterprises. 


^p^  EORGE  TELFER,  a  prominent  Scotch- Amer- 
jlj  ican  citizen,  and  a  resident  of  section   26, 

%^)^  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  is 
a  native  of  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  where  he 
was  born  November  17,  1827,  to  John  and  Ellen 
(Scott)  Telfer,  natives  of  the  same  place  as  tlieir 
son.  The  Telfers  for  generations  back  were  shep- 
herds by  occupation,  and  our  subject  was  reared  to 
man's  estate  in  his  native  country,  also  learning 
this  occupation.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but 
a  small  boy,  and  consequently  he  was  thrown  early 
upon  his  own  resources.  He  remained  with  his 
mother,  supporting  her  for  years.  He  received  a 
fair  education  in  Scotland,  but  had  not  the  advan- 
tages afforded  the  youth  of  to-day,  but,  by  reading 
and  observation  mainly,  educated  himself. 

George  Telfer  was  first  married  in  Scotland,  to 
Elizabeth  Redpeth,  who  bore  him  five  children, 
four  yet  living:  John,  Robert  R.,  James  and  Allie 
(the  wife  of  Edward  DeWoif).  With  his  wife  and 
one  child,  in  1855,  our  subject  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, taking  passage  at  Liverpool  on  a  sailer,  the 
''Richard  Robinson,"  and  after  a  voyage  of  from 
the  1st  of  May  until  the  middle  of  eTune,  landed  in 
New  York  City.  He  came  direct  to  Michigan,  and 
stopped  for  a  short  time  in  Allegan  County,  but 
not  liking  it  there,  made  his  way  to  this  township 
and  county,  and  for  about  two  years  worked  out 
by  the  day  and  month,  gaining  in  this  way  his 
start.  As  soon  as  he  had  saved  enough  money,  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  and  has  added  to  it 
from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  an  area  of 
two  hundred  and  ninety- two  acres.     He  has  also 
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given  one  of  liis  sons  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres;  anotlier  forty  acres,  and  assisted  bis  daugh- 
ter, by  giving  her  a  start  in  life.  Mr.  Telfer  was 
married  to  his  present  wife,  Eliza  Currall,  m  1864. 
She  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  February 
14,  1815,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Cur- 
rail,  also  natives  of  England.  Pearly  in  the  '50s 
she  came  to  America  and  stopped  in  New  York 
State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Telfer  are  respected  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Richland,  and  Mr.  Tel- 
fer cast  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  a  splendid  agriculturist,  and  he  and  his  family 
are  held  in  the  highest  repute  by  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  they  reside. 


►^^z 


=^^- 


eORNELIUS  VAN  HOESEN.  A  prominent 
citizen  of  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  he  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  has  the  interest  of  the  community  at 
heart,  not  only  because  he  is  an  integral  part  of 
that  community,  but,  from  a  humanitarian  and 
sectional  standpoint,  taking  pride  in  everything 
that  shall  redound  to  the  honor  of  the  people  with 
whom  his  lot  is  cast.  He  is  an  owner  and  resi- 
dent upon  section  27,  where  he  has  an  excellent 
farm. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Garret 
Van  Hoesen,  who  was  born  in  Athens,  Greene 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  21,1798.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Provost,  was  also 
born  in  that  county,  her  natal  day  being  March 
13,  1801.  After  their  marriage  they  located  in 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  made  their 
home  until  1831,  when  they  removed  to  Pike, 
Wyoming  County,  same  State.  There  they  passed 
their  last  days,  the  father  dying  July  13,  1865, 
and  the  mother  June  22,  1862. 

Of  the  eight  children  comprising  the  parental 
family,  our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  Preble,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the 
place  of  his  nativity  and  the  date  thereof  Septem- 
ber 19,  1825.  When  a  lad  of  six  years,  his  parents 
removed  to  Wyoming  County,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  attending  the  common  school  and  being 


trained  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  In  1855,  desiring 
to  see  something  of  the  West,  of  whose  fame  he 
had  so  often  heard,  and  especially  that  of  Michi- 
gan, our  subject  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and 
made  his  home  for  a  twelvemonth  with  his  brother 
Jacob. 

December  11,  1856,  Mr.  Van  Hoesen  w^as  married, 
in  Portage  Township,  to  Miss  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Orange  and  Lois  (Willis)  Pike,  for  a  further 
history  of  whom  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch 
of  E.  Pike,  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs. 
Van  Hoesen  was  the  third  child  of  the  parental 
family,  and  was  born  in  Perry,  Wyoming  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  3,  1835.  The  first  year  after  his 
marriage,  our  subject  lived  in  Richland  Township, 
this  count}^,  but  later  moved  across  the  line  into 
Portage  Township,  which  has  since  been  his 
abiding  place. 

He  of  whom  we  write  devotes  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  cultivating  the  soil  and  is  the 
owner  of  an  estate  comprising  one  hundred  and 
four  acres,  on  wdiich  he  has  erected  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings.  He  ranks  among  the  prosper- 
ous and  progressive  agriculturists  of  this  section 
and  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  his  possessions  are  the 
result  of  his  own  persistent  industry  and  good 
judgment. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  granted  a 
family  of  three  children:  Ida  V.,  Herbert  L.  and 
Belle  E.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  James  R.  Gray, 
of  Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Van  Hoesen  casts  his  vote  in 
favor  of  Democratic  candidates,  and  is  greatly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


<|1  ^)ILLIAM  JENKINSON.  Among  the  re- 
\^/i  presentative  farmers  of  Brady  Township, 
WW  Kalamazoo  County,  we  are  pleased  to 
present  a  sketch  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph,  and  whose 
pleasant  home  and  excellent  farm  are  to  be  found 
on  section  20.  His  father,  William  Jenkinson, 
was  a  native  of  County  Wicklow,  Ireland,  and  a 
farmer  of  Scotch  descent,  so  far  as  known.  He 
came  to  America  about  1826,  and  landed  and 
lived  in  Halifax,  N.  S.,  two  years.     He  then  lived 
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two  yeai^  at  Boston  and  two  years  at  Baltimore. 
He  was  a  rebel  and  was  arrested  during  the  Patriot 
War  and  kept  in  jail  six  months.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1840  and  died  six  months  later.  He 
was  married  to  Lucy  McGuire,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who  reared  nine  children  of  her  family  of  ten. 
She  died  here  at  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

Oiir  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  He  began  to  learn  the 
machinist  trade  and  was  an  apprentice  at  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Our  subject  came  here  in  1839  be- 
fore the  family  came.  The  journey  was  made 
across  the  lake  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago,  and  there 
he  bought  an  ox-team  and  drove  here.  He  pre- 
empted his  present  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre  tract, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  Indian  Reservation.  He 
did  trading  at  Schoolcraft,  Milling,  Flourfield  and 
Kalamazoo.  There  were  plent}^  of  wild  animals  of 
all  kinds  but  our  subject  did  not  hunt  very  much. 
He  was  here  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  went  to 
Louisiana  and  worked  on  a  plantation  two  years. 
He  returned  home  and  in  1852  started  with  a 
party  of  twenty-seven  across  the  plains  to  Cali- 
fornia. They  were  one  hundred  days  on  the  way 
and  they  lost  nearly  all  their  cattle  and  were  met 
with  the  cholera  from  which  a  number  died.  Our 
subject  made  some  money  in  the  mines  in  Oregon 
and  Montana  and  then  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  at  Humboldt  two  3^ears.  Mr.  Jenkinson 
returned  home  by  water  and  cholera  was  very  bad 
on  the  vessel.  He  lived  here  until  1862,  when  he 
went  to  Virginia  City,  Idaho,  by  team  across  the 
plains,  and  after  remaining  there  eight  months  he 
returned  to  Michigan. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1851,  to  Lucinda 
Grout,  a  native  of  Schoolcraft  Township,  this 
county,  and  who  only  survived  a  short  time  after 
marriage.  They  had  no  children  of  their  own, 
but  our  subject  has  reared  a  boy  from  seven  years 
of  age.  He  now  has  two  hundred  and  eight}^ 
acres  which  he  has  cleared  and  improved  himself, 
and  on  it  carried  on  mixed  farming,  raising  wheat, 
cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  He  has  bought  and  sold 
lots  of  stock.  The  present  residence  was  erected 
in  1864,  and  has  large  and  fine  barns  which  were 
built  later.  Mr.  Jenkinson  is  a  stanch  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  has  been  Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Tax 


Collector  for  eighteen  or  twenty  ^'^ears.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  No.  208,  at  Vicks- 
burg.  He  says  he  came  here  a  pauper  but  is  now 
quite  well-to-do  and  is  very  industrious  and  of  a 
fine  judgment  and  is  well  thought  of  by  his  friends, 
of  whom  he  has  many.  He  is  exceedingly  generous 
and  has  helped  many  a  poor  man  to  get  a  start  in 
life  and  at  present  loans  a  great  deal  of  money. 

This  gentleman  had  his  birth  in  County  Wick- 
low,  Ireland,  in  1816,  and  came  to  this  country 
with  his  parents  in  1826. 

— ^ ^^-— -  ^  ^ 

)HOMAS  GOODRICH.  Few  now  survive  of 
the  pioneers  who  were  identified  with  the 
early  history  of  Kalamazoo  County  and 
whose  labors  in  behalf  of  its  development  entitle 
them  to  an  imperishable  name.  In  that  class  Mr. 
Goodrich  deserves  an  important  position,  for  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  Cooper  Township  since  1837, 
when  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  and  commenced 
its  improvement.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres 
on  section  32,  but  advancing  years  preclude  the 
active  labors  and  heavy  cares  which  once  claimed 
his  attention. 

The  son  of  Jared  and  Eve  (Henika)  Goodrich,  na- 
tives of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  German  ex- 
traction, our  subject  was  born  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  2,  1815.  He  was  the  youngest  of 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  survive,  a  sister  nnd 
brother.  At  an  early  age  he  become  a  member  of 
the  household  of  his  uncle,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  he  became  of  age,  in  the  meantime 
attending  the  district  school.  When  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  he  commenced  the  battle  of  life  on 
his  own  account,  but  prior  to  that  time  removed, 
in  1833,  from  New  York  to  Michigan,  the  journey 
being  made  via  the  lakes  to  Detroit  and  from 
there  overland  to  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

After  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  Jackson  for 
about  two  years,  Mr.  Goodrich  removed  to  Kalama- 
zoo County  in  1835,  and  for  a  time  engaged  in 
hunting.  Wild  game  was  so  plentiful  that  after 
killing  sixty  deer  he  ceased  to  keep  account  of  the 
victims  of  his  rifle.  The  land  which  he  purchased 
in  Cooper  Township  in  1837  was  on  the  east  side 
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of  the  river  and  contained  no  improvements.  He 
erected  a  log  house,  said  to  be  the  best  in  the 
township  at  that  time,  and  remained  on  the  farm 
until  1844,  when  he  sold  and  purchased  another 
tract  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Goodrich  bought  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides,  and  its  highly  cultivated  soil  and 
first-class  buildings  bear  evidence  of  his  thrift. 
For  fifty  years  (lacking  only  fourteen  days),  he 
was  blest  by  the  affection  and  assistance  of  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  April  23,  1891.  Eliza  Skinner, 
as  she  was  known  in  maidenhood,  was  born  in 
Providence  Township,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
February  9,  1815,  and  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Goodrich  May  6,  1841.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  the  age  of 
fifteen  until  the  time  of  her  decease  and  aided  in 
the  organization  of  that  church  in  Cooper. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  as  follows:  Charles  II.,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Kalamazoo;  Maria,  deceased;  Jar- 
vis,  who  is  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo;  and  Caroline, 
the  wife  of  William  Stoddard.  A  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  Mr.  Goodrich 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  has  voted  at  every  national  election  since 
that  time.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is 
Trustee.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Cooper  Lodge, 
No.  149,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  held  its  various 
chairs.  His  fellow-citizens  have  called  upon  him 
to  fill  various  local  positions,  and  he  has  served  as 
Collector  of  Taxes  and  in  other  official  capacities. 


THOMAS  T.  HALLOCK,  a  farmer  of  high 
standing  in  Kalamazoo  County,  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  and  finely  improved  farm 
on  section  26,  Charleston  Township.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  born  March  12, 
1829,  and  is  the  son  of  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  this  part  of  Michigan,  Augustus  V.  C. 
Hallock,  a  man  who  was  well  known  and 
greatly  respected  in  the  community  in  his  da3^ 
He,  too,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  born  in  Dutch- 
ess County,  in  the    latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 


century.  When  he  was  nearly  eighteen  years  old, 
he  enlisted  in  the  American  army  and  served 
through  the  War  of  1812  as  a  fife  major,  he  being 
a  musician  of  no  mean  ability.  Later  in  life  he 
drew  a  pension  from  the  Government.  In  1835, 
he  came  to  Michigan  and,  settling  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Kalamazoo  County  on  an  eighty-acre  tract 
on  section  35,  Charleston  Township,  he  proceeded 
to  open  up  a  farm,  removing  with  his  family  into 
a  small  log  house  that  stood  on  the  place  and  con- 
stituted its  only  improvement.  He  dwelt  on  that 
farm  until  1860,  and  then  located  on  another  east 
of  that,  which  remained  his  home  until  he  closed 
his  eyes  in  death  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  the  first  mar- 
riage he  had  one  son,  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  His  second  marriage  was 
with  the  mother  of  our  subject,  Catherine  O'Neil 
a  native  of  New  York,  who  is  living  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty  years.  She  is  the  mother  of 
seven  daughters  and  one  son,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  married  and  had  families,  and  these  are 
still  living:  Mrs.  Mary  Whipple,  of  Minnesota; 
Mrs.  Martha  Roof,  of  Charleston  Township;  Mrs. 
Ai'villa  Chipman,of  Battle  Creek;  and  Thomas  T., 
our  subject. 

He  of  whom  this  biographical  review  is  written 
is  the  second  child  and  only  son  of  his  mother. 
He  was  a  little  lad  of  six  years  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  Michigan,  and  he  grew  to  man's 
estate  under  the  invigorating  influences  of  pioneer 
life.  He  obtained  his  first  schooling  in  Charleston 
Township  and  here  he  completed  his  education.  He 
remained  with  his  father  and  mother  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  old,  assisting  in  the  support  of 
the  family,  and  he  continued  to  reside  on  the  pa- 
rental homestead  one  year  after  his  marriage  in 
the  spring  of  1855.  He  then  bought  a  farm  on 
section  23,  Charleston  Township,  on  which  he  lived 
two  years.  His  next  move  was  to  Mendon,  St. 
Joseph  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  he  was 
actively  engaged  in  its  cultivation  the  ensuing  six 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he  disposed  of  that 
place  at  a  good  price,  and  since  then  he  has  owned 
and  occupied  a  farm  on  section  26,  Charleston 
Township.  There  are  here  three  hundred  and  six 
acres   of   land,     all  cleared     and    under   cultiva- 
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tion  but  thirty  acres,  and  amply  supplied  with 
buildings  of  a  good  class  and  everything  needful 
in  the  way  of  machinery.  Mr.  Hallock  rents  the 
most  of  his  land  and  devotes  his  time  to  raising 
sheep  of  standard  breeds,  having  one  hundred  and 
fifty  head  at  the  present  time,  and  he  handles  them 
so  as  to  make  a  goodly  profit. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hallock  with  Judith  K., 
the  second  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Abigail  (Kim- 
ball) Munn,was  duly  solemnized  in  the  month  of 
April,  1855.  Mrs.  Hallock  was  born  August  10, 
1827,  in  the  town  of  Hartland,  near  the  city  of 
Rochester,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  When  she  was 
six  years  old,  her  parents  removed  to  Batavia, 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  lived  until  she 
came  to  Michigan  in  1854.  Sorrow  has  been  ex- 
perienced by  our  subject  and  his  wife  m  an  other- 
wise happy  wedded  life  in  the  death  of  their  chil- 
dren; the  only  one  born  to  them  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  their  adopted  son,  Albert,  upon  whom 
they  lavished  every  affection  and  care,  taking  him 
to  their  home  and  hearts  when  he  was  two  years 
old,  died  when  he  was  ten  years  old 

Mr.  Hallock  is  a  man  of  fine  characteristics, 
whom  to  know  is  to  trust  and  respect,  as  through- 
out his  career  he  has  kept  his  name  unblemished 
by  any  dishonorable  act,  and  true  manliness,  an 
earnest  religious  nature,  and  moral  habits  are 
among  his  most  conspicuous  traits.  He  is  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Climax,  of  which  he  has  long  been  a  member,  and 
he  has  served  it  as  Trustee  and  Steward.  He  is  a 
strong  temperance  man,  using  neither  liquor  nor 
tobacco  in  any  form,  but  he  is  not  a  Third  Party 
man,  being  a  stanch  Republican. 


DATRICK  H.  GILKEY,  who  is  the  leading 
)  merchant  of  Richland,  is  conducting  a  suc- 
^  cessful  business  in  general  merchandise. 
/  \  The  main  department  of  his  bulding  is 
26x60  feet  in  dimensions,  and  the  rear  portion 
40  X  26  feet.  Mr.  Gilkey  has  been  in  business  in 
Richland  since  1878.  His  first  partner  was  G.  M. 
Evers,  they  operating  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  M. 
Evers  <fe  Co.     After  dissolving  his  partnership  with 


Mr.  Evers,  our  subject  became  interested  with  a 
Mr.  Parker  and  did  a  successful  business  under  the 
firm  title  of  Parker  <k  Gilkey. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  launched  out  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  in  1886.  That  he  has 
been  eminently  successful  is  easily  proven  by  a 
visit  to  his  splendid  establishment.  He  carries  a 
full  stock  of  goods  which  are  usually  found  in  a 
first-class  store  and  by  his  courteous  treatment  of 
customers  has  the  greater  portion  of  the  trade  in 
this  section. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
his  natal  day  being  November  15,  1843.  His  par- 
ents were  John  F.  and  Marj^  (Lovell)  Gilkey.  His 
father  came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1830,  settling 
in  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
he  purchased  land  from  the  Government.  Our 
subject  has  always  made  his  home  in  his  native 
coimty,  and  previous  to  engaging  in  his  present 
business  was  an  agriculturist.  He  was  given  an 
excellent  education,  his  primary  studies  in  the  com- 
mon schools  being  supplemented  by  attendance  at 
the  Prairie  Seminary  at  Richland.  He  later  took 
a  busint;ss  course  at  the  Eastman  Business  College 
in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1865. 

Patrick  H.  Gilkey  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Delia,  daughter  of  Amasa  S.  and  Celestia 
Parker,  also  natives  of  Kalamazoo  County.  The 
father  is  deceased  and  the  mother  is  living  in 
Kalamazoo.  By  her  union  with  our  subject,  Mrs. 
Gilkey  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Mary  L.  and  Harold  P.  Socially,  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  the  lodge  at  Richland,  and  in  politics, 
he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  In  religious  matters,  he 
is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  addition  to  the  splendid  business  of  which 
our  subject  is  the  proprietor  in  Richland,  he  also 
owns  a  valuable  stock  farm,  located  on  sections  4  and 
9,  Richland  Township.  His  estate  embraces  three 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  all  of  which  is  under 
excellent  cultivation.  He  raises  a  fine  grade  of 
trotting  horses  on  his  farm,  having  at  the  head  of 
his  stables  tlie stallion  '*Bay  Ambassador,''  which 
is  registered  as  No.  13,474.  He  was  sired  by 
"Ambassador,"  No.  1496,  whose  record  was    2:21^, 
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and  who  in  turn  was  sired  by  "George  Wilkes/' 
whose  record  was  2:22.  The  dam  of  "Bay  Ambas- 
sador'' was  by  "Masterlode,"  No.  595,  who  was  the 
sire  of  twenty-four  colts  whose  records  were  2:30 
and  better.  The  second  dam  was  sired  by  "Magna 
Charta,"  who  was  a  very  fine  and  valuable  ani- 
mal. 

Mr.  Gilkey  by  the  close  application  of  the  duties 
which  lay  before  him  has  become  one  of  the  weal- 
thy men  of  the  count}^,  and,  as  a  citizen,  his  thorough 
integrity,  enterprise  and  intelligence  are  highly 
prized  in  Richland. 


^ 


^OHN  H.  PALMER.  Among  the  many 
prominent  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Al- 
amo Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  stands 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  para- 
graph. He  is  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
born  August  1,  1840.  His  father,  Paul  Palmer, 
was  born  in  1813,  in  New  York,  and  was  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  during  the  early  period  of  his  life. 
Later  he  became  a  farmer.  He  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  Alamo  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  purchased  an  unimproved  farm,  and 
cleared  and  cultivated  it.  He  also  improved  two 
other  small  farms,  and  erected  a  number  of  build- 
ings in  this  vicinity.  He  died  in  April,  1883, 
when  seventy  years  old.  His  good  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Nancy  M.  Tifft,  and  was  born  in 
New  York,  in  1821.  She  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  in  Alamo  Township.  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  our  subject  and  Joseph  T.,  who 
lives  in  Kalamazoo. 

John  H.  was  sixteen  years  old  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He  at  first  attended 
the  district  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until 
1867,  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  the  farm,  and 
did  a  great  deal  of  hard  labor.  In  the  year  just 
mentioned,  he  began  to  do  for  himself,  and  began 
on  a  farm,  which  he  now  owns  and  resides  on. 
He  has  brought  it  to  a  high  state,  and  has  now 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  Our  sub- 
ject was  married,  March  25,  1868,  to  Miss  Emma 
R.  Becker,  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.     Mrs.   Palmer  is 


a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Sarah  (Schuyler) 
Becker,  and  the  father  died  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  in  New  York,  his  native  State.  Her  mother 
came  to  Michigan,  and  died  in  1887.  Mrs.  Palmer 
is  the  seventh  of  the  eight  children  living.  Tlie 
grandfather,  Adam  Becker,  was  from  New  York, 
and  of  German  descent. 

Four  sons  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
amiable  wife:  Walter,  a  graduate  of  the  Plain  well 
High  School  in  1889,  and  who  is  now  a  teacher; 
Charles,  who  graduated  from  the  same  High 
School  in  1891,  is  teaching  his  first  term,  and  is 
only  seventeen  years  old;  he  is  also  a  graduate 
of  Parsons'  Business  College  of  Kalamazoo;  Ray- 
mond and  Irving,  both  of  whom  are  at  home  and  at- 
tending school.  Our  subject  has  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  11,  and  also  forty  acres  on  section 
2.  He  has  substantial  buildings,  a  fine  residence, 
and  a  finely  cultivated  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer 
have  traveled  quite  extensively,  and  have  visited 
several  States  and  many  prominent  cities,  and 
have  left  home  for  some  distant  place'  for  several 
years  past.  At  their  pleasant  home  they  dispense 
a  gracious  hospitality,  and  their  many  friends 
and  acquaintances  are  always  made  welcome. 
They  stand  among  the  best  circles  of  the  county, 
and  are  well-liked  and  respected  by  all.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Palmer  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


^ 


^^' 


ATHAN  M.  THOMAS,  M.  D.  A  volume 
dedicated  to  the  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo 
County  would  be  incomplete  were  no  men- 
tion made  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas,  whose  memory 
is  revered  in  the  hearts  of  those  with  whom  he 
was  associated  in  years  gone  by.  Not  only  did 
he  enjoy  the  distinction  of  having  been  the  first 
physician  in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  one  of  its 
earliest  settlers,  but  he  was  also  known,  throughout 
the  entire  period  of  his  residence  here,  as  a  man  of 
prominence  and  fortitude,  whose  unaffected  and 
beautiful  character  won  the  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
January  2,  1803,  our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
home  of  his  birth.     After  receiving  a  good  literary 
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education,  he  entered  the  Medical  College  at  Cin- 
cinnati, from  which  he  graduated  in  1827.  With 
a  thorough  theoretical  knowledge  of  therapeutics, 
he  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Co- 
lumbiana County,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  However,  feeling  that  the  West  offered  a 
splendid  field  for  the  professions,  lie  decided  to 
come  hither  and  accordingly,  in  June,  1830,  he  set- 
tled in  Kalamazoo  County,  in  (now)  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  where  he  continued  to  practice  about 
three  years. 

From  there  Dr.  Thomas  came  to  the  village  of 
Schoolcraft,  where  he  was  the  first  physician,  as 
well  as  the  first  practitioner,  in  the  county.  His 
ride  covered  a  large  tract  of  country  and  he  was 
known  for  miles  around,  where  his  skill  as  a  phy- 
sician and  genial  courtesy  won  the  friendship  of 
all  with  whom  he  met.  He  was  married  in  School- 
craft, March  17,  1840,  to  Miss  Pamela  S.  Brown. 
This  lady  is  a  native  of  Vermont  and  was  born  in 
Plymouth,  Windsor  County,  September  11,  1816. 
She  remained  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  until 
1833,  when  she  accompanied  her  elder  sister,  Mrs. 
James  Smith,  to  Schoolcraft,  and  resided  there 
eighteen  months.  Afterward,  she  returned  to  her 
native  State,  when,  in  1839,  she  once  more  came  to 
Schoolcraft,  and  resided  with  her  brother,  Hon.  E. 
Lakin  Brown,  who  is  well  known  throughout 
Michigan. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Avis  married  Hon.  John  J.  Hopkins,  of 
Marion  County,  Ohio,  and  died  while  visiting  her 
parents  at  Schoolcraft,  June  29,  1870;  Stanton  B. 
is  a  merchant  at  Cassopolis,  this  State;  Ella  at 
home;  Malcolm  P.  is  engaged  in  farming  pursuits 
here.  Dr.  Thomas  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man 
and  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  during 
the  late  war,  hundreds  of  fugitives  receiving  the 
most  tender  care  from  him.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  was  largely  interested  in  the 
Woman's  Suffrage  movement  and  was  ever  a  firm 
adherent  of  temperance. 

Success  crowned  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Thomas  and 
at  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  two  thousand  or 
more  acres  of  land,  which  he  afterward  sold.  Reared 
in  the  Quaker  faith,  he  remained  a  Quaker  dur- 
ing his  entire  life,  and  his  simple,  kindly  manners 


and  unfailing  courtesy  were  the  secret  of  his  wide 
popularity.  His  death,  which  occurred  April  7, 
1887,  removed  from  the  scenes  of  his  usefulness 
one  who  had  ever  been  interested  in  the  progress 
of  the  county  and  who  had  been  instrumental  in 
the  promotion  of  man}^  worthy  enterprises  for  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  three  younger 
children  living  are  graduates  of  the  University  of 
Michigan. 


EORGE  W.  HALL,  who  is  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  is  at  present  residing  in  the 
pleasant  village  of  Augusta.  His  birth  oc- 
curred February  28,  1829,  and  his  parents  were 
George  R.  and  Celinda  L.  (Hubbard)  Hall,  the 
father  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  mother  of 
the  Empire  State.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  Eng- 
lish and  were  well-to-do  people  in  that  country. 

George  W.  Hall  was  nine  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  ICrie  County,  Pa.,  where  they 
made  their  home  for  a  twelvemonth  and  then 
moved  farther  West  to  Medina  County,  Ohio.  Our 
subject  went  to  Wisconsin  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  and  spent  some  time  m  the  Badger  State.  In 
1853,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and,  locating 
on  section  14,  Ross  Township,  began  the  work  of 
clearing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  His  first 
purchase  consisted  of  forty  acres,  ten  of  which 
were  partially  improved.  He  subsequently  added 
to  his  acreage,  until  at  the  present  time  his  posses- 
sions include  one  hundred  and  two  acres  of  excel- 
lent land,  which  bear  all  the  improvements  and 
machinery  which  best  subserve  his  interests. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  obtained  a  good 
education  in  the  district  school,  and,  making  the 
best  of  his  opportunities,  is  to-day  a  well-read  and 
intelligent  gentleman.  He  is  self-made  in  the  cor- 
rect sense  of  that  term  and  is  justly  proud  that  his 
possessions  are  the  result  of  his  industry  and  per- 
severance. Miss  Mary  Hanney  became  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Hall  in  1854.  One  daughter  was  born  to  them, 
Mary,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Hall  died  in 
1855,  and  in  1857,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Laura  Finlay,  who  was  born  in  Allegany  County, 
IM.  Y.,  August  14,  1837.     She  was  a  daughter  of 
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George  and  Rachel  (Cole)  Finlay,  the  father  a 
native  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  America 
when  sixteen  years  old  and  located  in  New  York 
State.  Her  mother  was  a  native  of  the  above- 
named  State  and  of  Holland  descent. 

Mrs.  Laura  Hall  was  five  years  of  age  when  her 
parents  came  to  this  county.  They  located  upon 
a  farm  in  Oshtemo  Township,  where  they  were 
among  the  early  settlers.  Of  the  large  family  of 
children  born  to  her  parents,  five  are  living,  namely: 
David,  John,  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Hall,  and  Ebenezer. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three 
children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Ada  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Ozro  Smith,  and  Claude  H.  is  at  home; 
May  died  in  1877. 

In  1887,  Mr.  Hall,  with  his  family,  moved  into 
the  village  of  Augusta.  With  his  wife  he  has  en- 
dured many  of  the  hardships  of  life  in  a  new 
countr}^  and  is  now  prepared  to  enjoy  the  comforts 
which  his  early  toil  has  made  possible.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  reside  in  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
his  father  being  in  his  ninety-fourth  year  and  his 
mother  in  her  ninetieth.  They  were  married  in 
1820,  and  have  thus  spent  over  seventy  years  to- 
gether. They  are  remarkably  healthy  and  active 
and  are  still  keeping  house  and  do  their  own  work. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Hall  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Government. 
In  politics,  the  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  Democrat 
and  is  progressive  and  active  in  all  good  works. 


^ 


-^¥r 


y  ALTER  S.  HUNTINGTON,  whose  name  is 
associated  with  our  most  enterprising  and 
sagacious  farmers  and  stockmen  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  has  a  valuable  and  well-ordered 
farm  on  section  6,  Comstock  Township,  besides 
other  land,  and  is  managing  his  agricultural  inter- 
ests with  marked  success.  A  native  of  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Huntington  was  born  July  7, 
1831,  on  his  father's  farm  in  Batavia  Township. 

The  latter,  Abner  Huntington,  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, but  was  reared  in  Vermont,  whither  he 
was  carried  when  a  small  child  by  his  parents.  He 
was  bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  when  he  at- 
tained his  majority  he  went  to  New  York  and   lo- 


cated on  a  farm  in  Batavia  Township.  He  spent 
the  remaining  years  in  Genesee  County  indus- 
triously engaged  at  his  calling,  and  there  his  life 
was  rounded  out  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was 
a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a  most 
excellent  citizen.  He  was  twice  married.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah  Storing,  and  she 
was  born  and  reared  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Our  sub- 
ject and  one  daughter  were  born  of  that  marriage, 
the  daughter  Mary  being  the  wife  of  Daniel  Sprague 
of  Alexander,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  Mary 
Helmer  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  second  wife  of 
the  father  of  our  subject;  she  bore  him  one  son, 
Henry,  now  a  resident  of  Batavia,  N.  Y. 

He  of  whom  write  is  the  second  child  and  only 
son  of  the  first  marriage  of  his  father.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old,  and  during  his  boyhood  obtained  an 
education  in  a  little  log  schoolhouse  not  far  from 
his  home.  In  1852,  he  left  the  parental  home  to  try 
life  for  himself  on  the  rich  virgin  soil  of  Kalama- 
zoo County.  After  his  arrival,  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  13,  Comstock  Township. 
He  built  a  house  and  barn  on  the  place,  but  did 
not  locate  on  it.  He  worked  for  Lorain  Fox  the 
ensuing  eleven  years,  working  by  the  month,  but 
cleared  his  land  whenever  opportunity  offered. 
After  his  marriage  in  1873,  he  settled  on  the  farm 
that  he  still  occupies  on  section  6,  Comstock  Town- 
ship, and  energetically  devoted  himself  to  its  im- 
provement. He  has  here  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  and  one-half  acres  of  land  of  exceptional 
fertility,  and  on  section  13  he  has  forty  acres 
more.  He  employs  a  good  system  of  cultivation 
adapted  to  the  soil,  and  has  his  land  under  fine  til- 
lage. He  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  for  all  farm- 
ing purposes,  and  a  commodious  brick  house,  of  a 
tasteful  style  of  architecture,  two  stories  in 
height,  and  finely  furnished  within  with  all  the 
modern  luxuries  that  contribute  so  much  to  the 
pleasures  of  living.  Mr.  Huntington  has  his  farm 
stocked  with  first-class  stock,  and  has  a  fine  herd 
of  Durham  and  Jersey  cows.  Besides  managing 
his  farm,  he  does  a  flourishing  business  as  a  col- 
lector, for  which  he  is  admirably  adapted,  and  he 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  various  firms  in  Kalaraa- 
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zoo  in  that  capaclt}^  for  the  last  twelve  years.  He 
is  a  live  man,  with  a  good  deal  of  push  and  energy 
about  him,  independent  in  thought  and  action, 
generous-minded  and  warm  of  heart,  bears  a  good 
reputation  for  veracity  and  probity,  and  is  greatly 
liked  by  his  neighbors  and  associates.  He  gives 
freely  to  churches  and  other  worthy  objects,  al- 
though not  a  member  of  any  church.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  sturdy  Republican. 

Mr.  Huntington  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Miss 
Ida  Hunt,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Comstock 
Township.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  who  un- 
derstands how  to  make  home  a  pleasant  abiding 
place,  and  who  looks  well  to  the  comfort  of  her 
hovisehold.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
brought  them  three  daughters,  whom  they  have 
named  Sarah,  Fanny  and  Anna,  respectively. 
They  are  being  given  the  best  educational  advan- 
tages, the  eldest  now  attending  school  in  Kala- 
mazoo City,  and  all  are  talented  musicians,  playing 
well  on  the  fine  piano  their  father  has  given  them. 

(41  jj^^ILLIAM  S.  KIRBY.  This  gentleman,  who 
\/kJi  ^^  widelj'  and  favorably  known  through- 
^/^  out  Michigan  as  one  of  the  most  extensive 
stock-breeders,  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Valley 
Stock  Farm,  which  is  located  in  Galesburg,  in  the 
fertile  valley  of  the  Kalamazoo  River.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  the  main  line  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  and  only  nine  miles  from  the  city  of  Kal- 
amazoo. Mr.  Kirby,  in  company  with  M.  F.Prouty  of 
Chicago,  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  standard  and  fashionably- bred  horses.  They 
have  on  their  farm  some  of  the  finest  and  most  val- 
uable animals  to  be  found  in  this  section  and  thus 
occupy  a  high  position  among  the  stockbreeders 
of  the  Northwest. 

William  S.  Kirby  was  born  at  East  Chatham, 
Columbia  County,  N,  Y.,  November  25,  1857.  His 
father,  William  G.  Kirby,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  1857,  and  located  on  a  farm 
in  Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
he  still  makes  his  home  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 


The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Rhoda  S wetland,  a  native  of  New  York;  she  is 
still  living,  being  in  her  sixty-fourth  year.  They 
were  the  parents  of  a  son  and  two  daughters:  Mil- 
lie K.  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  H.  Upjohn,  of  Kalamazoo; 
Mary  makes  her  home  with  her  parents. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  three  months 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  the  Wolverine  State. 
He  was  given  an  excellent  education,  his  primary 
studies  in  the  district  school  being  supplemented 
by  a  course  in  the  Kalamazoo  High  School.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents,  managing  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm,  until  reaching  his  thirty-second 
year.  He  then,  in  1886,  began  raising  stock  on 
his  father's  farm,  his  stock  in  trade  being  at  that 
time  the  famous  horse  ''Harry  Noble,"  which  he 
had  raised  from  a  colt  and  whose  record  in  1890 
was  2:17^.  That  animal  is  now  seven  years  old. 
He  keeps  thirty  head  of  standard-bred  animals  on 
his  farm  and  has  the  best  half-mile  track  for  speed- 
ing his  animals  in  the  State.  He  also  has  the  larg- 
est training  stable  in  Michigan  and  is  the  owner  of 
the  pacer  "'Albatross,"  whose  record  is  2:18^. 

His  stables  also  include  "Apollo  Wilkes,"  whose 
record  is  2:29^.  "Emma  Balch,"  whose  record  is 
2:20^,  has  won  more  races  than  any  other  horse  in 
the  State,  havmg  won  first  money  in  thirteen  out 
of  fifteen  races  last  season.  His  next  best  animals 
are  "Highland  Tom,"  whose  record  is  2:28^,  and 
"Prince  Phil"  with  a  record  of  2:30. 

Mr.  Kirby  trained  twenty-one  horses  last  season 
and  has  eighteen  track  horses  under  his  supervision 
at  the  present  time  (March,  1891).  Our  subject 
drove  over  one  hundred  and  twelve  races  in  1891, 
and  while  training  his  animals  would  drive  from 
sixty  to  seventy  miles  per  day.  Horses  are  sent 
him  to  train  from  all  over  the  country,  and  at  the 
present  time  he  has  two  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
others  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Chicago. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  self-made  man 
and  his  business  has  proved  profitable  through  his 
persistent  industry  and  good  management.  He  is 
very  popular  in  this  section  and  his  cordial  and 
kindly  manners  have  made  for  him  warm  friends 
and  stanch  adherents.  In  1876,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Alice,  daughter  of  Dr.  George  R. 
and   Mary    (Crandall)    Wightman,  and    to   them 
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have  been  granted  four  children;  William  G., 
George  W.,  Harold  and  Nina.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Kirby  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

The  Valley  Stock  Farm  is  known  throughout 
this  portion  of  the  country  and  we  are  pleased  to 
be  able  to  present  to  our  readers  the  sketch  of  its 
worthy  and  progressive  proprietor. 


-^= 


'  c=tLrr=} 


[  AMES  HAZARD,  an  old  and  honored  resi- 
dent of  Wakeshma  Township,  in  whose  up- 

I  building  he  has  pla3^ed  an  important  part, 
^  is  numbered  among  the  wealthy  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  a 
representative  of  the  sturdy  pioneer  stock  of  the 
sister  State  of  Ohio,  born  April  22,  1822,  in  Wayne 
County  and  reared  amid  the  primitive  environments 
of  the  early  years  of  its  settlement.  John  Hazard, 
his  father,  was  a  prominent  pioneer  settler  of  that 
region  and  was  famous  as  one  of  the  early  Method- 
ist preachers  in  that  part  of  the  country  who  was 
very  influential  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  and  in 
promoting  the  growth  of  the  church. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Steward  Hazard.  He  was  a  sawyer  and  cloth  fuller, 
and  was  one  of  the  brave  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
six.  His  son,  John,  was  born  in  Connecticut.  When 
he  was  eight  years  old,  the  family  moved  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  while  still  a  boy  he  carried 
the  mail  for  some  years.  He  then  taught  school 
steadily  for  twenty-one  years  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  residing  in  the  latter  State  for  a 
few  years.  In  1818,  he  sought  a  new  home  in  the 
wilds  of  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  settling  in  Jackson 
Township,  now  Congress  Township.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  to  locate  there,  and  there  were  scarcely 
enough  settlers  in  the  whole  township  to  raise  a 
cabin.  He  had  to  cut  his  own  road  to  his  place 
through  the  woods.  He  developed  a  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acre  farm.  Deer  and  bears  were  very 
numerous  and  he  occasionally  supplied  the  family 
larder  with  game.  Indians  still  lived  in  that  re- 
gion during  the  early  days  of  his  settlement  there. 
He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  six 
months  and  some  days,  and   left  behind    him    a 


memory  that  is  revered  by  all  who  knew  him 
among  the  large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends. 
He  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  He  is  remembered  for 
what  he  did  for  the  church  as  for  sixty-five  years 
he  was  a  Methodist  preacher,  and,  when  too  old  to 
have  charge  of  a  parish,  he  used  to  visit  the  sick 
and  to  preach  locally. 

He  was  first  married  in  New  York  to  Roxanna 
Wood,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Elizabeth, 
Alfred  and  Densy.  The  maiden  name  of  his  sec- 
ond wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania,  her  native  State,  was 
Mary  Vincent.  Her  father,  Daniel  Vincent,  was 
of  French  descent,  but  was  born  in  America,  for 
aught  that  is  known  to  the  contrary.  He  operated 
a  water  gristmill  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa., 
and  was  a  man  of  much  means,  reputed  to  have 
been  worth  $40,000.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Indians  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
they  left  him  tied  to  a  tree  naked.  The  mos- 
quitos  nearly  ate  him  up,  but  he  was  finally  res- 
cued from  his  agonizing  position  by  friends.  He 
lived  to  a  good  old  age.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject took  an  active  interest  in  the  Methodist 
Church  to  w^hich  she  belonged,  and  used  to  go 
long  distances  for  the  sake  of  attending  it.  When 
her  son  of  whom  we  write  was  a  baby  of  six  months 
old,  she  took  him  with  her  on  horseback  to  Penn- 
sylvania, a  journey  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  to  visit  her  people.  She  used  to  carry  but- 
ter in  a  cedar  pail  on  horseback  to  market  eigh- 
teen miles.  Calicoes  were  then  sixty-two  and  one 
half  cents  a  yard,  and  were  considered  very  fine, 
homespun  clothes  being  largely  worn.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  eighty -six  years  old  when  she  de- 
parted this  life.  By  her  marriage  six  children 
were  born,  three  boys  and  three  girls:  John  V., 
Maiy  K.,  Daniel  V.,  James,  Phebe  P.  and  Lydia  V. 

Our  subject  was  carefully  reared  by  pious  par- 
ents, and  those  high  Christian  principles  that 
have  been  his  guide  throughout  his  long  and  hon- 
orable life  were  early  instilled  into  his  mind.  As 
he  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  he  acquired  a 
thorough,  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture.  The 
first  school  that  he  attended  was  taught  by  his 
mother  in  their  home,  there  being  no  schoolhouse 
or  church  in  the  county.     He  subsequently  went 
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to  the  first  schoolhouse  that  was  erected  there- 
abouts, which  was  built  of  logs,  and  the  school 
was  conducted  on  the  rate-bill  system.  He  began 
for  himself  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  for 
two  years  was  engaged  in  chopping  cord  wood, 
scoring  timber  and  clearing  land.  For  chopping 
wood  he  was  paid  twenty-live  cents  a  cord  and  his 
board  given  him,  or  if  he  boarded  himself  he  got 
thirty-one  cents  a  cord.  After  that  he  teamed  for 
two  years,  and  then  bought  thirty  acres  of  land 
and  a  sawmill,  for  which  he  went  into  debt  for  the 
sum  of  $1,400.  He  ran  the  mill  eighteen  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  sold  out,  and  found 
his  capital  to  consist  of  $1,250  and  a  team  and 
wagon.  With  his  team  he  started  for  this  State, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1865  landed  in  Wakeshma 
Township.  He  purchased  a  quarter  of  section  23, 
of  which  thirty-three  acres  were  cleared  and  fenced. 
There  was  an  old  decayed  log  house  on  the  place 
which  he  fixed  up,  and  the  family  lived  in  it  seven 
years.  In  1872,  he  replaced  it  with  a  large  and 
well-built  frame  residence.  But  before  that  he 
put  up  a  good-sized  barn,  and  has  a  good  set  of 
out-buildings.  His  first  work  was  to  pay  off  the 
debt  of  $1,400  that  he  had  incurred  in  purchasing 
his  homestead.  He  has  one  hundred  acres  of  his 
land  cleared,  well  drained  and  finely  cultivated, 
and  he  raises  a  good  many  sheep  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Hazard  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Gable 
May  1,  1849,  and  for  more  than  forty  years  they 
have  shared  life's  joys  and  sorrows,  and  their  un- 
ion has  proved  a  true  marriage  in  every  sense  of  that 
term.  Mrs.  Hazard  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Pa.,  January  12,  1831,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Swisher)  Gable,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  whence  they  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  in  1839.  Mr.  Gable  developed  a 
small  farm,  and  worked  at  shoemaking,  a  trade  at 
which  he  was  engaged  all  his  life.  He  died  in 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  fifty.  His 
wife  lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  old.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  he  was  a  Whig 
in  politics.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons 
and  five  daughters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazard  have 
had  eleven  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  matur- 
ity,  namely:  Mathias  B.,  who  is  engaged  in  selling 
agricultural  implements  in  this  township;  Thomas 


M.,  who  is  in  the  motor  car  business  at  Ashtabula, 
Ohio;  Jesse  W.,  a  graduate  of  the  scientific  course 
in  the  Ypsilanti  State  Normal,  who  is  a  teacher  of 
the  school  at  Fulton,  and  is  Supervisor  of  this 
township;  James  G.,  a  teacher  in  St.  Joseph  County; 
and  Mary  N.,  Mrs.  Holcomb,  a  resident  of  Vicks- 
burg.  Mr.  Hazard  has  taken  great  interest  in  edu- 
cating his  children,  as  he  is  a  thorough  believer 
in  training  the  minds  as  well  as  the  physical  facul- 
ties, and  they  are  thus  provided  with  a  capital  of 
stable  value. 

Our  subject  is  of  an  earnest,  thoughtful  turn  of 
mind,  and  is  noted  for  his  zealous  religious  spirit 
and  fidelity  to  the  Christian  faith.  He  is  a  man 
of  honor  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  truthful- 
ness and  honesty  are  conspicuous  traits  of  his  char- 
acter. He  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he  has  be- 
longed for  fifty-one  years,  and  she  ever  since  she 
was  eighteen  years  old.  In  his  political  views,  he 
was  originally  a  Whig,  but  for  many  years  he  has 
been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  held  the  various  school  ofifices,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  a  hearty  interest  in  whatever  concerned 
the  township  where  he  has  spent  so  many  pleasant 
years. 


♦^^E 


Zf^    ^    > 


^^ENRY  P.  SMITH,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  is 
numbered  among  the  old  settlers  of  School- 
craft, whose  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  village 
have  been  unceasing.  His  father,  Thaddeus, 
who  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  was  born  in  Cavendish,  Vt.,  in  Au- 
gust, 1796,  and  remained  in  his  native  village 
until  about  1820.  He  then  proceeded  South  to  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  was  employed  for  three  years  as 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Richmond,  and  also  operated  as 
a  merchant  in  Petersburg  for  the  same  length  of 
time. 

In  1828,  Thaddeus  Smith  made  a  tour  of  the 
West  in  search  of  a  location,  and,  being  greatly 
pleased  with  the  prospects  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
returned  East,  and,  in  1830,  brought  his  family  to 
Schoolcraft,  where  for  several  years  he  engaged  in 
merchandising.     He   then    sold   out   his   stock  of 
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goods  and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  old 
age,  wlien  he  retired  from  active  labors.  For  some 
twenty  years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  also 
filled  other  positions  of  honor.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  April,  1876,  after  having  lived  to  see 
the  wonderful  progress  made  by  the  county,  and 
its  development  from  the  wilderness. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Eliza  Parker,  was  born  in  Cavendish,  Vt,  in 
1804,  and  died  in  Schoolcraft,  February  6,  1888. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 
The  father  and  mother  were  people  of  integrity 
and  industry,  and  are  remembered  as  worthy  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  He  had  the  first  stock  of 
goods  which  was  ever  brought  into  Schoolcraft, 
and  in  other  ways  was  connected  with  its  devel- 
opment. 

During  the  residence  of  his  parents  at  Peters- 
burg, A^a.,  our  subject  was  born  May  15,  1826. 
When  quite  young,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Schoolcraft,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  amid 
surroundings  of  a  primitive  character.  In  farm 
work  and  school  studies,  he  passed  his  youth  until 
he  entered  a  store  at  Schoolcraft  as  clerk;  he  also 
followed  the  same  occupation  in  Seneca  Falls,  N. 
Y.,  and  at  other  places. 

June  5,  1854,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  White 
Pigeon,  this  State,  to  Miss  Harriet  A.,  daughter  of 
Rev.  W.  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Lamson)  Johnson.  Mrs. 
Smith  was  early  orphaned  by  the  death  of  her 
mother  at  Lanesborough,  Mass.,  when  she  was  only 
two  years  old;  her  father,  who  was  a  Baptist  min- 
ister, died  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  while  on  a  visit  to 
his  daughter,  his  home  being  in  Mason  City,  111., 
at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Mrs.  Smith,  who  was 
the  next  to  the  youngest  among  six  children,  was 
born  m  Williamstown,Mass.,  May  5,  1882,  and  re- 
sided with  her  father  until  her  marriage. 

About  three  years  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  removed  to  Vernon  County,  Mo., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  some  five  years,  and 
also  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher.  He  min- 
gled in  the  political  life  of  the  county,  and  held 
the  office  of  County  Judge  for  a  few  years.  He 
was  also  appointed  Probate  Judge,  but,  immedi^ 
ately  after  his  appointment,  received  a   communi- 


cation stating  that  should  he  accept,  he  would  be 
summarily  dealt  with.  For  his  own  good  and 
that  of  his  family,  he  decided  to  leave  the  county- 
Accordingly,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Smith  re- 
turned to  Schoolcraft,  where  now,  in  connection 
with  his  son,  he  operates  about  one  hundred  acres 
of  land,  devoting  considerable  attention  to  the 
dairy  business.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  fellow -citizens.  He  has  also  filled  the  posi- 
tions of  Township  Clerk,  Constable  and  various 
school  offices.  A  strong  Republican  politically,  he 
takes  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  main- 
tains a  decided  stand  in  the  cause  of  temperance. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging 
to  Blue  Lodge,  No.  118,  at  Schoolcraft,  and  Chap- 
ter, No.  54.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  children: 
Isa  H.,  who  is  a  music  teacher;  Walter  F.,  who  is 
assistant  leader  of  the  Marine  Band  at  Washington ; 
and  Henry  W.,  who  is  assisting  his  father  in  his 
farming  operations. 


i  i  t  \  t     I  ^iB^  »  > 


<|  I^ILLIAM  F.  MONTAGUE.  The  worthy 
\/jJ//  ^^^i^^^  ^f  this  brief  life  notice  was  born 
V^  August  6,  1849,  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  and  is 
now  making  his  home  in  Kalamazoo  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  the  son  of  Stephen  S. 
Montague,  he  having  been  born  December  8, 1818, 
in  Hadley,  Mass.  He  there  kept  a  store  a  short 
time  and  then  engaged  in  farming,  from  which  he 
went  to  railroading  and  was  baggageman  and  con- 
ductor on  the  Albany  &  Northern  Railroad.  He  left 
railroading  and  came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in 
Kalamazoo  Township,  buying  a  farm  on  the  town 
line  of  Oshtemo  and  Kalamazoo.  In  his  poli- 
tics, he  was  a  strong  Democrat  and  a  man  well 
liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  June  6, 
1887,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  He  was  married  in 
Massachusetts,  his  wife  being  also  a  native  of  the 
same  place  as  himself.  One  child  was  born  to 
their  union,  William  F.,  the  subje(;t  of  this  sketch. 
Giles  C.  Kellogg,  the  grandfather  on  the  mother's 
side,  was  also  an  early  settler  in  Hadley,  and  for 
twenty-seven  years  was  Registrar  of  Deeds  in  that 
town.  Our  subject  was  eight  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Michigan,  and  he  attended 
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school  at  Kalamazoo,  and  also  took  a  business 
course  in  Parsons'  Business  College  when  it  was 
first  organized.  Our  subject  was  married,  in  1878, 
to  Miss  Susan  A.  Latta.  Mrs.  Montague  was  a 
daughter  of  Albert  and  Lois  Latta,  of  Osh- 
temo  Township,  and  of  whom  a  sketch  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Three 
children  have  come  to  bless  the  home  of  this 
couple:  Lucy,  aged  nine  years;  Charles  F.,  two 
years,  and  Ida,  one  year.  Our  subject's  father 
bought  forty  acres  on  his  first  coming  here,  paying 
$2,800  for  it,  and  our  subject  has  since  added  sixty 
acres  to  it,  and  now  has  on  his  place  a  large  and 
handsome  residence  with  good  and  substantial 
outbuildings.  He  has  been  a  prominent  and  active 
man  since  his  coming  here  and  has  run  a  number 
of  times  for  township  offices.  He  was  appointed 
Deputy  Sheriff  in  1875  under  Charles  Gibbs,  and 
served  two  years;  in  1882,  he  was  appointed  Under 
Sheriff  under  John  Galligan,  and  served  three 
years;  was  Assistant  Postmaster  of  Kalamazoo 
one  year,  and  was  elected  Sheriff  in  1886,  serving 
in  this  office  two  years.  Mr.  Montague  moved* 
to  Kalamazoo  City  in  1882,  and  in  1889  returned 
to  his  farm, and  that  same  year  was  elected  Town 
Treasurer  and  the  next  year  was  made  Supervisor. 
All  of  these  offices  he  has  held  with  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned.  He  was,  however,  defeated 
for  Legislature  in  1890,  by  John  Lusk.  He  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  his  town  in  the  spring  of 
1892. 


-S3 


^^^[ 


<!  MLLIAM  H.  SNYDER,  Postmaster  at 
\jiJl/  Schoolcraft,  is  one  of  the  brave  soldiers, 
\^/^  who,  during  the  late  war,  enlisted  in  the 
defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  and  served 
with  valor  on  many  a  hard-fought  battlefield. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  clothing  and  gents'  furnishing  business  at 
Schoolcraft,  and  in  connection  with  the  manage- 
ment of  his  extensive  trade  has  served  as  Post- 
master since  July,  1889. 

Born  in  Lewisburg,  Union  County,  Pa.,  August 
7,  1841,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Reuben  and 
Julia  (Swartz)  Snyder.  His  education  was  gained 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  village  where  he  was 


born,  after  which  he  entered  Bucknell  University 
and  prosecuted  his  studies  with  ardor  under  pro- 
ficient instructors.  His  school  days  completed,  he 
became  salesman  in  a  general  store  at  Bloomsburg, 
Pa.,  and  there  remained  until  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  War. 

Although  only  twenty  years  old  at  the  time,  Mr. 
Snyder  enlisted  July  17,  1861,  in  Company  A, 
Sixth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  served  three 
years,  participating  in  some  of  the  most  import- 
tant  engagements  of  the  war  as  well  as  in  many 
skirmishes,  where,  although  the  results  were  not  so 
serious,  the  danger  to  life  was  even  greater.  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Drainsville,  Bull  Run, 
South  Mountain  and  Antietam,  and  during  the 
last  engagement  was  seriously  wounded  by  a  ball 
which  penetrated  his  body.  When  he  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  wound,  he  served  on  de- 
tached duty  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  and    was  then  honorably    discharged. 

On  his  return  from  the  front,  Mr.  Snyder  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Jeanesville,  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  and  remained  in  that  connection  un- 
til the  spring  of  1866.  Coming  to  Schoolcraft  at 
that  time,  he  entered  a  general  store  as  salesman 
and  followed  that  occupation  four  years,  after 
which  he  embarked  in  a  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Snyder,  Underwood 
&  Co.,  the  partnership  being  dissolved  after  ten 
years'  connection.  Mr.  Snyder  then  bought  a 
stock  of  gents'  furnishing  goods  and  commenced 
the  business  which  still  engages  his  attention. 

Being  greatly  interested  in  educational  matters, 
Mr.  Snyder  has  served  with  efl^ciency  on  the  School 
Board  as  well  as  in  other  local  positions  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  his  sympa- 
thies being  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  prom- 
inentl}^  identified  with  Burson  Post,  No.  303, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  order  of 
Maccabees  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  home 
in  Schoolcraft  is  presided  over  by  his  amiable  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Alice  Underwood,  who  was  born  in 
the  village  where  she  still  resides.  Their  mar- 
riage took  place  December  31,  1867,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  five  sons:  Charles  R.,  Roy  W., 
Harry  W.  George  D.  and  Theodore  U.,  intelligent 
and  genial  young  men,  whose  prospects  for  future 
honors  are  most  flattering. 
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eHARLES  L.  BARRETT.  The  portrait  on 
the  opposite  page  represents  a  leading  offi- 
cial of  Allegan  County,  who  occupies  the 
position  of  County  Clerk,  discharging  its  various 
duties  with  much  ability.  His  father,  Marvin  Bar- 
rett, was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  was  one 
of  the  oldest  pioneers  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich., 
to  which  he  came  in  1832.  He  carried  on  a  farm 
in  Richland  Township  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1884.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Helen  M.  Dolson,  was  also  a  native  of  New 
York  and  still  lives  at  Richland,  aged  sixty-one 
years. 

Born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  Marvin  Barrett 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  resided,  until  he  was 
twenty-seven  years  old, with  his  parents,  Hildah  and 
Elizabeth  (Cummings)  Barrett,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York,  and  farmers  by  occupation.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  1832  and  settled  in  Kalama- 
zoo County,  where  they  died.  Hildah  Barrett  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Richland  and  loaned  the  money  to  erect  the 
church  building,  at  that  time  being  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  of  the  county.  He  and  his  wife  were 
devoted  Presbyterians  and  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  formerly 
an  Abolitionist  and  later  a  Republican,  and  occu- 
pied many  prominent  offices  in  his  township.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Richland  in  which  he  held  many  respon- 
sible offices. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living,  as  follows:  Our  sub- 
ject, Mrs.  Emma  Little,  James,  Frank  W.,  William 
E.  and  George  M.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  John  H.  Dolson,  was  a  native  of  New 
York  City,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers. 
He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  serving  through- 
out the  war.  He  was  married  three  times  and  be- 
came the  father  of  twenty-seven  children,  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters  by  each  wife.  He  was  a 
farmer  through  life  and  came  to  Michigan  in  an 
early  day,  settling  where  Battle  Creek  now  stands 
and  where  he  is  buried. 

In  Kalamazoo  County,  this  State,  Charles  L. 
Barrett  was  born  August  2,  1848.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  seminary  at  Richland  and  the 
26 


Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  111.  After 
leaving  school  he  taught  for  several  winters,  also 
following  farming  at  Richland.  He  came  to  Alle- 
gan County  in  1876  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Mill  Grove,  which  he  followed  for  some 
four  years.  Afterward  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Pine 
Plains  Township,  where  he  has  since  lived  and 
which  is  located  three  miles  from  the  village  of 
Allegan.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Township 
Clerk  for  four  years  and  has  been  Director  in  the 
schools  for  some  time,  always  taking  a  deep  inter- 
est in  educational  matters.  Mr.  Barrett  was  elected 
to  his  present  position  as  County  Clerk  in  the  fall 
of  1886  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term,  which 
proves  his  popularity  with  the  people. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Barrett,  October  15,  1872, 
united  him  with  Miss  Emma  Crosby,  of  Richland, 
a  daughter  of  Randall  and  Elizabeth  (Miles) 
Crosby,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came  West  at 
an  early  day  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Richland 
Township.  The  father  died  on  the  old  homestead; 
the  mother  passed  away  in  Allegan.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  w^ere  born  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Randall  M.,  Carl  H.,  Florence  B.,  Hattie  C, 
Margery  N.,  Florine  M.,  and  an  infant  unnamed. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Barrett  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  United  Workmen. 


— -^ 
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EZRA  A.  PALMER,  M.  D.  The  profession 
which  represents  the  beneficent  healing  art 
has  many  noble  members,  whose  lives  are 
filled  with  acts  of  goodness  and  whose  most  stren- 
uous efforts  are  to  attain  that  skill  which  is  neces- 
sary in  saving  life  and  restoring  health.  Such  a 
life  work  raises  a  man  above  the  sordid  motives 
which  actuate  many  people  and  gives  to  life  a 
meaning  which  more  mercenary  callings  cannot 
grant.  We  are  therefore  always  gratified  to  be 
able  to  introduce  to  our  readers  the  physicians  who 
have  won  for  themselves  a  high  place  in  the  pro- 
fession in  Van  Buren  County. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Hartford,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
physicians  in  the  county  and  has  a  lucrative  prac- 
tice.   He  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N,  Y.,    in 
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1850,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Paw  Paw, 
this  State,  when  three  years  old.  He  is  the  son  of 
Henry  R.  and  Margaret  (Plantz)  Palmer.  The 
father  was  born  in  1815  in  New  York  and  was  the 
son  of  Samuel  Palmer.  Our  subject  was  the  only 
son  of  his  parents,  but  had  three  sisters,  namely: 
Lueretia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Clarke;  Nancy 
A.  and  Lovella. 

Dr.  Palmer  grew  to  mature  years  in  Van  Buren 
County  and  began  the  study  of  medicine  while 
teaching  school,  which  profession  he  followed  five 
years.  He  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
Michigan  University  in  1874  and,  when  graduating 
from  that  institution,  at  once  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Hartford.  In  1886  Dr.  Palmer 
took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Chicago  Med- 
ical College  and  bears  a  wide  reputation  in  this 
section  as  a  skillful  and  progressive  physican. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Mason  and  in  political  matters 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


=i^^ 


lj^\  RS.  ELIZABETH  JOYCE,  widow  of  H.  D. 
Joyce,  is  a  woman  of  marked  capability 
and  excellent  business  qualifications,  and 
she  is  managing  her  well-ordered  farm  on 
section  25,  Charleston  Township,  with  the  best  of 
success.  She  is  a  native  of  Rush  Township,  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.,  her  birth  occurring  February  9, 
1828.  Her  father  was  Joseph  Fishell,  a  son  of 
Henry  Fishell,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  were  of  German  descent.  Mrs.  Joj^ce's 
father  was  born  near  Pittsburg,  but  when  he  was 
young  his  parents  removed  to  Monroe  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  he  grew  to  man's  estate.  He  adopted 
the  calling  of  a  farmer,  and  in  1846  took  up  his 
residence  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged at  his  occupation  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
becoming  one  of  the  largest  farmers  of  his  com- 
munity, and  one  of  its  foremost  citizens.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat until  1840  when  he  voted  for  the  grand- 
father of  our  present  President,  and  on  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  party  he  gave  it  his 
allegiance.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Amelia  Leiter.     She  was  born   in 


Maryland,  and  lived  in  that  State  until  she  was 
twenty  years  old.  She  then  went  to  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  married.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband,  she  came  to  Michigan,  and 
spent  her  last  days  with  her  daughter,  of  whom  we 
write,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  four  daughters 
and  five  sons,  one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years,  and  these  five  are  yet  living:  Henry, 
a  resident  of  New  York;  Elizabeth;  Eveline,  wife 
of  Dr.  E.  Cobb,  of  Perry;  Susan,  wife  of  Martin 
Amidon,  of  New  York;  and  Joseph,  a  resident  of 
Ionia  County. 

Mrs.  Joyce  is  the  fourth  child  and  second  daugh- 
ter of  the  family.  She  was  well  trained  in  her 
home  and  became  an  excellent  housewife.  She 
was  eighteen  years  old  when  her  parents  removed 
to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  H.  D.  Joyce  took  place  February  11, 
1858. 

Mr.  Joyce  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
February  14,  1826.  He  was  a  son  of  John  J. 
Joyce,  a  miller  who  plied  his  trade  in  Herkimer 
County  until  his  removal  to  Genesee  County  in 
1840,  his  death  subsequently  occurring  in  that 
county.  He  married  Mary  Smith,  a  native  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Joyce  was  the  oldest  of  their 
five  children.  After  marriage,  he  and  his  wife  came 
to  Michigan  to  build  up  a  home  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  casting  in  their  fortunes  with  the  pioneers 
of  Charleston  Township,  where  they  at  first  set- 
tled on  section  26.  They  lived  there  about  seven- 
teen years,  and  then  took  up  their  residence  on  the 
farm  on  section  25,  adjoining  on  the  east,  where 
Mrs.  Joyce  still  makes  her  home. 

September  14,  1887,  Mr.  Joyce  was  killed  by  his 
team  running  away,  and  all  that  is  mortal  of  him 
now  lies  in  the  cemetery  in  Charleston  Township. 
Dying  thus  in  the  midst  of  a  busy  career,  which 
had  been  alike  honorable  to  himself  and  to  his 
adopted  township,  he  was  greatly  missed  in  this 
part  of  the  county  where  he  had  lived  so  long  and 
had  labored  to  such  a  good  purpose  in  developing 
its  resources,  and  his  memorj^  is  warmly  cherished 
by  the  entire  community  by  whom  he  was  so  well 
known  and  so  highly  regarded  for  those  sterling 
qualities  that  marked  him  in  all  his  relations  with 
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others.  He  was  always  greatly  interested  in  what- 
ever concerned  the  township  and  county,  and  took 
pleasure  in  their  advancement,  contributing  liber- 
ally to  all  feasible  plans  for  internal  improve- 
ments or  for  other  purposes.  Politically,  he  was 
a  good  Democrat,  and  stood  firmly  by  his  party. 

After  her  husband's  death,  Mrs.  Joyce  bought 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  estate,  and 
has  ever  since  had  charge  of  the  farm,  giving  it 
her  personal  supervision,  looking  carefully  after 
every  detail,  and  there  is  no  better  managed  farm 
in  the  vicinity  than  hers.  She  is  an  indefatigable 
worker,  requiring  no  assistance  in  the  management 
of  her  household  affairs,  which  receive  due  atten- 
tion, notwithstanding  her  multiplicity  of  cares. 
She  has  always  done  her  own  housework,  never 
having  had  a  girl  work  for  her  but  for  three  weeks 
while  her  husband  lived.  She  hires  a  man  to  attend 
to  the  farm  the  year  round,  and  during  the  busy 
seasons  has  extra  men  working  for  her.  She  is  a 
general  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  having  her  farm 
well  supplied  with  standard  stock,  and  deriving  a 
comfortable  income  from  her  business. 


^OHN  B.  SHERED.  The  gentleman  whom 
'  we  here  represent  is  one  who  enjoys  the 
^^  I  confidence  of  the  business  community,  where 
y^fJ  his  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 
He  may  be  classed  among  the  thrifty  and  intelligent 
citizens  of  Waverly  Township,  Yan  Buren  County, 
and  both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  highly  es- 
teemed members  of  societ3^  He  is  a  native  of 
Venango,  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born 
February  28,  1832.  His  father  was  Jacob  Shered, 
a  son  of  Andrew  Shered,  whose  father  came  from 
Germany  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  during  the 
Colonial  days. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Whitley  County,  Pa.,  in  1772,  and  was  a  currier  in 
his  early  days,  but  afterward  became  a  farmer.  His 
death  occurred  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  whither  he  had 
removed.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  tenets  of  the  Re- 


formed Church.  The  maiden  name  of  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject  was  Elizabeth  Mower.  She 
bore  her  husband  a  family  of  eighteen  children, 
and  died  also  in  her  eighty-second  year. 

Jacob  Shered 's  birth  also  occurred  in  Whitley 
County,  Pa.,  his  natal  day  being  August  22,  1800. 
He  was  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Crawford  County,  where  his  decease  occurred 
in  August,  1891.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  a  man  greatly  respected  in  his  com- 
munity. The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mrs.  Mary 
(Braden)  Shered.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  parental  family  of  thirteen  children:  William, 
Lucy,  Josiah,  Mary  A.,  Hiram,  Simon,  John  B., 
Andrew,  George  T.,  Elizabeth,  Jacob,  Susan  R. 
and  Hannah  A.  Mrs.  Jacob  Shered  died  in  1889, 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  her  eighty-sixth  year.  She 
was  of  Irish  origin. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  placed  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch  was  given  limited  school 
advantages,  but  made  the  most  of  his  opportuni- 
ties, and  to-day  ranks  among  the  intelligent  agri- 
culturists of  Waverly  Township.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  began  life 
for  himself  by  working  out  at  $14  per  month.  He 
continued  in  that  line  of  work  for  two  years,when 
he  was  married,  and  was  variously  employed  for 
the  succeeding  few  years,  the  greater  part  of  his 
time,  however,  being  devoted  to  his  trade  of  a  ma- 
son. In  1861, he  felt  that  he  could  better  his  con- 
dition in  the  oil  regions,  and  thus  began  drilling 
wells,  at  which  he  engaged  for  a  twelvemonth. 
He  then  •  abandoned  his  occupation  and  began 
teaming,  making  $7,000  in  eighteen  months.  He 
was  so  unfortunate,  however,  as  to  lose  half  of  his 
hard  earnings  by  speculating  in  an  oil  well. 

In  April,  1865,  Mr.  Shered  came  to  Michigan,  his 
possessions  at  that  time  including  $2,000  in  money 
and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Paw  Paw  Township,  this 
county,  on  section  16.  In  August,  1867,  he  re- 
moved to  that  farm,  which  he  made  his  home  until 
1876,  having  added  twenty- two  acres  thereto.  He 
then  traded  that  tract  for  ninety  acres  on  section 
16,  in  Waverly  Township,  the  same  county, 
where  he  now  resides.  Together  with  his  son,  he 
added  fifty  acres  to  his  ninety,  and  his  son  besides 
that  owns  forty  acres  in  his  own  right. 
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Mr.  Shered  has  been  Drain  Commissioner  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  town- 
ship. The  Democratic  patty  numbers  him  among 
its  influential  members,  with  which  body  he  always 
casts  his  vote. 

February  21,  1856,  our  subiect  was  married  to 
Rebecca  Larkin,  who  was  born  in  Erie,  Pa.,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Corigan) 
Larkin,  natives  of  Sussex,  England.  The  parents 
were  married  in  Montreal,  Canada, where  the  father 
followed  the  trade  of  a  brick-mason.  He  died  in 
Meadville,  Pa.  Mr.  Larkin  was  twice  married, 
becoming  the  father  of  four  boys  and  three  girls 
by  his  first  marriage.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  (Hemler),  McFarlin,  who  bore  him  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  In  religious  matters,  he 
was  a  Unitarian. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
born  one  child,  a  son,  Milton  J.,  who  married  Miss 
Isadora,  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Mary  A.  (Skin- 
ner) Snell.  They  have  one  child,  named  Glen  E. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shered  were  formerly  Baptists  in  re- 
ligion, but  are  now  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 
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ENRY  J.  KELLOGG  is  a  prominent  farmer 
in  Porter  Township,  Yan  Buren  County, 
the  tract  which  he  operates  being  located 
on  section  33.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  (Voris)  Kellogg,  natives  respectively  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey.  After  their  mar- 
riage, the  parents  of  our  subject  became  residents 
of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  a 
mechanic.  He  was  born  January  12,  1778,  and 
the  mother  November  28,  1786. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Silas 
Kellogg,  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in 
his  eighty-sixth  year.  James  Voris,  his  maternal 
grandfather,  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died 
at  Fen  ton,  N.  J.,  when  sixty  years  of  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Kellogg  are  deceased,  the  mother 
dying  March  30,  1858,  and  the  father  passing 
away  September  30,  1863.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  thirteen  children,  only  three  of  whom  are 
living.     Our  subject  and  his  brother,  William  J., 


served  in  the  Civil  War  in  the  same  regiment. 
William  J.  was  Captain  of  Company  H,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-second  New  York  Infantry,  and 
during  the  three  years  he  was  in  the  army  saw 
much  hard  fighting. 

Henry  J.  Kellogg  was  born  September  15,  1827, 
in  New  Lisbon  Township,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  received  a  common  and  high  school  education. 
He  acted  in  the  capacity  of  pedagogue  for  ninety- 
nine  terms,  beginning  to  teach  when  only  fifteen 
years  of  age,  in  New  York  State.  He  was  married, 
October  3,  1854,  to  Emma  M.,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Rachel  (Johnson)  Bower,  who  resided  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  On  the  paternal  side  of 
the  house,  Mrs.  Kellogg  is  of  Dutch  ancestry.  Mr. 
Bower  died  February  13, 1865,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  April  30,  1882,  when  in  her  seventy-ninth 
year. 

Mrs.  Emma  M.  Kellogg  was  born  September  12, 
1826,  in  Genoa,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  August 
26,  1862,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  H,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-second  New  York  Infantry, 
and  was  Hospital  Steward  of  his  regiment,  serving 
until  April  3,  1864.  His  duties  were  principally 
in  Lincoln  and  Emory  Hospitals  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  After  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Kellogg 
was  sick  for  nearly  two  years.  When  able  to  work 
again,  he  began  teaching,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed until  he  came  to  Michigan,  April  12,  1867, 
and  settled  on  one  hundred  acres  which  is  his 
present  home.  When  it  came  into  his  possession 
it  was  in  a  perfectly  wild  state.  He  immediately 
set  about  clearing  and  improving  his  tract,  erecting 
thereon  a  comfortable  residence  and  all  the  neces- 
sary outbuildings.  His  large  barn  has  a  good 
basement  under  it  and  is  30x50  feet  in  dimensions. 
He  also  has  two  fine  orchards  on  his  place  and 
raises  various  kinds  of  fruits. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellogg  of  this  sketch  have  had 
born  to  them  two  children:  Ella  E.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  George  Fuller,  has  two  children:  Clyde  G. 
and  Earl  K.,  and  resides  in  Porter  Township.  Cora 
A.  resides  at  home  with  her  parents.  Mr.  Kellogg 
has  given  his  children  excellent  educations,  the 
eldest  having  been  a  teacher  for  some  time.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  active  workers  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  denomina- 
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tion  Mr.  Kellogg  has  been  a  Class-leader  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-schpol  for  a  number  of 
years.  While  in  New  York  State  he  was  Superin- 
tendent of  a  Sunday-school  which  numbered  over 
two  hundred  pupils;  he  has  also  acted  in  that  ca- 
pacity at  Marcellus. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  oji  the  School 
Board  of  his  district  for  a  number  of  terms  and 
is  a  Grand  Army  man,  belonging  to  the  post  at 
Marcellus,  of  which  he  was  Commander  for  two 
years.  He  is  now  serving  his  seventh  year  as 
Chaplain  of  the  same.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  is  a  friend  of  temperance.  He 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  in  1871-72-73, 
served  as  County  Superintendent  of  Schools  in 
Van  Buren  County.  He  has  been  Notary  Public 
nearly  all  his  life,  and  is  a  very  prominent  man  in 
this  locality. 
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DAUL  H.  SCHUH,  a  resident  of  Way  land,  is 
)  well  known  as  a  good  citizen  who  has  the 
best  interests  of  his  community  at  heart,  and 
whose  influence  is  always  cast  on  the  side 
of  right.  Therefore  his  biography  and  portrait 
are  valuable  additions  to  this  volume.  His  par- 
ents, David  and  Elizabeth  (Schenabarger)  Schuh, 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  Maryland,  respect- 
ively. They  settled  in  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
where  our  subject  was  born  April  20,  1826,  being 
the  third  in  a  family  of  five  children.  He  was 
given  the  advantages  of  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, but,  by  observation  and  careful  reading,  has 
become  a  well-informed  man.  His  father  was  a 
minister  of  the  Lutheiian  Church,  but  he  decided 
to  learn  a  trade,  and,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  3^ears, 
learned  the  harness  business  at  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  serving  two  and  one-half  years,  and  then 
securing  employment  at  job  work  by  himself  about 
three  years. 

Having  determined  to  enter  in  business  for  him- 
self, Mr.  Schuh  located  at  Spencer,  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Akron,  where  he  resided  four  years, 
and  then  returned  to  Medina,  where  he  remained 
for  six  years.     November   30,  1866,  he   came   to 


Wayland,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
harness  and  saddlery  business.  He  now  makes  a 
specialty  of  manufacturing  a  patent  neck-yoke. 
As  a  business  man,  his  uprightness  and  judicious 
management  are  universally  recognized. 

Mr.  Schuh  was  married  May  1,  1850,  to  Margaret 
E.  Blanot,  of  Medina,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children:  Maurice,  deceased;  William 
H.,  and  one  that  died  in  infancj^  William  H. 
Schuh  is  a  partner  with  his  father,  having  been 
connected  with  him  since  his  majority,  and  is  now 
operating  a  fruit  farm.  He  married  Nenah  Lillie, 
of  Kalamazoo,  and  they  have  two  children,  George 
and  Norris.  Mr.  Schuh  belongs  to  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  has  held  the  oflfice  of  Alderman  for  a 
number  of  terms,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are  active  in 
all  good  works.  They  are  among  the  substantial 
residents  of  Wayland,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends. 


ENRY  S.  ROCKWELL.  The  pleasant  farm 
located  on  section  33,  Portage  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  is  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  has  placed  his  estate  under  excel- 
lent cultivation,  and  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops, 
reaps  a  fine  income.  He  is  honest  and  upright  in 
all  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen,  and  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  son  of  the  late  Na- 
thaniel and  Maria  (Van  Hoesen)  Rockwell.  The 
father  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
mother  in  New  York.  They  made  the  journey  to 
this  State  in  the  fall  of  1852,  coming  hither  from 
Wj^oming  County  and  locating  in  Portage  Town- 
ship. They  made  this  place  their  home  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Rockwell,  which  occurred  in  Janu- 
ary, 1865.  The  mother  still  survives  and  makes 
her  home  with  a  daughter  in  Hinsdale,  111. 

Of  the  parental  family  of  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  Henry  S.  was  the  fifth  child,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  June  8, 
1837.    He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
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luoval  to  this  State,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
farm  in  Portage  Township.  August  4,  1864,  he 
was  married  in  Kalamazoo  to  Miss  Florence  Brown, 
who  was  born  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  this  county, 
and  by  whom  he  has  become  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, Lena  M.  and  Floyd  N. 

Mr.  Rockwell  has  been  Township  Treasurer  for  a 
period  of  two  years,  and,  in  politics,  is  an  active 
and  earnest  Democrat.  He  has  always  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  owns  at  the 
present  time  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  of 
improved  property. 
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YLVANUS  N.  PIKE.  The  varied  exper- 
iences of  a  half  century  have  given  to  this 
gentleman  a  broad  knowledge  of  human 
nature  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  goodly 
amount  of  this  world's  possessions  as  well.  He  re- 
sides in  the  village  of  Martin,  where  he  and  his 
family  have  established  an  attractive  home  and  en- 
joy an  acquaintance  among  the  best  people  of  the 
community.  The  business  which  chiefly  engages 
his  attention  is  the  buying  and  selling  of  cattle, 
and  his  ventures  in  that  direction  have  been  finan- 
cially remunerative.  He  rents  his  splendid  farm, 
which  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  23,  Watson  Township. 

The  Green  Mountain  State  was  the  early  home 
of  Sylvanus  and  Almira  (Streeter)  Pike,  parents 
of  our  subject,  and  both  were  born  in  Whitingham, 
Windham  County,  Vt.,  the  father  June  23,  1811, 
and  the  mother  in  1807.  They  passed  their  early 
married  life  in  Vermont,  but  removed  thence  to 
New  York  and  later  came  to  Michigan,  where  the 
mother  died  May  23,  1869.  The  father  still  sur- 
vives at  an  advanced  age  and  makes  his  home  in 
section  23,  Watson  Township.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now 
living:  the  subject  of  this  notice,  and  James  L., 
who  resides  in  Trowbridge  Township. 

At  the  age  of  seven,  our  subject  accompanied  his 
parents  from  his  native  home  in  Whitingham,  Vt, 
where  he  was  born  April  18,  1842,  to  the  State  of 
New  York.  After  remaining  in  St.  Lawrence 
County  one  year,  he  accompanied   his   father  to 


Jefferson  County,  the  same  State,  and  there  so- 
journed four  years.  Later  he  went  back  to  Ver- 
mont and  after  spending  one  winter  there,  returned 
to  the  Empire  State  and  from  there  proceeded 
westward  to  Lenawee  County,  this  State,  where  he 
located  on  a  farm.  He  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  jbhat  county  for  five  years  and  then 
came  to  Allegan  County  in  1860,  locating  where 
he  now  resides  and  at  once  commencing  the  work 
of  improvement. 

On  April  18,  1869,  Mr.  Pike  was  married  in 
Otsego,  this  State,  to  Martha  L.  (Wilson)  Kent,  the 
widow  of  James  Kent.  Mrs.  Pike  was  born  in 
Ontario  County,  Canada,  August  6,  1840,  and  her 
union  with  Mr.  Pike  has  brought  to  them  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Almira  S.,  Sylvanvs  S.,  Sarah  A. 
and  Linton  A.,  all  of  whom  are  now  at  home  with 
their  parents.  By  her  first  marriage,  Mrs.  Pike  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children:  Alice  J.,  the  wife 
of  Lewis  Holmes,  of  Kalamazoo;  and  MaryE.,  who 
is  Mrs.  John  Russell,  and  resides  in  Martin.  The 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  Mr. 
Pike  owns  is  well  improved  and  contains  a  good 
set  of  buildings. 

In  former  years  Mr.  Pike  was  a  firm  Republican 
but  he  is  now  a  Prohibitionist  in  principle  and 
casts  his  ballot  for  the  candidate  whom  he  believes 
best  qualified  for  the  office.  He  has  served  with 
efficiency  as  Pathmaster,  and  was  School  Director 
six  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  of  Wat- 
son Township,  and  has  for  years  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  Church  of  God,  where  he  is  now 
Deacon  and  has  been  Secretary  for  ten  years.  His 
influence  as  an  upright  citizen  has  been  extensive, 
and  his  long  life  of  integrity  has  won  for  him  the 
universal  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 


^^l@^@l 


;ILES  S.  RATHBUN,  who  has  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Decatur  since  1878, 
\^£h  w^s  born  on  the  26th  of  March,  1821,  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  1^.,  and  is  one  of  eleven  chil- 
dren whose  parents  were  Joshua  and  Diadama 
Rathbun.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer. 
Removing  to  New  York,  he   located   in   Cayuga 
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County,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  death  occurred  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1826,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  with- 
in a  month.  Of  their  children  all  grew  to  mature 
years  and  the  average  age  of  the  five  yet  living  is 
over  seventy-five. 

Niles  Rathbun  was  left  an  orphan  when  a  lad 
of  five  summers.  He  was  then  taken  care  of  by 
his  brother  Edward,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  began  work 
as  a  farm  hand  and  was  thus  employed  for  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period,  he  com- 
menced buying  and  selling  horses,  cattle  and 
sheep  and  soon  afterward  purchased  a  farm  in 
Cayuga  County,  which  he  operated  in  connection 
with  his  stock  business.  At  the  age  of  thirty-one, 
he  left  the  county  of  his  nativity  and  going  to 
Allegany  County  began  carrying  on  a  hotel.  He  al- 
so operated  a  livery  stable  and  while  there  residing 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  position  he 
held  for  eight  years.  In  1867,  he  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  West  and  located  in  Oak 
Claim  City,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  loaning 
money.  He  had  resided  there  only  a  year  when 
he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  as 
such  for  eight  years.  He  also  carried  on  the  gro- 
cery and  lumber  business  until  a  decade  had  passed 
when  he  came  to  Decatur.  His  fitness  for  the  of- 
fice of  Justice  seems  evident,  for  during  the  first 
year  of  his  residence  here  he  was  elected  and  served 
for  four  years. 

In  1852,  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Rath- 
bun  and  Miss  Lucy  Cheesbro,  a  native  of  that 
county,  were  married.  Unto  them  were  born  two 
children  but  the  elder  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  Their  son,  Edwin  N.,  who  was  born  in 
1859,  is  one  of  Decatur's  rising  young  business  men. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business,  is 
Notary  Public,  counselor  at  law  and  correspon- 
dent for  several  of  the  city  newspapers. 

In  his  political  aflSliations,  Mr.  Rathbun  is  a 
Republican  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Decatur  in  1878,  and  has  continued  it 
uninterruptedly  since.  He  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  and  one  who  is  highly  respected  for  his 
integrity  and  just  dealings.    He  carries  an  excellent 


and  complete  line  of  goods,  and  the  liberal  patron- 
age which  is  now  accorded  him  is  well  merited  as 
the  result  of  his  industrious  and  enterprising  ef- 
forts. The  people  repose  in  him  the  utmost 
confidence  and  their  trust  has  never  been  mis- 
placed. 


eEPHAS  S.KENT.  The  citizens  of  Michigan 
who  have  come  from  New  York  have  al- 
most invariably  brought  with  them  such 
traits  and  habits  of  life  as  have  rendered  them  of 
value  in  their  new  home.  Their  industry  and 
frugality  and  their  rugged  perseverance  have 
helped  them  to  attain  such  a  degree  of  success  as 
en  chances  the  prosperity  of  their  neighbors.  Such 
a  one  we  find  in  the  man  before  us. 

Cephas  S.  Kent  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N. 
Y.,  March  31,  1839,  and  was  the  son  of  Ahira  and 
Tryphosa  (Tuckerman)  Kent,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  York,  respectively.  The  paternal  an- 
cestors of  our  subject  were  English  and  this  grand- 
father was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
Kent  family  also  figured  prominently  in  the 
Revolutionaiy  struggle.  Our  subject  was  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  this  State,  he 
with  an  older  brother  coming  overland  by  the 
way  of  Canada  and  with  the  family  located  in 
Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  Their 
mother  died  September  18,  1891;  the  father  still 
makes  his  home  on  the  old  farm  and  is  past  four- 
score years  of  age. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  man's  estate 
on  his  father's  farm  and  after  attaining  his  majority 
engaged  for  four  years  in  the  merchandising  busi- 
ness in  Augusta.  He  was  given  a  good  education, 
supplementing  his  primary  studies  at  the  common 
schools  by  a  course  at  the  Albion  College.  May 
19,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  C.  Wood- 
ward, a  native  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  her 
natal  day  being  September  24,  1840.  Mrs.  Kent 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Eddy) 
Woodward,  who  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
Her  parents  were  of  English  descent  and  Grand- 
father Woodward  was  a  patriot  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.     In  1853,  Miss  Harriet  accompanied  her 
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parents  on  their  removal  to  Michigan,  where  they 
located  in  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo  Count3^ 
They  passed  their  last  days  in  Augusta  village. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing four  children:  Albert;  Mary,  who  is  a 
teacher  in  the  public  school;  Glenn,  who  is  also 
a  teacher,  and  Richard.  Mr.  Kent  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres  of  cultivated  land,  upon  which 
he  has  made  all  the  improvements  which  stamp  it 
as  a  first-class  estate.  Mrs.  Kent  is  identified  with 
the  Ladies'  Library  Association  of  Augusta  and  al- 
so with  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  In  politics,  our 
subject  is  a  Republican. 


ETH  VROMAN  is  a  highlj-  respected  citizen 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  has  ac- 
quired a  comfortable  property  by  his  farm- 
ing operations,  although  he  has  had  much 
to  contend  with  since  he  settled  in  Brady  Town- 
ship, and  began  to  build  a  home  and  improve  a 
farm  on  section  21.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Aurora,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  June  19, 1841.  Lewis 
Vroman,  his  father,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  was  born  October  10,  1807.  His  parents  came 
from  Germany,  and  died  when  he  was  only  eight 
years  old.  He  was  a  cooper  in  early  life,  and  also 
engaged  in  shoe'making  and  in  farming  after  mar- 
riage. He  came  to  Michigan  in  1858,  journeying 
by  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit,  and  from  there  by  wagon 
to  this  county.  He  settled  in  Brady  Township, 
but  a  year  and  a  half  later  he  went  to  Kansas  in  a 
covered  wagon,  and  was  five  months  on  the  way 
there  and  back,  as  he  did  not  make  a  very  long 
stay  in  that  then  troublous  Territory.  Returning 
to  Brady  Township,  he  located  on  a  farm  here,  and 
a  year  later  bought  forty  acres  of  the  farm  now 
belonging  to  our  subject.  He  died  on  his  homestead, 
April  16,  1875,  and  thus  rounded  out  a  useful  and 
honorable  life  of  sixty-seven  years,  six  months  and 
six  days.  His  faithful  wife  did  not  long  survive 
him,  but  died  September  14,  1876.  Her  name 
was  Sarah  Tripp,  and  she  was  born  in  Vermont, 
August  3,  1810.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
conscientious,  consistent  Christians,  and  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.     They  reared  six 


out  of  their  seven  children,  namely:  George,  Lu- 
cius H.,  Seth,  Augusta  M.,  Jane  E.,  and  Charles  H. 
The  ancestors  on  the  mother's  side  of  the  house  were 
genuine  New  England  Yankees.  Grandfather 
Tripp  was  a  farmer.  He  lived  to  be  nearly  a  hun- 
dred years  old.  His  wife  died  December  18,  1856, 
aged  seventy -nine  years  and  two  days.  They  had 
seven  children. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  much  as  that 
of  other  farmers'  boys.  He  attended  the  district 
school,  which  was  taught  under  the  rate-bill  sys- 
tem, and  on  his  father's  farm  gained  a  good  in- 
sight into  farming.  He  came  to  this  county  with 
his  parents  in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  also  accom- 
panied them  in  their  journey  to  and  from  Kansas. 
The  country  in  this  region  was  then  but  sparsely 
settled,  with  here  and  there  a  cabin  in  the  woods. 
Deer  were  plentiful,  and  our  subject  occasion- 
ally secured  some  venison  with  his  trusty  rifle, 
when  he  found  time  to  hunt.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  began  life  for  himself,  having  worked  out 
by  the  month  for  several  seasons  before  he  attained 
his  majority.  He  bought  forty  acres  of  land  and 
still  continued  an  inmate  of  the  parental  home 
while  he  farmed  it.  April  6,  1865,  he  cast  aside 
his  work  to  enlist,  and  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was 
mustered  in  at  Kalamazoo,  and  sent  to  the  regi- 
ment at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark.,  where  he  and  his 
comrades  engaged  in  some  skirmishes  with  the  reb- 
els. Army  life  did  not  agree  with  him  and  he  was 
taken  sick.  He  was  placed  in  the  hospital  at  that 
point  and  remained  there  about  three  weeks.  His 
military  career  was  brought  to  a  close  by  his  hon- 
orable discharge,  at  Little  Rock,  July,  1865.  He 
contracted  a  chronic  disease  while  at  the  front, 
which  entitles  him  to  a  pension  of  fourteen  dollars 
a  month. 

Mr.  Vroman  returned  to  Brady  Township  when 
he  left  the  army,  and  settled  here  permanently. 
He  has  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fort}^ 
acres,  the  most  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  buildings  of  a  commodious,  sub- 
stantial order  adorn  the  place.  He  erected  his 
residence  in  1886,  and  has  a  roomy,  pleasant  dwel- 
ling, supplied  with  every  comfort  and  convenience, 
and   he  has  several  barns  and    other  outhouses. 
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He  engages  in  general  farming,  and  raises  Perch- 
eron  horses,  cattle  of  good  grades,  and  both  fine 
and  coarse  wooled  sheep,  and  has  some  of  the  for- 
mer variety  that  he  procured  in  Pennsylvania, 
that  are  registered.  Mr.  Vroman  stands  with  the 
Republicans  in  politics,  yet,  notwithstanding  that 
fact,  he  has  held  the  offices  of  Treasurer  and  High- 
way Commissioner  several  terms,  although  the 
township  is  largely  democratic.  He  is  popular 
among  his  fellow-citizens,  who  recognize  his  fit- 
ness for  public  life,  and  have  sensibly  elected  him 
to  responsible  positions,  regardless  of  party  ties, 
as  they  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  sound,  round- 
about sense,  of  clear  discernment  and  good  business 
habits.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Lodge, 
No.  194,  at  Vicksburg.  It  is  Mr.  Vroman 's  pride 
that  all  that  he  has  he  has  made  himself,  never  hav- 
ing as  much  as  a  cent  given  to  him,  nor  receiving 
outside  aid  in  any  shape.  He  has  met  with  several 
reverses.  Atone  time  he  lost  $1,000  on  his  wheat 
by  storing  it  and  another  man's  selling  it,  which 
left  him  penniless. 

Our  subject  was  married,  January  25,  1865,  to 
Miss  Ella  Blair,  who  was  born  in  this  township,  in 
1846;  she  died  without  issue  in  1879.  Mr.  Vro- 
man was  a  second  time  married,  February  18, 1880, 
Miss  Mary  J.  Guyer  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  February  18,  1863.  Three 
children  are  the  fruit  of  this  union,  named  Pearl, 
Erma  and  Minnie. 


'F,_^^ARRI80N  HUTCHINS.  This  worthy  old 
ifjl  pioneer,  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the 
/IW^  opposite  page,  is  at  present  residing  on 
i^)  section  1,  Ganges  Township,  Allegan 
County.  He  was  born  in  Rutland  Countj^,  Vt.,  in 
1815,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Sally  Hutchins. 
The  father  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State  and  received  a  very  limited  education, 
as  when  quite  young  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  Sally,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Burnel,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Vermont.  Mr.  Burnel  was  a 
farmer,  and  during  the  Revolutionary  War  served 


his  country  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities. He  was  very  prominent  in  political  affairs 
in  his  community  and  served  several  terms  in  the 
Vermont  Legislature,  finally  declining  further 
oflSce  on  account  of  his  advanced  vears. 

Harrison  Hutchins  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  born  to  his  parents,  only  four  of  whom  are 
living.  Two  died  in  infancy,  and  the  remaining 
nine  bore  the  names  of  Sophia,  Adeline,  Alvin, 
Louisa,  Samuel,  David,  Harrison,  Cynthia,  and 
Sarah.  David  Hutchins,  on  removing  to  New 
York,  first  located  in  St.  Lawience  County,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  running  a  sawmill.  His  next 
removal  was  to  Jefferson  County,  where  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Fourteen  years  later 
he  came  to  Allegan  County  with  his  family,  where 
he  lived  until  his  death.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  INEasonic  fraternity,  and  stood  by 
his  order  during  the  strong  excitement  of  the 
Morgan  episode. 

Although  his  school  days  were  few,  our  subject 
was  diligent  in  prosecuting  his  studies  at  home, 
and  thus  acquired  a  good  fund  of  information. 
On  attaining  his  eleventh  year,  he  went  to  work 
in  a  factory,  and  three  years  later  migrated  to 
Canada,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  brickyard. 
He  came  to  Michigan  when  twenty  years  of  age 
and,  in  1838,  located  in  Ganges  Township,  Allegan 
County,  where  he  was  the  first  settler.  His  pio- 
neer life  is  well  described  in  the  following  poem, 
written  by  his  wife  and  read  at  an  Old  Settlers' 
meeting  in  Allegan  a  few  ^ears  ago.  It  is  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  poem,  and  the  sturdy  youth 
referred  to  is  her  husband: 

*'No  rushing  cars  m  noisy  haste 

At  Fennville  depot  called. 
No  logs  from  out  the  pinery 

To  Fennville  e'er  were  hauled. 

"The  Indian  built  his  wigwam  then 

Beside  the  lake  so  fair. 
And  feasted  on  the  shining  bass. 

The  muskrat  and  the  bear. 

"The  houses  then  in  Allegan 

Were  numbered  by  the  score — 
Upon  its  public  square,  my  friends, 

The  pine  trees  numbered  more. 
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"The  rippling  waves  of  Hutcliiiis'  Lake 

The  unbroken  green  encased, 
And  where  you  now  view  verdant  fields 

There  lay  a  wooded  waste. 

"McCormiek,  the  first  pioneer, 

The  emerald  surface  broke. 
And  from  his  clayey  chimney 

First  arose  the  white  man's  smoke. 

"And  next  there  came  a  sturdy  youth 

His  future  home  to  make. 
And  cut  a  path  and  built  a  house 

Beside  the  shining  lake. 

"His  step,  so  firm  and  buoyant  then, 

Is  not  as  lithe  to-day; 
His  forehead  bald,  his  raven  locks 

Old  Time  has  turned  to  gray. 

"As  time  rolled  on  new  neighbors  came, 

A  handful,  three  or  four. 
And  while  they  much  of  hardship  saw, 

They'd  courage  to  endure. 

"O'er  rooty  road  from  Allegan 

The  oxen  drew  their  food. 
And  pumpkin  dumplings  in  those  days 

Were  'reckoned  pretty  good.'" 

On  coming  to  Ganges  Township,  Mr.  Hutchins 
purchased  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of 
land  which  is  his  present  home.  Here  he  built  a 
log  cabin  which  contained  but  one  room,  and  com- 
menced the  work  of  improvement.  To  day  his  es- 
tate is  made  more  valuable  by  the  erection  thereon 
of  all  the  buildings  which  best  subserve  the  purposes 
of  an  agriculturist.  The  pride  which  he  feels  when 
viewing  his  broad  acres  is  justifiable  when  we  learn 
that  his  present  standing  in  the  farming  commun- 
ity has  been  brought  about  solely  by  his  own  efforts, 
seconded  by  the  wise  judgment  and  economy  of 
his  good  wife. 

Mr.  Hutchins  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  the  past  thirty  years,  in  which  body 
he  has  filled  the  office  of  Deacon.  He  built  the 
first  Baptist  Church  in  Ganges  Township,  and 
has  always  been  a  warm  supporter  of  that  faith. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican. 

Miss  Laura  C.  daughter  of  Milo  L.  Hudson,  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject,  June  8,  1847.  Mr. 
Hudson  was  born  October  15,  1791,  in  Goshen, 
Conn.,  and  was  the  son  of  David  Hudson,  born  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1761.     The  latter  named  gentleman  is  a 


descendant  of  the  discoverer  of  the  Hudson  River, 
as  is  proved  by  the  following:  Hendrick  Hudson, 
who  discovered  the  Hudson  River  in  1609,  named 
his  youngest  son  David,  who  in  turn  named  his 
youngest  son  David.  Thus  the  name  of  David  was 
carried  down  for  seven  generations.  The  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Hutchins  was  the  sixth  of  that  line, 
being  born  in  Blanford,  Conn.,  February  17,  1761. 

The  paternal  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Hutchins  was 
Anna  M.  Norton,  and  after  her  marriage  with  David 
Hudson  they  resided  in  Goshen,  Conn.  In  1799, 
they  moved  to  Summit  County,  Ohio,  with  their 
six  children,  one  child  having  died  prior  to  their 
removal.  It  was  there,  in  a  one-roomed  log  house 
in  the  midst  of  an  unbroken  forest,  that  the  eighth 
child  was  born,  October  22, 1800,  who  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Summit  County,  Ohio.  In 
1805,  another  son,  David,  was  added  to  the  house- 
hold. Our  subject's  wife  was  afterward  born  in 
the  same  house,  on  the  same  farm,  which  was 
afterward  sold  to  the  noted  John  Brown.  The 
house  has  since  been  carried  away  in  pieces  by  tour- 
ists, who  visited  that  historic  place. 

Mrs.  Hutchins'  parents  died  when  she  was  very 
young,  and  she  was  then  taken  into  the  home  of 
her  grandparents.  Her  grandfather  was  one  of  the 
patriots  in  the  Revolutionery  War  and  her  great- 
aunt  was  the  second  wife  of  Ethan  Allen.  Her 
grandfather.  Constant  Rogers,  was  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  John  Rogers,  the  martyr  of  Smithfield.  Mrs. 
Hutchins  taught  the  first  school  in  the  Union  Dis- 
trict. The  happy  married  life  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  is  shown  forth  in  the  following  lines, 
which  were  written,  and  read  at  the  fortieth  anni- 
versary of  their  marriage,  by  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Emily  H.  Hafford,  June  8,  1887: 

"'Twas  fifty  years  ago  or  more, 
A  youth  with  earnest,  honest  air. 

Departed  from  the  Empire  State 

And  sought  the  Western  forests  fair 

"Some  brave  resolves  vvere  in  his  thoughts, 
And  braver  still  his  hardy  heart, 

From  out  the  great  wild  wilderness 
He'd  carve  himself  a  humble  part. 

"His  bank  account  was  principle. 
His  stock  in  trade  a  sturdy  arm — 

With  outfit  strapped  upon  his  back 
He  sought  in  Michigan  a  farm. 
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"From  far  Detroit  to  Allegan, 

Along  the  weary,  winding  way. 
Through  many  forests  green  he  trod 

Where  beasts  were  free  and  birds  were  gay. 

"His  father  traveled  by  his  side, 

All  other  friends  were  left  behind — 

Like  ^neas,  of  ancient  lore. 

The  youth  possessed  a  filial  mind. 

"The  muse  would  fain  pursue  him  close 
Through  all  the  scenes  of  daily  life, 

Describe  how  brave  with  poverty 
He  waged  a  hardly  hopeful  strife. 

"How  oft  at  night,  'neath  branching  tree, 

He  laid  his  weary  form  to  rest 
Where  lonely  hoot  and  dismal  screech 

Proclaimed  him  an  unwelcome  guest. 

"Marked  trees  were  oft  his  only  guide 

While  traveling  through  the  lonely  wood. 

And  flesh  of  bear  and  venison 
Made  pioneer  a  wholesome  food. 

"He  said  he  would  not  catch  a  bird 

Without  a  cage  to  put  her  in. 
If,  then,  the  bird  must  sure  be  caught 

To  build  the  nest  he  must  begin. 

"To  toil  no  stranger  lad  was  he. 

He  gloried  in  his  muscle  strong — 
What  wonder  that  he  owned  a  farm 

With  house  and  barn  and  team  ere  long? 

"The  broadening  acres  dressed  in  green 
Proclaimed  the  spring  from  year  to  year. 

And  garners  stored  with  yellow  corn 
Awaited  winter's  lonely  cheer. 

"A  loving  sister  followed  soon 
And  sat  beside  his  cabin  hearth; 

She  baked  his  bread,  prepared  his  meal. 
And  kindly  proved  a  sister's  worth. 

"About  the  home  with  feeble  tread 
His  mother's  step  ere  long  was  heard; 

The  cage  was  done,  the  nest  was  built. 
Had  he  forgot  to  catch  the  bird.? 

"A  maiden  taught  the  village  school, 
The  youth  had  seen  her  gentle  worth. 

And  soon  the  bird  was  in  the  cage; 
He  took  her  to  his  heart  and  hearth. 

"'Twas  forty  years  ago  to-day. 

The  man  beside  the  maiden  stood. 

And  their  two  lives  united  were 
For  weal  or  woe,  for  ill  or  good. 


"The  years  came  on,  the  years  went  by. 
With  much  of  trial,  much  of  care. 

God  gave  to  them  prosperity, 

The  orchards  bloomed,  the  fields  were  fair, 

"And  infants  sweet  from  time  to  time 
Found  shelter  in  that  glad  home  nest. 

And  each  one  found  a  welcome  place, 
Till  eight  the  happy  parents  blessed. 

"The  muse  could  tell  of  washing  days. 
Of  logging  fires  and  harvest  times. 

Could  picture  maple-sugar  camps, 
Or  tell  of  childish  pranks  and  crimes, 

"But  time  goes  by  on  restless  wings: 
The  children  grew  to  thoughtful  years. 

And  each  in  turn  forgot  their  toys, 

Their  childish  pleasures,  joys  and  fears. 

"Two  forms  are  missing  from  our  band — 
Two  faces  still  remembered  well. 

Our  darling  Mary  earl}'  slept. 
And  our  beloved  Samuel. 

"And  some  have  left  the  dear  home  nest; 

Like  roving  birds  on  restless  wing. 
Soon  far  away  the    fledglings  flit, 

And  for  themselves  they  build  and  sing. 

"But  we  have  all  come  home  to-day 
To  wish  our  parents  happy  cheer, 

And  we  do  foudly  hope  and  pray 

That  they  may  reach  the  'golden  year.'  " 


VILLIAM  H.  PUGSLEY,  a  very  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  3,  Paw 
Paw  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  is  the 
owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  a  splendid  con- 
dition. He  was  born  November  21, 1844,  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  and  came  to  this  place  when  ten 
years  of  age.  Here  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
received  a  common-school  education,  making  the 
best  of  his  opportunities.  He  began  to  do  for  him- 
self when  about  twenty -one  years  old.  He  cleared 
land  for  his  father  a  year  or  two  and  then  worked 
by  the  month  for  him  a  year  or  more,  making  con- 
siderable money. 

Mr.  Pugs  ley  was  married  December  25,  1869,  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Harris,  of  Paw  Paw  Township  and  a 
daughter   of   Schuyler     and   Hannah    (Sherman) 
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Harris.  Mrs.  Pagsley  was  born  in  Jackson  County, 
Mjch.,  May  31,  1850,  and  received  a  fair  education 
in  the  district  schools.  In  1871,  our  subject  re- 
moved to  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  worked  in  the  Mil- 
burn  Wagon  Factory,  in  the  woodwork  department. 
He  stayed  there  two  years,  returning  to  Paw  Paw 
where  he  rented  a  farm  for  four  years.  In  1877,  he 
purchased  his  present  home,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  in  heavy  timber  and  no  buildings  on  it. 
He  set  to  work  with  a  will  and  now  has  nearly  all 
of  it  cleared  and  splendid  buildings  upon  his  place. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife:  Yerne,born  in  Mishawaka, 
Ind.,  on  June  21,  1874,  was  educated  in  the 
country  schools  and  attended  one  term  of  three 
months  in  the  Paw  Paw  schools.  She  was  able  to 
get  a  certificate  to  teach  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
and  in  teaching  is  more  than  ordinarily  success- 
ful. May,  the  second  child,  had  her  birth  Septem- 
ber 9,  1876;  Clarence  Ray  was  born  in  Paw  Paw 
Township,  February  12,  1883.  Mr.  Pugsley  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs. 
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¥^  ARREN  F.  FRENCH,  the  present  efficient 
Supervisor  of  Almena  Township,  Yan 
Buren  County,  is  a  capable  farmer,  having 
his  residence  on  section  23.  His  parents  were 
Ezra  and  Phoebe  (Taylor)  French,  both  natives  of 
Rutland,  Yt.,  where  they  were  married  and  re- 
sided eight  or  nine  years.  The  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1827, 
they  settled  in  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  on  a  new 
farm,  and  the  father  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  years  and  seven  months,  while  the 
mother  died  April  11,  1890,  aged  ninety-one. 
They  lived  for  sixty-two  years  on  their  farm  in 
New  York,  and  also  spent  a  happy  married  life 
together  for  seventy-two  years.  He  was  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  many  years,  and  held  other 
township  offices.  They  were  both  Baptists  in 
good  standing,  and  took  an  active  part  in  church 
matters.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  four  are  now 
living.     All  the  children  received   good   educa- 


tions, and  the  youngest  son,  Hiram  T.,  was  a 
student  at  Middlebury  College,  and  served  in  the 
Civil  War.  He  is  now  the  Cashier  of  the  People's 
National  Bank,  at  Malone,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  is  the  first-born  of  his  father's  family 
and  had  his  birth,  September  8,  1819,  in  Rutland 
County,  Yt.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and 
obtained  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  clearing 
up  heavy  timber.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-one,  when  he  began  at  his  trade  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner.  He  was  married,  December  9, 
1841,  to  Sarah  A.  Eager,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Sallie  (Brigham)  Eager,  both  natives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. They  lived  in  Yermont  for  many 
years,  and  finally  made  their  home  in  Franklin 
Count}^,  N.  Y.,  on  a  wild  farm,  where  the  mother 
died  in  1832,  and  the  father  in  1853,  in  Allegan 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  had  come  in  1836.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  five  now 
living.  Mrs.  French  was  born  June  2,  1819,  at  St. 
Albans,  Yt.,  and  received  her  education  in  a  log 
schoolhouse. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  lived  in  Frank- 
lin County,  N.  Y.,  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
1846,  and  settled  on  this  farm.  The  road  which 
passes  his  place  is  an  old  Territorial  one,  laid  out 
by  an  Indian  trail.  He  erected  a  frame  house, 
16x20  feet,  and  began  clearing,  etc.  He  also 
worked  at  his  trade  for  forty  years,  and  has  put 
up  a  large  number  of  buildings  in  the  township. 
This  couple  had  nine  children  born  to  them,  six 
of  whom  are  living:  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  Levi  A. 
Brown,  of  this  township;  Henry  A.,  who  married 
Charlotte  Crofoot,  resides  in  Mecosta  County; 
Ella  married  W.  C.  Edgerly,  of  Montcalm  County; 
Walter  F.  lives  in  Wyoming  on  a  stock  ranch; 
Phoebe,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Langden,  lives 
in  Almena  Township,  and  Hiram  P.,  who  married 
Carrie  C.  French,  lives  in  Oregon.  He  is  Pro- 
fessor of  Agriculture  in  a  college  there,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  as 
is  also  his  wife.  Our  subject  gave  all  his  children 
good  educational  advantages. 

Mr.  French  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of 
the  Grange,  of  which  he  was  Master  and  Secre- 
tary. He  helped  to  organize  the  school  district 
here,    and  was   Director  for  over    twenty  years. 
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In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  held  the  office 
of  Township  Clerk  for  ten  years,  and  was  Treas- 
urer of  the  same  one  year.  He  is  at  present  the 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  Supervisor,  which  he 
has  held  for  ten  years  past,  and  the  duties  of 
which  he  is  discharging  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tiously. He  has  been  a  candidate  for  county 
offices  a  number  of  times.  His  farm  consists  of 
twenty-one  acres,  all  under  the  best  improvements, 
and  which  is  carried  on  by  himself. 


5o~ 


UGUSTINE  B.  CHASE.  This  gentleman, 
who  holds  the  responsible  position  of 
Cashier  of  the  West  Michigan  Savings 
Bank  at  Bangor,  was  born  near  Galena, 
111.,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  was  apprenticed  to  a 
merchant  at  Savannah,  where  he  remained  a  little 
more  than  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time,  he  entered  Cornell  College,  and  attended 
school  there  one  year,  improving  his  advantages 
and  fitting  himself  for  mercantile  life.  He  was 
afterwards  employed  in  a  general  store  at  Elizabeth, 
and  then  in  one  at  Hanover,  111.,  as  clerk  and  book- 
keeper, being  so  engaged  in  these  two  towns  for 
four  3^ears.  In  1870,  Mr.  Chase  went  to  California 
where  he  remained  only  one  year,  coming  from 
there  to  this  State  and  locating  at  South  Haven 
where  he  opened  a  book  and  news  store,  and  also 
served  as  Deputy  Postmaster  from  1871  to  1877. 
He  also  held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  for  seven 
years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chase  took  place  at  South 
Haven  January  14,  1872,  at  which  time  he  was 
united  to  Miss  Julia,  daughter  of  the  late  S.  B. 
Moorehouse,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  and  prom- 
inent merchants  of  South  Haven.  Of  this  union 
two  children  have  been  born:  Albert  B.  andHattie 
M.  In  October,  1878,  Mr.  Chase  came  to  Bangor 
and  operated  a  general  store  for  one  year,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  accepted  the 
position  which  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Chase  inherits  much  of  his  sterling  integrity 
of  character  and  correct  notions  of  right  and  wrong 
from  the  training  received  from  his  adopted 
parents,  Augustine  and  Lavina  (Pudly)  Chase,  the 


former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the 
latter  of  England.  His  great-grandfather  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Colonial  Army  and  assisted  in 
establishing  the  Union.  Our  subject  and  his  family 
are  highly  esteemed  members  of  society  and  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Disciples  Church.  He  is  giving 
his  children  every  advantage  in  the  way  of  ed- 
ucation and  his  son  Albert  is  a  senior  in  the  Mich- 
igan Agricultural  College.  Politically,  Mr.  Chase 
is  a  strong  Republican  and  now  holds  the  position 
of  Secretary  of  the  Soldier's  Relief  Commission  of 
Van  Buren  County,  receiving  his  appointment 
from  the  Probate  Judge.  Socially,  Mr.  Chase  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  belongs  to 
the  chapter  at  Bangor.  He  is  Secretary  of  the 
Chapter  and  Blue  Lodge.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  Master  of  Coffinbury  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  for 
three  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  High 
School  Board  twelve  years.  President  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  is  now  a  member  of  the  common  coun- 
cil of  the  village. 


* p*     M  ^  '  j 


L-r<^f^ 


W  UAN  McKEYES.  Among  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  Lawton  may  be  classed  this  gen- 
tleman, who  carries  a  fine  stock  of  goods 
__  and  commands  an  extensive  trade.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  State,  being  born  in  Berrien  County, 
August  26,  1842.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Roxy 
(Taylor)  McKeyes,  both  natives  of  Connecticut, 
from  which  State  the  father  came  to  Michigan  in 
1832  and  settled  in  Berrien  County.  He  there  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and  was  married 
in  Kalamazoo  County.  Our  subject  was  the  only 
child  born  of  this  union.  His  parents  had  both  been 
previously  married,  the  father  having  five  children 
by  his  first  marriage  and  the  mother  three.  Samuel 
McKeyes  was  the  first  Supervisor  of  Bainbridge 
Township  on  its  organization.  He  died  in  August, 
1853,  and  the  mother  the  following  year. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
and  educated  principally  in  the  district  schools  of 
Kalamazoo  County.  For  four  years  he  held  the 
position  of  Civil  Engineer  with  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad  Company.  In  1865  he 
built  a  large  flour  mill  at  Lawton  which  he   oper- 
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ated  some  ten  years;  he  then  sold  out  and  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  in  the  same  place  in  which  he 
was  engaged  from  1875  until  1887.  He  then  sold 
his  drug  store,  and  in  1888  entered  into  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  Lawton  in  partnership  with  T. 
R.  Smith,  which  he  is  still  carrying  on.  He  has  a 
fine  stock  of  goods  valued  at  $7,000.  Mr.  McKeyes 
was  married  in  Kalamazoo,  February  2,  1865,  to 
Miss  Maria  E.  Cowgill.  She  is  a  native  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  her  birth  taking  place  August  4, 
1846.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza 
(Smith)  Cowgill,  early  settlers  of  this  State.  Of  this 
union  two  children  have  been  born:  Frank  H.,  his 
birth  taking  place  in  June,  1867,  and  Grace  in 
June,  1875,  Mr.  McKeyes  held  the  office  of  Su- 
pervisor of  Antwerp  Township  for  five  years  and 
has  served  as  Village  Trustee  and  Village  Presi- 
dent. 


W  EONARD  S.  EVANS  makes  his  home  at 
j|  /^  the  present  time  in  Galesburgh.  He  was 
/iLs^  born  in  Chatham  Township,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  24,  1818.  He  is  the  son 
of  Oliver  Evans,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1848  and  located  in  Richland 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Sallie  Davis.  She  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  her  seventy-fourth  year.  The 
parental  family  included  three  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  youngest  and  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. In  1824,  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  re- 
mained until  1831  and  then  made  their  home  in 
Wayne  County.  In  1837-38  they  made  another 
removal,  this  time  making  Orleans  County  their 
abiding  place,  until  1848  when  they  came  West  to 
Michigan. 

Leonard  S.  Evans  remained  with  his  parents  un- 
til reaching  his  majority ,  having  been  given  a  good 
education  at  Lyman,  N.  Y.  Previous  to  coming  to 
Michigan,  he  had  been  married,  in  1840,  in  New 


York  to  Emilj^  Brown,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  young  couple  located  upon  a  farm  in 
Orleans  County  where  they  made  their  home  until 
1848,  the  date  of  their  coming  to  Michigan.  Mr. 
Evans  purchased  one  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of 
land  in  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
which  was  partially  improved,  and  there  made  his 
home  until  1853.  At  that  date  he  sold  his  property 
and  purchased  another  farm  in  Kalamazoo  Town- 
ship which  is  now  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
Kalamazoo  and  is  the  race  track  of  Mr.  Brown,  an 
extensive  stockman.  He  made  that  tract  his  home 
for  five  years,  when  he  disposed  of  the  estate  and 
purchased  property  in  Richland  Township,  which 
consisted  of  one  hundred  acres.  He  there  gave  his 
attention  to  general  farming  until  1863,  when  he 
sold  and  purchased  another  farm  in  Charleston 
Township,  which  included  two  hundred  acres  of 
improved  land.  Mr.  Evans  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  business  in  Galesburgh. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  twice, 
having  six  children  by  his  first  wife,  namely: 
Youngs  A.  B.,  residing  in  Marshall,  this  State; 
Palmer  S.,  a  groceryman  at  Battle  Creek;  Vivian, 
is  the  wife  of  Park  Burdick,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Kalamazoo;  Oliver  L.  is  a 
grocer  in  Galesburgh;  Charles  B.  is  a  photographer 
in  Kalamazoo;  and  Clara  M.  is  the  wife  of  William 
Cay  wood,  of  Com  stock  Township.  Mrs.  Emily 
Evans  died  January  10,  1871,  and  our  subject  was 
then  married  to  Athaline  Hunt,  a  native  of  New 
York. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Evans  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been 
Supervisor  of  Richmond  and  Charleston  Town- 
ships. He  has  also  been  on  the  School  Board  in 
Galesburgh  and  is  greatly  respected  in  his  com- 
munity. 


ON.  ORVILLE  H.  FELLOWS.  This  gen- 
tleman has  shown  himself  capable  of  close 
application  to  the  duties  which  lie  before 
him  and  his  judicious  decisions  when  at- 
tempting to  bring  about  a  worthy  object  are  well 
known  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  State.    He  is  an  old  settler  in   this  re- 
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gion   and   is   at  present  residing   on    section     36 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  Kalamazoo  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Abial  Fellows,  was  born 
in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  while  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Dorcas  Hopkins,  was  a 
native  of  Luzerne  County,  Pa.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  October,  1829,  where  they  pre-empted 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  also 
bought  a  like  amount  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township. 
They  continued  to  make  their  residence  on  section 
36  until  their  death,  the  father  dying  in  1833  and 
the  mother  in  1866.  Of  the  thirteen  children 
comprising  their  household,  our  subject  was  the 
tenth  in  order  of  birth,  his  natal  day  being  July 
24, 1820. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  hither  when 
a  lad  of  nine  years  and  grew  to  manhood  in  this 
township  which  has  since  been  his  home,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  spent  in  California,  and  one 
year  in  Iowa.  For  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  and  in  manufacturing  plows. 
He  is  the  possessor  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
excellent  land  which  his  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment have  placed  under  the  best  cultivation.  His 
estate  bears  all  the  modern  improvements  in  the 
way  of  machinery  and  buildings  and  is  so  managed 
as  to  bring  him  in  a  fine  income. 

Orville  H.  Fellows  was  married.  May  17,  1846, 
to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Lucy 
(Clark)  Van  Camp,  natives  of  New  York,  where 
they  passed  their  last  days.  Mrs.  Fellows  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  24,  1822,  and  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  six 
children:  Lucy  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Bishop  An- 
drews; Alice  E.,  Mrs.  Wilbur  Hackett;  Orra  L,  who 
married  S.  C.  Carpenter;  Anna  L.;  Maude  L.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  L.  Augustus  Aspinwall.  One  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  died  in  November,  1881,  when  twenty 
years  of  age. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  the  original  of  this  sketch 
was  elected  to  the  Michigan  Legislature  and  so 
well  and  faithfully  did  he  fulfill  the  duties  of  that 
honorable  position  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1864 
and  again  was  the  incumbent  of  that  oflSce  in  1866, 
serving  three  terms.  For  four  years  he  served 
Prairie  Ronde  Township  acceptably  as  its  Super- 
visor and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  but  re- 


fused to  qualify.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party  since  its  organization. 
He  has  always  been  greatly  interested  in  educa- 
tional affairs  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Fellows  is  a 
Mason  socially,  being  connected  with  Schoolcraft 
Chapter  and  Blue  Lodge.  There  are  very  few 
more  cultured  or  enterprising  residents  of  Kalama- 
zoo County  tlian  our  subject,  who  is  one  of  the 
popular  and  prominent  men  in  his  community. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Fellows, 
Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  was  a  Presbyterian  clergyman 
of  Great  Barrington,  Mass. 

VILLIAM  PHILLIPS,  whose  farming  inter- 
ests are  centered  in  Paw  Paw  Township, 
is  one  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising 
farmers  and  stockmen  of  this  section,  whose  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  agriculture  and  sound  business 
methods  have  contributed  largely  to  the  substantial 
growth  and  enduring  prosperity  of  Van  Buren 
County. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  at  Water  ford.  Upper  Can- 
ada, August  12, 1848.  He  comes  of  good  old  New 
England  and  Revolutionary  stock,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  family  that  was  well  represented  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  war.  His  parents  were 
Aaron  and  Tryphena  (Chapin)  Phillips,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  latter  of  Can- 
ada, born  respectively,  December  27,  1801,  and 
July  16,  1812.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Gordon  Chapin,  served  throughout  the 
War  of  1812,  and  won  a  good  military  record. 
Our  subject's  maternal  great-grandfather,  Isaac 
Whitney,  was  a  brave  soldier  in  the  Continental 
army,  devoting  himself  to  the  patriotic  duty  of 
helping  to  gain  his  country's  freedom  until  the 
triumphal  close  of  the  Revolution,  and  he  was  in 
Washington's  army  during  that  terrible  winter  of 
encampment  at  Valley  Forge  when  the  troops  suf- 
fered so  dreadfully. 

Aaron  Phillips  was  a  self-made  man,  and  his  en- 
tire career  was  such  as  to  command  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  him.    He  received  a  common-school 
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education,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  in 
his  youth,  working  at  it  as  long  as  he  was  able.  He 
was  also  a  farmer.  The  early  part  of  his  wedded 
life  was  passed  in  Canada,  but  when  his  son  of 
whom  we  write  was  about  four  3^ears  old,  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  La  Grange  County,  Ind., 
where  he  bought  land,  which  he  cultivated  until 
1860,  when  he  sold  it,  and  then  sought  a  new  home 
in  Decatur  Township,  this  county.  He  bought  fifty 
acres  of  wild  land,  a  part  of  which  he  cleared,  and 
he  lived  thereon  comfortably  for  several  years. 
His  last  days  were  spent  in  Arlington  Township, 
and  he  passed  away,  October  3,  1889,  at  a  ripe  old 
age.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  a  good  citizen,  but 
did  not  care  much  for  politics. 

William  Phillips,  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
review,  is  the  eleventh  in  order  of  birth  of  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are  still  living, 
and  the  following  is  recorded  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters:  Amasa  H.,  the  eldest,  is  a  resident  of  Yau- 
dalia,  111.,  is  married  and  has  two  children;  Charles 
A.,  a  farmer  of  Arlington  Township,  is  married  and 
has  three  children ;  Horace  A.,  a  farmer  in  Noble 
County,  Ind.,  is  married  and  has  six  children; 
Mary  Ann  married  Joseph  Edmonds,  a  hardware 
merchant  at  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  has  one  child;  Ad- 
eline married  Monroe  Selby,  a  farmer  of  Branch 
County,  and  has  five  children;  Aaron,  a  dealer  in 
horses  at  La  Grange,  Ind.,  is  married  and  has  four 
children;  Isaac  W.  died,  leaving  a  family  of  four 
children;  Cordelia  is  the  wife  of  Erastus  Cash; 
Eliza  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Wood,  and  the 
mother  of  two  sons;  Alexander,  a  farmer  in  Arling- 
ton Township,  is  married  and  has  four  children. 
Three  of  our  subject's  brothers  did  honorable  ser- 
vice in  the  late  war;  Amasa  served  three  years  as 
veterinary  surgeon ;  Aaron  was  also  in  the  army 
three  years,  saw  much  hard  service,  wherebj^  he 
lost  his  health,  and  had  to  lie  in  the  hospitals  a 
good  deal.  He  has  never  fully  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  the  hardships  and  privations  that  he  un- 
derwent, and  now  gets  a  pension  of  $12  a  month 
from  the  Government  as  part  payment  for  what  he 
suffered  for  the  old  flag;  Isaac  W.  went  as  a  substi- 
tute, but  was  only  gone  about  three  months,  and 
never  was  in  a  battle. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 


of  Indiana.  He  was  a  stirring,  wide-awake  lad,  act- 
ively interested  in  the  various  labors  of  the  farm, 
in  which  he  early  became  very  proficient,  and  as 
he  had  a  natural  aptitude  for  farming,  he  adopted 
that  calling  for  his  life  work.  Well  equipped  for 
life's  battle,  he  entered  into  the  arena  to  fight  it 
out  on  his  own  account  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Soon  after  his  marriage,  he  settled  on  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section 
9,  Paw  Paw  Township,  which  his  bride  had  inher- 
ited. But  little  of  it  was  under  cultivation,  and 
he  bent  his  energies  to  the  severe  pioneer  task  of 
redeeming  it  from  its  natural  wildness,  and  as  a 
result  of  his  labors,  he  now  has  under  his  control 
one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  this  vicinity, 
supplied  with  all  the  modern  improvements  that 
go  to  make  up  a  model  farm,  including  a  substan- 
tial set  of  buildings,  and  it  is  completely  stocked 
with  cattle,  horses  and  sheep  of  high  grades.  In 
1888,  he  met  with  a  loss  in  the  destruction  by  fire 
of  a  fine  large  barn,  which  was  filled  to  the  roof 
with  the  products  of  the  harvest.  He  has  since 
replaced  it  with  another,  which  is  still  more  roomy 
and  is  very  conveniently  arranged.  Mr.  Phillips 
deals  quite  extensively  in  stock.  He  handles  sheep, 
which  he  feeds  for  the  market,  and  he  also  deals  in 
horses,  formerly  in  heav}^  draft  horses,  but  of  re- 
cent years  he  has  turned  his  attention  more  par- 
ticularly to  fine  roadsters.  He  is  meeting  with 
marked  success  in  his  stock  ventures,  as  he  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  all  the  good  points  of  horses 
and  sheep,  is  a  good  judge  of  those  animals,  is 
quick  to  take  advantage  of  all  good  opportunities 
to  make  a  fair  sale,  and  is  prompt  and  clear-sighted 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  line  of  business.  He 
maintains  a  high  standing  in  financial  circles,  and 
is  one  of  our  most  substantial  men.  He  is  a  sound 
Republican,  but  his  personal  affairs  absorb  too 
much  of  his  attention  to  allow  him  time  to  dabble 
in  politics. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  married,  February  22,  I860,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Markley,  of  Paw  Paw  Township, 
who  has  ably  and  cheerfully  co-operated  with  him 
in  the  upbuilding  of  their  attractive  home.  They 
have  three  sons,  of  whom  the  following  is  recorded: 
Frank,  born  October  2,  1872,  was  well  educated  at 
the  school  at  Paw  Paw,  and  is  now  in  the  under- 
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taking  business;  Charles  M.  was  born  in  Paw  Paw 
Township,  September  16,  1875;  Edwin  J.  was  born 
in  Paw  Paw  Township,  June  8,  1877.  Mrs.  Phillips 
is  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  born  October 
27,  1848,  the  only  child  of  John  and  Eunice  (Tup- 
per)  Markley.  Her  father  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, December  19,  1809,  and  was  of  Dutch  ante- 
cedents. Her  mother  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  5,  1812.  The  marriage  of  her  parents 
took  place  at  Churchville,  N.  Y.,  January  29,  1839. 
They  continued  to  live  on  a  farm  in  Monroe  County 
some  fourteen  years,  and  then  sold  and  removed 
to  Churchville,  in  the  same  county,  where  Mr. 
Markley  worked  in  a  furnace  until  1865,  when 
they  came  to  Michigan.  Mr.  Markley  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Paw  Paw 
Township,  the  same  on  which  his  son-in-law  of 
whom  we  write  is  now  living.  He  cleared  a  small 
pari  of  it,  our  subject  clearing  the  most  of  it,  and 
he  carried  on  farming  to  some  extent,  although  he 
was  by  trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  of  great  me- 
chanical genius,  besides  being  a  natural  machinist, 
and  his  principal  work  was  in  his  mechanical  capa- 
city. He  died  March  14,  1888,  and  thus  rounded 
out  a  long  and  honorable  life,  and  his  township 
mourned  the  loss  of  a  valuable  citizen.  His  wife 
had  departed  this  life  but  a  few  months  after  his 
death,  she  dying  October  7,  1889. 


.&^ 


ENJAMIN  W.  COLBURN.  The  State  of 
Michigan  has  her  various  occupations, 
many  of  which  are  thriving,  but  her  farm, 
ing  interests  stand  among  the  head,  and 
among  those  activelj^  interested  in  this  latter 
named  pursuit,  we  mention  the  gentleman  whose 
name  initiates  this  sketch.  He  owns  a  splendid 
farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  31,  Allegan  Town- 
ship, Allegan  County,  and  one  of  forty  acres  in 
Trowbridge  Township,  which  is  finely  improved 
and  adorned  with  excellent  buildings.  He  is 
carrying  on  mixed  farming  and  gives  a  great  deal 
of  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  graded  stock, 
the  Holsteins  being  among  his  favorite  breeds  of 
cattle. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  born 
27 


in  HoUis,  Hillsboro  County,  N.H.,  October  5, 1813. 
He  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Keziah  (Wright)  Col- 
burn,  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  spent  the  last  days  of  his  life  in 
Massachusetts.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution  and  an  old-line  Whig  in  politics. 
He  was  the  father  of  a  family  of  seven  sons  and 
daughters,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Sarah  A. 
(Mrs.  Powers),  of  HoUis,  N.  H.,  being  the  only  liv- 
ing ones. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  at  Hollis, 
N.  H.,  and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
and  cooper.  He  left  New  Hampshire  when  eighteen 
years  old  and  removed  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  four  years,  engaged  in  the 
cooper  business.  He  was  married,  in  1833,  to  Miss 
Almira  Sargeant,  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Sargeant, 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  The  father  was  a 
cabinet-maker  early  in  life  and  later  followed 
farming.  Our  su})ject  came  to  Michigan  in  1836, 
with  his  wife,  journeying  in  the  old  primitive 
way  by  wagon,  and  passing  through  Canada  on 
his  way  to  this  count}^  He  located  in  Allegan 
Village  through  the  summer  and  the  following 
winter,  and  in  the  early  spring  moved  to  Trow- 
bridge Township  on  section  7,  and  cut  the  first 
tree  cut  by  a  white  man.  He  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  from  the  Government  and  erected 
a  log  house  eighteen  feet  square,  cleared  off 
the  land  and  lived  on  the  place  over  forty 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  sold  his  estate 
and  came  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  also  im- 
proved this  place  and  erected  good  and  substantial 
buildings  thereon.  He  is  engaged  in  mixed  farm- 
ing and  has  some  fine  Holstein  cattle,  and  some  of 
the  finest  breeds  of  swine. 

Mr.  Colburn  was  the  first  Constable  of  Trow- 
bridge Township  and  was  also  Overseer  of  the 
Highways.  He  taught  singing  school  while  in 
Trowbridge  Township.  Mrs.  Colburn  passed  from 
this  liCe  in  1850.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  is  yet  surviving:  Sarah 
E.  (Mrs.  Austin),  who  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren: George  A.,  Benjamin  B.,  and  Frederick  P. 
Our  subject  was  again  married,  this  time,  in  1850,  to 
Elizabeth  R.  Wright,  of  Hollis,  N.  H.,  and  six  chil- 
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dren  came  to  bless  their  home,  two  now  living: 
Lucy  A.  married  William  H.  McCarn,  and  two 
children  have  been  born  to  them;  Lillie  A.  and 
Floyd  E.  Ettie  E.  is  the  name  of  the  other  daugh- 
ter. The  beloved  wife  and  mother  was  called 
away  by  death  in  1891. 

Our  subject  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  He  is  a  very  prominent  man  in  the  '  town- 
ship and  has  always  been  foremost  in  church  mat- 
ters. He  has  superintended  the  Sunday-school, 
been  Class-leader  and  Steward  and  at  present  is 
Trustee.  He  is  seventy-eight  years  old.  He  was 
chorister  for  twenty  years,  and^  takes  an  active 
interest  in  everything  that  will  suppress  evil. 

For  almost  forty  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colburn 
struggled  side  by  side,  sharing  their  joys  and  sor- 
rows, and  we  are  pleased  to  present  their  portraits 
and  life  sketches  in  order  that  their  example  and 
influence,  as  well  as  their  kindly  lineaments,  may 
be  perpetuated  for  coming  generations.  It  may 
truly  be  said  of  them  that  the  world  is  better  for 
their  having  lived  in  it. 


eHARLES  HATHAWAY  has  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  acres  of  land  on  section  19, 
Lawrence  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
where  he  is  engeged  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
He  also  has  a  fine  apple  orchard  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  trees,  and  a  peach  orchard  of  fif- 
teen hundred  trees.  Mr.  Hathaway  was  born  in 
Argyle  Township,  Washington  County,  JSf.  Y., 
October  16,  1825.  He  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and 
Susannah  (Wilcox)  Hathaway,  the  father  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  of  Yankee  parents,  while  the 
mother  was  born  in  New  York,  and  is  of  Irish  de- 
scent. 

The  elder  Mr.  Hathaway  was  a  farmer,  and  re- 
moved to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  when  our  sub- 
ject was  eleven  years  of  age.  There  the  father 
purchased  a  farm;  upon  which  he  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1879,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five  years.     Our  subject  grew   to 


manhood  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  received  a 
good  common-school  education.  He  began  to 
earn  his  own  money  when  a  lad  of  eleven  years, 
and  soon  after  reaching  his  majority  rented  a 
farm  which  was  furnished  with  all  the  necessary 
machinery.  The  drouth  that  season  caused  the 
hay  crop  to  be  very  short,  so  that  in  order  to  win- 
ter his  dairy  cows  be  ran  in  debt  $150.  That  un- 
fortunate event  was  the  year  succeeding  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Caroline  Cramer,  of  Ashtabula 
County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hathaway  have  been  granted  a 
famil}^  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. Mr.  Hathaway  did  better  in  his  farming  op- 
erations after  his  first  effort,  buying  a  small  farm 
which  he  sold  and  made  a  snug  little  sum.  In 
December,  1854,  he'came  to  Lawrence  Township, 
Van  Buren  County,  and  purchased  eighty-eight 
acres  of  land,  which  was  all  in  timber,  and  which 
forms  a  part  of  his  present  beautiful  estate.  He 
erected  a  log  house  for  his  family  in  which  they 
made  their  home  for  three  years,  when  he  was  en- 
abled to  build  a  frame  dwelling,  which  is  still 
standing  upon  the  farm.  Mr.  Hathaway  has  em- 
bellished his  estate  by  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
commodious  and  convenient  residence,  which  bears 
all  the  modern  improvements.  His  farm  is  further 
improved  with  all  the  needful  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery, and  ranks  among  the  first-class  estates  of 
Van  Buren  County. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Hathaway  died  February  18,  1886, 
and  of  their  ^ve  children,  Caroline  married  Ed- 
win Geer;  they  have  four  children,  and  reside 
upon  a  portion  of  her  father's  farm.  George  is  a 
farmer  in  Pennsylvania,  is  married  and  has  one 
child;  Elisha  is  married,  has  two  children,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Vermont,  where  he  is  employed 
in  making  carpenters'  squares;  Lottie  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  William  C.  lives  at  home.  He  gave 
his  children  every  possible  advantage  for  an  edu- 
cation, and  George  taught  school  for  a  number  of 
years,  beginning  when  nineteen. 

January  27,  1892,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Stafford,  nee  McNutt.  Mrs.  Hatha- 
way was  born  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1842.  She  was  married  September  7,  1860, 
to  Jonathan   Stafford,   of  Erie   County,   Pa.,   by 
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whom  she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  John 
C,  who  was  born  June  11,  1866,  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio.  The  son  is  married  and  operates  a 
portion  of  our  subject's  farm.  Mr.  Stafford  was 
accidentally  killed  by  the  cars  at  Girard,  Pa.,  March 
14,  1868. 

Mr.  Hathaway  in  early  life  was  an  old-line 
Whig.  In  1852,  he  voted  for  Clay,  and  in  1856 
for  Fremont.  He  supported  the  Republican  party 
some  years,  but  now  votes  the  independent  ticket. 
He  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  but  has  been 
Commissioner  of  Highways  of  his  township  for 
seven  years.  Our  subject  has  traveled  extensively, 
having  visited  the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota  and  Iowa.  He  has  also  been  a 
great  hunter,  especially  of  pigeons,  and  has  netted 
those  birds  when  they  were  so  thick  that  they 
could  carry  off  the  net.  In  that  business  he 
cleared  $450  in  five  weeks  and  two  days.  Mr. 
Hathaway  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  also  of  the  Grange. 

After  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  Mrs.  Hath- 
away carried  on  the  millinery  business  in  which 
he  had  been  engaged,  and  at  the  present  time  owns 
a  millinery  store  in  Lawrence,  which  is  ranked 
among  the  flourishing  business  enterprises  of  the 
place. 


JACOB  LEMON.  Among  the  worthy  pio- 
neer residents  of  Brady  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County,  we  gladly  mention  the  gentle- 
.^^^^^  man,  whose  brief  history  we  here  give.  He 
is  a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  born  April  8, 
1815.  Samuel  was  the  name  of  his  father,  who 
was  a  native  of  London,  England,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy.  When 
seven  years  old,  he  was  kidnapped  and  taken  on 
board  a  man-of-war,  and  sailed  on  the  waters 
until  twenty  years  old.  He  then  settled  in  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  commenced  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  stone  mason.  In  1831,  he  started  on  a  jour- 
ney to  New  York  City,  but  never  reached  there, 
having  been  drowned  in  a  squall  which  upset  the 
sloop.  Samuel  Lemon  was  a  man  of  intelligence 
and  was  well  liked  by  all.     In  his  political  views 


he  was  a  Democrat.  He  married  Almira  Rockraan, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  bore  him  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  be  men  and  women, 
named  as  follows:  J.  Nelson,  Samuel,  Jane  (Mrs. 
Reed),  Rachel  (Mrs.  Piper),  Jacob,  William,  Mary 
(Mrs.  Wood),  Joseph,  George,  Cinthia  and  Mason. 
Four  of  this  family  yet  survive:  Nelson,  our  sub- 
ject, William  and  Mason.  The  good  mother  died 
in  her  seventy-fifth  year,  and  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  of  Irish  descent 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation;  he  died  when  about 
sixty-five  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  was  also  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  conducted  on  the  rate-bill  system.  In  May, 
1831,  when  sixteen  years  old,  our  subject  moved 
to  Chemung  Countj^,  and  two  weeks  later  his 
father  was  drowned.  The  date  of  his  coming  to 
the  Wolverine  State  was  April,  1835.  From  Pal- 
myra he  journeyed  to  Buffalo  on  a  canal  boat;  to 
Dunkirk  on  foot,  a  distance  of  forty  miles;  by 
steerage  passage  to  Detroit  across  the  lake  and  fin- 
ally reached  Ann  Arbor  after  another  tedious  jour- 
ney on  foot.  His  financial  possessions  were  com- 
posed of  only  one  cent,  but  he  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  here  meet  a  man  living  in  Jackson  County, 
who  hired  him  to  work  on  his  farm  for  $1 1  a  month. 
This  was  Saturday  evening,  and  our  subject  walked 
the  distance  of  forty-one  miles,  arriving  at  the 
farm  Monday  night.  He  had  had  nothing  to  eat 
on  his  journey  excepting  one  cookie.  On  July  1, 
Jacob  Lemon  left  the  employ  of  this  gentleman 
and  walked  back  to  Ann  Arbor  and  worked  there 
until  fall.  With  the  savings  he  had  laid  by,  he 
was  enabled  to  purchase  forty  acres  of  land  near 
Grass  Lake,  Jackson  County,  and  in  December, 
1835,  he  hired  to  Piatt,  Hughes  &  Gillas,  a  new 
stage  firm,  to  carry  mail  and  passengers  from  De- 
troit to  Chicago  and  intermediate  points.  He  re- 
mained with  this  firm  until  the  fall  of  1836,  when 
he  spent  the  winter  with  his  mother  in  Washtenaw 
County. 

The  following  spring,  Mr.  Lemon  became  an 
agent  for  the  stage  company  of  Frink  &  Walker, 
of  Chicago,  buying  grain,  horses,  etc.,  and  driving 
to  Springfield  and  Central  Illinois.  He  formed  the 
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acquaintance  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Douglas  at 
Springfield.  In  1840,  our  subject  came  to  this 
county,  and  after  a  stay  of  three  3^ears,  went  first 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  later  to  Burlington,  Iowa. 
While  at  the  latter  place,  he  was  engaged  with  a 
stage  firm  for  a  few  months,  driving  to  Rushville, 
Mo.  The  City  of  New  Orleans  attracted  his  atten- 
tion, and  he  there  drove  a  public  hack  until 
May,  1844,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  this 
county.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  pre-empted 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  tract,  which  belonged  to 
the  Pottawattomie  Indian  Reservation.  Here  he 
built  a  log  house  in  the  woods  and  was  surrounded 
by  Indians,  deer,  bears  and,  m  fact,  all  kinds  of 
wild  animals.  The  land  w^as  a  vast  wilderness,  and 
with  ax  in  hand  and  a  willing  heart,  he  set  about 
to  clear  away  the  forest  and  convert  the  place  into 
productive  and  attractive  acres.  He  is  the  oldest 
living  settler  in  Brady  Township  and  has  been  in- 
fluential in  enhancing  the  prosperity  of  the  town- 
ship, having  been  its  efl[icient  Supervisor.  The 
present  fine  estate  is  composed  of  four  hundred 
and  thirteen  broad  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  un- 
der splendid  cultivation,  and  three  hundred  acres 
of  it  have  been  improved  by  himself.  He  carries  on 
mixed  farming  with  success,  raising  grain  and  stock 
of  all  kinds.  He  attributes  his  success  to  industri- 
ous, persistent  and  economical  habits,  and,  being 
possessed  of  a  sagacious  judgment,  he  has  gained 
his  full  quota  of  this  world's  goods.  Mr.  Lemon 
has  bought  and  sold  a  great  deal  of  stock  from 
time  to  time.  The  fine  large,  capacious  dwelling- 
house  was  erected  in  1860  and  forms  the  main  at- 
traction of  the  estate.  It  is  surrounded  by  beau- 
tiful evergreen  trees  and  shrubbery  of  different 
kinds,  and  on  the  place  is  a  fine  large  chestnut  tree 
which  he  set  out  himself  and  which  is  now  two  feet 
in  diameter.  All  necessary  barns  and  outbuildings 
are  to  be  found  here,  which  from  their  neatness 
show  with  what  management  the  place  is  con- 
ducted. 

The  honorable  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Amy  Spicer,  and  the 
ceremony  took  place  January  1,  1838.  Mrs. 
Lemon  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
April  28,  1831,  and  bore  her  husband  four  chil- 


dren. Mary  (Mrs.  Worthington)  and  Mercy  (Mrs. 
Moore)  now  survive.  The  good  wife  and  beloved 
mother  died  February  6,  1843.  Mr.  Lemon  was 
again  married,  October  18,  1847,  this  time  to 
Hannah  Spicer,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  She 
was  also  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
13,  1827.  She  came  to  this  State  with  her  par- 
ents in  1849.  By  this  union  our  subject  be- 
came the  father  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  whom 
grew  to  years  of  maturity:  Nora  (Mrs.  Richard- 
son), Sarah  (Mrs.  Persil,  now  deceased),  Eva  (Mrs. 
Tillitson),  Charles,  Fred,  Sanford  and  Frank.  The 
worthy  parents  of  this  family  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  God,  and  have  been  for  many  years. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Lemon  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but 
has  too  much  business  to  attend  much  to  politics. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to 
Lodge  No.  208,  at  Yicksburg.  He  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  are  people  who  command  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  entire  community  in  which  they 
live. 
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1^^  TERNE  L.  RIPLEY,  deceased,  was  a  pio- 
^^^   neer  of   Yan  Buren  County,  and    one  of 
(ft/^j  the   most   highly    esteemed   residents    of 
Bangor  Township,  with  whose  agricultural 
growth  he  had  been  closely  identified  for  almost  a 
quarter  of  a  century.     In  the  meantime  he  had  de- 
veloped a  choice  farm,  located  on  section  28,  from 
the  wilderness  that  he  found  when  he   came  here, 
and  placed  it  under  substantial  improvements. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  31,  1821,  in  which  place  he  passed 
his  youth  and  received  a  good  education.  Deciding 
it  was  not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  he  married, 
in  1845,  Miss  Mary  C.  Stedman,  who  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county  as  himself,  having  been 
born  in  1825.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  as  their 
marriage,  they  came  to  Bangor  Township,  this 
county,  and  buying  a  farm  began  in  true  pioneer 
style  to  clear  and  improve  it,  and  by  strict  integrity 
and  economy  he  succeeded  in  making  of  it  a  valu- 
able estate,  and  on  this  place  resided  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
defense  of  his  country's  honor.     He  took  up  arms 
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with  the  Third  Michigan  Artillery  and  served  with 
them  until  1863,  when  he  died  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
His  death  was  greatly  mourned  throughout  this 
vicinity  as  by  it  the  township  and  county  lost  an 
honest,  reliable  and  worthy  citizen. 

Mr.  Ripley  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four 
children  born  to  his  parents,  namely^  Sterne  L.; 
Maria  J.,  who  married  M.  S.  Hawley,"of  Bangor; 
Curtis,  now  a  resident  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  and 
George  F.,  also  a  resident  of  Terre  Haute.  The 
parents  of  this  family  bore  the  names  of  PyramB. 
and  Harriet  (Blake)  Ripley,  both  of  whom  belonged 
to  the  leading  families  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Ripley,  his  widow  married 
Mr.  Matthew  01k,  of  this  county  and  tovvnship. 
Mrs.  01k  is  a  member  of  a  family  of  nine  children: 
Fidelia,  Henrietta,  Sibyl,  Mrs.  01k,  Elcanah,  Esther 
and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  whom 
they  named  Hattie  E.,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Lawrence  Drake,  of  Bangor,  and  lives  on  the  old 
homestead. 
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^ILLIAM  T.  FINCH,  who  for  a  number  of 
years  filled  wisely,  judiciously  and  con- 
scientiously the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Allegan 
County,  came  to  Plain  well  in  1865,  which,  late  as 
it  may  seem  to  a  resident  in  an  older  State  and 
county,  showed  very  few  of  the  present  improve- 
ments. Mr.  Finch  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
January  26,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Cornell)  Finch,  natives  of  New  York. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County  as  early  as  1833,  and  at  the  time  of  locat- 
ing here  were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
the  county.  Grandfather  Finch  also  came  at  that 
date,  and  entered  from  the  Government  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  of  land  for  each  of  his  nine  children. 
He  was  a  native  of  New  York,  but  passed  his  last 
days  in  Kalamazoo  County.  Samuel  Finch  cleared 
and  improved  the  tract  of  land  which  fell  to  his 
share,  and  made  his  home  thereon  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  June,  1871.  His  wife  followed 
him  to  the  better  land  in  1884,  a  firm  believer  in 
the  tenets  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these 
paragraphs,  and  whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the 
opposite  page,  was  the  third  child  and  eldest  son 
of  his  parents'  family,  and  received  a  fair  educa- 
tion, such  as  was  given  the  youth  of  his  da}^ 
When  reaching  his  majority,  he  started  out  to 
battle  with  life  on  his  own  account  by  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade.  He  came  to  Plain  well  in 
1865,  and  continued  to  work  at  his  trade,  many  of 
the  best  residences  of  the  village  being  erected 
under  his  supervision. 

Mr.  Finch  took  for  his  wife  Miss  Eliza  Woodard, 
their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  1864.  Mrs. 
Finch  was  a  native  of  Cooper,  Kalamazoo  County, 
and  died  two  years  after  her  marriage,  July  19. 
Our  subject  was  married  a  second  time,  January 
14,  1869,  his  bride  being  Lois  Lillie,  also  a  native 
of  Cooper,  and  the  daughter  of  Joel  and  Hester 
(Downs)  Lillie,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont  and 
Ohio,  respectively.  They  were  farmers  by  occupa- 
tion, and  have  since  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finch 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Freddie,  who  is 
deceased,  and  Cora. 

Soon  after  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Finch  took 
to  farming,  and  continued  thus  engaged  for  three 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to  Plain- 
well,  where  he  is  residing  at  the  present  time.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  Republican  until  1872,  when  he 
became  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
is  a  very  prominent  man  in  his  township,  and  for 
two  years  was  a  member  of  the  village  council,  and 
while  in  that  position  used  his  influence  in  pro- 
moting the  best  welfare  of  his  community.  For 
one  term  he  occupied  the  responsible  office  of 
Treasurer  of  Gun  Plain  Township,  and  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  Allegan  County  in  the  fall  of 
1886  on  a  fusion  ticket.  His  majority  over  his 
Republican  opponent  at  that  time  was  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  votes,  which  fully  illustrates  the 
high  estimation  placed  upon  him  as  an  efficient 
public  officer.  He  was  a  candidate  for  re-election 
in  1888,  but  was  defeated  by  a  few  votes.  Mr. 
Finch  proved  himself  capable  of  close  application 
to  the  duties  which  lay  before  him  as  an  officer, 
and  his  wise  counsel  when  attempting  to  bring 
about  any  worthy  object  is  well  known  to  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  State. 


602 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


He  had  always  been  diligent  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  and  all  violators  of  the  law  met  with 
speedy  arrest,  and  no  doubt  his  watchfulness  had 
a  tendency  to  defeat  him  for  re-election. 

He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic'order, 
and  has  been  for  over  thirty  years,  and  has  repre- 
sented his  party  as  a  delegate  to  county  and  State 
conventions.  The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men claim  him  as  one  of  their  influential  work- 
ing members,  and  he  is  also  a  Knight  of  the 
Maccabees.  Mrs.  Finch  is  a  most  excellent  lady, 
and  is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of   which    denomination  she  is  a  member. 

Mr.  Finch  is  still  engaged  in  the  carpenter  work, 
and  has  erected  many  of  the  pretty  residences  in 
the  village  of  Plainwell.  He  may  be  considered 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  place,  and  we 
are  thus  pleased  to  be  able  to  place  his  sketch  in 
our  Record. 


eHARLES  GIBSON  is  an  extensive  fruit- 
grower of  South  Haven,  his  pleasant  home 
being  located  on  the  lake  shore,  within  three 
miles  of  that  thriving  village.  His  farm  comprises 
seventy-three  acres  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  23,  his  residence  here  dating  from  1854. 
He  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  being  born  in  Oakland 
County,  May  8,  1827. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Gibson,  was 
born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Green.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1817, 
and  resided  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  some  five  years. 
They  then  migrated  to  Canada,  whence  they  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Troy  Township,  Oak- 
land County.  They  there  improved  a  good  farm 
and  resided  on  it  until  their  removal  to  Farming- 
ton  Township,  Oakland,  where  they  cleared  and 
cultivated  a  second  tract  of  land.  The  father 
died  in  1837,  being  about  seventy  years  of  age. 
The  mother  then  removed  to  Hudson,  Lenawee 
County,  where  she  died  about  1848. 

The  parental  family  of  eight  children  were, 
besides  our  subject:  Thomas,  who  was  born 
in  England,  March  13,  1808,  died  in   Troy,  Oak- 


land County, .this  State;  John,  who  was  born  in 
England,  April  2,  1809,  resides  in  Livingston 
County,  this  State;  Henry  F.,  born  in  England,  July 
2,  1812,  died  in  the  above-named  county;  George, 
also  born  in  England,  January  26,  1814,  resides 
with  our  subject;  William,  born  in  England,  April 
27,  1816,  died  in  Oakland  County,  this  State;  Han- 
nah, who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Elizabeth,who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
January  27,  1820,  died  in  Oakland  County,  this 
State. 

Charles  Gibson  of  this  sketch,  who  was  the  only 
member  of  the  family  born  in  Michigan,  passed  his 
boyhood  days  on  the  farm  and  in  the  district 
school.  He  was  but  ten  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  when  he  was  obliged  to  assist  in  the  work  on 
the  home  farm.  About  1847  he  removed  with  his 
mother  to  Hudson,  Lenawee  Countj^,  and  in  1854 
came  to  Van  Buren  County.  Here  with  his  brother 
George  he  purchased  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  timber  land,  and,  boarding  with 
some  neighbors  they  commenced  clearing  their 
acreage. 

Miss  Sarah  Leisenring  became  Mrs.  Charles  Gib- 
son, in  May,  1855.  She  was  born  April  23,  1834, 
in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Sarah  (Christopher)  Leisenring, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey.  Her  x)arents  were  married  in  New 
York  State,  and  in  October,  1849,  came  to  Michigan, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Hudson  where  their  de- 
cease occurred.  Their  family  included  eight  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located  on  his 
land  and  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  and  im 
proving  it.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  but  was  rejected  by  the  medi- 
cal examiners.  In  1864,  he  was  drafted  and  en- 
tered the  service  in  Company  H,  Thirteenth  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  and  participated  in  all  the  battles 
with  his  company  until  discharged,  July  16,  1865. 
Returning  home  he  resumed  work  on  his  farm  and 
during  the  past  fifteen  years  has  given  considerable 
attention  to  fruit-growing,  his  peach  orchard  in- 
cluding thirty-five  acres.  His  farm  embraces  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  and  boasts  of  first- 
class  improvements.     In  politics,  Mr.  Gibson  is  a 
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true-blue  Republican  and  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gibson  have  a  daughter — Eliza  E.,  who 
was  born  November  3,  1852.  She  is  the  wife  of 
David  Leisen ring  and  has  two  children:  Ora  E., 
born  March  7,  1883,  and  Charles  D.,  born  August 
21,  1888. 


t  fmg  If 4iiiif<i  i,Ml  * 


'  UDSON  J.  MOSES,  who  is  numbered  among 
the  thrifty  farmers  of  Van  Buren  County, 
owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Arlington  Township.  Splendid 
improvements  have  been  made  upon  the  place, 
and  good  buildings  have  been  erected  for  the  stor- 
age of  grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock.  The  family 
residence  is  a  commodious  dwelling,  neatly  fin- 
ished without  and  tastily  furnished  within,  while 
the  surroundings  indicate  the  careful  supervision 
of  the  proprietor.  The  farm  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Moses  in  April,  1866,  and  has  by  him  been 
brought  to  its  present  development.  He  had,  how- 
ever, been  a  resident  of  the  county  for  ten  years 
prior  to  the  purchase  of  the  place,  and  is  well 
known  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Moses  was  only  fifteen  years  old  when  he 
removed  from  the  county  of  his  birth — Genesee 
County,  N.  Y. — to  this  State,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  1841.  He  was  a  stalwart  youth  of 
twenty  years,  when  in  the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  and 
served  eleven  months  with  distinguished  valor. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  disabled  on  account 
of  measles,  and  was  confined  to  his  room  for  four- 
teen months;  even  after  he  was  able  to  engage  m 
a('tive  labors,  it  was  many  years  before  he  entirely 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  illness. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Moses  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia 
Prater,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sophia 
Prater,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are,  Minnie,  Andrew,  Maud, 
May,  Arthur  and  Allen.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Wesley  Nicholas,  of  Arlington  Township,  and  the 
other  children  still  remain  under  the  parental  roof, 
where    they  are  receiving  careful  training  in  all 


that  will  make  them  honorable  and  upright  men 
and  women.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Moses  is 
liberal  and  votes  for  those  candidates  whom  he 
considers  best  fitted  for  the  oflSce  in  question.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  identi- 
fied with  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Lawrence. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Moses  is  a  member 
comprised  eight  children  who  were  born  to  Seth  and 
Sophia  (Pease)  Moses,  named  as  follows:  George, 
Hiram,  Martha,  Seth,  Judson  J.,  Andrew,  Mary 
and  Lydia.  Andrew  enlisted  in  1861  (at  the  same 
time  that  our  subject  became  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Army),  and  died  in  May,  1862,  at  Hamburg 
Landing,  Tenn.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  in  1804,  was  one  of  six  children,  viz.: 
Augustus,  Laura  D.,  Seth,  Elnathan,  Alonzo  and 
Eliza,  who  were  born  of  the  marriage  of  Rufus 
and  Lydia  (Ramsdale)  Moses. 

P>om  Rufus  Moses  we  trace  the  family  ancestry 
back  through  Elnathan  to  Ben  on  i  Moses,  who  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
being  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  in  his 
community.  His  father,  John,  lived  in  Simsbury, 
Conn.,  and  was  married  in  1705.  Before  him  was 
another  John  Moses,  who  came  from  England  to 
New  England,  and  located  at  Plymouth  between 
the  years  1630  and  1640.  The  great  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Elnathan,  removed  at  an  early  day 
from  the  parish  of  Simsbury  to  Rutland,  Vt.,  where 
it  is  probable  he  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his 
life. 


<|  MLLIAM  H.  SPAYDE  is  a  leading  mer- 
\/jJ//  ^^^^^  ^^^  druggist  of  Bloomingdale,  Yan 
^/sfl  Buren  County,  where  he  has  acquired  a 
reputation  as  an  enterprising,  thorough-going  busi- 
ness man,  and,  in  consequence,  is  succeeding  ad- 
mirably in  his  present  occupation.  He  is  a  native 
of  Ohio,  being  born  in  Scott  Township,  Sandusky 
County,  December  6,  1856.  He  is  the  son  of 
George  and  Catherine  (Peck)  Spayde,  who  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  respectively. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  William 
Spayde,  who  was  of  Dutch  origin.  George  Spayde 
was  a  blacksmith  and  manufacturer  of  lumber,  and 
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beiog  desirous  to  more  rapidly  increase  bis  for- 
tune, he  went  to  California,  where  he  died.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York.  She  was 
an  active  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
The  parental  familj^  consisted  of  two  children: 
Mary,  who  became  Mrs.  Tice,  and  is  now  deceased, 
and  who  left  a  son  and  daughter,  and  William  H. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  his  education  was  received  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  place  and  at  Fostoria  and 
Westerville,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
teaching,  continuing  this  occupation  for  five 
years.  When  twenty  years  old,  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  and  chemistry  at  Gibsonburg,  first 
engaging  in  the  drug  business  at  Helena,  Ohio. 
In  1882  he  came  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  estab- 
lished a  drug  store  under  the  firm  name  of  Spayde 
&  Cookson.  In  August,  1 884,  he  came  to  Bloom- 
ingdale,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  and 
grocery  business  until  May,  1889,  when  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  William  H.  Harrison,  and  now 
operates  a  general  store  in  connection  with  the  drug 
fctore.  This  is  ooe  of  the  largest,  best  conducted 
stores  in  the  county,  having  an  extensive  trade, 
and  carrying  about  $12,000  in  stock. 

Mr.  Spayde  was  married,  December  20,  1877,  to 
Miss  Mollie  Marvin,  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Martha 
Marvin,  of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Emerson  D.  Mr.  Spayde 
is  an  active  Republican,  and  uses  his  influence  for 
the  best  interest  of  his  town  and  county.  He  is  a 
representative  business  man,  and  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune.  He  is  a  leading 
and  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


I^IXLEY  JUDSON.  Kalamazoo  County  fur- 
Jl)  nishes  a  fitting  arena  for  the  exercise  of 
f^  energy  and  industry,  which  bring  their  re- 
^  ward  in  prosperity  and  often  in  wealth. 
Among  the  popular  citizens  of  Comstock  Township 
is  Mr.  Judson,  who  resides  on  section  12,  and  is 
spending  the  twilight  of  his  useful  life  undisturbed 
by  the  perplexing  cares  of  poverty  and  toil.  He  is 
retired   from   the  active  work  of  tilling  the  soil 


which,  engaged  his  close  attention  through  many 
years  and  the  estate  which  he  accumulated  is  now 
conducted  b}^  his  son. 

Born  in  Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  January  23,  1811, 
Mr.  Judson  is  the  son  of  Ephraim  and  Polly  (Cur- 
tis) Judson,  natives  of  Connecticut.  His  parents 
were  married  in  their  native  State,  and  thence  re- 
moved to  New  York,  where  the  father  died  a  few 
years  afterward.  Orphaned  at  the  early  age  of 
six,  our  subject  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
in  childhood  and  has  been  self-supporting  almost 
from  his  earliest  recollections.  Not  only  did  he 
support  himself,  but  he  also  aided  in  maintaining 
his  younger  brothers. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  Mr.  Judson  removed 
to  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  a  short 
time  and  thence  went  to  Auburn,  the  same  State. 
In  1833  he  came  West  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Monroe  County,  returning,  however,  in  a  short 
time  to  Auburn,  where  he  was  married.  His  sec- 
ond journey  to  Michigan  was  made  in  the  fall  of 
1834,  at  which  time  he  located  in  Charlestown 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land,  paying  for  the  property  from  his 
earnings.  A  log  house,  20x23,  was  one  of  the 
first  improvements  placed  upon  the  farm,  and 
other  buildings  were  erected  and  the  soil  cultivated 
for  a  number  of  j^ears. 

About  1846,  Mr.  Judson  sold  his  farm  and 
moved  to  Climax,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
and  afterward  settled  upon  his  present  homestead. 
February  26,  1883,  he  was  deeply  bereaved  by  the 
death  of  his  devoted  helpmate,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Polly  Ann  Johnson.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Mary  E.,  who  keeps  house 
for  her  father  and  has  always  been  tenderly  de- 
voted to  his  welfare;  William  E.,  whose  home  is 
in  Petoskey,  this  State;  Charles  L.,  who  resides  in 
Comstock  Township;  Lucretia  L.,  the  wife  of  S.  E. 
Blanchard,  of  Hillsdale,  this  State;  Edgar  L.,  who 
has  never  married  but  resides  with  his  father;  and 
George  K.,  deceased. 

The  farm  of  seventy  acres  which  Mr.  Judson 
owns  is  operated  by  his  son  who  is  enterprising 
and  ambitious.  He  is  a  Republican  and  voted  for 
Gen.  Jackson  the  second  time  he  was  elected  Pres- 
ident.    In  various  positions  to  which  he  has  been 
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called  by  his  fellow-citizens,  he  has  ably  discharged 
the  varied  duties  of  the  offices  and  won  the  con- 
fidence of  others,  irrespective  of  party.  Since  1833, 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  served  as  Trustee  and  Steward  for 
many  years  and  contributed  generously  for  church 
and  charitable  purposes. 


^rjjj  USSEL  B.  FENNER.  This  prominent 
1'^^  farmer  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Allegan 
County,  as  he  came  here  in  1844.  He  is  at 
present  making  his  home  on  eighty  acres  of 
land  located  on  sections  4  and  5,  Gun  Plain  Town- 
ship. In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his  tract  of 
land,  he  has  followed  threshing  for  the  past  eleven 
years,  and  raises  on   his  place  all  kinds  of  stock. 

Mr.  Fenner  was  born  in  Pompey,  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  19,  1814,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  L.  Fenner,  a  native  of  Long  Island.  The 
father  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a 
farmer  and  millwright  by  occupation.  He  was  verj^ 
prominent  in  his  community,  having  held  many  of 
the  local  offices.  He  died  when  seventy-four  years 
old.  Our  subject's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Betsey  Perry,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  a 
cousin  of  Commodore  Perry.  She  died  several 
3^ears  before  her  husband,  passing  away  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  In  her  church  relations  she 
was  a  Baptist. 

Russel  B.  Fenner  is  the  fifth  child  of  the  six  sons 
and  three  daughters  born  to  his  parents.  He  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  then  de- 
cided to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  and  with  that 
in  mind  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  business. 
He  soon  abandoned  the  idea,  however,  as  he  was 
called  upon  to  manage  his  father's  farm,  which  he 
did  in  a  most  profitable  and  satisfactory  manner. 
Mr.  Fenner  was  married,  in  1837,  to  Miss  Hannah 
V.  Schenck,  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  State 
as  our  subject.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Rulef 
and  Elsie  (Baird)  Schenck,  natives  of  New  Jersey 
and  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, only  three  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present 


time.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Fenner  was  a  ''mason 
and  farmer  and  a  man  very  much  respected  in  his 
community.  She,  herself,  was  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  died 
when  seventy  -two  years  of  age;  her  husband  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  continued  to  cul- 
tivate the  soil  until  the  fall  of  1844,  when  he  de- 
cided to  come  West  to  Michigan.  Bringing  his 
family  hither,  they  made  the  journey  via  the  lakes 
to  Detroit,  thence  by  rail  to  Marshall  and  by  team 
to  Martin  Township,  Allegan  County,  where  he 
located  on  land,  which  his  father  had  previously 
purchased.  Before  a  suitable  home  could  be  pro- 
vided for  the  family,  he  was  compelled  to  haul 
the  lumber  and  other  material  from  the  nearest 
town.  They  arrived  in  the  township,  October  10, 
and  December  5  took  up  their  abode  in  their  new 
home.  The  dwelling  was  20x34  in  dimensions  and 
although  not  fitted  up  with  all  the  conveniences 
with  which  their  later  home  was  provided,  they 
were  very  happy.  Game  •  was  plentiful  and  thus 
their  table  was  always  supplied  with  choice  meats. 
Indians  made  frequent  visits  to  their  home  and 
often  spent  the  night  on  the  floor  in  front  of  the 
fire. 

Three  years  after  coming  here,  our  subject,  with 
his  brother  Darius,  erected  a  sawmill  in  Martin 
Township,  which  was  run  by  the  water  power 
from  a  creek.  This  was  the  first  mill  in  the 
township  and  they  operated  it  very  successfully 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1855  our  subject  traded 
his  farm  in  Martin  Township  for  his  present  estate 
in  Gun  Plain,  which  bore  but  few  improvements 
when  it  came  into  his  possession.  By  a  proper  ro- 
tation of  crops,  the  land  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
degree  of  cultivation,  while  he  has  erected  the  va- 
rious buildings  which  best  subserve  tiie  purposes  of 
a  first-class  agriculturist.  The  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fenner  includes  five  children:  Byron  R., 
Eliza  E.,  William  P.,  Rulef  James  and  Franklin  M. 
Byron  married  Miss  Caroline  Nash,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Byron,  Jennie  and  Nina;  Eliza  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Scott,  of  Plain  well,  and  they 
have  a  family  of  seven  children;  William  P.  mar- 
ried Miss  Thornberg  and  they  have  six  children ; 
James  took  to  wife  Miss  Mary  Case  and  they  have 
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one    child;     Franklin     M.    married      Hannah    I. 
Honeysett  and  has  four  cliildren. 

In  his  political  affiliation,  our  subject  is  a  firm 
Democrat,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson 
for  President.  Mr.  Fenner  has  shown  himself  ca- 
pable of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  during  the  twelve  years  he  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  are  well  known  to  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Township.  He 
has  also  been  Highway  and  Drain  Commissioner, 
and,  as  a  representative  citizen,  we  are  glad  to 
present  his  portrait  and  biographical  sketch  to  our 
readers. 


-i:®:^ 


i,(p^ 


"■^^V^®^ 


^^EORGE  P.  REDPATH  is  a  good  farmer  of 
Ij  j^^  much  practical  experience,  who  is  doing  his 
^^^  part  in  cai-rying  forward  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Comstock  Township,  where  his  farming 
interests  lie,  and  also  of  Kalamazoo  County,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  well-known  resident  for  more 
than  thirty  years.  He  is  of  Scottish  birth  and  an- 
tecedents, born  in  the  shire  of  Roxburg,  October 
30,  1835.  His  father,  Robert  Redpath,  was  also  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  he  died  in  the  Old  Country. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Christina  Purves, 
came  to  America  and  died  in  Richland  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  three  daughters  and  five  sons,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  seven  are  still  living. 
Our  subject  was  the  third  child  born  to  his  par- 
ents. His  home  was  on  his  native  heath  until 
1858,  and  in  its  invigorating  air  he  grew  strong 
and  active  and  was  well  fitted  to  cope  with  the 
vicissitudes  of  life,  when  he  came  to  fight  its  bat- 
tles on  his  own  account.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter  and  worked  at  it  in  the  old  country 
until  the  year  mentioned,  when  he  emigrated  to 
America.  He  came  directly  to  Michigan  after 
landing  on  these  shores,  and  located  in  Richland 
Township,  where  he  lived  for  several  years. 
After  his  marriage,  in  1871,  he  came  to  his  present 
farm  on  section  5,  Comstock  Township,  which  un- 
der his  wise  management  has  become  one  of  the 
most  desirable  pieces  of  property  in  this  locality. 


It  is  well  supplied  with  good  buildings  and  fine 
machinery,  and  its  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
are  very  productive  under  his  system  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  a  fine  herd  of  cattle  of  good  grades, 
besides  other  well-bred  stock.  The  neat  and  well- 
built  residence  in  which  he  lives  was  erected  by 
him  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.  Besides  attending  to  the 
improvement  of  his  farm  for  fourteen  years,  Mr. 
Redpath  did  a  good  business  in  operating  a  thresh- 
ing machine  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  He 
possesses  in  a  full  measure  many  of  the  best  traits 
of  his  race  and  has  proved  an  invaluable  citizen 
since  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Comstock  Town- 
ship, being  always  ready  to  help  on  any  public 
improvements.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  of 
no  uncertain  tone.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  is  his  wife  also,  and 
both  are  active  in  helping  forward  any  good  work 
in  which  it  may  be  engaged. 

In  March,  1871,  our  subject  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Eliza  Chapman,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Chapman, natives 
of  England,  and  pioneers  of  this  county,  and  his 
success  in  after-life  is  partly  attributa])le  to  her 
cheerful  and  capable  co-operation.  Mrs.  Redpath 
is  a  native  of  this  county,  a  daughter  of  one  of 
its  pioneer  families,  and  she  was  born  March  9, 
1846,  in  Richland  Township.  Her  marriage  with 
our  subject  has  brought  them  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Robert,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  James,  who  is  a  student  in  the 
business  college  at  Kalamazoo;  Mary  and  Christ- 
ina, at  home  with  their  parents. 


—5- 
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^^=v.  ATHAN  SLAWSON,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
I  jj  resides  on  section  10,  Ross  Township,  Kal- 
]^M^  amazoo  County.  His  farm,  although  not 
so  large  as  some  estates  in  the  community,  is  never- 
theless made  to  yield  the  very  largest  results  possi- 
ble, through  a  careful  fertilization  of  the  soil  and 
proper  rotation  of  the  crops;  its  eighty  acres  are 
divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size,  while  the 
latest  improvements  in  farm  machinery  have  been 
introduced. 

Mr.  Slawson  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.   Y., 
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April  28,  1832.  He  comes  of  Scotch-Irish  descent 
and  his  paternal  ancestors  located  in  Rhode  Island 
in  1630,  ten  years  after  the  first  settlement  had 
been  made  in  that  State.  Both  his  paternal  and 
maternal  grandfather  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  his  father,  Ruf  us,  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  A  brother,  Ira  M.,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  defense  of  the 
Union  during  the  Civil  War,  so  that  it  will  be  seen 
that  our  subject  belongs  to  a  patriotic  family. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Ruf  us  and  Clarissa 
(Jump)  Siawson,  were  natives  of  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  were  people  of  great  worth  of  character. 
Nathan  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  where, 
working  in  connection  with  his  father,  he  became 
familiar  with  farming  pursuits.  After  completing 
the  course  of  study  in  the  common  schools  of  Yates 
County,  he  attended  Rushville,  N.  Y.,  Academy 
for  a  short  time,  and  subsequently  engaged  as  a 
primary  teacher  during  the  winter  season. 

November  22,  1855,  Mr.  Slawson  was  married  to 
Jane  Cairns,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  came  of  Scotch  extraction.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union,  all  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased, and  the  wife  and  mother  passed  away  Octo- 
ber 20,  1886.  A  few  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Slawson  removed  to  Barry  County,  this  State,  and 
located  near  Hickory  Corners  in  1866,  engaging 
there  in  farming  pursuits  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1877,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  settled 
on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  when  he  was  engaged 
in  publishing  a  weekly  paper  at  Augusta. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Slawson  to  his  present  esti- 
mable wife  took  place  April  2,  1889.  Mrs.  Slawson 
was  born  in  Country  Antrim,  Ireland,  May  3,  1845, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret 
Crawford,  natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland.  When 
about  seventeen  years  old,  she  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica and  was  married  in  New  York  to  Peter  Red- 
mond, becoming  the  mother  of  two  children: 
James  and  Peter.  After  his  death,  she  became  the 
wife  of  John  Geer,  of  Ross  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  one  son  being  born  of  the  union,  William 
deceased. 

In  his  religious  belief,  Mr.  Slawson  is  a  member 
of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.    Politically,  he 


is  a  Republican  and  is  now  serving  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Ross  Township,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  five  years  ago.  He  is  also  a  Notary  Public. 
Besides  his  farm  he  is  the  owner  of  village  property 
in  Augusta,  and  has  his  affairs  on  a  sound  financial 
basis,  the  result  of  constant  energy  and  unremit- 
ting labor  on  his  part. 


^^♦♦♦♦t 

^^♦♦♦♦r 


NSON  L.  RANNEY.  A  high  place  in  the 
estimation  of  the  citizens  of  Kalamazoo 
County  is  held  by  this  gentleman,  who 
owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
pleasantly  located  on  section  30,  Comstock 
Township.  Born  in  Augusta  Township,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  21,  1811,  he  is  the  son  of 
Ebenezer  and  Almeda  (Bartholomew)  Ranney, 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  His  father,  who  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  in  his  early  life  and  was  a  preacher  in  the 
Baptist  denomination. 

In  his  young  manhood,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
located  on  a  farm.  His  last  days  were  quietly 
passed  in  Madison  County,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  was  a  prominent 
man  in  that  section  of  the  State  and  held  a  num- 
ber of  responsible  offices,  serving  for  many  years 
as  Supervisor  of  Augusta  Township.  His  political 
affiliations  were  with  the  Whig  partj^  and  both  in 
public  affairs  and  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
his  opinion  carried  great  influence.  His  wife  died 
when  four-score  years  of  age. 

Of  a  family  of  eight  children,  only  one  survives 
besides  the  subject  of  this  notice:  O.  Russell,  of 
Oneida  Township,  Madison  Countj^,  N.  Y.  After 
completing  his  education  in  the  Madison  Univer- 
sity of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  taught 
school  for  one  term  near  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.,  and 
then  entered  the  mercantile  business  at  Stockbridge, 
N.  Y.  He  carried  on  a  general  store  for  eleven 
years  in  that  place  and  at  the  same  time  operated  a 
mill  and  farm. 

Selling  his  property  in  1863,  our  subject  came  to 
Comstock  Township,  and  purchased  his  present 
homestead,  then  only  partially  improved.  The  one 
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hundred  and  fifty-one  acres  are  now  well-improved 
and  embellished  with  good  buildings.  In  this  task, 
which  has  been  arduous,  Mr.  Ranney  has  received 
the  cheerful  co-operation  of  his  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  September 
27,  1838.  Her  maiden  name  was  Eleanor  T.  Mur- 
ray and  she  was  born  in  New  York.  Seven  children 
were  born  of  the  union:  Adelle,  wife  of  Eberle 
Underwood,  of  Galesburgh;  Orlo,  a  physician  in 
Kalamazoo;  Maurice  M.,  who  has  charge  of  the  old 
homestead;  Ida  M.  is  with  her  parents;  Bernard 
D.  lives  in  Kansas,  and  Estella  M.  is  at  home. 

Maurice  M.,  who  manages  the  farm,  makes  a 
specialty  of  celery  and  is  now  devising  a  celery- 
digger,  which  promises  to  be  very  helpful.  Our 
subject  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  High- 
way Commissioner,  Supervisor,  and  in  other  local 
offices.  In  the  Baptist  Church  at  Kalamazoo,  of 
which  he  is  a  faithful  member,  he  has  been  Deacon 
for  a  year  and  is  prominent  in  religious  and  benev- 
olent enterprises. 


~^=*i 
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OSCAR  F.  CAMPBELL,  a  competent,  well- 
to-do  farmer,  is  now  engaged  at  his  voca- 
tion in  that  part  of  Kalamazoo  County 
embraced  in  the  rich  farming  region  of  Comstock 
Township,  his  farm  and  home  verj^  pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  sections  2  and  3.  Victor  Township,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  is  the  native  place  of  our  subject, 
and  November  28,  1822,  the  date  of  his  birth. 
His  father  was  Capt.  Charles  Campbell,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  reared  in  Vermont.  He 
was  an  officer  in  the  War  of  1812,  bearing  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  principal  battles,  notably  those  of 
Sackett's  Harbor  and  Plattsburg.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent man  in  his  community,  and  lived  to  the  ven- 
erable age  of  eighty-five  years.  His  father,  Nathan 
Campbell,  was  born  in  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and 
came  to  this  country  with  his  parents,  who  settled 
in  Connecticut  in  Colonial  days.  He  was  a  volun- 
teer at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  did  good 
service  during  the  Revolution  as  a  courageous  and 
efficient  soldier.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  physique, 
weighing  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds,  and 


standing  six  feet  eight  inches  in  height,  and  so 
strong  was  he  that  he  could  take  a  man  in  each 
hand  and  hold  him  out,  and  could  perform  other 
wonderful  feats  of  strength.  He  died  when  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Esther  McComber 
before  her  marriage.  She  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts, but  was  reared  among  the  green  hills  of  Ver- 
mont. She  lived  to  be  eighty-seven  years  old, 
lacking  two  days.  Her  father,  Jonathan  McComber, 
is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
He  was  a  regularly  enlisted  soldier  in  the  conti- 
nental army  during  the  Revolution,  and  fought 
well  in  the  various  battles  in  which  he  took  part, 
until  he  was  finally  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
New  York  and  put  on  board  of  a  British  prison 
vessel.  He  was  so  reduced  and  weakened  by  the 
sufferings  that  he  underwent  during  his  imprison- 
ment that  bis  friends  thought  that  he  had  starved 
to  death.  But  they  managed  to  restore  him  to 
consciousness,  and  he  lived  to  be  seventy-seven 
years  old.  He  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Govern- 
ment. His  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  Colonial  days  and  was  one 
of  the  settlers  of  Massachusetts. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Ver- 
mont, and  made  their  home  in  Rutland  County,  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Cham  plain,  until  they  removed 
to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  remained 
about  nine  years.  They  then  went  to  Canada  and 
spent  six  years  there  before  thej'  returned  to  New 
York.  Their  remaining  years  were  passed  in 
Evans  Township,  Erie  County.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  daughters  and  seven  sons,  and 
eleven  of  their  numerous  progeny  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  ten  of  them  being  alive 
when  the  youngest  attained  the  age  of  fifty  years. 
These  four  of  the  number  still  live:  Martha,  wife 
of  Orin  Dunning,  of  New  York;  Harvey,  a  farmer 
in  Ingham  County;  Cordelia,  wife  of  George 
Murray,  of  New  York;  and  our  subject. 

Oscar  E.  Campbell  is  the  ninth  child  and  fifth 
son  of  the  family.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  during  all  that  time 
he  never  slept  out  of  the  parental  home,  even  for 
one  night.  He  received  his  schooling  in  the  Evans 
District  School,  and  he  utilized  his  education  by 
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teaching  three  terms.  He  and  his  brothers  after- 
ward farmed  together  in  their  native  State.  He 
first  came  to  Michigan  in  1845,  and  lumbered  for 
one  winter  in  Six  Mills,  below  Grand  Rapids  on 
the  Grand  River.  He  then  returned  to  the  old 
farm  in  New  York,  and  was  with  his  father  until 
the  following  September.  In  that  month,  he  went 
to  Ohio  with  his  oldest  brother,  and  built  a  saw- 
mill. He  afterward  sold  his  interest  in  the  mill  to 
his  brother  and  went  back  to  New  York.  He  was 
married  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  July  11,  1847,  to 
Miss  Electa  Higgins,  and,  returning  to  New  York, 
he  worked  his  father's  farm  the  ensuing  two  j^ears. 
Going  back  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  Lo- 
rain County,  Ohio,  he  dwelt  there  two  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1851  his  wife  died,  leaving  two  lit- 
tle children:  Ellen,  two  years  old,  now  deceased; 
and  Electa,  four  weeks  old,  who  is  now  married  to 
Davis  Maze,  of  Oceana  County,  Mich.  Again  he 
took  up  his  residence  with  his  parents,  and  man- 
aged the  old  homestead  until  the  spring  of  1857. 
In  the  meantime,  he  had  been  West  and  had  bought 
a  farm  in  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  comprising  a 
quarter  of  a  section  near  the  village  of  West  Lib- 
erty. He  traded  that  for  one  hundred  and  six 
acres  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  ensuing  two 
years  were  spent  on  that  place. 

In  x\pril,  1859,  Mr.  Campbell  came  once  more  to 
Michigan,  journeying  by  water  to  Detroit,  and 
from  there  coming  directly  to  Kalamazoo  County 
with  a  team,  he  having  resolved  to  make  his  home 
here  permanentl3^  He  at  first  located  in  Cooper 
Township,  where  he  bought  forty  acres  of  improved 
land.  On  that  place  two  of  his  children  were 
born:  Jasper  John,  April  27,  1860,  now  living 
on  the  farm  on  section  3,  Comstock  Township;  and 
Maria  S.,  wife  of  Oliver  D.  Carson,  of  Richland 
Township.  Mr.  Campbell  sold  his  Cooper  Town- 
ship farm  at  the  end  of  tliree  years,  and  bought 
the  place  where  his  son  resides  on  section  3,  Com- 
stock Township.  It  comprises  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  acres  of  well-improved  Jand,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  locality.  The 
place  on  which  our  subject  and  his  wife  reside 
comprises  twenty-two  acres  of  choice  land  and  is 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Campbell.  They  are  people 
who  are  looked  up  to  by  the  entire  community  on 


account  of  their  many  pleasant  qualities,  their 
friendliness  and  consideration  in  their  intercourse 
with  all  who  come  in  contact  with  them,  and  for 
their  trustworthiness  in  all  matteis.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell is  a  man  of  stable,  strong  character,  firm  in  his 
convictions  and  outspoken  in  his  views  when  he 
has  need  to  express  them.  In  politics,  he  is  a  sturdy 
Democrat.  He  was  Master  of  the  Grange  for  many 
years,  and  in  all  things  has  sought  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  his  township  and  county.  He  is 
of  a  robust  constitution,  coming  of  fine  old  stock 
and  a  long-lived  race,  is  temperate  in  his  habits, 
and  during  the  thirty-three  years  that  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Michigan  he  can  boast  that  he  has 
never  seen  a  sick  day. 

Mr.  Campbell's  second  marriage,  which  occurred 
January  31,  1859,  was  with  Harriet,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  John  and  Salome  (Sawyer)  Barrell. 
She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Evans,  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  July  22,  1840,  and  lived  there  until  her 
marriage  with  our  subject.  On  her  father's  side 
she  is  descended  from  the  Pilgrims  of  the  "May- 
flower," the  family  being  among  the  colonists  of 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  who  came  over  in  that  vessel. 
Her  mother's  people  were  from  Scotland,  her  ma- 
ternal grandmother,  Mary  Dimick,  having  been 
born  in  that  country.  Pier  mother  was  a  very 
powerful  woman,  of  strong  physique  and  forcible 
character. 

I  j^ILLIAM  M.  BARNES.  This  name  will  be 
\jcJ//  recognized  by  many  of  our  readers  as  that 
\^/^  of  a  gentleman  who  is  taking  a  prominent 
part  in  developing  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Yan  Buren  County.  He  owns  and  operates  a  farm 
comprising  seventy  acres  in  Arlington  Township, 
and  his  efforts  to  improve  the  place  have  resulted 
very  satisfactorily,  for  it  is  now  numbered  among 
the  best  improved  farms  of  the  township.  Al- 
though not  containing  as  many  acres  as  some  oth- 
ers, yet  every  spot  of  ground  is  made  to  produce 
the  very  best  results,  and  the  entire  estate  has 
been  redeemed  from  the  primitive  wilderness. 

Mr,  Barnes  traces  his  ancestry  to  one  of  two 
brothers,  who,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revoiu- 
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tionary  War,  emigrated  from  England  and  settled 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  One  of  these  brothers 
was  Abel  Barnes,  the  father  of  Uriel  T.,  and  the 
grandfather  of  William  M.,the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical sketch.  Not  long  after  his  settlement  in 
Connecticut,  Abel  Barnes  removed  frem  that  State 
to  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  few  years  later 
to  the  town  of  Floyd,  Oneida  County,  in  the  same 
State.  He  married  Miss  Mind  well  Roberts,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  most,  if  not  all,  of  whom  were  born 
after  their  removal  to  New  York. 

The  fourth  son  of  Abel  and  Min dwell  Barns  was 
named  Uriel  T.,  and  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  14,  1794.  While  still  a  mere  child, 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Floyd,  where,  Au- 
gust 30,  1821,  he  married  Huldah  A.,  daughter  of 
Zenas  and  Mary  (Merrill)  Gibbs,  of  Broome  County, 
N.  Y.  The  young  couple  settled  in  Floyd,  where 
their  daughter  Adelia  was  born.  Their  eldest  son, 
Trumas  S.,  was  born  in  Westmoreland,  N.  Y.,  and 
soon  afterward  Mr.  Barnes  removed  to  a  small 
farm  which  he  had  bought  in  Oswego  County. 
There  were  three  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife; 
William  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
born  April  26,  1828;  Mary  S.  and  Harlow  G. 

About  that  time,  the  father  sold  his  farm  with 
the  ultimate  design  of  leaving  the  sterile  land  and 
severe  climate  of  Northern  New  York  to  establish 
a  better  home  in  the  West.  However,  instead  of 
coming  West  at  once,  he  began  to  work  in  a  saw- 
mill in  Durham ville,  and  thus  engaged  during  the 
winter  of  1831-32.  In  the  spring  of  the  latter 
year,  he  was  so  severely  injured  by  the  machinery 
of  the  mill  that  he  remained  a  helpless  invalid  for 
months.  During  the  following  December,  being 
unable  to  perform  any  manual  labor,  he  commenced 
a  grocery  business  at  Whitesboro,  N.  Y.,  but  soon 
found  he  could  not  prosper  in  that  unless  he  would 
sell  ardent  spirits.  That  he  would  not  do.  His 
principles  would  not  admit  of  him  supporting  his 
family  by  carrying  desolation  into  the  families  of 
others, so  he  sold  his  business  and  left  Whitesboro. 
During  his  stay  at  that  place,  his  daughter  Sarah 
was  born,  January  2,  1833. 

Having  somewhat  regained  his  health,  Mr.  Barnes 
staid   for  a  time  in  Geneva,  where   he  chopped 


wood  for  $26  per  month  and  house  rent.  April 
10,  1834,  he  set  out  with  his  family  for  Michigan, 
by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie.  Upon 
reaching  Detroit,  they  engaged  a  man  to  convey 
them  and  their  few  household  goods  to  Jackson 
County,  where  they  arrived  about  May  1.  The 
first  settlement  was  made  in  Albion,  where  he  en- 
gaged to  work  for  Tenney  Peabody,  but  his  family 
being  taken  sick,  his  $50  was  soon  exhausted. 
However,  he  resolutely  clung  to  his  determination 
to  secure  a  home,  and  took  up  some  Government 
land.  His  neighbors  aided  him  in  building  a  cabin 
which  was  warm  and  comfortable,  though  there  was 
not  a  pane  of  glass  in  it,  nor  was  there  a  nail  or 
sawed  plank  or  board  used  in  its  construction.  Into 
that  dwelling  the  family  moved  in  January,  1835. 

During  the  entire  summer  of  1835,  Mr.  Barnes 
was  sick  with  the  ague,  and  to  add  to  his  troubles 
a  speculator  purchased  his  land  and  demanded 
immediate  possession.  Being  unwilling  to  proceed 
to  extreme  measures,  he  paid  Mr.  Barnes  $50  to 
vacate.  This  money  he  invested  in  fifty  acres  of 
land,  and  with  the  help  of  his  neighbors  erected  a 
pole  cabin  upon  it.  In  that  cabin  the  family  were 
comparatively  comfortable. 

In  the  fall  of  1837,  Mr.  Barnes  sold  his  land  near 
Albion  for  $800  in  "wild-cat"  money,  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  removed  to  Lawrence,  Van  Buren 
County.  His  family  settled  in  a  log  house  on  what 
is  now  the  Baker  and  Richards  farm.  Not  long 
afterward,  he  purchased  from  Eaton  Branch,  for 
$200,  the  eighty  acres  on  which  his  son  A.  U.  now 
lives.  On  that  land  he  put  up  a  frame  house  and 
went  energetically  to  work  to  convert  the  wild 
land  into  a  productive  farm.  He  cleared  almost 
the  entire  eighty  acres  with  his  own  hands,  besides 
doing  a  large  amount  of  work  for  others.  In  the 
year  following  his  settlement,  he  was  chosen  Com- 
missioner of  Highways,  and  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  1840,  being  a  member  of  the  Board  at 
the  election  held  at  his  house  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  that  Gen.  Harrison  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States. 

In  June,  1853,  Mr.  Barnes  had  a  sudden  and 
violent  illness,  which  baflfled  the  skill  of  the  phy- 
sicians who  were  called  to  attend  him.  He  sank 
rapidly  and  died  on  Sunday,  July  3.     At  his  fun- 
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eral,  July  4,  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Dunham  preached  from 
the  text  "Precious  m  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the 
death  of  his  saints.''  Mrs.  Barnes  survived  her 
husband  thirteen  years  and  died  September  30, 
1866.  She  was  respected  and  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her,  bearing  with  patience  all  the  trials  of 
pioneer  life,  and  her  children  rise  up  and  call  her 
blessed.  Mr.  Barnes  was  converted  in  1820  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Our  subject  grew  to  mature  years  in  Michigan 
and  was  married,  in  1857,  to  Miss  Fannie  Gates. 
Of  that  union  eight  children  were  born,  namely: 
Ada,  wife  of  Frank  Fuller;  Albert  married  Miss 
Mattie  Rome;  Carrie  married  Eugene  Baughman; 
Charles,  Frank,  Clifford,  Lena  and  Ivan.  In  the 
same  year  in  which  his  marriage  occurred,  Mr. 
Barnes  purchased  his  farm  and  here  he  has  since 
resided.  Mrs.  Barnes  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Pamelia  (Brown)  Gates,  natives  of  Vermont  and 
New  York,  respectively,  who  came  to  Michigan  in 
1855.  Politically,  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  Republican.  Dur- 
ing the  late  war,  he  was  drafted  into  the  army  and 
went  out  in  Company  D,  Fourteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantrj^  He  was  in  the  Western  Corps  and  was 
present  at  the  time  of  Johnston's  surrender.  An 
upright,  conscientious  man,  he  is  highly  esteemed 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 


^^^^ORMAN  H.  ADAMS.  An  excellent  exam- 
!|  jjj  pie  of  the  results  of  industry  and  enterprise 
/iwi^  is  to  be  found  in  the  life  of  this  gentleman, 
who  is  a  well-known  resident  of  Breeds ville.  Dur- 
ing the  period  of  thirty  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  he  came  to  this  village,  he  has  risen  from  a 
condition  of  poverty  to  comfortable  circumstances, 
and  while  increasing  his  personal  possessions  has 
by  no  means  neglected  the  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity, but  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  its 
interests  and  the  development  of  its  resources.  He 
controls  extensive  business  interests  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  is  also  the  owner  of  a  well-improved 
farm,  comprising  seventy  acres  in  Columbia  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Asa  C,  was  a  native 


of  New  York,  where  he  followed  the  profession  of 
a  teacher,  and  was  also  Deputy  Sheriff.  He  re- 
moved from  the  Empire  State  to  Massachusetts, 
settling  near  Northampton,  Hampden  County,  and 
operating  a  small  farm.  His  death  occurred  there 
at  a  good  old  age.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Thorp,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  four  children :  Angeline,  Nor- 
man II.,  David  and  George.  The  two  last-named 
died  in  childhood.  Norman  H.  was  born  August 
22,  1826,  in  Rensselaerville,  Albany  County,  N.Y., 
and  accompanied  his  parents  when  they  removed 
to  Massachusetts.  The  common-school  education 
which  he  gleaned  from  the  text-books  used  in  the 
district  schools  was  afterward  supplemented  by  a 
course  of  study  in  the  High  School. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  the  school  days  of  our  sub- 
ject were  brought  to  a  close,  and  he  commenced  to 
earn  his  own  living  by  w^orking  first  on  a  farm,  and 
later  in  a  tannery  for  a  Mr.  Conklin  for  about  three 
years.  After  he  removed  to  Massachusetts,  he  was 
employed  in  a  tannery  in  West  Springfield,  and 
from  that  place  removed  toBrattleboro,  Vt.,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  he 
came  West  to  Michigan,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in 
Niles.  The  early  part  of  the  year  1861  marked 
his  arrival  in  Breeds  ville,  where  he  purchased  a 
one-half  interest  in  the  tannery  established  by 
Messrs.  Knowles  &  Barrows.  He  first  conducted 
his  business  in  partnership  with  another  gentle- 
man, but  after  four  years  spent  in  that  way,  a 
change  was  made  and  he  formed  another  partner- 
ship. Since  1876  he  has  been  in  business  alone, 
and  has  dealt  in  hides,  as  well  as  supervised  his 
farm. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Adams  have 
brought  him  in  sympathy  with  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  prior  to  its  organization 
he  was  a  Whig.  He  served  as  Supervisor  two 
years.  Justice  of  the  Peace  ten  years.  Notary  Pub- 
lic for  three  years,  and  is  now  Township  Clerk.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He 
was  married,  May  30,  1847,  to  Miss  Emily  Wood- 
ford, who  was  born  in  Rensselaerville,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 20,  1S27.  Mrs.  Adams  is  the  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Sarah  (Crocker)  Woodford,  natives 
of  New  York.     The  father,  who  was  a  shoemaker 
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by  trade,  removed  to  Portland,  Me.,  at  an  early 
day,  and  from  there  to  Readfield,  Me.,  and  thence 
to  Massachusetts.  In  January,  1855,  he  came  to 
Niles,  Mich.,  where  he  died  April  6,  1883.  His 
wife  passed  away  August  14,  1878.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
the  parents  of  eight  children. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  amiable  wife,  four  of  whom  are  still  living, 
namely:  Wilbert  E.,  Frank  A.,  Charles  A.  and 
Arthur  T.  For  some  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams 
were  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
but  now  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  they  have  been 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  are  honored  and  respected  wherever  known, 
and  have  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends. 


'     I  '  I 
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^LIPHALET  S.  BRISTOL.  The  agricul- 
tural element  that  has  been  so  largely  in- 
/  strumental  in  the  upbuilding  of  Kala- 
mazoo County  is  well  represented  by  this  gentle- 
man, who  is  the  proprietor  of  two  valuable  farms 
in  this  part  of  Michigan,  both  of  which  are  well- 
equipped  and  stocked  with  fine  breeds  of  cattle, 
horses,  etc.  One  is  located  in  Ross  Township,  and 
the  other,  the  one  upon  which  he  makes  his  home, 
is  pleasantly  situated  on  section  3,  Charleston 
Township. 

Mr.  Bristol  was  born  December  12,  1821,  on  the 
farm  that  his  grandfather,  E.  Bristol,  had  hewed 
out  from  the  primeval  forests  of  the  township  of 
Cannore,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  that  old  home- 
stead also  being  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  E. 
Bristol,  where  he  was  reared  and  died,  his  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death  being  eighty-eight  years. 
He  was  a  prominent  farmer  in  his  township,  and 
was  a  liberal  giver  to  all  good  causes.  He  was  a 
peaceful,  law-abiding  citizen,  who  never  sued  any- 
one or  was  never  sued  himself,  he  being  univers- 
ally liked  by  the  entire  community  where  he 
spent  a  life  of  nearly  a  century.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  sturdy  Democrat.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a  nativQ  of  Connecti- 
cut, where  he  was  reared  and  married.  He  re- 
moved to  New  York  in  an  early  day,  and  took  up 


the  farm  on  which  his  son  and  grandson,  of  whom 
we  write,  were  born.     He  was  of  English  descent. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Lucy  Cripen,  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  She  died  when 
only  forty  years  of  age.  She  was  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  all 
of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood;  all 
married  and  reared  families,  and  five  of  them  are 
living,  namely:  Albert,  a  resident  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y,;  Benjamin,  a  resident  of  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.;  Eliphalet  S.;  Lucy,  widow  of 
James  Lock  wood,  and  a  resident  of  California; 
and  Lydia,  wife  of  E.  Stoubeiibaugh,  of  New  Y^ork. 
The  father  was  married  a  second  time,  Laura 
Crocker  becoming  his  wife,  and  from  that  union 
sprang  two  sons:  Horace,  who  resides  on  the  old 
family  homestead  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.;  and 
Abel,  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  child  of  his  father's 
first  marriage,  and  remained  at  home  with  him  until 
he  attained  his  majority.  After  his  marriage,  in  the 
winter  of  1845,  he  and  his  wife  began  life  together 
on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  that  belonged  to 
him,  and  was  located  in  his  native  county.  He 
carried  on  a  good  business  as  a  general  farmer  on 
that  place  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  where  he  now  resides  in  Charleston 
Township.  He  has  here  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  choice  land,  mostly  under  cultivation, 
and  provided  with  a  good  class  of  buildings.  Mr. 
Bristol  has  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ross 
Township,  which  is  a  fine  stock  farm  and  is  amply 
supplied  with  all  the  modern  improvements  that 
are  usually  found  on  such  a  farm. 

January  14,  1845,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Miss  Ann  M.  Janes,  the  young- 
est of  the  ten  children  of  Nathaniel  and  Achsah 
(Barnes)  Janes.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, who  went  to  New  York  when  he  was 
seven  years  old,  and  in  time  became  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Columbia  County.  The  mother  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  Empire  State.  Mis.  Bristol 
was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  November 
29,  1819,  and  there  grew  to  womanhood.  Her 
brothers  and  sisters  were  all  teachers,  her  brother 
Elisha  being  a  prominent  educator  in  those  parts, 
and  she,  being  the  youngest,  was  obliged  to  stay  at 
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home  to  assist  her  mother,  which  was  good  dis- 
cipline for  her,  as  she  acquired  a  notable  skill  in 
household  affairs.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Walter, 
who  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  is 
a  resident  of  the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  grain  business.  He  married  Miss 
Viola  Webster,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Morris,  Mary  and  Bertha.  Young  Bristol  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  at  Kalama- 
zoo, and  is  a  valued  worker  in  the  Sunday-school. 
Mr.  Bristol  has  a  well-poised  intellect,  is  keen 
of  vision,  and  is  firm  and  resolute  when  he  is  sure 
he  is  in  the  right,  his  many  friends  and  acquain- 
tances always  finding  him  truthful  and  upright. 
His  political  views  are  in  harmony  with  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Republican  party.  Religiously,  he  is 
a  Congregationalist,  very  influential  in  church 
matters,  and  a  Deacon  of  his  church.  He  and  his 
wife  are  ardent  workers  in  the  Sunday-school,  she 
having  taught  for  several  years,  and  he  acting  as 
Superintendent  for  eighteen  years. 


ENRY  W.  BISHOP.  The  farmers  and 
fruit-raisers  of  Casco  Township,  Allegan 
County,  have  among  their  number  many 
whose  intelligence,  activity  and  enterprise 
are  a  credit  alike  to  themselves  and  the  county 
in  which  they  make  their  home.  These  help  to 
give  to  Allegan  County  a  standing  for  intelli- 
gence, productiveness  and  business  abilitj^,  qualities 
which  enrich  every  farmer  within  its  bounds. 

The  gentleman  whose  portrait  appears  on  the 
oi)posite  page  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England, 
in  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Babington)  Bishop.  The  father  was  born  in 
Birmingham,  in  1803,  and,  when  a  boy,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  baker,  to  learn  that  trade.  His  ed- 
ucation was  limited  to  the  common  schools,  but, 
making  the  best  of  his  advantages,  he  became 
thoroughly  versed  on  all  topics  of  general  inter- 
est. Thomas  Bishop  followed  the  baker's  trade 
in  England  for  over  twenty  years,  and,  in  1843, 
set  sail  for  the  United  States,  locating  at  once  in 
28 


St.  Clair  County,  this  State.  There  he  bought  an 
improved  farm,  and  commenced  tilling  the  soil. 
In  about  five  years  he  disposed  of  that  tract,  and, 
going  to  Detroit,  opened  a  boarding  house,  and 
later,  a  grocery  store.  A  few  years  thus  occupied 
ended  his  city  life,  and  he  again  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  pursuits,  this  time,  however,  near 
Battle  Creek,  where  he  had  bought  eighty  acres. 
He  continued  to  live  upon  that  property  for  some 
time,  and  then  removed  to  Saginaw,  where  he  re- 
sided a  few  years.  He  then  lived  with  his  son 
Henry  for  nearly  three  years,  after  which  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  in  1887,  with  his  daugh- 
ter Alice,  in  Sanilac  County . 

Henry  W.  Bishop  had  nine  brothers  and  sisters, 
viz:  Martha,  AYilliam,  Elizabeth,  Jane;  the  last 
three  named  are  deceased;  Thomas;  Sarah,  de- 
ceased; Benjamin,  Mary  and  Alice.  When  three 
years  of  age,  our  subject  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  emigration  to  America.  His  mother  dy- 
ing the  year  following,  he  remained  at  home  until 
eight  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  live  with  an 
elder  sister,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  until  fif- 
teen  years  of  age.  At  that  age  he  started  out  in 
the  world  for  himself,  hiring  out  to  work  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand.  During  his  younger  days, 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  and,  after  reach- 
ing manhood,  took  a  special  course  at  Ypsilanti, 
and  prepared  himself  to  teach,  which  occupation  he 
followed,  however,  only  a  short  time. 

On  coming  to  the  Wolverine  State,  our  subject 
first  located  in  Sanilac  County,  where  he  made  a 
purcliase  of  forty  acres  of  land.  He  improved  his 
proi)erty,  and,  after  making  various  removals,  in 
1870  came  to  Allegan  County,  and  made  perma- 
nent settlement  on  his  present  farm.  In  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  joined 
Company  K,  Twenty -second  Michigan  Infantry. 
His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  while  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  he  received  a  gun-shot  wound  in 
his  arm,  which  necessitated  its  amputation.  He 
was  first  taken  to  the  field  hospital  at  Nashville, 
and  from  there  was  sent  to  St.  Mary's,  and  later, 
Harper's  Hospitals,  at  Detroit.  He  was  unable  to 
return  home  until  June  30,  1865,  at  which  date  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge. 
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November  18,  1877,  Mr.  Bishop  and  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Calvin  and  Laura  Drake,  were  united 
in  marriage,  in  Kewaunee  County,  Wis.  Mrs.  Bish- 
op's parents  were  residents  of  that  place  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  but  were  natives  of  New 
York,  who,  in  1881,  removed  to  Geneva,  Van 
Buren  County,  Mich.  Our  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of 
South  Haven;  also  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, of  the  same  city.  He  is  a  strong  Republican, 
politically,  and  represented  his  township  in  many 
official  positions,  among  which  was  Township 
Treasurer.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are 
greatly  esteemed  in  Casco  Township. 


=-^g* 


I  LIAS  B.  WILLISON.     The  village  of  Au- 
gusta is  proud  to  count  amoung  its  citizens 

a    number  of   retired   farmers,  who,  after 

lives  of  severe  toil,  have  by  industry  and  enter- 
prise accumulated  a  handsome  competency,  and 
are  now  taking  their  comforts  in  this  village. 
Among  them  there  is  none  more  honored  than 
Elias  B.  Willison,  whose  sterling  integrity  and 
earnest  advocacy  of  every  movement  in  favor  of 
morality  have  given  him  the  respect,  and  have 
earned  him  the  gratitude,  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  associated. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  August  22, 
1825,  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Banks)  Willison,  natives,  re- 
spectively, of  New  York  and  Connecticut.  His 
Grandfather  Willison  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and 
his  grandmother  was  born  in  Wales;  they  emi- 
grated to  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War, 
in  which  conflict  the  grandfather  fought. 

Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents 
as  early  as  1837,  locating  in  Barry  County. 
Their  new  home  was  m  the  woods  and  the  nearest 
neighbor  was  three  miles  distant.  On  making  the 
journey  to  the  Wolverine  State,  the  elder  Mr.  Wil- 
lison came  overland  with  two  yoke  of  oxen,  camping 
out  by  the  wayside  at  night  and  being  four  weeks 
making  the  trip.  Elias  B.  Willison  was  reared  to 
man's  estate  among  the  pioneer  scenes  of  Michi- 


gan and  has  done  his  full  share  of  redeeming  land 
from  its  primeval  state.  He  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  regulation  log  schoolhouse  and 
later  attended  school  at  Battle  Creek. 

Mr.  Willison,  June  15,  1848,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nancy  Harkness,  who  was  born 
March  16,  1830,  in  Ontario,  Canada.  Mrs.  Willi- 
son was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Sack- 
smith)  Harkness,  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
When  six  years  of  age,  she  accompanied  her  par- 
ents to  Kalamazoo  County,  where  they  located  in 
Alamo  Township,  which  place  was  their  home  for 
three  years.  They  then  removed  to  Barry  County, 
where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harkness  died,  leaving  a 
family  of  whom  five  are  living,  namely:  Mrs. 
Margaret  Mott,  Mrs.  William  Willison, 
Robert  Marshall,  Mrs.  Elias  Willison  and 
niuel  R. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  arc  living:  Melvin 
J.,  George  E.;  Agnes,  who  is  the  wife  of  John 
Trick;  Estclla,  Mrs.  Charles  Noble;  Frank  L.,  Wil- 
ford  E.  and  Eva  D.  Mr.  Willison  is  the  proud 
possessor  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land,  which  bears  all  the  improvements  of 
a  first-class  estate.  He  was  Supervisor  of  Barry 
Township,  Barry  County,  for  one  year  and  also 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  in  that  county. 
Mrs.  Willison  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  in  politics  our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Democrat. 


Mrs. 
Sam- 
born 
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EYMOUR  S.  CUMMINGS,  ex-Postmaster 
of  Richland  and  an  early  settler  of  that 
township,  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Sclie- 
nectady  County,  March  12,  1830.  His  parents, 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Hamlin)  Cummings,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  His  paternal 
ancestors  were  said  to  have  been  Scotch,  while  on 
his  mother^s  side  he  is  of  English  descent. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County  in  1831,  several  years  before  the  Territory 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  The 
family  joined  him  in  the  new  home  the  following 
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year  and  located  in  Richland  Township  where  he 
had  prepared  a  home  for  them.  The  elder  Mr. 
Cummings  was  married  twice  and  became  the 
father  of  the  following-named  children:  Ben- 
jamin F.,  William  II.;  Julia  E.,  the  widow  of 
George  Watkins;  Irene  B.,  Ephraim  H.  and  Sey- 
mour 8.  He  departed  this  life  in  1848,  and  in  his 
death  the  county  lost  one  of  her  early  pioneers 
and  well-to-do  citizens.  He  was  a  millwright  by 
trade  and  built  many  of  the  bridges  in  this  county. 
In  politics,  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Mr.  Cummings  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to 
man's  estate  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  Kalamazoo 
County  and  was  trained  to  all  the  pursuits  per- 
taining to  a  farmer's  son.  The  advantages  af- 
forded the  youth  of  that  period  were  not  what  they 
are  to-day,  but  Mr.  Cummings  made  the  best  of 
his  opportunities  and  now  ranks  among  the  intel- 
ligent and  well-read  citizens  of  the  county. 

November  15,  1860,  the  original  of  this  sketch 
was  married  to  Martha  Cook,  who  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  September  10,  1838.  Mrs. 
Cummings  was  the  daughter  of  Norris  and  Syrena 
A.  (Waring)  Cook,  her  i)arents  being  natives  also 
of  the  Empire  State.  Her  ancestors  on  both  sides 
of  the  house  were  well-to-do  English  ])eople.  In 
1855,  with  her  parents,  she  emigrated  to  this 
county,  where  the  family  located  in  Richland 
Township.  There  Mr.  Cook  died  in  1879;  his  wife 
still  survives  at  a  good  old  age,  having  been  born 
in  1817.  Of  the  parental  family  of  five  children, 
all  are  living  with  one  exception.  Mary  A.,  is 
the  wife  of  Mory  A.  Nichols;  Martha  is  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Cummings;  Harriet  J.  married  Stephen  Wood  and 
Kllen  B.  is  the  wife  of  George  Shean. 

Mrs.  Cummings  is  a  member  of  tlie  Presbyterian 
Church  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  of  the  same.  In  1886,  our  subject  was  ap» 
pointed  Postmaster  of  Richland  under  President 
Cleveland,  and  served  for  a  period  of  three  years 
and  eight  months.  He  is  a  firm  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  IS  highly  esteemed  as  a  moral  and  upright 
citizen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummings  are  very  popular 
members  of  society  in  Richland  and  contribute 
liberally  of  their  means  for  the  furtherance  of  all 
good  objects.  The  estate  of  our  subject  includes 
ninety  acres  of  valuable  land  and    is  located   on 


section  28.  Although  he  does  not  reside  upon 
his  farm,  he  gives  it  his  personal  supervision  and 
reaps  a  handsome  income  therefrom.  A  sister  of 
our  subject,  Irene  B.  Cummings,  makes  her  home 
with  him. 


^(S^ 


^^ILBERT  EAMMON.  Among  the  promi- 
ll!  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  enterprising  citizens  of  Hartford, 
^^M  Van  Buren  County,  no  one  is  more  worthy 
of  note  than  he  whom  we  here  name,  who  is 
carrying  on  the  furniture  business.  He  was  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,May  19, 1826,  and  there 
grew  to  mature  years,  and  married  in  the  county 
of  his  birth  in  1848.  The  lady  of  his  choice  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Ellen  Avery.  In  1855, 
they  came  to  Michigan  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
Van  Buren  County,  whicli  he  cleared  and  still 
owns.  The  place  is  situated  two  miles  east  of  the 
village.  When  he  came  to  this  county  there  was 
nothing  but  a  wild  forest  where  Hartford  now 
stands. 

Mr.  Lammon  is  a  son  of  Noah  and  Nancy  (Gault) 
Lammon,  natives  of  New  York  State,  the  father  be- 
ing born  in  Ridgewatcr  in  June,  1786.  Our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  to 
himself  and  his  worthy  wife  have  been  born  two 
children:  Erank  and  George.  The  former  resides 
on  the  liome  farm,  and  the  latter,  in  partnership 
with  his  father,  is  carrying  on  the  largest  business 
of  its  kind  in  the  village.  Poltically,  our  subject 
casts  his  vote  and  influence  with  the  Republican 
party.  The  beloved  wife  of  our  subject  was 
called  to  the  world  beyond  in  August,  1888,  and 
is  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 


-4' 
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OSES  S.  HAWLEY  has  been  a  resident  of 
Michigan  for  many  years,  and  in  his  early 
life  here  was  prominent  as  an  educator. 
Eor  the  past  thirty-five  years,  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  Van  Buren 
County,  and  has  a  good  farm  pleasantly  situated 
in  Bangor  Township.  The  birth  of  our  subject  took 
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place  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1812, 
he  being  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  eight  children 
of  Daniel  and  Currant  (Blake)  Hawley.  His  father 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  was  a  valiant  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  son  of  Moses 
and  Mary  Hawley,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  sol- 
dier of  Revolutionary  fame.  The  names  of  the 
brother  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are  as  follows: 
Augustus,  who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  until  his  death  in  that  city;  James 
H.  and  Henry  B.,  twins;  Julia  A.,  Mary  E.,  John 
C.  and  Lyman  C. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  thoroughly  educated 
at  Hamilton  College,  in  New  York,  and  early 
adopted  the  profession  of  teacher,  in  which  he  en- 
joyed a  successful  career  of  several  years'  dura- 
tion. In  1845,  he  sought  the  young  and  growing 
State  of  Michigan,  for  a  broader  field  for  his  labors, 
and  in  a  short  time  attracted  notice  as  an  instructor 
of  more  than  ordinary  talent  for  imparting  knowl- 
edge, who  was  progressive  in  his  modes  of  teach- 
ing, and  had  his  scholars  under  firm  control.  His 
first  experience  was  at  St.  Joseph,  where  he  taught 
school  two  years;  he  then  accepted  the  professor- 
ship of  the  Albion  Seminary,  which  position  he 
held  four  years;  and  after  that  he  was  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Ypsilanti  schools  for  a  like  length  of 
time.  He  also  taught  in  other  places  in  this  State. 
Early  in  1856,  he  began  his  course  as  a  farmer,  on  his 
present  farm,  and  has  displayed  an  equal  adaptation 
to  this  vocation.  Energetic  and  well-directed  pio- 
neer labor  was  required  to  bring  his  land  to  its 
present  excellent  condition,  as  when  it  came  into 
his  possession  it  was  in  its  primeval  state,  and  he 
had  literally  to  develop  his  farm  from  the  wilder- 
ness. It  is  now  under  good  cultivation,  is  fenced 
into  convenient  fields,  whose  well-tilled  acres  yield 
abundant  harvests,  and  it  is  supphed  with  all  the 
facilities  for  conducting  agriculture  after  the  most 
approved  modern  methods,  besides  being  stocked 
with  cattle,  horses  and  hogs  to  its  full  capacity. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  married  while  still  a  resident  of 
New  York,  to  Miss  Maria  J.  Ripley,  a  native  of 
Livingston  County,  that  State,  whose  devotion  to 
his  interests  has  been  a  great  help  to  him  in  his  life. 
Of  the  six  children  born  to  them,  four  are  deceased: 
Itemuh,  Who  dl^  in  infanoy ;  Bmedley  8.,  who 


died  when  a  child;  Mary  S.,  who  married  James 
Steward,  and  died  in  the  bloom  of  early  woman- 
hood; and  Jennie  M.,  who  died  when  a  child.  Two 
children  are  spared  to  bless  their  declining  years, 
and  to  make  their  home  cheerful:  Mills  G.  and 
Hattie  B. 

Possessing  a  mind  well  trained  by  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, and  balanced  by  strong  common  sense,  to- 
gether with  other  traits  that  win  confidence,  our 
subject  from  the  first  has  occupied  a  high  position 
in  the  councils  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  rep- 
resented Bangor  Township  on  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors,  and  has  held  many  other  responsi- 
ble offices.  He  has  ever  been  firm  and  consistent 
in  his  support  of  the  Democratic  party.  Rehg- 
iously,  he  and  his  family  are  Presbyterians,  and 
they  are  among  our  best  people,  socially.  The 
wife  and  mother  departed  this  life,  January  11, 
1892. 


cil  IMLLIAM  L.  DAVIS.  This  successful  farmer 
\rJ//  of  Kalamazoo  County  owns  and  manages 
^^  a  farm  consisting  of  about  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  acres,  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  Although  not 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  his  resi- 
dence here  of  more  than  thirty  years  has  made  him 
prominent  in  the  public  afl'airs  and  well  known 
among  the  citizens.  Much  of  his  prosperity  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  he  keeps  abreast  with  the  times,  is 
a  practical  agriculturist  and  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  every  detail  of  farm  work. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Davis  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  were  by  name  Alexander  W. 
and  Elizabeth  B.(Livingston)Davis.  After  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Davis,  which  occurred  in  the  Keystone 
State,  he  came  West  to  Illinois  and  for  eight  years 
made  his  home  in  Will  County,  removing  thence 
to  Kalamazoo  Countj^  this  State,  in  1862.  For 
twenty  years  he  was  identified  with  the  citizens  of 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  and  his  death  in  1882 
was  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

The   eldest   of   the   family   of    three   children, 

William  L.,  was  born  in  Centre  County,  Pa.,  De- 

,  eember  20,  1842.     He  spent  his  childhood   in    the 

Keystone  State  and  accompanied  his  father  to  Will 
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County,  III.,  when  he  was  about  eleven  years  old. 
In  February,  1862,  he  came  to  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  where  he  has  since  resided.  A  few  years 
after  coming  liither,  he  was  married  in  Lawton, 
this  State,  January  1,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  C,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Ransford  C.  and  Harriet  (Bair) 
Hoyt,  whose  sketch,  together  with  that  of  her  two 
brothers,  Owen  L.  and  Jonathan  C,  appears  in  an- 
other part  of  this  volume.  She  was  born  in  the 
township  which  is  now  her  home,  September  2, 
1850,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  people  among 
whom  her  entire  life  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Alice  L.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Clark  D.  Gil- 
christ, and  Willard  H.  Mr.  Davis  has  been  too 
closely  occupied  with  his  farming  interests  to  de- 
vote any  considerable  attention  to  political  mat- 
ters, and  is  neither  an  active  partisan  nor  an  office- 
seeker,  preferring  quiet  domestic  pleasures  to  the 
excitement  and  dissatisfa(!tion  of  public  life.  He 
believes  that  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party 
is  the  best  adapted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Government,  and  therefore  favors  its  principles  in 
National  issues. 


/"' 


E^ 


I  MLLIAM  G.  PLUMMER.  The  gentleman 
\^J//  whose  lineaments  are  perpetuated  in  the 
W^  portrait  on  the  opposite  page  is  probably 
one  of  the  best-known  men  in  this  portion  of  the 
State.  He  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  County,  in  1832, 
and  is  at  present  cultivating  the  soil  of  sections 
25  and  17,  West  Casco  Township,  Allegan  County, 
where  he  has  a  good  estate.  He  is  the  son  of  Daniel 
A.  and  Jane  Plummer,  the  father  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  upon  the 
farm  of  his  parents,  and,  on  their  removal  to  Ohio, 
accompanied  them  thither,  locating  in  Medina 
when  that  portion  of  the  State  was  quite  new. 
The  elder  Mr.  Plummer  was  a  veteran  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War  and  located  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  in  1830.  He  there  met  and  married  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of   Jane    Giddings.     In   1834  the  young    couple 


removed  to  Saugatuck,  where  they  were  the  third 
family  to  settle  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo 
River.  There  the  father  followed  ship-carpentering 
a  few  years  and  later  came  to  Allegan  and  operated 
the  old  Exchange  Hotel,  also  the  Allegan  House. 

In  1849,  Daniel  A.  Plummer  crossed  the  plains 
to  California  in  company  with  several  other  gen- 
tlemen, they  being  six  months  on  the  road,  travel- 
ing overland  witli  ox-teams.  He  engaged  in  min- 
ing at  Placerville,  Georgetown,  and  numerous 
other  places  in  the  State.  He  was  very  successful, 
but,  growing  tired  of  mining,  decided  to  locate  in 
Oakland,  Alameda  County,  Cal.,  and  there  died  in 
1888. 

WiHiam  G.  Plummer  was  one  of  three  children 
born  to  his  parents,  his  brother  and  sister  being 
Charles  and  Mary,  the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subject  began  to 
earn  his  own  living.  He  went  to  work  on  a  farm 
in  Wisconsin,  remaining,  however,  only  a  few 
months,  when  he  commenced  sailing  on  the  lakes. 
He  was  thus  engaged  for  a  twelvemonth,  when  he 
returned  to  his  old  hOme  in  Saugatuck  Township, 
and  went  to  work  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  later 
commenced  sawmilling,  being  so  employed  for 
twenty  years. 

When  twenty-five  years  of  age,  our  subject  and 
Miss  Susan,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Emeline 
McDowell,  were  united  in  marriage.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  seven  children, 
viz.:  Charles  E.,  living  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.; 
Alice,  deceased;  Timotiiy;  Mary  J.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  E.  Holly;  Susan,  a  dressmaker  in  South  Haven; 
Lucy,  a  teacher  of  South  Haven;  and  William,  who 
is  deceased.  Mrs.  Susan  Plummer  died  in  1884, 
and  our  subject  later  married  Miss  Anna  M.  Shaw, 
a  native  of  Ohio. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  located  on  his  present 
beautiful  estate  in  1864.  His  home  place  numbers 
ninety  acres,  which  at  the  time  it  came  into  his 
possession  was  an  unbroken  wilderness.  Mr.  Plum- 
mer can  relate  many  an  interesting  tale  of  pioneer 
hardships  which  have  made  a  lasting  impression  on 
his  mind.  At  one  time,  he  relates  that,  in  com- 
pany with  another  man,  he  went  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Black  River  and  made  hay  a  week  on  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  thriving  village  of   South  Haven, 
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when  there  was  not  a  house  to  mark  the  spot. 
Socially,  Mr.  Plummer  is  a  Mason,  and  belongs  to 
both  the  township  and  connty  Grange.  In  polities, 
he  is  a  stanch  Repnblican.  His  good  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Soutli 
Haven  and  is  a  very  capable  and  intelligent  lady. 


— ^^+^1 


"i  I) WIN  A.  LOEHR.  This  enterprising  and 
industrious  citizen  is  the  leading  painter 
9  and  decorator  in  South  Haven.  From 
German  ancestry  he  derives  the  instincts  of 
frugality  and  careful  consideration  of  ways  and 
means.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born 
November  2,  1853,  in  Stark  County.  His  paternal 
grandparents,  John  J.  and  Mary  E.  (Snider)  Loehr, 
were  natives  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the 
United  States  located  in  Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Jacob  J.  Loehr,  was 
also  born  in  Wahlhalben  Bezirk,  Zweibruecken 
Canton,  Waklftschbach,Rheinkreize  Beiern,  on  the 
26th  of  August,  1814,  and  was  six  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  the  New  World.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  became  a 
wheelwright  by  trade.  On  June  15,  1857,  he  es- 
tablished a  home  of  his  own  by  his  marriage  with 
Catherine  Shearer.  He  continued  to  follow  his 
trade,  and  tilled  a  farm  which  he  owned,  until  his 
death  on  April  4,  1888.  His  wife  died  December 
30,  1891,  at  her  home  in  Stark  County,  Ohio. 

We  make  the  following  mention  of  the  parental 
family  of  our  subject,  which  included  nine 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Josiah  is  a  farmer  in  Co- 
lumbia Township,  this  county:  Washington  was  a 
member  of  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Fif- 
teenth Ohio  Infantry,  and  fills  a  soldier's  grave  at 
Mapleton,  Stark  County,  Ohio;  Henry  S.  is  resid- 
ing at  Paris,  Stark  County,  Ohio;  Reuben  died  in 
childhood;  John  J.  resides  in  Stark  County,  Ohio; 
our  subject  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Charles 
makes  his  home  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio;  George 
died  in  childhood;  Lincoln  resides  in  Stark  County, 
Ohio,  as  does  also  Caroline,  who  is  the  widow  of 
H.  B.  Singer. 

Edwin  A.  Loehr  passed  his  early  life  attending 
school  and  engaged  in  farm  pursuits.     When  quite 


young,  he  began  earning  mone^^  for  himself  by  sell- 
ing sewing  machines,  and  when  twenty-two  com- 
menced work  at  painting.  Our  subject  came  to 
Michigan  in  1876,  and,  locating  in  Bloomingdale 
Township,  followed  liis  trade  for  about  eight  years, 
when,  on  account  of  ill-health,  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Cheshire  Township,  Allegan  County,  and  for 
four  years  tilled  the  soil.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
in  1888,  became  to  South  Haven,  and  since  locating 
here,  has  been  engaged  as  painter,  decorator,  and 
hardwood  finisher,  being  a  contractor  in  these  lines. 

Miss  Callie  Van  Yoorhees  and  Edwin  A.  Loehr 
were  united  in  marriage  in  1876.  Mrs.  Loehr  was 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Christina  (Kenney)  Van 
Voorliees,  prominent  farmers  in  Stark  County, 
Ohio.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  children:  Delia  B.  and  Charles  S.  Politically, 
Mr.  Loehr  is  independent,  and  in  religious  matters 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Chvu'ch. 
He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs 
in  that  order.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Union,  in  which  he  is  and  has  been  Secre- 
tary, from  the  founding  of  the  order  in  South 
Haven,  known  as  South  Haven  Council,  No.  82. 

Mr.  Loehr  erected  his  pleasant  residence  in  1891, 
and  it  ranks  among  the  very  best  in  Soutli  Haven. 
He  is  an  industrious  and  respected  citizen,  and  one 
wliose  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 

John  Van  Yoorhees,  our  subject's  father-in-law, 
was  born  in  Osnaburgh,  Stark  County,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1824;  Christina  Van  Voorliees,  nee 
Kenney,  was  born  in  Canton,  Stark  County,  Oliio, 
September  27,  1827. 


ylLLIAM  W.  BROWNELL.  The  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  that  has  been  nota- 
ble in  the  annals  of  the  history  of  Vermont 
and  Michigan,  our  subject  is  now  in  the  enjoyment 
of  rural  life  on  his  fine  farm,  situated  on  sec- 
tion 5,  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County. 
He  is  the  son  of  Giles  Brownell,  who  was  probably 
a  native  of  Vermont,  while  his  mother,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Baker,  passed  her  last 
days  in  Kalamazoo,  this  State. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
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the  parental  family  of  four  children,  his  birth  oc- 
curring in  Pownal,  Vt.,  December  9,  1819.  He 
was  but  nine  months  old  when  his  father  died  and 
his  mother  married  John  Nichols,  with  whom  she 
removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Warren 
County  where  our  subject  grew  to  manhood.  He 
passed  his  early  years  in  farm  work  in  Jhe  summer 
and  lumbering  in  the  winter,  continuing  to  reside 
with  his  mother  until  April,  1855. 

William  W.  Brownell  was  married,  August  30, 
1842,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Baker)  Sellens,  natives  of  England.  The 
mother  died  in  Warren  County,  Pa.,  while  the  fa- 
ther, who  came  West,  passed  his  last  days  at  the 
residence  of  our  subject.  She  was  the  eldest  of 
the  two  children  born  to  her  parents,  her  natal  day 
and  birthplace  being  November  16,  1825,  Sussex, 
England.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Brownell 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  Key- 
stone State,  but  in  April,  1855,  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Kalamazoo  Town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  made  his  home  for  nine 
years.  He  then  removed  to  his  present  residence 
on  section  5,  where  he  has  a  very  productive  and 
valuable  estate.  His  possessions  aggregate  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres,  which  is  provided 
with  a  good  and  substantial  set  of  buildings,  not 
the  least  among  which  is  his  comfortable  brick 
residence. 

Mrs.  Brownell  is  a  most  estimable  lady  and  is 
noted  throughout  the  county  as  being  a  model 
housewife  and  caretaker.  By  her  union  with  our 
subject  have  been  born  eight  children,  viz:  Thomas 
CT.,who  is  engaged  in  the  railroad  business  in  Kan- 
sas City ,  Mo. ;  William  H.,  enlisted  in  the  Union 
Army  and  joined  Compan}^  E,  Eleventh  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  was  killed  near  King's  Salt  Works  in 
Virginia  by  bushwhackers;  Clarence  is  a  merchant 
in  St.  Mary's,  Kan.;  John  V.  is  a  manufacturer  of 
windmills;  Alfred  W.  is  also  engaged  in  the  same 
business;  Marion  J.  is  a  farmer;  Mary  is  now  Mrs. 
G.  DeLong  and  Francis  E.  is  a  farmer  in  this  town- 
ship. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  the  incum- 
bent of  many  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township, 
serving  twelve  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
six  years  as  Highway  Commissioner.     In  politics, 


he  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket  and  takes  a 
great  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  com- 
munity. With  his  good  wife,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  gives  liberally 
of  his  means  to  the  support  of  all  good  works.  He 
has  been  a  great  worker  in  the  Sunday-school  and 
has  done  efficient  service  as  Superintendent  in  that 
body.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Brownell  are  as  numer- 
ous as  his  acquaintances  and  he  bears  the  good-will 
of  all  who  know  him. 


■■%  Sm  fh  ^  ^iiil  m  I 
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OHN  KELLOGG,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Richland  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  makes  his  home  on 
section  12.  He  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  December  14,  1833, 
to  Justin  and  Julia  (Loomis)  Kellogg,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  In  the  spring  of  1844,  our  subject 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan,  they  becom- 
ing early  settlers  of  Washtenaw  County,  where 
they  both  died.  They  were  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  six  children,  three  still  surviving:  John,  George 
and  Richard. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Washte- 
naw County,  and  has  been  a  lifelong  farmer.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  when  a  boy  and  later 
attended  the  old  Ypsilanti  Michigan  Seminary  two 
years.  Mr.  Kellogg  was  married,  October  14,  1861, 
to  Jane  Pearson,  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County, 
having  been  born  eJune  19,  1839.  Mrs.  Kellogg  is 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Muir)  Pearson, 
who  were  natives  of  Scotland.  Her  mother  died 
in  Washtenaw  County,  and  the  father  in  Ottawa 
County,  Mich.;  they  had  six  children,  three  now 
living:  Ezekiel,  Andrew  and  Mrs.  Kellogg. 

One  son,  Andrew  J.,  and  one  daughter,  Carrie 
J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  have 
come  to  bless  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his 
worthy  wife.  The  son  is  in  business  in  Chicago, 
111.,  at  No.  4309  Berkeley  Avenue,  where  he  deals 
in  electric  bells,  speaking  tubes,  does  locksmith  in  g 
and  repairing  of  bicycles,  locks,  wringers,  guns, 
trunks,  carpet  sweepers,  umbrellas,  etc.  In  1862, 
our  subject  went  to  Barry  County,  where  he  re- 
sided until  1864,  at   which   time   he  <3ame  to  this 
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township  and  county  and  with  the  exception  of 
four  years  has  lived  here  since.  He  now  owns 
one  hundred  and  one-quarter  acres  of  land  and  is 
a  self-made  man  in  tlie  strictest  sense  of  the  word. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in  politics. 
The  Masonic  order  at  Richland  claims  him  as  one  of 
its  members,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  in  the 
society  circles  of  the  township.  Mrs.  Kellogg 's 
sister,  Maggie  Pearson,  made  her  home  with  our 
subject  for  many  years  and  died  there  in  June, 
1890. 


DWARD  P.  HERSF.Y  has  been  a  resident 
of  Wayland  Township,  Allegan  County,  for 
/|i — ^  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and  is  consid- 
ered one  of  its  substantial  and  representative 
farmers.  He  was  born  in  Chester,  Geauga  County, 
Ohio,  February  21,  1840.  His  parents  were  Daniel 
T.  and  Mary  (Hobart)  Hersey,  liis  father  being  a 
native  of  Northampton,  Hampshire  County,  Mass. 
and  his  mother  of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y. 
His  father  was  by  trade  a  carpenter,  but  also  car- 
ried on  farming,  to  which  occupation  our  subject 
was  reared. 

Better  facilities  for  acquiring  an  education  were 
given  our  subject  than  were  granted  to  the  major- 
ity of  boys  in  that  day.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  for  several  years  and  for  two  terms 
was  a  student  at  Chester  Seminary  in  Ohio.  He 
remained  at  home  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  for  two  years  fol- 
lowed farming.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he 
returned  home,  and  was  married,  January  1,  1862, 
to  Harriet  M.  Morton,  of  Russell,  Geauga  County, 
Ohio.  By  this  marriage,  four  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  Minnie  C,  Fred  D.,  Mary  L.  and 
Zora  B.,  all  living. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Hersey  resided  in  Ohio 
for  three  years,  coming  to  Michigan  January  1, 
1865,  and  locating  in  the  township  where  he  now 
resides.  He  took  up  a  place  in  the  unbroken  for- 
est and  began  the  hard  work  of  clearing  it  and 
preparing  it  for  cultivation.  He  now  has  a  fine 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  has  placed  ex- 
cellent improvements  and  which  amply  repays,  by 


its  abundant  harvests,  the  care  that  has  been  be- 
stowed upon  it.  Besides  general  farming,  he  car- 
ries on  stock-raising,  and  during  one  3'ear  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  In  1885, 
he  erected  a  large  two-story  frame  residence  on 
his  place,  a  view  of  which  is  presented  in  this  vol- 
ume, and  jwhich  forms  a  comfortable,  convenient 
and  delightful  home. 

Mr.  Hersey  is  a  Republican  m  politics  and  takes 
great  interest  in  everything  connected  with  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  his  township  and  comity. 
He  IS  especially  interested  in  educational  matters 
and  brings  his  influence  to  bear  in  the  matter  of 
employing  competent  teachers  and  building  good 
schoolhouses.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Drainage 
Commissioner.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
tlie  Congregational  Churcli  at  Wa^dand,  and  are 
foremost  in  every  good  work.  His  son  Fred  is  a 
student  in  the  medical  institute  at  Indianapolis, 
preparing  himself  for  the  profession  of  a  physician. 
Mary  is  engaged  as  a  stenograplier  at  Grand  Rap- 
ids. All  the  children  have  received  excellent  edu- 
cations and  have  been  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
The  family  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  highl}^ 
esteemed  of  Wayland  Township. 


^^^ 


:ia^^,m*^f4 
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UILLIAM  A.  CHENEY  is  a  prominent 
farmer  on  section  5,  Allegan  Township, 
\N^^  where  he  operates  ninety-eight  and  a  half 
acres  of  excellent  land.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada, 
haying  been  born  March  19,  1833,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  L.  and  Eliza  (Thornton)  Chene}^,  natives 
respectively  of  Connecticut  and  Canada.  The  fa- 
ther was  engaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, and  continued  to  reside  in  the  Dominion 
until  his  death.  The  parental  family  included 
three  children:  our  subject;  Mary,  Mrs.  J.  Lucas; 
and  Eliza,  Mrs.  H.  Robinson. 

William  A.  Cheney  received  a  good  education 
in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  whither  he  went  when  quite 
young.  He  worked  in  the  mills  near  Cleveland, 
that  State,  until  reaching  his  seventeenth  year, 
and  then  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Branch 
County,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  At  the 
end  of   that  time,  he  came   to   Allegan    County, 
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whicli  was  in  Febrnary,  1854,  and,  locatmo-  in  Al- 
legan Townslii[),  engaged  to  clear  sevent3^-fonr 
aeres  of  heavy  timber  land,  in  company  with  Gil- 
bert Stone.  He  then  worked  in  a  sawmill  in  Al- 
legan for  three  years,  and  in  1858,  having  pnr- 
chased  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  section  7,  he  com- 
menced its  improvement.  He  erected  a  frame 
house  on  his  place,  and  continued  to  make  that 
his  home  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Third 
Michigan  Cavahy,  as  a  private.  His  company 
went  to  Grand  Rapids,  where  lie  was  detained  for 
three  months;  then  they  were  sent  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  they  remained  for  a  like  period. 
Going  down  the  "Father  of  Waters,''  the  first  battle 
in  wliich  they  participated  was  at  Farmington, 
Miss.  He  later  took  part  in  man}^  important  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes,  and  was  under  command  of 
Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Sherman  at  different  times. 
Mr.  Cheney  was  mustered  out  with  the  title  of 
Sergeant,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at 
l^rownsville,  Ark.  He  saw  three  years  and  two 
months  of  hard  fighting,  and  during  that  time  was 
only  in  the  hospital  for  eleven  weeks. 

On  returning  home,  Mr.  Cheney  began  farming 
in  Martin  Township,  Allegan  County,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years,  and  then,  selling  his  prop- 
erty, purchased  another  tract  in  section  5.  He 
made  that  his  home  for  two  years,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  farm  and  accepted  a  position  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  Farm.  He  continued  in  that 
capacity  for  eleven  years,  and  gave  the  most  com- 
plete satisfaction  to  both  the  inmates  and  the  town 
authorities.  During  the  time  he  was  the  incum- 
bent of  that  office,  his  wife  died,  September  16, 
1882,  two  children  having  preceded  her  to  the 
better  land.  In  1881,  Mr.  Cheney  purchased  the 
place  on  wliich  he  resides  at  the  present  time,  and 
the  same  year  his  wife  died  he  moved  liitlier.  His 
estate  is  embellished  by  a  beautiful  residence,  a 
view  of  which  is  presented  on  another  page,  and 
is  in  every  way  fitted  to  be  the  home  of  an  enter- 
prising and  progressive  gentleman,  such  as  is  Mr. 
Cheney. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married,  in  1857,  to 
Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Sarah  (Brown) 
Howe,  natives  of  Vermont,   who  came    here  at  an 


early  day  and  located  in  Heath  Township,  Al- 
legan County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Alice,  Charles  H.  and 
Elmer,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Our  subject, 
who  has  been  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  is  ex- 
ti'emely  successful  in  his  calling.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  is  a  meml>er  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
Odd  Fellows,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  in 
tlie  county.  He  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  term,  with  entire  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned. 


--^^^©^(s)!^ 


^.,  NDREW  PLUMMER.  This  well-known 
/yll  and  respected  citizen  of  Ganges  Township, 
Ifc  Allegan  County,  is  making  a  success  of 
agriculture  on  sections  8  and  17,  where  he 
owns  one  hundred  and  two  acres  of  land.  His 
property  bears  all  the  improvements  which  are  to 
be  found  on  a  first-class  estate,  and  he  has  twenty- 
five  acres  devoted  to  the  raising  of  fruit. 

Andrew  Plummer  was  born  in  Saugatuck  in  1835, 
being  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  township. 
His  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Elvira  Plummer, 
the  fatlier  born  in  October,  1812,  in  Maine.  The 
grandparents  of  our  subject  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  in  an  early  day.  Benjamin  Plum- 
mer accompanied  them  hither  and  received  a  fair 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  His 
father  dying  when  he  was  yet  in  his  teens,  he  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  but  being  strong 
and  willing,  he  soon  made  a  home  for  himself. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1834  came  to  Michi- 
gan ,  locating  at  Saugatuck.  They  were  transported 
down  the  Kalamazoo  River  on  a  raft  which  the 
father  constructed  and  on  arriving  at  their  desti- 
nation made  themselves  comfortable  in  the  little 
log  cabin  which  had  been  prepared  for  them.  The 
elder  Mr.  Plummer  erected  the  first  sawmill  in  this 
locality  and,  in  addition  to  superintending  ite  oper 
tion,  cleared  the  land  which  he  had  purchased 
from  the  Government.  In  1850,  he  purchased 
property  in  Ganges  Township,  whence  he  removed 
his  family,  also  being  the  first  man  to  build  a  saw- 
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mill  there.  The  parental  family  included  the 
following-named  seven  children:  Frederick,  An- 
drew, William  H.,  Luclnda,  Elnora,  Mary  J.,  and 
Sarah,  the  latter  four  deceased. 

Andrew  Plummer  thought  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  whither  he  went  after 
reaching  his  twenty-second  year.  He  there  pur- 
chased land  from  the  Government,  but  being  dis- 
satisfied with  his  venture,  went  South  to  Mississippi 
and  Texas,  in  1860,  and  was  compelled  to  remain 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  his  return  home,  in 
1865,  he  was  married  to  Caroline,  daughter  of  Cy- 
rus and  Cynthia  (Bigsby)  Jerrels.  To  them  have 
been  born  four  children:  Otis,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years;  Elmer,  Lewis  and  Benjamin. 

Our  subject  purchased  the  fort}'  acres  included 
in  his  present  home  farm  in  1870.  His  estate  now 
aggregates  one  hundred  and  two  acres,  which  bears 
all  the  modern  improvements  in  the  way  of  build- 
ings and  machinery.  In  connection  with  this 
sketch  will  be  noticed  a  view  of  this  pleasant  rural 
abode.  In  politics,  Mr.  Plummer  casts  his  vote 
always  with  the  Republican  party.  A  sketch  of 
his  brother,  William  H.  Plummer,  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  this  volume. 


ON.  GILBERT  E.  READ.  This  prominent 
and  respected  gentleman  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Richland,  Kalamazoo  County,  since 
1842.  He  is  a  native  of  Windsor  County, 
Vt.,  his  natal  day  being  May  6,  1822.  His  parents 
were  Ruf  us  and  Rhoda  K.  (Dean)  Read,  the  former 
a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  Read  family  traces  its  ancestry 
back  to  the  seventeenth  century,  when  the  ances- 
tors were  residents  of  the  Bay  State.  On  the  pater- 
nal side  of  the  house,  our  subject  is  of  English  de- 
scent. His  maternal  great-grandfather  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being  a  Captain, 
and  was  killed  at  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Gilbert  E.  Read  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Claremont,  N.  H.,  and  there 
they  made  their  home  until  coming  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  in  1842.     The  family  made  settlement  in 


Ricliland  Township,  and  there  our  subject  received 
his  primary  education.  He  later  attended  different 
academies  in  the  State,  and  for  five  winters  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  Mr.  Read  has  been  a  great 
student  all  his  life  and  is  a  gentleman  who  is  well 
informed  on  all  current  topics. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  son 
in  the  paternal  family  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  home  farm.  March  6,  1856,  the  Hon.  Gil- 
bert E.  Read  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Daniels,  who 
was  born  October  7,  1831.  Mrs.  Read  was  the 
daughter  of  David  H.  and  Mary  H.  (Brown)  Dan- 
iels, the  former  now  residing  in  Galesburgh,  this 
State,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  He  was  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  while  his  wife  haifed  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. Mrs.  Read  accompanied  her  parents  to 
Richland  Township,  this  county,  in  1832,  they  be- 
ing among  the  very  earliest  settlers  here.  Her 
grandfather.  Deacon  Samuel  Brown,  came  to  Rich- 
land Township  in  1831. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Read  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  what  is  now  known  as  the  Old  Branch 
Seminary  and  for  two  terms  thereafter  was  engaged 
in  teaching.  By  her  union  with  our  subject,  five 
children  have  been  born,  four  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Harriet,  who  is  the  wife  of  Justin  Cook, 
of  Homer,  this  State;  Charles  F.,  living  in  Trav- 
erse City,  this  State;  Clayton  A.  and  Fannie  K.  are 
graduates  of  the  Michigan  Universitj^,  Miss  Fannie 
being  engaged  in  teaching  at  the  present  time; 
Minnie  R.,  another  daughter,  is  deceased. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Read  served  as  Sup- 
ervisor of  Richland  Township,  and  while  an  in- 
cumbent of  that  position  acted  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board.  He  has  also  been  Township  Clerk  and 
School  Inspector.  He  was  elected  in  1860  to  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Michigan  State  Legislature  and 
was  successfully  re-elected  in  1862-64,  serving  in 
six  sessions,  there  having  been  three  extra  sessions, 
owing  to  the  war  excitement.  During  his  third 
term,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Read  was  elected  Speaker  of  the 
House,  during  which  time  he  established  for  him- 
self a  State  reputation  and  is  ranked  among  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  this  section. 
During  his  first  term  in  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Read 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Reform 
Schools    and  also   served  on    the  Committee  on 
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15anks,  Incorporations,  etc.  During  his  second 
session,  ho  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  State  Affairs  and  the  State  Prison  and  was  in- 
strumental in  passing  the  bill  for  the  granting  of 
the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Raih^oad.  He  was  a 
very  active  member  of  the  Legislature  and  it  was 
largely  througli  his  influence  that  the  appropria- 
tion was  made  for  establisliing  the  Insane  Asylum 
at  Kalamazoo. 

In  1876,  the  Hon.  Gilbert  E.  Read  was  elected 
State  Senator,  serving  one  term  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  Four 
years  later,  he  acted  as  Deputy  United  States  Mar- 
shal, his  duty  being  to  take  the  census  for  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  count}^  Mr.  Read  has  been 
successful  financially,  and  owns  large  tracts  of 
land  in  tliis  vicinity.  With  his  estimable  wife,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  where 
tliey  are  active  in  all  good  works  and  are  greatly  re- 
spected. He  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school and  gives  liberally  and  cheerfully  of  his 
means  to  the  support  of  the  church. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  in  politics  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  has  shown  himself  capa- 
ble of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay  be- 
fore him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  a  worthy 
object  are  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  State. 


^^-^■m 


^^  ^ 
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ELSON  P.  WOODRUFF,  a  representative 
farmer,  residing  on  section  6,  Pine  Grove 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  is  a  native 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  born  December  7,  1838. 
His  father  was  Birdsey  Woodruff,  a  native  of  New 
York,  born  in  1796,  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Bovee, 
also  a  native  of  New  York.  She  died  in  1839.  The 
father  married  again,  his  second  wife  being  Eunice 
Bennett,  who  died  in  1884.  He  came  to  Michigan 
in  1858,  and  settled  in  Hillsdale  County,  on  a 
partly  improved  tract  of  land,  where  he  died  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.     By  the  jBrst 


marriage  nine  children  were  born,  five  now  living: 
Mrs.  A.  Hymes,  James  B.,  Sarah  R.,  Louisa  M.,  and 
our  subject.  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Free-will  Baptist  Church. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  our  subject  became  inde- 
pendent, commencing  to  work  on  a  farm.  He  was 
married,  November  12,  1866,  to  Frances  Sweet,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  AnnaC.  (Mensch)  Sweet, 
both  of  New  York  State.  They  removed  to  Mich- 
igan in  1848,  and  located  in  Marshall,  Calhoun 
County,  and  for  years  he  carried  the  mail  from 
Detroit  to  Marshall,  following  the  Indian  trails. 
He  lived  in  Hillsdale  County  awhile,  when  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  lived  in  Hartford, 
and  finally  located  in  Gobleville,  and  thence  back 
to  Hartford.  He  died  in  June,  1887,  and  his  wife 
in  March,  1885.  Six  of  their  seven  children  sur- 
vive: Mrs.  Weston,  Mrs.  Woodruff,  Franklin  B., 
Celia  Redmond,  William  W.  and  Willoughby  W. 
They  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  December  7, 
1844,  in  New  York,  and  received  a  district-school 
education.  Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
1860,  and,  in  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Eigh- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry.  They  were  sent  to 
Kentucky,  and  fought  the  guerrillas  through  that 
State.  The  regiment  took  part  in  the  following 
battles:  Perrysville,  Athena,  Fawn  Springs,  two- 
days'  fight  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  in  a  number  of 
skirmishes.  He  was  honorabl}^  discharged  in  1865, 
after  serving  a  full  term  of  three  years. 

On  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Woodruff  set- 
tled in  Hillsdale  County,  and  worked  his  father's 
farm  three  years.  In  1869,  he  removed  to  Allegan 
Count}^,  and  bought  a  small  farm  in  Allegan 
Township,  where  he  lived  nine  years.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time,  he  sold  and  came  to  this  county, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Bloomingdale  Town- 
ship one  year.  The  next  3- ear  Mr.  Woodruff  came 
to  his  present  farm  in  Pine  Grove  Township, 
which  was  a  raw  tract  of  fifty  acres.  Thirty  of 
this  is  well  cleared,  and  all  the  present  substantial 
buildings  he  has  himself  erected. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodruff  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Lester,  born  November  12,  1868;  Bes- 
sie, May  15,  1882,  now  living.     Thej^  are  members 
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of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliureh,  and  are  active 
in  the  same,  Mr.  Woodruff  being  one  of  the 
building  committee.  He  is  giving  his  children  ex- 
cellent school  advantages.  The  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  claim  him  as  one  of  their  leading 
members,  and  he  is  at  present  Sergeant-Major.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  politics 
is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are 
friends  of  the  temperance  cause. 


^♦♦^ 


^^♦♦♦♦t: 
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W       EVI  ACKLEY,  the  owner  and  occupant  of 
I   (S)  a   finely   improved    farm    on    section    30, 

/il-^\  Columbia  Township,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Van 
Buren  County.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  through 
several  generations  to  Sterling  Ackley,  a  resident 
of  Vermont),  who  was  descended  from  English 
stock.  The  son  of  Sterling  was  Calvin,  a  native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  who,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  enlisted  in  the  War  of  Independence. 
Afterward  he  removed  to  vSchoharie  County,  N. 
Y.,  of  which  he  became  a  very  early  settler,  and 
about  1819  removed  thence  to  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  engaging  in  farming  there  until  his  death  at 
the  age  of  ninety-four.  Politically  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat. 

The  wife  of  Calvin  Ackley  was  known  in  maid- 
enhood as  Phebe  Sillick,  and  was  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  attained  to  ma- 
turity, viz:  Levi,  Clarissa,  Ezra,  Whitfield,  Wal- 
grave,  Leman,  Julia,  Eliza,  Philetus,  Emily  and 
Chester.  The  member  of  the  family  in  whom  we 
are  particular  interested  is  Whitfield,  who  was 
born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y,  May  7,  1805,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio  when  fourteen. 
He  was  a  well-informed  man,  but  his  education 
was  mainly  self -acquired.  He  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  in  other  oflScial  capacities  in  the 
Buckeye  State. 

In  1836,  Whitfield  Ackley  removed  to  Putnam 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  and  for  many  j^ears  devoted  his  attention  to 
its  improvement.  In  1854,  he  came  West  to  La- 
grange, Ind.,  where  he  was  bereaved  by  the  death 
of  his  wife^  an  estimable  lady,  known  in  maiden- 


hood as  Mary  Chambers.  She  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Jane  (Wharrey)  Chambers,  who  emigrated 
from  County  Down,  Ireland,  to  the  United  States, 
prior  to  the  War  of  1812.  Their  first  home  was 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  from  that  State  they  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  settling  in  Licking  County.  They 
reared  a  family  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Mr.  Chambers,  who  participated  in  the  War  of 
1812  as  a  private,  followed  the  trade  of  a  farmer 
and  weaver.  Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Whitfield  and  Mary 
Ackley,  namely:  Levi,  our  subject;  James  H.; 
Alexis  and  Martha  J.,  who  died  at  the  ages  respect- 
ively of  nineteen  and  thirty- two  years;  Deme- 
trius; Edwin  R.,  who  died  in  childhood;  William 
W.,  who  passed  away  when  twenty-four;  and  Ho- 
mera  Robbins.  Whitfield  Ackley  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1867,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
children  until  his  second  marriage,  in  May,  1871, 
when  he  was  united  with  Mrs.  Hilliard,  of  Berrien 
County.  He  died  in  that  county,  in  January, 
1890.  He  was  a  man  of  upright  character  and  un- 
flinching integrity,  and,  in  his  religious  views, 
was  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  27,  1828,  his  birth- 
place one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Newark,  in 
Licking  County,  Ohio.  He  received  a  good  edu- 
cation and  remained  at  home  until  he  attained  to 
his  majority,  when  he  began  for  himself.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming  during  the  summer  seasons, 
and  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher  for  fifteen 
winters.  He  accompanied  his  father  to  Putnam 
County,  Ohio,  whence,  in  1867,  he  came  to  Van 
Buren  County,  and  resided  in  Arlington  and  Ban- 
gor until  Janury,  1870.  He  then  purchased  and 
removed  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  As  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  lie  takes  considerable  interest  in  local  poli- 
tics, and  both  in  Ohio  and  Michigan  has  filled  va- 
rious official  positions.  He  has  served  his  town- 
ship as  Treasurer,  Supervisor,  and  Superintendent 
of  schools  for  six  years. 

In  October,  1862,  Mr.  Ackley  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Twenty- first  Ohio  Infantry,  and  after  serv- 
ing for  nine  months  was  honorably  discharged  at 
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the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  Several 
years  prior  to  his  war  service,  he  was  married, 
April  4,  1854,  to  Eliza  Tweedale,  who  was  born 
in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  April  11,  1835.  Iler 
parents,  Robert  and  Isabelle  (Mclntyre)  Tweedale, 
were  likewise  natives  of  County  Antrim,  who  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1838,  settling  in 
Juniata  County,  Pa.,  where  the  father  secured 
employment  as  a  blacksmith.  In  the  spring  of 
1845,  he  removed  to  Pandora,  Putnam  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  November,  1854,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five.  His  wife  survived  until  October, 
1871,  when  she  passed  away  at  Bloom  in  gdale, 
Mich. 

The  famil}^  to  which  Mrs.  Ackley  belongs  com- 
prised six  children:  William,  Alexander,  Eliza, 
Jane,  John  and  Robert.  John  entered  Company 
E,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  fell  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg;  Robert  enlisted  in  company 
A,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  died  while  in 
prison  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  25,  1864.  Our 
subject  and  his  excellent  wife  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mary  I.,  who  died  when  four 
years  old;  Wallace, of  Mitchell,  S.  Dak.;  Leman,  also 
a  resident  of  South  Dakota;  Jane,  the  wife  of 
George  L.  Abbott;  Emma  and  John,  wiio  still  re- 
main at  home. 


r 


ELIJAH  WARNER  was  born  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  27,  1828,  and  is 
at  present  residing  on  a  beautiful  farm  on 
section  4,  Porter  Township,  Van  Buren  County. 
His  parents  were  Leonard  and  Lovina  (Thurston) 
Warner,  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  where  the 
father,  who  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman,  died  in 
1847,  his  good  wife  passing  away  in  1886.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living. 

Elizah  Warner  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
and  received  a  district-school  education.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  reaching  his  twentieth  year, 
and  in  1851  went  to  California  by  way  of  the 
Isthoms,  baying  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  through 


ticket.  It  proved  to  be  good  only  as  far  as  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama  and  he  was  thus  detained  in 
that  place  for  two  weeks.  An  English  bark  com- 
ing in,  the  five  hundred  passengers,  who  had  also 
been  imposed  upon,  chartered  the  vessel  and  with 
provisions  for  sixty  days  started  out  on  the  Pacific. 
In  about  five  weeks  they  found  themselves  to  be 
within  one  degree  of  the  equator,  and  in  three  weeks 
more  were  obliged  to  be  put  on  half  rations.  They 
were  becalmed  under  the  equator  for  two  weeks, 
when  the  crew  began  to  get  sick  and  the  rations 
were  again  cut  down.  After  about  two  months 
spent  in  sailing  around,  they  had  reached  fourteen 
degrees  north  latitude.  Their  rations  at  that 
time  were  a  half-pint  of  water  and  a  little  rice 
which  were  portioned  out  every  twenty- four 
hours. 

On  that  perilous  voyage  to  the  Golden  State, 
fifty  of  the  passengers  died  from  thirst  and  star- 
vation, and,  when  within  five  hundred  miles  of 
land,  they  had  only  three  days'  provisions,  at  the 
lowest  possible  rate  per  day.  That  night  a  wind 
sprang  up  and  in  three  days  they  were  landed  in 
Mansinillo,  Mexico,  and  went  into  port  with  five 
gallons  of  water  on  board.  During  that  period 
our  subject  lost  fifty  pounds  of  flesh.  The  party 
was  still  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  California,  in 
a  strange  country  without  money  or  friends.  They 
were  provided  with  food  by  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties for  six  weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  they 
waited  upon  the  American  Consul  at  San  Bias. 
That  gentleman  said  he  could  not  give  them  aid,  as 
they  were  gold  hunters.  They  then  applied  to  the 
English  Consul,  who,  upon  learning  that  they  had 
five  hundred  tons  of  stone  coal  upon  their  vessel, 
which  was  very  valuable  at  that  time,  agreed  to 
see  them  safely  to  their  destination.  The  Consul 
disposed  of  the  coal  to  the  Pacific  Steamship  Com- 
pany at  Acapulco  and  with  tlie  proceeds  chartered 
another  vessel  and  sent  the  party  on  their  way  re- 
joicing. The  vessel  was  provisioned  and  filled 
with  leaky  water  casks.  They  again  started  out 
for  a  voyage  of  thirty -two  days  and  after  two 
weeks  were  put  upon  short  rations.  In  four  weeks 
one-half  of  the  contents  of  the  water  casks  had 
leaked  out,  when  a  guard  was  placed  over  the  casks 
and  provimons*     After  sailing  for  three  weeks  they 
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were  within  three  days'  voyage  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  after  being  out  sixty-five  days  passed 
through  the  Golden  Gate  and  entered  San  Fran- 
cisco. They  anchored  beside  a  clipper  ship  which 
was  ready  to  start  for  Australia.  The  captain 
rolled  up  fifteen  barrels  of  crackers  and  told  the 
starving  passengers  to  help  themselves. 

When  landing  on  the  shores  of  California,  Mr. 
Warner  could  not  walk  more  than  two  rods  at  a 
time.  Accepting  the  offer  of  a  captain  of  a  boat 
bound  for  Sacramento  to  take  as  many  of  the  pas- 
sengers to  that  city  as  wanted  to  go,  our  subject 
made  one  of  the  company.  On  arriving  there,  he 
was  taken  sick  and  for  two  weeks  lay  in  an  hotel, 
where  he  received  kind  treatment  from  the  land- 
lord. From  Sacramento,  Mr.  Warner  went  to 
Marysville  and  then  to  Park's  Bar,  where  he  bor- 
rowed a  pick  and  pan  from  a  miner.  He  was  ob- 
liged to  beg  his  dinner  after  the  first  day's  labor, 
and  then  went  down  the  river  again  to  Marysville. 
For  some  time  he  was  unable  to  find  employment, 
but  finally  was  engaged  to  wheel  clay  up  out  of  a 
bed  in  a  brickyard.  His  poor  health  would  not 
allow  him  to  continue  in  that  line  of  work  and  lie 
was  then  occupied  turning  over  bricks  in  the  yard. 
He  worked  thus  for  three  weeks. 

After  leaving  the  brickyard,  Mr.  Warner  went 
to  Hang  town  and  upon  arriving  there  had  II  Om 
his  pocket.  He  was  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with 
an  old  acquaintance,  who  owned  a  ranch, and  found 
employment  with  him  for  a  time.  He  later  met  a 
friend  who  gave  him  $30,  with  which  to  procure 
some  better  clothing.  He  paid  $10  of  that  amount 
to  get  his  hair  cut,  for  a  shave,  bath  and  shampoo, 
and  $15  for  a  vest,  two  shirts,  bat  and  necktie.  He 
was  employed  nine  months  as  tail  sawyer  in  a  saw- 
mill, working  half  of  the  day  and  night,  for  which  he 
received  $75  and  his  board.  On  one  occasion,  when 
returning  from  the  mill  at  midnight,  he  was  met 
by^an  Indian  who  began  to  string  his  bow  and 
pick  out  an  arrow.  Mr.  Warner  drew  his  revolver 
when  the  red  man  immediately  "made  off." 

After  spending  about  a  year  in  the  Golden 
State,  our  subject  had  regained  his  former  vigor 
and  strength  and  had  saved  $1,000.  At  that 
time,  in  company  with  two  other  men,  he  pur- 
chased a  sawmill  which  they  operated   in  partner- 


ship about  twelve  months,  then  moving  it  sixty 
miles  into  the  mountain  region,  continued  to 
work  together  for  four  years.  At  the  time  they 
began  in  the  sawmill  business,  lumber  was  selling 
at  $300  per  thousand  feet,  and  the  amount  of 
work  which  they  tui-ned  out  soon  reduced  the  price 
to  $100  per  thousand.  For  the  first  two  years  they 
did  a  business  amounting  to  $100,000.  Selling 
out  his  interest  in  the  mill,  Mr.  Warner  again  be- 
gan mining,  this  time  in  Blue  Canj^on  and  for  four 
years  was  very  successful  in  his  undertaking,  at 
one  time  operating  twenty  claims  and  his  assess- 
ments running  as  high  as  $700  per  week. 

Mr.  Warner  had  a  fine  house  cat  in  his  camp,  when 
all  of  a  sudden  it  ''turned  up"  missing.  A  few 
days  later,  in  company  with  several  of  his  compan- 
ions, he  was  invited  to  a  Chinese  dinner,  which  re- 
past he  enjoyed  very  much.  A  short  time  after, 
he  was  told  by  an  old  Chinaman  that  he  had  helped 
eat  his  cat  himself.  He  got  even  with  the  China- 
man, however,  by  giving  him  a  very  old  hawk  for 
a  chicken. 

On  leavinc:  Blue  Canyon  our  subject  went  to 
Dutch  Flat  and  engaged  in  hydraulic  mining  for 
two  years.  In  the  meantime,  a  brother  had  joined 
him  in  the  Western  country  and  they  made  their 
home  in  a  log  cabin  with  a  canvas  roof.  A  short 
time  after  arriving  there,  the  brother  was  taken  se- 
riously ill  and  Mr.  Warner  went  nine  miles  over 
rough  mountainous  roads  for  a  doctor,  crossing  a 
river  three  times  on  a  dark  night.  Two  California 
lions  had  been  killed  on  that  road  only  a  short 
time  before.  The  doctor  on  arriving  at  their  rude 
home  ordered  the  sick  man  to  be  removed  from 
the  shanty,  and  our  subject  carried  his  brother  on 
his  back  to  an  empty  house,  half  a  mile  distant. 
The  doctor's  fee  on  that  occasion  was  $50. 

The  mining  operations  of  Mr.  Warner  at  Dutch 
Flat  were  very  successful.  He  was  made  President 
of  a  camp  which  had  a  capital  of  $250,000  and 
superintended  the  damming  of  the  middle  fork  of 
the  American  River.  He  completed  the  work 
within  five  hundred  feet  of  the  fiume,  the  dam 
being  twenty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep.  In 
1862  our  subject  returned  home  to  New  York  after 
an  absence  of  eleven  years.  During  his  residence 
in  California,  he  was  sent  as    delegate  to  the  State 
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Democratic  Convention  in  1856,  and  was  also 
Lieutenant  of  a  volunteer  company  of  California 
State  Militia.  With  his  partner,  he  erected  the 
first  hotel  in  Dutch  Flat,  Cal. 

After  returning  to  New  York,  lie  of  whom  we 
write,  together  with  a  brother,  built  a  canal  boat 
named  the  "L.  R.  Herrick,"  which  they  operated  for 
year  on  the  Erie  Canal;  then  taking  their  vessel  to 
Washington,  D.  C,  it  was  put  into  the  Govern- 
ment service  as  a  transport.  He  ran  it  a  year  and 
during  that  time  sailed  on  all  the  prominent  rivers 
in  Virginia.  Gen.  Sherman  crossed  a  river  with  all 
his  troops  on  the  deck  of  this  little  boat.  Selling 
his  boat,  our  subject  returned  home  and  was  en- 
gaged to  press  hay  for  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and,  while  thus  employed,  crushed  his  right 
hand  and  was  not  able  to  work  for  two  years. 

In  July,  1866,  Mr.  Warner  and  Miss  Frances  M. 
Phipps,  of  New  York  State,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Warner  was  a  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Judith  (Pratt)  Phipps,  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
The  Phipps  Union  Seminary,  of  Albion,  N.  Y.,  was 
founded  by  an  aunt  of  Mrs.  Warner,  in  which  in- 
stitution, she  with  a  sister,  was  a  teacher.  Miss 
Frances  was  born  April  12,  1836,  and  received  an 
excellent  education  in  the  above-named  seminary, 
making  a  specialty  of  music. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  came 
to  Michigan  and  located  on  their  present  farm 
where  they  have  since  resided.  The  estate  in- 
cludes fifty  acres,  all  well  improved.  They  have 
adopted  two  children — IIattie,who  is  now  the  wife 
of  George  Hubbard,  lives  in  Paw  Paw  and  has 
three  children;  Chester  is  fourteen  years  of  age 
and  is  attending  school.  They  were  both  taken  into 
the  home  of  our  subject  when  infants.  Mrs.  Warner 
is  a  member  of  the  Bai)tist  Church  and  has  been  Sup- 
erintendent of  the  Sunday-school;  Mr.  Warner  is 
also  a  member  of  that  society  and  has  filled  the 
otifice  of  Treasurer.  He  has  been  a  memljer  of  the 
Masonic  order  for  thirty  years,  being  influenced  to 
join  that  society  by  seeing  the  care  taken  of  the 
Masonic  passengers  when  on  his  trip  to  California. 
He  is  Treasurer  of  his  lodge.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  chapter  at  Paw  Paw  and  has  been  Master  of 
the  Grange  for  the  past  ten  years.  His  wife  was 
Secretary,  Flora  and  Treasurer  of  the  same  order. 


Mr.  Warner  has  been  an  active  Democrat  and  has 
been  sent  as  a  delegate  to  every  county  convention 
since  coming  to  Michigan.  He  has  been  Highway 
Commissioner  for  two  terms  and  Supervisor  of  Por- 
ter Township  for  four  terms,  although  the  township 
is  strongly  Republican.  He  was  candidate  for  Rep- 
resentative to  the  State  Legislature,  but  was  de- 
feated by  the  Republicans.  He  is  interested  in  the 
Lawton  Co-operative  Packing  Factory  and  has 
been  a  Director  in  that  company  every  since  its 
organization. 

^  OHN  M.  WILSON,  a  well-to-do  farmer  and 
an  old  resident,  living  on  his  finely  equipped 
farm  on  section  29,  Climax  Township,  will 
always  hold  an  honorable  place  in  the 
history  of  Kalamazoo  County  as  one  who  has  ma- 
terially aided  in  the  development  of  its  rich  vgri- 
cultural  resources.  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  is  his 
native  place,  and  July  24,  1837,  the  date  of  his 
birth.  His  father,  John  Wilson,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, but  he  was  only  a  3^ear  old  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  this  country.  They  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  he  be- 
came a  manufacturer  of  furniture,  manufacturing 
the  wood  screw  bedstead  for  a  long  time,  both  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky.  He  moved  from 
Kentucky  to  Indiana  and  located  at  Huntington 
when  he  was  fifty  3^ears  old.  He  was  deeply  relig- 
ious, a  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he 
followed  a  circuit  in  Pennsylvania  for  some  years, 
afterwards  preaching  locally  during  his  residence 
in  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  He  was  a  Whig  in  pol- 
itics. Mr.  Wilson  married  Isabella  Cole,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  She,  too,  was  quite  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  she  was  a 
member  until  her  invalidism  in  later  life  prevented 
her  particii)ating  in  the  work.  She  was  forty-five 
years  old  when  she  died.  .  She  and  her  husband 
reared  five  children,  named  respectively:  Elisha, 
Helen,  John  M.,  Leroy  and  Elizabeth. 

Our  subject  lived  in  Pennsylvania  until  he  was 
eight  years  old,  and  the  next  few  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  Springville,  Ky.,  where  the  family 
remained  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  there 
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attended  tlie  village  school,  and  also  went  to  school 
in  Huntington  after  the  removal  of  his  parents  to 
that  Indiana  town,  where  he  lived  until  their  death. 
His  education  was  completed  after  he  came  to  this 
count}^  at  Flourfield.  He  was  only  thirteen  years 
old  when  he  began  te  earn  his  own  living  by 
working  out  by  the  month  in  summer,  his  winters 
being  devoted  to  schooling.  November  20,  1854, 
marks  an  important  era  in  his  life,  as  on  that  date 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  bought  forty 
acres  of  woodland  that  is  included  in  his  home  in 
Climax  Township.  He  thus  became  a  pioneer  of 
this  section,  which  was  still  in  a  very  wild  con- 
dition when  he  came  here  on  that  fall  day  nearly 
forty  years  ago.  There  were  not  a  great  many  set- 
tlers here,  and  those  had  made  but  little  headway 
against  the  forces  of  nature.  There  were  no  roads, 
and  but  few  evidences  of  the  approaching  civiliza- 
tion that  would  so  change  the  face  of  the  country. 

Our  subject  was  unmarried  at  that  time,  and  he 
boarded  with  his  brother  while  he  sought  diligently 
to  reclaim  his  land.  He  has  added  to  his  original 
purchase,  and  has  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
acres  of  choice  land,  one  hundred  acres  of  which 
are  under  substantial  improvement,  he  having  de- 
veloped his  farm  himself,  and  he  devotes  it  to 
mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and  stock,  and  keeping 
many  sheep  and  horses.  In  1881,  he  erected  a  frame 
house,  commodious  in  size,  and  he  has  a  large 
frame  barn,  a  part  of  which  was  built  in  1866,  and 
tlie  remainder  in  1890,  his  buildings  all  being  first- 
class.  Mr.  Wilson  is  highly  thought  of  in  his 
township,  and  his  fellow-citizens  have  solicited 
him  to  take  public  office,  but  he  has  always  refused, 
preferring  the  comfort  of  his  cozy  fireside  to  the 
turmoil  of  civic  life.  In  his  political  sentiments, 
he  is  a  Republican.  His  social  relations  are  with 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  at  Climax 
Village.  Our  subject  has  accumulated  his  property 
by  sheer  force  of  diligent  and  well-directed  labor, 
seconded  by  excellent  judgment  and  wise  economy. 
Fifty  cents  was  his  sole  capital  when  he  started 
out  in  the  world,  and  he  only  had  the  small  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  left  him  from  his 
father's  estate. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married,  September  26,  1860,  to 
Miss  Fanny  Wolcott,  a  good  woman  and  true,  who 


has  been  to  him  a  helpmate  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Scotts,  February  2,  1840,  into  the  pioneer  home  of 
Hiram  and  Mary  (Campbell)  Wolcott,  who  were 
natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ireland. 
They  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  settled  on 
land,  on  a  part  of  which  the  village  of  Scotts  now 
stands,  buying  it  from  the  Government.  Mr.  Wol- 
cott was  one  of  the  leading  pioneers  of  the  county, 
developing  several  farms,  and  becoming  a  man  of 
wealth.  His  death  occurred  April  29,  1879.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  had  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Mary,  wife  of  Edgar  Cheney; 
Lillie,  at  home  with  her  parents:  and  Jennie,  wife 
of  Owen  Hass. 


ILAS  De  long.  President  of  the  village  of 
Bangor,  one  of  the  many  patriotic  citizens 
of  Michigan  who  bravely  fought  for  the 
old  flag,  is  a  native  of  Clinton  County,  N. 
Y.,  being  born  in  1840,  and  where  he  lived  until 
1855.  In  his  early  youth,  he  was  brought  to  Mich- 
igan by  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Bangor,  Van 
Buren  County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  accustomed  to 
hard  labor,  receiving  a  liberal  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  this  county. 

Early  in  the  year  of  1862,  this  gentleman  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  at  the  battle  of  Spring  Hill,  Tenn.,  was 
captured  and  detained  in  Libby  Prison  about  one 
month,  at  which  time  he  was  paroled  and  returned 
home.  He  soon  joined  Sherman's  army  in  its  cam- 
paigns of  the  South,  and  in  front  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
was  wounded  in  the  leg,  which  caused  liim  to  he 
an  inmate  of  the  hospital  for  a  year,  and  has  cri[)- 
pled  hin)  for  life. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
chandise business,  and  with  the  exception  of  four 
years,  from  1868  to  1872,  has  been  continuously  in 
business,  and  is  an  eminently  successful  man.  He 
gives  attention  to  every  department  of  his  busi- 
ness, and  is  a  thorough  and  sagacious  man. 

In  the  year  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lissie  Landon,  an  excellent  Christian  woman. 
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They  are  both  valued  members  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  and  give  of  their  means  most  liberally  to 
the  support  of  the  church.  Silas  De  Long  has  a 
brother,  Henry,  living  in  this  city,  who  is  a  prom- 
inent furniture  dealer,  and  who  also  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  to  preserve  the  Union.  He 
enlisted  in  1864,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Allen  and  Lydia 
(Boynton)  De  Long,  the  former  born  on  Grand 
Isle  in  Lake  Champlain  in  1801,  and  the  latter 
probably  a  native  of  New  York  State.  The  father 
was  a  son  of  Francis  De  Long,  who  was  born  prob- 
ably in  North  Carolina  in  1758,  and  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  He  lived  to  be  over  one 
hundred  and  two  years  old,  dying  in  this  county 
in  1860.  While  a  soldier,  he  was  captured  and 
taken  prisoner  to  Jamaica  Island,,  where  he  was 
kept  in  prison  seven  years. 


[^  ENRY  URIAH  UPJOHN,  M.  D.,  was  born 
in  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 


July  22,  1843,  and  died  after  an  illness  of 
two  weeks,  January  2,  1887,  at  his  home 
on  South  Street,  Kalamazoo.  For  many  years  he 
was  prominently  connected  with  the  growth  of  the 
city,  and  was  one  of  its  most  popular  citizens.  At 
the  organization  of  the  Upjohn  Pill  and  Granule 
Company  he  became  an  equal  partner  in  that  insti- 
tution, and  gave  it  much  of  his  attention,  con- 
tributing to  make  it  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  lucrative  enterprises  of  the  State. 

At  Richland  Seminary,  Dr.  Upjohn  prepared 
himself  for  college.  In  his  early  life  he  applied 
himself  to  mechanics,  and  having  an  inventive 
mind,  during  his  leisure  moments  he  devised  a 
number  of  agricultural  implements,  the  most  im- 
portant of  which  was  a  corn-planter,  with  which 
much  acreage  in  Richland  was  planted.  He  also 
constructed  a  feed  cutter,  which  had  an  extensive 
manufacture,  and  later  secured  a  patent  for  a  self- 
binder  with  self-tying-knot  attachment;  also  made 
a  self-rake  attachment  to  the  Kirby  Reaper.  Mean- 
while he  read  medicine  with  his  father,  Dr.  Uriah 
Upjohn,  a  successful  practitioner  in  Richland. 
29 


His  connection  with  the  Kirby  Reaper  took  our 
subject  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
drug  trade.  Returning  to  Michigan,  he  and  his 
sisters  and  brothers  went  to  Ann  Arbor,  making 
their  home  in  that  city  and  entering  the  State 
University.  Prior  to  commencing  his  collegiate 
course,  however,  he  engaged  for  a  time  in  the 
hardware  business,  and  while  thus  employed  per- 
fected a  machine  for  rolling  tinware.  He  had  de- 
cided to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1871. 

Immediately  after  graduating,  the  young  Doc- 
tor opened  an  office  for  practice  at  Kalamazoo,  and 
for  eight  years  resided  on  South  Burdick  Street, 
adjacent  to  the  Merrill  Block.  He  then  erected  a 
store  building,  with  a  frontage  of  eighty-six  feet, 
including  four  stores.  He  also  secured  a  tract 
of  celery  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  village, 
and  became  a  somewhat  extensive  grower,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  first  shippers  of  the  place,  his  enter- 
prise netting  a  fair  income.  Having  a  powerful 
physique  and  robust  health,  he  felt  that  he  could 
endure  an  extraordinary  amount  ^of  hard  work, 
and  consequently  devoted  himself  with  such  assid- 
uity to  the  demands  of  his  practice  and  his  various 
business  enterprises,  that  he  was  stricken  with  ty- 
phoid fever,  which  terminated  fatally. 

The  Doctor  had  given  much  thought  to  econom- 
ical subjects,  and  especially  to  those  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  was  revolving 
an  idea  that  would  result  in  their  securing  cheap 
and  suitable  homes,  as  well  as  constant  work.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  various  medical  societies,  and 
his  death  was  greatly  mourned  by  those  organiza- 
tions, as  well  as  the  general  public.  On  all  points 
relating  to  his  profession ,  he  was  tli^oroughly  read 
and  had  the  greatest  faith  in  the  future  of  the 
pill  and  granule  business,  a  faith  which  has  seen 
its  fulfillment  in  the  practical  issues  of  the  pres- 
ent. 

December  18,  1872,  Dr.  Upjohn  was  married  to 
Miss  Millie,  daughter  of  W.  G.  Kirby,  of  Charles- 
ton Township,  and  a  native  of  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.  To  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  were  born  six 
children,  viz:  Lawrence  N.;  Ida  Rowena,  who 
died    when   eight   years   old;  William   Kirby,   U. 
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Carl,  Hubert  8.  and  Donald  Henry.  Lawrence  N. 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Higli  School,  and  he  and  the 
other  sons  reside  with  their  mother  at  No.  617 
South  Park  Street.  Mrs.  Upjohn,  who  is  a  lady  of 
superior  culture  and  education,  graduated  from 
Mt.  Holy oke  Seminary  in  1871,  and  after  her  mar- 
riage commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  graduating 
in  1875,  at  the  State  University  of  Michigan,  and 
afterward  assisted  her  husband  in  his  practice. 
Slie  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Churcli  and  a 
sincere  Christian. 

A  strictly  temperate  man,  Dr.  Upjohn  not  only 
did  not  use  tobacco,  liquor  or  profane  language, 
but  he  greatly  objected  to  the  prescribing  of  whis- 
key for  liis  patients.  During  his  later  years  he 
voted  with  the  Proliibition  party.  His  portrait  is 
presented  in  connection  with  tliis  sketch  of  his  life. 


v 


(^  j^^ILLIAM  S.  DP:LAN0.  In  presenting  to 
our  readers  the  biographical  sketches  of 
prominent  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
conspicuous  mention  belongs  to  Mr.  Delano,  who 
is  engaged  as  a  farmer  on  section  28,  Cooper 
Township.  His  father,  Stephen  B.,  was  born  in 
Providence,  Mass.,  September  29,  1795,  and  in  his 
earl}^  manhood  studied  medicine,  which  he 
practiced  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
family  of  which  he  was  a  member  came  of  French- 
English  extraction,  and  his  father,  Jonathan,  was 
in  early  life  a  sea-captain,  and  later  followed  the 
calling  of  a  farmer,  until  his  death,  about  1825. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Lydia  Smith,  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  N.H.,  November  16,  1799, 
and  was  orphaned  when  quite  young.  After  the 
death  of  Di\  Delano,  which  occurred  May  20, 
1827,  she  was  married  to  Gilbert  Benedict,  becom- 
ing by  that  union  the  mother  of  three  children. 
She  and  her  first  husband  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  At  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  three-score  and  three  years,  she  passed 
away,  July  28,  1862. 

In  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  born  December  17,  1819.  He  was  the 
eldest  in  the  little  family,  and  was  only  a  small 
child  when  he  was  orphaned  by  the  death    of   his 


father,  after  which  he  went  to  make  liis  home  with 
his  uncle,  Icliabod  Hart,  remaining  witli  him  until 
he  was  of  age.  In  the  meantime,  he  attended  tlie 
district  school  until  he  was  seven  teen,  and,  in  1838, 
accompanied  his  uncle  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Cooper  Township,  Kalamazoo  County. 

In  the  fall  of  1843,  Mr.  Delano  purchased  his 
present  farm,  of  which  eight  acres  had  been  partly 
cleared,  and,  upon  making  it  his  home,  he  built  a 
log  house  and  commenced  to  cultivate  tlie  soil. 
He  was  married.  May  5,  1841,  to  Louisa  C.  Skinner, 
who  was  born  in  Providence,  Saratoga  County,  N. 
Y.,  December  17,  1818,  and  died  July  1,  1853. 
Her  parents  were  Henry  and  Deborah  Skinner,  the 
former  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  October  27, 
1717.  Mrs.  Delano  was  a  teacher  during  the  early 
days  of  this  county,  and  was  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years  prior 
to  her  death. 

Four  of  the  six  children  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Delano  and  his  first  wife  attained  to  maturity. 
Stephen,  who  was  born  September  4,  1842,  died 
September  1,  1862,  at  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  after  hav- 
ing served  for  one  year  in  the  Third  Michigan 
Cavaliy.  Joseph  E.,  who  was  born  July  5,  1844,  is 
married,  and  makes  his  home  in  Barry  County, 
Hiram  A.,  who  was  born  July  12,  1847,  resides  in 
Allegan,  where  he  is  a  prominent  banker.  Louisa 
C.,born  November  3,  1849,  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Bell, 
a  farmer  of  Tuscola  County.  The  children  re- 
ceived good  educations, and  were  formerly  teachers. 

January  18,  1854,  Mr.  Delano  and  Miss  Hannah 
M.  Blanchard  were  united  in  marriage.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Persia,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y., 
January  12,  1826,  and  died  March  22,  1888.  Her 
parents,  Herman  and  Betsey  M.  (Taylor)  Blanch- 
ard, natives,  respectively,  of  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York,  came  to  Michigan  about  1842,  and  set- 
tled in  Cooper  Township,  where  they  cleared  and 
improved  a  farm.  The  father  died  May  3, 1883,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  January  23,  1885.  Prior 
to  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Delano  was  a  successful 
teacher,  and  as  she  was  a  refined  lady  and  kind- 
hearted  friend  and  neighbor,  she  occupied  a  high 
place  in  the  confidence  of  all  whom  she  met. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  the  children  born 
of  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Delano:     Herman 
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B.,  who  was  born  July  10,  1855,  died  October    24, 
1874;  George  E.,  born  August  5,  1857,  is  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Allegan  County;  Al- 
bert W.,  born  September  22,  1859,  is  married   and 
resides  in  Cooper  Township;  Fred  S.,  whose    birth 
occurred  December  20,  1861,  also  makes  his   home 
in  Cooper  Township;  Lydia    M.,    who   was    born 
November  10, 1863,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Clark,  and 
lives  in  Cooper  Township;  Laura  J.,  born  April  19, 
1866,  and  Arlyn  J.,  born  May  3,  1868,  are  at  home. 
Stephen  B.,  of  whom  previous  mention  lias  been 
made,  enlisted  November  1,  1861,  in  Company  F., 
Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served    with    distin- 
guished courage  and   valor  at  the  battles  of   New 
Madrid,  Farmington,  and  the  sieges  of  Island  No. 
10   and    Corinth,   besides  other   engagements    of 
minor  importance.     His  death  occurred  September 
1,  1862,  in  a  hospital. 

Mr.  Delano  has  served  as  Township  Treasurer 
two  terms.  Supervisor,  one  term,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  Mason,  and  for 
many  years  has  belonged  to  Cooper  Lodge,  No.  149. 
In  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  has  long 
been  a  member,  he  has  served  as  Deacon  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  28,  and  has  recently  sold 
two  farms  of  over  one  hundred  acres  each.  Success 
has  crowned  his  efforts,  and  while  he  has  been 
prospered  financially,  he  has  also  won  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-citizens  by  his  unflinching  in- 
tegrity. 


_yS-  ,     r*  ■ 


ON.  MILAN  WIGGINS,  a  representative 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Van  Buren 
County,  was  born  April  29,  1847,  in  Inde- 
pendence, Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  and 
was  a  son  of  Nahum  and  Phoebe  (Dunham)  Wig- 
gins. His  grandfather,  Ezra  Wiggins,  was  born  in 
Vermont,  where  he  was  a  farmer,  and  came  to 
Ohio  about  1820.  He  died  in  Newburgh,  that 
State,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  his  wife  surviving 
until  she  was  over  ninety  years  of  age.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  near  Montpelier, 
Vt.,  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  died  at  In- 
dependence about  1851,  aged  forty-two  years.     He 


left  a  widow  and  two   children,   Milan  and  Cullin 
H.     He  was  a  very  active  and  progressive  citizen 
and  was  engaged   in  farming   and  merchandising. 
He  was  an  old-line  Whig  and  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows.     The   mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Ohio  and  was  the   daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Hungerford)  Dunham.     Her  father  served  in  the 
War  of    1812   as  a  musician,  and    removed  from 
New  York  to  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer.     He  reared   a  family   of  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  all    of  whom  lived  to  a 
ripe  old    age,   none    dying  under   seventy  years. 
After  the  death  of  our  subject's  father,  his  mother 
married  E.  W.  Thompson,   and  of  this  union  two 
children  were  born,  Lizzie  and  Asa. 

After  his  father's  death,  Milan   Wiggins  resided 
with  his  uncle,  J.  H.  Dunham,  until  eighteen  years 
of  age.     He  received  his   elementary  education  in 
the  district  schools,  supplementing  it  by  a  course 
at  Oberlin  College.     He  spent  four  years  teaching 
in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio,  Iowa  and  Michi- 
gan, and  at  twenty    began   his   business  life  as  a 
salesman  in  a  store  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.     Two  years 
later,  he  commenced  operations  on  his  own  account 
and  continued  in  the  business  for  five  years,  being 
engaged  one  year  in  a  commission  line.     In  1876, 
he    came  to  Bloomingdale,  Van    Buren    County, 
where    he    purchased    one    hundred    and    twenty 
acres     on     section    9,   and   has     since    been    en- 
gaged in  operating  a  dairy.     He  also  owns  anotlier 
farm  of  eighty  acres.     In  1878,  he  established    a 
cheese  factory,  which  he  is  still  carrying  on.     In 
1880,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Warren  Haven 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Bloomingdale,  and  in 
1888  associated  himself  with  F.  W.  Hubbard,  car- 
rying a  large  stock  of  dry  goods.     He  also  has  an 
interest    in  the   gristmill    in  Bloomingdale.     Mr. 
Wiggins  has  a  most  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Marie  Hubbard,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Ilattie,  Nellie,  Luvern  and  Ar- 
thur B.     Mr.  Wiggins    is   an  active  and  leading 
Republican  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs.     He  attends  both  State  and  National  Con- 
ventions and  uses  his  influence  in  selecting  the  best 
men  on  the  ticket.     He  has  served  in  various  town- 
ship offices  and    has  represented  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature  for  two  terms.     He  is  a   promi- 
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nent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraleniity.  Mr. 
Wiggins  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
is  now,  with  his  wife  and  familj^,  enjoying  a  com- 
fortable liome  and  the  esteem  of  their  many  friends 
in  the  community. 


ENRY  V.  SKINNER.  The  oldest  settler 
now  living  in  Cooper  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo  County,  with    the   exception  of   one 

^  other,  is  tliis  intelligent  and  progressive 
farmer,  wlio  owns  and  operates  one  liundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  sections  21  and  22.  His  com- 
modious residence  was  built  in  1868,  while  otlier 
structures  for  tiie  storage  of  grain  and  shelter  of 
stock  have  been  added  when  needed. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Josepli  Skinner,  was 
born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  April  28,  1801, 
and  always  followed  the  calling  of  a  farmer.  In 
October,  1833,  he  removed  with  his  famil}^  to 
Michigan,  coming  via  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie 
to  Detroit,  and  proceeding  thence  to  Washtenaw 
County,  where  he  settled  two  miles  southwest  of 
Ann  Arbor.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and 
settled  upon  it,  but  in  April,  1835,  removed  to 
Kalamazoo  Count}^,  and  settled  in  Cooper  Town- 
ship. 

The  journey  hither  was  made  in  a  wagon  drawn 
by  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  loaded  with  housliold 
goods,  and  those  who  walked  drove  the  few  head 
of  cattle.  The  first  night  spent  in  Cooper  Town- 
ship, the  little  party  slept  on  the  ground,  and 
during  the  night  six  inches  of  snow  fell,  adding 
to  their  discomfort.  Mr.  Skinner  took  up  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Government  land  in 
1834,  when  not  a  tree  had  been  cut  down  in  the 
township,  and  wild  game  and  Indians  were  numer- 
ous. The  following  year,  two  men  built  shanties 
some  distance  south  of  his  farm,  while  a  few 
families  of  Indians  lived  one-half  mile  north. 

It  was  a  common  occurrence  for  the  Indians  to 
have  green  corn  dances,  upon  which  occasions  as 
many  as  five  hundred  families  passed,  the  Skinner 
homestead,  which  was  near  one  of  the  trails.  The 
patent  for  Mr.  Skinner's  land  was  signed  by  Pres- 
ident Andrew  Jackson,  and   his   firsc   house   was 


constructed  of  logs,  about  18x20  feet,  although  a 
more  commodious  residence  was  soon  erected. 
Very  soon  after  he  settled  on  the  land,  he  cleared 
and  broke  five  acres,  which  he  planted  in  corn, 
potatoes  and  buckwheat.  He  cleared  ten  acres 
each  succeeding  year,  until  the  entire  farm  was 
brought  under  cultivation,  and  upon  the  im- 
proved homestead  lie  resided  until  his  death,  in 
November,  1885. 

A  prominent  man  in  the  community,  Mr.  Skin- 
ner served  as  Highway  Commissioner  and  Asses- 
sor, and  was  influential  in  the  organization  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Cooper  Township. 
He  was  well  and  favorably  known  over  a  wide 
scope  of  territory,  and  his  death  was  sincerely 
mourned.  His  wife,  Nancy  Yeeder,  was  born  in 
Saratoga  County,  N.  1^.,  in  1805,  and  was  of  Hol- 
land descent.  After  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
1845,  he  married  Sophia  Lillie,  who  still  survives. 
Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  among  the  six 
children  born  of  the  first  union,  and  one  child  of 
tlie  second  marriage  is  now  living. 

In  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  was  born, 
June  26,  1827,  Mr.  Skinner  passed  the  first  six 
years  of  his  life.  From  there  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  walking  from  Detroit  to 
Washtenaw  County.  His  educational  advantages 
were  limited  to  a  brief  attendance  at  the  district 
school,  the  first  school  in  the  township  being- 
taught  by  Mrs.  George  Hart,  who  is  still  living  in 
the  vicinity.  After  he  was  twenty-one,  he  worked 
at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  for  about  three  years 
and  also  chopped  wood,  receiving  twenty-five  cents 
per  cord.  He  took  great  pleasure  in  hunting  deer 
and  turke3^s,  many  of  which  fell  beneath  his  un- 
erring rifle.  After  game  became  scarce  in  this 
section,  he  went  north  each  fall  for  several  years 
on  a  hunting  expedition. 

About  1853,  Mr.  Skinner  commenced  to  farm 
upon  his  present  estate.  He  was  married  Decem- 
ber 1,  1852,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Delano,  who  was 
born  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
April  18,  1835.  Her  parents,  Ephraim  B.  and 
Nancy  (Gillett)  Delano,  were  natives  of  Saratoga 
and  Orleans  Counties,  N.  Y^.,  respectively,  he 
having  been  born  in  1803,  and  she  in  1808.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in   1832,  remaining  in    Wash- 
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tenaw  County  two  years,  and  settling  in  Cooper 
Township  in  1835.  Here  they  took  up  land,  and 
remained  until  called  hence  by  death,,  the  mother 
in  1848,  and  the  father  in  1872.  They  w^ere 
originally  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  father  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  They  were  worthy  people, 
highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community,  and 
devoted  to  their  seven  children,  whom  they  trained 
for  responsible  positions  in  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  Jay  J.,  who  was  born  January  6, 
1855,  is  now  married,  and  has  four  children;  Bert 
E.,  who  was  born  June  23,  1860,  lives  in  Kalama- 
zoo; the  third  child  died  in  infancy.  Politically, 
Mr.  Skinner  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  held  many  of 
the  local  offices  of  the  township,  has  been  High- 
way Commissioner  for  almost  twenty  years,  and 
has  also  served  as  delegate  to  coiuity  conventions. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  contribute  generously  of  their 
means  and  influence  in  behalf  of  all  measures  cal- 
culated to  benefit  the  community  at  lai'ge  or  those 
in  need. 


SYLVESTER  M.  HESS.  Among  the  lead- 
ing business  firms  of  Lawrence,  Van  Buren 
County,  stands  that  of  S.  M.  &  C.  S.  Hess, 
dealers  in  general  merchandise,  and  who 
have  built  up  an  excellent  trade  by  their  upright 
and  honest  dealings.  The  senior  member  of  this 
firm  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  Septem- 
})er  10,  1851,  to  William  C.  and  Margaret  (Myers) 
Hess,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York,  of  German 
and  English  ancestors,  and  the  mother  also  a  native 
of  New  York,  of  German  and  English  ancestry. 
The  father  followed  farming,  and  moved  to  Wis- 
consin when  our  subject  was  about  five  years  of 
age,  and  pre-empted  land  where  he  made  his  home. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier  in  the 
late  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  C, Eighteenth 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  [)articipated  in  the  battle 
of  Pittsburg  Landing,  with  a  niunber  of  other  im- 
portant conflicts.  He  was  taken  sick  and  honorably 


discharged,  when  he  came  home  and  died  about 
SIX  months  afterward.  After  this  sad  event,  the 
familj^  were  scattered,  the  mother  going  back  to 
New  York,  where  she  died  in  a  few  j^ears;  one 
brother,  George  E.,  remained  in  Wisconsin,  and 
the  other  three,  including  our  subject,  came  finally 
to  Michigan.  The  only  sister,  Louisa  C,  married 
L.  C.  Marigold  and  lives  in  Muskegon,  Mich. 
Charles  S.  is  married  and  lives  in  Lawrence,  being 
the  partner  of  our  subject.  A  sketch  of  the  latter 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  and  his  brother  Charles  went  to 
Indiana  to  live  with  an  uncle,  on  the  death  of 
their  father,  and  remained  a  year  or  more.  When 
our  subject  was  twelve  and  a  half  years  old,  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Three  Oaks,  Ber- 
rien County,  where  he  worked  for  his  board  and 
went  to  school.  He  began  clerking  in  a  general 
store  when  fifteen  and  continued  in  this  occupation 
two  years.  He  worked  six  months  for  $8  and 
board.  When  seventeen  years  old,  he  began  to 
work  in  the  freight  office  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  at  Three  Oaks,  and  was  there  about  one 
year,  when  he  was  promoted  and  sent  to  Decatur, 
and  did  office  work  there,  obtaining  some  knowl- 
edge of  book-keeping.  He  was  at  this  place  four 
years,  and  then  changed  his  occupation,  working  at 
a  grain  elevator  for  two  years.  On  reaching  his 
twenty- fifth  year,  Mr.  Hess  began  the  manufacture 
of  staves  and  heading  at  Hartford,  Mich.,  in  con- 
nection with  Albert  W.  Rogers,  which  business  he 
carried  on  four  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time, 
Mr.  Hess  came  to  Lawrence  with  his  partner,  but, 
at  the  end  of  four  years,  they  dissolved  the  partner- 
ship, and  our  subject  began  in  his  present  business 
m  1885,  in  partnership  with  a  Mr.  VYhiteman  for 
one  year.  He  then  bought  his  partner's  interest 
and  carried  on  the  business  until  Eebruary  1,  1888, 
when  he  took  his  brother,  Charles  S.  Hess,  as  part- 
ner, and  they  are  doing  a  splendid,  lucrative  busi- 
ness and  are  held  in  the  highest  respect  for  their 
straightforward  business  lives. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  when 
twenty-seven  years  of  age  in  Lawrence„this  county, 
on  the  28th  of  August,  1878.  The  lady  of  his 
choice  Was  Miss  Jennie  F.  Hiblon,  of  Lawrehce. 
She    was    born    in    Paw    Paw,    Mit^i.,    Noyeinber 
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30,  1856,  to  John  M.  and  Sarah  M.  (Phelps) 
Riblon.  By  this  union  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  become  the  parents  of  five  children:  Margie 
R.,  born  March  26,  1880;  Blanch  L.,  October 
13,  1881;  E.  Lucile,  May  18,  1885;  J.  William, 
August  9,  1889;  and  Hugh  C,  November  28,  1890. 
All  these  children  were  born  in  Lawrence,  except 
the  eldest,  she  having  had  her  birth  in  Hartford. 
Those  who  are  old  enough  are  attending  school 
and  gaining  good  educations. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  Democrat  in  pol- 
itics, and  has  been  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
the  village;  served  as  Township  Treasurer;  has 
always  been  much  interested  in  good  schools,  and 
has  acted  as  one  of  the  School  Board.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  of  Lawrence  during  Cleve- 
land's administration  and  served  one  and  one-half 
years.  He  has  been  appointed  delegate  to  various 
county  conventions.  Mr.  Hess  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Lawrence, 
having  now  taken  his  ninth  degree.  He  joined 
this  order  at  Decatur. 


If 


^  UTHER  SUTTON,  who  is  at  present  resid- 
ing in  Hartford,  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1825.  In  1834,  his  pa- 
rents removed  to  Washtenaw  County,  this  State, 
and  located  just  east  of  where  the  State  University 
now  stands.  They  remained  there  two  years  and 
then  removed  to  Lawrence  Township,  Van  Buren 
County,  and  made  their  home  on  a  farm  in  the 
wilderness,  when  there  were  but  five  log  cabins 
in  the  township. 

Luther  Sutton  grew  to  manhood  in  the  above- 
named  county,  and  was  married,  January  3, 1849, 
to  Miss  Priscilla  J.  Bancroft,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  three  children:  Warner  P.,  born  in 
October,  1849;  Ada  E.,  born  in  April,  1853;  and 
Eva  M.,  born  1863.  Ada  is  the  widow  of  William 
J.  Philpot,  and  Eva  is  Mrs.  Alexander  Beeney. 
On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  our  subject  en- 
listed in  what  was  known  as  Birges  First  Regiment 
Western  Sharpshooters,  which  afterward  became 
the  Fourteenth  Missouri,  and  later  the  Sixty- 
sixth  Illinois.  Mr.  Sutton  served  until  May,  1862, 


at  which  time  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disability,  caused  from  a  wound  received  at  Stur- 
geon, Mo. 

On  returning  from  the  army,  Mr.  Sutton  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  carpenter  work  until  1877, 
when  he  edited  the  Hartford  Day  Spring.  He 
conducted  that  paper  for  five  years  with  signal 
success  and  was  identified  with  that  journal 
more  or  less  until  1882.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  Orrin  and  Betsey  (Branch)  Sutton,  the 
father  born  in  1800,  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  the  mother's  birth  occurring  in  Vermont,  in 
August  of  the  same  year.  They  became  the  pa- 
rents of  five  children:  Roxy  A.,  who  was  the  wife 
of  John  L.  Northrup,  of  Bangor;  our  subject,  who 
was  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Nancy,  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Randall,  who  is  residing  in  Northwest 
Nebraska;  Juliet  married  Nathan  De  Long,  now 
deceased;  and  Ann  E.  married  Maynard  Randall, 
now  deceased. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Roswell  and  Nancy  (At well)  Sutton,  natives  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  the  grandfather  being 
of  Welsh  ancestry.  In  politics,  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  al  Hartford.  Socially,  he  is  an  Odd 
Fellow.  His  son,  Warner  Sutton,  was  appointed 
Consul  to  Northern  Mexico  in  1878,  a  position  he 
has  since  held  with  distinction.  He  received  his 
appointment  under  President  Hayes  and  fulfilled 
all  the  duties  of  that  responsible  oflfice  with  credit 
to  himself  and  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 
He  was  married  in  South  Haven,  in  1874,  to  Miss 
Mary  L.  Andrus. 
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ff/  ON.  SIMPSON  HOWLAND.  This  respec- 
ted gentleman,  who  is  one  of  tha  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizens  of  RossTown- 
■jj  ship,  Kalamazoo  County,  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  this  section  as  a  man 
of  progressiveness  and  public  spirit.  Mr.  Howland 
is  a  native  of  Stillwater,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
his  natal  day  being  May  18,  1822.  He  is  the 
son  of  Edward  K.  and  Margaret  (Simpson)  How- 
land,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
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Tlie  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  are  said  to 
have  been  ICnaflisli,  as  the  Ilowland  family  traces 
its  ancestry  back  to  three  brothers  who  emi- 
grated from  England  and  located  in  New  Bedford 
before  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  maternal 
ancestors  are  also  said  to  have  been  English.  The 
original  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  his  parents  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and 
located  on  the  tract  of  land  which  is  his  present 
home  and  which  is  now  known  as  Howlandsburg. 
Edward  K.  Howland  was  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  Ross  Township,  having  come  hither  with 
his  family  in  1836.  He  here  made  his  home  until 
his  death,  September  12,  1881. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  six 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living:  Simpson, 
our  subject;  Mary,  the  wife  of  H.  D.  Palmer,  and 
Margaret,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Martin.  Mr.  Howland  was 
reared  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  this  locality, 
whose  hardships  and  privations  have  made  a  last- 
ing impression  on  his  mind.  He  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools  of  that  period,  but, 
making  the  best  of  his  opportunities,  became  a 
well-read  and  intelligent  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Simpson  Howland  was  married,  March 
1),  1848,  to  Miss  Sarah  Berger,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  to  them  have  been  granted  a  fam- 
ily of  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased. 
They  bear  the  respective  names  of  Dewitt,  deceased; 
Alice  v.,  Mrs.  James  Spier;  and  Albert  O.  The 
father  of  our  subject  erected  the  pioneer  gristmill 
in  this  section,  which  is  now  the  property  of  the 
original  of  this  sketch.  He  also  built  and  operated 
a  sawmill  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  ver}^ 
prominent  in  business  circles. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  occupied  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  for  years  served 
as  Supervisor  and  Treasurer  of  Ross  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County.  He  was  also  Township  Asses- 
sor and  very  active  in  all  local  affairs.  Mr  How- 
land was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1875 
and  re-elected  in  1877,  serving  with  due  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  While 
a  member  of  that  body,  he  officiated  as  Chairman 
on  the  important  committees  of  Fisheries  and  Muni- 
cipal Corporations. 

The  Hon.  Simpson  Howland  is  the  proprietor  of 


a  large  farm  in  this  section  and  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successful  in  all  his  undertakings.  He 
is  virtuall}^  a  self-made  man,  as  his  vast  possessions 
are  the  result  of  his  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment. In  early  life  a  Whig,  our  subject  now  casts 
his  vote  and  influence  in  favor  of  Republican 
candidates.  Although  not  a  member  of  any  par- 
ticular denomination,  Mr.  Howland  is  a  liberal  and 
cheerful  contributor  to  all  the  various  religious 
organizations  and  is  in  favor  of  all  movements 
which  have  for  their  object  the  uplifting  and  up- 
building of  his  community. 

Mrs.  Howland  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Hannah  (King)  Berger,  prominent  pioneers  of 
Calhoun  County,  where  they  bear  the  reputation 
of  honest  upright  people. 


^.  NSON  D.  P.  VAN  BUREN.  This  gentle- 
J§^/Lji  man,  who  resides  in  Galesburgh,  is  the  pres- 
ent Clerk  of  Comstock  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  and  in  addition  to  the  du- 
ties of  this  office  he  carries  on  a  splendid  insurance 
business.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  born  in  Kinder  hook 
Townsliip,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  the  date 
thereof  being  April  21,  1822.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  the  same  place  as  was  our  subject,  and 
was  a  cousin  of  ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
The  elder  Mr.  Van  Buien  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  in  1826  removed  from  his  native  place 
to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1836,  the  date  of  his  coming  to  Michigan. 
He  located  near  Battle  Creek,  in  the  then  Terri- 
tory, where  he  entered  a  tract  of  land  from  the 
Government.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  strong  temperance 
man.  He  passed  from  this  life  in  1866.  The 
maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was  Olive 
Jay,  a  descendant  of  Gov.  John  Jay,  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Van  Buren  was  born  in  Little  Falls,  N.  Y^, 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  She  met  and  was 
married  to  the  father  of  our  subject  in  Columbia 
County  and  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried and  have  homes  of  their  own.  Mary  married 
L.  D.  Spence  and  resides  in  California;   Sarah  be- 
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came  Mrs.  E.  Dickinson  and  died  in  Chillicotlie, 
Mo.;  Atlanta  married  George  W.  Spencer,  and 
died  at  Tiiree  Rivers,  this  State;  Eliza,  who  is  de- 
ceased, married  Benjamin  M.  King,  who  was  a 
very  early  settler  and  prominent  man  in  this  State. 
Martin  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent residing  in  Cass  County;  Harriet  married  Isaac 
Smith,  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  makes  her  home 
in  Charleston  Township;  Ephraim  also  came  to 
this  State  in  1836,  and  for  a  number  of  years  re- 
sided in  Battle  Creek;  he  now  makes  his  home  in 
Allegan  County,  where  he  has  a  fine  fruit  farm. 
Abner  J.  made  this  State  his  home  in  1840,  but 
is  now  residing  in  Charleston  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  of 
the  parental  family  and  came  to  the  Wolverine 
State  with  his  parents  as  early  as  1836.  He  re- 
ceived his  first  schooling  in  Whitestown,  N.  Y. 
He  became  a  teacher  in  1838,  having  charge  of  a 
school  in  Battle  Creek  Township,  Calhoun  County, 
this  State.  He  occupied  that  position  until  1843, 
and  then  attended  for  four  years  a  branch  of 
the  Michigan  University  at  Kalamazoo.  He  later 
took  a  course  of  study  in  the  Michigan  University 
at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  finished  liis  studies 
in  1849.  He  was  then  given  charge  of  the  Battle 
Creek  High  School,  where  he  taught  one  year,  and 
then  took  charge  of  the  Union  school,  at  the  same 
place,  for  one  year.  He  organized  the  first  school 
in  Dow^agiac,  this  State,  and  went  South  to  Miss- 
issippi, in  1857,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  peda- 
gogue in  an  academy  established  by  the  wealthy 
planters  of  that  section. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Van  Buren  returned  to  Michigan 
and  wrote  a  book  entitled  '%Tottmgs  of  the  South,'' 
which  had  a  good  sale.  Our  subject  taught 
his  last  school  in  the  academy  at  Climax,  this 
county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married,  in  1856, 
to  Mary  L.  Gilson,  of  Reading,  Pa.  The  young 
couple  then  located  in  Galesburgh,  where  Mr.  Yan 
Buren  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  repre- 
senting several  fire  insurance  companies.  He  has 
hisld  the  position  of  Township  Clerk  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  He  has  been  a  correspondent  of  tlic 
Detroit  Post^  now  the  Detroit  Tnbv,ne^  since  its  in- 


corporation. He  also  holds  a  like  position  on  the 
Battle  Creek  Journal  and  many  other  papers.  Mr. 
Yan  Buren  is  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Michigan  Pioneer  Historical  Society  of  this  State, 
with  which  body  he  has  been  connected  for  six- 
teen years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  is  a  correspondent  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  Yan  Buren  is  one  of  the  committee  of  the 
Kalamazoo  County  Pioneers'  Societj^,  in  which  or- 
ganization he  is  a  historian.  He  is  a  strong  tem- 
perance man  and  has  been  an  active  worker  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  prohibition  in  this  section. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
is  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the 
county. 


^''^-^ARWIN  McKEE,  who  follows  farming  on 
section  24,  Decatur  Township,  is  one  of  the 
worthy  citizens  which  New  York  has  fur- 
nished to  A^an  Buren  County.  He  comes  of  an  old 
New  England  family.  His  father,  Chancey  Mc- 
Kee,  was  born  in  Old  Hartford,  Conn.,  February  3, 
1794,  and,  when  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  In 
1810,  he  married  a  daughter  of  Judge  Edmonds 
of  that  countj^,  and  six  years  later  removed  with 
his  wdfe  and  two  children  to  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  operating  it  un- 
til 1844.  He  then  bought  land  north  of  John- 
son's Creek,  in  Niagara  County,  and  there  resided 
until  his  death  on  the  26th  of  August,  1875.  His 
first  wife  having  died,  he  married  Lucy  Loomis,  a 
native  of  Rutland,  Yt.  Three  children,  all  yet 
living,  were  born  of  the  first  union :  Milo,  a  shoe 
manufacturer,  of  Middleport,  N.  Y.;  Clarissa,  wid- 
ow of  David  Hulbert,  and  a  resident  of  the  Em  • 
pire  State,  and  Lewis,  who  served  throughout  the 
late  war  as  one  of  the  boys  in  blue.  Seven  sons 
were  born  of  the  second  union,  but  only  thre(; 
grew  to  manhood:  Edwin,  a  farmer  of  Hartland, 
N.  Y.;  Darwin,  of  this  notice,  and  Delos,  an  agri- 
culturist of    North    Dakota*     in  early   life,   the 
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father  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  bat  m  later  years  joined  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist.  He  lived  a  devoted  Christian  life,  and 
at  his  death  many  friends  mourned  his  loss.  His 
second  wife,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  church, 
died  in  Royal  town,  N.  Y.,  in  1845. 

Darwin  McKee  was  born  in  Royaltown,  August 
8,  1828,  and  there  acquired  his  education.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  went  with  his  father  to  Hart- 
land,  Niagara  County,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when,  in  1855,  he 
came  to  Michigan,  hoping  to  better  his  financial 
condition  by  removing  westward.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  having  been  married  some 
years  previous.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Adelia 
Andrus,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  June  29, 
1834,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Abel  Andrus,  of  Ver- 
mont, who  removed  to  the  Empire  State  in  an 
early  day.  On  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr.  McKee 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  heavily  timbered,  and  it 
was  no  easy  task  to  clear  it,  but  with  character- 
istic energy  he  began  the  work,  and  in  the  course 
of  time  where  once  stood  the  monarchs  of  the 
forest  heaving  fields  of  grain  met  the  eye.  A 
cabin  home  sheltered  the  family  until  about  six 
years  ago,  when  a  comfortable  frame  residence 
was  erected.  Other  substantial  improvements 
have  been  made,  which  add  to  the  value  and  at- 
tractive appearance  of  the  place. 

The  family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  num- 
bered six  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living: 
Benjamin  Franklin,  born  January  5,  1856,  is  now 
faming  near  Lakeside,  Mich.;  Leonard  Cole,  born' 
in  Royaltown,  N.  Y.,  October  31,  1858,  aids  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm;  Darwin,  born  in 
Hartland,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  I860,  resides  in  Decatur 
Township  with  his  wife  and  two  children;  Ella 
Dell,  born  February  14,  1862,  died  May  13,  1865; 
Hattie,  born  January  20,  1866,  in  Decatur  Town- 
ship, is  now  the  wife  of  Allison  Ives,  a  resident 
farmer  of  that  township;  and  Sarah  Eleanor,  born 
June  25,  1874,  is  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  McKee  is  an  independent  Republican  in 
politics,  has  served  two  years  on  thelSchool  Board, 
and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  stanch 
friend.  It  has  been  his  earnest  desire  to  give  to 
his  children  good  educations,  thus  fitting  them  for 


the  practical  duties  of  life,  and  he  has  lived  to  see 
them  become  useful  men  and  women,  and  re- 
spected members  of  society.  His  farm  comprises 
eighty  acres,  and,  in  connection  with  general 
farming,  he  engages  in  fruit-growing,  which  adds 
not  a  little  to  his  income.  The  principal  products 
which  he  raises  are  wheat,  corn,  oats,  potatoes, 
grapes  and  peaches. 


f    I    t    I    i       \  i     \ 


VA.  ENGLE,  M.  D.  Probably  there  is  no 
more  respected  citizen  of  Van  Buren 
County  than  the  gentleman  whose  por- 
trait and  life-sketch  we  present  to  our  readers,  and 
who  is  practicing  his  profession  in  Hartford.  He 
was  born  in  1827,  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  reach  mature  years 
and  become  heads  of  families. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Sarah 
(Alvord)  Engle.  The  father  was  born  in  German- 
town,  Pa.,  about  1795  and  was  a  son  of  J.  W. 
Engle,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
was  a  very  prominent  gentleman  and  was  elected 
many  times  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature.  The  Engle  family  came  originally 
from  Germany  and  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  participated  in  the  noted  Germantown 
battle. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  to  mature  years  in 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Alfred  of  that  county.  He  came 
to  Michigan  in  1855,  and  began  the  study  of  med- 
icine in  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1856.  Later  he 
located  in  Hartford  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  is  the  oldest  practicing  physician 
in  the  village  and  his  pleasant  and  genial  manners 
never  fail  to  make  warm  friends  for  him  wherever 
he  goes.  He  engaged  in  the  drug  business  about 
1875  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  stores  in  Hart- 
ford. 

Dr.  Engle  was  married  in  1863  to  Mrs.  Emily  D. 
Woolsey,  daughter  of  Daniel  Van  Auken,  of  Bangor. 
Mrs.  Engle  had  one  son  by  her   former  marriage, 
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Fred  F.,  who  is  employed  in  the  store  of  our  subject. 
Of  her  union  with  Dr.  Kngle  have  been  born  two 
children:  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Ingalls, 
and  Manlius  A.,  at  Big  Rapids.  Our  subject  is 
connected  with  the  Methodist  p]piscopal  Church 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical 
Society  in  which  organization  he  is  very  promi- 
nent, being  one  of  its  oldest  adherents.  Dr.  Engle 
is  very  talented  as  a  poet  and  in  1883  had  a  book 
of  poems  published  which  has  received  many  com- 
mendations. He  has  at  present  a  work  of  poems 
ready  for  publication.  He  was  Postmaster  of  Hart- 
ford for  ten  years,  being  appointed  to  that  position 
by  President  Lincoln.  Dr.  Engle  stands  ver}^  high 
in  professional  circles  and  ranks  among  the  skill- 
ful and  progressive  phj^sicians  of  Van  Buren 
County. 


ellARLES  C.  REYNOLDS.  This  represen- 
tative farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Alamo 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  owns  one 
hundred  and  two  acres  of  land  on  sections  34  and 
35.  His  estate  is  embellished  with  a  large  and 
handsome  residence,  and  all  the  farm  buildings 
which  best  subserve  the  interests  of  an  agricultur- 
ist. In  addition  to  raising  the  cereals,  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds devotes  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention 
to  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  Merino 
sheep,  raising  the  latter  for  breeding  purposes. 

Charles  C.  Reynolds  is  a  native  of  the  above- 
named  township  and  county,  his  birth  occurring 
November  3,  1849.  His  father  was  George  W. 
Reynolds,  a  native  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  who 
came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1837.  Locating  in 
Alamo  Township,  he  entered  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  among  the  vevy  earliest  settlers 
of  the  county.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  very  fond  of 
hunting,  and  found  many  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
play his  talent  as  a  good  marksman.  George 
W.  Reynolds  cleared  and  improved  his  land,  and 
died  April  12,  1888,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of 
his  age. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Elvira  Ford,  and  her  native  State,  Ohio.  She  is 
still  living,  and  has  become  the  mother  of  seven 


children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  Our  sub- 
ject was  given  a  common-school  education,  and 
resided  under  the  parental  roof ,  assisting  his  father 
in  improving  the  new  farm,  until  twentj^-seven 
years  of  age.  He  purchased  his  present  home 
about  1874,  and  was  married  two  years  later  to  Hat- 
tie  Brocka  way,  a  native  of  this  State.  Mrs.  Hattie 
Reynolds  died  October  7,  1883,  and  left  one  daugh- 
ter, Bessie.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  again  married  in 
1888,  this  time  to  Christina  Rutherford,  a  native  of 
Canada.  She  came  to  Michigan  when  quite  young, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Christina 
(Brockie)  Rutherford,  natives  of  Scotland,  where 
they  were  married.  Mrs.  Rutherford  died  in  1874, 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living,  with  one  exception.  The 
father  is  a  farmer  in  Oshtemo  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  have  two  children:  Fan- 
nie O.  and  Charles  Raymond.  In  politics,  our  sub- 
ject is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  many  of  the  lo- 
cal offices  of  his  township.  He  is  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  throughout  the  community,  and 
is  making  a  success  of  his  calling,  as  farmer  and 
stock-raiser. 


r/  OVEL  R.  HOYT.  The  village  of  School- 
craft is  the  home  of  a  number  of  gentlemen 
who  are  prominently  connected  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and 
are  the  owners  of  large  and  highly  improved 
farms.  The  estate  which  Mr.  Hoyt  owns  and  man- 
ages is  pleasantly  situated  on  section  3,  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  and  the  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  which  it  comprises  are  finely  cultivated  and 
embellished  with  good  farm  buildings.  Although 
he  supervises  its  management,  his  home  is  in 
Schoolcraft,  where  he  occupies  a  neat  and  tastily 
furnished  residence. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected 
in  the  county,  and  its  members  have  aided  greatly 
in  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of 
Prairie  Ronde  Township.     Lovel  R.  is  one  of  a 
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family  numbering  thirteen  children,  whose  father, 
Ransford  C,  now  passed  from  the  scenes  of  earth, 
was  for  many  years  identified  with  this  township. 
For  further  information  in  regard  to  the  parental 
history,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  biography  of 
R.  C.  Hoyt,  which  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

In  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  he  was  born 
March  18,  1843,  Lovel  R.  Hoyt  passed  the  years  of 
his  boyhood  and  j^outhln  a  somewhat  uneventful 
manner,  his  school  studies  being  varied  by  the  us- 
ual childish  sports  as  well  as  the  work  incident  to 
farm  life.  Having  passed  his  entire  life  on  a  farm, 
be  is  perfectly  familiar  with  agriculture  m  its  va- 
rious departments,  and  is  a  successful  and  practical 
farmer.  He  and  his  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Eva  R.  Keen,  of  Porter  Township,  Van  Buren 
County,  are  the  parents  of  two  bright  and  talented 
children,  Lena  and  Ira,  who  are  at  home  with  their 
parents. 


M>^^<m^ 


^^EORGE  H.  AVELDIN  is  successfully  cul- 
|[  ^_.  tivating  a  portion  of  the  soil  on  section  3, 
^^^  Porter  Township,  Van  Buren  County.  His 
father,  Lewis  H.  Weldin,  was  born  in  1798,  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother 
was  Betsey  Merritt,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  elder  Mr.  Weldin  went  to  the  Keystone  State 
when  a  young  man  and  there  met  and  married  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  They  remained  there  but 
a  short  time,  however,  and  in  1834  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  rented  the  Kidsey  farm  in  Washtenaw 
County  which  he  operated  three  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1837,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
came  to  Van  Buren  County  and  settled  on  a  farm 
on  section  21,  Porter  Township,  which  the  father 
entered  from  the  Government.  His  estate,  which 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  was 
all  wild  land  and  located  between  Lake  Cedar  and 
Grass  Lake.  His  nearest  neighbors  on  the  east  and 
west  at  that  time  were  about  three  miles  distant. 
He  cleared  and  cultivated  his  farm  and  continued 
to  make  it  his  abiding-i)lace  for  thirteen  years, 
erecting  thereon  a  frame  house  which  was  the  first 


nice  residence  in  Porter  Township.  He  also  built 
the  first  frame  barn  in  that  locality  and  otherwise 
greatly  improved  his  farm. 

Mr.  Weldin,  Sr.,  in  1850  removed  to  section  8 
of  the  above-named  township  and  again  com- 
menced the  work  of  improving  a  raw  farm.  The 
frame  house  which  he  erected  on  the  place  was 
burned,  but  he  soon  replaced  it  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  had  become  the  owner  of  a  splendid  tract 
of  land.  His  good  wife  died  in  1850,  which  broke 
into  the  plans  which  he  had  made  of  moving  to 
Iowa.  He  survived  his  companion  a  number  of 
years  and  died  in  1865,  having  become  the  parent 
of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  W^eldin  was  a  minister  in  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church. 

George  H.  Weldin  was  the  sixth  child  in  the 
parental  family  and  was  born  in  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  November  20,  1839;  he  was  an 
infant  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  to  Van 
Buren  County.  He  attended  the  first  schoolhouse 
in  the  township,  which  was  built  of  logs,  until 
reaching  his  fifteenth  year.  He  was  very  ambitious 
to  become  a  well-educated  man,  however,  and, 
making  his  home  with  an  uncle  in  Wisconsin,  he 
sawed  wood  to  pay  for  his  tuition.  He  later  made 
quite  a  trip  in  company  with  his  father  through 
the  Western  States  and  then  returned  home. 

Purchasing  a  tract  of  raw  land  in  Pine  Grove 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  our  subject  cleared 
twenty  acres  of  it  and  then  sold  his  estate.  He 
was  married,  January  26,  1862,  to  Miss  Margery 
Turner,  a  native  of  England,  her  birth  occurring 
in  February,  1837.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weldin  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  viz:  Lewis  II.,  who  mar- 
ried Annie  Peterson,  lives  at  Lawton;  Cora,  who 
married  Henry  Mauk,  has  two  children  and  makes 
her  home  in  Porter  Township;  Nora  el.,  Mrs.  J. 
Darsey,  lives  in  Michigan  Cit}^;  Merritt  resides  at 
home. 

Mr.  Weldin  rented  and  operated  his  father's  farm 
a  twelvemonth,  then  removed  to  section  10,  where 
he  remained  for  several  years  and  then  located 
permanently  on  his  present  farm.  His  possessions 
include  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  of 
excellent  land,  twenty-five  of  which  are  inside  the 
corporate  limits  of  Lawton.      Forty  acres  of  Ms 
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property  are  devoted  to  a  vineyard,  and  although 
he  does  a  general  farming  business,  he  gives  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  fruit  culture. 

Mrs.  Margery  Weldin  died  in  1884  and  July  3, 
1890,  our  subject  was  married  to  Marilla  Smith,  a 
native  of  Lake  County,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of 
G.  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Billington)  Ray.  Her  par- 
ents had  a  large  family  of  thirteen.  They  are  both 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Weldin  was  born  August  16, 
1839,  and  with  her  husband  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Lawton,  in  which 
body  Mr.  Weldin  is  Steward  and  Trustee.  They 
are  both  active  in  Sunday-school  work  and  our 
subject  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  same. 

Socially,  he  of  whom  we  write  was  a  member  of 
the  Grange,  in  which  order  he  was  Lecturer  for 
seven  years,  and  was  Steward  of  the  County 
Grange.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Farmer's  Club 
and  was  its  first  Vice-president.  He  has  been 
School  Director  and  Treasurer  and  was  Collector  of 
rate  Bills.  In  politics,  he  was  in  early  life  a  Re- 
publican and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln ;  he  now  votes  the  Prohibition  ticket  and  is 
Secretary  of  the  County  Committee  of  that  body. 


^♦♦♦♦/i 


^*j»«j»:ij»«5«\ 


CYRUS  THAYER,  who  represents  Cooper 
Township  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  is  a  prominent  and 
progressive  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  His  fi^ne  farm, 
which  is  valued  at  about  $26,000,  comprises  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  sections  15  and  16,  be- 
sides eighty  acres  on  section  20.  While  he  raises 
the  various  cereals,  he  makes  a  specialty  of  wheat, 
of  which  his  average  crop  is  three  thousand 
bushels.  In  1889,  he  planted  ninety-six  acres  in 
wheat,  and  harvested  three  thousand  bushels,  or 
over  thirty  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Nahum  P.  Thayer,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Canada  in  1801,  and  followed  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter.  In  1827,  he  emigrated  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  what  is  now  Springwells  Township, 
Wayne  County,  where  he  continued  work  at  his 
trade,  and  also  cleared  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  On  account  of  service  as  Colonel  in 
the  Black  Hawk  War,  he  was  familiarly  known  as 


Col.  Thayer.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
was  closely  identified  with  the  progress  of  the 
community  until  his  death,  in  1851. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  and  lived  to  the  great  age  of 
nearly  one  hundred  years.  Lavina  (Swick)  Thayer, 
our  subject's  mother,  was  born  in  Canada  in 
1808,  and  passed  from  earth  about  1884.  Her 
family  comprised  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living.  Cyrus,  who  was  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  July  4, 
1832.  After  receiving  a  limited  education  in  the 
pioneer  log  schoolhouse  of  the  district,  he  started 
out  for  himself  in  the  fall  of  1850,  and  worked  on 
the  Flint  &  Saginaw  plank  road,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  only  one  house  and  barn  in  East  Sagi- 
naw. 

March  1,  1852,  Mr.  Thayer  came  to  Kalamazoo 
and  aided  in  building  the  plank  road  between 
Kalamazoo  and  Grand  Rapids.  June  1,  of  the 
following  year,  he  took  passage  on  the  ship  "In- 
dependence" from  New  Y^ork,  and  while  en  route 
to  California  was  wrecked  on  the  island  of  Mar- 
garetta,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  When  the  ship  was 
about  four  miles  from  the  island,  it  struck  a 
rock  and  sprang  a  leak;  an  effort  was  made  to 
reach  the  island,  but  within  one-half  mile  of  tlie 
port  the  vessel  caught  on  fire  and  the  passengers 
were  obliged  to  jump  overboard,  about  three  hun- 
dred being  drowned. 

Leaving  his  money  and  clothes  on  board  shii), 
Mr.  Thayer  plunged  into  the  water  and  a  short 
time  after  was  rescued  by  a  whaling- vessel.  Among 
the  rescued  passengers  were  about  twelve  ladies. 
For  four  days  and  nights  they  remained  on  the 
island  without  food  or  drink,  and  their  sufferings 
cannot  be  described.  During  the  first  day  a  child 
was  born,  and  was  named  Margaretta.  When  San 
Francisco  was  reached,  a  purse  of  $100,000  was 
presented  to  the  mother  and  child,  the  husband 
and  father  having  perished  with  the  ship. 

For  four  months,  Mr.  Thayer  remained  in  the 
mines  of  California,  on  the  north  folk  of  the 
American  River,  after  which  he  was  employed  in 
making  shingles  until  he  returned  East,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  one  year.  The  ship  which  he  boarded  ; 
at  San  Francisco  took  fire,  but  the  flames  were  ex- 
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tinguished  before  serious  damage  was  done.  After 
his  return  to  Kalamazoo  County,  he  settled  in 
Cooper's  Township,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
About  1873,  he  purchased  his  pi-esent  farm,  which 
he  has  greatly  improved. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Thayer  to  Miss  Adeline 
M.  Smith  took  place  July  25,  1852.  Mrs.  Thayer 
was  born  in  Cooper,  December  9,  1836,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Ann  D.  (Stearnes)  Smith,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Ohio  and  New  York.  They 
became  early  settlers  of  Cooper  Township,  where 
he  passed  away  December  3,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
four-score  and  one.  Mrs.  Smith  died  October  4, 
1887,  when  sixty-seven  years  old.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  survive. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thayer  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Almira  M.,  wife  of  Charles 
Fisk,  railroad  agent  at  Ypsilanti;  Ira,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Iva  B., 
wife  of  Frank  Lillie,  who  is  with  the  McCormick 
Reaper  Company,  in  Kalamazoo;  Ida,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Fisher,  a  farmer  in  Cooper  Township; 
Ada  A.,  an  accomplished  pianist  and  teacher  of 
instrumental  music;  Myrtice  M.,  a  graduate  from 
the  Kalamazoo  High  School  of  the  Class  of  '92; 
Charles  M.  and  Edna  M.,  who  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Thayer  is  a  Democrat  politically,  and  has 
served  as  a  delegate  to  county,  district  and  State 
conventions.  He  was  Treasurer  two  years,and  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  Supervisor.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  Director  in  his  school  district,  and 
is  greatly  interested  in  educational  matters.  He  has 
been  a  Mason  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  is 
identified  with  Cooper  Lodge,  No.  149.  Mrs. 
Thayer  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  faith  of  which  the  children  have  been 
reared. 


"v^]  DMOND  M.  PRESTON.  Too  much  praise 
b]  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  those  brave  pio- 
/■' — ^;  neers,  who,  during  the  early  days  of  this 
State,  came  hither  and  hewed  a  path  for  coming 
civilization.  Much  danger  fell  to  their  lot  and 
many  hardships  had  to  be  endured,  ere  they  could 
clear  the  land  and  begin   the  cultivation  of  the 


soil.  On  every  hand  they  were  exposed  to  perils, 
nor  were  they  less  in  danger  from  the  insidious 
foes — miasma,  and  fever  and  ague — caused  by  the 
upturning  of  the  sod,  than  they  were  from  wild 
animals  and  savages.  Many  of  the  early  settlers 
died  before  they  reaped  the  rewards  of  their  hard 
labor,  but,  fortunately,  some  have  survived  to  en- 
J03'  these  days  of  prosperity,  and  among  the  latter 
class  is  Mr.  Preston,  a  farmer  of  Arlington  Town- 
ship, A^an  Buren  County. 

Vermont  was  the  native  home  of  Mr.  Preston 
and,  at  White  River  Junction,  he  was  born  in  1820. 
He  is  one  of  two  children,  the  other  being  Elisha, 
who  died  when  fifteen  years  old.  His  parents  were 
Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Wheeler)  Preston,  probably 
natives  of  Vermont.  The  maternal  grandparents 
of  our  subject  were  Jonas  H.  and  Amy  (Parkers) 
Wheeler,  with  whom  our  subject  remained  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  old.  At  that  age,  he  located  in 
Pennsylvania,  sojourning  in  that  State  for  three 
years,  whence  he  removed  to  New  York,  where 
he  remained  seven  years.  In  both  States  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  but  he  w^as  not  satis- 
fied to  remain  in  the  East,  when  the  West  offered 
such  glowing  opportunities  to  the  young. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Preston  removed  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling in  Arlington  Township,  Van  Buren  County 
where  he  has  since  resided.  His  occupation  has 
always  been  that  of  a  farmer,  and  he  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  latest  methods  of  developing 
the  soil  and  rotating  crops  so  as  to  produce  the 
best  results.  For  forty  years  he  has  made  his  home 
at  his  present  place  and  is  therefore  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Arlington  Township.  He  was 
married  in  1849,  his  bride  being  Miss  Anna  E., 
daughter  of  J.  P.  and  Charlotte  (Gray)  Fisk,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1806.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fisk  reared  a  family  of  seven  children. 
They  came  to  Van  Buren  County  in  1843,  and 
here  both  passed  awa^^ 

Three  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Preston,  but  only  one  of  whom,  Orra, 
lived  to  mature  years.  He  married  and  settled  in 
New  Buffalo.  He  was  a  conductor  on  the  Chicago 
&  West  Michigan  Railroad,  and  lost  his  life  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty.  At  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1886,  he  left  two  children,  Ethel  M.  and 
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Nina  A.  Politically,  Mr.  Preston  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  in  his  social 
connections  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternit}', 
belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Lawrence. 


'^  OSIAH  LOEHR,  who  owns  and  manages  a 
farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  on  sections  25  and  26,  Columbia 
^^  Township,  is  honored  as  one  of  the  early 
settlers  who  have  developed  the  resources  of  Van 
Buren  County,  and  as  one  of  the  patriotic  and 
courageous  defenders  of  our  Government  during 
the  Civil  War.  He  is  descended  from  German  an- 
cestors, his  grandparents,  John  J.  and  Mary  E. 
(Snider)  Loehr, having  emigrated  from  the  Father- 
land in  1820  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  In 
1838,  Grandfather  Loehr  removed  to  Stark  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  He  was 
an  upright  man  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of 
five  children,  namely:  Frederick  P.,  Otilda,  Mary 
E.;  John  J.,  Jr.  and  Louisa,  all  of  whom  were  born 
in  Germany,  with  the  exception  of  the  youngest. 
John  J.  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
August  26,  1814,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to 
the  United  States.  He  received  a  common-school 
education  in  Pennsylvania  and  learned  the  trade  of 
a  wheelwright.  Ids  specialty  being  spinning  wheels. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  followed 
farming  pursuits  and  was  successful  in  accumulat- 
ing a  modest  competency.  His  death  occurred  in 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  April  4,  1888,  when  he  was 
about  seventy-four  years  old. 

Catherine  (Shearer)  Loehr,  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Maple  ton.  Stark  County,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 14, 1819,  and  died  December  30,1891.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  born  of  her  union  with  Mr.  Loehr,  Jr., 
viz:  Caroline,  Josiali,  Washington,  Reuben,  Henry 
S.,  John  J.,  Edwin,  Charles,  George  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy), and  Lincoln*  Washington  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  died  at  the  hospital  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn., 


November  29,  1863. 


John  J.  and  Catherine  Loehr 


were  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they 
resided.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Henry  and  Dorothy  (Grimm)  Shearer,  natives, 
respectively,  of  York  and  Beaver  Counties,  Pa. 
He^was  a  weaver  by  trade  and  also  engaged  in 
farming  operations  during  a  portion  of  his  life. 
He  and  his  wife  reared  three  children:  George, 
Catherine  and  John. 

Ohio  was  the  native  State  of  our  subject,  and  m 
Stark  County  he  was  born,  August  30,  1840.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm  and  made  use 
of  the  common-school  education  which  he  received 
by  following  for  one  term  the  profession  of  a 
teacher.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Smyrna  and  Murfrees- 
boro, Tenn.  In  December,  1863,  on  account  of 
illness,  he  was  sent  to  hospital  No.  2,  at  Murfrees- 
boro, and,  after  regaining  his  health,  was  detached 
from  regular  service  and  remained  a  nurse  in  the 
hospital  until  May,  1864.  He  then  rejoined  his 
regiment  and  remained  at  Murfreesboro  until 
ordered  home  m  1865,  receiving  his  discharge  in 
July  of  that  year,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  August,  1865,  Mr.  Loehr  came  to  Blooming- 
dale,  this  State,  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  26,  Columbia 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. With  the  aid  of  his  excellent  wife,  he  has 
accumulated  a  comfortable  property  and  is  now 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of  the  commu- 
nity. His  farm  is  embellished  with  a  set  of  good 
buildings,  and  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Loehr  was  married,  January  6, 
1867,  to  Cordelia  A.  Weaver,  who  was  born  in 
Canton,  Ohio,  December  15, 1845.  Mrs.  Loehr  is  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Baer)  Weaver.  Her 
father  w^as  born  near  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker  and  a  carpenter 
in  various  portions  of  the  Buckeye  State.  For 
thirteen  years  he  was  a  resident  of  Milford,  Ind., 
whence  he  removed  to  Breeds ville,  this  State,  in 
1865,  and  to  Kalamazoo  in  1844.  In  the  last  men- 
tioned place,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
until  his  death,  April  24,  1888,  at  the  age  of  four- 
score and  ten.     He  served  with  efficiency  as  Justice 
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of  the  Peace  and  in  other  local  ofllces.  Mrs.  Weaver 
still  survives, as  do  also  three  of  her  five  children: 
Cordelia  A.,  Zella  A.  and  Josepliine. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loehr  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  live  children,  namely:  May 
E.,  Harvey  L.,  Edwin  J.,  Clara  L.  and  Arthur  C. 
Jn  their  religious  convictions,  Mr.  and  Mro.  Loelu' 
are  identified  witli  the  Lutheran  Church.  It  has 
been  by  arduous  exertion  alone  that  Mr.  Loehr  has 
accumulated  his  present  property,  and  he  may 
justly  be  termed  a  self-made  man,  as  everything 
he  now  has  represents  the  toil  of  his  hands  and 
brain.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  best  improved  in  the 
township,  and  the  air  of  thrift  pervading  the  place 
bespeaks  the  industry  and  energy  of  the  proprie- 
tor. 


i^^H^i 


DIIILO  M.  BROWN,  one  of  the  representa- 
)  tive  farmers  residing  in  Pine  Grove  Town- 
sliip.  Van  Buren  County,  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
B.  Brown,  a  native  of  Pittsford,  Yt.,  born 
August  15,  1800.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner 
by  trade.  The  mother  was  Fannie  (Pike)  Brown, 
a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  born  in  1804.  They 
were  married  in  Vermont,  and  removed  to  New- 
York  State,  and  thence  to  Warren  County,  Pa., 
wliere  they  resided  until  1849,  and  at  tliat  time 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  AVaverly  Town- 
ship, this  county,  on  a  wild  farm.  Neighbors  were 
very  scarce,  and  the  land  was  all  very  lieavily  tim- 
bered. He  worked  at  his  trade  and  resided  there 
until  1865,  when  he  decided  to  come  to  Pine  Grove 
Mills,  and  remained  here  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying 
in  November,  1886.  The  mother  died  February  9, 
1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
five  now  surviving.  Seven  of  the  sons  served  in 
tlie  Civil  War,  and  Erastus  was  a  prisoner  at  An- 
derson ville.  The  father  gave  but  little  attention 
to  politics,  but  alw^ays  took  an  interest  in  good 
schools  and  gave  his  children  good  educations. 
The  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist 
Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest 
child  and  was  born  December  4,  1847,  in  Warren 
County,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  but  two 


years  old.  He  lias  always  beeh  a  farmer  and  re- 
mained at  home  and  cared  for  liis  parents  when 
they  were  old.  He  was  married  June  26,  1869,  to 
Amanda  M.  Myers,  a  native  of  this  county.  He 
settled  on  his  present  farm  of  wild  and  unbroken 
land  in  1865  and  has  improved  the  farm  himself. 
It  consists  of  seventy-five  acres,  and  adjoins  the 
village  of  Pine  Grove  Mills,  his  residence  being  in 
the  village.  Mrs.  Brown  passed  from  this  life  May 
3,  1873.  The  original  of  this  sketch  was  a  second 
time  united  in  marriage,  taking  as  his  wife,  April 
15,  1875,  Miss  Hattie  Gallon,  a  native  of  England, 
having  been  born  there  in  1850,  and  come  to 
America  when  a  child. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  has  held  all  the  offices  in  that  lodge,  except 
Chancellor  Commander.  He  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  laying  out  Pine  Grove  Mills,  a  large  part 
of  wiiich  lies  on  his  farm.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  has  never  had  an 3^  desire 
for  oflficial  positions.  Mr.  Brown  and  his  family 
are  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  their  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintances  for  their  sagacious,  indus- 
trious and  honest  habits. 


iJi-^-i^ti^^ 


z5o- 


^^EORGE  S.  HOWARD.  What  are  now  uni- 
II  (— ,  versally  conceded  to  be  the  best  families  of 
^^j!  America  are  those  who  through  gener- 
ations have  evinced  those  sterling  qualities  of 
manly  worth  and  womanly  virtues  which  have 
helped  to  elevate  the  general  communit}^  Such  a 
family  is  that  which  is  represented  by  our  subject, 
who  is  occupying  a  pleasant  home  situated  on  sec- 
tion 6,  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County. 

George  S.  Howard  was  the  youngest  of  six 
children  comprising  the  family  of  Stephen  and 
Eliza  (Payne)  Howard,  his  birth  occurring  on  the 
old  homestead  on  section  6,  December  21,  1848. 
He  was  there  reared  to  man's  estate,  attending  the 
common  schools  and  performing  such  duties  upon 
the  farm  as  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  farmer's  son. 

Miss  Pearly  L.  Prouty  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Howard,  the  date  of  their  marriage  being  Decem- 
ber 21,  1871.  Mrs.  Howard  was  the  daughter  of 
Leander  S.  and  Almira  (Crandall)  Prouty,  and  the 
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sister  of  the  wife  of  William  A.  (libbs.  Her  birtli 
occurred  in  Allegan,  October  16,  1852.  By  her 
union  with  our  subject  liave  been  born  three  chil- 
dren: Stephen  J.,  Alice  M,  and  George  L.  S.  Mr. 
Howard  has  always  been  actirely  interested  in  all 
measures  that  have  for  their  object  the  upbuilding 
and  development  of  his  community  and  is  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs.  Politicall}^,  he  casts  his 
vote  and  influence  in  favor  of  Republican  candi- 
dates. He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No.  22, 
F.  (feA.M. 

Mr.  Howard  has  always  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  at  present  is 
the  possessor  of  an  estate  including  one  hundred 
acres,  which  is  thoroughly  cultivated  so  as  to  bring 
the  best  returns  to  its  owner. 


RS.  LUCINDA  (HINSDALE)  STONE. 
This  venerable  lady  is  not  only  esteemed 
by  the  citizens  of  Kalamazoo,  but  occupies 
a  warm  place  in  the  affection  of  many  of 
the  foremost  men  and  women  of  the  State.  She 
was  born  in  Hinesburgh,  Vt.,  September  30,  1814, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Lucinda  (Mitch- 
ell) Hinsdale.  Her  earliest  recollection  is  of  her 
father's  death,  which  occurred  when  she  was  two 
and  one-half  years  old;  the  death-bed  scene,  the 
agony  of  her  mother's  face,  the  tears  of  her  sisters, 
have  come  back  to  her  often  in  her  life  and  encour- 
aged the  belief  that  no  experience  of  life  can  be 
entirely  lost,  but  some  alchemy  of  nature  will 
bring  it  back  to  our  clear  vision. 

This  father  whom  Mrs.  Stone  so  early  lost  was 
a  man  of  great  kindness  of  heart,  kind  and  gener- 
ous to  the  needy,  sympathetic  with  those  in  dis- 
tress, humane  to  the  dumb  animals,  and  inclined  to' 
the  belief  of  the  Universal ists.  The  mother,  who 
after  his  death  was  left  to  provide  for  twelve  chil- 
dren and  carry  on  a  large  farm,  was  a  benevolent 
woman,  who  would  cheerfully  have  divided  the 
last  loaf  of  bread  with  a  needy  neighbor,  and 
whose  contributions  to  the  church  were  regular  and 
liberal. 

Hinesburgh  is  a  little  inland    town,  east  from 


Lake  Cham  plain  about  eight  miles,  and  midway 
between  the  two  great  colleges  of  the  State,  Mid- 
dlebury  College  being  twenty  miles  south  and  Ver- 
mont University,  at  Burlington,  fourteen  miles 
north.  It  was  in  advance  of  surrounding  villages 
in  the  intellectual  tastes  of  the  people,  its  advan- 
tages for  education  and  the  uncommon  interest 
taken  in  schools  by  its  people.  Mrs.  Stone  lived 
a  mile  and  one-half  from  the  village,  but  the  dis- 
trict school  had  the  reputation  of  being  quite  as 
good  as  that  in  the  village,  which  was  the  result, 
principally,  of  the  ambition  of  the  Hinsdale 
family. 

After  completing  the  course  of  study  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  Mrs.  Stone,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
entered  Hinesburgh  Academy,  one  of  the  best  of 
New  England  schools,  where  many  young  men 
were  fitted  for  college.  A  library  connected  with 
the  Lyceum  was  her  inspiration,  and  became  her 
model  for  the  founding  of  many  of  the  Ladies' 
Libraries  which  she  was  afterward  consulted  about 
and  helped  to  form  in  this  State.  Books  were  rare 
and  precious  in  those  days,  and  were  carefully 
kept. 

It  was  the  custom  then  for  girls  of  fourteen 
and  fifteen  to  read  and  analyze  Milton's  poems, 
as  well  as  those  of  Byron,  Scott,  Wordsworth, 
Coleridge  and  Shakespeare.  When  more  than 
thirty  years  afterward  Mrs.  Stone  found  herself 
able  to  visit  the  Lake  District  in  England,  it 
was  the  interest  in  scenes  awakened  by  those  early 
discussions  that  made  Wordsworth's  home,  his 
name  and  Coleridge's  and  John  Wilson's  carved 
on  the  face  of  a  rock,  Mrs.  Heman's  "Dove's  Nest," 
which  travelers  were  permitted  to  visit  more  freely 
then  than  they  are  now,  seem  nothing  less  than 
bits  of  heaven  to  her. 

The  great  event  of  the  year  was  to  go  to  com- 
mencement at  Middlebuiy  or  Burlington,  and  these 
celebrations  constituted  formative  influences  in  the 
life  of  Mrs.  Stone  and  kindled  an  interest  in  educa- 
tion which  she  has  retained  to  this,  the  seventy- 
eighth  year  of  her  life.  She  finished  the  course  at 
the  academ}^  and  then  attended  the  Middlebury 
Female  Seminary,  where  she  remained  one  year. 
While  planning  to  enter  Mrs.  Wil lard's  Seminary, 
in  Troy,  she  was  advised  by  her  minister  to  return 
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to  the  academy  and  take  the  course  with  the  young 
men  who  were  fitting  for  college.  This  she  did, 
studying  Latin,  Greek  and  mathematics  with  them, 
besides  carrying  on  extra  studies  alone. 

From  the  academy,  Lucinda  Hinsdale  went  out 
as  a  teacher,  following  the  profession  in  Burlington 
Female  Seminary  and  going  thence  to  Natchez, 
Miss.,  where  she  remained  three  years.  She  loved 
teaching,  and  never  wore  out  or  broke  down  under 
the  labor  incident  to  it.  In  1840,  she  was  married 
to  Dr.  J.  A.  B.  Stone,  of  whom  it  was  often  said 
that  "he  was  a  natural -born  teacher."  He  came  to 
Kalamazoo  in  1843,  to  take  charge  of  a  Branch,  so 
called,  of  the  university  located  at  Kalamazoo,  and 
at  the  same  time  had  charge  of  the  small  Baptist 
Church  in  the  place. 

Upon  coming  to  Kalamazoo,  Mrs.  Stone  soon 
took  charge  of  the  Ladies'  Department  of  the 
Branch  of  the  State  University,  which  for  many 
years  was  very  flourishing  and  from  which  have 
gone  out  noble  women,  now  well  known  in  various 
|)rofessions.  The  branch  was  subsequently  discon- 
tinued, and  in  its  place  was  revived  the  Baptist 
Institute,  the  oldest  literary  institution  in  the 
State.  Through  Dr.  Stone's  efforts,  this  institute 
was  developed  into  Kalamazoo  College,  for  which 
he  obtained  a  charter.  He  was  appointed  its  first 
President  and  continued  so  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  Mrs.  Stone  was  Principal 
of  the  Ladies'  Department  of  the  same.  Dr.  Stone 
was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  highest  education  of 
women  and  for  co-education  in  all  our  colleges. 
He  believed  it  would  come,  he  often  said,  as  much 
as  he  believed  the  next  morning's  sun  would  rise. 
He  also  believed  that  equal  suffrage  would  be 
adopted.  After  the  abolition  of  slaverj^  of  which 
he  was  an  advocate  even  when  it  was  very  unpop- 
ular to  be  an  Abolitionist,  he  often  said  that  the 
granting  of  suffrage  to  women  was  the  next 
progressive  step  that  he  wanted  to  see  taken,  and 
he  believed  that  it  would  come — it  must  come.  The 
whole  trend  of  the  age  was  toward  it,  and  it  was 
the  inevitable  evolution  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. 

In  those  first  years  of  abolition,  the  residence  of 
Dr.  Stone  was  the  home  of  lecturers  on  that  sub- 
ject, as  it  was  a  little  later  of  lecturers  on  woman 
30 


suffrage.  Thus  they  entertained  nearly  all  the 
great  leaders  of  advanced  thought:  Emerson,  Al- 
cott,  Wendell  Phillips,  Fred  Douglass,  Mrs.  Stan- 
ton, Susan  B.  Anthony,  Mary  Livermore,  Lucy 
Stone  and  a  host  of  others.  Dr.  Stone  was  very 
anxious  that  the  Republican  party  should  right  it- 
self on  the  subject  of  woman  suffrage.  It  had 
been  the  party  of  progress,  and  he  was  anxious  to 
see  it  fulfill  its  earlier  promise. 

In  November,  1864,  Mrs.  Stone  laid  down  the 
work  m  Kalamazoo  College,  where  she  had  taught 
for  nearly  twenty  years  with  little  reward,  except 
what  she  had  found  in  teaching  and  in  seeing  the 
intellectual  and  spiritual  development  of  her  pu- 
pils. Into  the  building  up  of  Kalamazoo  College 
she  and  her  husband  put  the  strength  and  vigor 
of  their  lives  and  sacrificed  property  that  would 
have  secured  them  an  easy  competence  all  their 
lives. 

Leaving  the  college  threw  Mrs.  Stone  into  an- 
other line  of  educational  work,  that  of  the  forma- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs  for  the  education  of 
women.  Spending  some  weeks  in  Boston,  just 
after  the  formation  of  the  New  England  Woman's 
Club,  she  came  home  to  transmute  what  had  been 
her  historical  classes  into  a  Woman's  Club,  the  first 
in  the  State.  She  has  also  taken  many  classes 
of  young  ladies  abroad  for  the  study  of  history 
and  art,  thus  visiting  the  countries  of  Europe, 
Egypt  and  Palestine,  and  seeing  the  places  with 
which,  through  books,  she  had  long  been  familiar. 
Thus  even  in  her  old  age  she  continues  her  stud- 
ies, so  that  she  will,  as  she  believes,  go  fully  pano- 
plied and  equipped  to  continue  the  highest  learning 
of  this  world  in  the  next. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  were  the  parents  of  three 
sons.  Clement  Walker  was  educated  at  Kalamazoo 
College,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War 
enlisted  in  the  Second  Michigan  Infantry.  He 
served  first  as  Quartermaster  and  was  subsequently 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  serving  with 
valor  for  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  returned  home  with  enfeebled  health. 
Prior  to  entering  the  army,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Carrie  Moore,  of  Mooreville,  Mich.,  and  they  had 
two  children.  His  death  occurred  October  3, 
1887.     The  second  son,  Horatio  Hackett,  was  edu- 
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cated  at  Kalamazoo  College  and  died  in  1884. 
Both  the  brothers  were  newspaper  men  and  for 
several  years  engaged  in  publishing  the  Kalamazoo 
Telegraph.  James  II.  Stone,  who  also  received  his 
education  at  Kalamazoo  College,  was  for  many 
years  manager  of  the  Detroit  Tribune, and  now  re- 
sides in  Detroit.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Web- 
ster, of  Plymouth,  N.  II.,  and  they  have  three 
children. 
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^EY.  elAMES  A.  B.  STONE,  was  born  in 
Piermont,N.  II.,  October  28,  1810.  He  was 
lis  ^  educated  in  the  district  school  of  liis  native 
village  and  fitted  for  college  in  Royal  ton, 
Vt.  In  1834,  he  graduated  from  Middlebury  (Vt.) 
College,  having  sustained  through  his  college 
course  a  high  reputation  for  scholarsliip  and  char- 
acter, and  graduating  with  high  honors.  He  was 
made  tutor  in  the  same  institution  immediately 
after  completing  the  course.  From  Middlebury, 
he  accepted  the  position  of  Principal  of  Ilinesburgh 
Academy,  which  flourished  greatly  under  him  for 
twoj'ears.  lie  was  a  natural  teacher,  and  in  teach 
ing  lost  sight  of  everything  in  promoting  the  best 
interest  and  progress  of  his  pupils.  No  one  under 
his  instruction  ever  forgot  him  or  the  benefit  they 
received  therefrom. 

Mr.  Stone  possessed  the  remarkable  faculty  of 
kindling  in  his  pupils  a  desire  to  know,  an  en- 
thusiasm for  study.  There  were  few  dullards  in 
a  school  of  which  he  was  teacher.  He  knew  per- 
sonally every  pupil  in  his  school  and  everyone 
knew  him, and  he  contrived  to  find  out  some  way 
in  which  a  love  for  the  study  of  some  thing  could 
be  awakened  in  the  dullest.  His  influence  in  this 
respect  will  never  be  forgotton  in  tlie  town  of 
Hinesburgh,  while  one  remains  who  there  came  in 
personal  contact  with  him. 

From  Hinesburgh,  Dr.  Stone  went  to  Ando- 
ver  Theological  Seminary,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  and  a  year  after  his  graduation 
acted  as  Librarian  and  taught  at  intervals  in 
Philip's  Academy  in  Andover.  His  first  settle- 
ment as  a  minister  was  at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  which 
place  he  left  to  fill  the   professorship  of  Biblical 


Literature  and  Interpretation  for  Dr.  Horatio  B. 
Ilackctt,  during  his  absence  for  a  year  or  two  in 
p]urope,  for  the  purpose  of  study  in  the  German 
universities.  This  he  did  with  great  acceptance 
to  students,  trustees  and  Dr.  Ilackett  himself. 

Dr.  Stone  was  married,  June  10,  1840,  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Hinsdale,  of  Hines- 
burgh, Vt.  She  accompanied  him  to  Gloucester, 
where  he  fully  entered  into  his  work  as  a  minister, 
especially  what  might  be  considered  the  educa- 
tional work  in  his  society.  In  1849,  Dr.  Stone 
received  a  call  from  a  small  Baptist  Church  in 
Kalamazoo,  and  also  to  take  charge  of  the 
"Branch"  of  the  Michigan  University,  located 
there.  There  were  eight  of  these  Branches  in  the 
State,  which,  when  they  were  established  as  feeders 
for  the  University,  or  schools  preparatory  to  the 
University  course,  it  was  supposed  were  to  be  as 
permanent  as  the  University  itself.  But  after  a 
few  years,  the  State  funds  not  proving  sufficient  to 
sustain  these  Branches,  they  were  cut  off,  and  the 
State  appropriations  ceased  to  be  made  to  them. 

Very  early  after  the  first  settlement  of  Kalama- 
zoo, the  Baptist  Convention  of  Michigan  had 
founded  there  the  first  literary  institution  in  the 
State,  called  the  "Baptist  Institute."  This  liad 
been  suspended  when  a  "Branch"  of  the  Univer- 
sity had  been  located  in  Kalamazoo,  upon  a  pro- 
mise made  to  the  Trustees  of  the  "Institute"  that 
if  they  would  suspend  instruction  in  their  school, 
the  Baptists  might  nominate  the  principals  of  the 
Branch.  But  when  the  Branches  were  cut  off  from 
the  University,  there  was  no  longer  any  leason 
for  suspending  instruction  in  the  Institute,  which 
was  therefore  revived  and  mainl^^  through  Dr. 
Stone's  efforts,  this  Institute  was  converted  into 
Kalamazoo  College,  for  which  he  was  instrumental 
in  obtaining  a  charter  from  the  Legislature  and  of 
which  he  was  made  President  and  continued  to  l)e 
so  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

To  this  work  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  gave  the  best 
years  of  their  lives  in  service  as  arduous,  unre- 
mitting and  unselfish  as  was  ever  performed.  No 
thought  of  self  ever  came  between  tliem  and  their 
educational  work.  There  was  also  connected  with 
Kalamazoo  College  a  theological  seminary,  at  the 
head  of  which  Dr.  Stone  was  placed.     So  flourish- 
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iiig  was  this  college  under  Dr.  Stone's  administra- 
tion that  it  sometimes  numbered  four  hundred  and 
fifty  students.  None  of  the  local  colleges  stood 
higher  as  to  number  of  students  or  grade  of 
scholarship.  From  this  standard  there  was  a  great 
falling  off  upon  Dr.  Stone's  resignation,  which 
occurred  in  1864. 

We  copy  the  following  from  a  volume  issued 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  "Reunion  of  the  former 
pupils  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stone''  in  1885: 

While  Dr.  Stone  has  employed  the  larger  part  of 
his  life  in  teaching,  he  has  found  time  to  bestow  con- 
siderable hard  work  upon  other  pursuits.  His  exper- 
ience as  a  journalist  commenced  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  and  it  will  be  recollected  that  he  was  for 
several  years  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Kalamazoo 
Daily  and  Weekly  Telegraph,  He  was  also  Post- 
master at  Kalamazoo  four  years  during  President 
Grant's  administration.  He  was  at  one  time  Presi- 
dent of  the  Michigan  State  Teachers'  Association 
and  afterward  President  of  the  Michigan  Publish- 
ers' Association.  Several  of  his  sermons,  lectures  and 
addresses,  and  numerous  letters  from  Europe  and 
the  Orient,  have  been  published  from  time  to  time. 
He  has  visited  the  Eastern  Continents  twice,  spend- 
ing at  one  time  several  months  in  different  Mo- 
hammedan countries,  including  Egypt,  Arabia,  Pal- 
estine, Asia  Minor,  and  visiting  Troy,  Constanti- 
nople and  Greece. 

Although  now  seventy-five  years  old,  his  health 
is  good,  far  better  than  during  a  part  of  the  last 
twenty-five  j^ears,  and  he  does  not  himself  believe 
that  his  vital  activities  are  yet  exhausted.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  preparing  a  volume  of  "Pleasant 
Memories,"  made  up  of  reminiscences  of  notable 
men  and  events  that  have  come  under  his  observa- 
tion during  a  long  life,  devoting  about  equal 
parts  to  what  he  has  seen  in  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Michigan  and  foreign 
countries. 

Dr.  Stone  was  eminently  a  public-spirited 
man,  and  in  all  the  educational,  intellectual 
and  benevolent  interests  of  Kalamazoo  and  the 
State  he  took  a  deep  interest,  giving  to  them 
time,  labor  and  money,  according  to  his  utmost 
means.  The  arduous  labors  of  his  life  told  se- 
riously upon  his  health  in  the  last  five  or  six  years 
of  his  life,  during  which  he  was  subject  to  parox- 
ysms of  terrible  suffering,  which  he  bore  with  great 
patience  and  cheerfulness,  often  regaining  his 
breath  after  one  of  them  with  a  look  of  death  upon 
his  face,  but  with  a  joke  so  characteristic  as  to  pro- 


voke irresistible  laughter  in  those  watching  with 
intense  anxiety  to  see  if  a  heart-beat  or  the  sus- 
pended breath  would  ever  come  again.  But  as 
soon  as  breath  was  restored,  his  book,  a  newspaper 
or  writing  was  resumed  and  scarcely  an  allusion 
was  ever  made  to  any  suffering  endured. 

He  died  instantly,  seized  with  one  of  those 
paroxysms  of  pain  to  which  he  had  long  been  sub- 
ject, while  on  a  visit  to  his  son,  James  H.  Stone, 
of  Detroit,  May  19,  1888.  He  left  the  memory  of 
a  good  and  just  man.  In  his  literary  tastes  he  was 
a  great  lover  of  the  old  classics,  especially  Homer, 
whom  he  read  up  to  the  last  days  of  his  life,  some- 
times inviting  in  the  young  people  to  read  Homer 
to  them,  explaining  to  them  passages  in  the  won- 
derful Iliad  and  Odyssey  and  showing  them  how  . 
Schliemann's  excavations,  in  which  he  always  took 
great  interest,  had  corroborated  Homer's  story. 
So  thumbed  and  marked  are  his  Bryant's  trans- 
lations of  those  great  poems,  which  he  greatly  ad- 
mired and  which  he  closely  compared  with  other 
translations  and  with  the  original  Greek,  that  it 
would  seem,  as  has  been  remarked  by  persons  com- 
ing into  his  library,  as  if  "Dr.  Stone  might  speak 
from  either  of  these  volumes." 

Dr.  Stone  had  the  spirit  of  a  true  reformer.  He 
never  asked,  who  had  embraced  this  opinion  or 
that,  or  Is  it  popular?  but  rather,  Is  it  true  or  right? 
Thus,  though  brought  up  in  the  Congregational 
faith,  educated  in  a  Congregational  college  and 
theological  seminary,  convinced  from  his  own 
study  of  the  scriptures  that  immersion  was  script- 
ure baptism,  to  the  great  astonishment  and  dis- 
appointment of  his  fellow-students  in  Andover,  he 
was  baptized  and  joined  a  little  Baptist  Church, 
a  most  unpopular  act  in  that  stronghold  of  Coi)- 
gregational  orthodoxy.  So,  too,  with  the  most 
unpopular  anti-slavery  doctrine  among  Andover 
students,  he  avowed  his  cordial  acceptance  of  it, 
his  firm  belief  in  it,  and  his  belief  in  its  ultimate 
triumph.  He  would  go  down  to  Boston  from  An- 
dover to  hear  Garrison  and  Wendell  Phillips,  in 
days  when  anti-slavery  sentiments  were  very  un- 
popular among  the  students,  when  Garrison  was 
lead  through  tlie  streets  of  Boston,  hooted  and 
stoned  by  the  mob,  with  a  tarred  rope  around  his 
neck.     But  from  the  first  utterance  of  anti-slavery 
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sentiments  ill  the  seminary,  Dr.  Stone  said:  "Tliis, 
my  brothers,  is  the  true  Gospel;  the  infidelity  is 
on  tlie  other  side;  no  man  can  believe  in  the  fa- 
tlierhood  of  God,  the  brotherhood  of  man,  accept 
Christ's  teachings  in  tlie  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
and  believe  in  the  righteonsness  of  slavery  at  the 
same  time.  This  new  truth  is  God's  truth  and  it 
is  sure  to  prevail." 

It  was  tlie  same  when  the  question  of  Woman 
Suffrage  came  before  the  public.  He  said;  ''This 
is  right;  it  is  the  natural,  and  must  be  the  inevit- 
able,e volution  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Taxation  and  representation  are  inseparable — must 
be  in  a  true  Republic."  From  this  opinion  he 
never  swerved,  always  expressing  it  on  any  occa- 
sion wlien  his  opinion  or  vote  was  called  for.  He 
always  said  that  Mary  Woolstoncraft  struck  tlie 
keynote  in  this  subject  nearly  one  hundred  years 
ago,  when  she  based  woman's  rights  on  human 
rights — woman  suffrage  on  the  rights  of  all 
suffrage  and  the  rights  of  human  beings. 

Dr.  Stone  was  a  believer  in  co-education  and  did 
more  than  any  man  in  the  State  to  secure  the  ad- 
mission of  women  to  oiu-  State  University.  He 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  all  its  privileges,  and 
it  was  for  them  to  decide  wiiat  they  wanted  to 
study.  Men  could  not  judge  for  women,  any 
more  than  women  for  men,  as  to  what  tastes  they 
might  indulge,  or  what  they  were  to  do  in  life. 
He  was  not  a  fanatic  in  anything,  but  never  made 
any  compromises  with  expediency.  He  was  an 
honest  and  sincere  Baptist,  but  much  of  the 
trouble  which  caused  his  resignation  from  the  Pre- 
sidency of  Kalamazoo  College  arose  out  of  his  in- 
sisting upon  an  open,  rather  than  purely  Baptist 
corporation  for  the  college.  He  said  he  saw  the 
day  of  purely  denominational  colleges  waning, 
and  thought  that  the  great  good  of  such  colleges 
w^as  that  they  might  appeal  to  many  persons  for 
their  support,  who  would  not  otherwise  be  led  to 
give  anything  for  educational  purposes.  He 
wanted  Kalamazoo  College  to  be  an  educational 
institution,  not  merely  a  Baptist  College.  As 
such  he  wanted  it  to  take  hold  of  the  people  of  the 
city  and  State,  and  be  a  moral  and  intellectual 
influence  here.  It  is  now  plain  to  be  seen,  that, 
had  such  counsels  been  regarded,  its  condition  to- 


day would  have  been  very  different  from  what  it 
is  now. 

No  one  ever  more  freely  or  magnanimously 
forgave  a  most  cruel  injury  attempted  against  liim- 
self,  or  more  deeply  lamented  the  harm  done  to 
the  college  liy  the  wild  fanatical  persecution  of 
himself  and  wife,  carried  on  by  falsehoods,  foi-- 
geries  and  perjuries,  than  did  the  Doctor,  and 
when,  some  years  after  his  resignation,  he  learned 
that  a  President  of  the  college  had  permitted  the 
portraits  of  himself  and  wife,  which  were  the  gift 
to  the  college  of  private  individuals  and  w^ere 
hanging  on  the  walls  of  the  college  chapel  when 
he  and  his  wife  resigned,  to  be  taken  down,  ban- 
ished to  the  wood  cellar  of  the  college,  where  they 
were  found,  turned  face  to  the  wall  and  jammed 
in  between  the  stone  foundations  and  floor  above, 
covered  with  dirt  and  cobwebs,  as  a  spite  to  the 
originals,  who  had  really  built  the  college  and 
rendered  it  most  faithful  service  during  tw^enty 
years;  when  he  was  told  of  this  attempted  insult, 
he  turned  very  pale,  his  lips  trembled  for  a  moment 
and  the  tears  started,  but  the  cloud  quickly  passed; 
he  smiled  and  said:  "God  forgive  those  who  have 
done  this,  is  all  I  have  to  say;  those  better  than 
we  and  who  have  made  greater  sacrifices  for  the 
good  of  the  world,  have  suffered  more  ignomin- 
ious treatment  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies 
than  this.  God  forgive  them.  He  knows  that  I 
would  not  harm  a  hair  of  the  head  of  one  of  them 
if  I  could."  Revenge  or  implacability  was  not  in 
his  nature  or  heart.  Of  no  man  who  ever  lived 
could  it  be  more  truly  written  as  an  epitaph  upon 
his  tomb:  "With  malice  toward  none  and  good- 
will toward  all,  lived  and  died  this  man." 

The  portrait  of  Dr.  Stone  presented  on  another 
page  perpetuates  his  lineaments  for  those  to  whom 
his  fame  has  extended,  as  well  as  those  who  in 
future  years  will  learn  of  his  life  and  deeds. 


LIVER  R.  SCHUYLER.  This  gentleman  is 
the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  productive 
tract  of  land  on  section  21,  Columbia  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County,  a  part  of  which  he  pur- 
chased, and  has  had  in  his  possession  for  two  de- 
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cades  or  more.  The  farm  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  bears  the  usual  improvements, 
and  is  so  managed  as  to  bring  forth  abundant  crops 
of  good  quality. 

Our  subject  comes  of  a  good  family,  being  a  son 
of  Ransom  and  Catherine  E.  (Dow)  Schuyler,  who 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  father  was 
a  son  of  David  Scliulyer,  who,  in  turn,  was  a  son 
of  George  Schuyler,  born  in  Germany,  and  a 
brother  of  Gen.  Schuyler  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
who  came  to  America  in  1755  and  settled  in  New 
York  State.  He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Gen.  Her- 
kimer, and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Riskeney. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in  New 
York,  and  married  Mehitable  Smith,  who  bore  him 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  they  reared  two  sons 
and  six  daughters.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and 
died  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 

Ransom  Schuyler  was  a  farmer,  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  9,  1814,  and  moved  to 
Ohio  about  1838,  settling  in  Georgia.  In  1844,  he 
came  to  Lawrence,  Van  Buren  County,  coming 
here  by  the  old,  [)rimitive  mode  of  travel — by 
wagon  and  ox-team.  He  at  first  bought  only 
seven  acres,  which  he  subsequently  sold  and  pur- 
chased forty  acres.  Some  years  later,  about  1851, 
he  came  to  this  township  and  settled  on  section 
22,  and  entered  forty  acres  which  he  later  traded 
for  a  like  number  near  Paw  Paw.  He  thence 
moved  to  Decatur  Township.  In  1858,  he  located 
in  Ottawa  for  one  3' ear,  then  returned  to  Blooni- 
ingdale,  and  finally  spent  his  last  years  in  Colum- 
bia Township,  dying  August  17,  1877. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  eight  children: 
William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years;  Amanda;  Susan,  who  died  when  six  years 
old;  Mary,  OHver  R.,  Richard,  Franklin  and 
(feorge.  The  father  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  the  mother  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Jay)  Dow,  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  respectively. 

Mr.  Schuyler  was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
at  tlie  age  of  fourteen  years  commenced  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  4ie    began  working  out    by  the  month, 


and  in  this  manner  spent  three  years,  when  he 
learned  the  carpenter *s  trade,  which  he  has  ever 
since  followed.  In  1870,  he  bought  forty  acres  of 
land  where  he  now  resides  and  cleared  and  im- 
proved it.  In  1878,  he  added  eighty  acres  more, 
upon  which  he  has  also  placed  good  improvements. 
He  has  a  fine  orchard,  covering  forty  acres,  princi- 
pally of  peach  trees,  although  he  raises  all  kinds 
of  fruit. 

Mr.  Schuyler  was  married,  July  4,  1871,  to  Net- 
tie Gilbert,  a  native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  P.  and  Fannie  M.  (Peper) 
Gilbert,  who  were  born  at  Ontario,  and  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  Mr.  Gilbert,  who  was  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Anna  (Kna^)p)  Gilbert,  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade  and  removed  from  New  York 
to  Portage  County,  Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1865, 
they  came  to  Columbia  Township,  and  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  13,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  October  5,  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilbert  had  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  now 
living:  Milford  M.,  Lelah  E.  and  Nettie,  wife  of 
our  subject.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  member  of  the  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Gilbert  R.,  Charles  M.,  Clara  M.,  Cleve- 
land and  Maude.  Mr.  Schuyler  is  an  honored  and 
respected  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
is  highly  esteemed  as  an  intelligent  and  worthy 
citizen,  who  has  made  a  place  for  himself  in  the 
world  by  his  own  energy  and  industry. 


<|  MLLIAM  COOPER.  Having  the  full  confi- 
\/jJ/l  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  esteem  of  the  people  among 
^^  whom  he  has  passed  his  entire  life,  the 
career  of  Mr.  Cooper  furnishes  an  excellent  illustra- 
tion of  the  success  which  rewards  painstaking  and 
energetic  efforts.  One  of  the  most  enterprising 
merchants  of  Schoolcraft,  in  fact,  prominent  among 
the  dealers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  his  facilities  for 
doing  business  are  complete  and  everything  con- 
nected therewith  bears  the  mark  of  order  and  sys- 
tem. The  thorough  knowledge  of  business  tactics 
which  he  possesses  and    the  fine  stock  of  goods 
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which  he  carries  have  made  his  store  the  popular 
place  for  trade  among  the  citizens. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Justin  and  Low- 
ville  (Hazzard)  Cooper,  natives  of  Seneca  and 
Washington  Counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  They 
removed  to  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State,  in  1831, 
and  three  years  later  came  to  Schoolcraft,  where 
they  have  since  resided.  Their  family  comprised 
seven  children,  William  being  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  was  born  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1842,  and  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  his  education  being  gained  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district  and  the  public  school  in 
Kalamazoo. 

About  1870  Mr.  Cooper  left  the  parental  home 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Schoolcraft  Township, 
where  he  resided  for  two  j^ears.  He  then  came  to 
tlie  village,  and  was  for  three  years  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  a  store,  after  which  he  embarked  in  business 
as  a  merchant.  As  above  indicated,  he  carries  a  fine 
stock  of  goods  and  is  the  leading  merchant  of  the 
place,  being  widely  known  as  a  successful  business 
man  and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  owns  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  South  Dakota,  and  also  is  the 
owner  of  considerable  property  in  Schoolcraft,  the 
value  of  which  is  constantly  increasing. 

December  7,  1869,  Mr.  Cooper  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  with  Miss  Re- 
becca Bogardus,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and 
an  estimable  lady  whose  position  in  social  circles 
is  prominent.  Mr.  Cooper  has  always  stood  aloof 
from  political  affairs,  preferring  the  pleasures  of 
home  in  his  leisure  hours  to  the  excitement  of 
political  contests. 
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W  EANDER  CANNON.  Upon  section  7,  Brady 
I  (^  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  resides  Mr. 
jJO^  Cannon,  one  of  the  representative  agricul- 
turists of  this  county,  and  a  gentleman  who  is  well 
and  favorably  known.  He  is  an  old  resident  of 
this  place,  and  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  August  8,  1830,  to  Thomas  and 
Amelia  (Craft)  Cannon,  natives  of  New  York 
State.    The  grandfather,  Thomas  Cannon,   was  a 


Revolutionary  hero,  and  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ire- 
land. He  came  to  America  in  early  life  and 
bought  land  of  the  Government  at  a  sixpence  an 
acre  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  to 
Abigail  Slot,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  became  the 
father  of  a  family  of  four  boys  and  five  girls.  His 
death  occurred  when  he  was  about  ninety  years 
old,  and  that  of  his  good  wife  when  about  the 
same  age.  He  drew  a  pension  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  his  services  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer,  ^ho  died 
in  Cayuga  County,  when  about  sixty  years  of  age. 
He  owned  a  place  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  his  native  State.  Socially  he  was  a  Mason,  and 
politically  a  Democrat.  He  married  Amelia  Craft, 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  by  their  union  two 
children  were  born:  Leander  and  Adaline.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a  second  time  married, 
this  time  becoming  the  wife  of  James  Wilson,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  Mortimer  and  Laura. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  forty.  Her  father,  William 
Craft,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  a  shoemaker  by  trade. 
He  died  when  past  his  three-score  years  and  ten. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
obtained  his  rudimentary  education  in-  the  district 
school.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  four 
years  old,  and  he  lived  with  his  mother  and  step- 
father until  reaching  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he 
started  in  life  for  himself.  He  came  to  this  State  in 
1837,  and  located  at  West  Le  Roy,  Calhoun  County, 
making  the  journey  by  horse-team  to  Buffalo, 
crossing  Lake  Michigan,  and  finishing  the  trip  by 
team.  He  settled  in  the  forest  and  built  a  log 
house,  where  he  was  surrounded  by  wild  animals  of 
all  kinds.  Mr.  Cannon  came  to  this  county  in 
1841,  and  settled  with  his  father-in-law,  working 
by  the  month  for  half  a  year,  receiving  a  recom- 
pense of  $6  per  month.  There  were  but  very  few 
settlers  here  then,  it  being  little  but  a  vast  wilder- 
ness, infested  by  wild  animals  of  all  kinds,  and  as 
he  was  very  fond  of  hunting,  he  was  enabled  to  do 
a  great  deal  of  it. 

When  he  of  whom  we  write  was  twenty  years 
old,  he  purchased  seventy-five  acres  of  land  which 
was  but  little  improved.  He  had  nothing  when 
he  commenced  for  himself  but  is  now  the  posses- 
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sor  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  broad  and  fertile 
acres  in  Brady  Township,  and  eighty  acres  in 
Wakeshma  Township,  making  three  hundred  acres 
in  all.  He  keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock,  and  makes 
a  specialty  of  wheat  growing  and  the  raising  of 
swine.  The  present  fine  brick  residence  of  our 
subject  was  erected  in  1861,  at  a  cost  of  15,000. 
Splendid  buildings  of  all  kinds  adorn  the  place, 
including  thi-ee  neat  barns,  which  have  been  erected 
at  different  times. 

The  worthy  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
united  in  marriage,  February  11,  1853,  to  Miss 
Charlotte  M.  Bough  ton.  Mrs.  Cannon  was  born 
in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  December  25,  1836,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of 
five  children:  Mabel  (Mrs.  Gleason),  Thomas  E., 
Warren  B.,  (iertrude,  and  Claude.  Miss  Gertrude 
has  a  very  fine  talent  for  piano  playing  which  she 
exercises  beautifully  and  also  engages  in  teaching 
music.  She  does  very  fine  oil  painting,  of  which 
elegant  work  is  to  be  found  in  the  home.  Mr. 
Cannon  in  his  political  views  at  present  affiliates 
with  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  but  was  formerly  a 
Democrat.  Sociall}',  he  is  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
l)ers  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  340,  Portage 
Township. 


IDWARD  FINLEY.  This  enterprising  and 
energetic  business  man  of  Hartford  is  very 
jj--^/  popular  in  this  section  for  his  thorough 
and  honest  way  of  dealing  with  his  fellow-men. 
He  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  in  1853,  and  was 
a  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Kaley)  Finley,  na- 
tives of  County  Carlow,  Ireland,  where  they  were 
married  and  had  one  child  born  to  them. 

In  June,  1851,  the  elder  Mr.  Finley  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  the  New  World  and  located  at 
East  Walworth,  N.  Y.  Three  years  later,  they 
came  West  to  Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  mov- 
ing hither  when  our  subject  was  an  infant.  They 
located  on  section  35,  Bangor  Township  and  the 
old  home  farm  still  remains  the  property  of  the 
family. 

Edward  Finley  wiis  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children  born  to  his  parents,  viz:     Mary,  Edward, 


Jennie  E.,  John,  James  IL,  Ella,  William  T.  and 
Louis,  all  of  whom  are  residents  of  Yan  Buren 
County.  Our  subject  served  as  Postmaster  of 
Hartford  during  Cleveland's  administration  and 
in  1889  engaged  with  Horace  M.  Olney,  under  the 
style  of  H.  M.  Olney  &  Co.,  in  buying  and  shipping 
grain,  seeds,  and  wool.  They  also  handle  coal  and 
are  ranked  among  the  progressive  and  successful 
young  business  men  of  the  place.  Mr.  Finley  has 
never  married.  In  politics,  he  casts  his  vote  and 
influence  in  favor  of  Democratic  candidates. 


\fl  ONATHAN  C.  IIOYT.  A  prominent  part 
in  the  upbuilding  of  Kalamazoo  County  has 
been  borne  by  Mr.  Iloyt,  an  influential 
J  farmer  on  section  23,  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship. Having  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits throughout  his  entire  active  life,  he  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  cultivat- 
ing a  farm,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
chosen  calling.  He  owns  and  operates  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  fertile  land,  which  he  has 
acquired  through  his  unaided  exertions. 

For  information  in  regard  to  the  parents  of  Mr. 
Iloyt,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  ot  Rans- 
ford  C.  Iloyt,  which  appears  in  another  portion  of 
this  volume.  Jonathan  C.was  born  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  December  2,  1848,  and  was  reared  on 
the  homestead,  which  he  now  owns.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  in  the  somewhat  uneventful  manner  of 
a  farmer's  son,  his  winters  being  spent  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  summer  seasons  being  devoted 
to  the  tilling  of  the  soil. 

April  9,  1874,  Mr.  Iloyt  was  married  to  Miss 
Vienna  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  May  12,  1853.  Her  parents,  John  and 
Catherine  (Ennis)  Smith,  came  to  this  township 
in  1852  and  have  since  resided  here,  being  kindly, 
generous  people,  who  stand  high  in  the  esteem 
of  their  neighbors.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ho^'t  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Monroe  R.,  Vere 
C,  Vinson,  Lee  AY.,  Jessie  and  Grace.  The  chil- 
dren are  at  home  with  their  parents,  with  the  exi- 
ception  of  Vinson,  who  died  in  childhood.     .. 
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There  is  no  measure  proposed  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  or  the  advance- 
ment of  its  interests,  which  fails  to  receive  the 
most  hearty  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Hoyt,  who  has  contributed  his  quota  to  the  growth 
of  the  community,  alike  in  its  educational  and 
agricultural  interests.  He  believes  that  the  welfare 
of  the  Government  is  best  promoted  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  and  accordingly 
he  advocates  its  platform  and  upholds  its  candi- 
dates. Realizing  his  peculiar  fitness  for  official  po- 
sitions, his  fellow-citizens  have  called  upon  him  to 
represent  them  in  various  public  posts  of  duty  and 
responsibilitj^,  and  he  has  served  as  School  Direc- 
tor, Drain  Commissioner  and  Township  Treasurer 
with  efficiency.  In  his  social  affiliations,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Order  of 
Maccabees. 

^^^EORGE  A.  MYERS,  proprietor  of  Fruitland 
111  ^^  Summer  Resort.  This  beautiful  hotel  is 
^^K  located  on  the  lake  shore,  in  the  south- 
western portion  of  the  village  of  South  Haven,  in 
the  midst  of  four  acres  of  ground.  In  October, 
1890,  the  land  was  as  nature  had  left  it.  It  was 
then  that  Mr.  Myers  conceived  the  idea  of  pur- 
chasing the  land  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  resort 
where  the  many  summer  visitors  to  South  Haven 
could  be  creditably  entertained.  He  at  once  com- 
menced grading  the  ground  and  building.  On 
another  page  will  be  found  a  view  of  the  hotel, 
which  is  100x28  feet,  with  wing  24x32  feet,  and  is 
three  stories  in  lieight.  His  forty  sleeping  rooms, 
large,  airy  reception,  dining  and  other  rooms,  are 
all  well  furnished.  He  has  also  a  bowling-alley, 
billiard  rooms,  tennis  court  and  bath  houses.  The 
grounds  are  embellished  with  fountains,  fish  ponds, 
etc.,  with  a  fine  view  of  the  village  and  surround- 
ing fruit  country.  It  borders  the  lake  and  is  sixty 
feet  above  the  lake  level. 

Mr.  Myers  was  bom  in  Plattsvilla,  Greene 
Oottnt;^^,  Ke^  York,  February  16, 1843..  His  great- 
greitirgrandfather  was  bom  in  Germany,  near  the 
Biyer  Ehinft,  wh^i'e  he  was  married  and  reared  a 
family  <rf  %^im  W^^  9^Wi  ^9  ^aughtpr^    He  ih^m 


came  to  America  and  located  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson  River,  in  New  York.  His  son,  Stephen, 
married  and  resided  in  Schoharie  County,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  and  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children:  Stephen,  Harmon  us,  John,  Jacob,  Cathar- 
ine, Charity  and  Eliza.  Of  that  family,  Jacob 
was  born,  m  1789,  and  married  Caroline  Becker. 
After  their  marriage,  they  resided  in  Prattsville, 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  The  mem- 
bers of  his  family  were  named  Henry  B.,  Katie  A., 
Thomas,  Eliza,  William,  John,  Addison,  Rosalia, 
Willis,  Sabina  and  Caroline.  Henry  B.  was  born 
in  Prattsville,  June  26,  1813.  His  father,  although 
he  had  never  learned  the  trade,  carried  on  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  making  wagons,  etc.  Our  sub- 
ject when  only  ten  years  old  commenced  to  work 
in  the  shops  and,  like  his  father,  was  naturally  a 
good  mechanic.  He  learned  the  cabinetmakers' 
trade  and  became  a  general  wood-worker. 

Henry  B.  Myers,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married,  in  1839,  to  Mary  Ann  Randall.  Ten 
years  later,  he  left  the  family  in  New  York  and 
traveled  for  nine  years.  In  1851,  the  family  re- 
moved to  Michigan,  and  first  settled  in  Flowerfield, 
St.  Joseph  County,  where  the  father  worked  at  his 
trade.  His  wife  died  soon  after  coming  to  the 
Wolverine  State,  leaving  a  family  of  six  children. 
They  were  Helen,  the  wife  of  John  C.  Dale,  of 
Kansas;  George  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Rosa- 
lia, the  wife  of  Jesse  Earl,  of  California;  Mary  Ann, 
the  wife  of  Jesse  M.  Crose,  of  Kalamazoo  County; 
Charles  E.,  also  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  Harriet, 
the  wife  of  F.  D.  Cobb,  of  California. 

In  1856,  the  father  of  our  subject  removed  to 
Schoolcraft,  this  State,  where  he  resided  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  until  1891,  when  he  came  to  South 
Haven  to  make  his  home  with  our  subject.  He 
has  been  married  four  times.  George  A.  Myers 
received  a  good  business  education  and  when  he 
attained  his  majority  engaged  in  business  in  School- 
craft, which  he  carried  on  with  marked  success  un- 
til 1889,  when  he  came  to  South  Haven.  Here  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  he  still  owns, 
and  engaged  iii  its  cultivation  until  launching 
out  in  the  hotel  business. 

Mr.  Myers,  of  this  sketch,  has  been  twice  marj'ied. 
In  iy6^,,Mis3  (Jelia  Walsh,  ojlthjica,  K,  Y.,  became 
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his  wife;  she  died  in  1870,  and  was  the  mother  of 
one  child,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1871,  our 
subject  was  married  to  Ida  Shannon,  a  native  of 
Friendship,  N.  Y.,  and  by  that  union  Mr.  Myers 
has  become  the  father  of  two  children:  Henry  B. 
and  Olive  G.  In  politics,  he  is  a  firm  Democrat, 
and  in  his  religious  belief  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

ARLEN  S.  SMITH,  M.  D.  The  profession 
\f))j)  <^f  medicine  invariably  attracts  to  its  prac- 
[\^  tice  men  of  learning,  whose  scientific  re- 
\(0j  searches  have  contributed  to  its  advance- 
ment. Among  this  number  may  be  mentioned  Dr. 
Smith,  a  prominent  and  successful  physician  of 
Schoolcraft,  who  ranks  among  the  foremost  men 
of  his  profession  in  the  county.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine  and 
various  local  organizations,  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  medical  investigations  and  keeping 
abreast  with  the  latest  discoveries  in  therapeutics. 
The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
traces  its  origin  to  England,  and  one  of  its  first 
representatives  in  this  country  was  Stephen  Smith, 
who  died  in  New  York  State.  His  son,  Hezekiah, 
made  his  home  in  the  western  part  of  the  Empire 
State,  where,  at  an  advanced  age,  his  life  was 
brought  to  a  close.  The  next  in  line  of  descent 
was  Stephen,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  where  he 
was  a  farmer  and  merchant.  During  the  late  war 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Schoolcraft 
Township,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming 
pui-suits.  He  married  Harriet  Smith,  a  native  of 
New  York,  who  still  survives. 

The  eldest  of  the  four  children  born  to  Stephen 
and  Harriet  Smith  was  Harlen  S.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  7,  1844.  He  grew  toa  robust  manhood 
in  his  native  State,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  GriflSth  Institute,  after  which 
he  conimenced  to  read  medicine.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, being  connected  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  was  thus  engaged  until  the  fall  of  1867. 
M€«m while  he  continued  his  Jtuec|ical  studies  and 


was  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
Georgetown  Medical  College,  where  he  graduated 
in  1867. 

Resigning  his  position  with  the  Government 
during  the  following  year,  the  young  doctor  trav- 
eled through  the  West  in  search  of  a  location. 
Failing  to  find  one  which  he  considered  suitable, 
he  returned  to  New  York  and  opened  an  office  for 
practice  in  EUicottsville,  remaining  there  about 
thirteen  years  and  becoming  known  as  a  skillful 
physician.  In  1879,  he  came  to  Michigan,  and, 
after  a  sojourn  of  one  year  in  Kalamazoo,  located 
in  Schoolcraft,  where  he  has  since  resided  in  the 
enjoyment  of  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Smith,  at  EUicottsville,  N. 
Y.,  united  him  with  Miss  Sophie  M.  Skinner,  a  na- 
tive of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Florens  V.  Z.,  Leslie  G., 
and  Stephen  H.  The  Doctor  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Republican  party,  ex- 
tending his  influence  in  aid  of  those  public  meas- 
ures which  he  considers  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  people. 


=^EORGE  C.  FANCKBONER.  This  popular 
citizen  of  Schoolcraft  was  born  in  Belvidere, 
Warren  County,  N.  J.,  June  11,  1829. 
When  eight  years  old,  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Kalamazoo  County,  settling  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  and  growing  to  manhood  upon  his 
father's  farm.  Possessing  an  industrious  disposi- 
tion, he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter when  about  eighteen  and  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years,  meanwhile  remaining  with  his 
father. 

For  twelve  years,  Mr.  Fanckboner  followed  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  met  with  considerable 
success  in  the  pursuit  of  the  trade,  being  engaged 
principally  in  the  vicinity  of  Schoolcraft.  For 
two  years  of  that  time,  he  also  operated  a  farm, 
after  which  he  followed  the  vocation  of  a  farmer 
for  twelve  seasons, meanwhile  running  a  threshing 
machine  for  neighbors.  In  February,  1867,  he  re- 
moved to  Schoolcraft  where  for  another  twelve 
years  he   fpllqwed   the  ti;ade  pf  a  butcher  and  at 
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the  same    time   sold   agricultural    implements  and 
managed  his  farm. 

The  next  business  to  which  Mr.  Fanckboner 
devoted  his  attention  was  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  monuments  and  gravestones,  in  which  he 
continued  some  three  years.  lie  owns  a  splendid 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  be- 
sides village  property  of  considerable  value,  and 
since  1881  has  engaged  exclusively  in  farming. 
He  still  supervises  the  place,  although  a  tenant  re- 
sides upon  it  and  cultivates  the  land.  Although 
his  personal  affairs  have  required  his  almost  undi- 
vided thought,  he  is  a  keen  observer  of  men 
and  things  and  contributes  his  quota  to  public 
enterprises.  Especially  has  he  maintained  close 
interest  in  the  County  Fair  and  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  securing  the  location  of  the  Fair 
Grounds  at  Schoolcraft. 

November  15,  1855,  Mr.  Fanckboner  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  to  Miss 
Adeline  McCreary,  the  sister  of  George  McCreary, 
whose  sketch  may  bo  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. Mrs.  Fanckboner  was  born  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  March  29,  1835,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  the  community.  A 
lady  of  great  amiability  and  culture,  she  has  been 
especially  active  in  temperance  work,  having 
signed  a  pledge  when  she  was  young  and  kept  it 
sacred  ever  since.  She  has  belonged  to  almost 
every  temperance  society  which  has  been  organized 
in  the  vicinity  of  her  home,  having  been  identified 
with  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Temperance,  Good 
Templars,  Crusade  Society,  White  Ribbon,  Blue 
Ribbon,  Prohibition  and  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  and  in  all  of  which  she  has  held 
offlcrs  of  trust  and  honor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fanckboner  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  Lottie  A.,  who  married 
Frank  Drummond,  and  died  October  15,  1888; 
Preston  W.,  who  chose  as  his  wife  Miss  Anna  Mack- 
lin,  and  Hattie  E.,  who  is  also  greatly  interested 
in  temperance  work  and  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Young  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 
She  is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  she  is  organist.  Mr.  Fanckboner  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Village  Board  and  was  its  President 
for  four  terms.     While  residing  in  Prairie  Ronde 


Township,  he  filled  the  position  of  Constable  and 
takes  considerable  interest  in  public  matters,  al- 
though he  is  independent  in  his  political  affiliations. 
He  contributes  to  the  support  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  an  active  meml)er, 
and  as  old  settlers  and  prominent  citizens,  both 
are  highl}^  esteemed  by  their  acquaintances. 


DWIN  VOSBURGII.  In  all  his  enterprises 
this  gentleman  has  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess, and  is  now  one  of  the  solid  business 
men  of  Kalamazoo  County,  having  for  many  years 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  on  section 
24,  Ross  Township.  He  owns  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  good  farming  land,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  of  which  comprise  his  home  place,  and  he 
occupies  a  beautiful  residence,  erected  in  1891. 

Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  is  the  native  place  of  Mr. 
Vosburgh,  who  was  born  December  7,  1835.  His 
parents,  David  and  Sophronia  (Loomis)  Yosburgh, 
were  natives  of  New  York,  and  he  was  reared  upon 
a  farm  there,  meanwhile  gaining  such  schooling  as 
was  possible  at  that  day.  In  1847,  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Michigan  and  located  with  them  in 
Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
he  was  a  witness  of  the  development  of  the  county. 
In  the  home  there  established,  his  parents  spent 
their  remaining  years,  and  at  tlieir  death  were 
survived  by  five  children:  Alonzo,  Edwin,  John, 
Miiford  and  Susan. 

The  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  the  clearing  of 
land,  removing  brush  and  stumps,  turning  the  first 
furrows  in  the  soil — all  this  work  was  particii)ated 
in  by  Mr.  Vosburgh.  Soon  after  commencing  for 
himself,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Romans,  and 
five  children  were  born  of  the  union,  three  of  whom 
still  survive,. namely:  Marshall,  who  married  Cora 
Foard;  Sarah,  wife  of  Benjamin  Piper,  and  Ella, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hudson. 

The  second  matrimonial  alliance  which  was  con- 
tracted by  Mr.  Yosburgh  brought  to  his  home  a 
bride  whose  maiden  name  was  Ellen  Romans,  and 
who  is  an  estimable  lady  of  great  kindness  of  heart. 
They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely: 
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Cora,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Stratton;  Dennis,  who  is 
living  in  Washington  State;  Manley,  David,  Susan, 
Walter  and  Bertha.  About  the  time  of  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Vosburgh  settled  upon  his 
present  farm,  where  he  has  since  remained,  engag- 
ing in  agricultural  pursuits  with  success. 

The  Democratic  party  has  a  stanch  adherent  in 
Mr.  Vosburgh,  who  uses  his  influence  and  ballot 
for  its  principles  and  candidates.  No  measure  is 
presented  of  public  importance  which  fails  to  re- 
ceive his  hearty  sympathy  and  active  assistance. 
His  life  has  been  such  as  to  win  the  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations  have 
brought  him  in  contact,  and  his  success  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  sterling  traits  of  character  which  he  pos- 
sesses. 


^j.iWiyhi 


■^  ^  ^.c^^^i^pt. 


^^\  ICHAEL  C.  CRONIN,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
I      \\\    most  prominent  physicians  of  Van  Buren 
I       Hi  County,  resides  in  Bangor,  where,  in  the 
^  few  years  since   he  came  to  that  place,  he 

has  built  up  an  extensive  practice,  and  has  secured 
hosts  of  friends,  not  onl}^  through  his  successful 
treatment  of  the  "  ills  wliicli  flesh  is  heir  to,''  but 
by  his  affable  manners  and  courteous  treatment  of 
every  one  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

Dr.  Cronin  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  his  birth  tak- 
ing place  at  Muncie,  September  9,  1806.  At  the 
age  of  eight  years,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Hartford  City,  Ind.,  where  he  was  educated  at 
Ridge ville  College.  He  afterward  taught  school 
for  five  terms  and  then  began  reading  medicine. 
In  1878,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
Butler  University,  in  his  native  State,  fi'om  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1881.  He  followed  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Hartford  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  located  at  South  Haven,  Mich.,  where  he 
practiced  for  nearly  two  years  in  partnership  with 
W.  C.  Ransom.  In  the  fall  of  1882,  he  came  to 
Bangor,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  has  been 
eminently  successful.  He  has  always  been  a  close 
student  and  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  scien- 
tific discoveries  and  in  everything  which  would  aid 
in  the  better  knowledge  of  the  human  system  and 
the  effects  of  drugs.     In  the  fall  of  1887,  Dr.  Cronin 


went  to  New  York  and  took  a  post-graduate  course 
in  Bellevue  Hospital  and  College,  thus  adding 
greatly  to  his  practical  experience  in  both  medi- 
cine and  surgery. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Mary 
(Trant)  Cronin,  were  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
but  emigrated  to  America  early  in  life.  The 
father  is  still  living  at  Hartford  City,  Ind.,  where 
he  has  four  sons  in  business,  one  being  a  physician, 
another  in  the  medical  college,  the  third  a  mer- 
chant, and  the  remaining  son  interested  in  buying 
and  selling  land. 

Dr.  Cronin  was  married  in  May,  1889,  to  Miss 
Emma  Willison,  of  Van  Buren  County.  Politically, 
the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat  and  strongly  attached  to 
his  party,  which  he  believes  holds  the  correct 
views  on  national  government.  He  has  a  beautiful 
residence  and  a  fine  office,  in  which  ma}'  be  found 
a  well-selected  library  of  books,  the  majority  of 
which  treat  especially  on  the  subjects  connected 
with  his  profession.  Dr.  Cronin  is  a  man  who  has 
lived  a  busy  and  useful  life,  is  liberal  and  generous 
to  all  demands  made  upon  his  time  or  purse,  and 
who  counts  his  friends  by  the  score. 


bAEERT  SLOTMAN.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch  has  attained  con- 
siderable prominence  in  agricultural  circles, 
by  reason  of  his  intelligence  and  progressive  tend- 
encies anfl  also  by  his  genial  and  frank  ways.  He  is 
at  present  residing  on  his  comfortable  farm  on  sec- 
tion 21,  OveriselTownship,  Allegan  County,  where 
he  gives  liis  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  his 
land  has  been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  cultiva- 
tion and  made  to  yield  handsome  returns. 

Mr.  Slotman  is  a  son  of  Lafert  and  Johanna 
vSlotman  and  was  born  March  4,  1848,  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  He  was  an  infant  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  this  State  and  located  in  Overisel  Town- 
ship, w^here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  was 
given  a  fair  education  in  tli'e  schools  of  his  neigh- 
borhood and  when  eighteen  3^ ears  of  age  started 
out  to  do  for  himself,  by  working  out  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  laborer. 
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Alice  Wagner  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
their  marriage  taking  place  in  Overisel  Township. 
Mrs.  Slotman  is  a  native  of  Holland  and  is  the 
daughter  of  CorneUus  Wagner,  also  a  native  of 
Holland.  She  was  brought  to  Grand  Haven,  this 
State,  when  a  child  of  seven  years  and  was  given 
a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  of  her 
neighborhood.  Her  father  died  in  Muskegon, 
where  her  mother  is  now  residing  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Seven  children  have  come  to  bless  the  home  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife,  six  of  whom  are  living 
at  the  present  writing  (1892).  They  bear  the 
names  respectively  of  Johanna,  Katie,  Willie,  Lena 
Flora  and  Lawrence.  One  child  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Slotman  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  excel- 
lent land  which  has  been  brought  to  its  present 
prosperous  condition  by  his  own  hands,  as  it  was 
in  its  primitive  state  when  he  purchased  it.  He 
has  erected  good  and  convenient  buildings  on  his 
farm  and  everything  about  the  premises  bears  the 
marks  of  the  industry  and  good  management  of 
the  owner. 

Mr.  Slotman  has  occupied  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  Township  Treasurer,  occupying  the  oflice 
for  two  years,  and  during  tliat  period  giving  entire 
satisfaction.  In  politics,  he  is  a  firm  adherent  of 
Democratic  principles.  He,  with  his  family,  is  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church  ai^d  is  highly  es- 
teemed as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  farming  com- 
munity with  which  he  has  been  identified  for  so 
many  years. 

x.^ ♦^•^^•^ / 
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^  AMES  BALE,  who  is  one  of  tlie  prominent 
and  representative  farmers  of  Antwerp 
Township, Van  Buren  County,  resides  on  sec- 
tion 3,  where  he  has  a  finely  cultivated  place. 
He  is  a  native  of  England,  having  been  born  in 
Devonshire,  Februar^^  27, 1827.  His  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Lettaby)  Bale,  were  natives  of  the 
same  shire,  where  the  father  was  a  house-builder  by 
occupation.  Both  parents  died  in  their  native 
land,  the  father  in   1834  and  the  mother  in  1844. 


They  were  consistent   members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation in  Devonshire,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  which  he  followed 
until  1849.  In  this  year,  on  April  1,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eliza  Pugsley.  She  also  was  a  native 
of  England  and  born  in  1822.  Five  children  were 
born  to  these  parents,  of  whom  four  are  living: 
Mary,  wife  of  Albert  Mosher,  who  has  two  children, 
Lena  and  Roy;  Jennie  E.,  who  is  at  home;  Waldin 
J.  married  Miss  Clara  B.  Sheldon,  and  they 
have  one  daughter  named  Beatrice;  Henrietta, 
wife  of  E.  H.  Babbitt,  resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  they  have  two  children,  James  B.  and  an  in- 
fant, William  Dean;  Eva  died  in  1853  at  the  age 
of  two  years. 

In  1849,  Mr.  Bale  emigrated  from  England 
to  the  United  States,  coming  at  once  to  Michigan 
and  settling  on  a  farm  in  Paw  Paw,  this  county, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  spring  of 
1859  when  he  removed  onto  a  farm  one  mile  from 
Paw  Paw.  Here  he  lived  for  several  years,  when 
he  sold  that  farm  and  moved  onto  the  place  where 
he  now  lives,  which  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres.  Here  his  wife  died,  February  22, 
1881.  She  was  an  excellent  woman  and  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Ikle 
was  again  married,  December  2,  1882,  this  time  to 
Mrs.  Isabella  (McBain)  Chesebvo.  She  is  a  native 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  born  February  19,  1840.  Mr. 
Chesebro  was  a  native  of  New  York,  born  October  5, 
1830,  and  was  principal  of  the  High  School  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  for  a  number  of  years  and 
also  held  the  office  of  School  Inspector.  lie  was  a 
Union  soldier  in  the  late  war,  serving  from  1863 
until  the  latter  part  of  1864,  when  he  was  taken 
ill  and  died  in  April  1865.  He  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  when  a  small  boy,  and 
lived  an  upright  Christian  life.  This  couple  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Crombie  S.,  who 
lives  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Grant,  who  was  born 
June  10,  1860,  died  February  13,  1888,  leaving  one 
son;  Jennie,  born  August  29,  1857,  is  the  Avife  of 
Francis  E.  Everts,  and  resides  at  (Uand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

Mrs.    Bale    is    the    daughter   of    William   and 
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Helen  ((!<)wie)  MeBaiii.  Heri)areiils  were  natives 
of  Scotland,  wliere'the  father  was  a  harness-maker 
by  trade,  which  occnpation  he  followed  in  the 
early  part  of  life.  In  1859,  he  emigrated  to  Mich- 
igan, settling  in  Grand  Rapids,  and  engaging  in 
farming  wliich  he  followed  nntil  his  death,  wiiich 
occurred  July  4, 1889.  The  mother  died  February 
13,  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Ellen,  wife  of  Even  Hendershot,  a  resident  near 
Grand  Rapids;  Jessie,  wife  of  Philip  Jewett,  resid- 
ing in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  William;  Janie,  de- 
ceased; and  Isabella.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Congregational  Cluirch. 

Mr.  Bale  is  the  only  child  living  of  the  parental 
family,  nine  in  nnmber.  Of  his  marriage  with  his 
last  wife,  he  has  no  children.  In  1849,  Mr.  Bale 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluirch,  in  which 
he  has  borne  an  active  part  ever  since,  having 
been  Steward,  Trustee  and  Class-leader  in  the  Paw 
Paw  Chnrch^'for  a  nnmber  of  years.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  same  church  and  they  are  active 
i  n  every  good  work 
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allARLES  8.  MAYNARD,  M.  D.  There  is, 
perhaps,  no  physician  and  surgeon  in  Paw 
'  Paw  more  skillful  and  progressive  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  and  whose  portrait  on  the  opposite  page 
perpetuates  his  lineaments.  He  was  born  in  Bata- 
via,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
S.  and  Lovina  (Stuart)  Maynard,  the  father  born 
in  Sudbury,  Mass.,  in  1803,  and  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry;  the  mother  was  born  in  Morrisville,  N.  Y. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  to  Forest- 
ville,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  when  he  was  an 
infant,  to  Buffalo  when  he  was  eight  years  old,  and 
to  Girard,  Erie  County,  Pa.,  when  he  was  thirteen. 
Tliey  remained  in  the  latter  place  until  Charles  S. 
reached  his  majority.  He  was  given  an  excellent 
education,  being  graduated  from  the  academy  at 
Girard  when  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  took  a 
thorough  course  in  Latin,  French  and  German,  and 
became  a  fluent  speaker  in  both  the  latter  lan- 
guages. He  was  a  great  lover  of  music  and  at  the 
early  age  of  twelve  years  received  training  in  that 


art,  studying  ])oth  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 
He  also  taught  music  in  the  old-fashioned  singing- 
schools  and  can  relate  many  an  interesting  tale  of 
his  experience  in  that  line. 

From  his  earliest  boyhood.  Dr.  Maynard  had  de- 
termined to  study  medicine,  but  as  he  had  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  it  was  not  until  he 
reached  his  twenty-fiftli  year,  that  he  was  enabled 
to  carry  his  resolution  into  effect.  Our  subject  on 
reaching  his  majority  w^as  married  in  Pennsylvania 
to  Miss  Cynthia  Ann  Weed.  He  attended  the  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Institute  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1858-59,  being  graduated  in  the  spring  of  the 
latter  yquv.  He  then  came  to  Paw  Paw,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  and  has  built  up  an  enviable 
reputation. 

Dr.  Maynard  was  commissioned  Assistant  Sur- 
geon in  the  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry  during  the 
late  war,  by  Gov.  Blair,  l)ut  did  not  accept  the 
position,  as  he  was  needed  at  home.  Had  he 
obeyed  his  inclinations,  he  would  have  entered  the 
service,  but  professional  dut}^  forbade  him  to  do 
so,  and  he  contented  himself  with  aiding  to  raise 
companies.  He  was  at  onetime  offered  a  Lieuten 
ant's  commission.  The  Doctor  was  a  Republican 
in  politics  in  early  life,  having  been  reared  a  Whig 
He  supported  Hayes  in  1876,  but  shortly  after 
joined  the  Greenback  party,  who  placed  him  on 
their  ticket  as  a  candidate  for  Representative. 

In  the  spring  of  1878,  Dr.  Maynard  was  elected 
President  of  Paw  Paw  and  served  most  acceptably 
for  one  term.  One  year  intervening,  he  was  again 
elected  to  that  responsible  position,  holding  the 
office  for  four  years,  which  was  two  and  a  half 
times  as  long  as  any  other  incumbent;  he  declined 
to  serve  a  sixth  term.  Dr.  Maynard  was  also 
Township  School  Inspector  for  two  years.  He  is 
the  present  Health  Officer  of  Paw  Paw  Town- 
ship, having  held  that  office  for  the  past  ten  years. 
He  has  been  Director  of  the  Paw  Paw  Schools 
since  1882,  and  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his 
time  and  influence  to  building  up  the  schools  here, 
and  ma}^  well  be  proud  of  the  result  of  his  labors, 
as  the  city  has  as  good  institutions  of  learning  as 
are  to  be  found  in  Michigan. 

In  1884,  Dr.  Maynard  became  a  Democrat  and 
supported  Cleveland.     In    1888,  he   received  the 


678 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Democratic  nomination  for  Congress  from  the 
Fourth  District,  and,  although  that  section  was 
strongly  Republican,  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  by 
several  hundred  votes.  The  Doctor  is  very  prom- 
inent in  political  affairs,  and  has  been  a  delegate 
to  various  conventions,  helping  to  nominate  the 
successful  ticket  at  Grand  Rapids,  in  1890. 

Our  subject,  although  reared  a  Methodist,  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  four  chil- 
dren born  to  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are:  Ella, 
widow  of  Sidney  Lewis,  who  has  a  daughter,  Miss 
Nellie  Lewis;  Kate,  who  married  James  E.  Ander- 
son, has  four  children;  Hattie,  who  is  a  teacher  of 
[penmanship  and  book-keeping  in  the  Paw  Paw 
public  school;  and  William  S.,  the  youngest  child, 
wiio  was  drowned  at  the  aae  of  sixteen. 


f^jENJAMIN  F.   IIECKERT,   attorney-at-law 
^^    and  Probate  Judge  of  Paw  Paw,  Van  Buren 


County,  was  born  in  Wayne  Count}^,  Ohio, 
March  29,  1840,  to  John  D.  and  Saloma 
(Hersh)  Heckert.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  died  on  a  farm  in  Ohio,  in  1844.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  died  in  1877. 
Our  subject  remained  on  the  farm  in  Wayne 
County  until  eighteen,  when  he  took  a  course  at 
Canaan  Academy,  and  began  teaching  at  nineteen. 
He  taught  two  terms,  the  last  one  the  winter  be- 
fore the  war. 

On  April  18,  1861,  three  days  after  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  for  seventy-five  thousand 
men,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Six- 
teenth Ohio  Infantry.  He  was  in  the  first  engage- 
ment of  the  war,  at  Philippi,  also  Rich  Mountain 
and  Carrick's  Ford.  At  the  end  of  three  months, 
August,  1861,  he  helped  to  get  up  a  company 
among  his  old  schoolmates  and  neighbors.  In  that 
company  he  was  appointed  Orderly-Sergeant,  and 
in  February,  1862,was  promoted  to  be  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. They  went  into  camp  at  Camp  Tiffin^ 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  then  at  Camp  Dennison, 
where  they  remained  a  month  and  then  went  to 
Lexington,  Ky.  January  1,  1862,  they  were 
ordered  to  Mill  Springs,  and  from  there  to  Cum- 
berland Ford,  and  in  June  of  that  year  they  helped 


to  capture  Cumberland  Gap.  Here  they  remained 
until  August,  and  then  went  to  Tazewell,  Tenn., 
where  they  fought  Kirby  Smith's  command.  From 
here  they  retreated  to  the  Ohio  River,on  account  of 
supplies  being  short.  They  had  to  live  by  fora- 
ging on  the  country,  mostly  for  green  corn  which 
was  grated  and  baked.  They  refitted  at  Gallipolis 
and  went  up  theKanahwa  Valley  to  Charleston,  W. 
Va.  From  Portland  they  started  for  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  there  went  into  camp.  From  Memphis 
was  organized  tlie  expedition  against  Vicksburg, 
and  the  regiment  was  under  Sherman.  They  took 
transports  to  Johnson's  Landing  on  the  Yazoo 
River,  where,  after  skirmishing  two  or  three  days, 
they  charged  the  enemy's  works  on  December  29, 
1862,  and  were  repulsed.  Our  subject  was  cap- 
tured at  this  place  and  held  prisoner  five  months 
at  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Mobile,  Atlanta,  and 
finally  at  Libby  Prison,  two  months  of  the  time. 
In  May,  1863,  he  was  exchanged  and  joined  his 
regiment  in  front  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  at  the 
fall  of  Vicksburg  and  then  went  with  Sherman  to 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  fought  Johnson.  After  a  while 
at  various  places  in  the  South,  the  regiment  went 
to  Ft.  Esperanza,  Tex.,  and  remained  there  till 
April,  1864.  They  then  went  up  the  Red  River  to 
re-info rce  Gen.  Banks,  and  his  regiment  helped  to 
dam  the  river  and  float  the  federal  gunboats  over 
and  down  the  rapids.  They  went  into  camp  at 
Morganza  Bend,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
that  fall,  his  term  of  enlistment  having  expired, 
he  was  ordered  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  be  mustered 
out.  In  the  spring  of  1865,  he  began  to  attend 
school  at  Hayesville,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a 
year  and  a  half.  He  then  entered  the  University 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  studying  in  the  Law  De- 
partment in  the  fall  of  1867. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  graduated  from 
the  University  in  1869,  and  located  at  South  Ha- 
ven to  practice  law.  He  was  married  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  April  30,  1868,  to  Miss  Emily  M. 
Barr,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  H.  and  Ca- 
roline (Metcalf)  Barr.  Her  father  is  a  Presbyte- 
rian minister.  Our  subject  lived  at  South  Haven 
six  years,  where  he  was  Village  Attorney  and  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  was  elected  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner  in  1872.     In  July,  1874,  he  was  ap- 
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pointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  eoiint^%  and 
in  October,  1875,  he  located  in  Paw  Paw.  Mr. 
Ifeckert  was  three  times  elected  Prosecuting  At- 
torney after  tliat.  lie  began  his  practice  here, 
and,  in  1888,  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  Court, 
the  duties  of  wliicli  office  lie  is  faithfully  discharg- 
ing, lie  has  also  been  Village  Attorney  a  num- 
ber of  3^ears.  In  the  fall  of  1886,  he  went  to  Kan- 
sas City,  but  remained  there  only  a  few  months, 
when  he  returned.  In  politics,  this  gentleman  is 
a  stalwart  Republican. 


ORD  B.  CUMMINGS,  deceased.  In  the 
death  of  this  gentleman,  Richland  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  was  deprived  of  one  of 
its  active  and  representative  citizens  who  had  long- 
been  an  lionored  and  rnfluential  resident  of  this 
place.  The  State  of  his  birth  was  New  York,  where 
he  was  born  February  19,  1826.  His  parents  were 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Cummings,  and  he  was  a 
brother  of  S.  S.  Cummings,  ex-Postmaster  of  Rich- 
land. 

Mr.  Cummings  was  a  mere  lad  when  he  jour- 
neyed to  this  county  with  his  parents  and  was  here 
reared  to  man's  estate.  His  early  youth  was  spent 
on  the  farm,  assisting  his  father  and  attending  the 
common  schools.  He  took  as  his  life  companion, 
July  2,  1859,  Miss  Emily  Stewart,  a  native  of  Por- 
tage County,  Ohio,  having  had  her  birth  August 
6,  1838.  Mrs.  Cummings  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Sybila  (Waller)  Stewart,  the  father  coming 
from  Ireland  and  the  mother  from  Connecticut. 
They  came  to  this  county  about  1845,  and  located 
land  in  Richland  Township,  where  the  father 
passed  away  in  1850  and  the  mother  in  1872. 
They  had  born  to  them  ten  children,  of  whom  the 
following-named  survive:  Waller;  Mrs.  Cummings; 
Betsey,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Philow,  and  Julia, 
wife  of  George  Mason. 

For  a  time,  our  subject  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Chicago,  111.,  and  after  his  marriage 
settled  on  the  farm  where  his  good  widow  now  re- 
sides.    He  cultivated   this  place  and  did  general 


farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  December 
3,  1888.  When  he  took  the  place,  it  was  but  a 
wilderness  and  he  made  a  splendid  estate  of  it, 
erected  good  substantial  buildings  of  all  kinds  and 
effected  excellent  improvements.  He  was  a  hard 
worker  and  paid  close  attention  to  his  business.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  school  matters  and  served 
on  the  School  Board  of  his  district  and  was  al- 
ways in  favor  of  anything  that  would  better  the 
condition  of  the  schools  and  the  tow^nship.  He 
was  a  kind  and  loving  father  and  husband  and 
an  obliging  neighbor  and  not  only  is  he  mourned 
])y  his  family  but  by  the  whole  conjmunity. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  had  born  to  them  two  children,  whom 
they  named  Harriet  and  Nettie.  They  are  both 
fu'st-class  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
county.  Mrs.  Cummings  resides  on  and  has  the 
supervision  of  the  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
five  acres  and  the  place  shows  her  sagacious  judg- 
ment and  business  ability.  She  is  a  lady  much 
liked  and  respected,  as  are  also  her  tw^o  daughters 
who  arc  active  members  of  the  best  society  in  the 
township.  Mrs.  Cummings  is  a  consistent  and 
valued  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


ESSE  S.  BARTON,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Paw  Paw,  was  born  in  Waslitenaw  County 
this  State,  July  17,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Charity  (Stevens)  Barton, 
natives  of  New'  York,  who  removed  to  A^an  Buren 
County  when  Jesse  S.  was  a  youth  of  fourteen. 
He  received  a  common -school  education  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm.  AVhen  about  eighteen,  he  com- 
menced in  life  for  himself  and  bought  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  comprising  eighty  acres  in  Almena 
Township,  which  he  cleared  and  afterward  sold. 
He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Al- 
mena Township,  and  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  business  interests  of  the  communit3\ 

January  23,  1866,  Mr.  Barton  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Swick,  who  was  born  at  Big  Flats,  N. 
Y.,  October  26,  1842.  Her  father,  Rev.  B.  R. 
Swick,  was  born  in  New   York  January  2,    1808, 
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and  was  a  well-known  Baptist  clergyman  of  West- 
ern New  York.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Hila  Ann  Armstrong,  born  in  New  York  State, 
July  15,  1805,  and  the  union  was  blest  by  the  birth 
of  ten  children,  aeven  of  whom  attained  to  mature 
years.  They  now  reside  in  Michigan  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Mrs.  Mary  Burnett,  whose  home  is  in 
Lisbon,  Dak.  The  mother  of  the  family  died  in 
Bath,  N.  Y.,  in  April,  1850,  but  the  father  survived 
until  August,  1870,  when  he  passed  awa}^,  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

By  a  course  of  study  in  the  common  schools  and 
the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  Mrs. 
Barton  prepared  herself  for  the  profession  of  a 
teacher,  which  she  entered  upon  at  the  early  age  of 
seventeen,  teaching  some  five  terms  in  New  York. 
She  came  to  Michigan  in  October,  1862,  and  com- 
menced to  teach,  continuing  to  follow  that  profess- 
ion until  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Barton.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen,  she  was  converted  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  When  quite  young, 
she  began  to  write  for  publication,  her  first  poems 
being  published  w^hen  she  was  seventeen. 

At  that  time  Mrs.  Barton  had  no  thought  of 
ever  collecting  her  writings,  but  in  later  years, 
when  her  health  failed,  she  interested  herself  in 
collecting  her  various  poems,  which  she  published 
in  1882  in  an,  edition  entitled  "For  Friendship's 
Sake."  As  a  writer,  her  style  is  pleasing,  clear 
and  flowing,  while  the  sentiment  of  her  produc- 
tions is  lofty  and  noble.  However,  she  is  equally 
well  known  through  her  ministerial  work,  which 
probably  had  its  origin  in  the  spring  of  1874,  when 
she  was  requested  by  the  Sunda3^-school  Superin- 
tendent at  Waverly  to  take  charge  of  the  Young 
People's  Bible  Class.  With  great  reluctance,  she 
accepted  that  responsible  position,  which  she  re- 
tained for  three  years,  when  the  class  became  so 
large  that  she  was  compelled  to  divide  it. 

As  the  reward  of  her  consecrated  efforts,  Mrs. 
Barton  saw  her  husband  profess  Christ  in  1876,  as 
well  as  the  majority  of  the  members  of  her  class, 
numbering  more  than  fifty.  During  the  absence 
of  the  pastor,  Rev.  B.  L.  Frescott,  at  the  Centen- 
nial, she  was  requested  to  read  a  sermon,  which 
she  did,  and  afterward  aided  her  pastor  in  revival 
services.     The  following:  winter  she  was  called   to 


be  pastor  of  a  newly  organized  church  at  Glidden- 
burg,  six  miles  west  of  Paw  Paw,  and  accepted 
the  charge,  remaining  there  for  one  year.  She 
then  accepted  a  call  from  her  home  church  at 
Waverly,  where  she  remained  two  years. 

On  account  of  nervous  prostration,  Mrs.  Barton 
was  compelled  to  cease  fi-om  the  ministry  for  per- 
haps three  years,  and  upon  recovering  her  health 
she  commenced  evangelizing  in  various  places. 
Afterward  she  remained  for  a  few  months  as  pas- 
tor of  the  church  at  Gliddenburg,  and  from  there 
going  to  Oshtemo,  where  she  was  pastor  of  the 
church  for  one  year.  In  the  winter  of  1886-87, 
she  assisted  in  revival  work  at  Paw  Paw,  and 
during  the  following  spring  accepted  a  call  to  the 
Free  Baptist  Church  here,  where  she  has  since  la- 
bored with  excellent  results.  In  December,  1886, 
she  was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  will  doubt- 
less devote  her  energies  to  her  chosen  work  so 
long  as  life  shall  last. 

In  her  home,  the  Rev.  Anna  Barton  is  a  devoted 
wife  and  loving  mother;  as  a  friend,  she  is  faith- 
ful, and  as  a  neighbor  unselfish  and  generous.  Her 
life  is  an  exemplification  of  her  Christian  belief, 
and  in  all  her  actions  and  writings  she  is  actuated 
by  an  overwhelming  desire  to  win  mankind  to 
Christ.  Her  labors  have  been  blest  and  through 
her  ministration  of  the  Word  many  have  pro- 
fessed Christianity.  She  has  ever  been  a  tender 
and  wise  mother  and  counsellor  to  the  three  chil- 
dren that  have  blest  her  union.  Of  her  family, 
the  youngest  child  alone  remains  under  the  paren- 
tal roof,  the  others  ha  ving  established  homes  of 
their  own. 

The  only  daughter,  Minnie,  who  was  born  in 
Almena  Township,  November  14,  1864,  graduated 
from  the  Paw  Paw  High  School  in  1888  and  after 
teaching  for  a  few  years  was  married,  August  19, 
1891,  to  Elmer  Aseltine,  a  native  of  Vermont  and 
a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Gobleville.  William 
B.,  who  was  born  in  Almena  Township,  September 
27,  1866,  now  resides  in  Dowagiac,  this  State.  He 
was  married,  March  11,  1867,  to  Miss  Anna  Snyder, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Leta.  Phineas  Almond, 
was  born  in  Almena  Township,  April  29,  1871, 
and  expects  to  follow  the  calling  of  a  farmer.  He 
is  not  married. 


^y^^^^^     y^-t>C^^ 
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^^ LIVER  A  LaCRONE,  M.  D.  This  promi- 
(l  )1)  ii^^^t^"^  successful  physician  of  Kalamazoo 
^^'  has  an  office  at  No.  127  South  Burdick 
Street.  His  practice  is  confined  to  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  throat,  in  which  he 
has  been  eminently  successful.  His  suite  of  rooms 
is  supplied  with  a  complete  assortment  of  medical 
equipments  which  modern  science  render  necessary 
to  the  successful  practice  of  medicine,  and  his  ex- 
clusive attention  and  best  efforts  are  devoted  to 
his  chosen  calling. 

Dr.  LaCrone,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  December 
21,  1859.  His  father,  Peter,  and  his  mother, 
Sarah  (Evans)  LaCrone,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  also  they  were  united  in  marriage. 
Soon  afterward  they  removed  to  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of  a  tailor 
and  remained  a  few  years,  going  thence  to  Spring- 
field, the  same  State.  A  man  of  strict  integrity  and 
persevering  energy,  he  was  sincerely  mourned 
when,  in  1860,  he  passed  from  the  scenes  of  his  for- 
mer activities.  His  widow  survived  fifteen  years 
and  died  in  Wooster,  Ohio. 

The  youngest  of  eight  children,  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter,  our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days 
in  his  native  place,  where  he  gleaned  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  Later  he  entered 
Oberlin  University,  at  Westerville,  Ohio,  and  there 
took  advantage  of  the  excellent  opportunities 
granted  him  for  the  extending  of  his  knowledge  by 
becoming  familiar  with  history  and  science.  He 
came  to  this  State  soon  after  completing  his  course 
in  college,  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  teaching 
a  country  school  near  Berrien  Center. 

The  profession  of  medicine  early  attracted  the 
attention  of  Dr.  LaCrone,  who  resolved  to  choose 
it  for  his  life  work  and  accordingly  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  graduated  in  1886.  He  returned 
to  Berrien  Center  and  opened  an  office  for  general 
practice,  continuing  in  that  place  until  he  received 
the  appointment  of  Assistant  Professor  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, where  he  was  engaged  during  1889-90.  That 
appointment  attests  the  high  opinion  in  which 
he  was  held  by  the  faculty  of  the  University.  In 
31  K 


June,  1890,  he  located  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
has  since  remained  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  practice. 

December  27,  1883,  Dr.  LaCrone  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Imogene,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Thomas  Mars,  of  Berrien  Center,  this  State.  Mrs. 
LaCrone,  who  was  a  refined  and  cultured  lady  of 
great  nobility  of  character,  died  in  Kalamazoo, 
March  12, 1891,  leaving  two  sons.  Mars  and  Frank 
Wood.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Kalama- 
zoo Academy  of  Medicine,  of  which  he  is  Secretary. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  State  Medical  Societj^ 
and  the  Washtenaw  County  Medical  Society,  and 
has  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  these  var- 
ious medical  organizations.  Socially,  he  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  having  attained  the  rank  of 
Knight  Templar,  and,  politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  In  the  Capital  Building  and  Loan 
Association  he  is  deeply  interested  and  is  at  present 
its  efficient  Secretary. 


_^] 


-^3 
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/^EORGE  S.  NYE.  The  history  of  any  com- 
Itl  munity  is  the  history  of  the  individuals 
.^^jjj  composing  it,  and,  in  proportion  as  the  lat- 
ter are  thrifty  or  indolent,  will  the  former  progress 
or  decay.  Kalamazoo  County  has  been  fortunate 
in  the  class  of  people  who  liave,  in  mature  3  ears, 
sought  a  home  within  its  limits,  as  well  as  those 
who  have  here  passed  their  entire  lives.  Since  Mr. 
Nye  came  to  this  county  in  1874,  he  has  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  development  of  its  resources 
and  is  now  one  of  its  most  highly-respected  citi- 
zens. 

The  eighty-acre  farm  which  Mr.  Nye  owns  and 
operates  is  located  on  section  25,  Comstock  Town- 
ship, and  through  his  efforts  has  been  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Born  in  Portage, 
County,  Ohio,  near  the  village  of  Kent,  October  20, 
1844,  he  is  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Mary  A.  (Olin) 
Nye,  natives,  respectively,  of  Chester  Township, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  and  Shaftsbury,  Vt.  The 
father,  whose  birth  occurred  April  13,  1808,  was 
reared  in  his  native  township,  whence,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  he  removed  to  Ohio.  He  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  on  the  Western  Reserve, 
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but,  in  1876,  sold  his  property  there  and  came  to 
Galesburgh,  this  State,  where  he  died  three  years 
afterward. 

During  the  early  days  in  the  history  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Nye,  8r.,  was  one  of  its 
prominent  members,  and,politically,  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  party.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
May  12,  1812,  remained  in  Vermont  until  she  was 
twelve  years  old,  and  then  accompanied  her  parents 
to  New  York.  She  died  in  Ohio  in  1856.  On  the 
paternal  side,  our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  to 
England,  while  tlirough  his  mother  he  is  of  Welsh 
origin.  In  1678,  John  Olin  emigrated  from  Wales 
to  America,  settling  in  Rhode  Island  when  it  was  a 
province  of  Great  Britain,  and  became  the  founder 
of  the  Olin  family  in  this  country.  It  is  supposed 
tliat  there  are  fifty  thousand  members  of  that  fam- 
ily now  living. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  namely:  Ezra  O.,  who  was  born  January 
17,  1839;  Ruth  A.,  born  August  13,  1841  and  died 
February  13,  1854;  George  S.;  James  S.,  born  July 
12,  1847;  J.  B.,  born  March  13,  1852  and  died  Sep- 
tember 17,  1856.  George  S.,  the  third  child  in  the 
family,  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  mother  died, 
after  which  he  went  to  live  with  Arvin  Olin. 
There  he  remained  until  he  was  of  age,  meanwhile 
attending  school  at  Earlville  and  the  Business  Col- 
lege at  Cleveland.  He  followed  the  profession  of 
a  teacher  for  some  time,  teaching  five  terms  in 
Ohio  and  four  m  Michigan. 

In  September,  1876,  in  company  with  his  broth- 
ers, he  went  on  a  prospecting  tour  to  Southwestern 
Missouri,  thence  to  Kansas,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
in  Butler  County.  Thereafter  he  spent  his  win- 
ters teaching  in  New  York  and  the  summers  on  his 
Kansas  farm  until  1879,  when  he  traded  his  land 
for  the  home  he  now  owns.  However,  he  had  re- 
sided in  Kalamazoo  County  prior  to  the  purchase 
of  the  farm,  having  come  hither  in  the  fall  of  1874, 
teaching  school  in  Richland  Township  the  fol- 
lowing winter. 

February  17,  1875,  Mr.  Nye  was  married  to 
Celia,  only  daughter  of  Bela  and  Patsy  (Fisher) 
Wright,  of  Augusta  Township.  Mrs.  Nye  was 
born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  April  4,  1850, 
and  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Fannie 


A.,  born  January  31,  1875,  and  now  a  pupil  of  the 
Galesburgh  school;  Flora  M.,  born  July  2,  1876, 
also  a  student  in  the  school  at  Galesburgh;  William 
B.,  born  June  27, 1883;  Mary  A.,  August  3,  1885; 
Nellie  A.,  October  12,  1887,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home. 

A  strong  Republican  politically,  Mr.  Nye  has 
served  as  School  Inspector  and  Town  Clerk.  In 
Galesburgh  Lodge,  No.  92,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  he  has  held  the  principal 
oflfices.  Together  with  his  family,  he  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  is  Steward  and  Recording  Secretary,  and 
has  been  a  faithful  worker  from  the  time  of  his 
identification  therewith.  At  present,  he  is  the 
teacher  of  the  Bible  Class  in  the  Sunday-school. 
He  is  now  historian  of  the  Olin  family,  which 
numbers  its  representatives  in  almost  every  por- 
tion of  the  Union  and  has  increased  over  one 
thousand  one  hundred  during  the  past  hundred 
years. 


r5o~ 


AVID  VAN  WOERT,  residing  on  section 
16,  Comstock  Township,  is  one  of  the  ex- 
perienced, prosperous  farmers  of  Kalama- 
zoo County,  and  is  highl}^  thought  of  by 
the  people  among  whom  he  has  passed  so  many 
pleasant  years.  He  was  born  in  Oneonta  Town- 
ship, Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  May  29,  1819.  His 
father,  Adrian  Van  Woert,  was  born  in  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  there  reared.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  left  his  early  home,  and  in  tlie  course  of 
years  established  another  in  Otsego  County.  In 
1850,  he  came  toMichigan,  and,  locating  on  section 
16,  Comstock  Township,  on  an  eighty-acre  farm, 
spent  his  remaining  years  in  this  county,  dying  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six.  His  farm  was  but  little  de- 
veloped when  he  took  possession  of  it,  moving 
into  a  log  house,  16x24  feet,  that  stood  thereon, 
and  he  and  his  sons  worked  hard  to  prepare  the 
land  for  cultivation,  and  make  needed  improve- 
ments. He  was  a  man  of  upright  habits  and  char- 
acter, and  worthy  of  all  regard.  In  politics,  he 
favored  the  Republican  party.  Our  subject's  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Jacob  Van  Woert,  was  born  in 
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Albany,  N.  Y.,  of  Dutch  parents.  The  mother  of 
our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Betsy 
Young,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  beautiful  Mo- 
hawk Valley  in  New  York.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
David  Young,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  captured  by  the  Indians.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  had  four  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, except  the  eldest  child,  and  two  daughters 
and  three  sons  are  yet  living:  Jacob,  David, Sarah, 
Rachel  and  Andrew. 

David  Van  Woert  is  the  second  son  and  second 
child  of  the  family.  He  obtained  his  schooling  in  his 
native  place,  and  resided  there  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and 
never  was  separated  from  him  as  long  as  the  latter 
lived,  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  having  the 
care  of  him  in  his  old  age.  He  was  in  the  prime  of 
early  manhood  when  he  came  to  Michigan  to  settle 
permanently,  arriving  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Oc- 
tober 20,  1853,  and  locating  with  his  father  on  sec- 
tion 16,  Comstock  Township.  He  remained  with 
him  until  he  died,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm 
in  1878,  after  the  death  of  his  parents.  He  had  at 
one  time  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres,  but 
disposed'of  several  acres  at  a  good  price,  and  thus 
reduced  the  area  of  his  homestead  to  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  acres.  He  cleared  the  most  of  it,  his 
son  doing  some  of  the  work,  and  he  has  it  well 
tilled,  and  the  improvements  upon  it  are  of  a  sub- 
stantial class.  Mr.  Van  Woert  raises  good  stock, 
of  high  grade,  and  makes  his  harvest  fields  profit- 
able by  his  intelligent  mode  of  cultivation.  He 
has  secured  for  himself  an  assured  position  among 
the  moneyed  men  of  the  township,  and  his  fellows- 
citizens  find  him  a  good  man  to  deal  with,  as  he  is 
just  and  fair  in  his  bargains,  and  never  attempts  to 
over-reach  others.  His  political  views  accord  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he 
gives  his  hearty  support. 

Mr.  Van  Woert  was  married  in  his  county  to 
Miss  Mary  Wescott,  the  marriage  taking  place  in 
Milford  Township,  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  April, 
1842.  Mrs.  Van  Woert  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship, November  19,  1823,  the  seventh  child  of  Ran- 
dolph and  Maria  (Barr)  Wescott,  who  were  natives, 
lespectively,  of  Milford  Township  and  New  York 


City.  The  father  died  in  his  native  town,  and  the 
mother  died  in  Michigan.  In  their  pleasant  wed- 
ded life  six  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  namely:  Emma  N.,  wife  of  John 
Woodhouse,  of  Van  Buren  County;  Albert  W.,  a 
resident  of  Comstock  Township;  James  R.,  whore- 
sides  at  Grand  Rapids;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Nathan 
Newton,  a  farmer  of  Charleston  Township;  Joseph, 
deceased;  and  David  E.,  who  married  John  Ralph, 
and  has  two  children,  Mabel  and  Blanche.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Newton  also  have  two  children,  namelj^: 
Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Robert  Ciossgrove,  of  Galesburg; 
and  Addie  M.,  at  home  with  her  parents.  They 
also  have  an  adopted  son,  George  J.  Newton. 


-I  If  >■■  I  > 
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^^EORGE  P.  STUART.  Schoolcraft  Town- 
III  ^— -.  ship,  Kalamazoo  County,  is  the  home  of 
^^|]  many  enterprising  and  successful  farmers, 
among  whom  we  are  pleased  to  mention  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  owns  a  beautiful  farm  on 
section  21.  For  a  full  history  of  his  parents,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  William  Stuart, 
found  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of 
the  parental  family  of  seven  children,  his  natal  day 
being  October  8, 1832,  and  the  place  of  his  nativity 
New  York  City.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Michigan  in  1837,  they  settling 
in  Schoolcraft,  where  he  grew  to  mature  years  and 
where  he  has  always  resided.  Our  subject  has  al- 
ways followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  has  made 
a  signal  success  of  his  calling. 

George  P.  Stuart  was  married  in  Schoolcraft 
Township,  March  7,  1861,  to  Miss  Sophia,  an 
adopted  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Sarah  (Barnard) 
Simmons.  Mrs.  Stuart  was  born  in  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 4, 1837,  and  was  brought  to  this  township  when 
quite  young  by  her  parents.  They  have  been 
granted  two  children:  William  G.,  who  married 
Nena  Hay  den ,  and  Bertie  G.  In  politics,  Mr.  Stuart 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  is  not  an  office- 
seeker,  preferring  to  let  others  hold  public  posi- 
tions who  have  more  time  to  give.  His  wife  is  an 
active  worker  in  all  religious  affairs. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  proprietor  of 
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an  estate  wliieh  numbers  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  upon  which  he  has  placed  all  the  modern 
improvements,  believing  that  the  best  methods  and 
latest  inventions  bring  him  in  the  largest  returns. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Haig)  Stuart,  were  married  March  26,  1827.  The 
father  was  born  in  August,  1805,  in  County  Ber- 
wick, Scotland,  where  his  mother's  birth  occurred 
in  August,  1808. 


ify^\  ARTIN  BACON.  One  of  the  men  who 
have  been  prominently  interested  in  the 
development  of  Portage  Township,  Ka- 
lamazoo County,  is  this  gentleman.  He 
was  born  near  Lincoln,  England,  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1827,  and  there  passed  the  early 
years  of  his  life  and  remained  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  He  was  engaged  as  a  shepherd 
from  the  time  he  was  fifteen  years  old  until 
twenty-four,  having  the  care  of  sheep  and  cattle. 

In  the  spring  of  1851,  Mr.  Bacon  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  lived  in  Medina,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
for  two  years,  being  employed  on  a  farm.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  he  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County  to  look  for  land,  and  located  on  eighty 
acres  in  Portage  Township,  which  he  purchased 
with  the  money  he  had  saved  from  time  to  time. 
This  land  is  located  on  sections  13  and  14.  He 
built  a  small  house  on  his  farm  in  1860  and  in 
1875  erected  the  fine  residence  which  he  now  occu- 
pies, and  a  view  of  which  may  be  found  else- 
where. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  this  country 
at  the  same  time  he  did  and  located  in  Kalamazoo 
County  in  1835.  Mr.  Bacon  was  married  on  the 
9th  of  March,  1861,  in  Oshtemo  Township,  to  Lu- 
titia  Harris,  a  native  of  England.  By  this  union 
three  children  have  been  born:  Elmer,  who  died 
when  about  seven  years  old;  Ellsworth  and  David 
H.  Mrs.  Bacon  was  called  to  the  world  unknown 
December  21,  1884,  and  our  subject  was  again 
married  in  September,  1885,  choosing  as  his  wife 
Mrs.  Lydia  J.  Snow,  nee  Powers,  widow  of  Nelson 
Snow,    who    died    in    Portage   Township.      Mrs. 


Bacon  is  the  mother  of  two  children  by  her  first 
husband:  Mary  I.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  L. 
Luce,  and  Henry. 

Mr.  Bacon  has  erected  a  first-class  set  of  buildings 
on  his  place  which  comprises  three  hundred  and 
three  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  located  in  Port- 
age Township.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs  and  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Of 
a  very  generous  disposition,  he  has  given  liberally 
of  his  means  toward  erecting  churches.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  late  war  in  raising  men 
and  furnishing  means  for  the  soldiers.  He  and  his 
worthy  wife  are  honored  in  tlie  community  as 
straightforward,  honest  and  upright  Christian 
people. 


^^ 


^.4.^;^^  .4.,.^ 
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^  RA  D.  MATTESON.  He  of  whom  we  shall 
Ij  attempt  to  give  a  short  biographical  sketch  in 
/|1  outline  is  one  of  the  prominent  agriculturists 
of  Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  at  present  residing 
on  a  fine  farm,  situated  on  section  15,  Portage 
Township,  which  is  embellished  with  a  good  resi- 
dence and  all  necessary  outbuildings.  A  view  of 
the  place,  which  ranks  among  the  finest  in  tlie 
community,  is  presented  on  another  page. 

Mr.  Matteson  is  the  son  of  Allen  G.  and  Maria 
(Maxson)  Matteson,  natives  of  New  York.  They 
came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1847,  settling  in 
Branch  County,  where  the  father  died  about  six 
years  later.  The  mother  passed  from  this  life  in 
Kansas,  after  having  married  for  her  second  hus- 
band Henry  H.  Haner.  They  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  Ira  D.,  who  was  born  in  Bennington,  Wy- 
oming County,  N.  Y.,  April  29,  1839,  was  the 
fourth.  Soon  after  the  death  of  the  husband  and 
father,  Mrs.  Matteson  removed  to  Kalamazoo 
County  with  her  family,  locating  in  this  township, 
where  our  subject  has  since  been  a  resident. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  gives  his  time  and 
attention  to  cultivating  his  farm  and  raising  stock, 
of  which  he  has  some  fine  specimens.  His  estate 
comprises  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  choice 
land,  which  he  operates  so  as  to  bring  In  the 
largest  returns*  Miss  Estella  Lanning  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  January   24,    1881,  their  mar- 
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riage  being  celebrated  in  Schoolcraft.  Mrs.  Mat- 
teson  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Jane  Lan- 
ning,  residents  of  Portage,  Kalamazoo  County, 
this  State. 

Mr.  Matteson  has  been  very  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  served  one  term  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  lias  always  taken  an  active  part  in  lo- 
cal politics,  and  in  all  the  country  there  is  no 
more  ardent  or  consistent  Republican,  no  man  of 
better  impulses  and  stricter  integrity.  Socially, 
he  is  a  Mason,  being  a  charter  member  of  Portage 
Lodge,  No.  340,  of  which  body  he  has  been 
Master.  He  is  also  identified  with  Portage  Grange, 
No.  16,  and  stands  high  in  that  order.  Mr.  Mat- 
teson is  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and  his  influ- 
ence in  the  commimity  is  always  for  good. 


^1/ACOB  CLTNE.  Many  well-cultivated  farms 
may  be  found  in  Kalamazoo  County,  bear- 
.^  ing  every  indication  of  the  thrift  and  pros- 
\^fJ  perity  of  the  proprietor.  Among  them  is  a 
fine  estate  on  section  26,  Texas  Township,  which 
comprises  two  hundred  acres  and  is  embellished 
with  a  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings,  including 
a  commodious  residence,  a  view  of  which  is  shown 
on  another  page.  It  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Cline, 
who  has  here  resided  since  1883,  although  his  home 
had  been  in  the  county  for  many  years  prior  to 
the  purchase  of  this  property. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Sarah 
(Thorn)  Cline,  were  natives,  respectively,  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  and  Virginia.  After  their 
marriage,  they  sojourned  for  a  time  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio;  afterward  resided  a  few  years  in 
Union  County,  the  same  State,  and  thence  in  1835 
came  to  Kalamazoo,  where  they  lived  one  year. 
From  that  city  they  removed  to  Richland  Town- 
ship, where  they  remained  on  a  farm  one  year. 
The  father  died  in  Cooper  Township,  December 
24,  1873.  The  mother  survived  until  February 
3,  1889,  when  she  passed  away  at  her  home  in 
Texas  Township. 

It  was  during  their  residence  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  that  Jacob,  the  eldest  of  their  five  children, 
was  born,  June  6,  1826.     He  was  about  nine  years 


old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Kalama- 
zoo County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  enjoying 
such  educational  advantages  as  the  schools  of 
those  days  afforded.  The  hardships  of  pioneer  life 
fell  to  his  lot,  but  he  was  not  only  a  witness  to  the 
development  of  the  county,  but  aided  its  pro- 
gress by  clearing  the  land,  turning  the  first  fur- 
row m  the  soil  and  carrying  on  its  cultivation. 

In  1852,  following  the  tide  of  emigration  to 
California,  Mr.  Cline  crossed  the  plains  overland 
and  for  five  years  remained  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
engaged  in  mining  and  other  pursuits  with  fair 
success.  Returning  to  his  former  home  with  a 
large  stock  of  experience  and  a  little  of  the  golden 
ore,  he  commenced  to  farm  in  Cooper  Township, 
and  quietly  followed  his  chosen  occupation  until 
the  spring  of  1874,  when  he  rented  the  farm  and 
came  to  Kalamazoo.  During  the  following  year 
he  once  more  visited  the  Pacific  Slope  and  spent  a 
few  months  in  that  delightful  climate. 

After  having  resided  in  Kalamazoo  for  three 
years,  Mr.  Cline  returned  to  his  farm  in  Cooper 
Township,  whence,  in  April,  1883,  he  again 
moved  to  the  city,  having  disposed  of  his  property 
to  an  advantage.  One  year  later,  he  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  and  immediately  lo- 
cated on  the  place,  which  already  bore  many  im- 
provements. He  has  given  his  attention  almost 
exclusively  to  his  farming  interests  and  prefers  a 
quiet  domestic  life  to  the  excitement  of  official 
position.  He  has  been  in  active  sympathy  with 
the  Republican  party  since  its  organization  "under 
the  oaks,''  and  has  been  elected  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  positions  of  trust,  in  which  he  has 
served  with  zeal  and  ability. 

Shortly  after  his  return  from  California,  Mr. 
Clme  was  married,  in  Kalamazoo,  November  16, 
1858,  to  Miss  Permelia,  daughter  of  John  J.  and 
Helen  (Clipp)  Hogeboom,  the  latter  having  been 
the  wife  of  William  Miller  prior  to  her  union  with 
Mr.  Hogeboom.  The  first  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hogeboom  was  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  whence 
they  removed  to  Allegan  County,  this  State,  in 
1838,  and  seven  years  later  settled  in  Kalamazoo, 
then  a  small  village.  After  residing  there  five 
years,  they  bought  a  farm  in  Oshtemo  Township 
and  made  it  their  home   for  twenty  years.     When 
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they  retired  from  active  life,  they  came  to  Kala- 
mazoo, where  they  died  at  advanced  ages. 

The  second  of  their  three  children  was  Permelia, 
who  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  April  18, 1836. 
She  was  only  two  years  old  when  she  was  brought 
to  this  State  by  her  parents  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  Allegan  and  Kalamazoo  County.  She  is 
the  mother  of  four  children:  Elmer  T.,  who  gradu- 
ated from  the  High  School  of  Kalamazoo  in  1879, 
after  having  completed  the  course  of  modern  lan- 
guages; Wilbur;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Mark  D.  Crane; 
and  Edward.  The  various  members  of  the  family 
are  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  the  community 
where  they  reside  and  are  prominent  in  social  cir- 
cles. 


ILAS  F.  WORDEN.  The  citizens  of  Kala- 
mazoo and  adjoining  counties  represented 
in  this  work  will  be  pleased  to  see  on  its  pages 
an  account  of  the  life  of  Silas  F.  Worden,  a 
farmer  of  Wakeshma  Township,  and  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  State,  who  is  well 
and  favorably  known.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  14,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of 
Russell  Worden,  who  was  born  near  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Wak- 
eshma Township.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  New  England,  and  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  serving  throughout  the 
war.  He  died  in  the  State  of  New  York  at  a  ripe 
old  age. 

Russell  Worden  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in 
early  manhood  bought  one  of  his  own  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.  In  April,  1844,  he  disposed 
of  his  property  in  New  York,  in  order  to  emigrate 
to  Michigan.  He  came  hither  by  the  way  of  the  Erie 
Canal  and  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit,  thence  by  rail  to 
Marshall,  and  from  there  to  this  section  with  a 
team.  He  spent  the  first  summer  on  Nottawa 
Prairie,  his  family  meeting  him  in  October,  and 
the  same  month  he  removed  from  there  to  this 
point,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 32,  lying  in  the  woods,  and  built  thereon  a 
log  house,  20  X  26  feet,  which  is  still  standing  on 
the  place  as  a  relic  of  pioneer  times.     His  was  the 


fourth  family  to  settle  in  the  south  half  of  Wak- 
eshma Township,  and  he  had  to  endure  the  usual 
hardships  and  privations  of  life  in  a  newly  settled 
country.  He  lived  on  his  farm  for  some  years, 
and  devoted  himself  untiringly  to  its  improve- 
ment. He  was  past  fifty  years  old  when  he  died. 
He  began  life  poor,  but  by  diligence  acquired  a 
comfortable  competency.  He  left  behind  him  a 
worthy  record  as  a  hard-working  pioneer  and  an 
upright  man.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  local  politics. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Polly  Fairbanks, 
and  she,  too,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  Her 
father  was  Silas  Fairbanks,  who  was  also  born  in 
New  York.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  who  had  a 
natural  mechanical  talent,  and  a  secretary  made 
by  him  when  he  was  eighty-five  years  old  is  in  the 
possession  of  our  subject.  He  enjoyed  an  active 
old  age,  living  to  be  nearly  a  hundred.  He  had  a 
son,  Reuben  G.  Fairbanks,  who  inherited  his  me- 
chanical talent,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
greatest  civil  engineers  in  the  world.  He  built 
railways  both  in  America  and  Russia,  tlie  Czar  of 
the  Russian  Empire  sending  for  him  to  survey  and 
construct  a  railway  in  that  country.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  had  these  children:  Charlotte 
(Mrs.  Charles  Carver),  who  with  her  husband  is 
deceased;  Adolphus,  deceased;  Silas  F.,  Charles, 
and  one  that  died. 

Silas  Worden  attended  a  school  in  his  native 
State  that  was  conducted  under  the  rate  bill  sys- 
tem. He  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Michigan,  in 
1844,  and  he  faithfully  shared  with  them  the  hard- 
ships and  tribulations  of  life  in  a  wild,  sparsely 
settled  country.  Indians  were  plentiful  at  that 
time,  and  as  many  as  seven  visited  his  father's 
cabin  a  short  time  after  the  family  arrived  and 
spent  the  night  with  them.  They  became  familiar 
with  their  habits  and  customs,  and  learned  to 
speak  some  of  their  language.  Wild  animals  were 
numerous  in  the  wilderness,  and  the  howls  of  the 
wolves  prowling  around  the  cabin  after  nightfall 
would  often  disturb  the  slumbers  of  the  inmates. 
There  were  many  deer  and  wild  hogs,  and  some 
used  to  shoot  the  hogs  and  skin  and  eat  them. 
The  family  was  in  poor  circumstances,  and  had  but 
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$10  with  which  to  begin  the  new  life  here. 
Nearly  all  of  them  were  sick  on  their  arrival, 
which  was  a  serions  matter  taken  in  connection 
with  the  lack  of  means,  and  our  subject  had  to 
work  out  to  support  the  family.  Tliey  lived  in  a 
primitive  style  in  a  typical  pioneer  home,  a  board 
serving  as  a  table,  stools  for  seats,  and  pole  bed- 
steads completing  the  rough  furniture  of  the  hum- 
ble abode.  The  meat  of  the  wild  hog  and  venison 
from  many  a  deer  shot  by  our  subject  often  added 
a  welcome  variety  to  the  scant  bill  of  fare  that  the 
family  was  otherwise  obliged  to  subsist  upon.  When 
flour  was  needed,  he  had  to  go  to  a  mill  ^ve  miles 
away  for  it.  There  was  no  money  in  the  country  to 
speak  of,  and  our  subject  once  split  five  hundred 
and  fourteen  rails  for  fifty  cents,  a  rare  sum  for 
him  to  possess.  One  time  his  father  was  sick  and 
he  went  for  the  doctor,  whom  he  found  building  a 
dam.  The  doctor  agreed  to  go  to  see  the  sick  man 
and  administer  medicine  if  Mr.  Worden  would  ex- 
change work  with  him,  wheelmg  dirt  for  him  while 
he  was  away,  and  on  his  return  he  called  the  debt 
square.  Mr.  Worden  helped  to  lay  out  some  of  the 
roads,  felling  many  trees  while  doing  so,  and  he 
helped  to  build  some  of  the  first  bridges  in  the 
township. 

Mr.  Worden  lived  at  home  until  his  father's 
death.  After  that  he  resided  with  his  brother 
Charles  D.,  with  whom  he  was  in  partnership  until 
eighteen  years  ago.  They  were  counted  the  best 
wheat  cradlers  in  the  country,  and  could  cradle 
twelve  acres  a  day,  so  proficient  and  rapid  were 
they  in  the  performance  of  their  work.  He  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm  on  section  34,  Wakeshma 
Township,  in  1866,  he  and  his  brother  owning  it 
together  until  he  bought  his  brother's  share  of  it. 
He  has  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  choice  land, 
one  hundred  acres  under  the  plow,  and  he  has 
made  improvements  of  a  substantial  character  that 
compare  with  the  best  in  this  part  of  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  has  a  fine  large  frame  residence  and 
frame  barn,  and  has  everything  needful  to  carry 
on  farming  profitably.  He  engages  in  mixed  hus- 
bandry, and  has  good  grades  of  cattle  and  other 
stock. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  March  31,  1872, 
to  Julia  (Meers)  House.      She  was   a   native    of 


Canada,  and  came  here  with  her  parents  in  1850. 
She  was  a  sincere  Christian,  a  firm  believer  in  the 
doctrines  of  Methodism,  and  was  true  in  all  the 
relations  that  she  sustained  toward  others.  Her 
death,  June  3,  1879,  was  a  sad  blow  to  her  husband, 
and  to  their  two  children,  Oakley  D.  and  Gracia 
J.  Mr.  Worden  was  married  in  1885  to  his  present 
estimable  wife,  formerly  Miss  Cordelia  Hand,  a 
native  of  St.  eJoseph  County. 

Mr.  Worden  is  distinguished  in  the  lumber  trade, 
building  the  first  steam  sawmill  in  this  part  of 
the  country  in  partnership  with  Andrew  Kellicott. 
He  operated  it  two  years  with  that  gentleman,  and 
then  sold  him  his  interest  in  the  concern.  He  has 
witnessed  nearly  the  entire  growth  of  the  county, 
audit  may  well  be  his  pride  that  he  has  had  a  hand 
in  bringing  about  the  great  change  that  has  been 
wrought  by  patient  and  persistent  industry,  trans- 
forming a  wilderness  into  a  blooming  garden.  He 
attended  the  first  election  held  in  the  township,  at 
which  there  were  eighteen  voters  present,  nearly 
eveiy  one  going  to  the  meeting  place  with  guns 
on  their  backs.  A  dinner  of  bear's  meat  was  served 
to  them  by  Mrs.  Gardner,  at  Gardner's  Corners, 
where  the  first  house  in  the  township  was  erected. 
Our  subject  was  a  Constable  here  at  an  early  day, 
and  he  has  held  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways. He  was  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  of  the  Democratic  party  of  this  vicinity, 
and  was  honored  by  his  fellow-Democrats  at  two 
different  times  placing  him  on  their  ticket  for  the 
offices  of  Supervisor  and  Treasurer,  but  the  Repub- 
licans being  so  largely  in  majority,  he  was  de- 
feated. He  was  at  one  time  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  Greenback  party,  but  he  is  now  independent 
in  politics. 
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\fl  AMES  W.  ELLWOOD.  The  improvements 
which  have  been  placed  upon  the  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres,  on  section  30,  Comstock 
^^  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  are  the  re- 
sults of  the  labors  of  Mr.  Ellwood,  the  owner  and 
occupant.  Not  only  has  he  erected  a  commudious 
residence  to  replace  the  log  house,  10x12  feet  in 
dimensions — the  first  home  of   the  family — but  he 
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has  also  placed  the  soil  under  good  cultivation, 
erected  substantial  buildings,  introduced  the  latest 
improvements  in  farm  machinery,  and  planted  out 
orchards. 

Thirty-one  miles  east  of  Utica,  on  a  farm  in 
Minden  Township,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Ellwood  was  born,  May  10,  1822.  His  father, 
Gen.  Isaac  Ellwood,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  himself,  and  served  as  Colonel  in  the 
War  of  1812,  being  under  Jacob  Brown  at  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  and  afterward  appointed  General. 
The  last  five  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  death  occurred  at 
Morristown,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  A 
prominent  man  in  the  community,  he  served  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

One  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  fought  for  inde- 
pendence during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  was 
Isaac  Ellwood,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
who  was  wounded  by  a  rifle  ball  in  his  shoulder. 
He  was  the  son  of  an  Englishman,  who  emigrated 
from  his  native  county,  Kent,  to  America,  in  com- 
pany with  two  brothers,  at  the  time  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  located  in  New  York  State.  Annie 
(Wilson)  Ellwood,  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  was 
married  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  becoming 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Ellwood. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
comprises  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  he 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen,  he  accompanied  his  parents  from  Mont- 
gomery to  St.  Lawrence  County,  where  his  father 
died  when  he  was  eighteen.  December  14,  1848, 
he  was  married  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
Nancy  Ann  Strough,  who  was  there  born,  March 
27,  1825.  She  was  the  fifth  child  of  Daniel  and 
Anna  (Wiswell)  Strough,  natives,  respectively,  of 
New  York  and  Vermont.  Only  three  of  their  ten 
children  are  still  living,  and  the  parents  are  also 
deceased.  They  passed  away  in  Jefferson  County, 
and  were  buried  in  Orleans  Township. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  remained  on  the 
old  homestead  until  1850.  He  came  to  Michigan 
in  1854,  settling  on  the  place  where  he  now  re- 
sides.    He   and  his  wife  endured  all  the   vicissi- 


tudes of  pioneer  life,  but  gained  a  comfortable 
home  after  a  few  years.  They  had  a  family  of 
three  daughters  and  three  sons,  namely:  Joseph 
M.,  of  Kalamazoo;  Mary  C,  who  is  at  home;  De- 
huron  B.,  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  Township;  Gib- 
son S.,  Helen  A.,  and  Estella  I.,  who  are  still  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  Ellwood  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Henry  Clay,  in  1844,  and  his  last  for 
Benjamin  Harrison.  In  his  political  faith,  he  has 
always  upheld  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  as  Pathmaster,  and  in  other 
positions  of  trust. 
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ACOB  A.  CODDINGTON.  For  many  years 
this  gentleman  was  identified  with  the 
growth  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  especially 
with  the  progress  of  Ross  Township,  where 
he  owned  a  fine  farm  on  section  9.  He  was  born 
in  New  York,  March  7,  1812,  and  was  a  son  of 
Jacob  and  Sallie  Coddington,  who  emigrated  to 
Macomb  County,  this  State,  when  he  was  quite 
small.  There  he  grew  to  a  rugged  and  vigorous 
manhood  and  became  familiar  with  agricultural 
pursuits,  aiding  his  father  to  clear  and  improve  a 
farm. 

January  4,  1838,  Mr.  Coddington  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Lucy 
(Davis)  Eldridge.  This  estimable  lady  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  February  3,  1815,  and  was  about 
ten  years  old  when  she  moved  with  her  parents  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  remained  until 
she  was  nineteen.  She  then  came  with  her  uncle, 
Charles  Davis,  to  Macomb  County,  this  State, 
where  her  marriage  took  place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coddington  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  of  whom  two  only  survive:  Ada- 
laide,  wife  of  W.  F.  Becraft,  and  Man  ley  J.  In  the 
spring  of  1849,  Mr.  Coddington,  accompanied  by 
his  family,  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  settled 
in  Ross  Township,  upon  the  farm  which  is  still 
the  home  of  the  widow.  During  the  first  season 
he  broke  twenty  acres,  which  he  sowed  to  wheat, 
and  afterward  built  a  dwelling  house  for  his 
family. 

In  all  his  enterprises,  Mr.  Coddington  was  nobly 
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tiided  by  his  efficient  wife,  who  for  more  than  fifty 
years  spun  and  wove  various  kinds  of  cloth,  and 
for  a  long  time  furnished  all  the  garments  neces- 
sary for  family  use.  When  about  sixty-four 
years  old,  Mr.  Coddington  passed  from  earth  June 
10,  1876,  and  it  is  said  that  his  funeral  was  the 
largest  ever  held  in  Ross  Township,  being  atten- 
ded by  friends  far  and  near,  who  wished  to  pay 
this  last  tribute  of  respect  to  a  beloved  citizen. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  that  order. 

The  farm  which  Mr.  Coddington  left  to  his 
widow,  and  which  comprises  eighty  acres,  repre- 
sents the  efforts  of  his  life  and  the  reward  of  his 
industry.  While  he  had  neither  time  nor  inclina- 
tion for  public  affairs,  he  was  a  firm  Republican 
and  in  every  relation  of  his  life  discharged  his 
duty  in  the  face  of  obstacles.  He  is  remembered 
with  affection,  not  only  by  his  widow  and  children, 
but  by  a  large  circle  of  warm  personal  friends, 
who  justly  esteemed  the  noble  qualities  which  he 
possessed. 
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|_^0N.  FREDERICK   BUSH.     When  the  sad 
^^  /  news  of  the   death  of  the  Mayor  of  Kala- 


mazoo, January  9,  1892,  was  announced  to 
the  citizens  in  whose  esteem  he  held  so 
prominent  a  place  and  whose  confidence  had  been 
his  during  a  long  and  influential  business  career,  it 
was  felt  that  there  had  passed  from  earth  a  gentle- 
man, kind,  noble-hearted  and  upright,  who  had 
contributed  largely  to  the  prosperity  of  the  city 
and  maintained  its  interests  even  at  a  personal 
sacrifice.  For  three  or  four  months  prior  to  his 
demise,  he  was  very  ill  with  a  cancerous  affection, 
which  had  refused  to  yield  to  any  known  remedy, 
but  as  the  attending  physician  felt  hopeful,  his 
death  was  a  shock  to  the  community. 

Born  in  Ashwick,  England,  February  18,  1838, 
our  subject  was  the  son  of  John  Bush.  Few  inci- 
dents of  a  striking  nature  occurred  in  his  youth, 
which  was  devoted  to  his  studies  and  boyish  sports. 
In  1844,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  and  entered  the 
store  of  W.  A.  Tomlinson,  where  he  clerked  for  a 
year  or  more.     Then   going   to   New  York  City, 


he  there  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
Thomas  Paterson,  and  together  they  came  to 
Kalamazoo  in  1856,  associating  as  builders. 

The  first  building  constructed  in  Kalamazoo  by 
the  firm  of  Bush  &  Paterson  was  a  residence  on 
Asylum  Avenue,  now  owned  by  the  Chapin  estate. 
Upon  its  completion,  the  firm  opened  a  small  shop 
in  which  they  transacted  their  business,  which  con- 
stantly increased  until  they  became  the  most  prom- 
inent firm  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  giving  con- 
stant occupation  to  a  large  number  of  employes 
and  erecting  many  substantial  and  elegant  struc- 
tures. Among  the  buildings  which  still  stand  as 
monuments  of  their  architectural  skill  may  be 
mentioned  the  Academy  of  Music,  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  Rail- 
way Depot,  Michigan  Central  Depot,  the  new  Gov- 
ernment building,  many  blocks  in  the  business 
portion  of  Kalamazoo,  and  the  Grand  Rapids  and 
Indiana  Railroad  general  offices  in  Grand  Rapids. 
From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Kalamazoo,  no 
citizen  has  been  more  closely  identified  with  its 
progress  than  Mr.  Bush,  who  on  many  occasions 
hazarded  his  private  fortune  to  procure  some  en- 
terprise which  would  benefit  his  fellow-citizens. 
Through  his  individual  efforts,  the  Kalamazoo 
Electric  Company  was  established,  and  he  was  its 
President  at  the  time  of  his  death.  During  the 
first  discussion  of  the  street  railway,  he  was  fore- 
most in  encouraging  the  project,  for  he  foresaw 
that  it  would  prove  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
city.  He  served  efficiently  as  the  President  of  the 
road,  but  never  received  an  adequate  remuneration 
for  his  personal  expenditure  in  its  behalf. 

Realizing  that  another  railroad  would  greatly 
enhance  the  value  of  Kalamazoo  property,  Mr. 
Bush  was  foremost  in  offering  a  large  contribution 
to  secure  the  road  from  Kalamazoo  to  Hastings. 
As  one  of  the  Directors  and  President  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo (fe  Hastings  Construction  Company,  he 
pushed  the  measure  vigorously  and  had  the  genu- 
ine satisfaction  of  witnessing  its  completion,  after 
which  it  was  turned  over  to  the  Chicago,  Kalama- 
zoo &  Saginaw  Railroad  Company.  His  former 
service  in  its  behalf,  together  with  his  executive 
ability,  secured  for  him  the  position  of  General 
Manager  of  the  road. 
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Under  the  old  village  government,  Mr.  Bush 
served  as  Trustee  for  two  terms,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  serving  as  Mayor,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  His 
administration  was  characterized  by  a  strenuous 
exertion  to  maintain  municipal  reforms,  and  in  all 
public  decisions  he  displayed  excellent  judgment. 

November  4,  1858,  Mr.  Bush  was  married  to 
Miss  Abbie  Louisa  Hindes,  of  Oshtemo,  this  State, 
daughter  of  Neil  Hindes,  The  widow  now  sur- 
vives him,  together  with  four  children:  Benjamin 
A.  and  Frank  A.,  of  Kalamazoo;  Mrs.  William  H. 
Stout  and  Mrs.  Mary  Woolsey,  of  New  York.  Not 
alone  in  the  immediate  family  circle  is  his  death 
mourned,  although  it  falls  heaviest  there,  but  it  is 
also  a  sourse  of  sincere  personal  sorrow  to  the  res- 
idents of  the  city,  where  he  was  so  well  and  favor- 
ably known. 

The  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Bush  accom- 
panies this  sketch. 


OSCAR  F.  SEELEY,  M.  D.,  of  Climax,  a  rep- 
resentative physician,  is  second  to  none  in 
his  profession  in  learning  and  skill  in  Kala- 
mazoo County,  or,  indeed,  in  Southern  Michigan, 
over  thirty  years  of  successful  practice  placing 
him  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity. 
The  Doctor  was  born  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  June 
12,  1832.  His  father,  Elisha  B.  Seeley,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  the  year  1808, 
and  he  was  of  English  and  French  descent.  He 
was  engaged  at  his  occupation  as  a  farmer  in  New 
York  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  journey- 
ing to  his  future  home  in  the  wilderness  by  water 
to  Detroit,  and  by  ox- team  from  that  city  into  the 
interior  of  the  Territory.  He  entered  a  tract  of 
Government  land  near  Plainwell,  in  Allegan 
County,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlei-s  of  that 
section.  Some  five  years  later,  he  came  to  this 
county  and  joined  the  pioneers  of  Cooper  Town- 
ship, settling  on  a  tract  of  new  land  on  section 
16.  He  made  a  good  farm,  and  then  took  up  his 
residence  near  Galesburg.  He  lived  there  some 
time,  and   after  that  went  to   Calhoun  County, 


where  he  remained  until  1867.  He  then  spent 
two  years  in  Battle  Creek,  after  which  he  went 
to  Eaton  County,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days  on  a  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  finely  tilled  and  well-improved 
land.  He  was  sixty-six  years  old  when  he  died. 
He  was  a  man  of  superior  character,  an  earnest, 
practical  Christian,  with  a  gift  for  preaching,  and 
for  twenty  years  he  served  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion as  a  local  minister,  who  was  instrumental  in 
building  up  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
He  was  largely  a  self-educated  man,  his  native 
ability  surmounting  obstacles  that  stood  in  the 
way  of  his  thirst  for  knowledge.  In  politics,  he 
was  a  Republican. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1813,  was  Sarah  Halstead  in  her 
maiden  days.  She  was  brought  up  and  married 
in  her  native  State.  She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  carefully  nurtured 
her  children  in  that  faith.  This  good  mother  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  Four  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  of  her  marriage:  Emeline, 
Oscar  F.,  Miles  H.,  Harley  M.  and  Ruel  E.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  of 
German  antecedents,  was  an  early  settler  of  that 
part  of  Pennsylvania  in  which  he  lived,  and  he 
had  a  full  experience  of  the  Indian  wars  that  were 
waged  there. 

Dr.  Seeley  was  about  three  years  old  when  the 
family  emigrated  to  Michigan.  The  preliminaries 
of  his  education  were  obtained  in  a  typical  pio- 
neer schoolhouse,  that  was  built  of  logs,  heated  by 
an  open  fireplace,  and  furnished  with  slab  benches, 
a  board  against  the  wall  serving  as  a  desk  for  the 
elder  pupils  to  write  upon.  There  were  then  no 
free  public  schools,  but  they  were  conducted  on 
the  rate-bill  plan.  The  Doctor  became  familiar 
with  pioneer  life,  in  which  the  people  had  to  sac- 
rifice much  that  they  had  formerly  deemed  neces- 
sary and  live  m  a  primitive  style.  The  house 
in  which  he  and  his  parents  dwelt  was  made  of 
logs,  had  a  puncheon  floor,  and  the  furniture  was 
most  of  it  home-made,  the  chairs  having  barrel 
stave  backs.  This  house  was  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Kalamazoo  River,  near  the  present  village 
of  Plainwell,  AUegau  County,  and  the  first  night 
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that  it  was  occupied  blankets  were  hung  up  in  the 
doorway  and  openings  for  the  windows,  which 
had  not  been  put  in,  and  our  subject  can  well  re- 
member how  the  wolves  made  the  night  hideous 
by  their  howls.  That  was  in  the  time  of  the  In- 
dians, and  every  day  some  of  them  would  paddle 
by  the  house  on  the  river  in  their  canoes,  and 
frequently  would  stop  to  trade. 

Our  subject  was  early  set  to  work  helping  on  the 
farm,  and  by  the  time  he  was  nineteen  years  old, 
he  had  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  agriculture. 
He  was  of  a  bright,  studious  turn  of  mind,  and  at 
that  age  he  had  an  opportunity  of  furthering  his 
education  by  attending  the  old  Branch  School  at 
Kalamazoo,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Stone,  and 
he  gladly  embraced  it.  Soon  after  the  Baptist 
College  was  completed,  he  spent  two  years  in 
study  in  that  institution  with  both  pleasure  and 
profit.  He  then  gave  his  attention  to  teach- 
ing and  taught  five  winters,  having  charge  of  a 
school  in  the  village  of  Schoolcraft  two  years, 
and  during  that  time  he  was  bus}^  reading  medi- 
cine, as  he  had  decided  to  become  a  physician.  He 
then  took  a  course  of  lectures  in  Cincinnati,  and 
entered  upon  his  professional  career  at  Eden,  Fay- 
eyette  County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  and  was  at  Princeton,  Ind.,  one  year.  In 
the  spring  of  1861,  he  returned  to  this  county, 
opened  an  oflfice  at  Climax,  and  has  ever  since 
made  his  home  here. 

In  the  winter  of  1868-69,  the  Doctor,  wishing 
to  still  further  prepare  himself  for  his  beloved 
calling,  took  a  course  of  studies  at  Rush  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  and  was  graduated  from  that 
institution.  Returning  to  Climax,  he  has  lived 
here  continuously  since,  and  has  built  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  general  practice,  winning  a  high 
reputation  for  the  skillful  treatment  of  danger- 
ous and  complicated  forms  of  disease,  and  gaining 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  among 
whom  he  has  lived  so  long,  and  to  whose  ills  he 
has  administered,  in  a  rare  degree,  as  he  is  all  that 
a  true  physician  should  be,  intellectually,  socially 
and  morally.  He  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times 
in  his  profession,  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Association,  of  the  United  States 
Medical  Association,  and  of  the  Kalamazoo  Acad- 


emy of  Medicine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order  and  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men at  Climax.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  a  splendid  equipment  for  public  office, 
but  has  not  cared  in  his  busy  life  to  burden  him- 
self with  additional  duties.  Our  subject  has  shown 
himself  to  be  a  practical  business  man,  investing 
his  money  judiciously,  and  he  has  acquired  a 
handsome  property.  He  has  a  well-improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Charleston 
Township,  which  is  under  the  management  of  his 
son.  He  has  a  neat  frame  residence  and  a  frame 
store  building  in  Climax,  and  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  village  financially. 

Dr.  Seeley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mercy 
L.  Sinclair  March  12,  1857,  and  in  her  he  has  a 
wife  who  is  devoted  to  his  interests,  is  a  congenial 
companion,  and  to  their  children  is  all  that  a 
wise  and  loving  mother  can  be.  She  is  imbued 
with  a  true  Christian  spirit,  and  is  an  active  work- 
ing member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wile  have  been  blessed  in  their  wedded 
life  with  five  children,  one  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Ida  C.  (Mrs. Dickey),  Frank  L.,  Nellie, 
Mary  and  Hattie. 


VILLI  AM  McCLARY  and  his  son,  Oli- 
ver F.  McClary,  are  two  valued  citizens 
of  Charleston  Township.  The  former, 
who  is  now  living  retired,  was  one  of  the  early 
pioneer  farmers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  the 
latter,  one  of  its  native-born  citizens,  who  is  ac- 
tively aiding  in  carrying  on  its  great  agricultural 
interests. 

William  McClary  was  born  in  Kingwood  Town- 
ship, Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.,  on  the  27th  of 
July,  1812.  His  father  was  James  McClary,  and 
he  was  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  He  in 
turn  was  a  son  of  Andrew  McClary,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  and,  when  a 
young  man,  settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  1824,  the  father  of 
our  subject  removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  Romulus  Township,  that  he 
bought.     In  1834,  he  came  from  there  to  Kalama- 
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zoo  County,  and  became  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  what  is  now  Charleston  Township,  taking  up 
his  residence  on  the  same  section  on  which  his  son 
now  lives,  making  his  home  in  a  little  log  house, 
and  here  he  dwelt  to  a  good  old  age,  performing 
his  part  as  an  industrious  pioneer,  making  im- 
provements, and  building  a  good  frame  house,  in 
which  he  died.  In  early  manhood  he  had  taken 
unto  himself  a  wife,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Ger- 
trude Yan  Horn,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  in  which 
State  they  were  married.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  daughters  and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity,  and  these  four  are  still  living:  Char- 
lotte, the  widow  of  Andrew  Gray,  and  a  resident 
of  Detroit;  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Sackrider,  of 
Sandstone  Towmship,  Jackson  County;  Lydia,  the 
widow  of  Lewis  Barben;  and  our  subject.  Eliza, 
Cornelia,  Martha  and  Andrew  are  deceased. 

William  McClary  is  the  second  child  and  first 
son  of  his  parents.  He  was  twelve  years  old  when 
they  removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
twenty- two  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  was 
first  married  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss 
Phebe  Rowland,  who  was  born  in  that  part  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  their  marriage  was  solemnized 
May  29,  1834.  She  died  July  26,  1856,  and  was 
laid  to  her  last  rest  in  the  Galesburg  cemetery. 
Of  that  union  four  sons  and  two  daughters  were 
born:  James,  a  resident  of  Galesburg;  Catherine, 
wife  of  William  Quick,  of  Jackson;  Newton,  de- 
ceased; William  H.,  a  heroic  soldier  of  the  late 
war,  who  yielded  his  life  for  his  country,  starving 
to  death  in  Anderson ville  Prison;  Oliver;  and 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Homer  Barnes,  of  Galesburg. 
The  second  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  took 
place  December  3,  1857,  was  with  Mrs.  Maryett 
Williams,  widow  of  Washington  G.  Williams  and 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Betsy  (Waters)  Andrews. 
Mrs.  McClary  was  born  in  Homer,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  17,  1812.  She  had  three 
children  by  her  first  marriage:  Susan  H.,  deceased; 
Mary,  wife  of  Horace  Hulbert,  of  Lansing;  and 
George  F.,  deceased. 

When  Mr.  McClary  came  to  Michigan,  he  was  a 
stalwart,  active  young  man,  well  fitted  for  the 
pioneer  life  before  him.  He  lived  with  his  parents 
a  year,  and  then,  with  his  wife,  took  up  his  abode 


in  a  small  log  house  on  the  place  where  he  still 
resides,  and  in  that  humble  dwelling  he  reared  his 
family.  He  has  erected  suitable  buildings,  and  is 
now  very  comfortably  situated,  in  repayment  for 
his  years  of  hard  work  as  a  general  farmer.  He 
formerly  owned  a  quarter  of  a  section  of  land, 
but  he  has  given  it  all  to  his  children  but  forty 
acres.  He  has  retired  from  active  business,  having 
an  income  ample  for  all  his  wants.  He  is  a  man  of 
scrupulous  honesty,  who  has  always  dealt  fairly 
and  generously  by  all,  and  no  one  stands  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  the  community  than  he,  who 
is  honored  as  one  of  the  best  types  of  our  pioneers. 
He  is  a  strict  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  held 
public  offices  with  credit.  He  was  at  one  time 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  for  some  years 
Highway  Commissioner.  He  is  a  truly  religious 
man,  and  for  many  years  has  been  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  being  a  member  of 
that  denomination  at  Galesburg,  and  he  has  helped 
to  build  three  churches.  He  now  holds  the  office 
of  Deacon  of  his  church.  He  gave  liberally  to- 
wards the  founding  of  the  Baptist  Seminary  at 
Kalamazoo,  and  always  cheerfully  does  what  he 
can  to  promote  education  and  morals  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Oliver  F.  McClary,  who  resides  on  section  17, 
Charleston  Township,  was  born  here  November  11, 
1845,  and  is  the  fourth  son  of  William  McClary.  Pio- 
neer influences  surrounded  his  childhood,  and  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  an  excellent  education  in 
the  primitive  schools  of  the  early  years  of  the  set- 
tlement of  Michigan,  and  subsequently  pursued 
a  course  of  study  in  Olivet  College,  in  Eaton 
County.  He  engaged  in  the  profession  of  teacher 
some  twelve  terms  in  the  district  schools,  with 
marked  success,  and  spent  his  summers  in  farming. 
Soon  after  marriage,  he  located  on  his  present 
farm  in  Charleston  Township,  and  has  been 
equally  as  successful  since  he  devoted  himself 
wholly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  his  place 
under  admirable  management,  has  it  well  stocked, 
and  has  a  neat  set  of  buildings.  His  residence, 
which  is  well  built  and  conveniently  arranged, 
was  erected  in  1879. 

Mr.  Oliver  McClary  w^as  married,  December  27, 
1879,  to  Miss  Saloma   Kuhn,   the  third  child  and 
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second  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Barbara  (Er- 
nest) Kuhn.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Galen, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  August  19,  1846,  an4  was 
in  iier  twelfth  year  when  she  came  to  Michigan 
with  her  parents.  She  and  her  husband  have  no 
children  of  their  own,  but  in  the  kindness  of  their 
hearts  they  have  adopted  two,  Lillie  and  John, 
who  are  given  the  best  of  homes  and  the  most 
tender  care. 

Our  subject's  fellow-citizens,  among  whom  he 
has  always  lived,  have  shown  their  thorough  ap- 
preciation of  his  character  and  ability  by  electing 
him  to  responsible  offices,  and  he  has  always  dis- 
charged the  duties  thus  incumbent  upon  him  with 
true  public  spirit,  ever  seeking  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  his  native  township  and  county.  He 
was  Township  Clerk  seven  years,  School  In- 
spector three  j^ears,  and  for  five  years  he  repre- 
sented Charleston  Township  on  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason,  a  member 
of  Prairie  Lodge,  No.  92,  and,  religiously,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  an  earnest  worker,  holding  the  various 
church  offices,  and  for  three  years  he  was  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  In  his  political  be- 
lief, he  is  a  straightforward  Republican. 


^)HOMAS  SHERWOOD.  This  former  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Kalamazoo  was  born  June 
15,  1815,  his  native  place  being  in  Salis- 
bury, Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  His  parents,  Thomas 
and  Anna  (Hall)  Sherwood,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  claimed  descent  from  English  ances- 
try. They  removed  at  an  early  day  to  the  Empire 
State,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  father  was  an  industrious  farmer  and  a 
Deacon  in  the  church  of  which  Grover  Cleveland's 
father  was  pastor. 

When  fourteen  years  old,  our  subject  removed  to 
Syracuse,  Onondaga  County,N.Y.,  where  he  aided 
his  father  until  he  was  married,  in  1841,  to  Miss 
Emily  Brown,  of  Herkimer  County.  The  follow- 
ing year  the  young  couple  removed  to  the  vicinity 
of  Rochester,  where  the  wife  died  in  1850.  Our  sub- 
ject soon  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Onondaga 


County  and  purchased  a  farm  near  Camillus,  where 
he  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

February  12,  1851,  Mr.  Sherwood  was  again 
married,  choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Frances  S.  Baker. 
After  that  important  event,  he  prosecuted  farming 
operations  in  the  Empire  State  for  a  number  of 
years,  until  1865,  when  he  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County  and  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  two  miles  east  of  Kalamazoo.  There 
also  he  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  planting  the 
various  cereals  adapted  to  this  section  of  country, 
and  harvesting  the  grain,  which  yielded  a  bounti- 
ful return  for  his  care  and  cultivation. 

After  a  busy  and  active  business  life,  Mr.  Sher- 
wood came  to  Kalamazoo  in  November,  1874,  and 
thereafter  lived  retired  until  his  death,  October  15, 
1887,  which  resulted  from  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  A 
successful  farmer,  he  was  largely  interested  in  agri- 
cultural associations  and  although  not  connected 
particularlj^  with  public  affairs,  affiliated  first  with 
the  Whigs  and  later  with  the  Republicans.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  faithful 
in  his  attendance  at  the  various  church  services. 

Mrs.  Sherwood  was  born  on  "The  Pinnacle," 
at  Pompcy  Hill,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Samuel  Baker, 
was  a  merchant  in  that  place  before  Syracuse  was 
started,  and  her  grandfather,  who  was  a  native  of 
Long  Island,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
portion  of  the  State.  Her  mother,  Philena  Has- 
call,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  Hascall,  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
An  uncle  of  Mrs.  Sherwood,  Rev.  David  Hascall, 
was  the  founder  of  the  old  Baptist  College  of  New 
York,  and  a  cousin,  Frank  Stetson,  was  a  partner 
of  Grover  Cleveland  in  the  law. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mrs.  Sherwood  belongs 
to  an  old,  patriotic  and  well-known  family.  Prior 
to  her  marriage,  she  taught  for  a  time  in  district 
schools  and  also  in  an  academy.  Her  family  com- 
prises two  children:  Frances,  wife  of  Gen.  G.  N. 
Harrington,  a  traveling  salesman  of  Chicago  and  a 
valiant  soldier  during  the  late  war;  and  Bjron  B., 
of  Kalamazoo.  In  the  various  benevolent  organ i* 
zations  of  the  city,  Mrs.  Sherwood  is  deeply  inter- 
ested and  contributes  liberally  both  of  her  time 
and  means  to  the  promotion  of  those  projects 
which  she  believes  will  tend  to  the  advancement 
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of  the  community.  She  occupies  a  warm  place  in 
the  affections  of  her  large  circle  of  acquaintances 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  estimable 
residents  of  Kalamazoo. 


ENJAMIN  S.  WAIT.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  represent  in  this  volume  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  who  for 
many  years  was  closely  connected  with  the 
progress  of  Ross  Township.  Though  now  gone  to 
his  final  rest,  he  lives  in  the  memory  of  his  asso- 
ciates of  former  years,  as  well  as  in  the  gratitude 
of  all  who  love  their  country  and  esteem  its  enter- 
prising citizens. 

Born  in  London,  England,  Mr.  Wait  passed  his 
youth  in  the  metropolis  of  the  world,  whence,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  emigrated  to  America. 
His  marriage  occurred  in  New  York  July  1,  1834, 
the  bride  being  Mary,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Silva  (Anthony)  Wilber.  Mrs.  Wait  was  born 
near  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  July  9,  1815,  and 
was  only  twenty  months  old  when  she  was  orphaned 
by  the  death  of  her  father.  Soon  after  that  sad 
event  she  was  taken  into  the  family  of  A.  D.  Cory, 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  reared  to 
womanhood,  her  education  being  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  district. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wait  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  six  now  survive,  namely:  Aaron 
S.,  Adin,  Henry,  Benjamin,  Charles,  and  Carrie, 
wife  of  Loyal  Manning.  At  a  very  early  day  in 
the  history  of  Kalamazoo  County,  Mr.  Wait  brought 
his  family  hither  and  settled  in  Ross  Township, 
their  first  home  being  in  a  log  cabin.  Soon  after- 
ward a  more  commodious  frame  residence  was 
built,  and  gradually  the  land  was  cleared  and  cul- 
tivated, farm  buildings  were  put  up,  neat  fencing 
subdivided  the  land  into  fields  of  convenient 
size,  and  the  comforts  of  civilization  were  intro- 
duced. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Wait,  which  occurred  February 
1,  1883,  removed  from  the  scenes  of  his  usefulness 
one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
community  and  especially  was  the  loss  deeply  felt 


in  his  immediate  home  circle,  for  by  his  death  the 
wife  was  bereaved  of  an  affectionate  husband  and 
the  children  lost  a  wise  and  considerate  father.  A 
man  of  extensive  information  and  especially  in- 
terested m  educational  matters,  he  exerted  great 
influence  throughout  the  township,  and  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics. 

In  the  accumulation  of  his  property,  Mr.  Wait 
always  received  the  assistance  of  his  helpmate  and 
counselor,  who  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  surviving 
pioneers  of  Ross  Township  and  holds  in  her  pos- 
session the  old  homestead  of  eight}^  acres.  She 
oversees  the  management  of  the  place  and  in  her 
declining  years  enjo3^sgood  health  and  a  comforta- 
ble income.  Among  her  neighbors  she  is  esteemed 
as  a  kind  friend  and  lady  of  great  benevolence, 
who  aids  the  poor  and  needy  and  is  tenderly  de- 
voted to  the  welfare  of  her  children. 


^^ 


LIJAH  O.  HUMPHREY,  a  resident  farmer 
on  section  12,  Kalamazoo  Township,  Kal- 
/t — ^  amazoo  County,  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  August  1,  1821.  He  is  a  son 
of  Elijah  Humphrey,  a  native  of  Goshen,  Litch- 
field County,  Conn.,  born  November  23,  1789,  and 
was  married  June  14,  1813,  to  Ann  Dickenson,  a 
native  of  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  The 
father  moved  to  New  York  in  1811  and  located  on 
a  farm  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  died  Sep- 
tember 12,  1843.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  grandfather,  Noah  Hum- 
phrey, was  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  His  brothers  were  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  The  grandfather  on  the  mother's  side, 
John  Dickenson,  was  also  from  Connecticut  and 
located  in  New  York  in  an  early  day,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  m  1845. 
He  was  a  Colonel  in  the  New  York  State  Militia. 
In  his  early  days,  he  was  a  harness  and  saddle 
maker  and  finally  settled  down  to  farming. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  child  of 
his  father's  family  and  was  reared  to  farming 
pursuits,    remaining   at  home   until    twenty-two 
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years  old.  Mr.  Humphrey  was  married  in  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  to  Janet  Cameron,  a  native  of 
the  same  place  as  himself  and  the  ceremony  took 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Ewen  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  was  an  early  settler  in  New  York  State,  and 
who  married  Catherine  McCall,  also  from  Scot- 
land. They  had  a  family  born  to  them  of  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  father  passed  away 
in  Livingston  County  in  1844. 

To  our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife  no  children 
have  been  born.  Mrs.  Humphrey  died  in  April, 
1888.  Mr.  Humphrej^  took  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Frances  Cameron,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed November  25,189 1,  at  the  home  of  her  father, 
D.  E.  Cameron.  Our  subject  lived  for  three  years 
each  in  Monroe  and  Genesee  Counties,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1854  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Richland  Township,  this  county.  He  resided 
on  his  farm  eight  years,  when  he  purchased  his 
present  place  of  residence,  which  comprises  one 
hundred  acres  and  where  he  has  erected  a  fine  res- 
idence and  good  outbuildings.  Besides  this  place, 
Mr.  Humphrey  owns  two  other  farms,  one  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  another  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight.  On  his  place  general 
farming  is  carried  on  successfully  and  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey has  always  been  a  very  industrious  man, 
as  is  shown  by  the  condition  of  his  estate. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  a  Director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Kalamazoo  for  twentj^ 
years  and  President  of  the  same  for  about  two 
years.  He  is  now  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Kal- 
amazoo National  Bank  and  has  been  for  a  term  of 
six  years.  He  is  executor  of  the  Bates  estates  and 
President  of  the  Kalamazoo  Citizens'  Insurance 
Company,  which  latter  position  he  has  held  for 
eight  years.  The  office  of  President  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  was  his 
and  he  was  also  Trustee  of  the  Insane  Asylum  for 
six  years  previous  to  1885.  Our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  has  been  since  the  existence  of 
that  party.  The  honorable  position  of  Supervisor 
of  Richland  Township  was  given  him  by  his 
fellow-citizens  and  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  in  1863,  which  office  he  held  for  two  years. 
The  duties  of  all  these  offices  he  discharged  faith- 


fully and  conscientiously  and  with  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned.  He  was  once  a  poor  boy  but  he  is 
now  known  far  and  wide  as  an  honorable  and  well- 
to-do  farmer. 


^^♦♦♦♦t 


^♦♦♦♦F 


/  AMES  M.  SIMONS.  It  gives  us  great  pleas- 
ure to  place  on  the  pages  of  this  volume 
the  record  of  the  life  and  work  of  this 
venerable  pioneer  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Charleston 
Township,  where  he  has  carried  on  farming  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  and  he  is  the  only  man  now  liv- 
ing in  the  township  who  obtained  the  deed  of  his 
land  directly  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  Simons  was  born  in  Mayfield  Township, 
Fulton  County,  N.  Y.,  January  24,  1814.  His 
father,  John  Simons,  was  a  native  of  Vermont. 
He  in  turn  was  a  son  of  John  Simons,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  born  of  one  of  its  earliest  families,  and 
a  colonel  in  the  Continental  Army  during  the 
Revolution.  The  junior  John  Simons  left  his  na- 
tive State  when  twenty  years  old,  and,  after  a 
sojourn  in  Connecticut,  made  his  way  to  New 
York,  where  he  located  on  a  farm.  Some  twelve 
years  later,  he  came  from  there  to  Michigan,  in  the 
year  1827,  and  settled  in  Salem  Township,  AVash- 
tenaw  Count}^,  where  he  took  up  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  land.  He  was  among  the  first  to  settle 
there,  and  he  and  his  famil}'  made  their  home  in 
a  log  house  that  he  built  on  his  homestead,  living 
there  nine  years.  The  next  move  was  to  Calhoun 
County,  and  Mr.  Simmons  purchased  a  quarter 
section  of  land  from  the  Government  in  Battle 
Creek  Township.  He  developed  it  into  a  good 
farm,  which  he  sold  in  later  years,  and  passed  the 
last  part  of  his  life  in  the  city  of  Battle  Creek, 
where  he  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day,  whose 
counsel  was  often  sought  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  was  not  a  church  member,  but  gave  freely  to 
the  support  of  churches,  and  of  all  things  that  he 
thought  would  be  beneficial  to  the  township.  In 
his  politics,  he  was  an  unswerving  Republican. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Catherine  Deal,  and  she  was  born  and  reared  in 
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New  York.  Her  death  occurred  when  she  was 
sixty-eight  years  old.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Deal,  who  was  a  native  of  Canada  and 
served  in  the  British  Army  during  the  American 
Revolution.  He  subsequently  settled  in  New 
York.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married 
in  New  York,  and  thirteen  children  were  born 
unto  them,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
and  all  were  living  when  the  eldest  had  attained 
the  age  of  forty-seven  yeai^,  while  four  are  still 
living,  as  follows:  James;  Nancy,  the  widow  of 
Lewis  R.  Davis,  and  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo 
Township;  Cordelia,  widow  of  C.  Sweetland,  of 
Kalamazoo;  and  Jasper,  a  resident  of  Portage 
Township. 

Our  subject  is  the  sixth  child  and  third  son  of 
the  family  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  thirteen 
years  old  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents,  and  he  remained  with  them  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old.  The  first  work  that  he  did 
was  to  cut  four  cords  of  wood  to  pay  for  an  axe,  said 
axe  being  the  first  bit  of  personal  property  that 
he  ever  owned.  In  his  youth  he  used  to  work  by 
the  job  at  anything  that  he  could  do  to  earn  an 
honest  penny.  During  that  period  he,  in  company 
with  others,  made  a  memorable  journey  into  the 
wilderness,  of  which  he  has  kindly  given  us  a  short 
account,  and  we  gladly  incorporate  it  in  this 
sketch. 

''In  the  fall  of  1830  Isaac  Thomas,  James  Con- 
way, Mr.  Shauf,  Frank  Thomas  and  myself  started 
from  Dixboro,  Washtenaw  County,  which  was  set- 
tled in  1827,  for  Goguac  Prairie.  At  that  time 
there  was  but  one  house  this  side  of  Jackson, 
which  was  occupied  by  a  man  named  Robinson. 
On  the  way  we  overtook  two  men.  Hall  and  his 
nephew,  who  joined  our  company  and  were  with  us 
when  we  arrived  on  the  prairie.  We  cut  logs 
and  put  up  a  house  (the  one  you  speak  of  as  being 
burned  4own),  cut  ten  or  twelve  tons  of  hay, 
plowed  two  acres  of  land,  and  sowed  the  same  to 
wheat. 

"I  was  then  a  boy  of  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  was  employed  as  a  teamster.  I  drove  two 
yokes  of  oxen  through  from  Jackson,  and  drove 
them  to  plow  the  land  and  drag  in  the  wheat, 
which  Uncle  Isaac  said  was  the  iirst  plowing  done 


in  the  county,  and  the  house  the  first  one  built 
within  its  borders.  He  and  Conway  had  ridden 
all  through  the  country  during  the  summer,  and 
had  selected  Goguac  Prairie  as  their  future  home. 
They  intended  to  return  with  their  families  the 
same  fall  to  settle  there,  but  the  burning  of  the 
house  and  hay  put  an  end  to  that  plan.  The  fire 
that  destroyed  their  property  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  result  of  the  Indians'  habit  of  burning 
the  prairie.  The  only  mark  there  was  at  Marsh- 
field  was  a  blazed  tree,  with  "Blashfield"  written  on 
it.     Mr.  Blashfield  called  on  us  that  fall.'' 

In  early  manhood  our  subject  located  in  Battle 
Creek  Township,  on  a  farm  now  belonging  to 
Abram  Minges.  He  sold  that  place  the  same 
year,  and  in  1836  bought  where  he  now  resides  on 
section  1,  Charleston  Township,  buying  his  land 
of  the  Government,  he  being  the  first  to  take  up  a 
homestead  in  this  vicinity.  His  first  work  was  to 
erect  a  log  house,  with  a  mud  and  stick  chimney, 
cutting  the  logs  and  putting  up  the  house  himself. 
In  after  years,  he  cleared  his  land,  of  which  he  has 
a  quarter  of  a  section,  and  has  greatly  increased 
its  value  by  the  substantial  improvements  he  has 
made,  so  that  it  is  a  well-equipped  farm,  and  from 
its  cultivation  he  has  accumulated  a  competency, 
that  enables  him  to  pass  the  declining  years  of  a 
busy,  honorable  life  in  comfort  and  free  from  the 
necessity  of  hard  labor.  He  has  not  only  wit- 
nessed with  pleasure  the  gradual  growth  of  Kal- 
amazoo County  from  all  its  original  wildness,  but 
he  may  well  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  has  had 
a  hand  in  making  it  what  it  is  to-day,  with  its 
many  beautiful  farms  and  pleasant  homes.  He  was 
at  one  time  Highway  Commissioner,  and  helped 
to  lay  out  all  the  roads  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
made  the  first  road  to  Battle  Creek  from  his  farm. 
He  drove  the  first  team  from  Ann  Arbor  to  Battle 
Creek  and  helped  to  build  the  first  house  in  Cal- 
houn County,  as  we  have  seen.  He  favors  the  Re- 
publican party  in  politics,  but  in  local  affairs  he 
always  votes  for  the  man  best  fitted  for  the  oflSce. 
He  was  Pathmaster  for  fourteen  years,  and  in 
other  ways  he  has  helped  in  public  improvements. 
He  was  once  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but 
would  not  serve,  although  elected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 


<^/^      c/o ccci  z2.£?^  f  ^  7, 
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Mr.  Simons  was  first  married  in  December,  1835. 
to  Miss  Parthena  Tliomas,  a  native  of  New  York 
and  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  couple 
married  in  Battle  Creek  Township.  Mrs.  Simons 
died  in  1843,  and  her  mortal  remains  were  de- 
posited in  Reece  Cemetery,  Calhoun  County. 
Two  children  were  the  result  of  that  marriage: 
Anson  D.,  who  was  born  in  Charleston  Township 
in  1838,  and  William  Lewis,  who  makes  his  home 
with  his  father;  he  is  a  teacher  by  profession,  and 
has  taught  several  years  in  the  township  schools. 
The  second  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  took 
place  March  25,  1849,  was  with  Sarah  Betterley, 
fifth  daughter  of  William  and  Phebe  (Hay ford) 
Betterley.  Mrs.  Simons  was  born  November  1, 
1827,  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  lived 
until  she  was  ten  years  old,  when  the  family  came 
to  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simons  have  one 
daughter,  Parthena,  wife  of  Robert  N.  Wakefield, 
of  Charleston  Township. 


V_ 


^-. 4*=r=4* 
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OICHOLAS  BEUMANN.  No  location  in  the 
State  excels  that  of  Kalamazoo  for  the  en- 
couragement offered  to  business  enterprises 
in  supplying  the  means  for  their  success.  The  in- 
centives to  energy  and  rewards  of  industry  are  un- 
surpassed, and  examples  of  success  are  not  wanting. 
Among  those  who  have  sought  a  home  within  its 
limits  and  have  built  up  a  substantial  fortune  in 
the  honorable  discharge  of  private  duties,  may  be 
mentioned  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice. 
Many  years  ago  there  lived  in  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, a  successful  business  man  and  upright  citi- 
zen whose  name  was  Anton  Knogle  Beumann.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  a  large  manufacturing  busi- 
ness and  had  in  his  employ  ninety  skilled  hands, 
continuing  thus  engaged  during  his  active  life. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife,  Julia,  were  born  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  in  the  youngest  of  whom, 
Nicholas,  we  are  particularly  interested.  He  was 
born  in  Schinestock,  January  27, 1828,  and  attended 
school  in  his  native  place  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  twelve  years. 

After  leaving  school,   Mr.    Beumann   served  an 
32  K 


apprenticeship  of  three  years  at  the  trade  of  a  silk 
weaver.  Later  he  went  to  West  Baden  and  learned 
the  trade  of  a  machinist,  to  which  he  was  ap- 
prenticed for  three  years.  In  1849,  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  embarking  on  the  vessel  "Lit- 
tle Belvidere,"  and,  after  a  voyage  of  sixtj^-two 
days,  landed  in  New  York  City.  Thence  he  went 
directly  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  was  in  the  employ 
of  a  lumbering  firm  until  he  went  to  Pennsylvania 
and  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business  on  his  own 
account  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

The  year  1856  marked  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Beu- 
mann in  Kalamazoo,  where  he  at  once  built  what 
is  known  as  the  Steam  Brewery  and  established 
himself  in  the  brewing  business.  For  fifteen  years, 
he  continued  successfully  as  a  manufacturer  of  ale 
and  beer,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  sold 
out  for  $42,000  and  retired  from  business  as  a 
brewer.  In  1872,  he  became  interested  in  the  real- 
estate  and  loan  business,  in  which  he  has  continued 
up  to  the  present  time.  A  man  of  great  enterprise 
and  business  sagacity,  success  has  rewarded  his  ef- 
forts and  he  has  became  known  as  one  of  the  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Kalamazoo.  He  has  built  fifteen 
stores  in  Kalamazoo,  from  the  rental  of  which  he 
derives  a  handsome  income. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Beumann  was  married  to  Miss 
Catharine  Horn,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
who  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  .resided  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beumann  have  two 
sons  living:  Frank,  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant  of 
Kalamazoo,  and  James,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  loan  business  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Beumann 
occupies  very  comfortable  apartments  in  his  block 
on  the  corner  of  Water  and  Bur  dick  Streets  and 
has  gained  a  competency,  although  commencing 
with  limited  means.  Mrs.  Beumann  passed  from 
this  life,  September  28,  1889,  leaving  her  husband 
and  children  to  mourn  her  loss  and  leaving  a 
vacant  place  in  their  home  and  hearts  which  can 
never  be  filled. 

Mr.  Beumann  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Working  Men's 
Association.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  local  and  national 
politics.  He  served  one  term  as  Alderman  of 
Kalamazoo,  was  Chief  Engineer   of   the  city  for 
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eight  years  and  Street  Commissioner  for  two 
years,  and  in  whatever  position  he  has  been  placed, 
has  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  fellow-citizens. 

IL  ON.  JOHN  WALKER.  Although  many 
''^^^  years  have  passed  away  since  this  gentle- 
man closed  his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  time, 
g;  he  still  lives  in  the  affectionate  regard  of 
his  friends.  He  was  born  in  Deerfield  Township, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  May  12,  1818,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Cooper  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
Eebruary  21,  1878.  His  father,  Alexander,  was 
born  in  Scotland,  whence  he  emigrated  to  America 
in  his  young  manhood  and  located  in  New  York, 
where  he  married  Ann  McKercher,  a  native  of  that 
State. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  AlexanderWalker  rode 
through  the  woods  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
worked  in  a  glass  factory,  while  his  wife  conducted 
the  farm.  He  became  well-to-do  and  died  about 
1850,  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  wife  lived  to  the 
good  old  age  of  four-score  j^ears,  and  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  thirteen  children,  four  of  whom  still  survive. 

One  of  that  family  was  our  subject,  who  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  district 
school  and  the  academ}-  at  Fairfield.  His  health 
failing  while  he  was  in  New  York,  it  was  thought 
advisable  for  him  to  come  West  and  accordingly, 
in  the  spring  of  1836,  when  eighteen  years  old,  he 
removed  to  Michigan  in  company  with  his  brother 
Daniel.  At  Detroit  he  was  taken  ill,  and  com- 
pelled to  remain  a  few  months,  but  as  soon  as  able 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo.  His  brother,  becoming  home- 
sick, returned  from  Detroit  to  New  York. 

In  Kalamazoo,  Mr.  Walker  secured  a  position  as 
clerk  for  Willard  &  Company,  grocers,  which  po- 
sition he  filled  for  some  time.  Later,  he  taught 
school  in  the  winter  and  worked  on  farms  during 
the  summer  seasons,  until  he  accumulated  money 
enough  to  purchase  a  place.  In  1840,  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  8, 
Cooper  Township,  and  at  once  commenced  to 
clear  and  improve  the  soil.  In  1842,  he  built  a 
log   cabin    which  unfortunately   was   burned    be- 


fore it  was  occupied.  The  following  winter  he 
spent  at  his  home  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  but 
returning  West  in  the  spring  of  1843,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Phoebe  Doolittle,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Their  wedded  life  was  of  brief  dura- 
tion, and  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  wife 
in  1850. 

Near  the  home  which  Mr.  Walker  established, 
deer  and  other  wild  game  as  well  as  Indians  roamed 
at  will,  while  white  neighbors  were  few.  In  1852, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Octavia  Cunningham,  who 
was  born  in  Madison,  Lake  County,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 17,  1820.  Her  parents,  Cyrus  and  Mar}^  W. 
(Crary)  Cunningham,  were  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  early  located  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  and 
there  sojourned  until  their  death  at  the  ages,  re- 
spectively, of  seventy-one  and  seventy-five.  The 
father  was  a  finel}^  educated  man,  a  former  student  at 
Williams  College  in  Massachusetts,  and  prominent 
and  highly  respected  in  Lake  County.  During  the 
War  of  1812,  he  served  in  the  defense  of  his 
country.  He  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  a  sincere  Christian. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  had  a  family  of  five 
children — one  son  who  died  young,  and  four 
daughters,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Walker 
and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ardelia  King,  who  lives  on 
the  old  Cunningham  homestead  in  Lake  County, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Walker  received  her  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Ohio  and  the  Kirkland  Normal 
School,  and  for  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage 
followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mary, 
wife  of  J.  M.  Travis,  of  Plain  well,  this  State;  and 
Cyrus  A.,  who  married  Miss  Lydia  Earl,  and  has 
two  children:  John  and  Leon.  Both  children 
were  highly  educated,  the  daughter  in  the  Michi- 
gan Female  Seminary  at  Kalamazoo  and  the  son 
at  Parsons'  Business  College. 

In  his  religious  convictions,  Mr.  Walker  was  a 
Congregationalist,  and  a  faithful  member  of  the 
church  at  Cooper,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  pil- 
lars. He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  held 
various  offices.  For  many  years  he  was  Supervisor 
and  in  the  fall  of  1869  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  as  Representative  from  Kalamazoo 
County  to  the  Legislature,  where  he  served  three 
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terras  as  one  of  its  most  active  n^ embers.  He  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges 
and  a  member  of  several  other  important  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  Walker  was  eminently  a  self-made  man,  as 
he  started  in  life  without  means,  and  by  his  integ- 
rity and  enterprise  gained  a  high  place  in  the  esti- 
mation of  all  who  knew  him.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease,  he  owned  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
of  land,  the  most  of  which  had  been  cleared  by  his 
own  labor.  In  connection  with  general  farming, 
he  was  a  stock-raiser,  meeting  with  success  in  rais- 
ing the  various  grades  of  stock.  He  was  active  in  the 
organization  of  the  Grange,  which  he  served  for 
some  time  as  Master. 

A  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  Mr.  Walker 
threw  his  whole  influence  against  the  evil  effects 
of  alcohol;  he  also  had  the  reputation  of  being 
very  kind  to  the  poor.  Since  his  death  his  estate 
has  been  managed  by  his  son,  who  maintains  the 
high  class  of  improvements.  Mrs.  Walker  is 
greatly  interested  in  church  matters,  and  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Congregational  denomination  at 
Cooper,  contributing  liberally  of  her  means  and 
influence  in  its  behalf. 


^>-^^<m=^-~^- 


y'^^ILLIAM  R.  SOUTHWORTH  is  prominent 
not  only  as  one  of  the  leading  public  oflS- 
,,  ,,  cials  of  Brady  Township,  but  also  as  one 
of  the  most  enlightened  and  enterprising  farmers 
of  this  section  of  Kalamazoo  County.  He  comes  of 
notable  New  England  ancestry  and  of  sterling 
pioneer  stock  of  Hillsdale  County,  this  State,  of 
which  he  is  a  native,  born  in  the  town  of  Litchfield, 
June  3,  1850.  His  father,  Roscius  South  worth,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and  was  a  son  of  Royal 
Southworth,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  the  Pilgrims 
of  "Mayflower"  fame  to  one  Widow  Southworth, 
who  came  from  England  on  that  vessel,  and  was  af- 
terward married  to  Gov.  Bradford,  the  second  ruler 
of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  Roj^al  Southworth  mar- 
ried Phebe  Gleason,  who  was  also  of  New  England 
birth.  From  Connecticut  they  subsequently  moved 
to  Massachusetts,  and  thence  to  Oswego  County, 


N.  Y.,  where  they  located  in  the  town  of  Mexico, 
and  there  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  en- 
gaged as  a  machinist,  living  there  many  years. 
They  finally  followed  their  children  to  Michigan, 
where  the  father  died  in  Allen  Township,  Hills- 
dale County,  at  the  home  of  their  son  Roscius, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  mother  died 
later  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  William 
Porter,  in  Allegan  County,  aged  eighty  years. 

Roscius  Southworth  worked  in  his  youth  in  a 
cotton-mill  at  Mendon,  Worcester  County,  Mass. 
He  was  afterward  employed  in  a  cotton -mill  in 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  until  1836.  In  that  year, 
lie*accompanied  the  family  to  Michigan,  and  a  few 
years  later  he  became  a  contractor  on  the  Lake 
Shore  Railway  and  its  branches,  and  was  so  engaged 
for  many  j^ears.  In  the  meantime,  he  invested 
his  spare  money  in  land  in  Litchfield  and  Alien 
Townships,  Hillsdale  County,  carrying  on  its  cul- 
tivation in  connection  with  his  other  business. 
He  was  first  married  in  Litchfield  Township,  in 
1837,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Murdock,  a  native  of  Os- 
wego County,  N.  Y.  She  died  one  year  later,  leav- 
ing a  son,  John,  who  is  now  practicing  law  in 
Clarendon,  Tex.  Mr.  Southworth  was  married  a 
second  time,  in  Litchfield  Township,  August  10, 
1841,  Miss  Lucinda  Wight  becoming  his  wife.  She 
was  born  in  Hope,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1819,  and  is  now  the  oldest  resident  of 
Hillsdale  County.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren: Abb}"  (Mrs.  Parish),  a  resident  of  Hillsdale 
County;  Thaddeus  Monroe,  a  farmer  in  Hillsdale 
County;  Royal  A.,  who  is  editing  a  paper  at  Den- 
ver, Colo.,  known  as  The  Ranch;  William  W.  (de- 
ceased), and  William  R. 

William  R.  Southworth 's  maternal  grandparents 
were  Thaddeus  and  Lucinda  (Washburn)  Wight, 
both  of  New  England  birth  and  parentage.  The 
former  was  born  in  Vermont,  June  8,  1788;  the 
latter  was  born  August  9,  1792,  and  it  is  thought 
that  Massachusetts  was  her  native  State.  After 
marriage  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Vermont, 
whence  a  few  years  later  they  betook  themselves 
to  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  Sometime  after  that 
they  removed  to  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  and 
from  there  came  to  Michigan  in  tbe  spring  of  1830. 
They   settled    among    the   pioneers    of   Hillsdale 
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County,  near  Jonesville,  where  the  grandmother 
of  our  subject  died,  September  7, 1832.  His  grand- 
father continued  to  farm  there  and  in  Litchfield 
Township  until  the  infirmities  of  old  age  necessi- 
tated his  abandoning  active  labors,  and  his  remain- 
ing years  were  spent  tranquill}^  with  the  mother  of 
our  subject  until  he  rounded  out  his  life,  July  28, 
1859.  He  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  six 
daughters  and  three  sons,  five  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing. His  father  was  Jacob  Wight,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  England.  He  was  of  English  descent, 
and  the  family  came  to  this  country  in  the  "May- 
flower" m  1620.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer.  He  died  at*  a 
good  old  age  m  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  subject  of  this  review  passed  his  bo^^hood 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Hillsdale  County,  attending 
the  local  district  school  whenever  opportunity 
offered,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  became  a  student 
at  the  Hillsdale  school,  which  he  attended  a  short 
time.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  went  to  Illinois, 
and  for  a  year  and  a  half  worked  by  the  month  for 
his  brother  Thaddeus.  Returning  to  his  native  State 
and  county,  he  carried  on  the  home  farm  for  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he  came  to  Kalama- 
zoo County,  and  bought  the  farm  on  section  20, 
Brady  Township,  April  8, 1871,  which  he  has  since 
transformed  into  a  very  attractive  home  in  this 
vicinity.  It  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
of  which  only  sixty  acres  were  improved  when  he 
took  possession  of  the  place;  now  he  has  it  all  but 
ten  acres  under  the  best  of  cultivation,  and  he  has 
the  most  of  it  well  drained,  having  put  in  over 
two  miles  of  tile.  A  part  of  the  land  thus  treated 
was  marshy  and  was  considered  worthless,  but  is 
now  his  most  productive  land.  He  engages  in 
mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and  other  produce 
and  stock,  and  has  his  farm  well  stocked  with  fine 
wool  sheep,  with  horses  of  standard  breeds,  and 
with  Durham  cattle.  He  finds  the  culture  of  mint 
very  profitable  on  his  lowlands,  and  in  the  season 
of  '91  he  planted  fifty  acres  of  it  and  made  $30  an 
acre  on  an  average.  He  has  placed  substantial 
improvements  on  liis  farm,  and  in  1884  he  erected 
a  commodious  frame  residence,  which  is  of  a  good 
style  of  architecture,  and  is  well  appointed  within. 
Mr.  South  worth  was  first  married,  July  4,  1869, 


to  Miss  Elnory  Todd.  She  was  born  in  Litchfield 
Township,  September  9,  1850,  and  she  died  Octo- 
ber 26,  1884.  Three  cliildren  were  born  of  that 
marriage,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Claude  W.  and 
Horace.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject,which 
took  place  January  31,  1886,  was  with  Miss  Canna- 
rissa  C.  Guyer,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  child, 
whom  they  have  named  Roscius  G.  Mrs.  South- 
worth  is  a  native  of  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  born  in 
the  township  of  Porter,  March  10,  1865. 

Our  subject  is  a  generous,  high-minded  man,  of 
an  active  temperament  and  quick  brain,  and  his 
fellow-citizens,  knowing  well  that  he  is  worthy  of 
all  confidence,  have  called  him  to  the  responsible  po- 
sition of  Township  Treasurer,  and  he  is  also  Town- 
ship Clerk,which  office  he  has  held  for  three  years. 
He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  would  no*, 
qualify.  He  stands  high  among  the  working  Re- 
publicans of  this  section,  and  has  been  delegate  to 
county  conventions  several  times. 


^/  ACOB  VAN  HOESEN.  Among  the  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  we  are  pleased  to  include  the  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  this  estimable  resident 
of  Portage  Township.  He  is  at  present  residing 
on  section  8,  where  he  has  an  excellent  farm  un- 
der the  most  improved  methods  of  cultivation, 
and  which,  he  is  proud  to  remember,  is  the  result 
of  his  persistent  industry  and  good  judgment. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Garret 
and  Hannah  Van  Hoesen,  the  father  being  born  in 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.  When  a  boy,  his  parents 
removed  to  Cortland  County,  where  he  grew  to 
man's  estate,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Provost.  The  young  couple  made  their  home  in 
the  latter-named  county  until  1830,  when  they  re- 
moved to  what  is  now  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
and  resided  until  their  death.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  of  whom  Jacob  was  the  eld- 
est, but  one. 

Jacob  Van  Hoesen  was  born  in  Cortland  County, 
N.   Y.,  August  6,  1819,  where  he  passed   the   first 

He  grew  to  man's  estate 


eleven  3^ears  of  his    life. 
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in  Wyoming  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1850,  the  date  of  his  coming  to  the  Wolver- 
ine State.  He  at  once  made  his  home  in  Portage 
on  the  property  which  is  his  present  abiding  place. 
Miss  Maria  T.  M.  Martm,  who  was  born  in  Gene- 
see County,  N.  Y.,  February  5,  1828,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
in  that  county,  August  27,  1845.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Van  Hoesen  were  George  E.  and  Catherine 
(Mercer)  Martin,  her  mother  being  born  in  East- 
ern New  York,  and  dying  in  Genesee  County  in 
1839.  The  father  had  been  an  officer  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and,  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  passed  his  last  days  in  the 
home  of  our  subject.  Twelve  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin,  of  whom  Mrs.  Van  Hoesen 
was  the  ninth. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  named  children:  Charles,  who  married 
Helen  Carleton;  Celia,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  H. 
Nesbitt;  Nellie,  Mrs.  Dr.  H.  Schaberg,  of  Kalama- 
zoo; Adell,  who  married  Jay  White;  and  John  B., 
who  is  at  home.  Mr.  Van  Hoesen  has  never 
sought  for  political  preference,  choosing  rather 
to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  du- 
ties, of  which  he  has  made  so  signal  a  success. 
His  possessions  include  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  choice  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  first- 
class  set  of  farm  buildings.  A  view  of  this  place 
is  shown  on  another  page.  Mr.  Van  Hoesen  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  in  his  religious  views 
is  liberal.  He  is  ranked  among  the  influential  and 
progressive  farmers  of  this  locality,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  here  give  his  sketch. 

RS.  MARGARET  M.  TOBEY,  widow  of 
the  late  H.  D.  Tobey,  owns  and  controls 
a  well-equipped,  orderly  farm  on  section 
16,  Charleston  Township,  and  as  an  able, 
energetic  woman  is  an  important  factor  in  carrying 
forward  the  agricultural  interests  of  Kalamazoo 
County  and  in  sustaining  its  prosperity.  She  is  a 
native  of  Southern  Michigan,  born  in  Battle  Creek, 
Calhoun  County,  February  12,  1841,  a  daughter 
of  one  of  its  pioneers,  Alfred  Mason. 


The  father  of  our  subject   was  born  and  reared 
among  the  green  hills  of  Vermont,  and  when  a 
young  man    he  left  his   native   State,  and  for   a 
number  of  years  lived    in  Boston,  Mass.     Pioneer 
life  had  attractions  for   him,  and  he   thought  that 
in  one  of  the  new  towns  of  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan he  could  build  up  a  good  trade  at  his  calling 
as  a  wagon -maker,  and  he  came  hither  and  settled 
in    Battle   Creek,  which  was  then   in   its  infancy. 
He  carried  on  business  there  as    a   wagon    manu- 
facturer   for    many  years,   his    business    growing 
with  the  growth  of  the  village,  and  he  was  much 
prospered.     He   lived  to  see  the   county  well    de- 
veloped, and  was  known  and  held  in  high  estima- 
tion by  everybody  in  that  section.     He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views,  and  was  unswerv- 
ing in  his  fidelity  to  his  party.     Dying  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  he  left  behind  him  a  golden  mem- 
ory of  a  long  life  well  spent. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Catherine  Good- 
rich prior  to  her  marriage.  She  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  whence  she  came  to  Michigan  when  she 
was  only  fifteen  years  old  with  an  uncle,  who  was 
an  early  pioneer  of  the  State.  She  was  only  twenty- 
eight  years  old  when  she  died,  and  left  four  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  two  sons,  motherless. 
They  are  all  living,  and  of  them  the  following  is 
recorded:  Maria  is  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Hodskin,  of 
Manistee;  Margaret  M.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  William  H.  is  Postmaster  at  Battle 
Creek;  Charles  S.  is  also  a  resident  of  that  city. 

Mrs.  Tobey  is  the  second  child  of  the  family. 
She  was  educated  in  the  Battle  Creek  schools,  and 
grew  up  to  a  true  womanhood  under  good  home 
influences.  December  27,  1862,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  with  H.  D.  Tobey.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  July  6,  1840.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  parents,  Benjamin  and  Louisa  (Wood) 
Tobey,  when  he  was  but  four  years  old.  They 
were  pioneer  settlers  of  Charleston  Township,  lo- 
cating on  section  16,  where  the  father  opened  up 
a  good  farm,  upon  which  he  spent  his  remaining 
days. 

Mr.  Tobey  was  the  third  child  born  to  his  par- 
ents. His  education  was  begun  in  the  local  dis- 
trict schools  and  completed  at  Kalamazoo.  He 
was  trained   to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  adopted 
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that  calling  when  he  arrived  at  years  of  discretion. 
After  marriage,  he  and  his  bride  settled  on  section 
21,  Charleston  Township,  on  a  tract  of  land  that 
had  been  but  little  improved.  He  devoted  him- 
self to  its  further  devolopment,  and  continued  to 
reside  thereon  some  twelve  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  ho  bought  the  farm  upon  which 
his  family  is  still  living,  and  here,  surrounded  by 
every  comfort,  the  fruit  of  the  joint  labors  of 
himself  and  wife,  and  tenderly  ministered  to  by 
wife  and  children,  he  passed  from  life  to  death  on 
the  1st  of  June,  1890,  the  re-awakening  of  Na- 
ture in  all  her  beauty  at  that  season  speaking  to 
his  sorrowing  friends  of  immortality.  In  the  quiet 
cemetery  of  Charleston  Township,  he  now  lies 
sleeping  his  last  sleep.  He  led  a  busy,  full  life, 
yet  was  by  no  means  an  old  man  when  he  died. 
He  made  his  mark  as  an  able,  ingenious  farmer, 
who  had  a  complete  understanding  of  agriculture 
in  all  its  branches,  and  he  left  his  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres  in  a  fine  condition, 
nearly  all  the  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, buildings  of  a  good  class  adorning  the  place, 
and  everything  needful  to  carry  on  farming.  Mr. 
Tobey's  reputation  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  was  of 
the  highest,  and  he  was  favorably  known  through- 
out the  county.  In  politics,  he  was  a  right  royal 
Republican.  He  held  some  of  the  township  offices, 
and  in  every  way  did  what  he  could  to  advance 
public  interests.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tobey  had  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Charles,  who  as- 
sists his  mother  in  the  management  of  the  farm, 
and  Nina  M.,  an  accomplished  young  lady,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Battle  Creek  High  School, 
afterward  attended  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor  two  year's,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Battle  Creek.  Mrs.  Tobey  was  ap- 
pointed administrator  of  her  husband's  estate 
after  his  death,  and  she  has  since  had  charge  of 
the  farm.  She  has  shown  herself  fully  equal  to 
the  arduous  duties  thus  devolving  upon  her,  and 
keeps  the  place  up  to  the  same  highly  improved 
state  it  had  attained  under  Mr.  Tobey 's  fostering 
care.  She  is  conducting  a  general  farming  busi- 
ness, and  her  stock  compares  with  the  finest  in  the 
neighborhood  in  point  of  excellence  in  breed  and 
in  good  keeping.     Our  subject,  is   regarded    as  a 


woman  of  rare  worth,  who  combines  business  en- 
ergy with  tact,  a  kind,  friendly  spirit  and  a  true 
womanly  nature,  which  traits  have  won  for  her  a 
warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  come  under 
her  influence. 


ARRISON  GRAY.  The  record  of  the  devel- 
opment of  Kalamazoo  County  forms  a  his- 
^§>^'  tory  which  is  interesting  but  not  unique, 
(^)  the  other  portions  of  the  State  having  with 
equal  rapidity  evolved  a  populous  community 
from  a  wilderness.  Among  the  brave  pioneers  to 
whom  praise  belongs  for  the  part  taken  in  the 
progress  of  the  county,  especial  mention  belongs 
to  Mr.  Gray,  who  passed  from  earth  January  29, 
1889,  and  whose  mortal  remains  now  lie  buried  in 
Maple  Grove  Cemetery. 

For  many  years  prior  to  his  decease,  Mr.  Gray 
was  closely  connected  with  the  history  of  Com- 
stock  Township,  where  he  owned  an  eighty-acre 
farm  on  section  32.  Born  in  Massachusetts,  April 
7,  1817,  he  was  the  eldest  son  of  Mathew  and 
Delilah  Gray.  When  he  was  only  two  years  old, 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  1838, 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  locating  in  Com- 
stock  County  and  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  from 
Mr.  Pomeroy.  The  place  bore  no  improvement 
save  a  log  house,  and  it  required  arduous  exer- 
tions and  unremitting  labor  to  develop  a  fine 
farm  from  the  unpromising  surroundings. 

In  the  public  affairs  of  the  county,  Mr.  Gray 
retained  great  interest  and  was  a  prominent  Re- 
publican, and  was  well  known  throughout  the 
community  as  a  generous  supporter  of  all  ben- 
evolent and  public  measures.  He  was  of  Irish 
descent,  his  grandfather  having  emigrated  from 
that  country  to  America  at  an  early  day.  The 
qualities  of  perseverance  and  enterprise,  for  which 
the  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle  have  long  been 
famous,  descended  to  our  subject  and  were  prom- 
inent traits  of  his  character. 

Mr.  Gray's  widow  still  survives,  an  estima- 
ble lady,  who  was  born  in  Lake  County,  Ohio, 
July  12,  1825.     Her  father,  Edward  N.  Williams, 
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was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  and  after 
coming  to  Ohio  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Freer,  a 
native  of  New  York.  After  their  marriage,  which 
took  place  September  24,  1819,  the  young  couple 
located  on  a  farm  in  Lake  County,  and  lived 
happily  together  until  the  death  of  the  husband, 
November  2,  1829.  The  wife  survived  until 
October  7,  1876,  when  at  a  good  old  age  she 
passed  away. 

The  family  of  which  Mrs.  Gray  is  a  member 
comprised  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Mortimer  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
j^ears;  Eliza  Jane,  who  married  and  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  died  February  16,  1849; 
Martha  C.  is  now  the  widow  of  our  subject; 
Edwin  is  deceased;  Theodore  resides  in  Dakota. 
When  thirteen  years  old,  Mrs.  Gray  accompanied 
her  widowed  mother  to  Michigan,  where  she  be- 
came the  wife  of  Harrison  Gray,  December  25, 
1844,  in  Pavilion  Township,  Kalamazoo  County. 

Twelve  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gray,  namel}^:  J.  Myron;  Henry  D.,  of 
Hull,  Iowa;  Mary  J.,  who  died  when  ten  years  old; 
Emma  J.,  who  passed  away  when  two  years  of 
age;  Delia  E.,  wife  of  Alonzo  Annabel,  of  Van 
Buren  County,  this  State;  Theodore  A.,  of  Dakota; 
Ada  A.,  who  is  at  home  with  her  mother;  Evett  E. 
and  Emmett  E.  (twins),  who  are  in  Dakota;  Ed- 
ward H.  and  Arthur  G.,  who  are  at  home  and  cul- 
tivate the  farm;  and  Jennie  M.,  who  remains  with 
her  mother  and  is  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools. 


A  JOR  B.  WESTON,  who  was  for  many  years 
a  prominent  contractor  and  business  man 
of  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  of  which  he  is  a 
native,  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  with 
the  intention  of  retiring  from  business,  and  has  since 
resided  on  section  7,  Comstock  Township.  Ele  was 
born  in  Chesterfield  Township,  in  the  county  men- 
tioned, November  7,  1820;;  His  ancestors  were 
English  people,  and  three  brothers  of  the  name  com- 
ing from  the  old  country  in  1656  or  1660  were  the 
founders  of  the  family  in  America.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  James  Westvon,  was  born  in  the  same  place 
as  his  son,  and  was  a  prominent  man  in  that  part 


of  the  country.  He  took  part  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  He 
was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  his  place, 
and  his  untimely  death  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
was  a  serious  blow  to  its  interests.  His  father,  who 
bore  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, a  Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  in  after  years  drew  a  pension  for  his  services.  He 
was  the  father  of  fifteen  children,  eleven  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sally  Witheral,  and  she  too  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut. She  was  buried  in  the  same  grave  with 
her  husband,  their  grandson  of  whom  we  write 
closing'their  eyes  in  1839.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Melinda  Mace  in  her  maiden  days.  She  was 
a  native  of  Vermont,  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Con- 
necticut River,  in  the  county  of  Windom.  Her 
father  was  Charles  Mace,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
She  lived  to  be  seventy-three  years  old,  and  then 
died  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in 
Evergreen  Cemetery,  Keeseville,  Clinton  County, 
N.  Y. 

They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two 
daughters  and  six  sons,  as  follows:  Amasa,  the  eld- 
est, died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Emily,  the  wife 
of  Dr.  F.  H.  Chase;  Major  B.;  Winslow,  who  lived 
in  California  twenty  years,  was  married  at  the  age 
of  forty-eight  years,  and  was  finally  killed  in  Es- 
sex County,  N.  Y.;  Sylvester  W.,  who  lives  on  the 
old  family  homestead  in  Chesterfield,  N.  Y.; 
Charles  W.,a  speculator,  farmer,  builder  and  man- 
ufacturer, of  Keeseville,  N.  Y. ;  Amanda  M.,  now  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of  Rufus  Prescott,  a 
large  manufacturer  in  Keeseville,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  child  and  second  son  of 
the  family.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  and 
after  the  death  of  his  father  took  charge  of  his  im- 
mense business  and  carried  it  on  successfully  with 
the  assistance  of  his  mother,  who  was  a  notable 
business  woman.  He  farmed,  manufactured  lumber, 
contracted  to  build  roads,  etc.  He  employed  from 
twenty-five  to  two  hundred  men,  and  constructed 
the  plank  road  from  Blackbrook  to  Franklin  Falls 
on  the  Saranac  River,  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles 
through  the  woods,  and  had  three  or  four  hundred 
men  working  under  him.  He  began  it  by  the  1st 
of  Jul}^  and  finished  it  by  the  middle  of  November, 
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in  the  year  1851,  receiving  the"  sum  of  $1,200 
a  mile  for  his  work,  the  road  being  made  of  four- 
inch  hemlock  planks,  eight  feet  in'  length.  Mr. 
Weston  was  also  engaged  in  burning  charcoal,  and 
furnished  four  hundred  and  four  thousand  bushels 
in  two  years  to  one  firm,  having  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred  men  employed  in  that  occupation.  He 
was  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, and  he  continued  to  carry  on  all  these  vari- 
ous enterprises  until  1865,  when  he  sold  out  all  his 
interests  in  New  York  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
a  view  to  retiring  from  business  altogether.  He 
took  up  his  residence  on  section  7,  Comstock  Town- 
ship, and  has  ever  since  made  it  his  home. 

Mr.  Weston  was  first  married  in  Addison  County, 
Vt,  May  16,  1844,  to  Miss  Abigail  M.  Clark,  a 
native  of  that  county.  They  lived  happily  together 
for  nearly  forty-six  years,  and  then  the  good  wife 
and  kind  mother  was  taken  from  her  loved  ones  by 
death,  January  27,  1890.  She  was  the  mother  of 
eleven  children,  four  sons  and  seven  daughters, 
namely:  Charles  J.,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  May 
1,  1845,  and  when  last  heard  from  was  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.;  Emily,  wife  of  Chester  A.  Dunbar, 
clerk  in  the  postoflSceat  Kalamazoo;  Royal  S.,  who 
is  in  the  grocery,  lumber  and  real-estate  business  at 
Olympia,  Wash.;  Alice,  wife  of  Edgar  Hawley,  a 
contractor,  working  for  the  city  of  Kalamazoo, 
where  he  resides;  Major  B.,  Jr.,  a  farmer  of  Comstock 
Township;  Etta,  wife  of  William  Blake,  a  resident 
of  Comstock  Township,  who  also  owns  a  farm  in 
Pavilion  Township;  J.  T.,  a  traveling  man,  resid- 
ing at  Kalamazoo;  Hattie  H.,  wife  of  James  Crooks, 
a  resident  of  Kalamazoo,  and  a  traveling  man  in 
the  employ  of  Dewing  &  Sons,  lumbermen;  Ellen, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Jane,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  months;  and  Lelia,  who  died 
when  seven  months  old.  All  the  children  were 
born  in  Clintonville,  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject  has  seventeen  grandchildren,  all  living, 
Mr.  Weston  married  for  his  second  wife  Phi- 
lura  F.  Weston,  the  widow  of  William  B.  Weston, 
of  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  she  devotes  herself  to  his 
interests. 

Mr.  Weston  has  mingled  much  in  public  life  and 
has  always  been  active  in  political  matters.  The 
Republican  party  has  had  in  him  a  faithful  and 


stanch  supporter  from  the  start  He  was  one  of 
the  immortal  seven  who  cast  the  first  Republican 
ballots  in  Au  Sable  Township,  Clinton  County, 
N.  Y.  in  1857.  At  Clinton,  in  his  native  county, 
he  was  a  leading  civic  official,  holding  the  offices 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Highway  Commissioner 
and  School  Director.  He  has  also  been  prominent 
in  educational  affairs  since  he  settled  here,  acting 
as  School  Director  in  Comstock  Township  nine 
years,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  instrumental- 
ity that  the  sclioolhouse  was  built  on  section  5, 
in  District  No.  5.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was 
Past  Grand  Master.  He  was  formerly  a  member  in 
high  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


FRANCIS  CARSON.  One  of  the  represen- 
tative farmers  of  Portage  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  whose  financial  growth  has 
been  synonymous  with  the  growth  and  history  of 
the  county,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch,  and  who  is  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  many  of  her  interests.  He  owns  a 
good  farm  in  section  30,  which  is  embellished  with 
good  buildings,  the  most  noticeable  among  which 
is  his  substantial  residence,  a  view  of  which  will 
be  noticed  on  another  page. 

Francis  Carson  is  the  son  of  Oliver  and  Mary  E. 
(Curley)  Carson,  natives  of  Canada.  They  came 
to  Michigan  from  New  York,  and  settled  near 
Blissfield,  Lenawee  County,  where  the  father  died. 
The  parental  family  included  nine  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth,  his  birth  occur- 
ring in  Chili,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  June,  1850. 
When  a  young  man  he  came  West  to  Illinois,  and 
engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  business  at  Chicago 
for  about  fifteen  years. 

In  1885,  Mr.  Carson  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  Portage  Township,  where  he  now  makes  his 
home.  His  landed  estate  comprises  three  liu.  - 
dred  and  ninety  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  is  to  be 
found  in  Kalamazoo  County.  He  has  placed  the 
entire  amount  under  good  cultivation  and  ranks 
among  the  wealthy  and  progressive  farmers  of  this 
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section.  He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  is 
not  otherwise  interested  in  political  affairs.  He 
takes  an  active  part  in  educational  matters,  and  is 
a  strong  and  influential  temperance  worker,  being 
a  member  of  the  Good  Templars. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years,  and 
while  residing  in  Chicago  was  connected  with  the 
Third  Presbyterian  Church,  on  Ashland  Avenue. 
Since  locating  in  this  township,  he  has  been  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school,  also  holding  the 
position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  at  different 
times.  Mr.  Carson  is  a  very  intelligent  and  cul- 
tured gentleman,  and  is  held  in  the  greatest  esteem 
by  his  neighbors. 


^^ 


-fe?* 


i  AMUEL  VIRGO.  Among  the  many  pros- 
perous farmers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  we 
may  mention  the  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  and  who  is  suc- 
cessfully cultivating  his  land  on  section  30,  Texas 
Township.  His  father  was  the  late  Richard  Virgo, 
was  born  in  England  and  married  Esther  Hill. 
This  couple  lived  for  a  time  both  in  Wayne  and 
Monroe  Counties,  N.  Y.,  whence,  in  1854,  they 
came  to  this  county  and  State.  They  settled  on 
section  30,  Texas  Township  and  resided  there 
until  their  death,  the  father  dying  in  1868,  and  the 
mother  surviving  until  1885. 

The  third  in  order  of  birth  among  seven  chil- 
dren, Samuel  Virgo  was  born  in  Gloucestershire, 
England,  June  2,  1831,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  the  United  States  in  1841.  He  resuled  with 
his  parents  in  New  York  State  until  1854,  and 
came  to  this  county  at  the  same  time  they  did. 
He  was  here  married,  March  10,  1868,  to  Mrs. 
Lydia  J.  Jeffries,  the  widow  of  Ulysses  Jeffries  and 
a  daughter  of  Richard  Stevens.  Mrs.  Virgo  was 
born  near  Auburn  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct- 
ober 12,  1836,  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children, 
who  are  as  follows:  Anna,  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Cronk;  Samuel  B.;  Frederick  W.;  Joseph  C;  and 
Jennie.  By  her  first  marriage  two  children  were 
born,  James  and  Herbert. 


While  living  in  New  York  State,  Mr.  Virgo  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  blacksmithing  business, 
(his  father  having  also  followed  that  trade)  farm- 
ing, and  boating  on  the  canal.  Since  coming  to 
this  State,  he  has  given  his  undivided  attention  to 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  now  owning  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  splendidly  cultivated  acres, 
which  he  has  improved.  Good  buildings  stand  on 
this  place,  which  he  has  erected,  and  a  view  of  the 
family  residence  is  shown  on  another  page. 

Mr.  Virgo  has  served  his  township  as  Constable 
and  also  on  the  Board  of  Review,  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  to  public  office.  He  is  a  true- 
blue  Republican  in  politics  and  is  always  in  favor 
of  anything  that  will  improve  the  condition  of 
both  township  and  county.  He  and  his  family  are 
well  thought  of  in  the  community  in  which  they 
reside. 

^TH^ILLINGS  CRANE.  Among  the  many  en- 
y^^^  terprising  farmers  that  distinguish  Cooper 
Township  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  in 
the  Kalamazoo  County  sisterhood,  there  is 
no  sturdier  son  of  toil,  than  he  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch,  and  who  is  one  of  the  old 
settlers  of  the  county.  He  has  an  elegant  residence 
on  his  estate,  together  with  all  the  buildings  that 
best  subserve  the  interests  of  the  agriculturist. 

Billings  Crane  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  May  30,  1828,  and  was  the  son  of  Lewis  A. 
Crane,  also  born  in  the  Empire  State,  in  1797.  The 
latter-named  gentleman  worked  as  a  carpenter  in 
his  native  State  until  1834,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  Michigan.  His  family,  which  then  consisted  of 
a  wife  and  three  children,  came  by  the  way  of  the 
lakes  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit.  He  purchased  an 
ox-team  in  the  City  of  the  Straits,  and  made  the 
journey  overland  to  Kalamazoo  County  with 
great  difficulty,  as  the  country  was  a  vast  wilder- 
ness. They  arrived  in  Kalamazoo,  which  then 
bore  the  name  of  Brunson,  October  15,  1834,  and 
there  Mr.  Crane  worked  at  his  trade  until  June, 
1836.  In  the  meantime  he  entered  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres  of  land  from  the  Government,  lo- 
cated on  section  2,  Cooper  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  located  on  the  above- 
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named  farm  in  June,  1836.  He  erected  a  log 
shanty  in  which  the  family  lived  until  the  fall  of 
that  year,  when  it  was  replaced  by  a  better  house, 
the  lumber  for  which  was  cut  in  Kalamazoo  and 
floated  down  the  river  to  his  new  home.  Cooper 
Township  was  organized  that  year  and  Mr.  Crane 
was  very  prominent  in  its  affairs.  Deer  and  wild 
animals  were  very  numerous  and  often  the  Indians 
camped  near  the  Crane  homestead.  With  the  as- 
sistance of  his  son,  our  subject,  the  father  began 
the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  his  new  pur- 
chase. He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  for 
several  years  was  Supervisor  of  Cooper  Township. 
He  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  widely 
known  as  Squire  Crane.     He  died  April  9,  1870. 

When  arriving  in  Kalamazoo,  the  father  of  our 
subject  found  himself  in  a  new  and  unsettled 
country  with  but  $15  in  his  pocket  and,  on  inves- 
tigation, $10  of  that  was  found  to  be  counterfeit. 
The  hardships  and  privations  of  those  early  times 
have  made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
our  subject,  who  was  then  quite  a  lad.  The  mother 
of  Billings  Crane  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah 
Kladjs  a  native  of  New  York,  and  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  1802.  She  died  March  19,  1889,  at  the 
home  of  our  subject.  She  was  a  very  intelligent 
and  estimable  lady,  and  her  loss  was  greatly  felt 
in  the  community.  With  her  husband,  she  was 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Of  the  parental  family  of  six  children,  three  are 
living.  Mr.  Crane,  of  this  sketch,  was  an  only 
son,  and  was  six  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
came  to  Michigan.  He  obtained  his  education  in 
the  primitive  log  schoolhouse  of  the  district  and 
made  the  very  best  of  his  limited  advantages.  He 
aided  his  father  in  the  duties  on  the  farm  until  a 
year  before  the  latter 's  death.  Our  subject  has 
made  his  home  on  section  2,  Cooper  Township,  for 
over  fifty  years. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1863,  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Deming,  who 
was  born  on  section  2,  of  the  above-named  town- 
ship, August  16,  1836.  Mrs.  Crane  has  always 
lived  on  that  section,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
David  E.  Deming,  who  was  the  first  settler  in 
Cooper  Township.  He  was  very  prominent  in 
local  affairs  and  one  of  the  well-to-do  and   intelli- 


gent agriculturists  of  that  section.  Mr.  Deming 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire  June  14,  1796,  and 
when  a  young  man  studied  medicine  under  Dr. 
Cole.  In  1821,  he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at 
the  medical  college,  at  Castleton ,  Vt.,  and  a  year 
later  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  at  Burlington.  He  was  graduated  in 
1822  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Hinesburg,  Vt.  June  22,  1823,  Dr.  Deming  was 
married  to  Miss  Electa  L.  Eldridge.  May  27,  1833 , 
he  left  the  Green  Mountain  State,  with  his  family, 
bound  for  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

Dr.  Deming  located  in  Gull  Prairie,  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1834, 
when  he  removed  to  section  2,  Cooper  Township, 
where  he  had  taken  up  a  large  tract  of  Govern- 
ment land.  He  was  the  very  first  man  to  settle 
in  this  locality  and  at  that  time  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits,  his  health  preventing 
him  from  following  his  practice.  In  1870,  Dr. 
Deming  removed  to  Plain  well,  where  he  died, 
September  5,  1879.  He  was  a  very  active  man  in 
local  affairs  and  was  the  first  Supervisor  in  Cooper 
Township.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in 
1840  and  served  two  years.  He  was  greatly  in- 
terested in  church  affairs  and  although  in  early 
life  a  Congregationalist,  on  moving  to  Plain  well 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  many 
years,  and  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed 
throughout  Kalamazoo  County.  Mrs.  Deming 
died  in  1884.  She  bore  her  husband  six  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living.  She  was  also  a  life-long 
Christian. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  two  children  have 
been  born:  JayD.,  July  28,  1868,  married  Fannie 
Munn  and  they  have  one  child,  Julian.  Sarah 
E.  was  born  March  8,  1878,  and  resides  with  her 
parents.  In  politics,  Mr.  Crane  is  a  Republican 
and  has  been  delegate  to  county,  district  and  State 
conventions.  He  was  elected  to  the  responsible 
position  of  Constable  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  also  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as  Treas- 
urer, Highway  Commissioner,  and  was  Supervisor 
for  nine  years  in  succession.  He  was  Chairman  of 
the  County  Board  one  year,  during  which  time 
the  county  courthouse   was  built. 
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Mr.  Crane  has  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  excellent  land  which  bear  all  the  improve- 
ments which  best  subserve  the  interests  of  a  first- 
class  agriculturist.  He  gives  a  great  deal  of  his 
attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  grades  of  stock  and, 
all  in  all,  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  section 
of  countrj^  He  erected  a  large  and  commodious 
frame  house  in  1885,  which  bears  all  the  modern 
improvements  and  conveniences,  and  a  view  of 
which  accompanies  this  biographical  notice. 


J' 
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ELVIN  L.  ROBINSON,  residing  on  section 
31,  Pavilion  Township,  on  the  farm  which 
is  his  birthplace,  is  one  of  the  brightest  and 

most  progressive  of  the  native-born  men  of 
Kalamazoo  Count}^  He  is  not  only  prominentl}^ 
identified  with  its  interests  as  a  farmer  of  more 
than  ordinary  enterprise  and  practical  ability,  but 
he  is  one  of  its  leading  officials,  representing  his 
township  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
for  six  successive  terms,  being  the  youngest  man 
ever  elected  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
county  and  the  only  man  born  in  the  township 
who  has  ever  represented  the  township  on  the 
Board.  He  was  born  October  11,  1856,  and  is  a 
son  of  H.  J.  Robinson,  a  former  honored  and  well- 
known  citizen  of  this  place.  The  father  was  born 
in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  April  7,  1814,  and  was 
a  son  of  James  B.  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  November  21,  1780, 
and  he  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Ezra  Robinson.  The 
latter  was  born  and  reared  near  Dublin,  and  was 
married  to  Meliitabel  Butler,  who  was  a  sister  of 
James  Butler,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Dublin.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  preacher  of  the 
Puritan  type.  He  died  in  Sanilac  County  at  the 
age  of  ninetj^-two  years.  His  wife  was  Anna  Jones, 
and  she  died  at  a  good  old  age.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  six  boys  and  four  girls. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  was  married  in  his  native  state.  He  owned  a 
farm  there,  which  he  sold,  and,  August  31,  1852,  he 
arrived  in  this  county  with  his  large  family,  intend- 
ing to  found  a  new  home  here.     He  had  made  a 


part  of  the  journey  on  Lake  Erie  on  the  ship  "May- 
flower.'' He  found  the  country  hereabouts  but  lit- 
tle settled  and  in  a  wild  condition,  with  plenty  of 
deer,  which  he  used  to  kill  occasionally  to  supply 
the  family  board,  which  at  first  was  a  door  laid  on 
stools  and  answering  for  a  table.  He  had  located 
on  a  rented  farm  in  a  log  house,  and  for  a  while 
had  a  hard  time  of  it  in  his  pioneer  environments. 
October  8,  1859,  he  bought  the  farm  on  section  31, 
Pavilion  Township,  now  owned  by  his  son  of  whom 
we  write.  There  was  not  a  stick  of  timber  cut,  or 
a  furrow  turned,  and  it  was  a  hard  task  to  clear  it 
and  prepare  the  soil  for  cultivation.  Mr.  Robin- 
son made  many  improvements,  and  worked  hard  to 
fully  develop  his  farm,  until  death  stayed  his 
hand,  August  15, 1876,  and  he  rested  from  his  toils. 
He  had  won  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple about  him,  so  genial  and  kindly  was  his  nature 
and  generous  his  disposition.  He  was  very  free 
with  his  means,  and  suffered  financially  for  his  lib- 
erality. His  house  was  the  seat  of  an  ever  abiding 
hospitality,  a  home  for  everybody,  no  one  ever 
appealing  in  vain  to  him  for  shelter  or  help.  He 
gave  to  churches  and  to  all  causes  that  would 
in  any  way  benefit  the  community  whenever  he 
had  money  in  his  pocket.  He  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views.  Mr.  Robinson's 
first  wife  died,  leaving  him  with  five  children,  and 
he  subsequently  married  Mrs.  Irene  (Hopkins) 
Thurber,  widow  of  Loren  Thurber,  who  had  five 
daughters  by  her  previous  marriage,  namely:  Han- 
nah Strough,  Elizabeth  Briggs,  Maria  Osborne, 
Huldah  Webber,  and  Wealthy  F.  Thurber,  deceased. 
She  was  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  born 
June  8,  1816.  By  her  second  marriage  she  was  the 
mother  of  four  daughters  and  one  son,  our  sub- 
ject. His  sisters  are  Mrs.  Frances  Axtell,  Mrs. 
Permela  Axtell,  Mrs.  Ella  Bliss,  and  Mrs.  Joanna 
Deem,  deceased. 

Melvin  L.  Robinson  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
farm  that  is  still  his  home.  He  first  attended 
school  in  an  old  frame  building  which  he  after- 
ward bought  and  now  uses  for  a  granary.  He  was 
a  quick,  apt  scholar,  and  was  very  desirous  of 
obtaining  an  education.  He  attended  the  public 
school  in  Vicksburg,  five  miles  from  his  home,  for 
two  terms  of  the  three  that  he  had  an  opportunity, 
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going  to  cut  corn   at  night   and  do   other   work 
that  his  father  might  spare  him.     At  the  age  of 
nineteen,  when  his  father  died,  lie  began  the  strug- 
gle of  life  for  himself,  which  was   made  doubly 
hard  by  the  death  of  his  mother  eleven  months 
later,  as  the  chief  care  of  the  family  then  devolved 
upon  him.     But  he  proved  equal  to  the  occasion, 
he  and  his  two  sisters,  Joanna  and  Ella,  living  on 
the  old  homestead  together  the  ensuing  seven  years, 
and  during  that  time  he  had,  by   downright,  per- 
sistent hard  work,  secured  enough  to  buy  the  inter- 
ests of  the  other  heirs  in  the  place.     He  has  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  one 
hundred  and  five  acres  being  under  cultivation.  He 
is  a  tireless  worker,  and  scarcely  rests  day  or  night 
when  he  desires  to  accomplish  anything.     One  year 
he  sowed  fifty-seven  acres  of  wheat,  and  not  only 
did  he  work  by  day,  but  he  still  continued  his  work 
by  the  light  of  a  lantern.     The  wheat  returned  him 
a  manifold  profit  in  repayment  for  his  toil  at  the 
harvest- time,  as  he  sold  it  at  the  rate  of  $  1.34  a 
bushel,  and  with  the  proceeds  assisted  in  paying  off 
a  debt  of  13,800,  at  ten  per  cent,  interest.     Besides 
being  of  remarkable  energy,    our  subject    when 
he   was   somewhat   younger    was  a  noted  athlete, 
famed  for  his  strength  and  quickness  and  for  his 
fleetness  of  foot.    At  the  Kalamazoo  fair  in  1876, 
he  won  a  race  in  which  he  ran  a  hundred  yards  in 
nine  and  three-fourths  seconds, a  wonderful  record. 
Our  subject  is  rarely  endowed  with  those  pleas- 
ant traits  of  character  and  with  those  sterner  attri- 
butes that  win  popularity  and  command  respect  and 
confidence.     He  has  a  quick,  keen  intellect,  is  far- 
seeing,  accurate  and  prompt  in  business  matters, 
and  is  in  every  way  fitted   for  public  trusts.     He 
was  Township  Clerk  three  years,  from  1882  to  1885, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  from  1885  until  1887,  and  has 
been  School  Director  twelve  years.     He  was  elected 
Supervisor  in  1887,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
County  Board  ever  since,  the  hold  that  he  has  upon 
his  fellow-citizens  being  evinced  by  the  fact  that 
he  was  re-elected  without  any  opposition  whatever 
in  1888,  and  in  1890  he  triumphed  over  a  fusion 
ticket   of  the    Democrats   and   Alliance   men   by 
eighty-four  votes.  In  1892,  he  was  again  re-elected 
by  a  handsome  majority.   In  politics,  he  is  a  decided 
Ifepubhcan.     In  his  social  relations  he  is  a  member 


of  Lodge  No.  212,  L  O.  O.  F.,  at  Vicksburg,  and  he 
and  his  wife  belong  to  Rebecca  Lodge,  No.  13,  in 
that  village. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  married,  December  25,  1883, 
to  Miss  Mary  Martin.  She  is  an  amiable  woman, 
understands  the  art  of  making  a  home  cozy  and 
attractive,  and  has  been  an  aid  and  an  inspiration 
to  her  husband  in  his  work.  In  her  the  Presby- 
terian Church  finds  a  consistent  member.  Mrs.  Rob- 
inson was  born  in  Preston,  Ontario,  Canada,  June 
17,  1857.  To  her  and  our  subject  have  come  two 
children:  Err  M.,born  March  4,  1887,  and  Glen  IL, 
born  March  27,  1885,  and  died  March  2,  1886. 


NOS   T.    LOYELL  is    one   of   Kalamazoo 
County's  most  distinguished  citizens,  who 

, ,/  is  widely  known  throughout  the  State  for 

his  conspicuous  service  in  public  life,  wherein  he 
has  displayed  rare  statesmanship,  and  for  his  posi- 
tion as  one  of  our  foremost  farmers  and  stockmen, 
whose  large  farm  on  section  1,  Climax  Township, 
is  a  model  in  its  appointments,  and  one  of  the  best 
managed  in  all  particulars  in  this  part  of  Michi- 
gan. 

Mr.  Lovell  is  of  New  England  birth,  born  in  the 
town  of  Grafton,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  January 
22,  1821.  His  family  history  will  be  found  in  the 
biography  of  his  brother,  L.  W.  Lovell.  His  edu- 
cation was  partly  obtained  in  a  district  school  near 
his  early  home.  His  first  years  were  passed  on  a  farm 
amid  his  native  hills,  and  he  was  fourteen  when  the 
family  came  to  Michigan,  that  momentous  and  ever- 
memorable  journey  being  made  in  the  month  of 
May,  1835,  in  a  wagon  to  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
thence  by  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  from  there  by 
boat  to  Detroit,  whence  our  subject  trudged  on  foot 
through  the  wilderness  to  the  new  home  here.  He 
subsequently  had  a  good  opportunity  to  extend  his 
education,  and  eagerly  embraced  it,  as  he  was  a 
thoughtful,  ambitious  lad.  He  attended  the  local 
school,  and  in  1838  and  1839,  he  was  a  student  in 
the  Kalamazoo  Institute,  a  branch  of  the  State 
University,  where  he  pursued  a  good  course  in 
mathematics  and  in  the  English  branches.  His  fa- 
ther dying  in  1839,  our  subject  entered  upon   the 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


719 


stern  realities  of  life,  helping  the  other  members  of 
the  family  to  farm  the  old  homestead  until  1851, 
when  he  and  his  brother  George  bought  the  inter- 
est of  the  other  heirs  in  the  estate,  and  divided  it 
between  themselves.  He  has  a  choice  farm  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  three  hundred  and 
thirty-five  acres  l.ying  together  around  his  home,and 
nearly  all  of  it  improved.  In  1852,  he  built  a  large 
brick  residence  in  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  on  his 
farm,  amid  a  beautiful  grove  of  oaks  of  a  native 
growth;  and  he  has  erected  three  roomj^  barns 
and  smaller  outbuildings.  The  place  is  well  kept 
up,  everything  in  perfect  order,  betokening  the 
presence  of  a  master  mind  and  hand,  and  all  the 
operations  of  mixed  husbandry  are  conducted  after 
the  most  approved  methods  of  modern  times.  Mr. 
Lovell  has  his  farm  fully  stocked  with  fine  stock, 
including  high-grade  Short-horn  cattle  and  full- 
blooded  Merino  sheep. 

Mr.  Lovell  was  married,  June  9,  1851,  to  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Spencer,  and  theirs  has  been  a  true  mar- 
riage, wherein  each  has  contributed  to  the  other's 
well-being.  Mrs.  Lovell  was  born  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  26,  1826.  She  is  a  woman 
of  rare  worth,  and  has  long  been  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Three  sons  have  been 
born  to  her  and  our  subject:  Willard  G.,  Preston  S. 
and  llawson  T.  The  eldest  and  youngest  are  resi- 
dents of  Climax,  and  the  other  son  is  engaged  in 
tlie  business  of  raising  rice  in  Louisiana.  He  was 
formerly  traveling  agent  for  the  Advance  Thresh- 
ing Machine  Co.,  of  Battle  Creek. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  strong  characteristics 
and  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  business 
tact,  possessing  a  thoughtful,  cultured,  well-trained 
mind,  and  those  personal  traits  that  win  at  once 
the  full  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact,  and  he  is  gifted  with  an  apti- 
tude for  affairs  that  has  made  him  an  invaluable 
public  servitor.  His  fellow-citizens  have  delighted 
to  do  him  honor  by  placing  him  in  high  civic 
offices.  Thus  for  sixteen  years  he  represented  his 
township  as  a  member  of  the  Kalamazoo  County 
Board  of  Supervisors.  In  fact,  this  office  may  be 
said  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  family  most 
of  the  time  since  the  township  was  organized,  his 
father  being  the  first  one  to  represent  the  town- 


ship, and  the  brother  of  our  subject  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  eighteen  years.  In  1867,  and  again 
in  1869,  Mr.  Lovell  was  chosen  to  a  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature  from  this  district,  and  he  took  an 
important  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  honor- 
able body,  introducing  some  bills  and  using  his 
influence  to  forward  all  measures  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  interests  of  the  State.  In  1881,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  during  the  session 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  legislation  as  a  mem- 
ber of  various  committees.  He  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia, 
and  belonged  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  to  several  minor  committees.  Mr. 
Lovell  was  County  Treasurer  from  1876  to  1880, 
and  lived  in  Kalamazoo  during  his  incumbency  of 
that  office,  removing  thither  in  1875.  In  politics, 
he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican.  He  is  gen- 
erous and  public-spirited,  contributing  largely  of 
his  means  to  foster  public  enterprises,  and  giving 
liberall}^  towards  the  support  of  churches,  and  all 
things  that  will  in  any  way  elevate  the  commu- 
nity. He  encouraged  the  construction  of  the  Pen- 
insular Railway,  now  the  Grand  Trunk,  by  pur- 
cliasing  stock,  which  he  afterward  sold. 

'ill  AMES  GAY  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on 
section  5,  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  is  a  native  of  Somersetshire, 
England,  his  birth  occurring  March  8,  1838, 
and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Hester  (Currell)  Gay, 
also  natives  of  England.  When  nine  years  of  age, 
our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  the  United  States,  taking  passage  at 
Liverpool,  and  were  some  four  weeks  en  route. 
Landing  in  New  York  City,  the  family  made  their 
home  in  the  Empire  State  for  a  time,  and  in  the 
'50s  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  this  State,  locat- 
ing at  Gull  Prairie.  There  the  father  and  mother 
died,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children. 

The  brothers  of  Mr.  Gay  were  William  and  Fran- 
cis. Our  subject  was  reared  to  man 's  estate  in  Rich- 
land Township  and  saw  much  of  pioneer  life  in  this 
localit3^  He  made  the  best  of  his  limited  advantages 
for  an  education  and  is  to-day  a  well-read  and  edu- 
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cated  gentleman.  James  Gay  was  married,  Novem- 
ber 29.  1860,  to  Julia  A.  Baxter,  who  was  born  in 
Ottawa  County,  this  State,  November  9, 1844.  Mrs. 
Gay  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Ann  (McFar- 
land)  Baxter,  natives  of  New  York  State.  They 
emigrated  to  Ottawa  County,  this  State,  in  an  early 
day,  when  the  inhabitants  consisted  chiefly  of  Ind- 
ians. Her  father  died  in  the  above-named  county 
in  1839,  but  her  mother  passed  her  last  days  in 
Allegan  County.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baxter,  four  are  living:  John,  George, 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Gay. 

Mr.  Gay,  of  this  sketch,  owns  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four  acres  of  tillable  land  and  ranks  among 
the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  this  county.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  body  he 
officiates  as  Class-Leader.  He  is  also  Steward  in 
that  denomination.  Mr.  Gay  is  a  very  progressive 
citizen  and  favors  every  movement  which  tends  to 
elevate  and  benefit  his  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gay  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  living: 
Franklin  A.,  Emma  C,  James  H.,  George  L.  and 
William  D.  The  eldest  son  died  March  20,  1889, 
leaving  a  wife  but  no  children. 


JOHANNES  N.  LEFEVRE.  It  gives  us 
pleasure  to  place  on  these  pages  the  life 
record  of  this  venerable  pioneer,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  who  has 
made  a  name  and  a  place  for  himself  in  its  history 
as  one  of  its  most  capable  farmers,  who  has  ac- 
quired wealth  while  assisting  in  the  development 
of  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  region,  and  is 
still  active  in  its  interests,  supervising  the  manage- 
ment of  his  valuable  and  well-improved  farm  on 
section   10,  Climax  Township. 

Mr.  Le  Fevre  is  a  native  of  New  Paltz,  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.,  his  birth  occurring  there  July  25, 
1811.  His  father,  whose  given  name  was  Nathaniel 
J.,  was  born  in  the  same  place,  as  were  also  his 
grandfather,  Johannes,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
Andres  Le  Fevre.  Le  Fevre  is  a  French  name,  and 
the  family  originated  in  France,  whence,  being  of 


Huguenot  blood,  they  were  driven  to  Holland  by 
the  Edict  of  Nantes.  From  the  latter  country  there 
came  one  of  the  name  to  America  six  generations 
ago,  and  settled  near  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  early  in  its 
Colonial  history.  The  Le  Fevres  have  been  mostlj^ 
farmers,  although  some  of  them  have  been  doctors 
and  lawyers,  and  a  few  of  them  merchants.  Grand- 
father Le  Fevre  was  a  teamster  in  the  employ  of 
the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolution,  haul- 
ing ammunition,  provisions,  etc.,  for  the  soldiers. 
He  was  of  a  long-lived  race,  his  father  living  to  be 
ninety  years  old,  and  he  was  eighty-five  when  he 
closed  his  eyes  in  death.  The  religion  of  the  fam- 
ily has  been  that  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in  Ulster 
County,  and,  like  his  father  before  him,  he  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  farm  which  was  his  birthplace, 
said  farm  comprising  four  hundred  acres  of  rich 
farming  land.  He  departed  this  life  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Magdeline  Hornbeek,  was  also  a  native  of  Ulster 
County.  She  was  seventy-five  years  old  when  she 
died.  To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren who  grew  to  maturity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  a  stalwart 
manhood  on  the  old  farm  that  had  so  long  been  in 
the  family,  and,  as  soon  as  old  enough,  assisted  in 
tilling  the  soil  when  not  attending  the  district 
school  where  he  obtained  his  education.  He  mar- 
ried in  his  native  State,  and  after  the  birth  of  one 
child  came  to  Michigan  to  upbuild  a  new  home  in 
its  forest  wilds,  the  jovu^ney  thither  being  made  by 
water  to  Detroit,  and  thence  by  wagon  to  this 
township,  all  their  effects  being  conveyed  in  that 
wagon.  Mr.  LeFevre's  father-in-law  accompanied 
them  there.  Mr.  Le  Fevre  bought  the  land  on  which 
he  settled  and  has  ever  since  lived.  The  country  was 
very  new,  the  new  pioneer  settlers  that  had  preceded 
them  having  made  but  little  headway  against  the 
forces  of  nature,  and  the  forests  were  filled  with 
wild  game,  while  the  Indians  still  dwelt  here. 
Kalamazoo  and  Battle  Creek,  then  mere  hamlets, 
were  the  nearest  trading  posts. 

Mr.  Le  Fevre  devoted  himself  to  his  work  of 
developing  his  farm,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
well  rewarded.  He  has  two  hundred  acres  of  fer- 
tile farming  land,  with  improvements  of  the  best 
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description,  including  a  well-built,  roomy,  modern 
frame  house,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  original 
structure  of  logs  in  which  the  family  first  lived, 
and  there  are  good-sized  frame  barns  on  the  place, 
everything  about  being  neat  and  orderly.  Our 
subject  does  a  general  farming  business,  and  has 
made  it  a  practice  to  raise  none  but  good  stock  of 
standard  breeds.  Although  he  has  passed  the 
milestone  that  marks  a  long  life  of  eighty  years,  he 
still  retains  much  of  his  old-time  vigor  and  is  a 
fine  specimen  of  a  green  and  hale  old  age,  with  his 
fine  physique  and  his  towering  height  of  six  feet 
and  three  inches.  He  has  always  borne  a  high  rep- 
utation as  a  man  of  a  candid, fair  mind  and  sound 
principles,  who  has  led  a  moral,  blameless  life,  is 
kind  in  his  domestic  relations,  and  neighborly, 
hospitable  and  accommodating  with  his  associates, 
and  the  many  friends  that  he  has  gathered  about 
him  in  a  residence  of  more  than  half  a  century  in 
this  county,  whose  growth  he  has  witnessed  and 
promoted  as  a  wise  farmer  and  a  loyal  citizen. 
In  his  religious  views,  he  has  a  leaning  towards  the 
faith  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  His  polit- 
ical aMiliations  are  with  the  Republicans.  He  has 
held  some  of  the  township  offices,  and  has  never 
let  an  opportunity  pass  to  materially  help  along  all 
feasible  plans  for  public  improvement. 

December  5, 1835,  more  than  fifty-six  years  ago, 
Mr.  LeFevre  and  Miss  Rachel  Schoonmaker  united 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  a  true  marriage,  and  the 
tie  that  bound  them  was  not  broken  until  the 
death  of  the  beloved  wife  in  1873.  Mrs.  Le  Fevre 
was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  May  28,  1813. 
Her  union  with  our  subject  was  blessed  to  them 
by  the  birth  of  three  daughters,  whom  they  named 
respectively,  Sarah,  Magdaline  and  Ella. 


LBERN  KEYSER.  Among  the  prosperous 
and  respected  citizens  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  we  take  pleasure  in  writing  the 
life  history  of  this  gentleman,  who  is 
making  his  home  on  section  10,  Oshtemo  Town- 
ship. Conrad  Kej^ser  is  the  name  of  the  father, 
and  he  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  born  about  1795.     His  father  came  from  Ger- 


many and  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  died  when  Conrad  was  seven  years  of  age,  and 
the  lad  was  then  bound  out.  After  serving  his 
employer  one  year,  the  neighbors  took  him  away 
on  account  of  ill  treatment.  He  then  worked  out 
until  1812,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  war  of  that 
year,  going  as  a  substitute,  and  after  serving  his 
time  he  re-enlisted.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  British  at  Charlotte,  on  Lake  Ontario,  but  was 
soon  exchanged.  From  the  army  he  went  into 
Canada  and  worked  in  the  woods.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Partlow,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Partlow,  a  Connecticut  minister.  The  wife  died 
when  eighty-four  years  old,  in  1884.  She  had  a 
wonderful  memory  and  could  read  well  at  eighty 
years  of  age.  Mr  Keyser  did  not  remain  in  Can- 
ada long,  but  moved  back  to  New  York  State  and, 
settling  in  the  western  part,  located  on  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  timbered  land  and  liv.ed 
in  that  place  until  1829,  when  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Cambria,  Niagara  County.  He  lived  there 
a  number  of  years,  but  previous  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1875,  when  he  was  eighty  years 
old,  he  sold  out  and  moved  fifteen  miles  north  of 
Detroit,  Mich. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  October  29, 
1819,  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  four  sisters  and  six  brothers.  When  twenty- 
one  years  old,  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  started 
out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  September  20,  1840, 
in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Keyser  was  married 
to  Hannah  M.  Lusk,  a  sister  of  John  J.  Lusk,  of  whom 
a  sketch  is  written  elsewhere  in  this  book.  He 
farmed  in  New  York  at  first,  but,  in  the  year  1855, 
came  to  Michigan  and,  arriving  here  June  6, 
located  in  Texas  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
on  section  5.  Finally  he  moved  to  his  present 
location  in  Oshtemo  Township  on  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  10;  he  also  owns 
twenty  acres  on  section  14,  in  Almena  Township, 
Van  Buren  County. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living: 
Edward  James,  aged  thirty-three  years,  is  married 
to  Rosa  E.  Engel,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Amelia 
Engel,  farmers  of  this  township.  George  W.  was 
the  name  of  the  oldest  son,  who  lost  his  life  while 
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engaged  in  his  country's  service.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry  in  1862  and  partici- 
pated in  a  large  number  of  battles,  the  most  noted 
being  Knoxville.  He  had  a  horse  shot  from  under 
him  at  Pulaski  and  was  consequently  taken  prisoner, 
but  while  on  parole  the  war  closed.  He  then  went 
to  work  in  the  mills  and  lost  his  life  by  straining 
himself  in  lifting,  causing  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs. 
Arabelle  and  Isabelle  (twins)  came  next,  and 
Charles.  The  second-named  died  in  infancy;  Ara- 
belle was  married,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  leaving  three  children,  who  were  reared  by 
their  grandparents  and  were  Ida  May,  who  married 
Mr.  Parmalee  and  resides  in  Alamo;  Maud  and 
Claude  (twins),  aged  fifteen  years,  and  now  living 
with  their  grandparents.  Charles  died  when  three 
years  of  age. 


,  ASTON  TALLMAN,  a  prominent  farmer 
l^  and  stock-raiser  of  Alamo  Township,  Kala- 
i^^  mazoo  County,  is  a  native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  June  10,  1827. 
His  father  was  James  Tallman,  of  whom  mention 
will  be  made  in  the  sketch  of  Henry  Tallman.  Our 
subject  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  six  children,  and 
was  ten  j^ears  old  when  his  parents  brought  him  to 
Michigan.  They  stopped  in  Washtenaw  County 
two  years,  and  then  came  to  this  county  by  team 
and  wagon,  and  settled  in  Alamo  Township.  Our 
subject  well  remembers  w^hen  wild  game  was  plen- 
tiful, and  he  was  very  fond  of  hunting.  Indians 
were  also  very  numerous,  and  he  used  to  visit  them 
frequently.  There  were  no  schools  here  then,  and 
the  fii'st  one  he  attended  was  at  Alamo  Center, 
where  his  opportunity  for  going  was  only  during 
the  winter  months.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent 
in  assisting  his  father  with  his  farm  labors. 

Our  subject  began  life  on  his  own  account  when 
he  was  twenty-one.  He  purchased  land  on  section 
16,  this  township,  and  about  two  years  later  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  on  section  17,  erected  a 
one-story  house  and  commenced  at  once  to  clear 
his  place.  He  was  married,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Helen 
S.  Tarbell,  a  native  of  New  York.     She  came  to 


Michigan  with  her  parents,  John  O.  and  Louisa 
Tarbell,  in  an  early  day  in  1841,  and  settled  in  this 
township  and  county,  where  both  parents  died. 
Mrs.  Tallman  died  in  April,  1884.  She  bore  her 
husband  five  children:  John,  Nellie  (deceased), 
Maiy,  Fannie  and  Esther. 

Mr.  Tallman  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  choice  land, 
and  has  erected  a  fine  large  house  and  good  sub- 
stantial outbuildings.  He  raises  all  kinds  of  stock 
and  buys  and  ships  to  Chicago  and  Boston.  He  is 
truly  a  self-made  man,  having  had  nothing  when 
he  started,  but  a  determined  will  and  a  strong  hand. 
He  is  a  sagacious  business  man,  and  is  reliable  at 
all  times,  and  has  made  a  thorough  success  of  his 
farming  pursuits. 


-^ 


-4- 


OHN  A.  KENDALL.  The  farm  located  on 
section  17,  Kalamazoo  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County,  is  owned  by  the  gentleman 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influ- 
ential farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  county,  but 
is  now  retired  from  all  manual  labor.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Windsor,  Vt.,  born  March  5,  1821,  to 
Ebenezer  and  Sarah  Kendall,  of  Windsor,  Vt.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  died  in  his  native  State, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  four-score  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as 
was  also  his  good  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1844. 
Three  of  their  eight  children  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  days  on  his  father's 
farm  and  in  the  district  school.  He  was  married, 
in  1843,  to  Eliza  M.  Taylor,  of  Windsor,  Vt.  In 
the  spring  of  1843,  lie  started  for  Michigan,  com- 
ing via  the  lakes  to  Detroit,  and  thence  by  rail  to 
Jackson  and  from  there  by  stage  to  Kalamazoo. 
He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  17,  in 
this  township,  on  what  is  known  as  Grand  Prairie. 
It  was  only  partly  cleared  and  improved.  He 
built  a  small  house  and  settled  down  to  hard  work. 
He  has  resided  on  this  place  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Linsley  C.  is  married  and  lives  on  the  old 
homestead;  Emma,  Walter  and  Ella,  deceased,  and 
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Hattie.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Kendall  were  Simeon 
and  Abigail  (Robinson)  Taylor,  both  of  Vermont. 
They  came  to  Michigan  in  an  early  day,  where  the 
father  died  in  1855;  the  mother  survived  thirteen 
years  longer.  Three  of  their  eight  children  are 
living. 

Our  subject  was  reared  a  Whig,  but  on  the  birth 
of  the  Republican  part}'^  he  cast  his  vote  with  it. 
He  has  held  some  local  offices.  He  united  with 
the  Masons  when  quite  a  young  man.  He  is  now 
the  fortunate  possessor  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  fine  land  and  is  engag^ed  in  raising  all 
kinds  of  stock  of  the  best  grades. 


•^ 


-^lEi- 


eOL.  STEPHEN  H.  WATTLES,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Kalamazoo,  was 
born  in  Silver  Creek,  Chautauqua  Count}^, 
N.  Y.,  July  29,  1824.  His  father  was  Nathaniel 
Wattles,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  who  died  of 
cholera,  m  Buffalo,  in  1834.  He  married  Prudence 
Howard,  whose  father,  John  E.  Howard,  settled  on 
Dry  Prairie,  in  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  Mich.,  in  1832.  Three  years  later,  Mrs. 
Wattles  and  her  three  sons  came  here;  Stephen  H. 
and  Oeorge  joined  their  mother  in  this  county. 
She  entered  over  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Portage  and  Texas  Townships,  from  which  she  de- 
veloped a  farm,  making  it  her  home  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  about  a  year  ago,  when  past  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  The  boys  cleared  and  de- 
veloped the  land,  and  two  brothers  are  still  living 
in  the  county. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  mother  until  he 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  married 
Miss  Juliett  E.  Cobb,  also  a  native  of  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  her  father  coming  to  Michigan 
about  1848.  In  1855,  Col.  Wattles  and  his  wife 
started  for  Kansas,  which  was  then  just  beginning 
to  see  troublous  times,  but  as  the  boat  landed  at 
Leavenworth,  crowds  of  armed  men  gathered 
around  and  threw  a  printing-press  over  into  the 
muddy  waters  of  the  Missouri.  Mrs.  Wattles  ob- 
jected to  living  among  such  a  class  of  people,  and 
they  concluded  to  proceed  up  the  river.  By  in- 
quiries, they  found  that  the  capital  of  Nebraska 
33  K 


had  been  located  in  Belle vue,  a  few  miles  below 
Omaha,  and  there  they  located,  Mr.  Wattles  mak- 
ing investments  in  real  estate.  He  purchased  a 
half-section  of  land,  now  covered  by  a  portion  of 
the  progressive  suburb  of  South  Omaha.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  and  secured  contracts 
for  carrying  the  United  States  mails  to  various  in- 
ternal points,  and  was  also  interested  in  mercan- 
tile affairs. 

At  this  juncture,  Nebraska  was  in  need  of  able 
men,  and  the  Colonel  was  such  as  the  times  de- 
manded. He  soon  became  identified  with  its  pub- 
lic interests  and  his  name  ere  long  was  familiar 
throughout  the  nation  as  one  possessing  great 
shrewdness  as  a  manager  and  a  politician.  The 
principles  of  the  new  Republican  party  found  in 
him  a  stanch  advocate  and  he  assisted  in  its  organ- 
ization in  Nebraska,  and  as  its  Territory  Secretary 
issued  the  call  for  the  first  Republican  Convention, 
which  was  held  in  a  schoolhouse  in  Believue. 
There  he  helped  to  nominate  Samuel  G.  Daly  for 
Congress.  He  was  seated  after  a  hotly  contested 
election.  At  the  next  election,  J.  Sterling  Morton, 
the  Demociatic  candidate,  was  given  a  certificate  of 
election,  but  Mr.  Wattles,  knowing  of  election 
frauds,  undertook  the  task  of  returning  Daly  to 
Congress.  He  placed  the  matter  in  its  strongest 
light  before  Gov.  Black,  who  was  a  Democrat  but 
disliked  his  party's  candidate,  and  issued  a  second 
and  later  certificate  of  election  to  Daly,  who,  with 
the  Colonel,  proceeded  to  W^ashington  and  at  the 
opening  of  Congress,  when  the  member  from 
Nebraska  was  called  for,  Daly  arose,  presented  his 
certificate  and  was  sworn  in  before  his  astonished 
opponent  had  rallied  his  wits  enough  to  object. 
This  clever  outgeneraling  of  the  Democrats  drew 
the  attention  of  politicians  to  the  man  who  carried 
the  ruse  through  so  successfully,  and  in  1858, 
when  Abraham  Lincoln,  accompanied  by  the  ven- 
erable Mr.  Cook,  of  Chicago,  was  making  a  Western 
tour,  he  sought  out  Mr.  Wattles,  who  piloted  them 
during  a  several  days'  journey  through  Eastern 
Nebraska,  which  resulted  in  Lincoln  making  in- 
vestments in  land  which  is  now  the  site  of  the 
Union  Depot  in  Council  Bluffs. 

After  Lincoln's  election  to  the  Presidency, 
needing  able  men  to  organize  his  forces,  he  issued 
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a  commission  to  our  subject  as  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel. Mr.  Wattles  was  at  that  time  serving  as 
Sheriff  of  Sarpy  County,  but  accepted  and,  in  con- 
nection with  Col.  R.  W.  Furness,  proceeded  to  Cof- 
fey County, Kan.,  where  large  numbers  of  refugees 
from  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory 
were  found,  and  in  eleven  days  after  opening  the 
list  he  had  enrolled  a  full  regiment  and  two  or 
three  extra  companies.  His  soldiers  were  a  mix- 
ture of  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians,  planters  from 
Arkansas,  loyal  Missourians  and  negroes.  This 
wa3  the  first  attempt  to  enlist  Indians  as  Federal 
soldiers,  and  the  regiment  was  called  the  First  Ind- 
ian Home  Guard.  Gen.  Blunt  was  in  command 
of  the  division  and  Col.  Furness  was  ordered  to 
report  to  him  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.,  but  the  Colonel 
was  sick  and  Col.  Wattles  was  ordered  to  proceed 
against  the  Confederates  stationed  at  Locust  Grove, 
within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  where 
Cols.  Stanwaite  and  Clarkson  were  in  command 
of  a  large  force  of  Indian  soldiers  who  had  espoused 
the  Confederate  cause.  They  were  stationed  in 
Locust  Grove,  on  a  commanding  eminence  with 
almost  precipitous  sides. 

Col.  Wattles  led  his  raw  brigade  troops  forward, 
and  up  the  hill  they  rushed,  following  close  after 
their  valiant  leader,  who  was  fearful  lest  the  first 
volley  of  the  enemy  should  cause  a  precipitate  re- 
treat of  his  recruits.  His  enthusiasm  can  only  be 
imagined  when  he  saw  a  white  flag  displayed  and 
realized  that  the  battle  was  over.  They  captured 
nearly  all  of  the  enemy,  and  the  bravery  of  his 
men  was  attested  as  well  as  their  attachment  to  their 
leader.  With  a  command  made  up  of  many  classes 
and  conditions  of  men,  who  were  undrilled  and  un- 
tried, the  Colonel  won  his  first  battle  with  slight 
loss.  His  superior  oflScer  having  resigned,  he  was 
at  once  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  and  soon  after- 
ward captured  Ft.  Gibson,  where  he  was  then 
stationed,  it  being  his  headquarters.  He  acted 
with  Gen.  Blunt  and  his  successor,  Gen.  Thayer, 
throughout  the  war  and  took  part  in  nearly  all 
the  actions  of  moment  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
He  succeeded  in  capturing  Ft.  Smith  but  was  re- 
lieved of  his  command  by  Gen.  Thayer  and  with- 
drew to  Ft.  Gibson.  His  troops  played  a  leading 
part  at  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  December 


7,  1862,  in  assisting  Gen.  Huron.  After  a  hard 
march  of  fifteen  miles,  his  batteries  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy  in  a  ravine,  and  the  latter  soon  fell 
back  to  a  more  protected  position.  This,  however, 
was  the  opening  break  that  finally  resulted  in  the 
complete  rout  of  the  Confederates.  Gen.  Blunt 
made  special  mention  of  Col.  Wattles  and  his  com- 
mand in  his  oflficial  reports  of  the  service  rendered 
in  this  battle. 

Our  subject  recruited  large  numbers  of  men 
among  the  Indians  and  refugees  and  much  of  his 
attention  was  given  to  the  guerrilla  warfare  of  the 
border  as  carried  on  by  Quan trill,  a,nd  it  frequently 
became  necessary  to  use  drastic  measures  to  keep 
open  communication  with  his  base  of  supplies  at  Ft. 
Scott.  On  one  occasion,  the  supply  train  being 
constantly  harassed  along  the  line,  he  sent  out 
detachments  to  destroy  the  country  and  for  miles 
on  each  side  of  the  trail  the  heavens  were  lighted 
up  by  the  fires  of  burning  farm  houses,  and  the 
ruins  to  this  day  may  be  seen.  These  measures 
were  necessitated  by  the  times  and  afforded  no 
pleasure  to  the  officers  who  issued  the  orders. 
Surely  no  more  tender-hearted  man  could  be  found 
than  our  subject  and  many  a  poor  wretch  owed 
his  life  to  his  intervention. 

After  Lee's  surrender.  Col.  Wattles  disbanded 
his  forces  at  Ft.  Gibson  in  June,  1865,  and  re- 
turned to  Kalamazoo,  whither  his  family  had  come 
in  1862.  He  soon  afterward  sold  his  Nebraska 
lands  and  purchased  Kalamazoo  property  and  his 
attention  has  been  given  to  his  commercial  and 
other  business  interests  in  this  city.  He  has  dealt 
largely  in  real  estate,  erected  several  business  blocks, 
laid  out  an  addition  to  the  city,  and  in  other  waj^s 
aided  in  the  advancement  of  Kalamazoo.  His 
military  training  and  official  bravery  make  him  a 
conspicuous  figure  and  naturally  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  a  police  force,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  a  year  after  its  organization.  Many  a 
warm  friend  he  made  among  the  Indians,  who 
have  repeatedly  solicited  him  to  return  to  them  as 
a  citizen  and  have  even  offered  to  make  him  chief 
of  their  nation.  But  though  he  has  several  times 
visited  them  and  has  secured  property  interests 
among  them,  he  has  never  permanently  identified 
himself  with  those  people. 
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Col.  Wattles  purchased  his  own  headquarters  at 
Ft.  Smith,  Ark.,  where  his  daughter  now  resides. 
His  life  has  been  a  varied  and  interesting  one  and 
he  has  had  various  hair-breadth  escapes.  At  one 
time  he  was  captured  by  the  famous  Gen.  Cooper 
and  would  doubtless  have  been  executed  but  for 
the  interposition  of  Capt.  Moore  in  the  rebel  camp, 
a  man  with  whom  he  had  served  in  the  Nebraska 
Legislature.  Thus  he  was  given  an  opportunity 
to  escape  and  was  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
He  slept  m  ill-fated  Lawrence  only  the  night  be- 
fore the  terrible  massacre  at  that  place.  He  was 
an  intimate  friend  of  Gen.  Schofigld,  who  fully 
realized  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  guerrilla 
warfare. 

The  family  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Wattles  numbered 
the  following  children:  Ella,  who  became  the  wife 
of  H.  D.  Kelsey,  a  Chicago  attorney  and  died  eight 
years  ago;  Mrs.  Lula  Spinks,  of  Ft.  Smith,  Ark., 
and  I.  N.,  an  attorney  of  Kalamazoo. 

The  Colonel  is  a  great  admirer  of  fine  stock  and 
raises  Hambletonian  horses,  also  has  a  fine  herd  of 
Jersey  cattle.  His  home  is  an  attractive  residence, 
known  as  "Idle wild,''  on  Asylum  Avenue,  Kalama- 
zoo, where  he  keeps  open  house  all  the  year 
around.  Of  strong  social  tastes,  he  is  hospitable 
and  pleasant  in  manner,  entertaining,  and  his 
many  friends  delight  to  gather  at  his  home.  His 
life  has  been  well  and  worthily  spent  in  the  inter- 
est of  his  friends,  his  family  and  his  country,  and 
all  esteem  and  honor  him  for  what  he  has  done. 
His  many  friends  will  be  pleased  to  see  his  pleasant 
countenance  when  they  open  the  pages  of  this 
volume. 


JAMES  M.  WHITE,  who  was  born  May  22, 
1815,  in  Massachusetts,  is  a  resident  farmer 
on  section  33,  Kalamazoo  Townsliip,  Kala- 
mazoo County.  His  father  was  Jonathan 
White,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  grand- 
father also  bore  the  name  of  Jonathan  White,  while 
the  great-grandfather  was  William,  a  descendant 
of  Perrigren  White,  the  first  white  male  child  born 
in  America.  The  parents  of  Perrigren  came  over 
in  the  "Mayflower,''  and  were  natives  of  England. 


The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Quaker,  as 
were  his  immediate  ancestors  and  descendants. 

The  father  of  our  subject  went  to  New  York 
State  in  1816  with  his  wife,  Mary  Wait,  whom  he 
had  married  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  them  were 
born  twelve  children,  three  sons  and  nine  daugh- 
ters. He  had  three  brothers,  who  each  reared 
twelve  children.  The  father  located  a  farm  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  where  he  lived  and  died  in  1846.  The  mother 
died  in  1828. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  brought  up  on 
the  farm  in  New  York,  and,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  operated  it  and  resided  there  altogether 
forty-nine  years.  He  was  married  to  Fannie  M. 
Pickard  on  the  22d  of  March,  1837.  Mrs.  White 
was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in  December, 
1813.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Abram  Pickard,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  place  as  herself,  where  he  resided 
until  about  six  years  previous  to  his  death,  when 
he  came  to  live  with  his  daughter.  He  died  in 
1851,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  quite  a 
prominent  man.  He  was  a  Baptist,  and  a  Deacon 
i'l  the  church.  His  mother  and  himself  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians,  and  taken  to  the  Indian 
camp.  There  they  were  recognized  by  Col.  Brandt, 
who  rescued  them  and  sent  them  home.  This  was 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  six  children  have  been 
born:  George  C.  died  in  1864;  Albert  R.,  who  is  at 
home;  Henry  L.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Ida 
is  now  the  wife  of  Delevan  Arnold;  Eflfie,  who  died 
in  1882;  and  Jay  M.,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Kalama- 
zoo Township.  It  was  in  1863  that  our  subject 
came  to  Michigan  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  of  which  he  still  owns.  He  has  cleared  the  most 
of  his  land,  and  now  has  a  fine  farm. 

In  politics,  Mr.  White  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  and 
also  to  the  Roj^al  Arch  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows 
of  Kalamazoo.  The  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
George  C,  was  a  prosperous  lawyer  in  Kalama- 
zoo for  about  four  years,  and  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one  and  was  edu- 
cated in  Aurora  Academy,  on  Cayuga  Lake,  N.  Y. 
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Mr.  White  has  in  his  possession  an  ivory-headed 
cane  made  of  a  whale  tooth,  with  silver  mountings. 
The  stick  is  of  bamboo  from  East  India,  and  was 
made  by  George  Cadman,  the  father  of  the  great- 
great-grandmother  of  our  subject,  and  has  his  name 
and  the  date  of  September  3,  1698,  put  on  it  by 
himself. 


•^^E 
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W  AFAYETTE  W.  LOVELL,  M.  D.,  a  re- 
I  (©  tired  phj^bician,  living  at  Climax,  is  a  rep- 
ilL^  resentative  of  a  prominent  pioneer  family, 
and  is  one  of  the  influential  and  honored  citizens 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  with  whose  highest  inter- 
ests his  name  has  been  closely  associated  for  more 
than  forty  years,  not  onl}^  as  a  physician  of  great 
repute,  but  as  a  business  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability  who  has  done  invaluable  service  both 
as  a  public  officer  and  in  his  private  capacity. 

Dr.  Lovell  was  born  amid  the  beautiful  scenery 
of  Windham  County,  Vt.,  in  the  town  of  Grafton, 
May  27,  1823.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides  were 
people  of  distinguished  characteristics  and  great 
natural  ability,  so  that  he  came  into  a  goodly  inher- 
itance, both  mentally  and  physically.  His  father, 
Willard  Lovell,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rocking- 
ham, in  the  same  Vermont  county  as  himself, 
March  7,  1782,  being  the  date  of  his  birth.  He  in 
turn  was  a  son  of  Enos  Lovell,  who  was  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  and  was  of  English  descent.  He 
went  to  Windham  County,  Vt.,  when  a  young 
man,  and  became  one  of  its  most  prosperous  farm- 
ers, owning  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  that  part  of 
Vermont.  He  was  widely  known  as  ^'Squire  Lov- 
ell,'' and  was  greatly  honored.  In  politics,  he  was 
a  Whig.  In  his  old  age  he  joined  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  rounded  out  a  long  life  of 
ninety-five  years.  He  came  of  a  long-lived  race, 
and  two  of  his  brothers  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
years  old.  His  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy. 
They  reared  six  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  father  of  our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  on 
the  Vermont  farm  where  he  was  born.  In  1833, 
he  visited  Michigan,  then  a  Territory,  in  order  to 
take  up  some  Government  land.  He  selected  a 
suitable  site  in  Kalamazoo  County,  in  what  is  now 


Climax  Township,  and  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Vermont  on  horseback.  In  the  month 
of  May,  1835,  two  of  his  sons,  George  and  Enos, 
came  hither,  traveling  over  the  mountains  in  a 
sleigh,  then  proceeding  on  their  journey  by  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  whence  they  embarked  on  a 
boat  to  Detroit,  and  from  the  latter  city  they 
made  their  way  through  the  wilderness  on  foot  to 
this  point.  In  July  of  the  same  year,  they  were 
joined  by  the  remainder  of  the  family.  The  fa- 
ther bought  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
and  here  he  and  his  wife  and  children  began 
their  new  life  in  the  primitive  style  necessitated 
by  their  surroundings,  their  home  consisting  of  a 
rude  log  house,  18x22  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a 
log  gable  and  a  stake  roof  held  on  by  logs,  while 
the  floor  was  made  of  puncheon  and  the  door  of 
plain  boards,  with  a  wooden  latch  and  hinges,  not 
a  nail  being  used  in  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing, which  was  heated  by  an  open  fire-place  that 
had  a  mud  hearth  and  a  mud  and  stick  chimney. 
A  ladder  in  one  corner  of  the  lower  room  led  to 
the  low  loft  above,  where  were  beds  on  the  floor, 
as  the  roof  tree  prevented  their  being  placed 
higher.  The  roof  was  by  no  means  air-tight,  and 
in  the  winter  time  the  snow  would  drift  in  and 
lie  thickly  on  the  beds.  In  the  early  settlement 
of  the  country,  the  family  suffered  a  great  deal 
from  ague. 

In  1839,  they  met  with  a  sad  loss  in  the  death 
of  the  father,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He 
was  a  strong,  robust  man,  who  had  never  been  sick  a 
day  in  his  life  until  that  fatal  illness  deprived  his 
wife  of  a  kind  and  considerate  husband,  his  chil- 
dren of  a  wise  father,  his  neighbors  of  a  true  friend, 
and  the  county  at  large  of  one  of  its  most  promi- 
nent and  highly  esteemed  pioneers,  his  death  be- 
ing a  great  blow  to  its  interest,  of  which  he  was 
an  active  promoter.  He  was  greatly  interested  in 
politics,  and  sided  with  the  Whig  party.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Zerviah  Taft  in  her  maiden 
days,  was  born  at  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  in  1780.  She 
came  of  a  distinguished  family,  and  was  an  aunt  to 
the  late  Judge  Alfonzo  Taf  t,  of  Cincinnati,  who  was 
Attorney-General  during  Grant's  administration. 
The  mother  was  an  expert  in  the  art  of  weaving 
and  spinning,  making  all  the    bedding  and    cloth- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


729 


ing  used  by  her  family,  and  after  she  was  seventy 
years  old  she  spun  and  wove  each  of  her  children  a 
quilt.  She  was  a  true  Christian,  and  a  Baptist  in 
her  religious  belief.  She  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Aaron 
Taft,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  farmer. 
He  was  also  a  learned  man,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College.  He  married  Rhoda  Rawson,  a  descend- 
ant of  Edward  Rawson,  who  came  from  England 
to  America  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  was  Secretary  of  the  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, Mass.  He  was  a  man  of  great  talent.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  is  spoken  of  in  the 
genealogy  of  the  Rawson  family  as  a  woman  of 
large  ability.  She  and  her  husband  lived  to  old 
age — he  dying  in  1808,  and  she  in  June,  1827. 
They  reared  eleven  children. 

Our  subject  was  in  his  thirteenth  year  when  the 
family  came  to  Michigan.  He  had  previously  at- 
tended school  in  Vermont,  and  there  too  he  had 
gaimed  his  first  experience  in  farm  work.  He  went 
to  school  some  after  coming  here,  and  during  the 
winters  of  1837-38  and  1840-41  he  went  to  school 
in  Kalamazoo.  He  taught  two  winters  in  this  county 
when  the  schools  were  conducted  under  the  rate- 
bill  system.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  began 
life  on  his  own  account.  He  was  ambitious  to  en- 
ter the  medical  profession,  and,  selling  his  interest 
in  his  father's  estate,  he  entered  upon  his  studies 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Thayer,  and,  when 
this  gentleman  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  he  ac- 
companied him,  and  continued  his  studies  with 
the  firm  of  Cox,  Campbell  &  Thayer,  with  whom 
he  read  medicine  three  years.  He  then  attended 
two  courses  of  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  in  the  spring  of  1847.  After  that  he 
spent  a  year  in  the  city  hospital,  and  in  the  eye 
and  ear  infirmary  in  New  York  City.  Thus  well 
equipped  for  his  professional  duties,  he  opened  an 
office  in  Otsego,  Allegan  County,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1849,  he  returned 
to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  was  in  active  practice 
here  until  1865,  when  he  retired  from  his  profes- 
sion to  devote  his  time  more  exclusively  to  look- 
ing after  his  landed  interests.  He  at  one  time 
owned  six  hundred  acres    of  valuable    realty,  and 


still  has  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  his  pos- 
session, the  rental  of  which  is  the  source  of  a  good 
income.  He  has  a  delightful  home  in  the  village, 
a  fine  large  frame  residence,  attractively  fitted  up 
and  very  pleasantly  situated  on  an  eminence  that 
commands  a  charming  view. 

Dr.  Lovell  was  married  in  March,  1848,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Eldred,  who  fills  in  a  perfect  measure 
her  position  of  wife,  mother  and  friend.  She 
was  born  February  6,  1824,  in  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1832  with  her  pa- 
rents, who  were  pioneers  of  this  county.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  have  a  son  and  a  daughter 
living:  George  L.,  a  banker  at  Monticello,  Iowa; 
and  Mary  M.  (Mrs.  Smith).  Their  daughter  Fan- 
nie (Mrs.  Coleman)  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
years.  She  was  a  very  accomplished  lady,  a  grad- 
uate of  Vassar  College,  of  the  Class  of  '71,  and 
she  taught  in  the  Kalamazoo  High  School  and  in 
the  Baptist  College  of  that  city,  winning  a  high 
reputation  as  an  educator. 

Our  subject  is  a  gentleman  of  broad  culture  and 
liberal  mind,  possessing  a  wide  range  of  knowl- 
edge, as  he  has  ever  been  a  close  student,  an  intel- 
ligent observer  and  a  great  reader,  with  a  large  and 
well-selected  library  from  which  to  cull  the  choi- 
cest blossoms  of  literature,  and  he  has  a  wonder- 
fully retentive  memory.  He  is  endowed  with  a 
fine  personality  and  pleasing  social  attributes,  is 
always  genial,  courteous  and  considerate  in  his 
intercourse  with  others,  a  true  friend  to  the  many 
who  seek  his  counsel  and  guidance,  is  sympathiz- 
ing and  generous  toward  the  suffering  and  needy, 
and  is  regarded  with  the  highest  respect  and  affec- 
tion by  the  entire  community  with  whom  he  has 
dwelt  so  long.  The  people  have  delighted  to 
honor  him  by  election  to  important  offices,  and  in 
the  various  civic  positions  he  has  held  he  has  al- 
ways acted  with  the  strictest  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
imposed  upon  him,  and  with  due  regard  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  public.  For  eighteen  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Kalamazoo  County  Board  .of 
Supervisors,  as  a  representative  of  Climax  Town- 
ship, his  brother,  the  Hon.  Enos  Lovell,  having  held 
that  office  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1856,  the 
Doctor  was  Senator  from  this  district  to  the  Mich- 
igan State  Legislature.     For  twelve  years   he  was 
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Inspector  of  State  Prisons,  appointed  first  by  Gov. 
Baldwin  in  1871,  and  re-appointed  by  Govs. 
Bagley  and  Croswell.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. Socially,  his  relations  are  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  as  a  Charter  member  of  Lodge 
No.  59,  at  Climax. 


^I^ATRICK  O'BRIEN  is  a  well-to-do  and 
Jjj  successful  farmer,  who  makes  his   home    on 

^  section  5,  Kalamazoo  Township,  Kalamazoo 
I  [  County.  He  is  a  native  of  County  Clare, 
Ireland,  born  March  11,  1836.  His  parents  were 
Michael  and  Catherine  (Fannery)  O'Brien,  both 
born  in  Ireland.  The  father  died  in  1837.  The 
mother  re-married  a  few  years  afterward  and  em- 
igrated to  America  in  1848.  She  lived  in  New 
York  State  one  year  and  then  removed  to  Illinois, 
where  she  died  in  1852.  She  was  married  three 
times  and  bore  three  children  by  her  first  marriage; 
our  subject  is  the  only  child  of  the  second  union, 
and  four  children  were  born  of  the  third. 

Our  subject's  early  boyhood  days  were  spent  in 
Ireland.  When  five  years  old  he  went  to  live 
with  an  uncle  with  whom  he  remained  three  years. 
He  came  to  America  in  1848  and  landed  at  Quebec, 
from  whence  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  finally 
located  in  Ulster  County  for  three  years.  He 
worked  on  a  farm  one  year  for  $5  a  month  and 
the  next  two  years  drove  a  private  carriage  for  a 
gentleman.  In  the  fall  of  1852,  he  went  to  La  Salle 
County,  111.,  and  while  there  worked  on  the  Rock 
Island  and  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  In  the  fall  of 
1852,he  came  to  this  county  and  engaged  as  teamster 
for  three  years.  He  then  worked  for  D.  B.  Merrill  in 
a  flouring  mill  and  subsequently  spent  one  year  in 
Kentucky.  Mr.  O'Brien  in  February,  1866,  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  on  section  5,  where  he  set- 
tled down  to  farming.  It  was  all  new  and  wild 
land.  He  has  cleared  nearly  four  hundred  acres 
which  were  covered  with  heavy  timber. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  married  February  23,  1862,  to 
Catherine  A.  Tierney,  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
who  was  born  December  3,  1841.  Her  parents 
were  from  Ireland  and  came  to  America  after  their 
marriage.     They  lived  for  a  time   in  New   York 


City  and  in  Scran  ton.  Pa.,  whence  they  came  to  Kal- 
amazoo County  in  the  '50s.  The  good  mother 
died  in  1875  and  the  father  in  1890.  The  estima- 
ble wdfe  of  our  subject  was  called  from  this  earth 
January  8,  1892.  She  bore  her  husband  nine  chil- 
dren: Charles,  Mary,  Catharine,  Frances,  Anna, 
Edward,  William  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and,  in 
politics,  Mr.  O'Brien  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

The  present  homestead  of  our  subject  consists  of 
ninety-four  acres  on  section  5,  in  this  township, 
and  ninety  acres  just  opposite,  but  in  Cooper 
Township.  He  also  owns  some  good  property  in 
Kalamazoo.  He  resides  in  a  large  two-story  brick 
dwelling  which  he  erected  in  1885.  He  also  has 
large  and  substantial  barns  for  all  purposes  on  his 
place.  He  started  in  life  with  no  capital  excepting 
a  strong  right  hand  and  has  worked  himself  up 
the  ladder  until  now  he  is  at  the  top.  He  and,  his 
family  command  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  en- 
tire community. 


^OHN  LONG.  A  thorough  exponent  of 
those  enduring  principles  of  honor  which, 
alone  form  the  basis  of  permanent  prosper- 
ity, Mr.  Long  has  enjoyed  a  long  and  hon- 
orable business  career,  and  through  reliable  deal- 
ings has  won  the  full  confidence  of  the  citizens  of 
Vicksburg  and  the  surrounding  country.  He 
owns  a  substantial  brick  building  on  Main  Street, 
where  he  carries  a  complete  line  of  groceries,  drugs, 
books,  stationery,  paints  and  oils,  window-shades, 
glass  and  crockery,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  requisites  of 
a  first-class  store.  He  has  been  located  on  the  pres- 
ent site  since  1868  and  prior  to  that  time  was  for 
three  years  in  business  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Prairie  Streets. 

Mr.  Long  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  on  the 
26th  of  June,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Gatins)  Long,  natives  of  County  Clare, 
Ireland.  His  parents  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1833, 
and  one  year  later  removed  to  New  York  City, 
where  they  remained  until  called  hence  by  death, 
both  passing  away  when  about  sixty-five  years  old. 
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They  were  Catholics  in  their  religious  belief  and, 
politically,  the  father  was  a  Democrat.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  only  surviving  member  in  the  famil}^ 
which  comprised  three  children,  his  sisters,  Mary 
and  Catherine,  being  deceased.  He  spent  his  })oy- 
hood  days  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  at- 
tended school  and  worked  in  a  grocery. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Long  came  to  Michigan  via  Buf- 
falo and  Detroit  to  Vicksburg.  For  the  five  years 
which  succeeded  his  arrival,  he  was  employed  on 
the  farm  of  Richard  Lewis,  in  Schoolcraft  Town- 
ship, and  well  remembers  the  time  when  settlers 
were  few  and  deer  plentiful.  After  leaving  the 
farm,  he  clerked  for  Russell  Bishop  in  a  general 
store  for  one  year  and  later  bought  out  the  estab- 
lishment. When  he  started  in  business  for  himself, 
he  had  no  capital,  but  was  trusted  for  goods  by 
Messrs.  John  and  G.  W.  Parker,  of  Kalamazoo.  His 
real-estate  speculations  were  especially  fortunate 
and  displayed  the  exercise  of  rare  judgment.  One 
year  after  buying  a  lot  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Prairie  Streets  for  $1,200,  he  sold  it  for  $3,000. 
He  built  a  small  house  at  a  cost  of  $800,  which 
he  sold  twelve  months  later  for  $1,800  and  then 
erected  a  small  store  building  which  he  soon  sold 
at  an  advance  of  $1,000. 

These  instances  serve  to  show  the  qualities  of 
thrift  and  prudence  which  Mr.  Long  possesses  to 
an  unusual  degree,  and  he  is  fortunate  in  having 
for  a  helpmate  one  who  is  not  only  amiable  and 
kind-hearted,  but  who  also  exercises  business  abili- 
ties of  an  unusual  order.  Mrs.  Long  has  assisted 
her  husband  in  every  enterprise,  clerking  in  the 
store  and  aiding  him  by  her  counsel  and  sympathy. 
Prior  to  marriage,  she  was  Miss  Louisa  Tisdell  and 
was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  July  12,  1836.  Her  par- 
ents, p]rastus  and  Hannah  (Blancher)  Tisdell,  were 
natives  of  Vermont,  who  emigrated  to  Michigan 
in  1830  and  1831,  respectively,  being  among  the 
first  settlers  on  Godenac  Prairie,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  were  united  in  marriage  De- 
cember, 31,  1863,  and  are  the  parents  of  one  sur- 
viving child,  Nora  V.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
seminary  at  Kalamazoo  and  the  State  Normal  at 
Ypsilanti.  For  a  time,  she  taught  in  the  deaf  and 
dumb  school  at  Flint   and  has  recently  returned 


from  an  extensive  trip  through  Europe.  Ernest, 
the  only  son,  died  when  ten  months  old.  Mr. 
Long  has  a  charming  home  on  Union  Street, 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $6,000  and  one  of  the 
most  elegant  brick  residences  in  Vicksburg.  Since 
the  organization  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
this  city,  he  has  been  an  active  member  thereof 
and  his  wife  is  likewise  identified  with  it. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Long  is  a  firm  Repub- 
lican. He  has  served  as  President  of  the  village 
several  terms  and  in  other  local  offices,  besides  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  Republican  County  Central 
Committee.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  208,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  identified  with  the  order 
of  the  Maccabees  since  its  organization  in  Vicks- 
burg. As  a  business  man,  he  is  widely  known  for 
reliability  and  integrity  and,  socially,  he  numbers 
his  friends  among  the  best  and  the  worthiest. 
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OSES  B.  ODELL.  A  grateful  nation  will 
always  hold  in  honor  those  who,  in  times 
of  peril,  offered  themselves  upon  their 
country's  altar  and  faced  death  on  many  a 
bloody  battlefield.  On  Decoration  Day  we  pay 
our  tributes  of  love  to  the  honored  soldier  dead, 
while  those  who  survive  are  objects  of  our  highest 
esteem.  Upon  the  battlefield  of  life,  where  hero- 
ism is  called  for  no  less  than  when  facing  ghastly 
death  at  the  cannon's  mouth,  Mr.  Odell  has  made 
an  honorable  record. 

Moses  B.  Odell  was  born  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 1,  1830,  and  was  the  son  of  Hiram  and 
Abbie  (Benedict)  Odell,  natives  of  Herkimer 
County,  Conn.  The  parents  removed  after  their 
marriage  to  the  Empire  State  where  they  were  far- 
mers. The  mother  died  in  1882,  when  eighty- 
three  years  old,  and  the  father  passed  away  in 
Iowa,  in  his  fifty-fourth  year.  Our  subject  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  the  parental  family 
of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  His 
opportunities  for  attending  school  were  very  lim- 
ited and  he  studied  at  home  in  the  evening  by  the 
light  afforded  by  the  old  fashioned  fire-place. 

In  1850,  our  subject  and  Miss  Mary  Ann  Ma- 
hannah  were  united  in  marriage.     That  year   the 
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young  couple  went  to  Iowa  where  i\rr.  Odell  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  County. 
They  remained  there  a  short  time,  however,  and 
on  returning  to  Michigan  located  in  Oshtemo 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  Later  he  removed  to 
Alamo  Township,  which  has  been  his  abiding  place 
for  over  thirty  years.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Odell 
came  to  the  Wolverine  State  in  October,  1840, 
and  located  in  Oshtemo  Township.  At  that  early 
period  the  country  was  thinly  settled  and  our  sub- 
ject has  run  many  a  foot  race  with  Indian  boys 
where  the  city  of  Kalamazoo  now  stands. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Odell  en- 
listed, July  30,  1862,  in  Company  H,  Twenty- 
fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Col.  O.  H.  Moore. 
They  joined  their  regiment  in  Kentucky  and  our 
subject  was  detailed  to  provost  duty  soon  after  ar- 
riving there.  He  was  accidentally  wounded  by 
having  a  bayonet  thrust  into  his  stomach  by  one 
of  his  comrades  who  was  also  on  duty.  He  was 
comfined  to  the  hospital  some  time  and  has  never 
fully  recovered  his  health.  He  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  for  disability  March  2,  1863,  and 
returning  home  resumed  the  peaceful  pursuits  of 
farming. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moses  B.  Odell:  Charles,  Violetta,  Vienna  and 
Nelson,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  In  political 
matters,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
Fremont.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
Post  in  Kalamazoo  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  man 
of  enterprise  and  push.  He  owns  forty -five  acres 
of  good  land  on  section  35  and  sixty -six  acres  on 
section  27,  Alamo  Township. 


^I^HILIP  E.  GOODRICH.  The  pleasant  home- 
Jl)  stead  which  is  owned  and  occupied  by  this 
f^  gentleman  is  one  of  the  most  finely-improved 
^  in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  is  located  on 
section  32,  Comstock  Township.  It  comprises 
eighty  acres  and  is  embellished  with  numerous 
farm  buildings  and  a  commodious  residence,  built 
in  1886  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000,  a  view  of  which 
appears  on  another  page.     In  addition  to  that  es- 


tate, Mr.  Goodrich  is  the  owner  of  a  third  interest 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  33,  and 
is  numbered  among  the  progressive  and  successful 
farmers  of  the  community. 

As  early  as  1831,  Philip  Goodrich,  father  of  our 
subject,  emigrated  from  his  native  State,  New 
York,  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Kalamazoo 
Township,  this  County.  Returning  East,  in  1832, 
he  brought  his  family  back  to  the  farm  he  had 
purchased  here,  and  devoted  the  ensuing  years  to 
the  improvement  of  the  place.  He  died  in  Gales- 
burgh,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  was 
a  prominent  man  in  the  community  where  he  re- 
sided and  a  Democrat  in  his  political  sympathies. 

There  were  born  to  Philip  and  Nancy  (Meade) 
Goodrich  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
man's  and  woman's  estate,  as  follows:  Hannah  M., 
wife  of  Richard  Milham,  of  Berrien  County,  this 
State;  Charlotte  A.,  deceased;  Francis  M.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kalamazoo  Township;  Clarinda,  deceased; 
Phebe  J.,  wife  of  Z.  B.  Durkee,  of  Charleston 
Township;  Philip  E.,  of  this  sketch;  Joseph  J.,  of 
Comstock  Township;  James  J.,  deceased;  and  Dorr 
N.,  a  resident  of  Comstock  Township.  The  mother, 
who  was  a  native  of  New  York,  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four. 

The  sixth  child  in  the  family  is  Philip  E.,  who 
was  born  in  Kalamazoo  Township,  October  21, 
1842.  He  finished  his  schooling  in  Comstock 
Township,  and  remained  with  his  father  until  he 
became  of  age.  February  24,  1876,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Ellen  S.  Bacon,  who  was  born  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  October  26,  1847.  Mrs.  Goodrich  is 
the  daughter  of  Alvm  and  Julia  A.  (Stratton) 
Bacon,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Mich- 
igan at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  Kalamazoo 
County.  Their  eight  children  grew  to  maturity, 
and  six  are  living  at  the  present  time  (1892). 

At  once  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Goodrich  located 
where  he  now  resides,  and  here  he  and  his  wife 
have  established  an  attractive  home,  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  their  two  children:  Bessie,  born 
April  17,  1879,  and  Carl,  born  October  29,  1883. 
Mr.  Goodrich  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  by  no 
means  an  active  partisan  or  an  office-seeker.  Upon 
the  solicitation  of  his  fellow;Citizens,  he  served  as 
Pathmaster  at  one  time,  and  has  filled  other  local 
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positions  of  trust.  Generous,  upright  and  indus- 
trious, he  is  an  excellent  type  of  the  highest  form 
of  Western  culture  and  energy,  in  whom  the  peo- 
ple may,  with  good  reason,  repose  the  utmost  con- 
fidence. 


^p^EORGE  A.  SUTHERLAND  is  at  present 
ill  (~.  residing  on  a  fine  farm,  situated  on  section 
^^;^  5,  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County. 
His  estate,  a  view  of  which  is  presented  on  another 
page,  is  embellished  with  substantial  buildings  and 
is  in  a  condition  to  bring  its  owner  handsome  re- 
turns. David  and  Rachel  (Atwater)  Sutherland 
were  natives  of  New  York,  and,  coming  to  Michi- 
gan as  early  as  1837,  located  on  Genesee  Prairie, 
Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  They  la- 
ter removed  to  Berrien  County,  where  they  ended 
their  days. 

Mr.  Sutherland,  of  this  feketch,  was  the  youngest 
but  one  in  the  parental  family  of  thirteen  children, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Barker,  Broome  County,  N. 
Y.,  March  11,  1835.  He  was  brought  hither  by 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  Wolverine 
State  and  was  a  lad  of  seven  years  at  the  death  of 
his  father.  He  was  then  taken  into  the  home  of 
his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  W.  Barnard,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  reaching  his  twenty-second 
year. 

March  2,  1857,  Miss  Marcia  B.,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Clarissa  (Sweetland)  Beckley,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  For  a  further  sketch  of  the 
parents,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Jo- 
seph Beckley,  found  on  another  page  in  this  vol- 
ume. Mrs.  Sutherland  was  born  in  Portage  Town- 
ship, August  29,  1839,  and  after  her  marriage  with 
our  subject,  the  young  couple  made  their  home  in 
Barry  County  for  the  succeeding  ten  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  coming  to  this  town- 
ship, they  purchased  property  on  section  5,  which 
has  since  been  their  place  of  residence,  and  where 
they  own  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valu- 
able land.  The  estate  has  been  thoroughly  culti- 
vated and  Mr.  Sutherland  has  erected  thereon  all 
the  necessary  outbuildings. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutherland  have  been  granted 


a  family  of  five  children:  Frederick,  who  died 
when  in  his  thirty-second  year;  George,  whose 
decease  occurred  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Nellie, 
who  died  aged  eighteen  months;  William  P.  and 
Roy.  Our  subject  has  been  the  incumbent  of 
many  positions  of  public  trust,  having  been  Town- 
ship Treasurer  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
view. He  takes  a  warm  interest  in  local  affairs 
and  politically  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Alliance  and  occu- 
pies a  high  standing  in  the  agricultural  com- 
munity. 


-^^ 


E^^ 


^p^EORGE  E.  KILGORE.  Among  the  pleas- 
jlj  ant  homes  in  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo 

^^J!  County,  is  the  one  which  is  jointly  presided 
over  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilgore,  whose  intelligence 
and  affability  create  about  them  a  delightful  at- 
mosphere of  hospitality  and  genuine  enjoyment. 
The  fine  farm  of  our  subject,  which  is  situated  on 
section  3,  is  embellished  with  a  substantial  set  of 
buildings,  the  most  noticeable  among  which  is  his 
comfortable  and  substantial  residence,  a  view  of 
which  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

John  Kilgore,  the  direct  progenitor  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Ireland,  while  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  Martin,  was  a  native 
of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  and 
settled  in  the  above-named  county  until  1836, 
when  they  decided  to  try  their  fortunes  in  Michi- 
gan. A  year  later  they  made  Kalamazoo  County 
their  home,  where  the  father  had  purchased  land, 
and  where  they  continued  to  reside  for  several 
years.  Later  they  removed  to  section  3,  Portage 
Township,  where  the  father  operated  a  farm  until 
his  death,  when  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.  Mrs. 
Kilgore  died,  December  3,  1882,  aged  sixty-three 
years. 

Of  the  four  sons  and  two  daughters  comprising 
the  parental  family,  our  subject  was  the  youngest. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Portage  Township,  February 
11,  1848,  on  the  farm  which  is  his  present  home. 
He  was  given  a  fair  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  received  thorough  training  in  farm 
duties.     His  present  estate  includes  one  hundred 
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and  seventy-four  acres  under  tlie  most  thorough 
cultivation. 

December  15,  1880,  Miss  Rosina  J.,  daugliter  of 
Jackson  and  Emma  (Adams)  Baker,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  Hopkins  Township,  Allegan  County,  and  Mrs. 
Kilgore  was  the  third  child  of  a  family  of  six.  Her 
birth  occurred  March  17, 1858,  in  the  above-named 
township.  Her  union  with  our  subject  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children:  John  J.,  George  H., 
Emma  C.  and  Mel v in  F.  Mr.  Kilgore  has  always 
been  actively  interested  in  local  affairs  and  casts 
his  vote  in  favor  of  Democratic  candidates. 

-^-^-^^<^€-^^-^^ 

W/  OHN  R.  MILLIMAN.  In  the  death  of  John 
R.  Milliman,  Kalamazoo  County  lost  an 
honored  citizen,  whose  industry  and  practi- 
cal ability  as  a  farmer  had  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  its  prosperity.  His  name  will 
always  be  closely  associated  with  the  agricultural 
development  of  Climax  Township,  of  which  he 
was  a  resident  for  many  years,  passing  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  in  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes  in 
the  village  of  Climax,  which  is  still  occupied  by 
his  widow  and  only  daughter. 

Mr.  Milliman  was  born  in  the  town  of  Avon, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  October  15,  1818.  His 
father,  whose  given  name  was  Joseph,  was  born  in 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  October  2,  1799,  and  was 
a  son  of  John  Milliman,  who  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  September  19,  1773.  He  was  of  English 
descent,  three  brothers  leaving  the  ancestral  home 
of  the  Millimans  in  Englaijd  and  settling  in  the 
Eastern  States  in  Colonial  times.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Livingston  County,  N.Y.,  although 
he  lived  in  Massachusetts  for  a  time,  and  had  two 
children  born  there.  Eleven  others  were  born  to 
him  in  his  home  in  Livington  County,  where  he 
died  March  12,  1846,  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  thir- 
teen children,  and  he  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  on  his  father's  farm  in  Livingston  County. 
In  1854,  he  came  to  this  county,  and  purchased  a 
farm  near  the  villag^e  of  Scotts,  and  there  he  passed 


the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  September  18,  1880. 
He  was  a  man  of  many  sterling  traits,  and  was  a 
Universalist  in  his  religious  belief.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  had  twelve  children.  He  first- mar- 
ried Betsy  Wilson,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  March  12,  1799,  and  died 
in  her  native  State  in  August,  1831,  leaving  four 
children.  Mr.  Milliman 's  second  wife  was  Melissa 
Smith,  and  she  bore  him  eight  children. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  a 
farm.  He  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  mother 
died,  and  he  then  went  to  live  with  his  grand- 
father Milliman.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  the  inde- 
pendent, self-reliant  lad  began  life  for  himself  as 
a  farm  hand,  later  buying  a  part  of  his  grand- 
father's farm  and  attendmg  to  its  cultivation.  He 
continued  to  live  in  his  native  State  for  a  time  after 
marriage,  but  in  May,  1855,  he  and  his  wife  came 
to  Michigan  and  he  bought  the  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  now  owned  by  her  on  section 
16,  Climax  Township.  The  improvements  are  of 
a  substantial  character,  and  are  nearly  all  the  result 
of  his  hard  and  persevering  labor.  He  engaged 
in  mixed  farming,  and  kept  standard  grades  of 
stock.  He  made  all  his  money  himself,  as  he  had 
nothing  to  begin  with,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
solid  men  of  his  adopted  township,  his  good  busi- 
ness habits,  capacity  for  continuous  and  wisely 
directed  labor,  and  soundness  of  judgment  being 
tributary  to  his  success.  In  1870,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  the  village  of  Climax,  and  in  1873 
erected  a  fine,  large  frame  residence,  which  was  his 
home  until  his  death,  August  10,  1888.  He  was  a 
broad-gauged  man,  of  marked  stability  of  charac- 
ter, generous  in  his  sympathies,  whole-souled  and 
open-handed,  possessing  in  a  rare  degree  those 
pleasant  personal  traits  that  win  confidence  and 
friendship,  and  his  friends  were  many,  tried  and 
true.  Religiously,  he  was  a  Universalist.  Politic- 
ally, he  was  a  Republican.  His  first  vote  was  cast 
for  William  H.  Harrison  for  the  Presidency.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  he  was  buried  according  to  the  rites 
of  that  organization. 

To  the  wife  who  contributed  so  large  a  measure 
to  his  success  in  life,  Mr.  Milliman  was  married 
November  24, 1853.     Theirs  was  a  felicitous  union, 
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and  brought  to  them  one  daughter,  Lizzie  M.,  who 
is  with  her  mother.  Mrs.  Milliman's  former  name 
was  Julia  E.  Howard,  and  she  was  born  in  Claren- 
don,Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  March  18,  183 L  She 
was  reared  in  the  village  of  Moscow,  where  she 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  she  re- 
mained there  until  her  marriage.  Her  parents 
were  Hartson  and  Marane  (Smith)  Howard,  who 
were  both  natives  of  New  York,  he  being  born  in 
Steventown,  near  Albany,  January  24,  1807,  and 
she  born  August  15,  1815.  He  was  a  farmer  in 
early  life,  but  in  1840  he  turned  his  attention  to 
manufacturing  fanning  mills  at  Moscow,  N.  Y. 
In  1883,  he  and  his  wife  removed  to  Chicago,  where 
they  both  died  in  1884,  her  death  occurring  Febru- 
ary 10,  and  his  October  2.  They  were  people  of 
genuine  worth,  and  were  held  in  honor  and  esteem 
wherever  known.  They  reared  four  children  to 
maturity. 

Mrs.  Milliman  has  displayed  business  ability  and 
tact  of  no  mean  order  since  her  husband's  estate 
fell  to  her  care,  and  she  manages  her  interests  with 
great  skill.  She  rents  the  farm,  though  still 
having  it  under  her  general  supervision.  She  is 
endowed  with  a  clear  intellect,  with  much  force 
of  character  and  with  those  womanly  traits  that 
are  the  index  of  an  even  disposition,  a  kind  heart 
and  a  wholesome  nature.  Her  views  on  religious 
subjects  are  in  accordance  with  the  Universalist 
faith. 


)ARZILLA  SNOW,  ex-County  Treasurer  of 
Kalamazoo,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  respected  citizens  of  the  county.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  farming,  owning  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  acres  of  land  on  sections  4  and  5,  Climax  Town- 
ship and  eighty  acres  on  sections  33  and  34,  Alamo 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  October  11,  1832,  and  was  the  son  of  Lebeus 
Snow,  who  was  born  in  Bridge  water,  Mass.,  in  1787. 
The  latter-named  gentleman  followed  the  sea  for 
about  twenty  years  and  on  emigrating  to  New 
York  located  in  Genesee  County,  where  he  became 


a  farmer.  He  belonged  to  the  State  Militia  and 
saw  much  hard  fighting  during  the  War  of  1812, 
being  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Oswego. 

In  1832,  the  father  of  our  subject  removed  to 
Crawford  County,  Pa.,  where  he  farmed  for  four 
years  and  then  went  to  Holmes  County,  Ohio.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mercy  Ann  Srnith, 
was  born  in  Ballston,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1799,  and  died  in  1842,  while  a  resident  of  Holmes 
County,  Ohio.  The  father  then  made  his  home 
with  his  children  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1871,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  Of  the  ten 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lebeus  Snow, 
eight  are  living,  the  eldest  being  born  in  1817  and 
the  youngest  in  1837. 

Barzilla  Snow  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  common  schools,  which  was  supplemented  by 
attendance  of  a  year  and  a  half  at  the  schools  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio.  In  1849.  when  seventeen  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  for  four  years  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  in  Kalamazoo  County.  Then  join- 
ing a  company  of  eight  men  with  three  teams,  Mr. 
Snow  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  starting 
March  16,  1853,  and  arriving  in  the  Golden  State 
August  10.  They  crossed  the  Missouri  River  at 
Council  Bluffs  on  the  3d  of  May,  and  where  the 
flourishing  city  of  Omaha  now  stands  they  observed 
only  a  few  Indians  sitting  on  the  river  bank  smok- 
ing. Mr.  Snow  was  quite  a  fine  marksman  and 
during  their  journey  killed  many  deer.  They  ar- 
rived in  Salt  Lake  City,  June  24,  and  while  cross- 
ing the  mountains  our  subject  walked  over  im- 
mense snow  drifts  in  his  bare  feet. 

When  in  the  Golden  State  Mr.  Snow  spent  the 
most  of  his  time  in  Placer  mines  in  which  he  w^as 
fairly  successful.  He  returned  home  after  an  ab- 
sence of  four  years,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  On 
again  reaching  Michigan,  our  subject  .purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Alamo  Township,  which 
bore  no  improvement,  whatever.  But  his  persis- 
tent industry  and  good  judgment  have  been  re- 
warded, and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  as  fine  an 
estate  as  will  be  found  in  the  county. 

July  28,  1858,  Mr.  Snow  and  Miss  Jane  P.  Hill 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Snow  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  February  24,  1839.  Her 
parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State  and 
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came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1845;  the  father  is 
now  living  in  Kansas.  Of  the  four  children  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife  only  two  are  living: 
Walter  H.  who  is  married  and  resides  on  a  farm 
adjoining  the  old  homestead,  and  Wilber  B.  who 
lives  on  the  home  farm. 

The  original  of  this  sketch,  who  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  politics,  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  several  years  and  for  seven  consecutive  years 
was  Supervisor.  During  that  period  he  went  over 
the  township  eight  times,  on  one  occasion  being 
Census-taker.  Mr.  Snow  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
County  Board  one  year,  during  which  time  an  ap- 
propriation was  made  for  the  building  of  the  court- 
house. He  was  elected  to  the  responsible  office  of 
County  Treasurer  in  the  fall  of  '84  and  so  effi- 
ciently did  he  fulfill  the  duties  of  the  office  that  he 
was  re-elected  in  '86,  receiving  a  greatly  increased 
majority.  Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  Mason,  be- 
longing to  Lodge  No.  22  at  Kalamazoo. 


-f- 


-i- — 


,  HARLES  H.  McKAIN,  M.  D.  There  is  no 
...  „  member  of  the  medical  profession  in  Kala- 
^^y  mazoo  County  who  enjoys  a  more  extensive 
practice  or  a  more  enviable  reputation  as  a  skillful 
practitioner  than  Dr.  McKain,  of  Vicksburg.  In 
the  department  of  medical  research  and  investiga- 
tion, he  keeps  thoroughly  abreast  with  the  times, 
and  is  not  only  a  successful  physician  but  also  a 
surgeon  of  great  ability,  and  in  the  removal  of 
tumors  and  the  amputation  of  limbs  has  performed 
many  successful  operations.  He  has  prepared  and 
read  several  papers  before  State  medical  societies, 
among  them  an  article  on  "Apoplexy"  and  another 
on  "Inflammation  Unaccompanied  with  Fever,' 'and 
his  writings  have  enlisted  the  favorable  notice  of 
the  press  and  profession. 

Dr.  McKain  is  the  descendant  in  the  fourth  gen- 
eration of  a  gentleman  of  that  name  who  was  born 
in  Scotland  of  Scotch  descent,  but  emigrated  to 
America  from  the  North  of  Ireland  at  an  early  day 
and  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  in  New  York. 
During  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  served  as  a  brave 
officer,  and  his  skill  in  the  use  of  his  sword  brought 


him  into  conspicuous  notice.  His  political  affilia- 
tions were  with  the  Whig  party,  and  he  was  a  Pro- 
testant in  religion.  When  quite  old,  he  removed 
to  Michigan,  where  he  died  m  Sandstone,  Jackson 
County. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Abel,  was  a  na- 
tive of  York  State,  where  he  engaged  as  a  miller 
at  Alexandria  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  forty. 
He  was  the  father  of  two  sons,  one  of  whom,  Allen, 
was  born  in  Alexandria,  June  14,  1827,  and  was 
only  five  years  old  when  he  was  orphaned.  One 
year  later,  he  was  brought  to  Michigan  by  his  uncle, 
Martin  McKain,  his  guardian,  who  sold  the  mill 
belonging  to  Abel  McKain  and  invested  the  pro- 
ceeds in  Michigan  land.  At  that  early  day,  deer 
were  plentiful  and  bears  were  so  bold  that  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  pigs  and  calves  in  pens  to  pro- 
tect them  from  their  daring  enemies. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Allen  McKain  commenced 
for  himself,  clearing  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  following  agriculture  until  1880, 
when  he  retired.  He  is  now  living  in  Pavilion 
Township,  where  he  is  a  prominent  Republican 
and  has  held  some  local  offices.  His  wife,  Laura 
Willson,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1826,  and  came  to  Mich- 
igan when  nine  years  of  age.  Her  father,  Amos 
Willson,  was  probably  a  native  of  Vermont  and 
early  settled  in  Michigan,  where  he  lived  two  years 
m  Oakland  County  and  afterward  cleared  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acr^s  in  Pavilion  Township,  this 
county.  He  died  at  Galesburgh  when  sixty-two 
years  old. 

Seven  children  comprised  the  family  of  which 
our  subject  is  a  member:  Adeline  W.;  Louisa  A.; 
Amos,  Edwin,  and  Willie,  deceased;  Ernest  and 
Charles  H.  The  last-named  was  born  in  Pavilion 
Township,  November  17,  1851,  and  gained  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
When  twenty  years  old,  he  entered  the  Baptist 
College  at  Kalamazoo,  where  he  studied  two  years. 
April  1,  1875,  he  commenced  to  study  medicine 
under  Dr.  Malcom  Hill,  of  Vicksburg,  and  October 
1,  of  the  following  year,  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he 
was  graduated  March  27,  1878.  After  practicing: 
for  one   year  with    Dr.  Hill,  he  went    to   Kansas, 
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where  he  was  examined  and  entered  the  United 
States  Army  as  Surgeon,  remaining  in  that  capac- 
ity until  December  8,  1881,  and  being  stationed  at 
Fts.  Elliott  and  Supply,  Ind.  Ter. 

In  1881,  the  young  Doctor  entered  Bellevue 
Hospital,  New  York  City,  where  he  received  his 
degree  March  15,  of  the  ensuing  year.  He  made 
a  specialty  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear  in  that 
department  of  the  Manhattan  Hospital,  where  he 
was  actively  engaged  until  May  1,  1882.  Since 
that  time  he  has  resided  in  Vicksburg,  where  he 
has  a  lucrative  and  extensive  practice.  His  attrac- 
tive residence,  a  commodious  frame  house  on  Prai- 
rie Street,  was  erected  in  1885,  and  is  presided  over 
by  his  charming  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married, 
September  5, 1882.  Mrs.  McKain  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Nellie  J.  Dorrance,  and  was  born  in  Pa- 
vilion Township,  May  16,  1856. 

In  his  political  affiliations.  Dr.  McKain  is  a  strong 
Republican,  and  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Vil- 
lage School  Board.  While  not  belonging  to  any 
church,  he  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and, in  fact,  gives  generously  of  his  means 
to  aid  all  worthy  enterprises.  He  belongs  to  Hope 
Lodge,  No.  36,  K.  P.,  the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of 
Medicine  and  the  State  Medical  Society.  He  has 
represented  the  last-named  association  in  the 
American  Medical  Society  at  Cincinnati  and 
Nashville.  In  the  fall  of  1887,  he  and  his 
wife  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  Mrs.  McKain 
remained  in  Paris  while  he  spent  eight  months  in 
traveling  through  Germany,  France,  Austria,  Switz- 
erland, England,  Ireland  and  Scotland. 


~^Ir 


^/ILLIAM  TOBP^Y,  who  is  now  living  retired 
in  his  beautiful  home  at  Climax,  was  form- 
erly actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Kalmazoo  County,  and  is  one  of  its  self- 
made  men,  who,  in  shaping  their  own  fortunes, 
have  been  instrumental  in  forwarding  the  material 
interests  of  their  community.  Mr.  Tobey  was  born 
in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  April  14,  1826,  and  is  a 
son  of  Silas  Tobey,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. In  his  youth,  the  father  of  our  subject 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  and,  removing  to 


New  York  when  a  young  man,  he  plied  his  calling 
at  York.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Genesee 
County,  and  engaged  in  making  shoes  there  until 
1858,  when  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
he  still  continued  to  carry  on  his  trade  to  some  ex- 
tent. He  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  and  then  death  rounded  out  his  life.  He 
was  a  quiet  man,  of  great  intrinsic  worth,  and  was 
greatly  liked  by  his  neighbors  and  all  who  knew 
him  personally.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Julia  A.  Harding,  was  born  in  New  York.  She 
was  sixty-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  in  her  demise  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
lost  one  of  its  most  zealous  members.  She  bore 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
namely:  William,  Timothy,  John  B.,  Mary  A.  (Mrs. 
Bealey),  Harriet  H.,  Samuel  H.,  Silas  (deceased), 
and  Olcha. 

William  Tobey  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  school,  which  was  con- 
ducted on  the  rate-bill  plan,  and  was  held  m  a  log 
house,  that  was  heated  by  means  of  an  open  fire- 
place, and  furnished  with  slab  benches.  After  he 
was  thirteen  3^ears  old,  the  lad  became  self-sup- 
porting, working  out  by  the  month  for  $4.50  per 
month  as  wages,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  he 
was  thirty  years  old.  In  the  month  of  December, 
1854,  he  took  an  important  step  in  life,  coming 
then  to  Michigan,  and  in  the  spring  of  1855,  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Kalamazoo  County.  He 
rented  land  some  eight  or  nine  years,  and  in  1863, 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Climax  Township,  which 
was  mostly  improved.  He  subsequently  sold  that 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  in  Le  Roy  Township,  Calhoun  County,  and 
lived  thereon  from  1869  to  1872.  In  the  latter 
year,  he  came  back  to  Climax  Township  with  his 
family,  and,  settling  on  his  father-in-law's  farm  on 
section  3,  Climax  Township,  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  he  bought  the  interest  of  the  heirs  in 
the  place,  and  still  owns  it.  He  rents  it  at  a  good 
sum  of  money  yearly,  and  has  retired  from  active 
business.  He  built,  in  1890,  a  large  and  handsome 
residence,  which  is  conveniently  arranged  and 
nicely  furnished,  and  he  and  his  wife  make  it  one 
of  the  most  hospitable  and  cozy  homes  of  the  vil- 
lage.    Mr.  Tobey  is  classed  among  the  shrewd,  far- 
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sighted,  methodical  and  successful  men  of  the 
county,  who  have  become  prosperous  by  reason  of 
their  close  attention  to  business  and  complete  un- 
derstanding of  their  calling.  He  had  no  other 
capital  to  begin  with  than  the  traits  just  men- 
tioned, but  these  have  made  him  well-off  from  a 
financial  point  of  view.  He  is  a  Republican  of  the 
true  stamp,  in  politics.  He  has  held  some  of  the 
township  offices,  and  we  find  him  always  willing  to 
do  his  share  in  all  schemes  for  public  advance- 
ment. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was  mar- 
ried, September  22,  1858,  to  Miss  Mary  Lawrence. 
She  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  May  12, 1 834, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Amy  (Eldred) 
Lawrence,  who  were  both  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  the  former  born  in  Ulster  County,  May 
27,  1793,  and  the  latter  in  Otsego  County,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1804.  They  were  among  the  early  pio- 
neers of  Kalamazoo  County,  coming  here  in  1834, 
in  Territorial  da^'^s,  journeying  hither  by  the  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  lake  to  Detroit,  and 
from  there  by  team  to  their  destination.  They 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Climax  Township, 
being  the  sixth  family  to  locate  within  its  borders, 
and  the  nearest  neighbors  southwest  of  them  were 
at  Vicksburg,  eighteen  miles  away.  They  had  to 
do  their  trading  at  Detroit  and  White  Pigeon, and 
to  go  seventy-five  miles  to  mill.  Indians  were 
numerous  and  frequently  visited  their  cabin.  Wild 
beasts  lurked  in  the  forests,  and  used  often  to  dis- 
turb them,  a  wolf  one  night  carrying  of  the  pigs 
from  the  pen.  Mr.  Lawrence  bought  land  near  the 
village  of  Climax,  owning  at  one  time  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  and  he  cleared  a  fine  farm 
from  the  wilderness.  His  death  occurred  in  1880, 
at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- seven  years,  and  his 
memory  will  always  be  cherished  as  that  of  one  of 
our  useful  and  honored  pioneers,  who  early  ap- 
peared on  the  field  of  labor  and  was  instrumental, 
in  as  far  as  his  power  lay,  in  bringing  about  a  won- 
drous change  in  the  face  of  the  country.  He  was 
of  a  truly  religious  nature,  and  was  a  birthright 
member  of  the  Quaker  Church.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Tobey  died  in  1887,at  the  ageof  eighty-three 
years.  She  joined  the  Baptist  Church  in  her  girl- 
hood, and  was  always  a   faithful  member.      She 


reared  five  out  of  her  six  children,  namely:  Black- 
man  E.;  Caleb  V.,  now  deceased;  Mary, Thomas  S., 
George  W.  and  John  H.  (deceased).  Mrs.  Tobey 
was  six  months  old  when  her  parents  brought  her 
to  Michigan.  The  humble  primitive  dwelling  in 
which  she  was  reared  was  so  small,  being  only 
15x15  feet  in  dimensions,  that  she  did  not  have 
room  to  creep  on  the  floor  when  she  was  a  baby, 
and  so  learned  to  walk  at  the  age  of  ten  months. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  experienced  a  great 
sorrow  in  an  otherwise  happy  wedded  life,  in  the 
death  of  their  two  children:  Noah  W.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years;  and  Willie  G., 
who,  in  his  twenty-first  year,  was  just  entering  a 
promising  manhood. 


1 
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ILLIAM  H.  SHELDON  was  born  January 
13,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  George  Sheldon, 
who  was  a  leading  pioneer  of  this  part  of 
the  State,  and  was  one  of  its  wealthiest  and  most 
honored  citizens  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  near  the  city  of 
Hartford,  and  was  a  son  of  Eli  Sheldon,  Avho  was 
of  New  England  birth  and  breeding.  His  last 
years  were  spent  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where 
he  died  at  a  good  old  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  went  to  New  York 
with  his  parents  when  a  boy,  and  from  his  father, 
who  was  a  farmer,  learned  how  to  manage  a  farm 
in  his  youth.  He  began  life  for  himself  in  Cayuga 
County,  and  became  very  prosperous  as  a  farmer, 
owning  one  farm  in  that  county  and  one  of  two 
hundred  acres  in  Yates  County.  He  accumulated 
his  property  by  the  sheer  force  of  persistent  and 
well-directed  labor,  having  no  capital  but  his 
brains  and  muscle  and  a  resolute  will  with  which 
to  commence  the  hard  struggle  against  poverty. 
He  had  his  mother  to  support,  and  surrounded  her 
with  every  comfort  as  long  as  she  lived.  In  1845, 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  bought  the  farm  on  sec- 
tion 2,  Climax  Township,  near  the  village  of  Cli- 
max, which  is  in  possession  of  his  sons.  He  was 
a  hard  worker,  laboring  day  and  night,  and  he  was, 
besides,  thrifty,  far-seeing,  accurate  in  judgment, 
and  was  successful  in  all  his  undertakings,  becom- 
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ing-  very  wealth}^,  and  owning  among  other  posses- 
sions a  whole  section  of  land,  nearly  all  lying 
around  the  village.  He  was  greatly  liked  by  the 
entire  community  on  account  of  his  kind  heart, 
ready  sympathy  and  genial,  obliging  disposition. 
He  was  religious,  having  been  converted  in  his 
youth,  and,  although  never  belonging  to  any 
church,  he  gave  abundantly  of  his  wealth  to  the 
support  of  churches.  He  inclined  to  Methodism 
in  his  views.     Politically,  he  was  a  Republican. 

Mary  J.  Lemmon  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  and  Brown  County,  N.  Y., 
the  place  of  her  birth.  Her  age  at  the  time  of 
her  death  was  forty-six  years.  She  was  an  active 
and  earnest  Christian  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  with  which  she  was  connected  nearly  all 
her  life.  She  and  her  husband  lie  side  by  side  in 
the  Baptist  Cemetery  south  of  the  village  of  Cli- 
max. They  w^ere  the  [)arents  of  these  five  chil- 
dren: Charlotte,  wife  of  Julius  Thompson,  a 
wealthy  attorney  and  owner  of  extensive  mining 
interests,  located  in  Salt  Lake  City, Utah;  Eli,  who 
mairied  Miss  May  French  (daughter  of  Prof. 
Elizabeth  J.  French,  a  noted  physician  of  Phila- 
delphia), and  is  now  in  London,  England,  with 
the  Jarvis-Conklin  Loan  and  Mortgage  Compan}^; 
Edgar,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years; 
George,  a  jeweler  at  Rico,  Col.,  and  William  H. 

Our  subject's  life  has  been  passed  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  resides.  He  obtained  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  village  school  at  Climax,  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  Agricultuial  College  at  Lans- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  scientific  train- 
ing in  the  vocation  that  Horace  Greeley  called 
the  ''noblest  of  professions,''  as  he  has  a  decided 
taste  for  farming.  He  studied  there  two  years 
with  much  profit,  and  then  was  obliged  to  leave 
on  account  of  failing  eyesight.  April  3,  1879,  he 
entered  upon  his  successful  career  as  a  farmer,  he 
and  his  brother  George  renting  the  old  homestead 
on  that  date,  and,  their  father  suddenly  dying 
three  daj^s  later,  they  bought  out  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs,  and  now  own  the  farm  jointly, 
our  subject  having  exclusive  control  of  its  man- 
agement, as  his  brother  resides  in  Colorado.  It 
comprised  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres 
when  it  first  came  into  their  possession,  but  tliey 


have  sold  some  of  it  in  acreage  and  village  lots, 
retaining  four  hundred  and  fifteen  acres.  The 
farm  is  well  equipped  with  modern  improvements 
and  with  every  facility  for  carr3dng  on  general 
farming,  to  which  Mr.  Sheldon  devotes  it.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
from  1880  until  1887,  he  bought  and  shipped 
stock  to  Buffalo,  Detroit  and  Chicago. 

Our  subject  was  married,  October  12,  1882,  to 
Miss  Jennie  T.  Retallick,  who  is  also  a  native  of 
Climax  Township,  born  here  November  30,  1860, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  T.  Retallick,  of  whom  a 
biography  appears  in  this  work.  Her  marriage 
with  our  subject  has  brought  them  one  child,  Lottie, 
who  is  eight  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon 
stand  high  socially,  and  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Sheldon  gives  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  party  in  political  matters. 
He  is  clear-brained,  bright  and  thoughtful,  and 
has  a  mind  well  stored  with  useful  information,  as 
lie  is,  besides  being  a  good  observer,  a  lover  of 
good  books,  and  has  a  fine  library  of  the  best 
authors  of  this  and  other  countries.  In  his  trav- 
els he  has  collected  relics  of  the  mountain  cliff 
dwellers,  gathering  them  principally  in  Colorado, 
and  he  has  the  best  collection  of  Indian  relics  in 
Kalamazoo  Count3^ 

George  Sheldon  gave  to  the  Methodist  Church 
the  ground  upon  which  it  is  located  and  was  very 
liberal  in  the  support  of  that  organization.  He 
also  donated  the  site  upon  which  the  public  school 
of  Climax  is  located. 


^ 


^^^ 


MITH  H.  CARLTON,  a  successful  farmer  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  owns  and  operates  a 
finely-improved  farm  on  section  29,  Com- 
stock  Township.  Although  much  of  his  life  has 
been  passed  in  this  State,  he  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  where  he  was  born  in  Wyoming  County, 
May  3,  1847.  His  parents,  Albert  and  Betsy  (In- 
gersoll)  Carlton,  were  natives,  respectively,  of  Ver- 
mont and  New  York. 

While  3'et  a  boy,  Albert  Carlton  emigrated  to 
New  York,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
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farmer.  In  1850,  he  came  to  Comstock  Township, 
and  settled  on  section  29  where  he  remained  until 
his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  was 
a  stalwart  Republican  and  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  from  his  early 
manhood,  always  taking  an  active  part  in  its  work 
and  holding  office  during  much  of  the  time. 
Throughout  this  country  he  was  well  known  and  a 
universal  favorite  among  all  classes  of  people. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  six 
sons  and  one  adopted  daughter,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Gordon,  a  resident  of  Hillsdale, 
this  State;  Ira,  whose  home  is  in  Portage;  David, 
a  farmer  on  section  34,  Comstock  Township;  Oscar, 
who  also  follows  farming  in  this  township;  Court- 
land,  of  Kansas  City,  who  enlisted  in  the  Sixth 
Michigan  Infantry,  was  wounded  at  the  siege  of 
Port  Hudson  and  remained  in  his  country's  service 
for  three  years;  Smith  H.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Helen, 
the  wife  of  Charles  Van  Husen,  of  Portage  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County. 

When  about  three  years  old,  our  subject  was 
brought  to  Michigan  by  his  parents,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  he  was  sixteen,  in  the  meantime 
attending  the  district  school.  He  then  enlisted  in 
the  Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Capt. 
John  Mclvor,  at  Kalamazoo,  and  went  to  New  York 
City,  thence  to  Fortress  Monroe  by  water,  and  from 
that  place  to  Richmond,  afterward  returning  to 
the  fort.  The  most  of  his  active  service  was  in 
North  Carolina,  and  at  the  expiration  of  one  year 
— his  term  of  enlistment — he  was  discharged.  Un- 
fortunately, he  contracted  smallpox  and  upon  his 
return  home  the  other  members  of  the  family  took 
the  disease,  the  doctor's  bills  amounting  to  more 
than  the  pay  he  received  from  the  Government. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Carlton  taught 
school  in  the  winter  and  farmed  during  the  sum- 
mer until  he  was  married,  June  19,  1869,  at  Corn- 
stock,  to  Isabel  J.  Vose.  Mrs.  Carlton  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  August  6,  1850,  and  w^as  but  a  child 
when  she  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  Isaac 
and  Betse}''  (Beckwith)  Vose,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Vermont,  respectively.  Immediately 
after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Carlton  located  upon  his 
present  farm,  where  he  remained  until  1879.  He 
then  removed    to   Harvey  County,  Kan.,  and  en- 


gaged in  teaching  school  about  eight  months,  when 
he  returned  to  his  former  home.  Prior  to  1888,  he 
taught  school  in  addition  to  his  work  on  the  farm, 
but  now  confines  his  attention  exclusively  to  agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton  have  one  son,  Warren  H., 
who  is  at  home.  A  Republican  in  his  political  be- 
lief, Mr.  Carlton  has  served  as  Supervisor,  School 
Inspector,  School  Director,  Highway  Commis- 
sioner and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Review. 
Religiously,  he  is  a  Methodist  and  active  in  Sunday- 
school  work.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  the  Union  Veterans'  Unicm,  and 
is  interested  in  all  public  measures  for  the  advant- 
age of  the  people. 


WILLIAM  STUART.  The  biography  of  an 
industrious,  energetic  and  successful  man 
furnishes  an  example  which  may  with  profit 
be  studied,  admired  and. imitated,  and  which  never 
ceases  to  exercise  an  elevating  influence,  fortifying 
our  hopes  and  elevating  our  ambitions.  The  suc- 
cess which  has  been  gained  by  Mr.  Stuart  has  come 
to  him,  not  through  fortuitous  circumstances,  but 
as  the  result  of  assiduous  perseverance  and  pains- 
taking energ}^  His  early  advantages  were  few  and 
his  education  was  gained  mainly  in  the  school  of 
experience,  where  toil  and  hardship  were  the  severe 
but  efficient  teachers.  Notwithstanding  adverse 
circumstances,  he  has  arisen  to  a  foremost  position 
among  the  successful  citizens  of  Schoolcraft  and 
the  popular  residents  of  Kalamazoo  County. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  and  Eliza- 
beth (Hague)  Stuart,  were  born  near  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  whence,  after  their  marriage,  they  emi- 
grated to  America  and  settled  in  New  York  City, 
where  for  several  years  the  father  followed  his  trade 
of  a  millwright.  From  that  city  they  removed 
about  1836  to  Detroit,  this  State,  and  thence  came 
to  Kalamazoo  County,  locating  on  a  farm  in  School- 
craft Township.  Being  an  excellent  workman,  the 
father  was  employed  to  go  to  Australia  and  erect 
a  mill,  after  the  completion  of  which  he  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  remained  on  his  farm  in 
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Schoolcraft  Township  until  his  death,  July  3,  1851. 
His  widow  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away 
June  23,  1890. 

The  sixth  in  order  of  birth  among  the  nine  chil- 
dren born  to  George  and  Elizabeth  Stuart  is  Wil- 
liam, who  was  born  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  March 
6, 1840.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  amid  the  pioneer 
scenes  of  a  newly-settled  country.  For  six  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  in  School- 
craft, in  connection  with  which  he  operated  a  farm 
and  engaged  in  stock-raising.  His  principal  occu- 
pation has  been  agriculture  and  he  now  owns 
about  eight  hundred  acres,  most  of  which  is  under 
cultivation. 

November  23,  1868,  Mr.  Stuart  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Joanna  B.,  daughter  of  Albert 
B.  Judson,  of  Vicksburg,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Stuart  was  born  in 
Schoolcraft  Township,  September  12,  1846,  and  has 
here  passed  the  most  of  her  life.  Three  children 
have  been  born  of  the  union:  Mary  Belle,  a  student 
in  Ypsilanti  College;  George H.  and  William  J.,  who 
are  with  their  parents.  In  religious  belief,  Mrs. 
Stuart  is  actively  engaged  in  Christian  work  as  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Stuart 
adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  his  time 
being  taken  up  in  attending  to  his  large  interests. 
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ylLLIAM  B.  SOUTHARD,  M.  D.,  was  born 
in  Clyde,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
10,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Susan  (Carle)  Southard,  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
We  have  in  our  subject  a  representative  of  a  fam- 
ily that  has  produced  many  illustrious  sons.  The 
family  is  Scotch,  the  patronymic  having  formerly 
been  spelled  South  worth,  and  at  an  early  period  in 
Colonial  history  became  identified  with  the  history 
of  Long  Island,  where  the  Hon.  Henry  Southard, 
M.  C,  was  born  in  1749.  The  father  of  the  latter- 
named  gentleman  removed  to  Basking  Ridge,  N.  J., 
in  1757,  where  Henr}^  died,  June  2,  1842.  He  was 
a  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812,  served  nine  years  in 
the  Legislature  and  was  a  member  of  Congress 
from  1801  to  1811,  and  from  1815  to  1821.  He 
34  K 


possessed  a  remarkable  memory  and  until  he 
passed  into  his  ninetieth  year,  he  neither  wore 
glasses  nor  used  a  cane. 

Lott,  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Henrj^  Southard,  was 
born  in  Basking  Ridge,  N.  J.,  and  was  the  father  of 
Henry  Southard,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Another  son,  Samuel  Lewis  Southard,  L.  L.  D.,  was 
graduated  from  Princeton  College,  in  1804,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Virginia.  He  became 
Law  Reporter  for  New  Jersey  in  1814,  and  a  year 
later  was  Associate  Justice  of  the  State  Supreme 
Court.  He  was  Presidential  Elector  in  1820,  and 
was  United  States  Senator  for  two  years,  dating 
from  1821,  on  the  Whig  ticket.  In  the  above- 
named  year,  he  met  his  father  on  a  joint  commit- 
tee, and  they  voted  together  on  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise. In  1823,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  the  President's  Cabinet,  holding  that  po- 
sition until  March  23,  1829.  During  that  period, 
he  also  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a 
few  months,  and  for  a  time  as  Secretary  of  War. 
In  1829,  he  became  Attorney-General  of  New  Jer- 
sey, in  1832  was  elected  Governor,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate,  severing  his 
connection  with  that  body  May  3,  1842.  His 
death  occurred  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  June  26, 
1842.  When  Vice-president  Tyler  succeeded  to 
the  Presidential  Chair,  Senator  Southard  became 
President  of  the  Senate.  The  degree  of  LL.  D. 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1833.  He  published  "Reports  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,''  "Washington's 
Centennial  Address,"  in  1832,  and  a  "Discourse 
on  William  Wirt."  Another  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  family  was  his  son,  Samuel  Lewis  South- 
ard, who  graduated  from  Princeton  College  in 
1836,  was  a  prominent  minister  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  was  well  known  as  the 
author  of  "The  Mystery  of  Godliness." 

William  B.  Southard  was  the  youngest  of  the 
parental  family  of  four  children,  of  whom  one 
brother,  Lott  Southard,  of  Leadville,  Col.,  is  liv- 
ing. His  mother  dying  when  he  was  very  young, 
William  B.  was  taken  into  the  home  of  a  friend 
named  Blakeman,  although  he  was  not  really 
adopted  by  them.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
five  years  of  age,  and  he  remained  in  the  above- 
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named  family  until  attaining  his  sixteenth  year, 
when,  feeling  able  to  care  for  himself,  he  left  the 
friends  who  had  done  so  much  for  him,  and  went 
to  New  York,  expecting  to  find  employment  as 
clerk  in  a  store.  He  soon  after  visited  his  grand- 
father, who  lived  in  Basking  Ridge,  N.  J.,  and  at 
his  solicitation  entered  an  academy,  where  he  made 
rapid  progress  in  his  studies  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  then  entered  a  store  at  Elizabeth  town,  and 
after  being  thus  employed  for  eighteen  months, 
decided  to  visit  the  friends  and  scenes  of  his 
earher  days,  and  accordingly  returned  to  Clyde, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
in  the  office  of  N.  P.  Colvin  &  Son.  He  attended 
lectures  at  the  Geneva  Medical  College,  and  later 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Univeisity 
of  Buffalo,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1850. 

The  year  that  our  subject  received  his  degree  as 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  he  settled  at  Angola,  Ind., 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  three  years.  He 
then  came  to  Albion,  this  State,  and  after  a  resi- 
dence there  of  five  years,  returned  East  to  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  where  he  remained  for  four  years, 
building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  his  health  suffering  from 
the  excess  of  salt  in  the  atmosphere,  he  decided  to 
return  to  his  Western  home,  and  accordingly^  came 
to  Kalamazoo  and  in  a  short  time  regained  his  us- 
ual sturdy  health. 

Dr.  William  B.  Southard  is  very  prominent  in 
the  medical  fraternity,  and  is  an  active  member, 
and  now  President,  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  order  of  Chosen 
Friends,  where  he  is  Past  Counselor,  Treasurer  and 
Medical  Examiner.  Dr.  Southard  owns  conaider- 
able  real  estate  in  this  locality,  being  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  valuable  farm  three  miles  from  Kalamazoo, 
where  he  has  a  fine  apiary,  to  the  extent  of  sev- 
enty-five to  two  hundred  colonies.  He  is  also  en- 
gaged extensively  in  fruit-growiug,  having  a  fine 
pear,  peach  and  apple  orchard  on  his  farm;  also 
an  excellent  vineyard. 

March  26,  1845,  Miss  Hulda  A.  Jones  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  23,  1826,  and  has  borne  her 
husband  the  following-named  four  children:    Au- 


gusta H,  now  Mrs.  Jolm  C.  Bloom,  of  Kalamazoo 
City;  Mary  E.,  who  married  Dr.  O.  B.Ranney,  also 
of  Kalamazoo  City,  as  is  also  Ida  D.,  Mrs.  John 
McKee,  Jr.  Eugene  C.  was  graduated  from  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  in  1880,  and  is  a  very 
skillful  and  popular  physician  in  this  city. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  attend  the  Baptist 
Church,  where  Mrs.  Southard  is  an  active  member 
of  the  local  societies.  In  early  life  a  Whig,  Dr. 
Southard  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  mass-meeting  at  Jackson,  where  the 
party  was  organized,  "Under  the  Oaks.''  As  a 
physician,  he  is  constant,  patient  and  sympathetic 
and  such  a  mind  as  his,  stored  as  it  is,  and  the 
genial  disposition  and  temperament  which  it  is  his 
fortune  to  possess,  can  only  yield  the  fruits  of  suc- 
cess. 

A  portrait  of  the  Doctor  will  be  noticed  in  con- 
nection with  this  sketch. 


ARK  WORTHINGTON.  Among  the 
prosperous  and  enterprising  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  Kalamazoo  County  we  are 
pleased  to  mention  the  name  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  life  narrative  we  here  give,  and  who 
is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  farm  on  section  22,  School- 
craft Township.  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  is 
the  native  home  of  Mr.  Worthington,  where  he  had 
his  birth  April  14,  1841.  He  is  a  son  of  William 
Worthington,  who  came  from  Yorkshire,  England, 
and  was  born  August  13,  1810.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Mary  Playforth,  born  in  Yorkshire, 
in  1807.  She  bore  her  husband  ten  children,  three 
of  whom  were  born  in  England  before  coming  to 
America.  Five  of  this  number  grew  to  mature 
years.  The  journey  to  this  country  was  made  in 
1836,  and  on  landing,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
rented  a  farm  in  New  York  State,  which  they  op- 
erated until  1842,  at  which  time  they  came  to  this 
county,  locating  at  Vicksburg.  Some  time  later, 
they  located  on  a  farm  in  Brad}^  Township,  where 
he  has  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  fine 
land.  The  father  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church   and  a  member  of  the  Republican    party. 
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having  first  been  connected  with  the  Democracy. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  passed  from  this  life  in 
the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  1858.  Tlie 
father  was  married  to  Phcebe  Carbin,  but  this 
union  has  not  been  blessed  with  any  children. 

When  Mark  Worthington  came  to  Michigan, 
this  place  was  a  vast  wilderness,  with  numer- 
ous wild  and  ferocious  animals.  The  old  primitive 
log  schoolhouse  was  where  he  obtained  his  educa- 
tion, and  to  which  he  had  to  go  three  miles  both 
morning  and  evening.  His  primary  studies  were 
supplemented  by  three  months'  attendance  at  the 
Crawford  High  School. 

When  choosing  an  occupation  for  himself,  Mr. 
Worthington,  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  three  years.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  May  26,  1861, 
joining  Company  C,  Seventieth  New  York  In- 
fantry, and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Staten 
Island.  Owing  to  a  misunderstanding  between 
the  Michigan  officers,  trouble  arose,  and  our  sub- 
ject's company  was  transferred  to  the  Seventieth 
New  York  Regiment,  the  city  of  Paw  Paw  raising 
$1,150  to  pay  their  fare  to  Staten  Island.  The 
regiment  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  in  Virginia 
and  participated  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  later  at 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  where  Mr.  Worthington  re- 
ceived a  slight  wound  on  the  index  finger  of  his 
right  hand.  He  also  took  part  in  the  engagement 
at  Fair  Oaks,  or  Seven  Pines,  June  5,  1862,  and  on 
the  25th  of  that  month  fought  at  Oak  Grove.  At 
the  latter-named  place,  he  of  whom  we  write  was 
wounded  in  the  left  foot  and  was  confined  in  Da- 
vid's Island  Hospital  until  September  18,  1862, 
when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  and  re- 
turned home.  He  is  awarded  a  pension  of  $17  a 
month  on  account  of  the  wound  spoken  of  above 
and  a  sunstroke  which  he  received  August  8, 1861, 
while  marching  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Wash- 
ington. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  on  his  return  from  the  war,  opening 
a  shop  in  Vicksburg,  and  two  years  later  enlarged 
his  building  and  carried  on  an  extensive  business 
until  1882.  He  also  handled  agricultural  imple- 
ments.    In  the  spring  of  1884,  he  located  on  his 


father-in-law's  farm  in  St.  Joseph  County,  which 
he  operated  until  the  spring  of  1889.  On  the 
death  of  that  gentleman,  he  was  appointed  admin- 
istrator of  the  estate.  He  located  upon  his  present 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  in 
1890.  He  has  placed  it  all  under  the  most  excel- 
lent cultivation  with  the  exception  of  three  acres 
which  is  in  timber. 

August  23,  1863,  Mark  Worthington  was  mar- 
ried to  Lucy  C.  Fellows,  who  was  born  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  this  State.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  with 
one  exception,  viz.:  Sarah  M.  (Mrs.  Shaw),  William 
A.,  Oliver  M.,  Herley  M.,  Jennie  L.,  and  John  M. 
Mrs.  Worthington  died  October  29,  1875,  and  two 
3^ears  later  our  subject  was  married  to  Margaret 
Hower,  a  native  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Our  subject  gives  his  attention  to  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  having  his  place  stocked 
with  good  grades  of  cattle  and  sheep.  Mrs.  Worth- 
ington is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
in  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Republican.  His  home 
is  well  and  comfortably  furnished  and  contains  a 
good  library.  In  public  affairs,  he  served  as  Town- 
ship Treasurer,  and  was  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  and  Trustee  of  the  village. 


-^]. 
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p^PHRAIM  WESTBROOK  is  a  representative 
-U)  of  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of 
[r — ^  Kalamazoo  County,  and  has  resided  longer 
in  that  part  of  it  embraced  in  Brady  Township 
than  any  other  living  person.  When  he  came 
here  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  the  Indians 
were  still  in  possession  of  a  good  share  of  this 
section,  and  nature  had  full  sway.  It  has  there- 
fore been  his  privilege  to  watch  the  gradual  re- 
clamation of  the  forests,  swamps  and  openings,  un- 
til to-day  this  is  as  fine  a  farming  country  as  can 
be  found.  Our  subject  has  helped  along  the  good 
work  by  developing  a  choice  farm  and  supplying 
it  with  neat  and  conveniently  arranged  modern  im- 
provements. 

Mr.  Westbrook  was  born  to  a  pioneer  heritage 
in  the  wilds  of  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  where  his 
birth  occurred  June  22,    1820.     His   father,   Peter 
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Westbrook  by  name,  was  an  early  settler  of  that 
county.  He  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  September 
30,  1797,  and  was  of  German  descent.  He  was  bred 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  when  young  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  New  York  State,  where,  in 
1815,  he  married  Miss  Fannie  Marble,  a  native  of 
that  Commonwealth,  born  March  20,  1801.  They 
moved  to  Ohio,  and,  after  living  there  several 
years,  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  the  year  that  it 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  journey  was 
made  by  wagon,  and,  after  their  arrival,  Mr.  West- 
brook  redempted  land  which  formed  a  part  of  the 
Pottawattamie  Indian  Reservation,  and  lay  on 
section  2,  of  Brady  Township.  He  developed  a 
farm  of  ninety  acres,  and  made  it  his  dwelling 
place  until  his  untimely  death,  January  8,  1851, 
deprived  his  community  of  one  who  had  an  admir- 
able record  as  a  practical  pioneer,  and  was  revered 
for  his  worth  as  a  man.  In  politics,  he  was  a 
Democrat;  in  religion,  he  was  a  Methodist,  as  was 
his  wife  also.  She  died  May  15,  1849,  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years.  Five  of  their  eight  children  grew 
to  maturity:  Amanda,  Ephraim,  Benjamin,  Ethan 
and  William. 

Our  subject  was  in  his  seventeenth  year  when  he 
came  to  Brady  Township  with  his  parents.  He 
attended  the  pioneer  district  schools  of  Ohio  be- 
fore coming  here,  and  the  pioneer  school  of  his 
home  district  after  settling  here.  This  was  taught 
m  a  primitive  log  house,  provided  with  slab  ben- 
ches that  were  supported  by  wooden  pins,  and  it  was 
the  first  school  opened  anywhere  near  here.  In  his 
youth  he  teamed  considerably  between  this  point 
and  Detroit,  and  had  to  go  to  Kalamazoo  and 
Battle  Creek  to  do  trading  and  milling.  He  some- 
times went  to  the  latter  place,  twenty-two  miles  dis- 
tant, on  foot  for  groceries.  At  first  there  were 
more  Indians  here  than  whites,  and  they  were  fre- 
quent visitors  at  his  father's.  There  were  a  good 
many  deer  and  some  bears  and  wolves,  the  latter 
occasionally  disturbing  the  slumber  of  the  family 
by  howling  in  the  woods  near  by,  or  in  the  clear- 
ing. Our  subject  knew  how  to  handle  a  rifle  well 
and  many  a  deer  he  has  shot,  besides  killing  one 
bear.  He  worked  out  by  the  month  on  a  farm  and 
in  sawmills  after  he  began  life  on  his  own  account, 
but  he  remained  an  inmate  of  the   parental  home 


until  his  marriage  in  1850.  He  then  bought  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  farmed  it  until 
1869,  when  he  traded  it  for  this  farm  upon  which 
he  is  living  in  Brady  Township.  It  lies  on  section 
1,  and  was  but  half  improved  when  it  came  into 
his  hands.  By  his  well-directed  toil  he  has 
wrought  a  great  change,  whereby  it  has  become  one 
of  the  best  developed  farms  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  log  house  which  stood  on  the  place  when  he 
purchased  it  has  given  way  to  a  neat  and  fine- 
looking  modern  residence,  which  Mr.  Westbrook 
built  in  1880.  He  has  also  erected  a  commodious 
frame  barn,  painting  it  red,  so  that  it  is  a  con- 
spicuous feature  in  the  landscape.  This  was  put 
up  in  1880.  Mr.  Westbrook  devotes  his  farm  to 
general  farming  purposes  and  has  it  well  stocked. 
Sixty  of  its  seventy-nine  acres  are  cleared  and 
under  admirable  tillage. 

The  marriage  cf  Mr.  Westbrook  with  Miss  Jane 
Tando,  January  13,  1850,  has  been  one  of  mutual 
happiness,  and  has  brought  them  six  children,  as 
follows:  Fannie;  Italy,  deceased;  Andrew;  John; 
Jane,  Mrs.  Hubbard;  and  Lucy,  deceased.  Mrs. 
Westbrook  is,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  that  State  January  8,  1834.  Her  father, 
Charles  Tando,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  March 
29,  1804,  and  was  married,  September  13,  1826,  to 
Sally  Trumbull,  who  was  born  March  10,  1806,  in 
the  same  State  as  was  her  husband.  After  their 
marriage,  they  removed  to  Ohio,  where  they  lived 
until  1835,  and  then  settled  in  this  county  on 
section  2,  Brady  Township.  Mr.  Tando  purchased, 
or  pre-empted,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres 
of  the  Indian  Reservation  on  section  2,  Brady 
Township.  He  and  his  family  lived  on  it  three  or 
four  years,  and  then  they  took  up  their  residence 
on  Gourdneck  Prairie,  Schoolcraft  Township.  But 
four  years  later  they  moved  back  here  and  settled 
on  section  3,  where  Mr.  Tando  improved  an  eighty- 
acre  farm.  He  was  a  pioneer  and  did  his  share  in 
the  hard  work  of  redeeming  the  soil.  He  lived  to 
be  seventy-two  years  old,  his  death  occurring  June 
10,  1877.  He  was  a  Democrat  originally,  but  dur- 
ing the  war  became  a  Republican.  His  good  wife 
was  a  Methodist  in  religion.  She  died  May  25, 
1871.  They  reared  seven  children:  Charles, 
Nancy,  Julia,  Jane,  Catherine,  Loren  and  William. 
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Our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  are  universally 
esteemed  for  their  fine  personal  traits  of  character, 
which  have  gained  them  a  warm  place  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  among  whom  they  have  spent 
the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  They  are  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  have  been 
zealous  in  its  upbuilding.  In  political  matters, 
Mr.  Westbrook  gives  undivided  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party. 


,^ILLIAM  W.  SCOTT,  President  of  the  Vil- 
fl  lage  of  Vicksburg,  was  born  in  Racine 
County,  Wis.,  January  30,  1844.  His  an- 
cestors originally  came  from  Scotland,  where  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Scott,  was 
born.  The  grandfather,  John,  Jr.,  w^as  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  was  interested  in 
woolen  manufactories.  He  was  an  instructor  in 
music  on  various  instruments  and  was  leader  in  the 
church  choir  at  Huddersfield,  England,  where  he 
died  when  more  than  seventy  years  old.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  singing,  and  received  a  salary  from 
the  State. 

James  Scott,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  February  20,  1815,  and  en- 
gaged as  a  woolen  manufacturer,  being  foreman  in 
the  large  mills  of  John  Brooks  &  Sons  at  Berry 
Brow,  where  about  two  thousand  hands  were  con- 
stantly employed.  The  firm  is  still  in  active  busi- 
ness and  is  run  under  the  original  name  by  the 
grandsons  of  the  first  proprietors.  James  Scott 
came  to  America  in  April,  1842,  the  voyage  occu- 
pying nine  weeks,  and  after  landing  he  proceeded 
to  Racine,  Wis.,  where  he  entered  Government 
land.  He  spent  about  six  years  in  clearing  the 
farm,  and  afterward  set  up  woolen-mill  machinery 
at  various  places,  later  working  in  woolen  mills. 

In  1857,  James  Scott  bought  woolen  mills  at  On- 
tario, Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  which  he  operated 
until  1874.  From  that  time  until  1882,he  engaged 
in  farming  near  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  after  w^hich  he  lo- 
cated in  Vicksburg  and  lived  retired  until  his  de- 
cease, November  20,  1891.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  and  took  an  active  part 


in  religious  affairs  during  his  entire  life.  Politi- 
cally he  was  first  a  strong  Republican  and  an  Abo- 
litionist. In  1884,  he  joined  the  Prohibition  party 
and  was  a  strong  advocate  of  its  principles  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Woodhed  and  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  in  1820.  She  still  survives  and  makes 
her  home  in  Vicksburg,  where  four  years  ago  she 
and  her  husband  celebrated  their  golden  wedding. 
She  reared  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
Emma,  John  D.,  William  W.,  Helen,  Joseph,  Eliz- 
abeth (deceased),  J.  Walter,  and  Jennie.  William 
W.,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Racine  County, 
Wis.,  as  above  stated,  and  removed  thence  to  Ohio, 
where  he  sojourned  two  years.  He  then  settled  in 
Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  a  student  in 
the  Institute  at  Lagrange  between  the  ages  of  thir- 
teen and  twenty. 

September  20,  1864,  Mr.  Scott  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-second  Indiana 
Infantry,  at  Indianapolis,  as  private  but  was  soon 
elected  First  Duty  Sergeant  and  later  was  elected 
Second  Lieutenant  of  his  company,  which  office 
he  held  at  the  close  of  the  war;  he  was  first  as- 
signed to  the  Twentieth  Corps  under  Gen.  Sherman. 
After  leaving  Atlanta,  he  was  transferred  with  his 
brigade  to  the  Fourth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, under  Gen.  Thomas,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Nashville,  Franklin,  and  other  engage- 
ments. He  was  mostly  engaged  in  detached  duty, 
guiu'ding  railroad  trains  and  hospitals,  and  was 
mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  at  Indianapolis.  As  a 
partial  compensation  for  injuries  received  while  in 
service,  he  was  granted  a  pension  of  $4  per  month. 

While  engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  On- 
tario, Ind.,  Mr.  Scott  studied  dentistry  under  Dr. 
Hampshire,  of  Lagrange,  where  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  1874.  In  April,  1876  he 
removed  to  Vicksburg,  where  he  enjoys  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice  (in  fact,  the  largest  in  Kala- 
mazoo County)  and  is  foremost  among  the  den- 
tists in  this  section  of  the  country.  Dr.  Scott  was 
married,  September  20,  1866,  to  Maria  Decker,  who 
was  born  in  Branch  County,  this  State,  July  22, 
1844,  and  they  have  two  children,  namely:  Clin- 
ton R.,  a  graduate  of  the  dental  department  in  the 
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University  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  now  in  practice  at 
Schoolcraft;  and  Clara  M.,  who  is  at  home. 

The  Doctor  has  a  fine  collection  of  rock  speci- 
mens, collected  from  Yellowstone  Park  and  other 
portions  of  the  United  States.  He  also  has  many 
relics,  among  them  a  flute  used  by  his  grandfather 
and  now  more  than  one  hundred  years  old;  a  large 
collection  of  curious  coins;  a  sword  captured  at  the 
battle  of  Nashville;  and  a  snuff  box  used  by  Gen. 
Francis  Marion  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  where  he  has  been  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent  for  many  years;  he  is  also 
President  of  the  Brady  Township  Sunday-school 
Association. 

Politically,  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican  with  Pro- 
hibition proclivities.  As  President  of  the  village, 
he  adopts  every  measure  calculated  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  people;  he  has  also  served  as  Town- 
ship Clerk  for  a  number  of  years.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  order  of  Maccabees,  and  Post  No. 
220,  G.  A.  R.  As  a  crayon  artist,  he  possesses  con- 
siderable ability,  whicii  he  uses  in  the  interests  of 
the  Sunday-schools  of  this  State  and  Indiana.  Be- 
sides his  comfortable  residence  on  North  Main 
street,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  cooper  shop  in  the  vil- 
lage and  has  a  one-third  interest  in  the  creamery. 
His  life  has  been  such  as  to  bring  to  him  the  full 
confidence  of  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends  and 
with  his  family  he  stands  high  in  social  circles. 


<^  MLLIAM  WICKWIRE,  who  is  a  man  of 
\^//  wealth  and  high  standing  in  his  commun- 
vtW  ity,  is  prominently  known  in  connection 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Kalamazoo 
County  as  the  proprietor  of  a  large  and  hand- 
somely appointed  farm  on  section  8,  Climax  Town- 
ship, which  has  been  improved  by  himself,  and  is 
an  evidence  of  his  executive  ability  and  practical 
intelligence  as  a  farmer. 

Mr.  Wickwire  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  born  in 
the  British  Dominion,  September  26,  1829,  his 
birthplace  lying  just  over  the  line  from  the  State 
of  New  York.     His  father,  John  Wickwire,  was 


born  in  the  county  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1801.  He 
followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  until  he  was 
fifty  years  old,  and  then  farmed  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  his  native  State,  until  his  death  in  his 
seventy-sixth  year.  He  was  a  sound  Methodist  in 
his  religious  views  and  was  very  active  in  the 
church.  In  early  life,  he  was  what  was  called  a 
"Loco-foco"  in  politics,  but  he  afterward  joined  the 
Republicans.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Hodge,  was  born  near  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  in  1800.  She,  too,  was  a  true  Meth- 
odist and  a  good  Christian  woman.  She  departed 
this  life  m  her  fifty-ninth  year.  Eight  of  her  nine 
children  grew  up  and  five  are  yet  living.  The 
names  of  the  entire  nine  are  P:ilen,  James,  Tim- 
othy, William,  Alexander,  Mary  A.,  Catherine, 
Charles  and  Maria,  respectively. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  six  months 
old,  his  parents  returned  to  their  native  State  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  and  there 
his  boyhood  was  spent  in  assisting  his  father  when 
he  became  old  enough  to  be  of  use,  and  in  attending 
the  district  school.     At  the  early  age  of  thirteen 
years,  the   battle  of  life  began  for  him  in  earnest 
and  after  that  he  earned  his  own    living,  workino- 
out  by  the  month  for  |2  a  month  and  board,  his 
father  collecting  his  wages.     He  was  employed  as 
a  laborer  by  the  month  or  year  the  ensuing  four- 
teen years,  and  for  five  years  worked  for  one  man 
steadily.   In  the  fall  of  1854,  he  went  to  Rockford, 
111.,  and  passed  the  following  winter  there,  hiring 
out  to  a  man  to  drill  wells.     After  that,  he  came 
to  Michigan   and  was  engaged  on  a  farm  in  Cal- 
houn County  one  year.     In  1856,  he  came  to  this 
county  and  worked  on  a  farm  here  the  next  three 
years,  and  during  that  time  there  happened  to  him 
perhaps  the  most  important  event  of  his  life,  as  he 
not  only  won  the  favor  of  his  employer,  but  se- 
cured the   heart  and   hand  of  his  employer's  lair 
daughter,  Catherine   R.  Arnold,  to  whom   he  was 
wedded   November    25,  1857.     No  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  but  they  are  rearing  an  adopted 
son,  Charlie    by  name,   upon  whom    they  lavish 
every  possible  c»are  and  kindness. 

Mrs.  Wickwire  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in 
Macomb  County,  March  19,  1839,  a  daughter  of 
one  of  its  earliest  pioneer  families.     Her  parents. 
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Horace  and  Evelina  A.(Purdy)  Arnold,were  natives 
of  New  York,  the  former  born  in  1816  and  the  lat- 
ter in  1821.  Mr.  Arnold  came  to  Michigan  with 
his  father,  Edward  Arnold,  in  1824.  The  latter 
was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Macomb  County,  his 
nearest  neighbor  being  three  miles  away.  Mrs. 
Wickwire's  mother  came  to  Michigan  in  1837  and 
was  married  in  Macomb  County.  She  and  her  hus- 
band reared  five  children,  namely:  Catherine  R., 
Edward,  Olive,  George  and  Mary.  The  Arnolds 
came  to  Kalamazoo  County  in  1853  and  purchased 
a  farm  in  Charleston  Township,  and  after  residing 
there  a  number  of  years  removed  to  Decatur,  Mich., 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  both  dying 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wickwire  was 
Edward  Arnold,  a  farmer,  who  was  born  in  1789, 
in  Massachusetts.  He  became  a  resident  of  New 
York  and  lived  near  Rochester.  In  1824,  he 
brought  his  family  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  in  time  transformed  a  portion  of  the  wilder- 
ness in  Macomb  Couaty  into  a  fair  and  goodly 
farm.  He  lived  to  the  venerable  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.  His  father,  whose  name  was  William, 
was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  was  of  English 
descent.  He  lived  for  a  time  in  Massachusetts, 
whence  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  carried  on 
his  occupation  of  farming  for  many  years.  In  1830, 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  died  here  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five  j^ears. 

Mr.  Wickwire  bought  his  homestead  in  Climax 
Township  in  1859.  Forty  acres  of  it  were  cleared, 
and  there  was  a  log  house  and  a  log  barn  in  the 
shape  of  improvements.  He  has  created  a  wondrous 
change  by  the  force  of  persistent  and  intelligent 
labor,  and  has  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  acres 
of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county,  all 
cleared  except  forty- four  acres.  In  1880,  he  built 
one  of  the  finest  residences  of  the  township,  a  large 
frame  house,  of  a  tasteful  style  of  architecture  and 
well  fitted  up.  He  has  also  a  large  frame  barn  and 
several  smaller  ones  for  various  purposes.  He  car- 
ries Jon  general  farming,  wheat  being  his  principal 
grain  crop,  and  he  raises  standard  horses,  cattle 
and  sheep. 

Our  subject  is  an  excellent  type  of  our  self-made 
men, who,  in  molding  their  own  fortunes,  have  been 


important  agents  in  establishing  Kalamazoo  County 
on  a  firm  basis  of  enduring  prosperity.  He  has 
displayed  throughout  his  career  a  strong  mind,  an 
earnest  purpose,  and  an  unbending  will  in  carry- 
ing out  his  plans,  seconded  by  far-seeing  enterprise 
and  good  business  traits  that  have  been  the  means 
of  acquiring  riches,  which  place  him  among  the 
most  wealthy  men  of  his  community.  For  thirty- 
five  3^ ears  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  Masonic  order  as  a  member  of  the  lodge  at 
Climax.  In  politics,  he  is  a  true  Democrat,  un- 
swerving in  his  fealty  to  his  party. 


«4 


/-vtpj 


•'^<m=^- 


j^pERDINAND  V.  COLLINS,  a  wealthy  pio- 
|-H(g)  neer  farmer  of  Pavilion  Township,  and  one 
[[  of  the  oldest  residents  living  within  its 
borders,  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  stands  among  the  fore- 
most of  the  men  who  have  had  the  making  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  his  home  being  among  the  most 
costly  and  elegant  of  the  country  residences  of 
this  section,  and  his  farm  one  of  the  best  in  its  ap- 
pointments of  any  in  its  vicinity. 

The  town  of  Barre,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  is  the 
native  place  of  our  subject,  and  December  29, 
1827,  the  date  of  his  birth  into  the  household  of 
William  G.  and  Caroline  (Clark)  Collins.  His  fa- 
ther was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  August  8, 
1802;  and  his  mother  in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 14,  1806.  She  lived  to  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-four  years,  dying  January  24,  1891.  She 
was  an  eminently  sensible,  practical  woman,  of  a 
fine  disposition,  and  in  her  religious  views  she  held 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  Universalist  faith.  She  was 
the  mother  of  seven  children:  Huldah  M.,  Ferdi- 
nand v.,  Eliza  A.,  Hoxie  L.,  Benjamin  C,  Janette 
and  Charles  J. 

The  great-great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
on  his  father's  side  came  to  this  country  from  Ire- 
land, and  was  an  early  settler  of  Vermont.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  amid 
the  green  hills  of  that  State,  until  he  was  six  years 
old,  when  the  family  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.  In  later  years  he  married  there,  and  imme- 
diately settled  in   Orleans  County,  which  at  that 
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time  was  nearly  all  wilderness.  He  evolved  a  farm 
from  the  forests,  and  after  living  there  a  few  years, 
took  up  his  residence  in  Wayne  County,  whence  he 
came  to  Michigan  in  1846,  journeying  from  Roches- 
ter to  Buffalo  on  the  Erie  Canal,  from  that  city  to 
Detroit  by  lake,  and  thence  to  Galesburg  on  the 
Michigan  Central  Railway.  He  bought  a  part  of 
the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject,  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  log  house  that  stood  upon  it.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  hardworking  of 
the  pioneers  that  opened  up  this  country,  and  in 
the  years  of  steady  toil  that  followed  his  settle- 
ment here,  he  made  many  valuable  improvements. 
He  has  attained  the  venerable  age  of  nmety  years, 
and  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son, of  whom  we 
write.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  advocate  of 
the  Democratic  party,  in  his  political  views.  He 
has  taken  part  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs,  and  as  Highway  Commissioner  in  by-gone 
years,  he  helped  to  lay  out  and  construct  some  of 
the  roads  made  here  in  early  times. 

Ferdinand  Collins  was  eighteen  years  old  when 
he  came  here  with  his  parents,  forty-five  years  ago. 
He  had  received  his  education  in  the  district  school 
in  his  native  State,  and  after  he  c«ime  here  he  be- 
gan the  hard  work  of  clearing  the  land  and  pre- 
paring it  for  cultivation,  and  was  of  great  assist- 
ance to  his  father  in  the  improvement  of  a  farm. 
He  now  has  three  hundred  acres  of  line  farming 
land,  of  which  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  are 
under  the  best  of  tillage.  The  place  is  well  sup- 
plied with  buildings  for  every  needed  purpose, 
there  being  several  frame  barns,  built  at  different 
times,  and  a  large  brick  residence,  of  a  handsome 
style  of  architecture,  and  fitted  up  with  every  mod- 
ern convenience,  including  a  furnace  to  heat  the 
whole  house.  Our  subject  and  his  son  carry  on  an 
extensive  business  in  mixed  farming,  and  make  a 
specialty  of  fine  wool  sheep  and  Durham  cattle. 

Mr.  Collins  was  married,  December  20,  1857,  to 
Miss  Harriet  Weston,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 
IS'ew  York,  May  13,  1835.  They  have  one  son, 
Willie  L.,  who  married  Miss  Jennie  Milham,  and 
has  one  son.  Glen  T.,  which  makes  four  gen- 
erations living  on  the  farm.  As  one  of  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  the  township  who  has  risen  to  promi- 
nence, not  because  of  his  money,  but  by  the  quiet 


force  of  character  and  native  ability,  our  subject 
wields  a  marked  influence  in  his  township,  and  has 
been  conspicuous  in  the  management  of  public 
affairs  in  various  official  capacities.  He  has  been 
Township  Treasurer  four  times,  was  Township 
Clerk  one  year,  and  Overseer  of  Highways  many 
years.  In  politics,  he  gives  his  fealty  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 


RS.  ABBY  M.  C ADY.  Women  farmers  are 
no  longer  a  rarity  in  our  country,  and  al- 
though they  are  not  as  plentiful  in  the 
older  settled  regions  as  they  are  in  the 
Western  country,  yet  many  of  them  have  proved 
their  efficiency  and  their  ability  to  manage  a  large 
farm  and  to  build  up  a  business  which  is  both 
pleasant  and  profitable  to  the  proprietor.  The 
lady  of  whom  we  now  write,  whose  excellent  farm 
fell  to  her  upon  the  death  of  her  husband,  resides 
upon  section  29,  Portage  -Township,  Kalamazoo 
County. 

Mrs.  Cady  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  and 
Lyons,  Jane  Ann  (Pope)  Mitchell,  her  father  born  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  of  which  place  her  mother 
was  also  a  native.  They  came  West  to  Kalamazoo 
County  during  the  latter  part  of  the  '70s  and  lo- 
cated in  Kalamazoo,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  their  death.  Mrs.  Cady  was  the  eldest  of 
their  children,  her  birth  occurring  in  Lyons,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  7,  1838.  There  she 
grew  to  womanhood  and  was  married,  December 
26,  1854,  to  Edward  P.  Cad}^,  who  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  being  born  April  6,  1834. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cady  continued  to  reside  in  their 
native  county  until  1876,  when,  desiring  to  see 
and  know  something  of  the  Western  country,  they 
came  to  Kalamazoo  and  made  their  home  in  that 
city  Cor  a  year  and  a  half.  Later  they  came  to 
Portage  Township,  where  the  death  of  Mr.  Cady 
occurred  April  28,  1 889.  He  was  a  progressive  and 
wealthy  agriculturist,  and  at  his  decease  left  a  valu- 
able estate  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which 
bore  all  the  improvements  which  best  subserve  the 
interests  of  a  first-class  farmer.  Mrs.  Cady  has 
since  superintended  the  operation  of   the  home- 
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stead  and  has  illustrated  her  talent  as  a  business 
woman. 

Anna  J.  is  the  only  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cady.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Vanderbilt, 
and  makes  her  home  in  this  township.  Mr.  Cady 
was  a  very  prominent  and  influential  citizen,  and 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  number 
of  years.  Socially,  he  was  a  Mason,  standing  high 
in  that  order.  His  death  was  keenly  felt  by  all  his 
friends,  who  were  i:][uite  as  numerous  as  his  ac- 
quaintances. He  was  a  gentleman  who  possessed 
those  traits  of  character  which  make  stanch  adher- 
ents. The  home  farm  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
in  the  county  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to 
place  before  our  readers  a  life  sketch  of  its  enter- 
prising proprietoress,  as  well  as  a  view  of  her  com- 
fortable home. 


LLTOTT  H.  BARKER.  The  village  of 
Vicksburg  is  the  home  of  a  number  of  re- 
tired farmers  who,  after  accumulating  a 
considerable  amount  of  this  world's  goods,  have 
ceased  from  active  labors  and  are  passing  the  de- 
clining years  of  their  lives  surrounded  by  the 
comforts  which  have  resulted  from  their  arduous 
exertions.  Although  still  in  life's  prime,  Mr. 
Barker  is  numbered  among  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Kalamazoo  County  and  has  been  a  witness  of  its 
growth  from  a  sparsely-settled  community  to  one 
of  the  most  highly  cultivated  portions  of  the 
State.  Until  recently,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  at  present  rents  his  land 
and  is  living  retired. 

Elisaph  Barker,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  In 
1843,  he  removed  to  Michigan, locating  in  School- 
craft Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  here  dy- 
ing two  years  later,  when  only  thirty-eight  years 
old.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  an  active  temperance  man,  opposing 
whisky  in  the  days  when  its  use  was  common. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Whig. 

Some  years  prior  to  his  removal   to  this  State, 


Elisaph  Barker  was  married  to  Maria  L.  Nutting, 
who  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  August  28,  1814. 
She  was  deeply  bereaved  by  the  death,  within  two 
years  after  she  settled  in  Michigan,  of  her  hus- 
band and  two  of  her  three  children.  March  20, 
1847,  she  was  married  to  Nelson  Donshee  and 
survived  until  April  27,  1882.  She  was  first  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  in 
1847  united  with  the  Methodist  Church,  with 
which  she  was  afterward  connected.  She  was 
faithful  in  her  attendance  at  church  services,  and 
was  a  loving  wife  and  devoted  mother. 

A  native  of  New  York,  our  subject  was  born  Au- 
gust 4, 1840,  and  was  a  small  child  when  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Michigan.  He  remembers  the  coun- 
try of  that  day,  its  few  settlers,  herds  of  deer,  and 
dense  forests  untouched  by  the  woodman's  axe. 
The  school  which  he  attended  was  held  in  a  log 
building  with  slab  benches  and  an  open  fire-place. 
He  commenced  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen, when  he  secured  employment  by  the  month 
at  a  salary  of  $12,  working  in  that  way  for  six 
years.  He  then  settled  on  a  farm,  which  he 
worked  on  shares  for  one  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1863,  Mr.  Barker  purchased  his 
present  property  and  removed  into  Vicksburg. 
He  owned  eighty  acres,  which  his  mother  had 
bought  for  him  with  means  left  by  his  father, 
and,  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  village,  the 
land  increased  rapidly  in  value.  He  also  pur- 
chased, in  1854,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Brady  Township,  which  he  cleared  from  the  tim- 
ber, and  half  of  which  he  still  owns.  He  was  mar- 
ried, November  10,  1861,  to  Phebe  A.  Clark,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  viz: 
Mary  M.,  who  married  James  Judson,  a  farmer  in 
Schoolcraft  Township;  Charles  R.,  who  is  now 
employed  in  the  insane  asylum  at  Norfolk,  Neb.; 
and  Clara  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

January  31,  1888,  Mr.  Barker  was  united  in 
marriage  with  his  present  amiable  wife,  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Jessie  Ainsworth  and  born  in 
Brady  Township  in  1856.  Mrs.  Barker  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  and  an  active 
worker  for  religious  and  charitable  measures. 
Politically,  Mr.  Baker  is  a  Republican  and  a 
prominent  man  in   local  affairs.     Of  his    original 
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eighty  acres,  he  has  sold  forty  acres  in  town  lots, 
and  now  retains  the  same  amount  in  the  village 
limits.  Besides  this,  he  has  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres  in  Sheridan  County,  Neb.,  and  eighty  acres 
in  Brady  Township,  five  miles  east  of  Yicksburg. 
He  is  well-to-do  and,  while  he  has  been  successful 
financially,  he  has  by  his  honorable  life  also  won 
the  full  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


I  '     I  '  I 
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WILSON,  now  living  in  retirement 
village  of  Climax,  has  been  var- 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Kala- 
County  as  a  practical  farmer,  a  suc- 
cessful hotel-keeper,  and  an  enterprising  dealer  in 
real  estate,  and  he  is  now  numbered  among  its 
moneyed  men.  Mr.  Wilson  was  born  in  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  May  30,  1834.  His  father, 
Cyrus  Wilson,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  May  25,  1802.  His  father, 
Jacob  Wilson,  is  likewise  supposed  to  have  been  a 
native  of  New  York.  His  father  was  scalped  by 
the  Indians  during  the  Mohawk  War,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  his  wife,  who  managed  to  escape  with 
three  children,  traveling  for  three  days  through 
the  forests  in  a  half -starving  condition.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  farmer, 
lived  to  be  seventy  years  old.  He  married  Thank- 
ful Merry,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  they  reared 
three  girls  and  one  boy.  The  grandmother  was  a 
religious  woman,  and  a  Baptist  in  faith. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  the  life 
of  a  farmer,  and  followed  that  occupation  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  for  many  years.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Milliman,  who  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  in  the  town  of  Avon,  September  25,  1804, 
their  marriage  taking  place  February  22,  1820. 
They  came  to  Michigan  in  1862,  and  lived  here 
retired  until  death,  he  dying  March  7,  1872,  and 
she  dying  November  18,  1882,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-eight years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  Wilson  were  the  parents  of 
a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  the  following 
is  the  record:  Rachel  A.  was  born  December  3, 
1820;  Mary  P.,  May  5,  1822;  Lucina,  March  22, 
1824;  J.  Parker,  eJanuary  9,  1826;  Mary   P.,  March 


27,  1828;  Cyrus  C,  February  14,  1830;  Abigail  E., 
February  2,  1832;  John  O.,  May  30,  1834;  Martha 
J.,  June  27,  1836;  Minerva  S.,  August  25,  1838; 
Benjamin  F.,  August  25,  1840;  George  8.,  January 
21,  1843;  Francis  eL,  February  26,  1846;  Sarah  L., 
October  4, 1848.  Seven  of  these  fourteen  children 
are  living. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and 
early  became  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  farm 
work.  His  education  was  obtg,ined  in  the  district 
school.  He  was  only  eleven  years  old  when  he 
began  to  work  for  others  by  the  mcmth,  and  was 
thus  employed  until  he  was  twenty- three  old,  get- 
ting a  small  start  in  that  way.  He  was  married  in 
New  York  in  the  latter  part  of  1857,  and  then 
came  to  Michigan,  arriving  here  with  but  $15  in 
his  possession,  but  he  was  young  and  strong,  en- 
dowed with  a  sound  understanding  and  excellent 
business  traits,  and,  as  he  was  ambitious,  he  was 
sure  to  succeed.  At  first  he  farmed  on  rented 
land  for  some  years,  but,  in  1860,  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  partly  improved  land.  He  soon 
sold  that,  however,  and,  m  1861,  bought  another 
eighty  acres  in  Climax  Township.  Three  years* 
later  he  sold  that  also,  and  removed  to  what  is 
now  known  as  Wilson 's  Corners,  where  he  bought  a 
quarter  of  a  section  of  land,  which  he  subsequently 
disposed  of  at  a  good  advance  on  the  original 
cost,  and,  coming  back  to  this  point,  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twentj'  acres  of  land,  and  then 
bought  a  hotel  in  Climax,  and  for  the  ensuing 
twelve  years  was  engaged  in  its  management, 
making  himself  popular  in  the  capacity  of  "mine 
host."  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  sold 
the  hotel,  and  after  that  did  quite  a  business  in 
buying  and  selling  land. 

Our  subject  has  become  wealthy,  and  has  a  val- 
uable estate.  He  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  9,  Climax  Township,  which 
is  replete  in  all  its  appointments,  besides  valuable 
property  elsewhere.  He  has  lived  in  the  village 
since  1882,  and  has  one  of  its  most  attractive 
homes,  owning  a  large  and  well-built  frame  resi- 
dence, with  tliree  acres  of  ground  attached,  mak- 
ing it  one  of  the  most  pleasant  places  here.  Al- 
though he  has  ostensibly  retired,  still,  he  has  too 
much    business   enterprise  in  him  to  refrain    from 
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business  altogether,  and  he  still  deals  considerably 
in  stock.  He  attributes  his  success  in  life  to  hard 
work  and  excellent  management,  particularly  the 
latter,  as  he  knows  well  how  to  handle  his  affairs 
so  as  to  produce  the  best  results,  being  possessed 
of  rare  judgment,  large  forethought,  and  a  keen 
insight  into  the  best  methods  of  conducting 
money  matters.  He  is  a  sound  Democrat,  keeping 
well  posted  in  political  events,  and  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, having  a  high  opinion  of  his  qualifications, 
have  elected  him  to  office  in  the  township,  but  he 
would  not  accept  the  honor  thrust  upon  him. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  first  married,  December  3,  1857, 
to  Miss  Sai-ah  M.  Hosford.  She  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  October  2,  1835,  and  died 
March  19,  1891,  leaving  behind  a  golden  record 
as  wife,  mother,  and  friend.  There  were  three  chil- 
dren by  that  marriage:  Star,  born  May  4,  1861; 
Willie,  September  9,  1863;  Flora  (Mrs.  Seeley), 
January  20,  1868.  Our  subject  was  married  to 
his  present  amiable  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lizzie 
Caldwell,  January  13,  1892.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  na- 
tive of  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  was  born  April  24, 
1856. 


^OHN  V.    TALLMAN,   the   subject   of   this 
sketch,  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers 


and  stock-raisers  residing  in  Alamo  Town- 
^^^  ship,  Kalamazoo  County.  The  name  of  his 
father  was  James  Tallman,  born  July  27,  1796,  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  He  worked  with  his 
father  until  becoming. of  age.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,  was  a  man  fully  up  to  the 
times  and  prominent  in  church  affairs,  being  a  Pres- 
byterian by  faith.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
married,  in  1820,  to  Elizabeth  Yedder,  she  being 
but  twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. The  father  left  New  York  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1837,  settling  in  Washtenaw  County, 
six  miles  south  of  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  lived  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  moved  to 
Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  settled 
on  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  for  which,  he 
traded  his  New  York  property.  This  was  all  wild 
land,  and  he  erected  a  shanty  about  one   hundred 


rods  west  of  what  is  now  Alamo  Center.  The  fol- 
lowing fall  he  built  a  log  house  and  lived  in  it 
seven  years,  and  this  was  built  near  what  is  now 
Aaron  Tallman 's  place,  where  sometime  later  he 
erected  the  place  now  occupied  by  Aaron.  Mr. 
Tallman  cleared  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
this  land  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  sons. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  James  Tallman,  Sr.,  Aaron 
Vedder,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a 
man  much  esteemed.  James  died  April  26,  1874, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  his 
good  wife  preceding  him  at  the  age  of  sixty-two, 
January  15,  1863.  She  was  a  benevolent,  kind- 
hearted  and  thoughtful  woman  who  was  always 
found  at  the  bedside  of  sick  friends,  and  highly  ap- 
preciated by  all  her  acquaintances.  The  father 
divided  his  property  among  his  children  before 
his  death,  it  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Alamo  Township,  this  county,  eighty 
acres  in  Washtenaw  County  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  in  Jackson  County,  which  he  bought  before 
moving  to  Michigan. 

William  Tallman,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
present  generation,  was  an  extensive  farmer  in 
New  England  his  property  amounting  to  $12,- 
000.  He  was  drowned  at  sea.  The  grandfather 
also  bore  the  cognomen  of  his  father  and  was 
reared  by  one  of  his  aunts.  He  was  married  to 
Esther  Hall,  January  26,  1774,  and  they  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children  and  owned  property  to  the 
amount  of  140,000.  He  acquired  all  of  it  by  his 
own  industry  and  energy,  as  he  did  not  receive 
any  of  his  father's  property.  He  took  up  land  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  immediately  after  his 
marriage,  where  he  lived  until  seventy  years  of 
age,  when  he  moved  to  Ontario  County,  and  resi- 
ded with  one  of  his  sons.  The  Tallman s  are  de- 
scended from  Dr.  Joseph  Tallman,  a  native  of 
Germany,  who  settled  and  practiced  medicine  in 
New  York  City. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  February  12, 
1824,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  to 
Charlotte  Piper,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
Piper,  November  3,  1847.  Six  children  came 
to  bless  their  home,  namely:  Sarah,  born  August 
21, 1848,  married  Cicero  Van  Auken;  she  died  in 
1879,  leaving  two  children.     Horace  J.  born  May 
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13,  1850,  died  April  27,  1873.  Esther  Ellen,  bom 
February  11,  1852,  is  married  to  George  W.  Logan, 
a  farmer  in  Nebraska.  Mary  C,  born  May  31, 
1857,  died  September  17,  1876.  Thomas,  born 
December  28,  1860,  died  in  Infancy.  Our  subject 
built  a  board  shanty  on  his  place  at  first,  which  did 
not  cost  him  over  |25,in  which  he  lived  four  years. 
He  then  built  a  frame  house,  it  being  a  part  of  the 
spacious  residence  now  occupied  by  him.  His 
first  wife  died  October  4,  1885,  and  on  June  28, 
1888,  Mr.  Tallman  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
Lizzie  C.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Ann 
Elizabeth  Miller,  natives  of  Germany.  These  pa- 
rents came  to  this  country  in  1850,  the  mother 
coming  first  and  dying  before  her  husband's  arrival. 
The  farm  of  Mr.  Tallman  consists  of  two  hun- 
dred broad  and  fertile  acres,  all  of  which  are  finely 
improved,  and  on  which  splendid  buildings  are 
erected.  This  splendid  property  is  located  on  sec- 
tions 16,  20  and  21,  Alamo  Township.  When  his 
father  came  here,  he  had  to  cut  a  road  through  the 
woods  in  order  to  get  to  his  propertj^  so  wild  was 
the  country. 


\  OBERT  BAKER.  A  very  prominent  posi- 
if  tion  among  the  business  men  of  Vicksburg 
is  occupied  by  Mr.  Baker,  who  is  a  dealer 
^lin  drugs,  groceries,  wall-paper,  paints, 
crockery  and  glassw^are.  His  two-story  brick 
building  contains  a  complete  stock,  valued  at 
$7,000,  and  he  transacts  a  business  amounting  to 
115,000  per  year.  Since  he  came  to  this  village, 
in  1877,  he  has  been  closely  identified  with  its 
progress,  and  used  every  energy  to  aid  in  its 
development.  Besides  his  business  establishment, 
he  owns  the  foundry  building  near  the  depot  and 
also  his  attractive  frame  residence  on  the  corner  of 
Water  and  Prairie  Streets. 

During  Colonial  times,  members  of  the  Baker 
family  emigrated  from  England  and  settled  in 
Rhode  Island,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Reuben,  was  born.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Quaker  faith  and  followed  farming  pursuits  in 
New  York,  where  he  settled  when  a  young  man. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  about  sixty-five 


years.  One  of  his  six  boys  was  Reuben,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  in  Easton,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1795,  and  who  in  early  life  was  a  shoemaker,  em- 
ploying a  number  of  hands  in  his  shop.  Finally 
he  engaged  in  farming  on  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  which  he  owned,  and  after  passing  his  entire 
life  m  his  native  township,  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  He  was  a  Quaker  and  an  ear- 
nest, sincere  Christian. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
David  Potter,  a  Quaker  of  the  orthodox  branch, 
who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  and  followed  farm- 
ing pursuits  on  his  place  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  attained  to  the  good  old  age  of 
ninet3^-five  years.  The  Potter  family  originated 
in  America  during  Colonial  times,  when  three 
brothers  came  from  England  and  made  settlement 
in  Rhode  Island. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Martha  (Potter) 
Baker,  was  born  in  Grand ville,  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1801,  and  reared  a  family  of  six  children, 
namely:  Mary,  David,  Gideon  R.,  Robert,  Cor- 
delia P.  and  Phebe  A.  She  died  when  forty-five 
years  old. 

Robert  Baker  was  born  in  Easton,  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  6,  1824.  He  attended 
the  district  school,  later  the  State  Normal  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  for  three  terms,  and  taught  school  during 
the  winter  season  from  the  age  of  nineteen  until 
he  was  twenty-three.  After  that  he  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  the  profession  until  1866.  For 
some  time  he  taught  the  new  method  of  local 
geography  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1850  came  West  to  Racine,  Wis.,  where 
he  clerked  in  a  dry-goods  store.  Then  buying  the 
Racine  Academy,  he  conducted  it  for  three  years, 
and  after  he  sold  the  institution  he  became  the 
first  teacher  in  Delavan,  Wis.,  in  the  graded  schools, 
where  he  remained  three  years. 

For  four  years,  Mr.  Baker  taught  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Darien,  Wis.,  where  he  was  the  first 
teacher,  and  afterward  returned  to  Delavan  and 
opened  a  book  and  music  store.  Two  and  one- 
half  months  after  embarking  in  business,  the  block 
in  which  his  store  was  situated  was  burned 
down,  and  he  then  moved  to  Oxford,  Wis., 
where  he  taught  school  and  also  managed  a  farm 
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of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  was  occu- 
pied by  a  tenant.  He  also  owned  eighty  acres  of 
woodland  in  that  section  of  country.  In  the  fall 
of  1865,  he  removed  to  Breedsville,  Mich.,  where 
he  taught  in  the  graded  schools  for  five  terms  and 
also  served  as  Postmaster  from  1866  until  1877,  in 
connection  with  the  management  of  his  general 
mercantile  establishment. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Baker  was  married  to  Lydia  S. 
Conger,  who  was  born  in  Danby,  Vt.,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1828.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
viz.:  George  R.,  a  druggist  in  Chicago;  Etta  M., 
who  married  Marshall  Best,  a  farmer  of  Brady 
Township;  Herbert  G.  and  Herman  D.  (twins),  the 
former  a  druggist  and  the  latter  in  business  with 
his  father.  Mr.  Baker  was  formerly  a  Republican 
but  of  late  years  has  been  independent.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  and  prominent 
in  local  affairs.  He  aided  in  organizing  the  first 
Teachers'  Association  in  Wisconsin,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  president  of  the  Marquette 
County  Teachers'  Association,  holding  a  Normal 
there  each  summer  for  eight  or  nine  years. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Baker  enlisted  in  March, 
1864,  in  Company  D,  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry, which  was  incorporated  with  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland.  The  third  day  after  the  regiment 
reached  Virginia,  they  participated  in  an  engage- 
ment at  Ball's  Bluff,  and  for  two  successive  days 
suffered  defeat.  After  camping  behind  in  trench- 
men  ts  at  Bermuda  Hundred  for  some  time,  they 
marched  to  Petersburg,  where  Mr.  Baker  served  as 
Adjutant  Clerk  and  kept  account  of  the  dead  and 
wounded — a  dangerous  position  when  bullets  and 
shells  were  flying  over  the  field. 

Mr.  Baker  was  promoted  to  headquarters  in  the 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps  under  Gen.  Burnside,  as 
Clerk  in  the  mustering  in  and  cmt  office.  Becom- 
ing ill,  he  was  sent  to  the  general  hospital  at 
Hampton  Roads  m  August,  1864,  and  when  he  left 
in  the  following  November,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  New  York.  His  relatives  failed  to  recog- 
nize him,  as  rheumatism  compelled  him  to  use 
crutches,  and  he  was  reduced  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  to  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds. 
February  17,  1865,  he  returned  to  headquarters, 
but  was  pronounced  unfit  for  duty  on  reaching 


Ft.  Monroe.  Gen.  Butler  then  appointed  him 
Principal  of  a  colored  school  at  Hampton  Roads, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  discharged,  June 
23,  1865. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Baker  was 
almost  helpless  for  some  time,  but  never  applied 
for  a  pension  until  1878,  when  he  made  applica- 
tion and  three  years  later  was  granted  $4  per 
month.  Later  the  pension  was  increased  to  16, 
then  to  112,  and  he  now  receives  $16,  as  a  partial 
compensation  for  loss  of  health  in  the  service  of 
his  country. 


[t~.  OMER  N.  ELWELL,  who  spent  the  open- 
^^^^  ing years  of  his  manhood  at  the  front  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  and  won  a  fine  record  for 
bravery  and  daring  wiiile  helping  fight  his 
country's  battles,  is  an  honor  to  the  citizenship  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  of  which  he  is  a  native.  He 
stands  high  in  her  councils  as  one  of  her  leading 
officials,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
representing  Climax  Township,  and  he  is  classed 
among  her  ablest  farmers. 

Mr.  Elwell  was  born  in  Climax  Township,  May 
10,  1842,  a  son  of  one  of  the  early  settlers,  Nehe- 
miah  Elwell,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  grew  to  man's  estate  on  his  father's 
farm,  adjoining  his,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  having  to  go  through  the  woods  a  dis- 
tance of  two  and  one-half  miles  to  the  primitive 
pioneer  school  that  he  first  attended.  As  the 
country  was  then  quite  wild,  he  often  saw  a  deer 
or  some  wild  turkeys  in  his  walks  to  and  fro.  He 
has  watched  the  development  of  this  region,  and 
has  had  a  hand  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  fine 
condition  as  one  of  the  best  improved  and  richest 
agricultural  centers  of  the  State. 

He  was  scarcely  more  tlian  a  boy  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  August  7,  1862,  he  volunteered  in 
defense  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  E,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  was  mustered  in  at  Kalamazoo.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  formed  part  of  the  Twen- 
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ty- third  Corps.  It  did  signal  service  on  a  raid 
through  Kentuckj^  in  pursuit  of  guerrillas  in  the 
fall  of  1862  and  spring  of  1863,  and  then  was 
stationed  at  Louisville  from  April  until  June,  1863, 
to  guard  prisoners.  After  that,  our  subject  and 
his  comrades  held  fords  and  bridges  at  Tebb's  Bend, 
on  Green  River^  Ky.,  having  a  severe  engagement, 
which  lasted  four  hours,  with  the  noted  rebel 
raider,  Gen.  Morgan,  July  4th,  1863,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  celebrated  raid  into  Indiana  and  Ohio. 
Their  next  move  was  to  East  Tennessee  with  Gen. 
Burnside,  to  take  part  in  the  campaign  that  was 
carried  on  there.  They  were  present  at  the  battles 
of  Kingston  and  Mossy  Creek,  and  the  siege  of 
Knoxvilie. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  the  Twenty-fifth  Michi- 
gan went  with  Gen.  Sherman  on  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  fought  at  Rocky  Face,  Resaca,  Ke- 
nesaw  Mountain,  Nicajack  Creek,  Culp's  Farm, 
Utoy  Creek,  and  at  most  of  the  heavy  fighting 
of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  ending  at  Jonesboro. 
Our  subject  was  in  several  engagements  around 
Atlanta,  and  was  under  fire  most  of  the  time  for 
many  months.  He  displayed  his  coolness  and  un- 
daunted courage  in  the  face  of  danger  at  one  time 
by  volunteering  help,  offering  to  lay  a  pontoon 
bridge  across  the  Chattahoochee  River  in  the  face 
of  heavy  firing  from  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
side.  After  the  Atlanta  campaign,  Mr.  El  well  and 
his  comrades  lay  at  Decatur  one  month,  and  when 
Hood's  army  got  in  their  rear  and  tore  up  the  rail- 
way, they  pursued  the  rebel  leader  to  Atlanta  and 
Dal  ton,  and  thence  into  Alabama,  and  were  then 
sent  to  Gen.  Thomas,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Franklin  and  Nashville,  and  continued  the  pursuit 
of  Gen.  Hood  and  his  men  to  the  Tennessee 
River.  From  there,  in  the  month  of  January,  1865, 
they  were  sent  to  Cincinnati,  whence  they  went 
to  Washington  by  rail;  from  there  to  Ft.  Fisher, 
N.  C,  whence  they  went  on  the  final  campaign  of 
the  war,  going  by  the  way  of  Wilmington  and 
Kingston,  to  Goldsboro,  where  they  joined  Gen. 
Sherman's  command,  and  then  on  to  Raleigh, 
N.  C.  After  the  surrender  of  Johnston,  they  went 
to  Greensboro,  and  from  there  to  Salisbury,  N.  C, 
where  they  were  mustered  out  June  24,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  native  State   aftei-  he   had  left 


the  army,  Mr.  El  well  worked  by  the  month  for 
two  years,  in  Climax  Township,  and  then  spent 
two  or  three  seasons  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
He,  however,  had  more  taste  for  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer,  to  which  he  had  been  bred,  and,  in  1868, 
he  entered  upon  his  career  in  that  line,  buying  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Climax  Township.  He  devotes  it  to  mixed  farm- 
ing, and  has  it  well  stocked  with  good  grades  of 
stock,  including  a  flock  of  fine-wool  sheep.  He  is 
possessed  of  remarkablj^  good  judgment  in  all 
pertaining  to  his  vocation  and  in  business  matters 
in  general,  and  he  has  plenty  of  push  and  enter- 
prise, nor  is  he  lacking  in  other  practical  traits 
that  go  to  make  a  live  man,  strong  in  purpose  and 
act,  and  of  an  honorable,  stable  nature.  These 
characteristics  have  brought  him  prominently  be- 
fore the  public  in  various  responsible  capacities. 
He  was  Tow^nship  Treasurer  three  j^ears.  Clerk  of 
the  Township  nearly  seven  years,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1891,  he  was  elected  Supervisor,  which  oflfice  he 
still  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
at  Climax,  and  also  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Uni- 
ted Workmen  at  that  village.  In  him  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  a  loyal  and  steadfast  supporter. 

Mr.  El  well  was  married,  December  22,  1869,  to 
Miss  Alice  Harvey,  who  is  also  a  native  of  this 
county,  born  on  Grand  Prairie,  in  Kalamazoo 
Township,  April  6,  1849.  She  is  a  true,  womanly 
woman,  of  a  sincere  Christian  character,  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has  been  hallowed 
by  the  birth  of  four  children,  of  whom  these  three 
are  living:  Ruth,  Susan  and  Richard.  Their 
daughter  Bertha  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 
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'^  j^ILLIAM  BAIR,  Vice-President  of  Vicks- 
burgh  Exchange  Bank,  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  prominent  citizens  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  and  is  also  honored  as  one  of  its 
earliest  settlers,  two  alone  surviving  who  resided 
here  prior  to  his  arrival.  The  prosperity  which 
has  rewarded  his  efforts  he  attributes  to  the  exer- 
cise of  perseverance  and  economy,  combined  with 
sound  judgment  in  investments.     When  he  came 
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to  this  county,  he  v/as  only  fourteen  years  oM,and 
his  playmates  were  Indian  children,  with  whom  he 
learned  to  converse  fluently. 

Deer  were  plentiful  in  herds  of  twenty  or  more, 
and  wolves,  bear  and  wild  cats  were  tlie  frequent 
victims  of  the  unerring  rifles  of  our  subject  and 
his  brothers.  All  night  long  they  could  hear  the 
howling  of  the  wolves  near  their  cabin  home  and 
it  was  a  common  custom  to  build  pens  for  the  pur- 
pose of  catching  these  unwelcome  visitors.  The 
winter  following  the  arrival  of  the  Bair  family  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  they  made  their  home  in  a 
rudely  constructed  log  cabin,  until  a  more  substan- 
tial building,  14x14  feet,  was  ready  for  their  occu- 
pancy. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Christopher  Bair,  was 
a  pioneer  in  various  localities  and  a  man  of  sturdy 
integrity  and  upright  life.  He  was  born  in  1769 
in  Pennsylvania  (whither  his  father  emigrated 
from  Germany),  and   served    during  the   War  of 

1812.  He  removed  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  about 

1813,  later  resided  for  a  time  in  Wayne  and  Craw- 
ford Counties,  the  same  State,  and  finally, Novem- 
ber 22,  1828,  made  settlement  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
this  State.  One  year  later,  he  removed  to  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  this  county,  where  he  developed 
a  fine  farm  and  remained  until  his  death  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years.  He  was  a  Jacksonian  Demo- 
crat, and  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  belief. 

The  family  to  which  our  subject  belonged  com- 
prised fourteen  children,  of  whom  thirteen  attained 
to  mature  years  and  two  are  now  living.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Baum,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1776  and  was  of  French 
descent,  the  family  name  being  originally  La  Baum. 
Although  not  a  church  member,  she  was  a  sincere 
Christian  and  lovingly  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
her  husband  and  children.  At  the  age  of  seven tj^- 
three  she  passed  away  and  now  lies  buried  by  the 
side  of  her  husband  in  the  cemetery  at  Harrison 
Corners. 

William  Bair  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
January  15,  1815.  He  retains  a  vivid  recollection 
of  the  journey  from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  which  was 
made  overland  with  an  ox-team  and  occupied 
twenty-two  days.  He  had  attended  school  in  tlie 
Buckeye  State  and  was  a  pupil  in  the  first  school 


ever  held  in  the  county,  in  the  winter  of  1830-{5l. 
Tlie  logs  for  the  building  were  cut  on  Mr.  Bair's 
farm,  and  when  completed  the  schoolhouse  had  a 
puncheon  floor,  an  open  fire-place  with  a  hole  in 
the  roof  to  allow  the  smoke  to  escape,  greased 
paper  for  window  panes  and  a  slab  bench  for  the 
children  to  sit  upon. 

When  his  father  died  our  subject  was  eighteen 
years  old,  and  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the 
other  members  of  the  family  fell  upon  his  should- 
ers. He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
five,  when  he  married  and  settled  on  eighty  acres 
adjoining  the  old  homestead.  Afterward  he  traded 
that  property  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Schoolcraft  Township,  locating  upon  it  April  6, 
1844,  when  twenty  acres  of  the  land  had  been 
broken.  He  still  owns  the  farm,  now  finely  im- 
proved, although  since  1884  he  has  made  his  home 
in  the  village  of  Vicksburg.  There  is  a  fine  frame 
residence  on  the  place  and  seven  or  eight  substan- 
tial barns,  while  the  land  is  highly  cultivated. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  locating  in  Vicks- 
burg, Mr.  Bair  lived  retired  from  business  life,  but 
in  1891  he,  with  several  other  gentlemen,  bought 
the  Exchange  Bank,  which  is  known  as  one  of 
the  solid  institutions  of  the  county  and  of  which 
he  is  Vice-President.  He  and  his  wife  occupy  an 
attractive  and  elegantly  furnished  brick  residence 
on  Main  Street.  They  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  but  as  there  is  no  church  of  that  denomi- 
nation in  Vicksburg  they  are  attendants  at  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  Bair  w^as  married  April  21,  1841,  to  Fannie 
M.  Wallace,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was 
brought  in  infancy  to  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
and  later  to  Michigan  in  1835.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bair 
have  never  had  any  children  of  their  own,  but  have 
reared  from  infancy  four  children,  upon  whom  tlie}^ 
have  bestowed  every  care.  Mr.  Bair  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren,  later  became  a  Free 
Soiler  and  Abolitionist,  and  is  now  a  Republican. 
He  was  one  of  the  constituent  members  at  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Jackson 
in  1856  and  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  na- 
tional issues  and  campaigns.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  he  and  his  wife  spent  a  portion  of  1873  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  passed  the  summer  of    1882 
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in  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.  Thej^  have 
traveled  extensively,  and,  being  keen  observers  of 
the  beauties  of  nature  and  art,  have  acquired  depth 
of  culture  and  broadness  of  views. 

I^IDYMUS  C.  KINNEY.  This  worthy  citizen 
I  Jl  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  Kalamazoo 
J;^  County,  who  has  proved  his  worth  as  a  mem- 
ber of  society  and  as  a  successful  farmer,  is  at  pres- 
ent residing  on  a  valuable  farm  located  on  section 
5.  He  is  the  son  of  Niles  H.  and  Lilly  (Spears)  Kin- 
ney, natives  of  New  York.  They  accompanied  their 
respective  families  fco  Huron  County,  Ohio,  when 
quite  young,  where  they  were  married  and  resided 
until  their  emigration  to  Michigan  early  in  the 
winter  of  1835.  They  at  once  located  in  the 
northern  part  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township  on  sec- 
tion 8,  where  they  made  their  home  until  their 
death,  the  mother  dying  in  1847  and  the  father  in 
1856. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  child  of  the  parental 
family  of  seven.  He  was  born  in  Milan,  then 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  October  11,  1823.  He  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  this 
State  and  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  where  he  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent. He  enjoyed  a  fair  education  in  the  schools 
of  that  period,  and  has  devoted  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  That  he  has 
made  a  success  of  his  calling,  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  he  is  the  possessor  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety-six  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  has  been 
the  result  of  his  persistent  industry  and  good 
judgment.  His  estate  bears  all  the  modern  im- 
provements in  the  way  of  machinery  and  build- 
ings and  is  so  cultivated  as  to  bring  its  owner 
handsome  returns. 

Mr.  Kinney  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Paw  Paw, 
to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cather- 
ine (Bailey)  Webb,  the  date  thereof  being  October 
22,  1855.  Her  parents  came  from  New  York  to 
this  State  in  1851  and  located  in  Washtenaw 
County,  where  they  passed  their  last  days.  Mrs. 
Kinney  was  the  sixth  child  of  her  parent's  family 
of  thirteen,  her  birth  occurring  in  Seneca,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  30,  1833. 


Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  namely:  Sarah,  who  died  in 
infancy;  P\'ank  W.,  who  married  Phebe  Butler,  re- 
sides in  this  township;  Elmer  D.,  who  married 
Addie  Locke  and  died  April  26,  1885;  Charles  is  at 
home.  Mr.  Kinney  has  in  no  wise  been  an  office- 
seeker,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and  attention 
to  cultivating  the  soil,  of  which  he  has  made  a  sig- 
nal success,  being  ranked  among  the  wealthy  and 
prosperous  land-owners  of  this  county.  He  always 
votes  the  Republican  ticket  and  takes  a  warm  in- 
terest in  all  measures  that  will  upbuild  his  com- 
munity. He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views  and, 
socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Mrs.  Kinney  is  a  very  intelligent  and  hospitable 
lady  and  is  well  suited  to  be  the  companion  of  her 
worthy  husband. 


— $~ 


^>^r<m^ 


'^AMES  CLELAND.  This  present  respected 
representative  agriculturist,  on  section  32, 
.^^1  Texas  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  is  a 
^^^  native  of  County  Down,  Ireland,  where  he 
had  his  birth,  February  12,  1824.  He  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Jane  (Tourney)  Cleland,  also  natives 
of  County  Down.  He  made  his  home  with  his 
parents  until  reaching  his  twenty-seventh  year,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  America,  in  the  summer  of 
1851,  and  remained  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  until  1855. 
While  living  at  this  place,  he  was  married,  April 
14,  1853,  to  Sarah  Rea,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
same  place  as  himself,  and  was  born  November  16, 
1830. 

It  was  in  October,  1855,  that  Mr.  Cleland  and 
his  wife  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  took  up 
land  in  Portage  Township.  On  this  place  he  lived 
ten  years,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and  returned 
to  his  native  country  on  a  visit.  He  then  returned 
to  his  farm  and  lived  on  it  about  three  years 
longer,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought  land  in  Texas 
Township,  on  which  he  now  makes  his  home.  Two 
hundred  and  forty-four  acxes  comprise  the  home 
estate,  which  is  handsomely  tilled  and  managed 
and  neat  buildings  are  erected  thereon. 

There  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  six  children,  namely:  Margaret  E. 
(who  is  the  wife  of  L.  A.  Mack),  John  W.,  Anna, 
Samuel  J.,  Lizzie,  and  Rea.  In  politics,  Mr.  Cleland 
casts  his  vote  and  influence  with  tlie  Democracy. 


R.W,  Talbot 
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)  lAL  W.  TALBOT.  Allegan  is  the  home  of 
if  many  enterprising  men  who  are  architects 
and  ^builders,  prominent  among  whom  for 
i^  several  years  was  our  subject,  the  late  Mr. 
Talbot,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this  sketch. 
He  was  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  birth  occurred  in  183  L  His  parents  were  Dr. 
Alvin  and  Paulina  (Hill)  Talbot,  the  father  a  na- 
tive of  Pompey  Hill,  and  the  mother  of  Guilford, 
Conn. 

The  senior  Mr.  Talbot  was  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon, which  profession  be  followed  through  life. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Philadelphia  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  held  many  positions  of  trust  in  his  com- 
munity, being  one  of  the  successful  and  prominent 
physicians  of  the  East.  His  parents,  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Page)  Talbot,  were  natives,  respectively, 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  Samuel  Talbot  was  a 
farmer,  and  came  to  Pompey,  N.  Y.,  where  he  prose- 
cuted his  calling  until  his  death ;  he  was  a  man  of 
wealth,  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  father  of 
Samuel  Talbot  was  Peter  Talbot,  a  native  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  Peter's  father  came  from  England. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  many  of  whom  passed  away  from 
the  busy  scenes  of  earth.  Rial  W.  was  given  a 
good  education  in  the  academy  at  Pompey  Hill, 
N.  Y.,  after  which  he  studied  architecture  in  the 
above-named  city  and  Syracuse.  After  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade,  he  commenced  taking  con- 
tracts for  building,  carrying  on  a  good  business  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  came  West  in  1882,  and  engaged  in 
farming  near  the  village  of  Allegan.  He  also 
owned  property  in  other  portions  of  the  county. 
In  1886,  he  commenced  to  work  at  his  trade  of 
architect  and  builder,  in  partnership  with  Alphonso 
F.  Howe,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  on  another 
page  in  this  volume.  They  took  most  of  the  heavy 
contract  work  in  this  vicinity,  and,  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Talbot,  w^ere  engaged  in  building 
the  High  School,  which  is  the  finest  school  build- 
ing in  the  county. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Talbot  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Minnie,  daughter  of  Dr.  Adams,  a  native  of 
35 


Fabius  Township,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Maude,  Ma- 
mie, Fannie  and  Rexford.  June  3, 1882,  Mrs.  Min- 
nie Talbot  passed  from  earth.  Some  years  after- 
ward, Mr.  Talbot  was  again  married,  August  15, 
1888,  his  wife  being  Miss  Sarah  Harrison,  of  Alle- 
gan. In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Talbot  was 
a  Republican,  believing  the  principles  of  that  party 
best  adapted  to  the  public  progress. 

March  2,  1892,  Mr.  Talbot  had  just  returned 
from  Iowa,  whither  he  had  gone  to  bury  his  sister 
Delia.  On  the  evening  of  that  day,  while  talking 
with  his  wife  about  the  journey,  he  was  suddenly 
stricken  with  apoplexy,  and  passed  away  about  ten 
minutes  afterward,  having  been  unconscious  from 
the  moment  of  the  attack.  The  whole  community 
was  shocked  to  learn  of  his  sudden  decease,  and 
many  expressions  of  sympathy  were  uttered  in  be- 
half of  his  family,  on  whom  the  terrible  bereave- 
ment had  so  suddenly  fallen.  He  had  a  large  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances,  and  no  citizen  of  Allegan  was 
more  beloved  than  he.  His  family  mourn  not  as 
those  without  hope,  but  are  looking  forward  to  a 
happy  reunion  beyond. 


AVID  I.  FRITZ  is  a  gentleman  of  promi- 
nence and  wealth,  residing  on  a  beauiful 
farm  on  section  20,  Wakeshma  Township, 
to  whose  energy,  forethought,  business 
acumen,  and  marked  ability  as  a  farmer,  this  por- 
tion of  Kalamazoo  County  is  greatly  indebted  for 
the  substantial  aid  he  has  afforded  in  developing 
its  rich  agricultural  resources,  and  promoting  its 
welfare  generally. 

Mr.  Fritz  is  of  the  sturdy  pioneer  stock  that  peo- 
pled the  neighboring  State  of  Ohio,  and  is  himself 
a  native  of  that  Commonwealth,  born  in^Colum- 
biana  County,  September  5,  1835.  His  father  was 
the  late  Daniel  Fritz,  who  was  born  in  York  County, 
Pa.,  March  9,  1806,  and  was  of  German  descent. 
He  was  reared  there  on  a  farm.  In  his  youth  he 
began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  hatter,  but  he  never 
completed  his  apprenticeship,  as  he  liked  farming 
better.     He  was  married  to  Esther  Nailor,  who  was 


766 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


also  a  native  of  York  County,  born  in  June,  1810, 
and  reared  there  on  a  farm.  They  spent  the  early 
years  of  their  married  life  amid  the  familiar  scenes 
of  their  birth,  and  then  migrated  to  the  more  newly 
settled  State  of  Ohio,  journeying  over  the  inter- 
vening mountains  with  a  team,  and  being  among 
the  first  to  settle  in  Columbiana  County.  They  re- 
sided there  six  or  seven  years,  and  partially  im- 
proved a  farm.  Their  next  move  was  into  Trum- 
bull County  in  1836,  and  there  Mr.  Fritz  developed 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres.  Eleven 
years  later,  he  made  still  another  move  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  became  a  resident  of  Medina 
County,  locating  on  a  new  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty- four  acres,  which  he  improved  finely. 
He  became  very  prosperous,  and  though  he  began 
life  in  poverty,  he  accumulated  a  handsome  prop- 
erty, consisting  principall}'  of  several  farms  in  Me- 
dina County.  In  1866,  he  came  here  and  lived  re- 
tired until  his  death  at  Fulton,  February  1,  1886, 
at  a  ripe  old  age,  and  all  that  is  mortal  of  him  was 
deposited  in  Center  Cemetery  by  the  side  of  his 
wife,  who  had  died  in  1877. 

Our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  took  a  great  interest  in  it.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  they  reared  these  ten  to  maturity:  Rebecca 
(Mrs.  Crotser),  Samuel,  David  I.,  Frederick,  John, 
Angeline  (Mrs.  Mathes),  Almira  (Mrs.  Lance),  Cath- 
erine (Mrs.  Mathes),  Sarah  (Mrs.  Carr),  Priscilla 
(Mrs.  Lance).  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a  farmer,  born  and  reared  in  York 
County,  Pa.  His  father  was  a  full-blooded  ICnglish- 
man,  native  of  England,  who  came  to  this  country 
some  time  during  the  last  century,  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  drilled  in  the  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing in  the  typical  pioneer  log  schoolhouse.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  began  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  but  after  he  had  worked 
at  it  a  year,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  it  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
he  commenced  life  for  himself,  and  soon  took  a 
wife.  He  worked  out  by  the  month  the  first  year, 
and  then  rented  the  home  farm  four  years.  At  the 
end  of  tliat  time,  he  bought  seventy-one  acres  of 
land  in  Medina  County,  Westfield  Township.     In 


the  spring  of  1865,  he  sold  that  place  in  order  to 
settle  in  Kalamazoo  County.  He  drove  through 
from  Ohio,  arriving  here  April  14,  while  his  fam- 
ily came  by  rail.  He  bought  his  present  farm  in 
Wakeshma  Township,  a  log  house  and  a  log  barn 
constituting  the  chief  improvements  when  it  came 
into  his  possession.  Indeed  this  part  of  the  county 
was  very  little  developed,  and  was  mostly  covered 
with  the  primeval  forests,  in  which  tliere  were 
plenty  of  deer  and  wild  turkey,  and  the  present 
thriving  town  of  Fulton  could  boast  then  of  but 
one  house,  which  was  constructed  of  logs. 

In  the  busy  and  eventful  years  that  followed  his 
settlement  here,  Mr.  Fritz  cleared  and  reclaimed 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  land,  wliich  comprised  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  acres,  of  which  he  recently 
gave  his  son  forty  acres.  He  has  his  farm  fitted 
up  with  all  the  modern  improvements  and  con- 
veniences for  carrying  on  agriculture,  and  he  has 
a  fine  set  of  buildings,  including  a  commodious 
frame  residence  of  a  tasteful  style  of  architecture, 
built  in  1870,  and  a  large  frame  barn.  The  latter  was 
erected  in  1866,  rebuilt  and  made  a  basement  barn 
in  1881.  Mr.  Fritz  has  devoted  himself  to  mixed 
farming,  and  has  raised  a  good  deal  of  stock,  espe- 
cially many  sheep.  He  has  met  with  more  than 
ordinary  success,  accumulating  a  handsome  prop- 
erty, and  is  one  of  the  solid  moneyed  men  of  Kala- 
mazoo County.  Throughout  his  career,  he  has  dis- 
plaj^ed  due  caution  and  care  in  managing  his 
affairs,  and  at  the  same  time  lias  been  bold  and  re- 
solute  in  financial  matters,  his  good  sense,  accurate 
judgment  and  cool  calculation  rarely  leading  him 
astray  in  any  of  his  transactions. 

Our  subject  is  well  endowed  mentally,  is  liberal 
minded,  is  of  a  frank,  generous,  open  nature,  and 
holds  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, his  fellow-citizens  valuing  his  friendship, 
and  always  finding  in  him  a  wise  and  safe  coun- 
selor. They  not  only  have  confidence  in  his  in- 
tegrity, but  in  his  native  ability,  and  they  have 
often  called  him  to  important  oflfices,  which  he  has 
filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  regardless  of  party. 
Three  times  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Kalama- 
zoo County  Board  of  Supervisors,  representing 
Wakeshma  Township  in  the  years  1877,  1880  and 
1881.  Twice  he  has  been  Township  Treasurer,  hold- 
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ing  that  responsible  position  several  years,  the  first 
time  from  1868  to  1877,  and  the  next  time  in  the 
years  1887  and  1888.  For  the  past  two  years,  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Equalization,  and  for 
nine  years  he  has  been  local  School  Director.  His 
social  relations  are  with  the  Masonic  order  at  Ful- 
ton, with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  1868. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and 
was  Master  of  the  Grange  here  until  it  ceased  to 
exist. 

Mr.  Fritz  was  reared  under  the  tenets  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but  ever  since  he  has  had  the 
privilege  of  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage,  he  has 
stood  faithfully  by  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
a  war  record  as  a  member  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guards.  He  was  mustered  into  the  ranks  May  14, 
1864,  was  despatched  with  his  regiment  to  Wash- 
ington, and  he  and  his  comrades  relieved  older 
troops  by  doing  guard  duty  at  Arlington  Heights. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  September  7,  1864, 
having  been  of  good  service  and  shown  excellent 
soldiership.  Mr.  Fritz  and  his  wife  identified 
themselves  with  the  religious  interests  of  the  com- 
munity immediately  after  thej^  came  here,  connect- 
ing themselves  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
they  are  to-day  among  its  most  influential  mem- 
bers. He  is  Steward  of  this  district  now,  and  has 
been  Class-leader  and  Treasurer.  He  has  given 
generously  of  his  means  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
church,  and  in  extending  its  usefulness. 

Mr.  Fritz  was  married  August  5,  1856,  to  Miss 
Mary  Stine.  She  was  born  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  November  17,  1838,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Catherine  (Seaman)  Stine.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  the  father  born  April 
19,  1811,  and  the  mother  June  6,  1812.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  went  to  Ohio  in  1836, 
going  with  a  team  over  the  mountains,  to  develop 
a  farm  in  the  primeval  woods  of  that  State.  He 
improved  a  good-sized  tract  of  land,  but  afterward 
sold  it,  and,  removing  to  Medina  County,  came 
into  possession  of  a  farm  in  that  State.  Later,  Mr. 
Stine  took  up  his  residence  in  Sandusky  County, 
whence  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1867.  He  settled 
in  Wakeshma  Township  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
that  he  bought,  and  here  he  died  March  23,  1890. 
His  wife  is  still  living  in  Kent  County,  this  State. 


She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
the  greater  part  of  her  life,  as  was  also  her  hus- 
band.    In  politics,  he  was  a  Republican. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fritz  have  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Ellen,  wife 
of  John  Goldsmith,  a  farmer  in  Brady  Township; 
Catherine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Usual  Everett,  a  farmer 
of  Wakeshma  Township;  Franklin, a  farmer  in  the 
same  township,  who  married  Miss  Jennie  Crum; 
Sherman,  a  farmer  m  Wakeshma  Township,  who 
married  Miss  Annie  Goldsmith;  Eli,  who  is  man- 
aging the  home  farm,  was  married,  December  27, 
1891,  to  Maud  Woodruff,  of  Leonidas  Township, 
St.  Joseph  County. 


GEORGE  H.  RP:MINGT0N,  the  popular 
Postmaster  of  Bangor,  is  one  of  the  most 
.^_^  active  and  prominent  business  men  of  that 
place,  where  he  bears  the  reputation  of  a  go-ahead, 
enterprising  man,  and  also  has  an  enviable  record 
as  a  brave  soldier  during  the  late  war.  Mr.  Rem- 
ington is  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  in  1848,  but  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Wayne  County,  the  same  Slate.  From 
this  county  he  enlisted  in  1862,  in  Company  B, 
One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  New  York  Infantry, 
serving  throughout  the  entire  war  and  enduring 
the  hardships  and  suffering  of  many  a  hard-fought 
battle.  His  command  was  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  under  Col.  McDougall,  and  fought  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  where  they  were  taken  prisoners, 
through  the  mismanagement  of  Gen.  Miles.  They 
were  afterward  paroled  and  sent  to  Camp  Doug- 
las, at  Chicago,  where  they  remained  ten  months, 
and  where  they  w^ere  exchanged  in  time  to  take  part 
in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  Succeeding  this,  our 
subject  was  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  his 
regiment  participated. 

Mr.  Remington  was  married,  in  1861,  to  IMiss 
Marian  Bixbj^,  and  resided  in  New  York  until 
1873,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Bangor,  and  was 
employed  by  the  Bangor  Furnace  Company,  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  buying  of  wood,  etc.,  for  the 
concern,  and  remaining  with  them  for  fifteen  sue- 
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cessive  years.  He  then  went  into  business  for  him- 
self, but  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  returned  to 
the  furnace  company,  working  for  them  one  year 
longer.  He  then  devoted  his  attention  again  to 
his  store  until  the  election  of  President  Harrison, 
when  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Bangor,  and 
has  since  held  that  position.  He  and  his  wife  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Bert  and  Minnie.  The 
son  is  a  book-keeper  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Remington's 
parents,  William  M.  and  Ann  Jeanette  (Hood)  Rem- 
ington, were  natives  of  New  York,  the  Remington 
family  being  of  English  descent.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Remington  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs  and  in  everything  in  which 
the  welfare  of  his  town  and  count}^  is  concerned. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  at  Ban- 
gor; Council  Lawrence;  Peninsular  Commandery, 
No.  8,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  the  Shrine,  of  Grand 
Rapids. 


"^  OHN  W.  FREE,  Cashier  of  the  Savings  Bank 
of  Paw  Paw,  is  numbered  among  the  most 
prominent  men  of  Southwestern  Michigan^ 
and  his  life  furnishes  an  instance  of  the 
fact  that  industry  and  enterprise,  combined  with 
the  exercise  of  sound  business  judgment,  find  in 
this  section  of  country  a  fitting  arena  for  their  de- 
velopment, and  bring  compensation  in  prosperity, 
if  not  wealth.  Although  a  native  of  this  State,  he 
is  of  English  parentage,  his  father,  John,  having 
been  born  in  England,  April  19,  1815.  His  mother, 
Ann  (Whaley)  Free,  was  born  August  16,  1825,  in 
New  York. 

When  he  was  about  twenty-one,  John  Free,  Sr., 
emigrated  from  his  native  land  to  America,  and 
some  years  later  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Whaley, 
the  wedding  ceremony  being  solemnized  in  Kala- 
mazoo. For  further  reference  to  this  worthy 
couple,  who  are  passing  their  declining  years  in 
Paw  Paw,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  biographical 
sketch  of  John  Free,  which  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 
John  W.  Free  was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  December 


16,  1843,  and  when  three  years  old  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Paw  Paw,  where  he  grew  to  a 
vigorous  manhood.  He  attended  school  until  he 
was  fourteen,  when  he  commenced  to  clerk  in  a 
general  store  for  J.  R.  Foote,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  Later  he  clerked  about 
twelve  years  for  the  firm  of  A.  Sherman  &  Co., 
and  during  that  period  established  a  home  of 
his  own.  He  was  married,  October  18,  1864,  to 
Miss  Arlette  S.,  daughter  of  Abram  M.  and  Sarah 
(Oilman)  Lane,  of  Antwerp  Township,  Van  Buren 
County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Free  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
A.  Lynn,  who  was  born  in  Paw  Paw,  April  9, 
1868,  and  was  graduated  in  the  High  School  when 
eighteen  years  old.  He  then  entered  the  Agricult- 
ural College  at  Lansing,  where  he  continued  for  a 
time,  and  then  entered  the  Michigan  Universit}^ 
in  the  literary  course,  and  later  entered  the  law 
department,  graduating  in  June,  1891.  Afterward 
he  took  a  post-graduate  course  of  one  year  and  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  rare  promise,  to  whose  future  liis 
parents  and  friends  look  with  the  expectation  of 
high  honors  and  influential  positions. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Free  commenced  business  for  him- 
self as  a  hardware  merchant,  which  he  carried  on 
first  in  partnership  with  E.  Martin.  He  bought 
out  his  partner's  interest  in  1883  and  continued 
alone  for  two  years,  when  he  sold  the  business  and 
bought  the  planing  and  sawmill  in  which  he  still 
owns  a  one-half  interest.  His  first  connection 
with  the  savings  bank  was  in  May,  1886,  when  the 
bank  was  organized.  He  then  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Cashier  and  he  still  retains  that  responsible 
position,  besides  being  a  stockholder  in  that  institu- 
tion. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Free  was  origin- 
ally a  Democrat,  but  is  now  identified  with  the 
Prohibition  party.  He  has  served  as  Supervisor 
of  the  township  for  about  three  years,  also  as  Re- 
corder, President  of  the  village  and  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  village.  He  has  been  a 
candidate  for  Representative  on  the  Prohibition 
ticket  a  number  of  times,  and  has  always  made  a 
strong  canvass,  although  with  no  expectation  of 
l)eing   elected.     In   1876,  he  became  a  member  of 
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the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  now  Elder. 
He  has  been  closely  identified  with  Sunday-school 
work,  having  been  Superintendent  since  1877,  and 
President  of  the  County  Sunday-school  Association 
since  1884.  His  estimable  wife  also  finds  a  reli- 
gious home  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
she  is  a  faithful  member  and  active  worker. 


/RANCIS  GAY  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  and  resides  in  Richland  Vil- 
lage, Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  a  native 
of  Somersetshire,  England,  his  birth  occurring 
June  19,  1842.  His  parents,  Isaac  and  Hester 
(Currell)  Gay,  were  also  natives  of  England,  and 
when  our  subject  was  six  years  of  age  emigrated 
to  America,  locating  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. 
They  were  four  weeks  en  route  to  the  New  World, 
having  embarked  at  Liverpool  in  a  sailing  vessel. 
After  remaining  about  five  years  in  the  Empire 
State,  the  elder  Mr.  Gay  came  West  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  and,  locating  in  Richland  Township,  there 
spent  his  last  days,  his  death  occurring  March 
19,  1872.  Mrs.  Gay  survived  her  husband  several 
years,  passing  away  September  2,  1886. 

Our  subject  had  two  brothers  and  a  sister,  James, 
William  and  Rlioda  (Mrs.  Selway).  Francis  aided 
his  father  in  clearing  the  farm  from  the  wilderness 
and  has  done  his  full  share  of  pioneer  work.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  schools  of  that  period, 
and  has  later  been  supplemented  by  a  thorough 
course  of  reading.  He  is  to-day  thoroughly  in- 
formed upon  all  the  current  events,  and  is  an  in- 
teresting conversationalist. 

December  23,  1877,  was  the  date  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Young,  who  was  born 
in  Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  May  18,  1858. 
Mrs.  Gay  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Clark)  Young,  natives  of  England.  The  father 
emigrated  to  the  New  World  about  1850,  the 
mother  joining  him  in  this  country  some  years 
later.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  settled  in  the  woods  in 
Van  Buren  County  and  reared  a  large  family  of 
ten  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  John  Laverty;  Louisa  is  Mrs.  Robert 


Grenough;  Mrs.  Gay  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth;  Susan  married  Mark  Shepherd;  Carrie  is  the 
wife  of  William  Myers;  Lillie  is  Mrs.  William 
Maxon;  George,  Minnie  and  William. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gay  have  had  born  to  them  five 
children,  who  are  named  respect ivel}^:  Isaac,  Ettie, 
Jessie  M.,  Herbert  L.  and  Wayne  E.  The  estate  of 
our  subject  includes  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
which  bear  all  the  improvements  in  the  way  of 
buildings  and  machinery  which  are  to  be  found 
upon  first-class  estates.  He  is  self-made  in  the  cor- 
rect use  of  that  term,  as  his  possessions  are  the  di- 
rect result  of  his  industry  and  good  management. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Prohibitionist  and  is  active  and 
progressive  in  all  beneficial  measures. 


-s^^^s — -o    CT^JL^-*" ^ 

^  OHN  WILSON,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on 
section  8,  Paw  Paw  Township,  served  his 
adopted  country  with  true  patriotism  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  making  a  very  creditable 
record  as  a  valiant  and  capable  soldier.  He  is  of 
English  birth  and  breeding,  born  in  Cambridgeshire, 
October  6,  1842,  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children  of 
Francis  and  Rebecca  (Seakons)  Wilson.  His  father 
was  a  laboring  man.  Four  of  the  family  came  to 
this  country.  William  came  when  our  subject  did, 
and  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Huron  County, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  with  a  wife  and  two 
children;  Francis,  a  successful  farmer  of  Tuscola 
County,  is  married  and  has  four  children;  Eliza- 
beth married  William  Nichols,  and  lives  in  Huron 
County.  Four  of  the  family  are  still  living  in 
Cambridgeshire,  England:  James  and  three  sisters, 
Rebecca,  Margaret  and  Martha.  Rebecca  is  the 
wife  of  George  Kinightel. 

Our  subject  was  a  hard-working  boy,  whose 
chances  for  an  education  were  exceedingl}'^  limited, 
as  he  had  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  early.  He  thus 
became  sturdy  and  self-reliant,  and  was  a  manly, 
active  lad,  when  he  sought  the  United  States  for  a 
broader  field  for  his  energies,  hoping  to  be  better 
paid  for  his  labors  than  in  his  native  land.  He  lo- 
cated in  Wood  County,  Ohio,  and  was  residing 
there  when  he  made  up  his  mind  to  enter  the  army 
to  fight  for  the  Government,  under  whose  institu- 
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tions  he  had  come  to  make  a  home.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Eighty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry  in  1863,  and 
had  a  full  and  bitter  experience  of  a  soldier's  life, 
but  showed  through  it  all  true  valor  and  an  un- 
daunted front  in  the  face  of  the  foe,  and  every  ill 
that  befell  him.  While  taking  part  in  the  pursuit 
of  Morgan,  the  bold  rebel  raider,  he  was  hit  on  the 
cheek  with  a  bullet  from  an  enemy's  rifle.  When 
he  was  on  picket  duty  near  Cumberland  Gap,  he 
was  taken  prisoner  m  the  night,  but  he  managed  to 
effect  his  escape  after  being  held  six  days.  At  one 
time  he  had  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  compli- 
cated with  asthma,  and  was  sick  ten  weeks.  After 
thirteen  months'  hard  service,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  in  1864,  and  is  now  in  receipt  of  a  pen- 
sion of  $12  a  month  as  a  recognition  of  what  he 
did  and  suffered  on  Southern  battlefields. 

Mr.  Wilson  returned  to  Ohio  after  he  retired 
from  the  army,  and  in  the  spring  of  1866  came  to 
Michigan.  He  located  first  in  Van  Buren  County, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Tuscola  County, 
where  he  bought  a  quarter-section  of  land,  upon 
which  he  lived  and  labored  for  nine  years  with  all 
the  zeal  of  a  pioneer.  He  had  cleared  off  sixty  acres, 
had  erected  suitable  buildings,  and  was  very  com- 
fortably situated,  when  the  great  forest  fires  that 
devastated  that  region  nearly  caused  his  ruin,  and 
during  a  whole  week  of  peril  and  suffering,  he 
had  to  fight  the  flames  to  save  his  property,  aided 
by  his  brave  wife.  His  fences  were  burned,  his 
house  caught  fire  three  times,  and  his  barn  twice, 
and  it  was  only  by  the  uttermost  exertions  that 
they  were  saved  from  destruction,  while  forty  acres 
of  the  timber  on  his  place  was  burned.  When  the 
fire  broke  out  near  them,  Mrs.  Wilson  took  the  four 
children,  and,  with  the  flames  shooting  above  their 
heads  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  ran  with  them  for 
shelter  to  a  neighbor's,  and  then  returned  to  as- 
sist her  husband. 

Three  days  after  the  fire,  Mr.  Wilson  gladly  dis- 
posed of  his  property  in  Tuscola  County,  and  re 
turned  to  Van  Buren  County.  He  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  lived  upon  it  a  few  years,  but 
soon  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  the  spring  of 
1886.  he  sold  that  place  and  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Paw  Paw  Township.  This  comprises  eighty 
acres  of  fine  farming  land,  with  an  abundant  sup- 


ply of  pure  well  and  spring  water,  a  good  barn  and 
outbuildings,  and  a  beautiful  location  for  a  house. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  married  in  this  county,  January 
12,  1871,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Moden,  in  whom  he 
had  a  devoted  wife.  She  died  March  9,  1886, 
leaving  four  children,  of  whom  the  following  is 
the  record:  George  E.,  was  born  October  8,  1873; 
Anna  Rebecca,  February  7,  1875;  James  Frederic, 
June  29,  1877;  and  John,  June  19, 1879.  Francis 
Edwin,  the  eldest  child,  died  when  five  months; 
Mary  L.  died  when  ten  months  old.  The  birthplace 
of  all  was  in  Tuscola  County.  Our  subject  was 
married  to  his  present  amiable  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Ellen  Hymes,  March  9, 1888.  She  was  born  in  Porter 
Township,  August  31,  1863,  and  is  descended  from 
some  of  the  original  pioneer  stock  of  Van  Buren 
County.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Melissa 
(Stillwell)  Hymes,  natives,  respectively,  of  New 
York  and  Porter  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  Wil- 
son is  as  stanch  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party  as  in  the  days  when  he  helped  to  make  its 
policy  triumphant  on  the  battlefields  of  the  South. 
His  worth  as  a  solid,  reliable  citizen  has  also  been 
proven  since  those  trying  days,  by  his  work  as  a 
practical  farmer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  does  all  that  he  can  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  Post  with  which  he  is 
connected. 


SIMORY  S.  BRIGGS,  member  of  the  firm 
J^  of  Briggs  &  Co.,  of  Paw  Paw,  was  born  in 
Arlington  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
this  State,  Januarj^  30,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of 
Emory  O.  and  Susan  (Stanley)  Briggs,  natives  of 
New  York.  His  father,  who  was  a  prominent 
farmer,  was  also  the  owner  of  extensive  milling 
property  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business. 
About  1866,  he  removed  to  Paw  Paw,  where  he 
accepted  the  position  of  Cashier  of  the  First  Nat- 
ional Bank  and  attained  prominence  among  his 
fellow-citizens  as  a  man  of  the  utmost  probity  and 
great  enterprise. 

The  life  of  Emory  O.  Briggs  affords  another 
illustration  of  the  power  of  energy  and  integrity 
to  overcome  poverty  and  adverse  circumstances. 
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When  he  and  his  brother  moved  from  New  York 
to  Michigan,  they  were  almost  penniless,  their 
only  possession  being  a  horse  which  they  owned 
in  partnership.  B^^  the  exercise  of  shrewd  judg- 
ment, he  became  well-to-do  and  at  his  death, 
February  14,  1885,  left  a  competency  to  his  fam- 
ily. In  political  circles,  he  was  well  known  as 
an  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  which  he  served  in  various  official  positions. 
For  many  years  he  was  Supervisor,  and  was  also 
Treasurer  and  Register  of  Deeds  for  two  terms. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  six 
children.  His  sister  Hattie  married  Charles  Hog- 
mire  and  lives  in  Edwardsburg,  this  State,  where 
he  is  engaged  as  a  manufacturer  of  fanning  mills. 
Mattie  was  twice  married  and  by  her  first  union 
became  the  mother  of  one  son,  E.  O.  Nash.  She  is 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Beatley,  a  traveling  sales- 
man of  Jacksonville,  111.  George  A.  was  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Paw  Paw  High  School  and  completed 
the  course  in  the  literary  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  1876.  For  one  year  he 
was  Superintendent  of  the  Paw  Paw  High  School, 
after  which  he  visited  Europe  and  took  a  literary 
and  scientific  course  at  Leipsic.  After  traveling 
extensively  over  the  Continent,  he  returned  to 
Paw  Paw,  and  accepted  the  position  of  Superin- 
tendent of  the  city  schools.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  he  resigned  his  position  and  entered  the 
mercantile  business  in  Marcellus.  He  afterward 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Paw  Paw,  where  he  died 
December  13,  1881. 

The  best  advantages  of  the  schools  of  Paw  Paw 
were  offered  our  subject,  who  completed  the  course 
of  study  here  as  far  as  the  senior  year,  when  he 
entered  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing.  One 
year  later,  his  school  studies  were  ended  by  the 
death  of  his  brother,  George  A.,  after  which  he 
returned  home  and  took  charge  of  the  mill,  in 
which  he  owns  one  half  interest.  He  was  married 
May  2,  1888,  to  Miss  Mabel,  daughter  of  Emanuel 
and  Lurilla  (Field)  Neff. 

Mrs.  Biiggs  was  born  in  Buffalo, N.  Y.,  April  17, 
1865,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  residing 
in  Paw  Paw.  One  child  has  been  granted  to  Mr. 
Briggs  and  his  estimable  wife — Carrie,  who  was 
born  July  31,  1889.     In  his  political  affiliations,  he 


is  a  strong  Democrat  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Paw  Paw.  A  man  of  force 
of  character  and  strength  of  mind,  he  is  influential 
m  the  business  circles  of  this  section  of  country, 
and  his  opinion  has  considerable  weight  in  the 
community. 


^\  OHN  RINFl.  This  prominent  member  of  the 
farming  communit}'  is  at  present  residing 
,  on  his  excellent  farm  located  on  sec- 
'  tion  24,  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  was  born  in  what  was  then  Un- 
ion County,  Pa.,  but  which  was  afterward  di- 
vided and  is  now  Snyder  County,  October  31, 
1830.  He  spent  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life 
in  his  native  county  and  then  came  West  to  Ohio, 
spending  the  succeeding  five  years  in  Sandusky 
and  Seneca  Counties,  where  he  was  employed  at 
his  trade  of  a  carpenter. 

On  leaving  the  Buckeye  State,  John  Rine  went 
to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  for  about  ten  years.  Selling  out  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  he  came  to  Joseph  County,  this 
State,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Park 
Township.  He  made  his  home  there  for  eight 
years  and  then  came  to  his  present  abiding-place, 
where  he  owns  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  is  under  good  tillage. 

John  Rine  was  married  in  Snyder  County,  Pa., 
Feb.  23,  1854,  to  Matilda  Arbogast,  who  was  a 
native  of  that  county.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  died 
in  infancy.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Allen  Welthy; 
George  died,  aged  twenty-four  years;  Catherine  is 
the  wife  of  Jerome  Eastman ;  Elizabeth  died  when 
in  her  second  year  and  Margaret  is  Mrs.  Firman 
Chapin. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  held  many  of  the 
minor  offices  of  his  township  and  in  politics  votes 
the  Republican  ticket.  Mrs.  Rine  died  in  School- 
craft Township,  February  12, 1885.  With  her  hus- 
band, she  was  a  devoted  and  conscientious  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Our  subject  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Allegan 
County,  and  one  hundred   and  eighty-four  acres 
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in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  life  and  is  ranked  among  the  wealthy  citizens 
of  Kalamazoo  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Rine,  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and  passed  his  last  days  in 
Snyder  County.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother 
was  Elizabeth  Walter,  who  was  also  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Conrad 
Walter,  a  Lutheran  clergyman.  The  parental  family 
consisted  of  four  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom 
John  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Mrs.  John 
Rine's  father,  John  Arbogast  and  her  mother,  Sarah 
(Reimstone)  Arbogast,  lived  and  died  in  Snyder 
County,  Pa.  Mr.  Rine,  who  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  his  community,  is  also  classed 
among  its  liberal  and  respected  citizens  and  we 
are  pleased  to  be  able  to  place  his  sketch  in  the 
hands  of  our  readers. 


*■    ^   ^- 


E^ 


\l^  ANNIBAL  M.  MARSHALL,  a  dealer  in 
^'  general  merchandise  at  Lawrence,  Van- 
Buren  County,  was  born  at  Antwerp,  Jeff- 
erson County,  N.  Y.,  on  February  22, 1835. 
He  is  a  son  of  Nelson  and  Elvira  (Gibbs)  Mar- 
shall, both  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was 
of  Scotch,  and  the  mother  of  German,  ancestry. 
The  year  our  subject  was  born,  they  moved  to  Oak- 
land County,  Mich.,  and  lived  there  three  years 
when  they  bought  land  that  had  been  entered  by 
our  subject's  maternal  grandfather.  Dexter  Gibbs, 
in  Lawrence  Township.  Our  subject's  brother, 
Jerome  B.,  still  owns  a  part  of  the  original  one 
hundred  a  ad  sixty  acres. 

Hannibal  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  four  child- 
ren, all  still  living,  the  others  being  Jerome  B., 
Isabelle,  Walbridge  and  Adelaide.  Our  subject 
received  a  good  education  at  Lawrence,  walking  to 
and  from  school  a  distance  of  two  miles.  He  com- 
menced teaching  before  he  was  twenty.  He  was 
so  successful  with  his  school  two  winters  that  he 
was  offered  the  same  place  again.  Being  some- 
what of  a  natural  musician,  he  used  to  play  the 
violin  at  parties,  at  which  he  earned  over  1500. 
He  went  into  the  sawmill  business  after  teaching, 


and  followed  that  for  two  years  and,  in  1859,  be- 
gan to  clerk  for  Dr.  Rowe.  After  clerking  about 
six  months,  on  December  31,  1859,  the  store  was 
burned  and  soon  after  our  subject  bought  out  the 
Doctor  and  began  the  business  for  himself,  paying 
$500  and  giving  a  mortgage  for  $1,300.  In  this 
business  he  has  been  very  prosperous  and  in  1874 
erected  a  large  brick  store  of  three  stories,  known 
as  the  Marshall  Building.  In  1875,  he  built  his 
present  fine  residence,  which  is  of  the  most  modern 
architecture. 

October  11,  1860,  is  the  date  on  which  Mr.  Mar- 
shall took  as  his  wife  Dorleski  L.  Goodenough,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Laura  (Tryon)  Goodenough. 
She  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 25,  1834.  By  this  union  two  sons  have  been 
born:  Charles  C,  who  is  married  and  clerks  for  his 
father,  and  Clarence  H.,  who  resides  in  Denver, 
Col.  Mr.  Marshall  is  a  Republican  in  polities  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  and  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  been 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  Lawrence.  He  was  elected 
County  Clerk  in  1876,  and  served  one  term,  when 
he  found  he  could  not  afford  to  leave  his  business. 
He  has  also  been  delegate  to  County  and  State 
Conventions  and  took  part  in  the  convention 
which  nominated  Gen.  Alger  for  Governor.  The 
Masonic  order  matriculated  him  in  1874  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Chapter  and  Council. 


-^ 


^jl  RVIN  OLIN,  a  prominent  and  representa- 
@/lJ||  tive  citizen  of  Kalamazoo  County,  is  a 
resident  on  section  36,  of  Richland  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  March  25,  1842,  and  a  son  of  Heman 
and  Perces  (Tuttle)  Olin,  who  were  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  New  York  respectively.  The  Olin  fam- 
ily is  of  Welsh  descent  and  the  great-grandfather 
is  thought  to  have  been  a  Revolutionary  soldier; 
the  grandfather  Tuttle  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812, 

He  of  whom  we  write  this  brief  life  record  was 
reared  in  his  native  State  and  when  quite  young 
became  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  receiving  his 
limited  schooling  in  New  York   State.     In  1860, 
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with  his  parents,  he  emigrated  to  this  county  and 
State  and  for  a  short  time  resided  in  Ross  Town- 
ship after  which  he  came  to  Richland  Township 
where  he  purchased  his  present  land.  His  father 
and  mother  both  passed  their  last  days  here  and 
were  the  pai*ents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  the 
following  survive:  Cordelia,  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Doan;  Jonathan,  Hiram,  and  Mary,  wife  of 
Isaac  Carson. 

The  marriage  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  took  place  December  19,  1857,  at  the  home  of 
the  bride's  sister  in  Portage  County,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Olin  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Thompson 
and  was  born  October  3,  1842.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Thompson,  born  in  Scotland. 
They  came  to  Ohio  in  1826,  and  both  died  in  that 
State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olin  have  been  born  two 
children :  Helen  and  Gertrude,  to  whom  they  have 
given  good  educational  advantages.  Our  subject 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  affairs  and  has  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  by  the  gift  of  the 
office  of  Township  Treasurer.  He  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  move  in  the  best  circles  in  the  com- 
munity and  are  liked  by  everyone.  Mr.  Olin  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  Peninsular 
Commandery  No.  8,  at  Kalamazoo. 

The  fine  farm  on  which  this  gentleman  resides 
is  composed  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres 
which  he  has  under  the  very  best  cultivation  and 
on  which  mixed  farming  is  successfully  conducted. 


ON.  FOSTER  PRATT,  M.  D.,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  occupies  a  leading 
^  position  among  the  medical  fraternity  of 
the  State.  For  many  years,  his  home  has  been  in 
Kalamazoo  and  during  the  period  of  his  residence 
here,  he  has  served  the  city  as  Mayor  and  in  other 
official  capacities  of  honor.  The  present  effective 
system  of  sewerage  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts 
while  serving  as  Commissioner  of  Sewers  for  three 
years,  and  is  not  the  least  of  his  services  in  behalf 
of  his  fellow-townsmen. 
An  able   contributor   to    medical   journals  and 


local  papers,  the  Doctor  has  exerted  a  wide  influ- 
ence through  his  forcible  depth  of  thought  and 
pleasing  style  of  expression.  In  1882,  he  wrote  a 
very  elaborate  and  exhaustive  review  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  tenth  census  relating  to  criminals,  pau- 
pers, insane,  idiots,  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb.  In 
the  paper  he  advocated  the  idea  of  which  he  was 
the  pioneer — viz:  the  restriction  of  the  indiscrim- 
inate emigration  to  the  United  States  of  obi'ection- 
able  persons,  or  those  having  a  tendency  to  debase 
society  and  produce  criminals. 

Two  years  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  three  brothers  came  to  America,  two  of 
whom  settled  in  New  England  and  the  third  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  they  became  the  founders  of 
the  Pratt  family  in  this  country.  They  were  of 
English  and  Welsh  extraction.  Rev.  Bartholomew 
F.  Pratt,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  eighth  gen- 
eration in  descent  from  the  original  representatives 
in  the  United  States  and  was  a  minister  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  Susan  (IVfcNair)  Pratt,  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
and  the  daughter  of  Judge  Hugh  McNair,  a  sur- 
veyor and  civil  engineer.  About  the  year  1818, 
he  was  made  Clerk  of  Ontario  County,  at  a  time 
when  it  included  a  large  extent  of  territory,  and 
he  also  surveyed  many  of  the  lands  in  Central  and 
Western  New  York.  Mrs.  Susan  Pratt  died  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  near  the  old  Indian  town 
of  Painted  Post,  while  her  husband  passed  away  in 
Kalamazoo  at  the  residence  of  our  subject. 

The  Doctor,  whose  portrait  and  biography  we 
herewith  present,  is  the  only  survivor  among  three 
children,  his  two  sisters  being  deceased.  He  was 
born  in  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1823,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  there 
and  in  Wayne,  Yates  and  Steuben  Counties. 
After  completing  the  course  of  study  in  Franklin 
Academy,  at  Prattsburg,  he  entered  the  College 
Institute  on  the  west  shore  of  Seneca  Lake,  Yates 
County.  He  then  became  Principal  of  Angelica 
Academy  and  held  the  position  until  he  was  .  com- 
pelled to  leave  on  account  of  sickness. 

In  the  spring  of  1844,  our  subject  went  to  Vir- 
ginia to  take  charge  of  a  private  school  in  Hamp- 
shire County  and,  while   there,  studied  medicine 
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with  Dr.  A.  J.  Sangster.  He  afterward  spent  two 
years  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1849.  He  then  returned  to  Virginia  and 
in  the  following  fall  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  L. 
Gamble,  of  Moorefield,  Hardy  County,  W.  Va.  Mrs. 
Pratt  is  the  daughter  of  James  Gamble,  who  for 
thirty  years  was  Clerk  of  Hardy  County. 

The  Doctor  continued  to  practice  in  the  old 
Dominion  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  Kala- 
mazoo and  has  since  been  in  charge  of  an  exten- 
sive and  lucrative  practice.  Two  years  after  loca- 
ting here,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  in  which  he  served  with  dis- 
tinguished ability.  At  the  opening  of  the  late 
war,  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Thirteenth 
Michigan  Infantry,  with  which  he  remained  nearly 
four  years,  his  regiment  being  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  Southwest  and  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  in  1862,  also  the  engagements 
of  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Look- 
out Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  and  the  march  to 
the  sea  with  Gen.  Sherman.  He  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Joseph  Johnson,  after  which 
he  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washing- 
ton. 

Dr.  Pratt  was  Chairman  of  the  State  Central 
Committee  for  four  years;  was  district  delegate 
to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  New 
York,  in  1868;  at  Baltimore  in  1872;  and  dele- 
gate-at-large  at  Cincinnati  in  1880.  For  two 
years  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  President  of  the  State  Medical  Society  two 
years;  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion for  twenty  years;  and  President  of  the  local 
Medical  Society.  Since  1887,  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  pension  examining  board,  of  Kalamazoo. 
In  1871,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Kal- 
amazoo, where  he  was  effective  in  introducing 
many  needed  reforms  in  municipial  legislation. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Insane  Asylum  in  1882,  and  is  now  its  Pres- 
ident.^ 

As  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  Dr.  Pratt 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  where  his 
choice  diction  as  a  writer  and  rare  eloquence  as  a 
speaker  have  been  made  effective.     While   Secre- 


tary of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  he  was  the 
author  of  the  present  code  of  Masonic  laws  for 
the  Michigan  jurisdiction,  a  task  requiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  fraternity,  as  well  as  a 
perfect  familiarity  with  its  characteristic  jurispru* 
dence. 


jf?  UTHER  HUBBARD,  who  resides  on  a  fine 
ll  (^  farm  on  section  25,  Antwerp  Township, 
'l^\\  Van  Buren  County,  came  to  this  State 
with  his  father  in  1840,  and  has  witnessed  the  won- 
derful growth  and  progress  of  this  section  of  the 
country  from  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness  to  a 
State  second  to  none  in  the  Union  in  its  fertility 
of  soil  and  enterprise  of  its  people.  Mr.  Hubbard 
is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  August  18,  1831.  His  father,  Roswell  Hub- 
bard, who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  ship- 
builder by  trade,  was  married  in  that  State  to 
Emily  Bell.  He  removed  from  his  native  State  to 
Ohio  in  1815,  where  he  resided  until  1840,  at 
that  time  comihg  to  Michigan  and  buying  a  large 
tract  of  land,  which  he  farmed  quite  extensively 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  then  sold  his  place  and, 
going  to  Indiana,  located  near  South  Bend,  where 
he  bought  land  and  farmed  for  several  years. 
Once  more  he  came  to  Michigan,  removing  after- 
ward to  Iowa,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in 
1866.  His  wife  died  in  1852.  This  couple  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  five  are  now  living:  Horace  J. ; 
Roswell,  Jr.;  Eliza, George  W.  and  Luther.  Those 
deceased  were:  Polly  A.,  William  and  Julia  A. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  and  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Minerva 
Bell,  who  died  in  1854.  One  son,  William,  was 
born  to  them,  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Hubbard 
was  afterward  married,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Amelia 
Murray,  and  of  this  union  six  children  were  born, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  G.,  Orin  W., 
Eleanor  N.  and  John.  Minnie  B.  and  Cora  are  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Hubbard  died  in  1873  and  our  sub- 
ject was  married  to  his  present  wife,  April  4,  1875. 
She  was  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Hosner,  the  widow  of 
Philander  Hosner,  and  the  mother  of  two  children, 
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Patrick  and  Roswell.  Mr.  Hosner  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  died  in  1873.  Mrs.  Hubbard 
is  a  daughter  of  Jane  and  Hannah  (Remsey)  Grif- 
fin, natives  of  Ireland.  When  she  was  quite 
young,  her  parents  went,  in  1841,  from  Ireland  to 
Australia.  The  first  vessel  they  sailed  on  was  the 
"Sir  Robert  Peel ;' '  from  Australia  to  Van  Dieman's 
Land  they  sailed  on  the  "Laura  Briggs"  and  from 
there  back  to  Australia  on  the  "Blue  Border." 
The  father  died  on  the  vessel  "Great  Britain" 
and  was  buried  at  Williamstown,  Australia,  in 
1854.  The  family  came  from  Liverpool  to  Phil- 
adelphia on  the  "Westmoreland."  The  mother 
died  in  1864.  Mrs.  Hubbard  was  born  in  New 
Bedford,  Ireland,  October  4,  1841.  Mr.  Hubbard 
has  a  fine  farm,  well  improved,  and  is  an  industrious 
man. 


WIOHN  M.  VANAUKEN.  To  the  energetic 
labors,  business  acumen,  thrift  and  foresight 
of  John  M.  Van  Auken  and  his  fellow-pio- 
neers. Van  Buren  County  is  greatly  indebted 
for  its  high  state  of  development  and  substantial 
prosperity.  Our  subject's  name  is  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  rise  and  progress  of  Bangor  Town- 
ship as  one  of  its  early  settlers  and  most  successful 
farmers  and  stock-raisers,  whose  farm,  literally 
hewed  out  of  the  forests,  is  a  finely  improved  and 
valuable  estate  and  beautiful  home. 

The  town  of  Knox,  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  is 
tlie  birthplace  of  our  subject,  and  there  he  was 
born  March  3,  1816,  into  the  household  of  Aaron 
and  Delena  (Sperbcck)  Van  Auken,  one  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children.  His  parents  were  both  na- 
tives of  New  York,  his  father  descended  from  an  old 
Dutch  family,  and  his  mother  of  German  descent. 
When  their  son  John  was  young,  they  removed  to 
Montgomery  County  in  the  same  State,  and  sub- 
sequently settled  in  Wayne  County,  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old.  There  as  the  years  rolled  by,  his 
character  was  molded  and  strengthened  for  the 
work  he  was  to  perform  in  the  future  as  a  practical, 
wide-awake  pioneer,  in  helping  to  transform  a  vast 
wilderness  in  a  newly  settled  country  into  a  well- 
improved  farming  region,  and   in  the  spring  of 


1833  he  left  the  parental  home,  a  courageous,  manly 
youth  of  seventeen,  to  tiy  his  fortunes  elsewhere. 
He  continued  to  live  and  labor  in  his  native  State 
until  the  spring  of  1846,  frugally  saving  his  earn 
ings,  and  he  then  came  to  Michigan,  as  he  wisely 
foresaw  that  he  could  make  his  money  and  labor 
count  for  more  on  this  rich  virgin  soil,  when  once 
he  had  cleared  a  farm,  than  he  could  in  New  York. 
He  immediately  invested  in  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  timber  on  section  33,  Ban- 
gor Township,  and  from  that  time  to  this  has  been 
numbered  among  our  best  citizens  in  Van  Buren 
County.  With  characteristic  energy,  he  set  about 
felling  the  forest  growth,  placing  the  ground  under 
cultivation  after  the  methods  best  adapted  to  its 
condition,  and  erecting  a  fine  class  of  buildings, 
and  his  farm  now  stands  among  the  best  within  a 
radius  of  many  miles.  It  is  advantageously  lo- 
cated a  short  distance  from  McDonald,  and  is  in 
all  respects  an  attractive  place.  Mr.  Van  Auken 
has  devoted  it  to  general  farming,  and  besides  cul- 
tivating grain  and  other  produce,  has  raised  much 
choice  stock, having  a  high  reputation  for  his  fine 
and  well-kept  cattle. 

Mr.  Van  Auken  was  married,  in  1840  to  Miss 
Phebe  A.  Dawley,  a  native  of  the  town  of  Lyons, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  her  parents  also  being  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  State.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  our  subject  by  this  marriage,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  John  L.,  a  resident  of  Bangor; 
M.  Jane,  wife  of  Anson  Goss;  Caroline,  now  de- 
ceased; Phebe,  wife  of  Stephen  Stowe.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  November,  1856, 
leaving  behind  her  a  record  of  true  devotion  as  wife, 
mother,  and  friend.  In  1860,  Mr.  Van  Auken  was 
a  second  time  married,  taking  as  his  wife  Mrs.  D. 
J.  Northrop,  nee  Kingston,  a  native  of  Jelferson 
County,  N.Y.  She  was  a  most  estimable  woman, 
and  her  death,  April  22,  1869,  left  a  sad  vacancy 
in  her  husband's  household,  Mrs,  Van  Auken 's 
youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Stowe,  now  presides  over 
his  home,  and  looks  carefully  after  his  comfort. 

Our  subject  has  a  well-poised  intellect,  a  keen 
vision  in  regard  to  buiness  and  other  matters,  and 
a  resolute  will,  and  his  man}^  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances liave  always  found  him  to  be  a  man  of 
honor  and  unswerving  rectitude  in  all  the  relations 
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that  lie  has  held  toward  others.  He  is  liberal  in 
his  religion,  and  has  a  broad  outlook  on  life,  In 
politics,  he  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  Repub- 
lican party  ever  since  it  sprang  into  existence. 


/p^EORGE  W.  SMITH.  In  the  twilight  of  an 
jll  honored  life,  this  venerable  pioneer  of  Ross 

^^1  Township  is  living  in  tranquil  comfort 
on  his  pleasant  homestead.  Not  only  is  he  quite 
well  known  throughout  Kalamazoo  County  but  he 
is  esteemed  wherever  known  and  the  record  of  his 
useful  life  merits  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-men. 
His  farm  on  section  14  comprises  eighty-seven 
acres,  and  although  he  is  not  at  present  actively  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation,  he  still  retains  its  manage- 
ment. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Russell  and  Betsy 
(Wiseman)  Smith,  were  natives  of  Vermont  and 
were  of  Scotch  and  English  descent,  respectively. 
The  father  served  during  the  War  of  1812  and  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  George  W.  was  born  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  April  24,  1818,  and, 
when  quite  small,  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  about 
fourteen  years.  Then,  in  company  with  his  par- 
ents, he  removed  to  Cattaraugus  County,  the  same 
State,  where  he  aided  in  the  support  of  his  father's 
family.  Being  the  eldest  son  and  the  father  hav- 
ing poor  health,  he  early  became  not  only  self-sup- 
porting but  was  the  main  dependence  of  the  fam- 

iiy. 

In  October,  1839,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Hannah  Whiting,  who  was  born  in  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  Y.,  February  12,  1820.  Her 
parents,  James  and  Esther  (Hutchings)  Whiting, 
are  supposed  to  have  been  natives  of  New  England, 
and  her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  survive,  as  follows:  Schuy- 
ler; Elleanor,  wife  of  Abram  Craven;  Alvira,  who 
married  Leman  Smith;  Porter,  Ozro;  Viola,  now 
Mrs.  Willis  Quick.  One  son ,  Tyler,  is  deceased. 

Some  time  during  the  '50s,  Mr.  Smith  with  his 
family  arrived  in  Kalamazoo  County  and   settled 


on  the  place  where  he  has  since  resided  continu- 
ously. It  was  in  the  midst  of  the  woods  and  its 
only  improvements  consisted  of  a  log  cabin  which 
still  stands,  a  landmark  of  that  early  civilization. 
Later  Mr.  Smith  built  the  attractive  and  commo- 
dious residence  which  now  adorns  his  place.  In 
all  his  labors  he  has  received  the  cheerful  and  ac- 
tive aid  of  his  noble  wife,  and  it  was  an  event  of 
unusual  importance  when,  October  7,  1889,  this 
worthy  couple  celebrated  their  golden  wedding. 

Always  a  Republican,  Mr.  Smith  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison 
and  his  last  for  the  grandson  of  that  famous  hero. 
He  has  served  as  Highway  Commissioner,  and 
Treasurer  of  Ross  Grange,  No.  24,  contributing  in 
those  positions  to  the  progress  of  the  community 
which  he  has  seen  transformed  from  an  unculti- 
vated waste  to  an  attractive  and  highly  improved 
section,  the  home  of  refined  people,  the  site  of 
thriving  villages  and  the  abode  of  happy  families. 


AVID  CURRY,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  on  section 
34,  Decatur  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  December  10, 
1807,  and  is  of  Irish  descent.  When  he  was  a  boy, 
his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and,  in  1830,  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Volinia  Township,  Cass 
County,  where  David  made  his  home  for  about 
two  years.  In  April,  1832,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Gard,  daughter  of  Joseph  us  and  Sarah  Gard,  who 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Her  father  was  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  Cass  County.  In  the  family 
were  eight  children,  Elizabeth  being  the  seventh 
in  order  of  birth. 

After  his  marriage,  David  Curry  came  to  De- 
catur Township,  Van  Buren  County,  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  also  entered  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  from  the  Government  on  section  34.  In 
September,  1832,  he  removed  to  his  farm,  cleared 
away  the  timber,  and  built  a  log  cabin,  18x20  feet, 
without  windows,  doors  or  floor.  He  hauled  lum- 
ber from  Whitmansville,  twelve  miles  distant,  and 
had  the  only  "sawed''  floor  in  the  township.  There 
was  only  one  house  between  his  house  and  Paw  Paw, 
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and  the  only  settlers  in  this  locality  at  that  time 
were  Dolphin  and  Samuel  Morris,  George  Tittle, 
John  Eckenberger,  Legrand  Anderson  and  H.  D. 
Swift.  Mr.  Cnrry  and  his  family  experienced 
the  usual  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life, 
but  succeeded  in  developing  a  good  farm,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  In  an 
early  day,  he  served  as  Commissioner  of  Highways, 
and  was  a  prominent  and  well-known  citizen  of 
this  communit}^  He  died  March  20,  1846,  and  was 
buried  in  the  cemetery  of  Volinia.  His  wife  passed 
away  June  20,  1878,  and  was  laid  by  the  side  of 
her  husband. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  w^ere  born  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity. 
Jonathan,  who  w^as  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
May  8,  1833,  has  there  spent  almost  his  entire  life. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  took  a  drove  of 
cattle  to  Iowa,  and  traveled  over  that  State 
and  Illinois,  where,  for  a  period,  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Highway  Com- 
missioner for  seven  years,  has  been  officially  con- 
nected with  the  schools  for  about  twenty  years, 
and  is  an  influential  citizen.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of  In- 
dustry. Joseph  Q.  was  born  October  6,  1834,  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  has  there  spent  his  entire 
life.  Like  his  brother,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
served  as  Constable  of  his  township.  Juliet,  born 
April  4,  1836,  died  August  11,  1880;  David  Q., 
born  September  25,  1839,  like  his  brothers,  has 
known  no  other  home  than  the  old  farm.  He,  too, 
is  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and  has  served 
as  Overseer  of  Highways  and  School  Director. 
During  the  late  war,  he  enlisted,  August  6,  1862, 
as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Fourth  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Murfrees- 
boro,  Franklin,  Shelby ville,  Nashville,  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  Altogether,  he 
was  in  ninety-six  battles  and  skirmishes.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  capture  of  Jeff  Davis,  and  has  a 
pair  of  saddle  bags,  taken  from  Gen.  Reagan,  who 
belonged  to  the  Cabinet  of  Davis.  In  July,  1865, 
he  was  mustered  out  after  three  years  of  service. 
The  next  member  of  the  Curry  family,  Elizabeth, 
was  born  March  27,  1841,  and  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead;  Mary  Jane,  born    February  20, 


1843,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  High,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Cass  County;  Nancy,  born  March  20,  1844,  died 
December  20,  1846;  John  Brookfield,  who  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead,  November  6,  1846, 
died  January  2,  1865. 

The  Curry  brothers  are  numbered  among  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  this  community.  They 
own  and  operate  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
arable  land,  which  is  now  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  well  improved,  and  also  have  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  elsewhere  in  this  county, 
lying  near  and  partially  within  the  corporation 
limits  of  Marseilles.  On  it  is  a  half-mile  track. 
The  Curry  farm  is  widely  known  for  the  fine  stock 
there  raised,  including  a  high  grade  of  horses. 
Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  while 
David  also  raises  dogs,  having  some  of  the  finest 
Shepherd  collies  in  the  State.  The  Curry  family 
well  deserves  representation  in  this  volume,  for, 
since  a  very  early  day,  its  members  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  Van  Buren  County. 


[f(_^ON.  STEPHEN  F.  BROWN.  In  present- 
^  ing  the  biographical  notice  of  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  a 
gentleman  who  is  thoroughly  representative 
of  its  progressive  element,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to 
first  briefly  advert  to  the  life  story  of  those  from 
whom  he  draws  his  origin.  The  parents  of  our 
subject,  John  and  Nancy  (McPherson)  Brown,  were 
natives  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  where  thay  were 
reared,  married  and  continued  to  reside  until  theit 
removal  to  Michigan  in  1830.  On  locating  in  this 
then  Territory,  the  elder  Mr.  Brown  with  his  fam- 
ily settled  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  they  became  respected  and  promi- 
nent citizens.  They  made  that  place  their  home 
until  their  death. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  numbered 
seven  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  oldest  but  one. 
His  birth  occurred  December  31,  1819,  in  Loudoun 
County,  Va.,  and  he  was  thus  a  lad  of  eleven  years 
when  his  parents  came  West  to  this  State.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  this  township,  where  he  received 
thorough  training  in  all  the  duties  pertaining  to 
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an  agriculturist,  which  occupation  he  has  followed 
all  his  life.  His  estate  bears  all  the  modern  im- 
provements in  the  way  of  machinery  and  build- 
ings and  Mr.  Brown  is  ranked  among  the  progress- 
ive and  wealthy  citizens  of  the  county. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
July  4,  1841,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Maria  L.  Patrick.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Brown, 
James  Patrick,  died  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
when  she  was  in  her  fourteenth  year.  Her  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Harriet  Colgrove, 
also  passed  from  this  life  in  the  above-named 
county  when  Mrs.  Brown  was  an  infant  of  two 
years.  Her  parents  reared  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  she  was  the  youngest,  her  birth  oc- 
curring December  15,  1824. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
granted  a  family  of  four  children,  viz:  Franklin 
M.,  Edgar  D.,  Florence  and  Clarence.  Franklin 
M.  was  a  soldier  during  the  late  Civil  War,  enlist- 
ing in  Company  L,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry;  he 
died  at  Schoolcraft  January  11,  1876.  Edgar  D. 
is  following  the  practice  of  law  at  Nelson,  Neb.;  he 
also  enlisted  in  defense  of  his  country  and  joined 
Company  C,  Sixth  Michigan  Infantry  and  after 
serving  a  short  time  was  discharged  on  account  of 
physical  disability.  He  re-enlisted,  however,  in 
Company  L,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  dis- 
charged later  on  account  of  a  wound  which  he  re- 
ceived at  Fairfax  Courthouse,  Va.,  while  on  picket 
duty.  Florence  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Rockwell,  and 
Clarenoe  is  a  resident  of  Schoolcraft. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Brown  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture on  the  Republican  ticket  and  so  well  and 
faithfully  did  he  perform  the  duties  of  that  posi- 
tion that  he  was  re-elected,  in  1858.  In  1860,  he 
was  chosen  and  elected  State  Senator,  which 
office  he  again  filled  in  1864  and  in  1884.  It  is 
thus  very  obvious  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brown  must 
have  always  fully  availed  himself  of  all  the  priv- 
ileges of  instruction  to  which  he  found  access,  and  a 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  his  is  the  possession 
of  quickness  of  mind  and  talent. 

The  Hon.  Stephen  F.  Brown  was  the  first  Master 
of  the  State  Grange  of  Michigan,  of  which  body  he 
was  Treasurer  for  a  period  of  ten  years.     He  takes 


a  very  active  part  in  all  political  measures  and 
is  a  strong  Republican,  believing  that  party  to 
be  in  the  right.  In  early  years,  he  was  a  Whig  of 
the  Henry  Clay  stamp.  During  campais^ns  he  very 
often  takes  the  "stump"  but  never  becomes  excited 
and  acts  only  after  mature  deliberation. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine 
estate  of  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  on  which 
he  has  placed  all  the  modern  improvements  in  the 
way  of  farm  machinery  and  buildings.  His  prop- 
erty makes  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  the 
county,  and  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  is  made 
to  yield  a  handsome  increase.  Mr.  Brown  is  Pres- 
ident of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  Kalamazoo  County 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
of  the  county.  In  the  summer  of  1885,  he  was 
presented  with  a  gold-headed  cane  by  the  Senate 
as  a  token  of  the  appreciation  of  his  service  and 
the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  He  was  a 
colleague  of  Jay  Hubbard  and  many  other  promi- 
nent and  well-known  men.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  present  the  sketch  of  this  honored  gentle- 
man whose  name  will  be  held  in  reverence  long 
after  he  shall  have  been  ^^[athered  to  his  fathers. 


ff ^-^^ ENRY  BI SHOP.  Now  in  the  twilight  of  his 
fji]  honored  and  useful  life,  Mr.  Bishop  is  liv- 
W^  ing  retired  in  his  pleasant  home  at  Kalama- 
^)  zoo.  None  deserves  better  than  he  the  title  of 
"self-made,"  for  he  commenced  the  battle  of  life 
under  the  most  adverse  circumstances, and,  from  a 
position  of  poverty,  rose  to  a  comfortable  compe- 
tency only  after  the  most  arduous  struggles  on 
his  part.  Successful  as  a  financier,  he  is  no  less 
fortunate  in  having  gained  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  recognize  his 
force  of  character,  sturdy  integrity  and  mental  ca- 
pabilities. 

Dorsetshire,  England,  was  the  early  home  of  Mr. 
Bishop,  and  there  he  was  born,  November  23, 
1813.  His  father,  Joseph  Bishop,  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  miller  and  farmer,  and  our  subject 
found  constant  employment  in  his  early  years,  both 
in  the  mill  and  on  the  farm.     His   mother,  whose 
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maiden  name  was  Maria  Lane,  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five,  leaving  a  family  of  eight  children,  and, 
about  the  same  time,  his  father's  affairs  became  so 
entangled  that  he  was  called  upon  to  assist  in  sup- 
porting the  family,  at  a  time  when  other  boys  of 
his  age  were  going  to  school  and  enjoying  the 
usual  boyish  sports. 

Between  the  years  of  eight  and  twelve,  Mr. 
Bishop  was  mainly  employed  in  the  mill,  and 
from  that  time  till  he  was  seventeen,  he  aided  in 
farm  work.  The  custom  of  the  country  was  to 
purchase  all  the  wheat  on  certain  days  at  the  mar- 
ket towns,  where  the  millers  and  farmers  congre- 
gated, and  where  all  grain  was  bought  from  sam- 
ples, the  price  being  governed  by  the  weight  of  the 
measured  bushel.  The  flour  was  sold  by  the  mil- 
ler himself  or  by  his  agent,  who  went  to  all  the  vil- 
lages and  cities  in  his  neighborhood,  sold  to  ba- 
kers, and  made  collections  therefor. 

In  that  way,  Mr.  Bishop  found  his  principal  oc- 
cupation during  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  in 
England,  but  on  account  of  the  Wars  of  Napoleon, 
business  was  everywhere  depressed,  and  he  under- 
w^ent  all  the  trials  generally  known  only  to  those 
of  mature  years.  Finally,  affairs  assumed  such  an 
aspect  that  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Bishop,  Sr.,  ei- 
ther to  become  hopelessly  bankrupt  in  England,  or 
try  his  fortune  in  a  new  country  with  the  remnant 
left  him  after  satisfying  his  creditors.  He  conclu- 
ded to  try"  the  latter,  and  our  subject  well  remem- 
bers how,  when  he  was  assisting  the  plowman  to 
turn  over  a  furrow  on  the  edge  of  a  deep  gully, 
he  broached  the  subject  of  going  to  America,  and 
inquired  if  he  would  like  to  go.  The  reply  was, 
"I  would  go  anywhere,  could  we  better  our  con- 
dition by  so  doing.'' 

But  little  more  was  said,  and  in  three  weeks 
from  that  time,  in  March,  1830,  our  subject  was 
on  board  ship,  riding  at  anchor  in  Bristol  Chan- 
nel, and  experiencing  all  the  sufferings  incident  to 
sea-sick  humanity.  Toward  the  close  of  the  voy- 
age, he  recovered  somewhat,  although  it  was  not 
until  he  was  on  the  Erie  Canal  that  he  could  ap- 
preciate Barry  Cornwall's  song  of  the  sea:  "If  the 
winds  should  blow,  what  matter?  what  matter?  I 
can  ride  and  sleep."  On  arriving  at  Buffalo,  he 
first  saw  the  Indians,  also    the   steamboats  "Supe- 


rior" and  "Henry  CHay,"  which  were  objects  of 
admiration  to  the  citizens,  who  flocked  to  the 
wharf  in  large  numbers  to  witness  their  arrival 
and  departure. 

Mr.  Bishop,  Sr.,  purchased  a  farm  near  Buffalo,  and 
shortly  afterwards  our  subject  was  on  his  way  back 
to  England  alone,  in  order  to  bring  the  rest  of  the 
familj^  to  tlie  new  home.  During  the  pleasant 
voyage  of  seven  weeks,  he  acted  as  cabin  boy,  and 
reached  the  Mother  Country  at  a  very  small  ex- 
pense. As  soon  as  the  family  were  ready,  the  re- 
turn trip  was  made  with  six  children  younger  than 
our  subject,  besides  a  little  boy  sent  in  their  com- 
pany to  Buffalo,  and  a  cousin.  On  the  passage,  the 
steward  of  the  ship  met  with  an  accident  which 
crippled  him,  and  he  therefore  cajled  upon  our 
subject  to  assist  him.  After  a  very  rough  voyage 
of  seven  weeks  and  four  days,  by  North  River  and 
the  Erie  Canal,  the  little  party  reached  their  desti- 
nation. 

During  his  first  winter  in  America,  our  subject 
was  employed  to  haul  cord  wood  to  Buffalo,  and 
the  following  year  removed  with  his  father  some 
eight  miles  farther  east,  to  a  farm  better  improved. 
However,  Mr.  Bishop,  Sr.,  failed  to  succeed  in  this 
country,  and  he  therefore  sold  his  possessions  and 
returned  to  his  old  home,  hoping  to  recover  some- 
thing from  the  wreck  of  his  fortune  there.  The 
children  then  became  scattered,  depending  upon 
strangers  for  a  home.  Henry  went  into  a  grocery 
and  provision  store  in  Buffalo,  and  clerked  for  the 
firm  of  N.  Willard  &  Company  until  he  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  Michigan,  in  the  spring  of 
1835. 

Mr.  Bishop  worked  for  the  same  firm  two  years 
in  New  Buffalo,  selling  goods  and  looking  after 
their  interests  as  part  proprietors  of  the  town.  In 
the  winter  of  1838-39,  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and,  during  the  following  spring,  came  West  on 
business  for  a  former  partner.  The  business  ac- 
complished, he  engaged  to  clerk  for  the  firm  of  F. 
&  A.  Beals,  of  Schoolcraft,  and  in  August,  1839, 
in  company  with  D.  L.  Kimberly,  bought  out  the 
business,  which  he  conducted  fifteen  years  success- 
fully. He  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1862.  Here  he 
engaged  in  settling  estates,  and,  for  a  few  3^ears,  in 
selling  dry-goods  with  his  son,  under  the  firm  name 
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of  H.  Bishop  &  Son.  In  June,  1847,  he  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  M.  Hinman,  nee  Balch,  by  which  union  they 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
the  surviving  child  is  Henry  L.  Bishop,  who  de- 
votes his  attention  to  farming.  Mrs.  Bishop  died 
July  8, 189 1.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  both  attended  the 
Unitarian  Church.  Politically,  in  the  early  days, 
Mr.  Bishop  was  first  a  Whig,  and  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan, 
and,  during  the  war,  w^as  a  staunch  Union  man. 
He  was  elected  Town  Clerk  in  New  Buffalo,  also  in 
Schoolcraft,  and  served  the  county  of  Kalamazoo 
three  years  as  Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  and 
four  years  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  village  of 
Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Bishop  is  recognized  as  an  hon- 
est, upright  citizen,  and  has  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-citizens. 


ORACE  H.  PIERCE.  Pierce  is  a  familiar 
name  in  the  annals  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
and  has  been  from  the  early  days  of  its 
settlement,  when  Isaac  Pierce  first  came  on 
the  scene  and  became  a  conspicuous  figure  in  its 
industrial  and  public  life,  to  the  present  time,  in 
which  the  son  of  that  honored  pioneer  represents 
the  family,  and  is  prominent  as  a  farmer  of  large 
ability  and  much  wealth,  who  controls  extensive 
farming  interests  in  Climax  and  Charleston  Town- 
ships, making  his  home  on  section  4  of  the  former 
township. 

The  subject  of  this  life  record  was  born  in  Niag- 
ara County,  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1831,  a  son  of  Isaac 
Pierce,  who  was  born  amid  the  beautiful  hills  of 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  July  28,  1803.  His 
father's  name  was  Longworth  Pierce,  and  he 
was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  where  some  of  his 
English  ancestors  had  settled  in  Colonial  times. 
At  some  period  of  his  life,  he  resided  in  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  whence  he  went  to  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y..  in  1811.  He  hewed  out  a  farm 
from  the  primeval  forests  of  that  region,  and,  sell- 
ing it  in  1830,  removed  to  Niagara  County,  in 
the  same  State,  and  there  his  life  was  brought  to  a 
close  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

Isaac  Pierce  was  well  trained  in  farming  on  his 


father's  farm,  and  in  early  manhood  he  became 
possessed  of  a  partly  developed  farm  in  Niagara 
County.  In  1835,  he  sold  that  place  in  order  to 
cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  He  first  visited  Kalamazoo  County, 
to  select  a  suitable  location,  and  bought  a  quarter 
of  a  section  of  land,  on  apart  of  which  the  village 
of  Climax  now  stands.  Returning  to  New  York 
for  his  family,  he  came  back  here  the  following 
spring,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children,  and 
made  the  journey  with  a  wagon  and  team  through 
Canada  as  the  most  available  route,  several  weeks 
being  consumed  before  they  arrived  at  their  desti- 
nation. The  land  that  he  had  bought  was  but 
very  little  improved,  but  there  was  a  log  house  on 
it  and  into  that  Mr.  Pierce  and  his  family  moved. 
He  then  energetically  turned  his  attention  to  the 
making  of  a  farm.  He  was  a  man  of  unusual  push, 
vigor  and  enterprise,  and  with  good  courage  sur- 
mounted every  obstacle  on  the  road  to  the  fortune 
that  became  his  by  the  sheer  force  of  persistent  in- 
dustry, seconded  by  rare  powers  of  discrimination, 
unerring  judgment,  and  a  thorough  comprehen- 
sion of  agriculture  in  all  its  branches.  He  was 
educated  largely  in  the  school  of  observation  and 
experience,  but  he  had  much  natural  ability 
and  very  strong  mental  faculties.  He  bought  and 
sold  considerable  land  and  dealt  quite  extensively 
in  stock.  In  early  times,  he  drove  hogs  to  Ohio, 
and  brought  back  sheep.  He  passed  through  every 
phase  of  life  from  poverty  to  wealth,  and  was  one 
of  the  richest  men  in  the  village  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  owning  upwards  of  a  thousand  acres  of 
land  around  and  near  the  village  of  Climax. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  prominent  in  the 
public  and  political  life  of  his  community.  He 
was  originally  an  old-line  Whig  and  a  strong  Abol- 
itionist before  and  during  the  war,  and  so,  being 
in  s^^mpathy  with  the  Republicans,  he  united  his 
fortunes  with  that  party,  but  before  his  death  he 
went  over  to  the  Democrats.  He  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  at  the  first  township  meeting, 
and  held  that  office  for  a  great  many  years,  making 
a  careful  study  of  law,  and  conducting  a  case  with 
ability.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  several  terms  and  represented 
the  interests  of  Climax  Township  with  fidelity. 
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Mr.  Pierce  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
tbe  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Canada 
in  1801.  She  died  in  1877.  Eleven  <?hildren  were 
born  of  that  marriage:  Pollj,  Loren,  Jeanette,  Jea- 
nette  (second),  Rowland,  Orton;  Willard  and  Luc- 
inda,  twins;  Angeline,  Elizabeth,  and  Horace.  By 
his  second  marriage,  with  Catlierine  Archer,  Mr. 
Pierce  had  four  children. 

Horace  H.  Pierce  was  in  his  sixth  year  when  the 
family  came  to  this  county,  and  he  retains  a  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  the  pioneer  life  that  obtained 
here  in  his  childhood.  He  attended  school  in  a 
house  that  was  furnished  with  plank  benches  that 
were  supported  with  wooden  pins.  The  school  was 
conducted  on  the  rate-bill  system,  and  the  teacher 
boarded  around  among  the  parents  of  the  scholars. 
Indians  used  to  come  to  his  home  and  his  mother 
often  cooked  food  for  them.  He  remembers  seeing 
a  little  Indian  run  up  to  tlie  table  and  snatch  a 
piece  of  hot  meat  from  a  plate  and  burn  his  fingers 
with  it.  There  was  an  abundance  of  deer  and 
other  game,  and  wolves  often  disturbed  the  slum- 
bers of  the  settlers  by  their  howls,  and  even  bears 
were  not  uncommon.  Detroit  was  the  city  to 
which  the  pioneers  mostly  went  for  supplies.  The 
people  were  principally  home-livers,  and  the  skill- 
ful hand  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  spun  and 
wove  the  clothing  worn  by  himself,  his  brother 
and  sisters. 

At  the  age  of  twenty- four  years,  our  subject  en- 
tered upon  his  independent  course  as  a  farmer, 
coming  then  to  this  place,  where  he  has  ever  since 
dwelt.  He  has  always  conducted  mixed  farming, 
raising  a  great  deal  of  grain,  and  paying  much  at- 
tention to  rearing  stock  of  all  kinds.  He  has  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  all,  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  Climax  Township,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  Charleston  Township.  He  has  a  model 
farm  in  his  homestead,  and  has  it  supplied  with  a 
fine  class  of  buildings.  In  1868,  he  erected  a  frame 
house  of  commodious  dimensions,  and  well  fitted 
up;  and  he  has  a  large  frame  barn,  40x72  feet  in 
size,  besides  a  granary  and  other  necessary  build- 
ings. He  derives  a  good  profit  from  renting  out 
a  good  deal  of  his  land. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Julia  E. 
Pratt  was  celebrated  September  17,  1854.  They 
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have  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Herbert  IL,  a  druggist  and  grocer  in  the  village 
of  Climax;  Ida  E.,  now  Mrs.  Best,  of  Dillon,  Mont.; 
and  Judson  W.  and  »Tettie  F.  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Jessie  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 
Mrs.  Pierce  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y., 
December  15,  1837,  and  she  came  to  Michigan  in 
1852. 

Our  subject  is  of  a  resolute,  vigorous,  practical 
nature,  possessing  much  natural  ability,  a  large 
share  of  common -sense,  and  the  faculty  to  plan 
well  and  to  cany  out  his  schemes  in  a  business- 
like manner.  He  is  independent,  having  a  mind 
of  his  own,  and  is  fearless  in  expressing  his  opin- 
icms.  Especially  is  this  true  in  regard  to  his  political 
sentiments,  which  are  of  a  radical  Republican  order. 
He  was  once  elected  to  the  position  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  but  he  refused  to  accept  the  honor,  as 
he  cares  not  for  office.  He  is  well  known  in  social 
circles  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  at  Climax, 
and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 


_^] 


-^] 


$H^ 


(^ 


1^^ 


ON.  EMERY  H.  SIMPSON,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  thrifty  farmers  of  Hart- 
ford Township,  Van  Buren  County,  was 
born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  January  17, 
1828,  and  is  the  eighth  in  a  family  of  ten  children, 
eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  His  parents  were 
Asa  and  Minerva  (Fish)  Simpson,  the  father  born 
in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1790,  and  the 
mother,  probably  in  Cayuga  County,  in  1794.  Our 
subject's  paternal  grandfather,  John  Simpson,  was 
of  English  descent. 

Our  subject  grew  to  mature  years  in  his  native 
county  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  on  the  farm.  He  was  married  in  Or- 
leans County,  January  8,  1854,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Thompson.  In  the  \^ear  1863  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Hartford  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
and  located  on  the  farm  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  was  soon  elected  Supervisor  of  his  township, 
which  oflfice  he  held  one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1872  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  and  re-elected 
in  the  fall  of  1886.  He  has  been  rather  an  active 
politician,  has  served  as  delegate  to  many  conven- 
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tions,  and  has  the  distinction  of  having  held  every 
office  for  which  he  has  run. 

Mr.  Simpson  is  the  possessor  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  finely  improved  land  on  sections 
24,  13  and  14.  He  commenced  active  life  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  with  $100  and  all  that  he  now 
owns  in  due  to  his  own  industry  and  business 
enterprise.  In  his  political  views  he  casts  his  vote 
and  influence  with  the  Republican  party.  Socially, 
he  is  connected  with  no  secret  order  at  all.  He  is 
a  gentleman  who  is  liked  by  every  one  who  knows 
him  for  his  kind  and  genial  manners. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  have  been  born  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Clara  B.,  Wendell 
L.,  Ada  M.  (now  Mrs.  Sherwood),  Nathan  F.,  Frank 
G.  and  Fred  L.  Wendell  L.  attended  the  military 
school  at  West  Point,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1884.  For  three  years  he  was  on  the  Western  fron- 
tier, and  for  about  the  same  period  was  military  in- 
structor at  the  Agricultural  College,  in  Lansing,  at 
the  same  time  serving  as  Professor  of  Mathematics 
and  Mechanics,  to  which  he  was  elected  by  the  State 
Board.  He  is  now  First  Lieutenant  and  with  his 
company  is  located  atSackett's  Harbor. 

Not  only  the  present,  but  coming  generations  as 
well,  will  be  pleased  to  notice  in  connection  with 
this  life  sketch  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr. 
Simpson. 


♦^♦E 


ANSOM  NUTTING,  who  now  lives  a  retired 
life  in  Decatur,  and  is  classed  among  its 
cii\\\  leading  citizens,  is  a  native  of  the  old  Bay 
^P  State,  and  comes  of  an  early  New  England 
family  of  Irish  origin,  that  was  founded  in  Amer- 
ica during  early  Colonial  days.  His  grandfather, 
David  Nutting,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  died  August  11,  1818.  He  was  quite  wealthy. 
His  son  Ebenezer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Brimfleld,  Mass.,  December  3,  1776,  and  married 
Lucy  Bryant,  who  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Mass., 
November  18,  1778,  and  traced  her  ancestry  back 
to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  Ebenezer  Nutting  was  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  died  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Mass.,  September  11, 1847,  in  the  faith 


of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  belonged.  His 
wife  died  in  Leverett,  Mass.,  August  19,  1857. 
Unto  them  were  born  seven  children:  Oliver,  Brj^- 
ant,  Lucius,  Asa,  Harrison,  Alden,  and  Ransom,  who 
is  the  only  one  now  living,  although  six  of  the 
number  grew  to  mature  years. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Leverett, 
Franklin  County,  October  26,  1818,  and  in  the 
public  and  private  schools  he  acquired  his  educa- 
tion. We  see  in  him  a  self-made  man,  who  at  the 
early  age  of  fifteen  years  started  out  in  life  for 
himself,  and  has  since  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  He  learned  the  tanner's  and  currier's  trade 
which  he  followed  for  about  fifteen  years  in  Spring- 
field, Wire  Village  and  Worcester.  During  that 
time,  on  the  17th  of  Jul}^,  1844,  he  wedded  Mary 
T.  Stratton,  daughter  of  Samuel  Stratton,  a  prom- 
inent Massachusetts  farmer,  their  union  being  cele- 
brated in  Gill,  Mass.  For  about  five  years  after 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Nutting  continued  to  act  as  su- 
perintendent of  a  tannery,  when  his  employer 
failed,  owing  him  about  11,000.  It  was  in  1853 
that  he  came  to  the  West  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and,  locating  in  Decatur,  engaged  in  the  tan- 
ning business  for  himself.  For  twenty  years  he 
carried  on  operations  in  that  line,  and  in  his  under- 
takings met  with  signal  success,  acquiring  thereby 
a  handsome  competence,  which  now  enables  him  to 
rest  from  all  labors. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nutting  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Addie  J.,  the  elder,  who  was  born  in  Lever- 
ett, Mass.,  March  7,  1850,  died  on  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865;  and  Carrie  L.,  born  October  14,  1853, 
makes  her  home  with  her  father  in  Decatur.  The 
family  have  here  a  pleasant  residence,  supplied  with 
all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
which  have  been  obtained  through  the  well-directed 
business  efforts  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Nutting  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  consid- 
erable interest  in  political  affairs.  For  thirteen 
years  he  was  Supervisor  of  Decatur  Township,  was 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  served  as  its  Treasurer,  and  was  nomi- 
nated for  Treasurer  of  the  county,  but,  owing  to  the 
Republican  majority,  failed  of  election.  During 
President  Cleveland's  administration  he  was  ap- 
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pointed  Postmaster  of  Decatur,  and  the  duties  of 
that  office  have  never  been  more  faithfully  or  effi- 
ciently discharged  than  under  his  administration. 
He  made  a  popular  officer,  and  won  the  commenda- 
tion of  all  concerned.  He  has  frequently  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Convention, 
and  his  opinions  are  received  with  deference  in  the 
councils  of  his  party.  For  some  years  Mr.  Nutting 
has  suffered  from  asthma,  which  has  beem  much 
worse  of  late. 

r^OBERT  JICKLING,  an  eminently  worthy 
[m^  citizen  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  a  pros- 
^\  perous farmer  of  Comstock  Township,  re- 
^P  siding  on  section  6,  was  born  in  Norfolk- 
shire,  England,in  the  village  of  tlitcham,  September 
2,  1821.  Robert  Jickling,  his  father,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  place,  born  May  2,  1794.  In  1835,  he 
emigrated  with  his  family  to  Overbeck,  Canada,  the 
journey  across  the  water  and  into  the  interior  of 
the  country  being  accomplished  in  seven  weeks  and 
three  days.  He  became  an  early  settler  of  the 
town  of  Woodstock  in  Upper  Canada,  and  there 
spent  the  rest  of  his  days  at  his  occupation  as  a 
farmer,  dying  April  9,  1872,  at  a  good  old  age. 
He  was  a  son  of  Valentine  Jickling,  who  was  an 
Englishman,  and  born  in  the  same  shire  as  him- 
self. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  Lee  in  her 
maiden  da^^s,  and  she  was  born  in  1788  in  the  same 
English  shire  as  her  husband  and  other  members 
of  the  family.  She  died  December  10,  1831,  at 
the  age  of  forty-three  years.  She  bore  seven  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  young,  one  in  infancy 
and  one  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  John  and 
George  are  residents  of  Canada;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
Abram  Bray,  who  resides  near  Woodstock,  Canada; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  William  Everets  of  the  village 
of  Mitchell,  Canada.  After  the  death  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  his  father  married  Mary  Whitby  in 
1832.  She  was  born  in  England,  December  30, 
1807,  and  became  the  mother  of  ten  children,  as 
follows:  William  F.,  who  has  been  on  the  police 
force  in  Chicago  for  nineteen  years,  and  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Will- 


iam McClain,  of  Manitoba;  John  D.,  a  resident  of 
Jasper  County,  Iowa;  Susan,  wife  of  William 
Wood,  of  Canada;  Thomas,  a  resident  of  Canada; 
Rowland,  deceased;  Samuel,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry  during  the  late 
war,  and  is  now  at  Annapolis;  Hannah  and  Re- 
becca deceased;  Joseph  B.,  a  resident  of  Manitoba. 
He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  third  son  and  third 
child  of  his  parents.  He  remained  at  home  with 
them  until  the  family  came  to  America,  and  he 
was  then  bound  out  to  David  Ford,  with  whom  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and  remained  with  him  un- 
til he  was  twenty-six  years  old.  At  that  age,  he 
was  married  in  Galesburgh  to  Julia  Ann,  the  oldest 
child  of  Fay  and  Lura  (Johnson)  Aldrich,  the  mar- 
'  riage  ceremony  being  performed  by  George  Sim- 
mons, December  5,  1847.  And  thus  for  more  than 
forty- four  years  they  have  lived  and  labored  to- 
gether in  a  wedded  life  that  has  brought  them  as 
much  joy  as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  mortals,  and 
among  its  attendant  blessings  are  the  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  namely:  Adeline,  born  Oct- 
ober 1,  1848,  and  the  wife  of  Frederick  Shay,  of 
Ricliland  Township;  Marquis,  born  August  2, 
1850,  now  a  farmer  of  Richland  Township; 
Lura,  born  October  3,  1852,  and  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Newell,  of  Richland  Township;  Mary,  born 
October  26,  1854,  wife  of  Gordon  B.  Brig- 
ham,  of  Richland  Township;  Sarah,  born  Ma}^ 
25,  1857,  married  Henry  Tolhurst,  of  Richland 
Township,  and  died  May  9,  1888;  Ella,  born 
March  13,  1860,  wife  of  Sabin  B.  Nichols,  of  Kala- 
mazoo ;Albert,  born  August  14, 1862,  foreman  of  the 
Dewing  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Kalamazoo; 
Walter  W.,  born  September  28,  1864,  residing  with 
his  parents;  Emma,  born  June  10,  1867,  died  May 
22,  1889;  Clara  E.,  born  December  29,  1869,  wife 
of  the  Rev.  John  Humphreys,  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Rylander,  Wis.;  How- 
ard B.,  born  October  20,  1873,  a  student  at  the 
Business  College  at  Kalamazoo.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  was  born  six  miles  from  the  town  of  Angel- 
ica, Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  she  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
The  journey  was  made  with  an  ox-team,  and  led 
through  the  famous  Maumee  Swamp.  The  family 
was  among  the  first  to  settle  in  Charleston  Town- 
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ship.  Mrs.  Jickling's  father  and  mother  were  na- 
tives of  New  York,  as  was  her  paternal  grandfather, 
Abram  Aldrich,  and  he  too  was  an  early  settler  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  coming  here  in  1833,  and 
taking  up  land  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  Jickling  located  where  he  now  resides  after  his 
marriage,  buying  the  land  of  his  old  employer,  Mr. 
Ford.  There  were  no  improvements  on  the  place 
except  a  small  log  house,  18x20  feet  in  dimen- 
sion, and  the  roof  covered  with  shakes.  He  and 
his  wife  lived  in  that  humble  abode  nine  years. 
All  the  furniture  they  had  when  they  set  up 
housekeeping  was  just  barely  sufficient  for  their 
wants — a  primitive  cook-stove,  a  chest,  that  served 
as  a  table,  and  a  few  other  indispensable  articles. 
The  surrounding  country  was  a  wilderness,  and 
there  were  no  roads  or  scarcely  any  evidences  of 
civilization,  and  our  subject  and  his  wife  had  to 
face  many  a  hardship  and  to  endure  many  trials 
before  the  land  was  brought  into  its  present  fine 
condition,  and  provided  with  neat  buildings  and 
everything  to  facilitate  farming.  Mr.  Jickling  has 
now  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two 
acres,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  but  about 
twenty  acres.  One  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
this  land  have  been  cleared  by  himself.  Mr.  Jick- 
ling has  made  a  name  and  a  place  for  himself  in 
his  adopted  township  second  to  tliat  of  no  other 
man,  and  he  is  greatly  respected  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  has  lived  for  so  many  years.  In 
his  political  relations,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
helped  forward  the  cause  of  education  in  this  lo- 
cality in  his  capacity  of  School  Director,  which  of- 
fice he  has  held  many  terms. 


Jn  OHN  H.  DIX,  ex-Sheriff  of  the  county,  now 
i  residing  in  Kalamazoo,  has  the  honor  of 
I  being  a  native  of  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  Schoolcraft,  on  the  13th  of  January, 
1842,  and  is  the  third  in  the  family  of  four  chil- 
dren whose  parents  were  John  and  Sallie  C. 
(Brown)  Dix.  Both  were  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  The  Dix  family  is  of  English 
descent  and  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  of 
Scotch  lineage,  her  father  being  Putnam  Brown,  a 


farmed  of  the  Empire  State,  born  of  Scotch  par- 
entage. John  and  Sallie  Dix  became  early  settlers 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  locating  in  School- 
craft where  the  father  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  also  carried  on  farming.  He  likewise  kept  a 
hotel  in  an  early  day  and  built  the  woolen  mills  at 
Three  Rivers.  His  death  occurred  at  that  place  in 
1843.  His  wife  is  still  living  in  her  eighty-fourth 
year  and  resides  in  Schoolcraft. 

Our  subject  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in 
this  county  and  has  been  identified  with  its  up- 
building and  its  history  from  an  early  day.  His 
primary  education,  acquired  in  Schoolcraft,  was 
supplemented  by  a  course  of  study  in  Cedar  Park 
Seminary,  a  Baptist  school,  and  having  thereby 
fitted  himself  for  teaching,  he  pursued  that  profes- 
sion through  four  winter  seasons.  In  1864,  he  en- 
listed in  the  naval  service  of  his  country  on  board 
the  United  States  gunboat  "Nymph"  on  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Red  Rivers  and  took  part  in  several  skir- 
mishes. After  a  year's  service,  he  received  his  dis- 
charge on  the  27th  of  June,  1865,  and  returned  to 
the  North. 

Entering  the  United  States  Mail  Service,  Mr. 
Dix  devoted  his  energies  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  that  position,  which  he  filled  for  four- 
teen years,  his  route  lying  between  Cleveland  and 
Chicago.  For  three  years,  he  continued  to  hold 
the  position  under  President  Cleveland,  but  was 
then  removed  on  account  of  being  an  "offensive 
partisan.''  He  then  took  a  trip  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  and  after  spending  six  weeks  in  travel 
returned  to  the  county  of  his  nativity.  On  the 
Republican  ticket,  he  was  nominated  for  the  office 
of  County  Sheriff  and,  when  the  election  returns 
were  received,  it  was  found  that  he  was  the  people's 
choice.  In  January,  1888,  he  assumed  the  duties 
of  the  office  and  by  acclamation  was  nominated 
for  a  second  term  but  this  time  lost  the  election  by 
fifty-one  votes,  owing  to  a  combination  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industry  and  the  Democrats.  When 
his  term  had  expired,  he  retired  to  private  life. 

Mr.  Dix  has  been  twice  married.His  first  union, 
celebrated  in  1871,  was  with  Miss  Ida  Burnett  of 
Schoolcraft,  whose  death  occurred  in  February, 
1875.  The  lady  who  now  bears  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Dix  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss   Ella  Dibble,   of 
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Sandusky,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Daniel  Dibble.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Mary  C. 
and  John  Wakeman.  Socially,  Mr.  Dix  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  tlie  Maccabees, 
also  of  Post  No.  803,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Schoolcraft.  He 
is  not  now  actively  engaged  in  business  but  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Kalamazoo  Corset  Company. 
His  residence  in  the  county  covers  a  period  of  fifty 
years  and  he  has  therefore  witnessed  the  greater 
part  of  its  growth.  He  has  taken  a  commendable 
interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  its  welfare 
and  advancement  and  his  duties  of  citizenship 
have  been  ever  faithfully  performed. 


■^  iK.V"*T'^ 


^(  AMES  M.  DAVIS,  Judge  of  Probate,  is  one 
of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  Kalamazoo. 
While  his  life  is  quiet  and  unostentatious? 
chiefly  occupied  by  the  labors  incident  to 
his  profession-that  of  law-yet  it  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  few  men  have  effected  greater  prac- 
tical good  or  accomplished  larger  results  for  the 
well-being  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  many  of  the  em- 
inent men  of  this  and  other  States  were  born  and 
reared  on  farms.  The  biography  of  Mr.  Davis, 
whose  portrait  adorns  the  opposite  page,  furnishes 
another  instance  of  this  kind.  His  early  years 
were  passed  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Lake  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  was  born  September  11,  1842.  His 
father,  Samuel  C,  was  born  in  Carroll  County, 
Ohio,  in  1816,  and  married  Mary  J.,  daughter  of 
Joseph  McSperren,  a  Pennsylvania  farmer,  who 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  occupation  was 
that  of  a  farmer,  and  his  life,  which  was  an  hon- 
orable and  upright  one,  proved  the  possession  of 
the  sturdy  principles  implanted  in  a  long  line  of 
English  ancestors. 

In  1840,  Samuel  C.  Davis  removed  from  Ohio 
to  Lake  County,  Ind.,  settling  near  Crown  Point, 
the  county-seat,  and  engaging  in  farming.  His 
wife  passed  from  earth  in  1866,  but  he  still  sur- 
vives in  good  health  at  an  advanced  age.  Of  his 
five  children,  James  M.  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  almost  con- 
stant attendance  in  the  schools  and  academies    of 


his  State.  After  completing  a  course  in  the  com- 
mon-schools of  Crown  Point,  he  entered  the  acad- 
emy of  that  town  and  later  was  a  student  in  the 
Valparaiso  Male  and  Female  College.  His  school- 
ing was  finished  in  the  Asbury  (now  De  Pauw's) 
University,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1868. 

After  teaching  school  for  a  short  time,  Mr, 
Davis  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  where  he  studied  one  year,  then, 
in  the  spring  of  1870,  opened  a  law  office  in  Kala- 
mazoo and  has  continued  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  to  the  present  time.  In  1872,  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  two  years  later 
was  appointed  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  for  a 
term  of  two  years,  and,  being  re-elected,  served 
four  years  in  all.  May  2,  1883,  lie  received  the 
appointment  of  United  States  Commissioner  for 
the  Western  District  of  Michigan,  which  office  he 
still  holds.  His  election  as  Judge  of  Probate  took 
place  in  1888  and  he  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
oflSce  January  1,  1889,  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

March  22,  1867,  Judge  Davis  was  married  to 
Miss  Estella,  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Eldred,  of 
Climax,  this  State,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  Dora,  Thomas  E.  and 
Percy  L.  The  Judge  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
a  pleasant  home  at  No.  136  Thompson  Street, 
wherein  they  entertain  their  many  friends  with 
gracious  hospitality.  They  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  held 
various  oflfices.  He  has  also  served  as  President  of 
the  County  Sunday-school  Association  for  two 
years.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  he  has  continued  ever  since 
a  stanch  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


'I^ANIEL  SPICER.  One  of  the  most  suc- 
I  Jl  cessful  groceries  in  this  section  of  country 
((^^^  is  carried  on  by  D.  Spicer  k  Co.,  of  Paw 
Paw,  who  have  been  conducting  a  prosper- 
ous business  since  1881.  Possessing  a  thorough  ap- 
preciation of  the  demands  of  the  trade,  and  making 
a  careful  study  of  the  mai^kets  in  order  to  place 
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before  customers  the  choicest  goods  obtainable,  it 
is  not  strange  that  Mr.  Spicer  has  built  up  an  ex- 
tensive business  and  is  known  as  a  reliable  mer- 
chant. 

Mr.  Spicer  was  born  in  Orleans,  N.  Y.,  Septem- 
ber 26,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Darius  H.  and 
Dorcas  (Pratt)  Spicer,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Vermont,  respectively.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  his  native  county  until  he  was  eighteen,  in  the 
meantime  receiving  a  common -school  education, 
and  then  came  West  to  this  State,  locating  in 
Plymouth,  Wayne  County,  and  engaging  to  work 
on  a  farm.  In  February,  1860,  he  commenced  to 
travel  for  a  firm  dealing  in  fanning  mills  and 
safes,  and  making  general  collections  on  outstand- 
ing indebtedness,  until  1863. 

After  visiting  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  in  the  interest  of  his  business,  Mr.  Spicer 
came  to  Van  Buren  County,  where  he  began  re- 
cruiting for  the  army.  He  enlisted  in  July,  1864, 
joining  the  Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantry  in 
Company  C.  He  saw  service  in  the  First  Division, 
Second  Brigade,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  was  in 
the  battles  of  Nashville,  Alexandria,  and  others  of 
minor  importance.  At  the  battle  of  Kingston, 
March  8,  1865,  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  wrist 
and  was  confined  in  a  hospital  from  that  time  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  commenced  service  as  a 
private  but  later  received  the  commission  of  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  and  now  on  account  of  injuries 
sustained,  he  receives  a  pension  of  $24  per  month. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Spicer  once  more 
engaged  as  a  traveling  man  and  for  five  years  sold 
farming  machinery,  etc.  During  that  period,  he 
was  married,  November  29  (Thanksgiving  Day), 
1866,  to  Miss  Araminta,  daughter  of  Thomas  A. 
and  Julia  Granger,  whose  sketch  may  be  found  in 
another  portion  of  this  volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spicer  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Harry,  who  was 
born  in  Lawton,  September  23,  1879.  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Spicer  resided  in  Lawton  until  April, 
1880,  where  he  clerked  and  also  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  produce. 

Mr.  Spicer  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
in  Lawton,  of  which  forty-f our  acres  are  planted  in 
fruit  trees,  thirty-two  being  in  grapes  and  ten  in 
peaches  and  cherries.     After  locating  in  Paw  Paw, 


he  engaged  for  a  time  in  shipping  apples,  and 
finally,  in  1881,  commenced  in  the  grocery  bus- 
iness, which  he  still  continues.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican  and  has  filled  various  local  oflSces,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  for  six 
years,  besides  serving  in  other  capacities.  He  be- 
longs, socially  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
is  now  serving  as  Assistant  Quartermaster-Generel 
of  the  Department  of  Michigan,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  Muskegon  in  1891. 


I^AVID  B.MERRILL,  wh< 
I  Ji)  extensive  manufacturers 
1^  sident    of    the    Merrill 


who  is  one  of  the  most 
rs  in  the  State,  is  Pre- 
Milling  Company. 
They  have  four  mills,  two  located  at  Kalamazoo, 
one  three  miles  south  of  Kalamazoo  and  one  at 
Plainwell,  which  bear  the  names  of  "Kalama- 
zoo," "Cold  Stream, '^  "Eagle,"  and  "Plainwell 
Mills,"  respectively.  The  company  began  business, 
March  1, 1887,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  all  of 
which  was  invested  in  the  business.  Their  mills 
are  supplied  with  the  roller  process  and  have  a 
capacity  of  six  hundred  barrels  per  day,  or  an 
annual  capacity  of  one  hundred  thousand  barrels. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  started  out  in  his 
present  business  in  1858,  buying  the  Kalamazoo 
Mill.  Three  year  later,  he  became  the  proprietor 
of  the  Cold  Stream  Mill,  in  1872  purchased  the 
Plainwell  Mill,  and  in  1876,  the  Eagle  Mill.  His 
first  partner  was  George  W.  Fish,  with  whom  he 
continued  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  then  became 
associated  for  three  years  with  Francis  H.  Chase. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  W.  II.  McCourtie  became  a 
member  of  the  firm,  continuing  as  such  until  1882. 

David  B.  Merrill  was  born  in  Peru,  Clinton 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1833,  and  is 
the  son  of  Arthur  II.  and  Rhoda  (Stearns)  Merrill, 
natives  of  Claremont,  N.  H.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  in  the  parental  family  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  four  sons  are  now  living,  two  making 
their  home  in  Illinois,  and  one  in  Peru,  N.  Y.  He 
was  given  an  academic  education,  and  taught  three 
terms  of  school,  commencing  when  fifteen  years  of 
age  at  Peru.   Later  he  taught  two  terms  at  Long  Is- 
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land.  He  then  clerked  for  a  twelvemonth  in  a  gro- 
cery store  in  New  York  City,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  returned  to  Peru  and  became  bookkeeper 
in  a  mill.  He  occupied  that  position  for  two  years, 
and  for  a  similar  period  carried  on  a  general  mer- 
chandise business  at  Clinton ville. 

He  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Kalamazoo  in 
April,  1858,  and  eight  years  later,  in  company  with 
Mr.  McCourtie,  platted  an  addition  of  twelve  acres 
to  the  city.  In  1865,  he  purchased  a  one-half  in- 
terest in  the^  Stuart  Addition,  where  he  erected  a 
number  of  dwelling  houses.  Later  he  became  the 
proprietor  of  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  acres,  twelve  of  which  he  platted  and  sold  the 
rest  in  acre  lots.  For  five  years,  Mr.  Merrill  was 
an  extensive  stave  manufacturer,  and  success  has 
crowned  his  efforts  in  every  branch  of  work.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican. 

Miss  Julia  Hatch  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
in  1856.  She  passed  from  this  Kfe  in  April,  1859, 
at  Kalamazao,  and  in  1861,  Mr.  Merrill  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Annie  La  Due,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  S.  B.  Davis,  an  old  resident  of 
this  city,  who  ran  the  first  line  of  stages  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago.  He  was  well  known  to  all  the 
people  of  this  vicinity,  as  his  death  occurred  only 
about  ten  years  ago,  which  sad  event  was  occa- 
sioned by  his  being  thrown  from  a  wagon,  his  head 
striking  a  telegraph  pole  and  killing  him  instant- 
ly. Mrs.  Merrill  died  August  11,  1890,  at 
Petoskey.  She  had  become  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Ida,  now  the  wife  of  George  Winans,  a 
carriage  manufacturer.  Mr.  Merrill  had  born  to  him 
one  son  by  his  first  marriage,  Charles  B.,  who  died 
in  187 6,  aged  nineteen  years. 

September  15,  1891,  the  original  of  this  sketch 
was  married  to  Miss  Ida  L.  Rowley,  of  this  city, 
and  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Rowley.  Miss  Ida 
was  for  five  years  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Merrill  as 
his  stenographer.  They  are  members  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  society  our  sub- 
ject has  been  Trustee,  an  influential  member  and 
liberal  contributor  for  thirty  years.  He  is  a  Direc- 
tor and  heavy  stockholder  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  this  city  and  is  otherwise  interested  in 
public  enterprises. 

Mr.  Merrill  visited    Scotland  and  England  dur- 


ing May  and  June  of  1891.  He  has  one  of  the 
most  desirable  modern  residences  in  the  city,  which 
is  presided  over  by  his  refined  and  intelligent  wife. 
It  is  pleasantly  located  at  No.  440  West  Lovell 
Street. 


JLLIAM  H.  C0NVP:RSE,  an  influential 
pioneer  of  Kalamazoo  County,  Ross  Town- 
ship, residing  on  section  12,  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  December  10,  1826.  He  is 
a  son  of  Josiah  and  Betsey  (Laberteaux)  Converse? 
the  former  a  native  of  New  England.  With  the 
exception  of  two  years  spent  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness, he  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  farming  pursuits 
and  is  a  thorough  and  practical  agriculturist. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Converse  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County  and  at  first  was  employed  on  different  farms, 
but  one  year  after  settling  here,  he  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ross  Township,  which  he 
still  owns.  He  was  married,  August  8,  1855,  to 
Miss  Sarah  M.,  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Alsamena 
(Downing)  Cooley,and  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  August  7,  1834.  Her  parents,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York,  emigrated  in  1836,  to 
Calhoun  County,  this  State,  the  journey  being 
made  overland  to  the  new  home  by  way  of  Canada, 
by  wagon. 

When  Mr.  Cooley  settled  in  Calhoun  County, 
the  nearest  neighbor  was  six  miles  away,  and  the 
land  was  covered  with  a  dense  forest  growth.  He 
entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  from 
the  Government,  the  price  being  $1.25  per  acre, 
and  settled  in  the  woods  of  Bedford  Township, 
where  he  cleared  and  cultivated  one  of  the  best 
farms  of  the  county.  He  served  as  Supervisor  of 
the  township,  and  was  in  other  ways  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  progress  of  the  county.  In  their 
old  age,  he  and  his  wife  removed  to  Battle  Creek, 
where,  surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  life,  they 
passed  their  closing  days. 

Through  his  tireless  exertions,  Mr.  Converse 
cleared  and  improved  his  farm  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  comprising 
one  of  the  best  estates  of  the  county.  In  the  pub- 
lic life  of  the  township,  he  is  always  interested  and 
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is  known  as  a  firm  Republican.  He  has  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner,  and  is  a  member  of  Ross 
Grange  No.  24,  of  which  he  has  been  Treasurer  for 
many  years.  He  contributes  liberally  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  a  member. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Converse  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  as  follows:  Eliza,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  H. 
Haughey,  of  Battle  Creek;  Henry  C;  Minnie,  who 
married  William  Greer;  William  H.  and  Frank. 
Mrs.  Converse  is  one  of  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living,  viz:  P.  J.,  of  Chicago;  Mrs. 
Converse,  and  Cyrus,  of  Barry  County.  The  posi- 
tion occupied  by  Mr.  Converse  and  his  excellent 
wife  in  the  social  circles  of  the  community  is  a 
high  one,  and  their  influence  is  felt  in  moulding 
the  opmions  of  others. 


J  [AMES  C.  BENNETT  is  the  senior  member 
I    of   the  firm  of  James   C.  Bennett  &  Son, 
I    dealers   in  boots  and  shoes  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.    The  business  was  established  in  1859, 

by  S.  O.  Bennett,  father  of  our  subject,  and  carried 
on  by  him,  in  company  with  his  sons,  L.  T.,  J.  C. 
and  John,  for  several  years.     His  death  occurred  in 
1884,  in  his  eightieth  year.     The   following  was 
given  in  the  History  and  Directory  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  issued    in   1869:  "S.  O.  Bennett  &  Sons, 
manufacturers  of,  and  dealers  in,  boots  and  shoes 
at  No.  HI  Main  Street.     The  firm  began  business 
under  this  name  in  January,  1866.     S.  O.  Bennett, 
however,  came  here  in  1859,  and   began  trade  in 
the  fall  of  that  year.    In  December,  1867,  the  store 
which  he  had  purchased  and   fitted  up  was  des- 
troj^ed  by  fire,  but  with  characteristic  enterprise  he 
began  to  rebuild  in  April,  and  in  August  finished 
the  handsome  and  commodious  brick  store  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  firm  at  No.  Ill  Main  Street,  which 
is  a  favorite  and  popular  place  for  the  purchasers 
of  sole  goods  of  every  kind.     S.  O.  Bennett  has 
been  a  most  valuable  citizen,  contributing  by  his 
enterprise  and  liberality  to  the  wealth  and  beauty 
of  I^alamazoo.    The  firm  is  composed  of  S.  O.  Ben- 
nett, father,  and  James  C.  and  John,  sons,  gentle- 


men thoroughly  versed  in  the  conduct  and  require- 
ments of  the  shoe  trade,  and  citizens  of  position 
and  influence.'' 

James  C.  Bennett,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
is  the  eldest  son  of  Stephen  O.  and  Sarah  (Cailen- 
der)  Bennett.  The  father  was  born  near  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  in  New  York  City. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  William  Callender,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  West  Indian  trade.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  New  York  City,  where  Mr.  Bennett  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  for  several  years.  In 
1832,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  and  afterward  to  Cleveland.  In  1841,  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Racine  County,  Wis., 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  1859,  when  became  to  Kalamazoo  and 
established  the  boot  and  shoe  business  as  above 
stated. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  York  City,  August 
13,  1831,  acquired  his  early  education  in  Ohio,  af- 
terward attended  the  academy  at  Racine,  and  com- 
i)leted  his  school  life  in  the  University  of  Wiscon- 
sin.    He  then  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years, 
and  afterward  in  farming  in  Wisconsin   for   ten 
years,    but    in    1826    came   to  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
joining  his  father  in  business.     Another  store  was 
established  in  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  1873  James  C. 
became   sole    proprietor  of  the   Kalamazoo  store, 
while   the  father   took  the   other.     He  continued 
alone  in  business  until  1884,  when  he  admitted  to 
partnership  his  son,  Lorenzo T.,  and  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  James  C.  Bennett  &  Son.     They 
carry  a  large  and  complete  line,  and  have  a  well- 
ordered  establishment,  which  is  the  oldest  concern 
of  the  kind  in  Kalamazoo  County.     Their  store  is 
22x100  feet,  and  three  stories  in    height,  and  is 
built  on  the  site  of  that  which  was  burned.     They 
do  a  strictly  cash  business,  and   have  a  large  and 
constantly  increasing  trade,  which  they  have  won 
through  industry,  perseverance  and  the  courteous 
treatment  which  marks  their  intercourse  with  their 
customers. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Bennett  wedded  Miss  Margaret 
Thompson,  of  Racine  County,  Wis.,  daughter  of 
Robert  Thompson,  a  wealthy  farmer  of  that  county. 
He  was  for  many  years  superintendent  of  theMon- 
son  Woolen  Mills  of  Monson,  Mass.,  which  is  the 
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birthplace  of  Mrs.  Bennett.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  two  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Mary  E.,  Lorenzo  T.,  S.  Jen- 
nie, Isabella  G.  and  Robert  S.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Bennett  has  held  the  office  of  Deacon  since  1867; 
also  that  of  Trustee  for  ten  years.  He  was  for  nine 
years  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  in  Ray- 
mond, Wis.,  and,  since  coming  to  Kalamazoo,  has 
been  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  church  here.  He  was  also  Superin- 
tendent of  the  public  schools  in  Racine  County.  He 
has  led  an  honorable,  upright  life,  thereby  winning 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Kalamazoo, 
we  know  none  more  worthy  of  representation  in 
this  volume  than  our  subject. 


1828. 


AJ.     WYLLYS     CADWELL     RANSOM, 

who  is  a  prominent  and  influential  resi- 
dent of  Kalamazoo,  was  born  at  Towns- 
hend,  Windham  County,  Vt.,  April  28, 
His  father  was  Gov.  Epaphroditus  Ransom, 
whose  biography  will  appear  on  another  page  in 
this  volume.  His  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Almira  Cadwell,  daughter  of  Wyllys  Cadwell,  a  rep- 
resentative citizen  and  merchant  of  Montpelier,  Vt., 
who  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  new  capi- 
tal after  its  removal  from  Vergennes,  which  had 
been  the  seat  of  Government  since  the  admission 
of  the  State  into  the  Union. 

In  1834,  Gov.  Ransom  emigrated  to  Michigan, 
having  been  preceded  here  by  his  brother  and 
sister,  and,  locating  in  Kalamazoo,  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  This  now  prosperous  city  at  that 
time  was  little  more  than  a  hamlet,  containing 
about  twenty  houses  and  one  hundred  inhabitants, 
but  being  founded  mostly  by  New  Englanders, 
who  brought  all  their  usual  thrift  and  enterprise 
to  the  task  of  building  up  the  infant  village,  it 
rapidly  increased  in  importance  and  population, 
and  was  soon  provided  with  churches  and  good 
schools.  Among  the  latter  was  a  branch  of  the 
State  University  where  our  subject  was  prepared 
to  enter  the  Sophomore  class  at  the  main  institu- 


tion at  Ann  Arbor,  in  1845.  He  was  there  gradu- 
ated three  years  later,  and  was  appointed  Private 
Secretary  to  his  father  in  the  executive  oflOce,  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  to  act  until  the  close 
of  the  official  term,  in  1850. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  above  mentioned, 
our  subject  entered  the  office  of  the  Auditor-Gen- 
eral under  Hon.  John  J.  Adam,  who  was  very 
prominent  among  the  early  officers  of  the  State, 
and  who  was  a  man  of  exceptional  ability  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  public  duties.  Mr.  Ransom  remained 
in  his  office  for  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  Kal- 
amazoo, and  was  here  engaged  in  business  pursuits 
until  1857,  when,  having  been  tendered  an  import- 
ant position  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General 
of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  he  left  Michigan  for  new 
fields  of  duty, 

Mr.  Ransom  reached  Kansas  in  the  most  critical 
period  of  its  history,  and  although  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  he  at  once  upon  his  arrival  there  joined 
the  Free  State  party,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions 
narrowly  escaped  severe  consequences  from  his 
open  denunciation  of  pro-slavery  outrages.  In 
1858,  the  Surveyor-General's  office  being  removed 
to  Nebraska  City,  our  subject  accompanied  it 
thither  and  remained  on  duty,  a  portion  of  the  time 
as  chief  clerk,  until  the  fall  of  1860,  when  he  went 
to  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.,  in  charge  of  the  Register's  De- 
partment of  the  United  States  Land  Office  for  the 
Osage  District,  located  at  that  place.  He  discharged 
the  duties  of  that  important  office  until  April, 
1861,  when,  upon  the  fall  of  Ft.  Sumter,  he  at 
once  entered  the  services  of  the  Union  as  First 
Lieutenant  of  Company  E,  Second  Regiment  Kan- 
sas Volunteer  Infantry — a  regiment  organized  for 
three-months'  service  under  President  Lincoln's 
first  call.  Upon  the  promotion  of  his  Captain  to  be 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  the  organization  of  the  reg- 
iment, Mr.  Ransom  was  commissioned  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

July  foil  wing,  Capt.  Ransom  was  detailed  by 
Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon  to  raise  the  Sixth  Kansas 
Cavalry  Regiment,  which  service  he  performed  in 
a  brief  time,  and  was  commissioned  Major  of  the 
same  in  March,  1862.  Almost  immediately  there- 
after, he  was  given  a  separate  command  in  the 
field,  and  for  nearly  two  years  was  engaged  in  the 
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most  arduous  and  perilous  service,  in  pursuing 
and  fighting  the  numerous  bands  of  guerrillas 
that  infested  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 
He  was  present  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Hickory  Grove,  Lone  Jack,  Cedar  Creek,  and  on 
the  pursuit  of  the  Rebel  General,  Jo  Shelby,  upon 
the  occasion  of  his  raid  into  Missouri,  in  1863. 

Our  subject  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 
March,  1865,  meanwhile  serving  in  the  capacity 
of  Chief  of  Ordinance  of  the  District  of  the  Front- 
ier, and  once  as  Judge  Advocate  on  the  staffs  of 
Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr.,  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 
Gen.  George  Sykes  and  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt.  Re- 
turning from  the  army,  Maj.  Ransom  located  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  real  estate.  Soon,  however,  he  was  ap- 
pionted  by  Gov.  Fletcher,  to  the  position  of  Clerk 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Jackson  County.  This 
was  the  period  of  the  re-construction  of  Missouri  as 
a  free  State.  In  July,  1866,  he  was  attacked  in 
the  streets  of  Kansas  City  by  a  party  of  his  old 
bushwhacker  enemies,  who  at  once  fired  on  him. 
After  a  fight  which  lasted  some  minutes,  Maj.  Ran- 
som fell,  severely  wounded  in  three  places.  He 
has  never  fully  recovered  from  the  effect  of  that 
outrageous  attack. 

During  the  year  1865,  Maj.  Ransom  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Kansas  City  &  Cameron  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Four  years  later  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  as  Auditor  and  Assistant  Treas- 
urer of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  &  Galveston 
Railroad  Company,  where  he  remained  until  1877, 
when  he  accepted  the  appointment  of  Auditor  of 
the  Chicago  &  Lake  Huron  Railroad  Company,  of 
Michigan,  and,  returning  to  Michigan,  located  at 
Port  Huron.  He  made  his  home  in  that  city  until 
1881,  when  he  was  appointed  Deputy-Commissioner 
of  Railroads  of  Michigan  under  the  Hon.  W.  B. 
Williams,  of  Allegan.  He  held  that  position 
through  five  administrations,  and  retired  to  priv- 
ate life  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  oflBce,  in 
1891,  and  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Kalamazoo, 
where  he  is  still  residing. 

Maj.  Ransom,  himself  a  ripe  scholar,  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and 
was  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  many 
years  at  Lawrence,  Kan.     In  politics,  our   subject. 


though  early  educated  in  the  Democratic  faith,  has 
voted  the  Republican  ticket  since  1860.  He  was 
married,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Mary  E.,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  Dr.  William  Mottram,  a  prominent  phy- 
sician of  Kalamazoo.  Mrs.  Ransom  has  shared  the 
fortunes  of  her  husband  through  his  eventful  ca- 
reer, even  to  camp  life,  where  she  became  a  prime 
favorite  with  the  soldiers.  Seven  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the 
promise  of  honorable  and  useful  lives  before  them. 
The  portrait  of  Maj.  Ransom  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 


i^H^i 


(^_ 


!hA\  RS.  ADELIA  L.  BRIGHAM.  This  hon- 
ored and  esteemed  lady  of  Richland  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County,  is  a  native  of 
the  State  of  Vermont,  where  she  opened 
her  eyes  to  the  light  December  14,  1828.  Her  par- 
ents were  William  L.  and  Jerusha  (Harris)  Granger, 
natives  also  of  Vermont.  Her  paternal  ancestors 
were  of  English  stock,  as  is  also  the  ancestry  on 
the  mother's  side,  and  the  grandfather  Granger  was 
a  hero  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

When  five  years  of  age,  Mrs.  Brigham  with  her 
parents  removed  to  Canada,  settling  near  Chatham, 
the  mother  dying  soon  after  their  arrival  in  that 
Province.  The  father  survived  until  the  fall  of 
1886,  when  he  too  died.  At  the  age  of  nine  years, 
our  subject  came  with  her  father  and  family  to 
Kent  County,  Mich.,  and  resided  in  that  county 
until  fifteen  years  old  when  the  family  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  settled,  in  Richland  Township, 
and  with  the  exception  of  about  three  years  she 
has  been  a  resident  here  since.  She  attended  the 
first  academy  established  at  Grand  Rapids  and  re- 
ceived a  very  good  education. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, July  2,  1846,  to  Barna  L.  Brigham,  a  native 
of  the  Bay  State.  Mr.  Brigham  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  erected 
a  number  of  buildings  in  Richland  Township,  and 
all  the  buildings,  with  the  exception  of  one,  on  his 
farm  where  his  esteemed  widow  now  resides.  After 
their  marriage,  this  couple  settled  on  their  farm  in 
Richland  Township,  he  having  owned  the  place  a 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


799 


number  of  years  previous.  Mr.  Brigham  developed 
and  cleared  it  and  made  of  it  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  attractive  farms  in  the  township  and  it  is  to- 
day a  standing  monument  to  his  industry  and  hard 
labor.  He  saw  much  pioneer  labor  and  was  called 
from  this  life  to  enjoy  the  recompense  due  his  long 
and  useful  career  in  1876.  He  was  a  man  highl}^ 
esteemed  and  much  honored  lor  his  sterling  quali- 
ties and  honesty  and  in  his  death  the  county  lost 
one  of  its  influential  and  intellectual  pioneer  citi- 
zens. He  was  not  connected  with  any  church,  but 
was  a  man  who  was  a  Christian  and  wanted  to  be 
Justin  everything. 

Mrs.  Brigham  resides  on  the  home  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  acres  and  ranks  among  the 
first  pioneer  women  of  the  township.  To  her 
and  her  husband  seven  children  were  born:  Gor- 
don B.,  Charles  H.,  William  L.,  Frances  E.,  Jennie 
J.,  AdeliaL.  and  Anna  M.,  who  are  all  well  liked 
by  all  who  know  them.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  a  kind  husband  and  loving  father  and  an 
obliging  neighbor  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  business  community. 


(^^  ILAS  W.  KENDALL.  One  of  the  men  who 
^^^  has  been  prominently  interested  in  the  de- 
(il/jl)  velopment  of  Oshtemo  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County,  is  this  gentleman.  He  is  a 
son  of  Homer  8.  Kendall,  a  native  of  Berkshire 
County,  Vt.,  where  he  was  born  in  1800.  The 
father  was  an  only  son,  and  his  father  was  also  a 
native  of  New  England  who  died  when  Homer  was 
but  a  young  boy,  leaving  him  the  care  of  his  mother. 
He  at  first  worked  by  the  month,  receiving  but  $8 
per  month  in  return  for  his  hard  labors.  He  then 
learned  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  in 
which  he  was  quite  successful.  He  was  married  to 
Beulah  Scott,  a  native  of  Windham,  Vt.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rufus  Scott,  the  ceremony  taking 
place  on  New  Year's  Day  of  1824,  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1856, 
bringing  five  children,  our  subject  being  the  young- 
est. The  father  settled  in  Oshtemo  Township,  this 
county,  in  1857,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  on 


section  34.  He  died  October  22, 1891.  He  was  an 
active  and  prominent  man  in  his  younger  days  in 
all  public  movements.  His  good  wife  died  on  the 
10th  of  March,  1872. 

Silas  W.  Kendall,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  had 
his  birth  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  September  29, 
1846,  and  there  spent  his  boyhood  days  attending 
the  common  schools.  He  came  to  this  State  with 
his  parents  and  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Lucy  S. 
Drummond,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Drummond,  an 
old  settler  and  one  highly  esteemed  by  his  many 
acquaintances.  Mrs.  Kendall  is  a  pleasant,  sociable 
and  motherly  woman,  and  is  highly  spoken  of  by 
all.  Our  subject  is  an  active  man  and  quite  popu- 
lar and  has  run  for  Supervisor  of  his  township  a 
number  of  times,  but,  being  in  the  minority  has 
failed  to  secure  an  election.  In  his  politics,  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  erected  a  Rne  house 
on  the  estate  consisting  of  eighty  acres  on  section 
34,  and  everything  around  shows  the  thrift  and 
energy  of  the  owner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kendall  have 
one  child,  to  whom  they  have  given  the  name  of  E. 
Vernon,  who  is  now  nine  years  old,  the  pride  and 
hope  of  the  family.  Mr.  Kendall  has  two  brothers 
and  one  sister  now  living.  J.  W.  is  living  in  Kal- 
amazoo City,  Smith  H.  in  Pine  Grove  Township, 
and  Nancy  S.  Thompson  is  a  widow  living  in  Kal- 
amazoo. His  sister  Electa  died  in  Dakota.  J.  W. 
Kendall  was  a  soldier  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Michi- 
gan Infantry  in  the  late  war  and  served  his  coun- 
try three  years. 

yE  NDREW  J.  HOLMES,  dentist,  a  member  of 
(@!OI  the  popular  firm  of  Holmes  <fe  Moffett,  was 
born  August  18,  1834,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Willoughby,  Lake  County,  Ohio.  He  is 
the  second  son  and  seventh  child  in  a  family  of 
eight  born  to  Ezra  and  Maria  (Pelton)  Holmes. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the 
mother  of  New  York,  and  were  married  in  Living- 
ston County,  of  the  latter-named  State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  West  to  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  a§  early  as  1830,  where  Mr.  Holmes 
was   engaged   in    general  farming  and    dairying, 
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.  manufacturing  a  fine  quality  of  cheese,  for  whicli 
article  he  took  first  premium  in  the  county  and 
State   fairs.     He   passed   from   this   life  in  1861, 
when  in  his  sixty-fourth  year.     His  good  wife  had 
preceded  him  to  the  better  land  many  years,  her 
death  taking  place  in  1837,  in  Lake  County,  Ohio. 
After  the  death  of  his  mother,  the  father  of  our 
subject  was   a  second  time  married,  the   lady  of 
his  choice  being  Maria  Peters,  who  is  now  deceased 
and  who  had  become  the  mother  of  five  children. 
Andrew  J.  Holmes  received  his   primary  educa- 
tion in  the  common   schools  o^  his  native   town, 
and  later  attended  the  Kirtland  Academy  at  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio.     After  being  graduated  from  that  in- 
stitution, he  taught  school  for  two  years  and  then 
began  the  study  of  dentistry  at  Willoughby,  Ohio. 
After  completing  his  course  in  that  profession,  Dr. 
Holmes  began  the   practice   of   dentistry  in    the 
above-named  city,  where  he  was  more  than  ordin- 
arily successful  in  building  up  a  lucrative  practice. 
In  January,  1869,  the   original   of   this   sketch 
went   to   South  Haven,  this    State,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years  and  then  came  to  Kalamazoo 
in     1871,   where   he   has   since   been    a   resident. 
Dr.  Holmes  is  quite  extensively  interested  in  real 
estate,  and,  in  addition  to  the   property  which  he 
owns  in  this  city,  is  the  proprietor  of  a  good  farm 
at  Grand  Forks,  Dak.  At  one  time  he  was  interested 
with  P.  Poyneer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Poyneer 
&  Co.,  dealing  in  fanning  mills  and  selling   them 
throughout  the  Eastern  States.     He  was  thus  em- 
ployed during  the  years  of  1883-84,  but  since  that 
time  gives  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession. 

Dr.  Holmes  was  married,  in  March,  1868,  to  Miss 
Marion  E.  Webster,  of  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Holmes  was  born  in  Kirtland,  Lake  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Truesdale  and  Mary 
(Peterson)  Webster.  Our  subiect  and  his  wife 
have  become  the  parents  of  one  son,  Frank  W.,who 
is  now  a  student  in  the  dental  department  of  the 
Michigan  University. 

Socially,  Dr.  Holmes  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias. and 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. In  church  matters,  with  his  wife,  he  belongs 
to  the  Unitarian  denomination,  in  which  body  he 
was  a  Trustee.     Mrs,  Holmes  now  holds  that  posi- 


tion, however,  and  the  church  is  presided  over  by 
a  ladj^  minister,  Mrs.  Bartlett.  The  beautiful  home 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  located  at  No.  703, 
West  Main  Street,  where  they  entertain  their 
friends,  by  whom  they  are  held  in  universal  es- 
teem. 


ji?#IRKE  W.  NOYES,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
(^1^  eral  of  the  Department  of  Michigan,  G.  A. 
/il>^  R.,  was  born  in  Leroy,  Genesee  County,  N. 
^^  Y.,  April  22,  1830.  He  traces  his  lineage 
back  to  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  when 
his  ancestors  came  from  Normandy  to  England  and 
settled  at  Salisbury.  At  an  early  day  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  colonies,  representatives  of  the  family 
emigrated  hither  and  located  in  New  Hampshire, 
where  were  born  the  parents  of  our  subject,  David 
W.  and  Olive  (Allen)  Noyes.  The  mother  was 
a  distant  connection  of  the  famous  Ethan  Allen, 
so  that  both  as  pioneers  and  patriots  the  members 
of  the  family  have  labored  for  the  development 
of  the  Union. 

In  October,  1831,  our  subject  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  this  State,  where  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Macomb  County,  and  attended  school 
whenever  opportunity  offered.  However,  his  edu 
cation  was  principally  gained  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  father,  who  was  a  teacher  as  well  as  a 
farmer.  When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  hired  out  to  work  by  the  month,  making 
an  agreement  that  he  was  to  receive  as  much  as 
was  paid  by  any  one  in  town.  Later,  he  attended 
the  Disco  Academ}^  and  in  the  winter  of  1851-52 
taught  school.  At  the  close  of  his  term  of  school, 
he  engaged  to  work  on  Government  surveys  in  the 
Upper  Peninsula,  and  during  the  following  winter 
clerked  in  a  country  store. 

In  March,  1853,  Mr.  Noyes  sailed  from  New 
York  for  Melbourne,  Australia,  and,  after  a  voyage 
of  one  hundred  and  five  days,  landed  at  the  des- 
tined port  on  July  4th.  Eor  a  month  he  was  em- 
ployed by  an  uncle  of  George  Francis  Train  ns 
clerk  in  a  bonded  warehouse,  and  after  quitting 
that  place  w^ent  into  the  gold  mines,  where  he 
worked  with  varying  success  until  February,  1855. 
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He  found  at  that  time  he  had  money  enough  to 
pay  his  passage  home,  and,  accordingly,  he  em- 
barked for  London,  which  he  reached  after  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  days  on  the  ocean.  Among 
his  fellow-passengers  was  an  uncle  of  William  P^. 
Gladstone,  Charles  Ewart  by  name.  It  was  Derby 
Day  when  he  arrived  in  London,  and  after  making 
a  short  visit  in  that  city,  he  sailed  from  South- 
hampton and   landed  in    New  York  during  June. 

From  New  York,  Mr.  Noyes  proceeded  to  Bos- 
ton, thence  to  the  former  home  of  his  father  in 
New  Hampshire  and  from  that  place  to  Niagara 
Falls.  In  July,  1855,  he  returned  to  his  father's 
home  in  Macomb  County,  this  State,  and,  after  vis- 
iting at  home  for  a  short  time,  went  to  Chicago 
and  entered  Bell's  Commercial  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  second  honors  in  a  class  of 
fifty.  In  the  spring  of  1856,  he  engaged  with  a 
lumber  firm,  by  the  name  of  Adams,  Blinn  &  Co., 
as  book-keeper  and  general  manager,  and  was  sent 
by  them  across  the  lake  to  South  Haven,  where  he 
had  charge  of  their  interests,  managed  their  store 
and  was  foreman  of  their  employes  at  that  place. 
The  panic  of  1857  not  only  bankrupted  the  firm, 
but  caused  him  to  lose  his  entire  salary  and  the 
money  he  had  loaned  his  employers. 

About  that  time,  when  Mr.  Noyes  was,  perhaps, 
suffering  more  from  adverse  circumstances  than  at 
any  other  period  of  his  life,  he  was  married,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1853,  to  Mettie  L.,  the  daughter  of  Howe 
and  Harriet  (Lamphear)  Covert.  At  the  time  of 
her  marriage,  Mrs.  Noyes  was  a  resident  of  South 
Haven,  but  her  native  place  was  in  Ovid,  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  March  2,  1839. 
Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noyes,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Arthur  J. 
is  engaged  on  the  street  railroad  in  Chicago; 
George  W.,  born  February  22,  1861,  resides  in 
Mandan,  N.  Dak.,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  taxi- 
dermists in  the  United  States;  Bertha  E.  is  the  wife 
of  E.  J.  Harrington,  a  farmer  of  Paw  Paw  Town- 
ship; David  W.  lives  in  Paw  Paw,  where  he  is 
clerking  in  the  establisliment  of  J.  C.  Warner;  Al- 
bert, who  is  blind  from  the  effect  of  injury  re- 
ceived when  ten  years  old,  remains  under  the  pa- 
rental roof;  Ralph  G.,  who  is  also  a  taxidermist  and 
resides  in  Dakota;  Harry  S.  is  a  student  in  the  Paw 


Paw  High  School;  Joe  and  Merta  remain  at  home. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Noyes  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  near  South  Haven,  upon  which  he  lo- 
cated in  the  spring  of  the  following  year.  He  en- 
gaged in  cutting  wood  and  averaged  a  cord  each 
day  during  the  winter  months.  On  December  2, 
1862,  he  enhsted  in  Company  D,  First  Michigan 
Sharpshooters,  and  went  into  camp  at  Kalamazoo. 
During  the  following  month,  he  went  to  Dear- 
born Arsenal,  near  Detroit,  and  in  July,  with  his 
regiment,  marched  to  Indiana,  following  the  Mor- 
gan raiders  through  that  State  to  the  Ohio  line 
and  engaged  in  several  sharp  skirmishes.  After 
doing  provost  duty  in  Indianapolis  for  a  time,  he 
was  ordered  to  Detroit  to  prevent  draft  riots. 

The  regiment  received  orders  in  August  to 
march  to  Chicago  and  guard  Morgan's  men  at 
Camp  Douglas,  and  thence,  March  23,  1864,  they 
proceeded  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  to  join  Burnside's 
expedition.  They  crossed  the  Rapidan  River  and 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  5, 
1864,  going  into  action.  May  6th,  with  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  enlisted  men  and  thirtj^-six 
commissioned  officers.  They  participated  in  all 
the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
during  the  siege  of  Petersburg  occupied  the  near- 
est approach  to  the  rebel  lines,  guarding  the  mouth 
of  the  mines  run  under  the  rebel  works.  When 
the  city  fell,  the  regiment  planted  the  first  flag 
over  the  ruins. 

At  vSpottsylvania,  on  May  13th,  Mr.  Noyes  was 
wounded  in  the  left  arm  and,  on  July  30th,  re- 
ceived injuries  at  the  blowing  up  of  the  mine.  A 
shell  exploded  near  him  which  caused  partial  par- 
alysis of  the  right  side,  deafness  in  the  right  ear, 
paralysis  of  the  right  larynx,  and  broke  two  toes 
in  the  left  foot.  On  September  30th,  at  Peebles  farm, 
he  was  again  wounded  in  the  left  limb  above  the 
knee  and  was  taken  prisoner,  being  kept  at  Libby 
Prison  for  a  few  days  and  thence  removed,  on  Oc- 
tober 6th,  to  Salisbury,  where  he  remained  one 
month.  Together  with  others,  he  planned  escape, 
but  the  plot  being  discovered,  he  was  removed  to 
Danville,  Va.,  where  he  was  held  until  February 
and  then  returned  to  Libby  Prison. 

On  February  22,  1865,  Mr.  Noyes  was  paroled, 
and  going  to  the  hospital  at  Annapolis,   soon  ob- 
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tained  a  leave  of  absence  and  came  home.  On 
April  15th,  before  he  had  learned  of  the  assassina- 
tion of  President  Lincoln,  he  was  impelled  by  a 
strong  inward  feeling  to  return  to  the  army,  and 
meeting  his  company,  did  duty  until  July  28th, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  and  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington.  He  had  enlisted 
as  a  private,  and  by  a  series  of  promotions  passed 
from  Orderly  Sergeant  to  First  Lieutenant  and 
Captain.  Before  receiving  his  commission  for  the 
latter  position,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant,  in 
which  capacity  he  was  serving  at  the  time  of  his 
resignation. 

Upon  returning  home,  Mr.  Noj^es  began  to  clear 
and  improve  his  farm,  on  which  he  resided  until 
1872.  He  is  a  prominent  Republican,  and,  in  1857, 
was  elected  Township  Clerk;  in  1860,  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and.  in  1862,  Supervisor.  His  first  vote 
was  cast,  in  1852,  for  John  P.  Hale,  and  four  years 
later  he  supported  John  C.  Fremont.  In  1867,he  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  South  Haven,  which  posi- 
tion he  retained  until  1870,  serving  as  Chairman 
in  1869-70.  He  served  two  terms  as  Register  cf 
Deeds  and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
about  five  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  man- 
ager of  a  general  store  in  Paw  Paw,  finallj^  buying 
out  the  stock.  In  May,  1886,  he  was  appointed  assis- 
tant book-keeper  in  the  land  office  at  Lansing,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until  May,  1890,  when  he 
was  appointed  State  Trespass  Agent.  In  January, 
1891,  he  resigned  that  position  and  the  following 
March  was  appointed  to  his  present  responsible  and 
influential  position  in  the  Grand  Arm}^  of  the  Re- 
public, and  has  since  been  appointed  by  President 
Harrison  to  the  position  of  Postmaster  at  Paw 
Paw. 


ylLLIAM  CLARK  RANSOM,  M.  D.,  lo- 
cated at  South  Haven  in  April,  1881,  and 
has  since  become  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  the  place,  as  well  as  a  popular  physi- 
cian. He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hempstead 
Bros.  &  Ransom,  clothing  merchants,  and  is  also 
a  dealer  in  real  estate  and  interested  in  commerce 
on  the  lakes.  Dr.  Ransom  was  born  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  December  6,  1828,  a  son  of  James 


and  Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Ransom,  the  Ransom 
family  being  of  Irish  ancestry.  Samuel  Ransom, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  never  heard  of 
thereafter,  it  being  supposed  that  he  was  killed  by 
the  Indians. 

James  Ransom,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  in  1806,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  emigrated  to 
Ohio.  There  he  married  Elizabeth  Anderson,  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  born  near  Baltimore,  in  1809,  and 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  They  resided  in  Belmont  and 
Guernsey  Counties,  Ohio,  until  1836,  then  remov- 
ing to  what  is  now  Blackford  County,  Ohio,  where 
Mr.  Ransom  cut  a  road  ten  miles  into  the  dense 
forest  and  settled  down  five  miles  distant  from 
any  other  white  man.  Here  he  cleared  a  farm  and 
made  a  home.  He  died  in  1862,  his  wife  surviv- 
ing hmi  until  1873.  They  had  thirteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  attained  to  mature  years,  married 
and  reared  families. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  the 
parental  family  and  one  of  three  sons  who  chose 
the  medical  profession.  Two  sons  became  merch- 
ants and  one  a  contractor  and  builder.  On  attain- 
ing his  majority,  Dr.  Ransom  worked  one  year  for 
a  livestock  dealer.  In  1850,  he  was  seized  with 
the  gold  fever  and  started  for  California  via  New 
Orleans,  Cuba,  Mexico  and  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  thus  after  a  journey  of  nine  months  ar- 
rived in  San  Francisco  without  any  money.  He 
worked  one  year  on  a  ranch  at  $125  per  month. 
He  then  took  a  claim  on  what  is  now  the  site  of 
San  Jose,  which  he  sold  for  $6,000  and  deposited 
the  money  in  a  bank.  This  failed  and  he  thus 
lost  all  his  hard-earned  wealth.  He  then  worked 
a  few  months  in  the  mines,  accumulating  $1,500, 
which  he  loaned  a  merchant,  but  through  his  dis- 
honesty again  lost  all  his  savings.  He  was  not 
discouraged,  however,  in  spite  of  all  his  hard  luck, 
and  immediately  set  about  retrieving  his  fortunes, 
taking  up  a  new  line  of  work.  He  had  never  at- 
tended school  to  amount  to  anything,  but  in  his 
boyhood  days,  during  his  leisure  moments,  he  was 
fond  of  perusing  medical  works  and  when  he  went 
to  California  carried  a  number  of  these  with  him. 
He  now  entered  a  private  hospital  at  Sacramento, 
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where  be  worked  "two  years,  then  went  with  the 
Surgeon -General  and  a  company  of  militia  into 
Northern  California  and  Oregon,  having  care 
of  the  sick  soldiers  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of 
this  lime,  he  went  onto  an  Indian  Reservation  in 
Del  Norte  County,  Smith  River  Valley,  Cal. 

In  1864,  Dr.  Ransom  purchased  1400  worth  of 
drugs  and  sailed  for  the  Island  of  Otaheite  in  the 
southern  Pacific  Ocean.  The  journey  was  made  on 
an  American  schooner  (carrying  the  Otaheite  flag) 
to  Otaheite.  The  voyage  to  China  and  Africa  was 
made  prior  to  this  on  a  man-of-war.  He  stopped 
at  the  capital,  Papeiti,  of  the  island  and  cared  for 
some  whale  fishers  who  were  there  sick.  He  next 
went  to  the  Feejee  Islands,  New  Zealand,  and 
Australia,  where  he  shipped  for  Valparaiso,  Chili, 
landing  on  the  6th  of  March,  1865,  and  remained 
until  July  16,  1865,  there  hearing  for  the  first  time 
of  the  capture  of  Richmond  and  the  assassination 
of  President  Lincoln.  From  Valparaiso,  he  sailed 
to  Callao,  Peru,  where  he  remained  two  weeks, 
then  went  to  Quiteel,  Ecuador,  and  made  a  visit  to 
Quito.  He  then  sailed  to  Panama  and  from  there 
to  New  York  and  in  the  fall  of  1865  returned  to 
his  old  home  at  Hartford,  Ind.,  and  hung  out  his 
shingle  as  physician  and  surgeon.  Dr.  Ransom 
now  took  a  course  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  Col- 
lege and  in  1870  was  graduated  from  the  Indiana 
Medical  College,  remaining  at  Hartford  until  he 
came  to  South  Haven. 

After  his  removal  to  South  Haven,  Dr.  Ransom 
practiced  his  profession  and  also  engaged  in  deal- 
ing in  real  estate  and  soon  become  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  business  of  the  town.  In  1884,  he 
built  a  schooner  loaded  with  produce  and  with  his 
family  on  board  started  for  New  Orleans  to  visit  the 
exposition.  The  trip  required  one  hundred  days 
as  he  hunted  and  fished  along  the  route.  He  sold 
the  cargo  and  boat  at  New  Orleans.  He  has  since 
built  three  other  boats  and  sold  them  at  the  place. 
He  has  built  the  "Harvey  Ransom,"  which  sails  on 
the  lake,  and  has  been  interested  in  other  vessels. 
Since  1888,  the  Doctor  has  been  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Hempstead  Bros.  &  Ransom  and  has  built 
several  residences  in  South  Haven.  Dr.  Ransom 
was  married,  January  1,  1866,  to  Emil}^  Hodson, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phoebe  Hodson.     She  was 


born  in  Grant  County,  Ind.,  November  22,  1848. 
They  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Thomas  Harvey, 
who  was  born  in  Hartford,  Ind.,  August  5,  1870, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Indiana  College  of 
Pliysicians  and  Surgeons  in  1891,  a  few  days  be- 
fore he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  is  now 
associated  with  his  father  in  practice.  Dr.  Ransom 
is  a  stanch  Republican  but  cannot  be  called  a  poli- 
tician as  he  takes  but  little  interest  in  the  work- 
ings of  "  the  machine, "  and  has  never  sought 
public  office.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  in  1855,  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  both 
the  subordinate  and  the  encampment  lodges  and 
served  as  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  Oregon  and  in 
Indiana.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Scientific,  Medi- 
cal, and  Business  Societies  of  South  Haven. 
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c4l  i^ILLIAM  S.  DOWNEY,  Sheriff' of  Kalama- 
\/\///  ^^^  County,  claims  Ireland  as  the  land  of 
^f^  his  nativity,  and  is  one  of  the  worthy  citi- 
zens which  that  country  has  furnished  to  Mich- 
igan. His  birth  occurred  in  the  city  of  Belfast, 
March  2,  1852,  and  he  is  the  eldest  son  of  William 
and  Mary  (McConnell)  Downey.  In  1862,  his  par- 
ents crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Quebec,  and  thence 
came  direct  to  Michigan,  locating  on  a  farm  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  Mr.  Downey  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred October  6,  1872.  He  took  quite  a  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs,  and  was  very  active  in 
the  campaign  of  Seymour  and  Blair.  He  was  a 
strong  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  views  of  John  Knox.  All  wlio 
knew  him  respected  him  for  his  honesty  of  purpose 
and  fidelity  to  the  right.  His  wife  died  in  Ireland 
in  1861.  The  family  numbered  two  sons  and  a 
daughter:  James  A.,  now  of  Chicago;  Mary,  wife 
of  John  Gilmer  of  the  firm  of  Gilmer  Brothers, 
dry-goods  merchants  of  Kalamazoo;  and  William 
S.,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  trained  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  in  the  Baptist  College  of  Kalamazoo,  which  he 
attended  for  two  years.     He  then  began  earning 
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his  own  livelihood,  and  for  four  years  was  an  em- 
ploye in  the  Michigan  State  Asjdum  for  the  Insane, 
after  which  he  took  a  trip  through  the  West,  and 
spent  some  time  in  Leadville  and  Gunnison  City, 
Col.,  remaining  away  from  home  for  nearly  two 
years. 

On  his  return  to  Kalamazoo,  Mr.  Downey  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  Grimes,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Grimes,  an  old  resident  of  Schoolcraft, 
Mich.  The  lady  died  in  1884,  leaving  a  little 
daughter,  Julia  May,  then  only  ten  months  old.  In 
June,  1891,  Mr.  Downey  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Lizzie  Cody,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  who  was  born  near  Howard  Cit}',  Mich.  This 
worthy  couple  are  well  and  favorably  known  in 
Kalamazoo,  and  rank  high  in  social  circles. 

Under  Mr.  Montague,  Mr.  Downey  served  for 
two  years  as  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  was  then  elected 
Constable,  serving  for  three  years.  He  was  the 
only  one  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  in 
1891  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
receiving  a  majority  of  fifty-one  votes  in  a  county 
where  there  is  a  Republican  majority  of  one  thou- 
sand. This  plainly  indicates  two  facts:  his  great 
personal  popularity  and  the  confidence  placed  in 
his  ability.  He  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  oflficeon  the  1st  of  Januarj^  1892,  and 
is  proving  a  capable  and  trustworthy  official.  He 
has  always  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  local  poli- 
tics, and  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples. He  is  connected  with  several  civic  soci- 
eties, being  a  member  of  Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No.  22, 
A.  F.  &A.  M.;  Saladin  Temple  Nobles  of  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine;  Deloit  Clinton  Consistory  Ancient  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite;  the  Knights  of  Pythias;  Burr 
Oak  Lodge,  No.  270, 1.  O.  O.  F;  and  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Red  Men. 
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ylLLIAM  L.  WELSH.  The  character  of  a 
people  is  displayed  in  their  dwellings  and 
public  buildings.  Be  they  educated  or 
ignorant,  aesthetic  or  depraved,  elevated  or  de- 
based, the  beauty  or  ugliness  of  their  architecture 
is  a  sure  criterion  by  which  to  judge  the  public 
taste.     No  city  of  its  size  in  the  entire  country  can 


boast  of  so  many  handsome  edifices  for  the  home 
life  of  its  people  as  has  Kalamazoo.  Its  broad  ave- 
nues and  boulevards  are  lined  with  stately  edifices, 
constructed  according  to  the  modern  style  of 
architecture  in  brick,  stone  and  wood. 

The  efforts  of  many  minds  and  hands  have  con- 
tributed to  this  general  grand  effect,  but  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  no  man  is  entitled  to  greater  credit 
than  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  With  a  natural  inclination  toward  tlie 
contemplation  of  mechanical  designs,  and  the  early 
training  in  company  with  his  father,  he  soon  de- 
veloped a  taste  for  architectural  ornamentation. 
He  has  attained  a  name  second  to  none  as  a  super- 
intendent and  builder,  and  his  interior  finish  and 
decorations  are  surpassed  by  none,  equalled  by 
few. 

A  native  of  England,  Mr.  Welsh  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  November  13,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Eliza  (Leathorn)  Welsh.  When  about 
nine  years  old,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Can- 
ada, settling  at  London,  where  his  father  followed 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  and  engaged  as  a  car- 
penter, his  connection  with  his  father  continuing 
until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  October,  1879,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  widowed  mother  died 
three  years  afterward. 

The  parental  family  comprises  Hye  children, 
William  L.,  being  the  eldest;  Thomas  resides  in  Kala- 
mazoo; John  makes  his  home  in  Colorado;  Rich- 
ard lives  in  Montana;  Sarah,  formerly  the  wife  of 
T.  H.  Gilbert,  died  at  Leadville,  Col.  In  1869,  our 
subject  began  as  a  contractor,  and  has  continued 
thus  engaged  until  the  present.  He  erects  all 
kinds  of  structures,  and  takes  contracts  for  brick, 
stone  or  wood.  He  employs  from  ^ve  to  twenty 
men,  and  has  built  some  of  the  finest  buildings  in 
the  city,  among  them  the  elegant  residence  of  Mr. 
Lawrence. 

June  29,  1868,  Mr.  Welsh  was  married  at  Kala- 
mazoo to  Miss  Isabella  Priest,  who  was  born  at 
Beverly,  Canada,  and  is  descended  from  Scotch  and 
American  ancestors.  She  resided  at  Beverly  until 
her  removal  to  Kalamazoo  about  1858,  and  prior 
to  her  marriage  was  occupied  as  a  teacher.  For 
some  years  past,  she  has  been  an  invalid  and  un- 
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able  to  give  much  attention  to  either  literary  or 
church  work,  although  slie  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  She  has  two  children:  Freder- 
ick Charles,  a  fresco  painter  of  Kalamazoo;  and 
Cora  Pauline,  a  young  lady  of  rai'e  beauty  of  face 
and  mind,  and  at  present  a  student  in  the  High 
School.  The  family  residence  at  No.  115  W.  But- 
ton Street  is  a  model  house  throughout,  and  pos- 
sesses all  the  essentials  of  modern  comfort  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale. 


^^  LDER  JAMES  HENRY  HAMMOND,  pas- 
tW)  tor  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Decatur, 
Iw—^/  was  born  in  Greene  Count}^,  N.  Y.,  April  1, 
1847,  and  is  of  English  descent.  His  grandfather 
was  Jonathan  Hammond  and  his  father  bore  the 
name  of  Nathaniel.  The  latter  was  born  in  East- 
ern New  York,  October  15,  1815,  and  married 
Caroline  Sears,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
By  trade  he  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  followed 
that  occupation  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  died  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1856, 
and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  1^,  in  1883,  whither  the  family  had 
removed  after  the  death  of  the  father. 

All  of  their  eight  children  grew  to  mature  years 
and  five  are  still  living:  R.  S.  is  a  resident  of 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.;  Nancy  Jane,  widow  of 
John  Merchant,  resides  in  Delaware  County;  Frank 
died  in  that  county  in  1883;  Daniel  F.  and  David 
F.,  twins;  the  former  died  in  1882,  and  the  latter  re- 
sides in  Delaware  County;  Herbert  S.  makes  his 
home  in  Dakota;  and  Hector  N.  died  in  Delaware 
County,  in  1879. 

When  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  James  H. 
Hammond  enlisted  for  the  late  war  as  a  member 
of  Company  M,  Fifteenth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1864.  The 
regiment  was  sent  to  join  Grant  in  his  campaign 
and  participated  in  all  the  important  engagements 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Our  subject  was  wound- 
ed in  the  capture  of  the  Weldon  Railroad,  August 
18,  1864,  by  a  minie  ball,  which  passed  through 
his  right  side.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  hospital 
at  City  Point,  and  afterward  to  Lincoln  Hospital 
37 


at  Washington,  where  the  surgeon  said  that  had 
the  ball  gone  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  farther,  it 
would  have  caused  his  death.  As  it  is,  he  has 
never  yet  fully  recovered  from  his  wound.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  on  the  22d  of  August, 
1865. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  services, 
Mr.  Hammond  returned  to  Delaware  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  for  a  time  he  worked  on  a  farm  and 
then  entered  Stamford  Seminary  to  prepare  him- 
self for  teaching,  which  profession  •  he  afterward 
followed  for  a  number  of  years.  On  leaving  New 
York,  he  emigrated  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  and  after- 
ward engaged  in  teaching  for  two  terms  in  Rock 
Island  County,  that  State.  It  was  there  that  he 
united  with  the  Christian  Church  and  formed  the 
resolve  to  devote  himself  to  the  ministry.  He 
entered  the  Bible  College  connected  with  Ken- 
tucky University,  a  school  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  after  a  time  engaged  in  preaching  for  one 
year  in  Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  then  returned  to 
school  and  was  graduated  from  Bible  College  in 
Lexington  on  the  14th  of  June,  1877,  and  carried 
off  second  honors  in  his  class.  His  first  call,  sub- 
sequent to  that  time,  was  from  the  church  in  Mid- 
way, Ky.^  where  he  remained  a  year  and  then 
went  to  Pompey  Hill,  N.  Y.,  the  former  home  of 
Horatio  Seymour.  His  next  charge  was  at  Grand 
Rapids,  where  he  remained  four  years,  during 
which  time  he  did  effective  w^ork  in  that  place  and 
was  largely  instrumental  in  building  up  the  church . 

January  1,  1883,  Elder  Hammond  was  united  m 
marriage,  in  Paw  Paw,  Van  Buren  County,  to 
Mary  Grace,  daughter  of  Le  Grand  R.  Anderson, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  county.  Unto 
them  have  been  born  three  children:  Mary  Grace, 
born  February  27,  1887;  Clara  Susie,  born  Jan> 
uary  21,  1889;  and  Le  Grand  A.,  born  April  6, 
1891. 

On  leaving  Grand  Rapids,  Mr.  Hammond  be- 
came pastor  of  the  church  in  Pain esvi lie,  Ohio, 
where  he  labored  a  year  and  then  accepted  the 
position  of  State  Evangelist  of  Michigan.  A  year 
later  he  took  charge  of  his  father-in-law's  farm, 
which  he  operated  for  two  years  and  at  the  same 
time  filled  the  pulpit  in  Bangor  for  several  months 
and  held  a  number  of  revival  meetings.     His  next 
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pastorate  was  at  South  Bend,Ind.,  and  after  about 
two  years  he  went  to  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa,  where  he 
preached  one  year.  In  July,  1890,  he  came  to 
Decatur  and  has  since  been  pastor  of  the  church 
at  this  place.  It  is  a  new  organization  with 
about  one  hundred  members  and  has  been  greatly 
built  up  by  the  labors  of  Elder  Hammond.  The 
first  year  he  devoted  part  of  his  time  to  the  church 
in  Kalamazoo,  but  now  gives  his  entire  time  to  the 
congregation  here.  He  is  alike  esteemed  by  his 
own  members  and  those  outside  of  the  church. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post 
and  of  the  Good  Templars'  Society.  During  nearly 
his  entire  residence  in  Michigan,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Missions  and  is  now 
President  of  the  Christian  Missionary  Association 
of  the  State. 

In  connection  with  his  sketch  will  be  noticed  a 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Hammond. 


eARL  W.  WILLISON,  who  operates  a  saw- 
mill in  Decatur,  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1842,  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and 
comes  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  Maryland. 
His  great-grandfather,  Jeremiah  Willison,  was  a 
native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  married  Miss 
Sarah  Death,  by  whom  he  had  a  large  family.  He 
removed  to  Maryland,  and  was  Crier  of  the  first 
court  ever  held  in  Cumberland.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  John  Willison,  was  born  in  Cum- 
berland, and  wedded  Miss  Sarah  Moore,  a  lady  of 
Scotch  descent.  He  folk)wed  farming  in  pursuit 
of  fortune,  and  died  in  1851.  The  following 
children  constituted  his  family:  Elitha,  Elisha, 
Larry,  Asbury,  Isaiah,  Singleton  and  Abel. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Abel  Willison,  was 
born  in  Flintstone,  Md.,  August  15,  1802,  and  his 
marriage  to  Melinda  Castile,  a  native  of  Bedford 
County,  Pa.,  was  celebrated  in  1833.  He  made  his 
home  in  the  city  of  Cumberland,  and  engaged  in 
farming.  He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  November  22,  1867,  having  survived  his 
wife  only  eight  days.  She,  too,  was  a  member  of 
the    Methodist  Church.      Seven    children   graced 


their  union,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years: 
Thomas  J.,  of  Illinois;  Eliza  M.,  wife  of  Robert 
Holvie,  of  Wabash  County,  Ind.;  John  W.,  of  Pre- 
ble County,  Ohio;  Mary  p].,  who  died  in  early 
womanhood;  David  L.,  a  resident  farmer  of  South 
Dakota;  and  Martha  E.,  wife  of  James  Acton,  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio. 

In  the  Bvickeye  State,  Carl  Willison  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  his  educational 
advantages  being  limited  to  the  privileges  of  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  started 
out  to  earn  liis  own  livelihood,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1860,  with  his  brother  J.  W.,  went  to  Illinois, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  until  the 
spring  of  1861.  Prompted  by  patriotic  impulses, 
he  responded  to  the  countrj^'s  call  for  troops,  en- 
listing in  Company  B,  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry, 
under  Capt.  D.  P.  Greer.  The  troops  were  first 
sent  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  thence  to  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Ft. 
Donelson,  Shiloh,  siege  of  Corinth  and  of  Vicks- 
burg,  and  the  battles  of  Memphis,  Holly  Springs 
and  Jackson.  At  the  latter  place,  Mr.  Willison 
was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  On  ac- 
count of  disability,  he  was  discharged  at  Paducah, 
Ky.,  in  July,  1863,  and  went  to  his  brother's  home 
in  Indiana.  Subsequently,  he  went  on  a  visit  to 
his  parents  in  Ohio,  after  which  he  re-enlisted,  join- 
ing Company  B,  P^irst  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery. 
He  participated  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Ft. 
Morgan,  in  August,  1864,  and  the  capture  of  Spanish 
Fort.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  discharged 
in  January,  1866. 

Mr.  Willison  then  returned  to  his  home  in  Indi- 
ana, whither  his  parents  had  removed  in  the  mean- 
time, and  in  October  of  that  year  he  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Cass  County,  where  for  one 
year  he  worked  in  a  sawmill.  We  next  find  him 
employed  in  a  similar  manner  in  Decatur  Town- 
ship, where  he  remained  until  1872.  On  the  16th 
of  April  of  that  year,  his  mill  was  destroyed  b}^ 
fire,  and  he  went  to  Howard  City,  Mich.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shingles  for  one 
year.  He  then  again  carried  on  a  sawmill,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  mill  business  in  Cass  County  for  a 
year,  when  he  removed  to  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  where 
he  operated  a  sawmill,  and  was  emplo}  ed  in  a  fac- 
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tory  for  eight  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  he  came  to  Decatur,  wliere  he  has  since  re- 
sided. Again  his  mill  was  burned,  on  the  6th  of 
October,  1891,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he 
rebuilt  and  the  new  mill  was  fitted  out  with  all 
the  modern  improvements  and  machinery.  He  is 
now  enjoying  a  good  business,  which  is  constantly 
increasing. 

Mr.  Willison  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Warner  were 
married  in  June,  1870.  The  lady  is  a  native 
of  Decatur  Township,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Warner,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children: 
Mabel,  born  October  25,  1872;  and  Mollie,  born 
August  19,  1881. 

Mr.  Willison  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic 
societies,  holding  membership  with  the  Masons,  the 
Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Grand 
Army  Post,  and  has  filled  all  the  offices  in  the 
second-named  organization.  He  is  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  Republican  principles,  taking  a  deep  inter- 
est m  the  growth  and  success  of  his  party,  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker.  Although  he  has  met 
with  reverses,  he  is  now  doing  a  lucrative  business, 
and  by  his  industry,  enterprise  and  good  manage- 
ment, has  acquired  the  competence  which  places 
him  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 


\l?  OHN  MALLOW,  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
well-to-do    farmers    of    section    1,   School- 

t  craft  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  is  a 
I '  native  of  Alsace,  France,  now  a  part  of 
Germany,  where  he  had  his  birth  September  25, 
1825.  His  father,  a  farmer  who  bore  the  name 
of  Peter,  came  to  America  in  1841,  being  forty- 
two  days  on  the  ocean.  He  settled  near  Burr 
Oaks,  Mich.,  and  died  there  four  months  later, 
when  sixty  years  of  age.  He  and  his  good 
wife,  Christina  Mallow,  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Catherine,  Sarah,  Peter,  George,  Chris- 
tena,  and  John. 

Our  subject  is   the  only  member  of  the  family 
now  living,  and   he  came  to  America  with  his  fa- 


ther when  about  fifteen  years  old.  He  had  studied 
both  German  and  French  in  his  native  schools, 
and  soon  learned  the  English  language  after  com- 
ing here.  After  the  death  of  the  father,  our  sub- 
ject lived  with  a  brother  one  winter,  when  he 
started  out  for  himself,  working  ten  years  by  the 
month.  He  at  first  received  $6  a  month,  and 
finally  received  $12  a  month.  He  worked  in  La- 
Grange  County,  Ind.,  three  years,  and,  as  soon  as 
he  had  saved  sufficient  money,  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  in  1845.  Seven 
acres  were  cleared,  and  a  plank  house  already  stood 
on  the  place. 

Mr.  Mallow  was  married  and  settled  here  in 
1852,  the  wedding  taking  place  May  18,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Davis,  a  native  of  Ohio.  By  this  union 
they  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  of 
whom  grew  up:  Homer,  Sarah  (now  deceased), 
Effie  R.  and  Clara.  Mrs.  Mallow  died  in  1864, 
and  in  November  of  the  following  year,  our  subject 
took  as  his  second  wife  Catherine  Clipfell,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State.  By  this  union  three 
children  have  been  born:  Charles  (deceased),  Fred 
and  Mary.  Mrs.  Mallow  is  an  estimable  lady  and 
has  taken  great  pains  to  educate  her  children, 
helping  and  encouraging  them  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. She  has  been  a  true  helpmate  to  her  hus- 
band, and  much  of  their  success  is  due  to  her  dis- 
cretion and  intelligence. 

When  Mr.  Mallow  settled  here,  there  was  not 
much  development.  Deer  and  bears  roamed  at 
will  in  the  forests,  and  the  former  were  so  tame 
that  they  used  to  come  into  his  garden.  He  has 
always  been  a  very  industrious  man,  and  is  now 
the  deserving  possessor  of  five  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  different  parts  of  this  and  St.  Jo- 
seph Counties.  Two  hundred  acres  compose  the 
home  farm,  where  he  carried  on  mixed  farming, 
raising  quantities  of  grain,  and  has  fed  a  great 
many  cattle.  He  is  now  retired  from  active 
life  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  la- 
bors and  the  comforts  and  luxuries  wealth  af- 
fords. 

In  the  year  1860,  Mr.  Mallow  erected  his  pres- 
ent fine  frame  residence,  and  also  several  large 
barns.  He  is  inclined  to  the  Congregational 
faith,  to  which  church  his  wife  belongs,  and  he  is 
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a  stanch  supporter  of  the  same.  He  assisted  in 
building  both  the  Congregational  and  Methodist 
Churches  at  Vicksburg.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
view a  number  of  times.  He  attributes  his  success 
in  life  mainly  to  close  attention  to  business  af- 
fairs, economical  habits  and  sagacious  judgment, 
and  by  these  has  not  only  made  for  himself  a 
splendid  competency,  but  has  gained  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 


-S3 


^4^ 


(^ 


eHARLES  8TRATT0N,  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  Army,  who  served  his  country  nobly 
during  the  late  war,  is  a  native  of  Otsego 
Township,  born  of  one  of  its  earliest  pioneer  fam- 
ilies, and  is  to-day  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  skill- 
ful and  enlightened  farmers  and  stock-raisers  who 
are  carrying  on  the  large  agricultural  interests  of 
this  part  of   Allegan  County. 

Mr.  Stratton  was  born  October  23,  1842,  and  is 
a  son  of  Thomas  Stratton,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Otsego  Township  west  of  Pine  Creek, 
and  is  still  an  honored  resident  of  this  county, 
whose  entire  development  he  lias  witnessed,  bear- 
ing his  part  in  promoting  its  growth  and  solid  pros- 
perity. He  underwent  all  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  pioneer  life  while  improving 
his  farm,  but  with  it  all  he  found  many  compen- 
sations, among  which  was  the  fine  opportunity 
that  the  forests,  swamps  and  prairies,  in  their 
original  wildness,  afforded  him  for  hunting,  in 
which  he  took  a  keen  delight,  as  he  was  an  expert 
marksman  and  many  a  deer  has  fallen  at  his  un- 
erring aim,  as  he  has  been  known  to  shoot  three 
in  one  da3^ 

A  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  Mr.  Strat- 
ton, Sr.,  went  to  live  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
his  boyhood,  and  remained  there  until  1832,  when 
he  set  out  for  the  forest  wilds  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  He  was  without  means,  but  he  was  en- 
dowed with  health,  strength  and  a  good  capacity 
for  labor.  He  worked  out  for  some  months  at 
first,  but  soon  took  up  a  tract  of  Government 
land  in  Otsego  Township,  which  he  sold  ere  long, 
and  returned  to  New  York.     He  remained  two  or 


three  years  in  that  State,  and  then,  coming  back 
to  Michigan,  took  up  a  fine  piece  of  land  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  line  from  where  he  was  for- 
merly located.  This  farm  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved, and  is  still  living  upon  it,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  He  has  been  a  Steward  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years 
and  is  an  exemplary  Christian.  The  companion 
of  his  early  manhood  and  later  years  has  departed 
this  life,  dying  in  June,  1886,  in  her  eightieth 
year.  She  was  a  faithful  Christian,  and  for  many 
years  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  of  the  four  children 
born  to  his  parents,  all  of  whom  are  living.  He 
obtained  his  education  in  an  old-fashioned  log 
schoolhouse,  and  grew  up  surrounded  by  pioneer 
influences.  In  his  youth  he  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  and  also  worked  out.  The  breaking  out 
of  the  war  excited  his  patriotism,  and,  though  but 
nineteen,  nay  only  eighteen,  years  of  age,  he  en- 
listed September  13,  1861,  as  a  member  of  the  First 
Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics.  He  served 
three  years,  and  proved  a  very  useful  soldier  in 
that  branch  of  service,  which  was  such  a  necessary 
adjunct  of  the  army.  He  took  direct  part  in  only 
one  battle,  that  at  Lavergne,  Tenn.,  as  his  duty  lay  in 
other  directions.  His  regiment  was  employed  in  the 
important  work  of  preparing  roads,  constructing 
bridges,  etc.,  for  the  convenience  of  the  troops. 
Mr.  Stratton  succumbed  to  the  effects  of  exposure 
and  hardship  and  May  1,  1863,  was  placed  on  the 
sick  list  of  hospital  No.  1,  at  Nashville.  Before 
he  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  go  on  duty  again 
with  his  regiment,  he  made  himself  useful  in  var- 
ious ways  about  the  hospital,  and  was  finally  con- 
nected with  the  commissary  department.  He  was 
discharged  in  October,  1864,  after  he  had  returned 
to  his  regiment,  as  his  term  of  enlistment  expired 
on  that  date. 

After  the  war,  our  subject  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Michigan,  and  bought  his  present  farm  in 
1865.  It  was  heavily  timbered,  but  he  has  cleared 
it  all  himself,  and  has  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  can  be  found  in 
all  Otsego  Township.  It  is  beautifully  located  on 
section  31,  and  is  fully  supplied  with  modern    im- 
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provements,  including  a  good  set  of  buildings  and 
the  fine  frame  residence  that  he  erected  in  1889, 
whicli  is  complete  in  all  its  appointments  and  a 
view  of  which  is  shown  in  connection  with  this 
sketch. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  the  wife  who  presides 
over  this  pleasant  home  in  1865.  To  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  Wilford  C.  and  Harvey 
N.,  to  whom  they  have  given  good  educational  ad- 
vantages. Mrs.  Stratton,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  E.  Sebring,  is  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  but  she  was  reared  mostly  in  Michigan,  as 
her  parents  brought  her  here  when  she  was  only 
seven  years  old. 

Mr.  Stratton  has  always  fulfilled  his  duties  as  a 
citizen,  and,  although  he  has  never  aspired  to 
official  honors,  is  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  this 
township,  having  been  elected  to  this  office  two 
years  ago.  His  strong  temperance  principles  have  led 
him  to  abandon  the  Republican  party  to  identify 
himself  with  the  Prohibitionists.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  "which  he  has  been  Steward  almost 
ever}^  year  since  1865,  and  he  has  been  a  power 
for  much  good  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  church. 


V. 


=^^'h 


^^SCAR  S.  SCHORNO.  To  have  the  esteem 
(I  jj  of  one's  fellow-men,  and  especially  of  those 
^^^  who  know  you  most  intimately  in  the 
everyday  relation  of  neighbors,  is  worth  much,  and 
to  gain  it  is  the  worthy  ambition  of  any  honorable 
man.  We  may  truly  say  that  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has 
attained  this  desideratum,  as  he  is  well  spoken  of 
by  all  who  know  him,  and  has  honorably  attained 
to  a  broad  and  true  friendship  with  many. 

Mr.  Schorno  was  born  in  Fillmore  Township, 
Allegan  County,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides, October  23,  1846.  His  parents  were  Anton 
and  Mary  (Uncks)  Schorno.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  in  which  country  he  re- 
mained until  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when  he 
went  to  Germany  and  there  met  and  married 
Mary  Uncks.     To  them  were  born   thirteen  chil- 


dren, eight  sons  and  five  daughters,  one  of  whom 
died  m  infancy.  They  made  the  trip  to  the 
United  States  in  1835,  and,  after  spending  one 
winter  in  New  York,  came  to  Michigan  and  were 
among  the  first  settlers  at  Singapore,  where  the 
father  helped  to  erect  a  sawmill  and  the  first  light- 
house. He  then  purchased  land  in  Fillmore 
Township,  on  which  our  subject  makes  his  home. 

Anton  Schorno  worked  in  Saugatuck,  Allegan 
County,  for  four  years,  in  the  employ  of  Wells  & 
Johnson  and  others  in  the  lumber  business,  and 
hauled  lumber  from  that  place  to  erect  his  house. 
He  lived  six  miles  from  the  nearest  neighbor 
and  eleven  miles  from  market.  His  circum- 
stances were  such,  however,  that  he  hired  a  teacher 
to  come  to  his  home  and  educate  his  children,  and 
in  this  manner  they  were  enabled  to  gain  a  good 
knowledge  of  books,  which  was  more  than  could 
be  said  of  the  average  pioneer's  children.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Fillmore,  May  14, 
1861.  The  father  passed  away  March  18,  1879, 
and  at  his  death  left  an  estate  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres.  His  interest  m  educational 
matters  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  served  as 
School  Director  for  a  number  of  years.  He  also  rend- 
ered his  township  good  service  in  the  capacity  of 
Tow^nship  Treasurer,  elustice  of  the  Peace  and 
Highway  Commissioner.  Although  not  a  member 
of  any  church,  he  always  tried  to  do  to  his  fellow- 
men  as  he  would  be  done  by.  Two  brothers 
of  our  subject  are  in  Washington  and  two  in  Port- 
land, Ore. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
at  the  death  of  his  father  he  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  some  other  heirs  of  the  estate  and  now  owns 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the  original 
homestead.  When  a  young  man,  he  spent  three 
years  in  Kansas,  returning  thence  to  the  old  home. 
January  1,  1880,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmate  in  the  person  of  Miss  Amelia  Kirschraan, 
who  was  born  October  26,  1859.  Her  parents  were 
Adam  and  Mary  Kirschman,  who  were  of  German 
descent  and  early  settlers  of  Ann  Arbor.  After 
coming  to  Manlius  Township,  Allegan  County, 
the  mother  died,  February  7,  1884;  the  father  is 
still  residing  at  that  place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schorno  have  become  the   parents 
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of  four  children,  namely:  Josephine,  Elsie  A., 
Ernest  O.  and  Myrtle,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs. 
Schorno  died  November  2,  1889;  she  was  a  lad}^ 
held  in  high  esteem  by  her  neighbors  and  asso- 
ciates. In  addition  to  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing, our  subject  breeds  Short-horn  cattle,  and  has 
some  very  fine  animals  on  his  place.  He  is  enter- 
prising and  energetic  and  fully  deserves  the  high 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  townsmen. 
Sociall}',  he  is  a  member  of  Unity  Lodge,  No.  191, 
F.  &  A.  M.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
no  ambition  to  hold  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  farm  labors.  He  has  a 
substantial  and  convenient  residence,  a  view  of 
which  accompanies  this  sketch,  but  for  memory's 
sake  has  still  standing  on  the  farm  the  old 
"shanty*'  in  which  he  was  born  and  which  was 
erected  in  1841.  He  has  the  best  wishes  and 
kindest  regards  of  all  who  know  him. 

]I^ANIEL  WHITE.  The  estimable  gentle- 
I  jj]  man  to  whom  we  would  now  call  the 
(^^^  attention  of  our  readers  is  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  Allegan  Township. 
He  has  accumulated  a  sufficiency  of  this  world's 
goods  to  enable  him  to  live  comfortably  on  his 
beautiful  farm  of  forty  acres,  on  section  9.  He 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1817, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Nancy  A.  (Landon) 
White,  natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  but  farmed  in  Wayne 
County  until  their  death.  Their  family  of  chil- 
dren numbered  six,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
youngest,  and  is  the  only  one  now  living.  He  was 
given  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
tolvn,  and  lived  at  home  until  reaching  his  major- 
ity, when  he  combined  with  his  occupation  of  a 
farmer  the  trade  of  a  boot  and  shoemaker.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  Wayne  County  until  the 
spring  of  1854,  and  for  a  short  time  previous  to 
his  locating  in  Allegan  County,  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.     His  present  fine  farm  bears 


excellent  improvements  and  is  in  every  way  a 
credit  to  its  enterprising  proprietor. 

Daniel  White  was  married,  October  28,  1852,  to 
Miss  Phebe,  daughter  of  Orrin  and  Elizabeth 
(Prosceous)  Parsons,  natives  respectively  of  Con- 
necticut and  New  York.  Mr.  Parsons  was  in  early 
life  a  miller,  but  passed  his  later  days  on  a  farm  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  His  parents  were  Joel  and 
Phebe  (Bailies)  Parsons,  natives  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  They  reared  a  large  family,  and  lived 
and  died  in  New  York.  Mrs.  White  was  one  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing and  named:  David,  Paulina,  Mrs.  White,  Sarah, 
Wealthy  A.,  Laura  E.,  Edward  L.  and  Priscilla  M., 
respectively. 

Our  subject  is  not  an  adherent  of  any  creed,  but 
believes  in  science,  and  is  a  liberal  thinker.  He 
rather  inclines  to  the  doctrines  advocated  by 
Robert  Ingersoll.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  his  cordial,  kindly  spirit  makes  him  warm 
friends  and  stanch  adherents.  Elsewhere  in  this 
volume  will  be  noticed  a  view  of  the  pleasant 
homestead  occupied  by  Mr.  White. 


DELBERT  C.  MARTIN,  editor  and  sole 
owner  of  the  True  Northerner^  is  not  only 
ft  the  leading  newspaper  man  in  Paw  Paw, 
but  occupies  a  prominent  position  among 
the  journalists  of  Southwestern  Michigan.  His 
office,  which  is  located  in  the  Masonic  Block,  con- 
tains every  convenience  for  the  rapid  completion 
of  work,  and  steam  power  is  used  m  driving  the 
presses.  The  prominence  to  which  he  has  attained 
in  the  newspaper  arena  is  the  result  of  his  enter- 
prise and  perseverance,  and  from  poverty  in  his 
boyhood,  he  has  arisen  to  a  position  of  influence 
and  prominence.  Aside  from  the  ownership  of 
the  True  Northerner^  he  has  a  half- interest  in  tlie 
Hartford  Day  Spring  and  the  Bangor  Advance  and 
Reflecior. 

Mr.  Martin  traces  his  ancestry  to  Germany, 
whence  his  great-grandfather  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica. His  parents,  Lawrence  and  Amanda  (Chat- 
field)  Martin,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
the   former   operated    as   a   tanner.     Misfortunes 
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caused  the  loss  of  hts  property  and  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  in  1856  he  was  a  poor  man,  with  only 
fifty  cents  in  his  possession  and  having  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  other  trade  than  that  of  a  tanner. 
However,  he  soon  became  an  expert  in  tlie  use  of 
the  axe,  and  cleared  the  fifty  acres  of  land 
which  he  took  up.  About  1863,  he  went  into  the 
army,  leaving  his  wife  and  two  children  on  the 
farm. 

In  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  our  subject  was 
born,  November  13,  1850,  and  when  about  six  years 
old  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  under  adverse  circumstances 
and  throvigh  his  youth  fought  a  constant  battle 
against  poverty.  When  attending  school  in  Law- 
ton,  it  was  his  custom  to  arise  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  begin  his  studies  for  the  day,  that  he 
might  have  time  to  attend  to  his  work  as  janitor. 
One  lesson  was  always  learned  while  on  his  way  to 
school.  After  he  finished  the  course  in  the  Union 
school  at  Lawton,  he  engaged  as  a  teacher  during 
one  winter  and  later  was  a  student  at  the  State 
Normal  for  one  year. 

On  January  4,  1876,  Mr.  Martin  was  married  to 
Miss  Cora,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  A  Hie  (Kilburn) 
Durkee,  of  Lawton.  Mrs.  Martin  was  born  in  Paw 
Paw,  April  18,  1853,  and  is  a  lady  of  great  culture, 
familiar  with  the  Latin  and  German  languages,  as 
well  as  being  an  English  scholar.  Prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, she  was  a  teacher  in  Paw  Paw,  beginning  in 
the  primary  department  of  the  public  school  and 
working  in  every  grade  until  she  was  finally  elected 
Principal  of  the  High  School.  After  her  union 
with  our  subject,  she  aided  him  in  his  school  work 
and  for  eight  years  taught  with  him.  For  one 
term  Mr.  Martin  was  engaged  as  teacher  in  White- 
hall, and  for  seven  succeeding  years  was  Superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  Bangor.  Next  he  returned 
to  Lawton  and  for  two  years  was  Superintendent 
of  the  school  where  he  had  once  been  janitor. 

After  continuing  as  a  teacher  for  about  ten 
years,  Mr.  Martin  entered  the  newspaper  business 
by  purchasing  a  one-half  interest  in  the  True 
Northerner  and  has  since  followed  journalistic  work. 
Although  the  duties  connected  with  the  successful 
management  of  his  paper  are  large,  he  still  finds 
time  to  look  after  other  matters  and  has  become 


thoroughly  versed  in  the  German  language.  He 
has  also  spent  some  time  in  the  study  of  law  and 
could  be  admitted  to  the  bar  at  anytime  should  he 
desire.  For  five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  School  Examiners,  of  which 
he  was  Secretary  three  years.  When  only  twenty- 
one,  he  became  identified  with  the  Masons,  since 
which  time  he  has  attained  to  the  Thirtj^-second 
degree.  In  his  political  affiliations,  he  is  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  his 
paper  is  the  organ. 


^EROME  D.  HAMILTON,  M.  D.  This  pro- 
minent physician  and  surgeon  of  Paw  Paw, 
was  born  at  Scotts,  Kalamazoo  County, 
__  July  9,  1862.  He  was  the  son  of  Monroe 
M.  and  Caroline  Hamilton,  natives  of  New  York. 
The  father  was  a  pioneer  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
and  is  at  present  residing  on  a  farm  entered  from 
the  Government  by  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Uriah  Hamilton. 

When  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  our  subject 
entered  Galesburgh  High  School,  about  six  miles 
from  his  home.  He  studied  for  three  years  m 
that  institution,  and  left  just  two  months  before 
graduating,  in  order  to  enter  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Michigan  University  in  the  fall  term 
of  1880.  He  prosecuted  his  studies  there  the  fol- 
lowing two  years  and  then  entered  the  Detroit 
Medical  College  from  which  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the  spring  of    1884. 

Dr.  Hamilton  was  married  February  17,  1884, 
about  two  weejis  before  his  graduation.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Jennie  Newbold, 
of  Detroit.  She  was  born  at  Fair  Grove,  this 
State,  May  7,  1862.  Our  subject  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Martin,  Allegan  County, 
where  he  built  up  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
physician  and  remained  until  1890.  He  came  to 
Paw  Paw  in  April  of  that  year  and  is  ranked 
among  the  eminent  and  skillful  doctors  of  that 
city.  He  also  owns  the  Wolverine  Pharmacy, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  drug  stores  in  this  vi- 
cinity. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write    is   a   Repub- 
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lican  in  politics,  but  prefers  to  devote  his  time  to 
his  profession  rather  than  to  public  affairs.  Al- 
though not  a  member  of  any  Church,  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  which  denomination  his  wife  is  con- 
nected. The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  State  Med- 
ical Society,  also  of  the  State  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety. 


OSCAR  F.  COLEMAN.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Kalamazoo,  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  a  variety  of  business, 
being  a  fire,  life  and  accident  insurance  agent,  also 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  dealer  in  real  estate  and  a 
money-broker,  having  his  place  of  business  lo- 
cated at  No.  114  South  Burdick  Street.  He  was 
born  at  Newark,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  June  2, 
1827,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Reury) 
Coleman.  The  father  was  born  m  New  York  and 
is  of  Irish  and  English  descent,  while  the  mother, 
who  is  also  a  native  of  the  above-named  State, 
comes  of  good  old  German  stock. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  millwright,  who 
also  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1836,  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and,  locating  at  Jackson,  helped 
to  erect  the  first  mill  in  that  place.  In  1838,  he 
came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  in  1862  removed 
to  Way  land,  Allegan  County,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred five  years  ago,  when  in  his  eighty-first 
year.  Mr.  Coleman  built  the  mill  at  Homer,  this 
State,  and  also  the  Waldbridge  mill  at  Kalamazoo. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  the  year  after  lo- 
cating in  Jackson. 

Oscar  F.  Coleman  worked  at  hfs  trade  of  a  car- 
penter for  a  time  and  then  assisted  his  father  in 
building  a  vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo 
River.  The  parties  for  whom  they  were  working 
failing,  our  subject  shipped  as  cook  on  a  boat  for 
one  summer.  The  succeeding  year,  he  assisted  in 
completing  the  vessel,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
Mexican  War,  he  enlisted,  in  1847,  and  raising  a 
company  of  volunteers  at  Kalamazoo,  was  attached 
to  Col.  Stockton's  regiment  and  joined  Gen.  Tay- 
lor's army  at  Vera  Cruz.  They  were  later  sta- 
tioned at  Cordova  and  Orizaba  and  participated  in 


the  bombardment  of  the  latter-named  place.  His 
regiment  was  also  engaged  in  guerrilla  warfare  and 
served  in  the  army  until  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
signed,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Detroit.  He 
had  asked  to  be  discharged  at  Vera  Cruz,  as  he 
wished  to  visit  the  gold  region  of  California,  but 
his  Captain  brought  him  home,  together  with  his 
brother  John  M. 

October  9,  1849,  Mr.  Coleman  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Sweezy,  of  Cooper,  this 
county.  He  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  until 
1852,  at  which  time  he  went  into  the  employment 
of  L.  D.  Strong  as  head  clerk  for  four  years,  and 
then  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Strong,with 
whom  he  was  interested  for  a  number  of  years.  At 
the  same  time,  he  was  elected  Township  Treasurer. 
In  1856,  our  subject  opened  a  first-class  restaurant, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  until  the  close  of 
the  late  war. 

Mr.  Coleman  being  in  poor  health,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  change  his  business,  and  in  1867  he 
became  proprietor  of  a  general  store  in  Oshtemo. 
A  short  time  after  locating  there,  he  was  made 
Postmaster  of  the  village  and  agent  of  the  Michi- 
gan Central  Railway;  he  also  had  charge  of  the 
American  Express  of  that  place.  After  being  thus 
occupied  for  a  time,  Mr.  Coleman  returned  to  his 
family,  which  he  had  left  in  Kalamazoo,  and  again 
engaged  m  the  grocery  business. 

In  1857,  the  original  of  this  sketch  was  elected 
Township  Treasurer  for  the  second  time,  and  was 
re-elected  to  that  ofifice  again  in  1873.  In  the  lat- 
ter-named year,  he  defeated  the  same  man  who 
caused  him  to  lose  the  office  in  1872.  In  1875, 
Mr.  Coleman  disposed  of  his  grocery  and  has  since 
been  doing  a  general  insurance  business.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1889,  and  re-elected 
in  1891,  for  four  years.  He  also  acts  as  Notary 
Public  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  business 
men  of  the  city. 

The  residence  of  our  subject  is  located  at  No. 
714  West  Lovell  Street,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  since  1850.  A  Whig  in  former  days,  our 
subject  votes  the  Republican  ticket  and  is  quite 
active  in  campaigns.  With  his  wife,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has 
been  for  the  past  thirty  years.     The  family  of  our 
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subject  includes  tlie  following  children:  Amelia  A.; 
Millie,  who  is  Mrs.  R.  E.  Comfort,  her  husband  be- 
ing Superintendent  of  the  Mexican  Central  Rail- 
road and  residing  at  Juarez,  Mex.,  which  has  been 
his  home  for  the  past  eight  years;  Eunice,  who 
married  Charles  H.  Cryle,  who  keeps  a  stationery 
and  book-store  at  Kalamazoo;  Willis  A.,  a  whole- 
sale dealer  in  meats  in  Kalamazoo,  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Pierce  &  Coleman;  Minnie  H.,  who  is 
stenographer  in  the  pension  office  of  Col.  Foote; 
and  Carrie  E.,  w^ho  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Vine 
Street  School  for  the  past  four  or  five  years. 

Socially,  Mr,  Coleman  is  identified  with  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  22,  at  Kala- 
mazoo. He  also  belongs  to  Kalamazoo  Chapter,  No. 
13,  and  Peninsular  Commandery  No.  8.  He  has 
been  very  active  in  lodge  work  and  has  passed  all 
the  chairs  in  both  Chapter  and  Commandery.  He 
has  attended  the  National  Conclaves  and  is  Senior 
Warden  in  Blue  Lodge  and  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  occupies  a  high  position  in  Masonic 
circles  and  devotes  a  great  deal  of  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  same. 
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JOSEPH  H.  WHITE.  Among  the  prosper- 
ous farmers  of  Allegan  County,  a  prominent 
position  is  occupied  by  the  gentleman  whose 
portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page,  and 
who  is  successfully  prosecuting  his  chosen  calling 
on  section  14,  Monterey  Township.  He  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  a  family  well  known  in  Scotch 
history,  his  ancestors  on  the  maternal  side  being 
numbered  among  the  first  Scotchmen  who  pro- 
claimed their  allegiance  to  the  Calvinistic  doctrine, 
and  were  exiled  to  Ireland  in  consequence  of  their 
religious  views. 

The  genealogy  of  the  White  family  is  as  follows: 
(1)  Thomas  White,  born  in  England  in  1599,  came 
to  America  about  1625  and  settled  in  Weymouth, 
Mass.;  (2)  Capt.  Joseph,  born  in  Weymouth,  Mass., 
in  1635,  settled  at  Mendon,  Mass.;  (3)  Thomas, 
born  in  April,  1665,  settled  in  Uxbridge;  (4) 
Samuel,  born  in  Uxbridge,  September  21,  1700; 
(5)  Paul,  born  December  1,  1744,  was  the  father 
of  three  sons,  namely:   Elijah,  born  February   1, 


1769;  Calvin,  August  30,  1771;  and  Paul,  January 
26,  1777  (6)  Jonas,  born  in  Salton,  Mass.,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1795,  the  latter  being  the  father  of  our 
subject. 

Jonas  White  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Lemuel  McGregory,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  after  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  located  in  Massachusetts,  where  Joseph  H. 
was  born  October  10,  1821.  In  1823,  the  father 
removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Portage  County, 
Ohio,  the  journey  being  made  with  ox-teams,  and 
occupying  six  weeks.  The  various  members  of 
the  family  have  been  noted  for  their  intellectual 
ability  and  literary  attainments.  A  sister  of  our 
subject,  Emily,  was  considered  the  best  speller  in 
that  section  of  Ohio  in  early  days;  another  sister, 
Mary  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years, 
was  for  years  a  prominent  teacher  in  the  Cleve- 
land schools;  Prof.  Emerson  E.  White,  who 
resides  in  Cincinnati,  is  the  author  of  White's 
System  of  School  Publications. 

At  the  time  his  father  removed  to  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  Joseph  H.  White  was  two  years  old 
and  he  resided  there  until  he  was  thirty.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self, with  no  capital  but  his  industrious  habits  and 
rugged  health.  He  came  to  Michigan  when  he  was 
thirty  years  old,  settling  in  Allegan  County,  where 
he  has  since  resided. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1841,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Clark, 
of  Troy,  Ohio,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children.  Frances  C.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  W. 
George,  and  resides  in  Findla}^,  Ohio;  Martha  and 
Mary  are  twins,  the  first-named  being  the  wife  of 
Enos  Smith,  of  Allegan,  and  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Cummings,  also  a  resident  of  Allegan; 
Charles  E.  married  Nora  Gibson,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Allegan;  Calvin  E.  chose  as  his  wife 
Molly  Gould,  and  lives  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
Orville  G.  married  Katie  Baxter,  and  lives  on  the 
old  homestead. 

April  14,  1887,  Mr.  White  was  again  married, 
his  wife  being  the  widow  of  Ephraim  Jarvis,  and 
the  daughter  of  Harvey  Town.  She  is  the  mother 
of  twelve  children,  six  daughters  and  six  sons, 
eight  of  whom  are  living.     The  family  residence 
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is  a  beautiful  rural  home  on  section  14,  and  the 
surroundings  are  those  of  plenty  and  comfort. 
The  farm  includes  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  good  land,  finely  improved,  and  ranks  among 
the  best  estates  m  the  township,  toward  the  de- 
velopment of  which  Mr.  White  has  rendered  effect- 
ive service.  He  belongs  to  the  Grange,  and  is  in 
sympathj^  with  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party. 


4^ 
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y^  -^^ILLIAM  H.  COBB,  Chief  of  Police  in 
Kalamazoo,  was  born  at  Orwell,  Vt.,  Nov- 
,,  ,,  ember  1,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Horace 
and  Thankful  (Bascomb)  Cobb,  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  States  He  is  the  second  of  three 
sons,  of  whom  the  youngest  died  in  infancy  and 
the  eldest,  James  B.,  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  His  father  was  a  second  time  married, 
choosing  as  his  wife  Abigail  Nichols,  and  by  that 
union  became  the  father  of  two  children;  Jane  F., 
who  resides  in  Grand  Rapids,  and  Mary  A.,  who  is 
deceased. 

The  father  of  our  subject  served  as  a  valiant 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  afterward  received 
eighty  acres  on  a  soldier's  warrant.  He  removed 
from  his  Vermont  home  about  1832,  making  settle- 
ment at  Brighton,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1850.  At  the  time  of  the  removal  to  New  York, 
our  subject  was  a  lad  of  some  seven  years  and  he 
grew  to  manhood  in  the  Empire  State,  remaining 
at  home  until  1854  and  conducting  the  farming 
operations. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Cobb  came  to  Kalamazoo  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  the  "Indian  Fields,"  four  miles 
south  of  the  city,  upon  which  he  settled  in  the 
spring  of  the  following  year.  It  continued  to  be 
his  home  until  1886,  when  he  removed  to  Kalama- 
zoo and  established  his  present  home  at  No.  916 
S.  West  Street.  During  the  past  fourteen  years,  he 
engaged  in  buying  wool  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  James  B.,  and  handled  between  four  hun- 
dred thousand  and  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds 
annually,  giving  the  matter  his  close  attention  prior 
to  the  acceptance  of  his  present  office. 

Mr.  Cobb  has  purchased  the  farm  of  one  hun- 


dred and  thirty  acres  adjoining  his  old  homestead 
and  there  he  conducts  farming  operations  after  the 
most  approved  methods.  For  ten  years  he  has 
been  President  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  and  for  man}^  j^ears  served  as  President 
of  the  Kalamazoo  Agricultural  Society,  it  being 
largely  through  his  influence  that  it  was  revived 
and  became  prosperous.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
Directors  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  and 
chairman  of  the  committee  that  erected  the  public 
buildings  in  Detroit  and  Kalamazoo.  He  was  Al- 
derman for  the  Third  Ward  for  two  years,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  Chairman  of  the  Committees 
on  Finance  and  Streets  and  Bridges. 

In  April,  1891,  Mr.  Cobb  was  appointed  Chief  of 
Police  by  the  City  Council.  At  the  time,  he 
was  lying  at  home  very  ill  and  the  Council  waited 
a  week  to  see  whether  he  would  live  or  die,  but  as 
his  illness  took  a  favorable  turn,  the  appointment 
remained  in  effect.  He  gives  his  position  his  en- 
tire attention  and  keeps  the  police  force  up  to  a 
high  standard,  much  of  the  effectiveness  being  due 
to  the  direct  personal  attention  and  supervision  of 
the  Chief.  He  is  by  no  means  a  partisan,  but  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations  and 
uses  his  influence  for  the  party  of  his  choice. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cobb,  in  1850,  united  him 
to  Miss  Laura  Ann  Wilson,  of  Brighton,  N.  Y., 
and  their  children  are  named  as  follows:  Horace, 
Charles  Oscar,  James  Bascomb  and  William  Henry, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased;  Harriet  Thankful,  and 
Horace  E.,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  New 
York  firm.  Harriet  married  C.  F.  Rude,  of  the 
hardware  firm  of  Foster,  Stevens  &  Company,  of 
Grand  Rapids.  Charles  married  Clai  a  Pomeroy,  of 
Kalamazoo,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four. 
One  child  was  born  of  his  marriage,  Sharley,  now 
nine  years  old,  who  since  the  death  of  her  mother, 
in  1890,  has  made  her  home  with  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Cobb  passed  from  this  life  March  21, 1892,  dying  of 
bronchial  pneumonia. 

Mr.  Cobb  is  a  Trustee  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  a  man  of  great  benevolence  and  char- 
ity. He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Portage 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  prominent  member  of 
social  circles,  where  his  versatility  of  talent  and 
genial  disposition   render  him  a  valuable  acquisi- 
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tioii.  He  received  a  diploma  from  the  Kalamazoo 
Agricultural  Society  for  having  the  best-managed 
and  conducted  farm,  and  a  visitor  to  his  place 
will  sec  at  a  glance  that  the  reward  was  justly 
bestowed. 


/^^^  AMUEL  HAWKINS.  The  oldest  resident  of 
^^^   Yicksburg,  and  one  who  is  highl}^  respected 
(il/^  for  his  long  and  self-sacrificing  services  in 
behalf  of  the  place,  which  he  has  seen  grow 
from  a  hamlet  with  only  a  few  houses  to  a  pros- 
perous village  of  fourteen  hundred    inhabitants,  is 
the  gentleman    who    is   affectionately    known   as 
"'Squire"  Hawkins.  He  was  born  in  Colebrook,  Coos 
Covmty,  N.  H.,  January  7,  1816,  and  is  of  English 
descent.     Tradition  says  that  the  family  was    first 
represented  in  America  by  a  youth  of   that   name, 
who    was  kidnapped   and  brought  to  the   United 
States  in  the  care  of  the  captain  of  a  ship,  during 
Colonial  times.     The  family  name  was   originally 
spelled  "Holkins." 

Joseph  Hawkins,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
near  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  at  an  early  day  settled 
in  the  northern  part  of  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  1821.  He  then  removed 
overland  to  the  Western  Reserve,  and  settled  in 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  on  what  is  known  as  the 
North  Ridge,  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie.  The  journey  from  Buffalo 
to  Erie,  N.  Y.,  was  made  by  sled  on  the  ice  down 
Lake  p]rie.  The  day  before  reaching  Lake  Erie, 
the  ice  thawed  and  separated  so  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  land.  The  shore  was  steep  and  rug- 
ged, but  by  throwing  felled  trees  across  the  open- 
ing along  the  shore  and  throwing  a  bed  cord  out, 
the  members  of  the  family  were   hauled  ashore  in 

In  Ohio,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers,  Jos- 
eph Hawkins  developed  a  farm,  and  remained 
there  until  his  death — at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 
His  wife  was  Mahetibel  Terry,  a  native  of  Connect- 
icut, a  lady  of  extraordinary  intelligence  and 
ability,  and  noted  for  her  goodness  of  heart  and 
watchful  care  over  her  family.     She  reared  to  ma- 


turity nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased  except  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  who  is  the  youngest  member  of  the  family. 
One  brother  died  recently  at  the  age  of  ninety,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  at  a  good  old  age. 

Our  subject  recollects  some  of  the  events  of  the 
journey  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  in  a  dense 
wilderness  of  hemlock  woods,  and  educated  in  the 
primitive  log  schoolhouses  of  that  period,  the  like 
of  which,  at  this  enlightened  day,  would  astonish 
the  youth  of  our  public  schools.  The  schoolhouse 
was  built  of  round  logs,  with  large  open  fireplace, 
stick  and  mud  chimney,  slab  benches,  and  punch- 
eon floors,  and  the  school  was  conducted  on  the 
rate-bill  plan,  the  teacher  boarding  around  among 
the  pupils. 

At  the  age  of  twenty- three  j^ears,  Mr.  Hawkins 
walked  from  his  Ohio  home  to  Beloit,  Wis.,  and 
spent  two  years  in  the  Rock  River  country.  Re- 
turning to  Ohio,  he  was  married,  and,  in  the  fall 
of  1844,  came  to  Michigan  in  a  covered  wagon, 
spending  some  months  with  relatives  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  this  State.  He  then  came  to  Vicksburg, 
and  settled  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Prairie 
Streets,  where  now  stands  a  two-story  brick  block. 
A  house  or  two  and  a  sawmill  at  that  day  consti- 
tuted the  village,  and  deer  roamed  at  will  about 
the  country,  while  bears  were  not  unfrequently 
seen. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Hawkins  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
a  position  which  he  held  more  than  three  years. 
He  also  kept  a  tavern  and  boarding-house  for 
eight  years,  and  for  four  years  was  engaged  in 
improving  a  forty-acre  farm  in  Brady  Township. 
During  the  second  term  of  President  Grant,  he 
was  again  appointed  Postmaster,  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  eleven  years,  and  serving  altogether 
under  eight  administrations.  He  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  a  man  whose  judgment  and  intelli- 
gence are  everywhere  recognized.  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and,  while  occupying  that  position,  has  decided 
many  important  cases,  only  one  of  which  has  ever 
been  reversed  by  a  higher  court. 

November  12,  1840,  Mr.  Hawkins  was  married 
to  Marin  da  Annis,  who  was  born  in  Clarendon, 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.*    February  27,    1819.     Her 
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parents,  Thomas  and  Sallie  (Bruce)  Annis,  were 
natives  of  New  York  State ,who  settled  in  Asli tabula 
County,  Ohio,  in  1837,  and  there  developed  a 
farm.  They  finally  removed  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
this  State,  and  there  died,  the  father  when  only 
forty-seven,  and  the  mother  at  sixty-four  years. 
They  had  a  family  comprising  nine  children,  one 
of  whom,  a  daughter,  died  m  infancy,  and  the 
others,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  attained  to 
mature  years.  Four  of  the  family  are  now  liv- 
ing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Ellen  E.,  who  married  H.  P'oster,  of 
Missouri,  and  is  now  deceased;  Joseph  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Ida  Potter,  and  is  a  farmer  and  celery  grower 
near  the  village  of  Vicksburgh ;  and  Jessie  B.,  who 
married  B.  F.  Reed,  a  clerk  in  the  School  Seat  Fur- 
nishing Company,  at  Battle  Creek.  November  12, 
1890,  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  passed 
their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary.  Mrs.  Hawkins 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
highly  esteemed  among  her  neighbors. 

During  the  past  five  years,  Mr.  Hawkins  has 
been  cultivating  celery  on  his  farm  near  the  vil- 
lage. He  there  has  thirteen  acres  of  celery  marsh, 
which  is  said,  by  experts,  to  be  the  best  in  the 
State,  and  is  so  arranged  as  to  be  conveniently  ir- 
rigated from  springs  and  ditches.  During  the 
season  of  1891,  the  product  was  six  thousand 
dozen,  and  it  is  the  expectation  of  Mr.  Hawkins  to 
increase  the  amount  each  year.  He  now  ships  to 
Chicago,  Pittsburgh,  Washington  and  other  promi- 
nent markets. 


p^DWARD  H.  DENNISTON  has  had  a  hand 
^  in  the  making  of  Kalamazoo  County  and 
Ir — ^  has  built  up  here  one  of  its  many  attractive 
homes,  beautifully  located  on  section  6,  Pavilion 
Township,  where  lie  has  a  finely  equipped  farm, 
which  he  devotes  to  general  agricultural  purposes, 
having  it  well  stocked  with  thoroughbred  Durham 
cattle  and  Merino  sheep.  Mr.  Denniston  was  born 
in  Roscommon  County,  Ireland,  March  2,  1821. 
The  family  for  generations  lived  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  his  father,  Johii  Denniston,  was  a  na- 


tive of  the  city  of  Londonderry.  He  was  reared 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  in  1836  emigrated  to 
this  country.  He  located  first  at  Northampton, 
Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  but  shortly  after  he 
went  South  to  prospect  for  a  suitable  place  of  set- 
tlement. He  finally  returned  northward  and  bought 
a  farm  on  the  old  Buffalo  road,  between  Batavia  and 
Alexandria,  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  That  was 
then  a  newly  settled  region,  forming  a  part  of  the 
Holland  Purchase.  Mr.  Denniston  settled  on  his 
land  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and  developed  the  greater 
part  of  it,  devoting  himself  assiduously  to  the  hard 
task  of  cutting  trees  and  placing  the  soil  under 
cultivation.  In  1857,  he  removed  from  that  place 
to  this  county,  and  lived  retired  in  the  city  until 
his  death  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 
He  was  a  sound  Democrat  in  politics,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  valued  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Alice 
Dowling,  and  who  was  also  a  native  of  Roscom- 
mon County,  Ireland,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  and  both  are  sleeping  their  last  sleep  in 
Maple  Grove  Cemetery,  Comstock  Township.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Edward,  William,  John,  James,  Thomas  L.,  Alice 
(Mrs.  Scott),  and  Anna  (Mrs.  Sowden). 

Edward  Denniston,  of  this  biography,  had  the 
advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  of  which  he  laid 
the  foundation  at  an  Episcopal  college  at  Elphin, 
Ireland,  and  after  he  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  attended  the 
High  School  at  Northampton,  Mass.  He  was  thus 
equipped  for  the  battle  of  life,  which  he  began  on 
his  own  account  when  still  scarcely  more  than  a 
boy,  by  acting  as  shipping  clerk  for  his  uncle, 
James  Denniston,  a  jobber  on  Williams  Street,  New 
York  City.  He  was  engaged  in  that  capacity  two 
years,  and  then  spent  one  year  with  his  father  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  did  not  like  it  there, 
however,  and  as  the  other  boys  were  old  enough 
to  be  helpful,  he  took  his  affairs  in  his  own  hands 
again,  and,  without  his  father's  knowledge,  once 
more  set  his  face  away  from  home  to  enter  upon 
an  independent  career.  His  father  at  that  time 
thought  him  too  young  to  go  away  by  himself,  but 
he  was  a  high-spirited,  venturesome  lad,  with 
plenty  of  the  sturdy,  self-reliant  traits  of  his  ances- 
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try  to  insure  his  success  in  whatever  he  might  under- 
take. He  was  without  means,  so  he  walked  to  Buf- 
falo, carrying  his  bundle  of  clothes,  and  in  that  city 
he  sold  his  extra  suit  to  a  second-hand  dealer  for 
enough  money  to  pay  his  passage  to  Detroit.  On 
board  tfle  boat  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  man 
who  had  a  load  of  leather  that  he  was  going  to  take 
to  Schoolcraft,  and  he  rode  to  that  point  wdth  him. 
He  arrived  in  this  county,  June  1,  1840,  and  thus 
saw  the  country  in  its  primeval  wildness,  at  least 
the  greater  part  of  it,  as  it  was  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  pioneers,  and  settlements  were  few  and  scat- 
tering. Kalamazoo  was  a  small  village  with  but  one 
or  two  stores  and  but  comparatively  little  of  the 
land  had  been  improved. 

After  his  arrival,  amid  these  unaccustomed 
scenes,  young  Denniston  lost  no  time  in  securing 
work,  obtaining  a  situation  of  Mr.  Chaffee  on  "In- 
dian Fields"  at  $9  a  month.  He  was  so  engaged 
until  he  had  earned  eighty  acres  of  land  in  pay- 
ment for  twenty  months  of  stead}^  labor,  but  he 
did  not  settle  on  it,  continuing  to  hire  out  by  the 
month  for  seven  years,  until  1847,  when  he  located 
on  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land  on  Gourd  neck  Prai- 
rie. He  busied  himself  in  improving  that  place  about 
eighteen  months,  and  then  sold  it  in  order  to  go 
to  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  he  obtained  a  position 
as  clerk  and  weigh-master  in  a  pork-packing  estab- 
lishment. He  was  there  until  the  winter  of  1849, 
when  he  joined  a  company  bound  for  the  gold 
regions  of  California.  He  and  his  companions 
journeyed  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  New  Or- 
leans, where  they  diverged  fi'om  their  intended 
route  on  account  of  the  cholera  that  was  then  rag- 
ing, and,  hiring  an  old  German  with  an  unsafe  boat 
to  transport  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
River,  they  crossed  Mexico  on  mules,  and  finally 
arrived  at  their  destination  in  June,  1849.  Our 
subject  worked  some  in  the  mines,  but  was  not  suc- 
cessful at  that.  He  next  bought  into  a  company 
that  had  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  turning 
the  North  Fork  of  the  American  River  to  search 
for  the  precious  metal  in  its  bed.  This  enterprise 
was  prosperous  until  the  floods  came  and  swept  the 
works  away,  and  Mr.  Denniston  lost  all  he  had. 
Nothing  daunted  by  his  misfortune,  he  went  to  Sac- 
ramento, and,  borrowing  $500  of  a  friend,  bought 


four  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  with  which  to  do 
teaming  and  to  carry  people  to  the  mines.  The  first 
week  he  made  over  1600,  and  buying  another  team 
commenced  to  transport  goods.  He  made  a  good  deal 
of  money  and  invested  17,000  in  cattle  at  the  head 
of  the  Sacramento  River,  where  he  went  into  part- 
nership with  a  ranchman.  He  and  his  friend  were 
doing  finely  when  six  months  later  the  Indians 
swooped  down  upon  them,  killed  some  of  their 
men,  and  drove  off  all  their  cattle.  Mr. Denniston 
was  thus  financially  ruined  again,  but  he  got  a  few 
more  cattle  together  and  started  in  once  more  with 
the  same  result,  as  in  less  than  a  month  the  Indians 
made  another  raid  and  left  him  with  but  a  few 
straggling  cattle,  one  horse  for  stock  and  $1,000 
in  money.  Tiring  of  his  rough,  adventurous  life 
on  the  frontier,  in  the  summer  of  1851,  he  retraced 
his  footsteps  eastward,  bringing  back  with  him  a 
sick  man  to  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  then  returned 
to  this  county. 

After  coming  back  here,  Mr.  Denniston  went  to 
Wisconsin  to  invest  in  some  land  and  bought  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  soon  returned  to 
marry,  in  the  spring  of  1853,  and,  selling  his  land 
there,  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Pavilion 
Township,  buying  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  it  then,  of  which  ten  acres  were  cleared,  on 
which  stood  a  log  house  He  now  owns  a  quar- 
ter-section of  fine  farming  land,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  fort}^  acres  are  improved.  His  farm 
is  amply  provided  with  buildings,  modern  in  archi- 
tecture and  appointments,  including  a  large  frame 
residence,  built  in  1871,  and  several  commodious 
and  conveniently  arranged  barns,  the  first  built  in 
1859,  another  in  1866,  and  two  in  1883. 

Our  subject  was  first  married,  March  17,  1853, 
to  Miss  Margaret  Hawkins,  who  was  born  in  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.,  October  7,  1821.  Four  boys 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  two  are  dead:  George, 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  Jesse 
E.  and  Edward  C.  August  2, 1871,  death  removed 
the  loving  wife  and  tender  mother.  In  October, 
1873,  Mr.  Denniston  was  again  married,  this  time 
toLydiaJ.  Beckwith,  who  w^asborn  in  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  4,  1818.  She  has  thoroughly 
identified  herself  with  his  interests  and  looks  care- 
fully after  his  comfort     She  is  a  Christian,  and  a 
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member  in  high  standing  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  Denuiston  is  a  man  of  wide  experience,  and 
his  life  career  furnishes  another  of  the  numerous 
examples  that  we  find  in  this  volume  of  what  our 
self-made  men  have  accomplished  by  persistent 
effort,  directed  by  a  good  knowledge  of  men  and 
affairs,  and  an  accurate  judgment  in  business  mat- 
ters. Wealth  has  crowned  his  labors,  and  at  tlie 
same  time  he  has  been  potent  in  advancing  the 
growth  of  the  township,  favoring  all  measures  that 
would  in  any  way  benefit  it,  and  doing  it  good  ser- 
vice as  a  public  official  in  various  capacities.  In 
politics,  he  is  first,  last  and  always  a  true  Repub- 
lican. Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


e^-f-^! 


[^~ 


W  EBEUS  CORNELIUS  CHAPIN,  M.  D. 
I  (^  '^^^^  former  prominent  physician  of  Kala- 
/li=^  mazoo  was  born  in  Gilbertsville,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  5,  1823,  and  died  in  Kalama- 
zoo, November  20,  1885,  of  heart  disease.  The 
Chapin  family  has  long  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  New  England.  We  find  that  Deacon 
Samuel  Chapin,  who  was  a  native  of  Wales,  settled  at 
Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1642,  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  resided  in  the  United  States  some  years  prior 
to  that  time.  In  1654,  he  was  made  a  magistrate, 
and  assisted  in  keeping  the  records  pertaining  to 
the  early  settlers.  His  death  occurred  in  1675. 
His  descendants  to  the  present  day  have  been  iden- 
tified with  Springfield. 

Josph  and  Martha  Chapin  were  the  grandparents 
of  our  subject,  their  son  Joseph  being  his  father. 
He  and  his  wife,  Fannie  Farnum,  were  natives  of 
Pamsa,  Mass.,  and  were  the  parents  of  nine  child- 
ren, of  whom  Lebeus  was  the  fourth.  When  he 
was  nine  years  old,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Wattsburg,  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  settled  on  a  farm, 
where  his  father  died  in  1844. 

When  our  subject  was  about  seventeen,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  carpenter's  trade,  working  with  his 
brothers,  and,  after  a  time,  found  his  way  back  to 
the  old  home  in  Massachusetts.  When  nineteen, 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Howe  Truss  Works,  of 
Buffalo,   N.  Y.,   and    four   years  afterward   went 


South,  engaging  as  a  teacher  in  Mississippi,  until 
the  climate  affected  his  health  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  found  it  necessary  to  return  North.  Hav- 
ing a  natural  aptitude  for  schoolroom  work,  he 
continued  to  teach,  and  was  thus  engaged  at  Mun- 
son,  Mass.,  after  which  he  entered  Amherst  €!ollege 
in  1848. 

When  about  to  enter  the  junior  year,  our  sub- 
ject transferred  to  Yale  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1852.  He  then  resumed  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching,  and  for  two  years  was  Principal 
of  Guildford  Academy,  at  Laconia,  N.  H.  Leav- 
ing that  institution,  he  accepted  a  professorship  in 
Yale  College,  succeeding  Dr.  Olmstead  as  Professor 
of  Chemistry  and  Physics.  He  was  drawn  toward 
the  subject  of  medicine,  and,  after  acceptably  teach- 
ing in  that  great  university  for  five  years,  he  en- 
tered its  medical  department  as  a  student,  and 
was  graduated  in  1864. 

A  surgeon's  commission  was  at  once  offered 
the  Doctor  b}^  the  United  States  Government, 
which  accepting,  he  was  stationed  as  Hospital 
Surgeon,  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  and  later  was  trans- 
ferred to  Burlington,  Vt.,  from  which  place  he  was 
mustered  out,  in  1865.  He  then  engaged  in  general 
practice  at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  until  he  came 
West  in  1867.  The  wife  of  his  brother,  Rev.  Lu- 
cius D.  Chapin,  Professor  of  Physics  in  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  was  formerly  a  Kalama- 
zoo lady,  and  our  subject  was  led  to  locate  in  this 
city  through  her  influence.  Before  settling  here, 
however,  he  traveled  over  much  of  the  Western 
territory,  visiting    Rockford,  111.,  and    other  cities. 

For  fourteen  years.  Dr.  Chapin  devoted  himself 
assiduously  to  the  demands  of  his  patrons  in  Kal- 
amazoo. Having  a  cheerful  disposition,  his  friend- 
ship was  sought  for  and  prized,  and  his  attention 
to  details,  and  kind  solicitude  for  his  patients, 
drew  him  to  them,  and  formed  cords  of  friendship, 
severed  only  by  death.  In  1871,  he  became  con- 
nected with  William  Lawrence  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  agricultural  implements,  and  the  business 
assuming  huge  proportions,  he  henceforth  devoted 
much  of  his  attention  to  it  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

The  summons  came  unexpectedly  and  cast  a 
shadow  over  every  home   in  the   city.     His  noble 
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traits  of  character  bad  endeared  him  to  the  com- 
munity, and  every  one  felt  his  loss  as  that  of  a 
personal  friend.  His  body  was  borne  to  its  last 
home  with  the  highest  civic  honors,  and  various 
societies  passed  earnest  resolutions  of  respect  for 
his  memory. 

Tliough  never  a  politician,  the  sympathies  of 
Dr.  Chapin  were  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  for  a  long  time  closely  identified  with  the 
educational  interests  of  the  city,  being  a  member 
of  the  School  Board.  His  experience  eminently 
tended  to  make  him  a  valuable  addition  to  that 
body,  where  his  opinion  (formed  only  after  due 
deliberation)  always  had  weight.  His  early  train- 
ing had  been  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  dur- 
ing his  later  life  he  was  Vestryman  of  St.  Luke's 
Episcopal  Church,  the  views  of  which  more  nearly 
coincided  with  his  belief.  A  thorough  student, 
he  was  versed  in  various  literatures  and  languages, 
and  wielded  the  pen  with  easy  grace  and  purity 
of  diction. 

Lofty  in  his  tastes  and  elevated  in  every 
thought,  the  Doctor  was  a  fitting  companion  to 
the  wife  who  survived  him  a  short  time,  and  the 
family  of  intelligent  children  whose  every  impulse 
and  ambition  he  was  wont  to  guide,  and  to  whom 
he  was  a  loving  father.  He  was  married,  April  25, 
1859,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Mrs.  Sallie  Elliot,  the 
widow  of  William  H.  Elliot,  of  New  Haven,  and 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sawyier.  She  was  born 
in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  December  29,  1829,  and  died, 
May  21,  1889.  The  children  are:  Fitz  Henry, 
Fannie,  Bell  and  Maud. 


ARION  C.  SHERWOOD.  The  firm  of 
Sherwood,  Griswold  &  Co.  conducts  an  ex- 
tensive business  at  Allegan,  and  carries  a 
complete  stock  of  dry-goods,  clothing, 
boots  and  shoes,  carpets,  etc.  The  firm  was  estab- 
lished in  1866  and  in  1871  removed  to  their  pres- 
ent location  on  the  corner  of  Locust  and  Hubbard 
Streets.  The  establishment  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1884  and  they  then  built  their  present  elegant 
store,  one  of  the  finest  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It 


is  a  brick  structure,  52x85  feet,  of  wliich  they  oc- 
cupy two  floors,  the  remainder  being  filled  with  of- 
fices, etc. 

They  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in 
1878,  under  the  name  of  Sherwood  &  Griswold, 
and  manage  an  extensive  business,  carrying  about 
one  million  feet  and  being  one  of  the  largest  lum- 
ber firms  in  the  State.  The  members  are  directors 
and  stockholders  in  the  First  Natix)nal  Bank  of  Al- 
legan and  have  an  interest  in  extensive  tracts  of 
farming  and  pine  lands. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  born  in  Otsego  Township,  Al- 
legan County,  January  1 1,1833,  being  one  of  the  first 
male  children  born  in  the  county.  His  parents  were 
Hull  and  Julia  A.  (Crittendon)  Sherwood,  natives  of 
Western  New  York.  His  father  was  a  carpenter  and 
contractor  by  trade  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Michigan, 
coming  here  in  1832.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  Hull  Sherwood,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1830,  and  settled  in  Otsego 
Township,  Allegan  Count3\  The  grandfather  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  built  the  first  grist  and 
sawmill  on  Pine  Creek,  which  are  still  known  as 
Sherwood's  Mills.  Here  he  resided  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  wealthy  man  and  owned  a  large  amount 
of  land.  He  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  all  of 
wiiom  became  residents  of  Michigan.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
intelligence. 

The  father  of  our  subject  remained  in  Michigan 
some  fifteen  years,  then  returned  to  Rochester,  N 
Y.,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1853.  His  wife 
returned  to  Michigan  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Ionia 
County.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Sher- 
wood were  Chauncy  and  Olive  (Scott)  Crittendon, 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  where  the  father  was  a 
large  farmer.  They  removed  to  New  York  State 
and  settled  in  Brighton,  Monroe  County,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Alvira  A.  (Mrs.  Sherwood),  who  is  living  in  Otsego 
Township,  this  county,  aged  eighty-five  years;  Ju- 
lia A.,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  is  now 
eighty-two  years  of  age,  and  Wallace  W.,  of  Brigh- 
ton, N.  Y.,  aged  seventy-three.  Mr.  Crittendon 
was  a  Minute-man  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was 
called  out,  but  saw  no  active  service.     The  Sher- 
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woods  are  descendants  of  the  English  and  Scotch. 
Our  subject's  father  was  a  Whig  and  served  as  Su- 
pervisor of  Otsego  Township,  Allegan  County, 
being  the  first  one  to  fill  that  ofl[ice  in  that  place. 
He  had  a  family  of  four  children,  three  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  Marion  C;  Adaline  W.  (Mrs. 
Crittendon),  residing  at  Lyons,  Ionia  County,  and 
Nathan  B.,  residing  at  the  same  place. 

The  subject  of  *this  sketch  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  native  township  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  spent  some  time  in  the 
school  at  Brighton,  N.  Y.,  afterward  becoming  a 
student  in  the  Henrietta  Academy,  at  East  Henri- 
etta, In  that  State.  In  1848,  he  became  a  clerk  in 
a  store  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for 
nine  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Chicago,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  State  and  Monroe,  which  he  carried  on  for  two 
years  and  a  half,  when  he  sold  out  and  in  1861 
came  to  Michigan.  He  spent  some  two  years 
clerking  in  Otsego  and  Plain  well,  then  removed  to 
Allegan,  where  he  was  occupied  in  the  same  way 
for  two  years  more.  During  the  war,  he  went 
South  as  a  sutler  for  a  regiment,  returning  from 
there  in  1865  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  dry-goods  store.  He  then  came  to 
Allegan  and  engaged  in  business  for  himself. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Sherwood  took  place  Sep- 
tember 19,1866,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Mary 
M.  Oris  wold,  a  daughter  of  S.  L.  Oris  wold,  of  Al- 
legan. Three  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union:  Ruby  M.,  Martha  G.,  and  Bernath  P.  Mr. 
Sherwood  coincides  with  the  Republican  party  in 
his  political  views  and  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he,  his  wife  and  eldest  daughter 
are  members.  They  take  an  active  part  in  every- 
thing conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  church 
and  the  community  in  which  they  live. 

In  1888,  Mr.  Sherwood  built  in  Allegan  a  resi- 
dence of  which  he  may  truly  be  proud.  Among 
the  elegant  homes  that  may  be  found  here,  it  may 
be  justly  said  that  there  is  none  in  which  the 
architect  has  reflected  greater  credit  upon  himself 
or  where  the  proprietor  has  displayed  more  correct 
idea  of  the  harmonious  and  beautiful  than  in  this. 
The  ample  grounds  are  well  laid  out,  with  plants 


and  shrubs  to  heighten  the  general  effect.  The 
barns  and  other  outbuildings  are  in  keeping  with- 
other  portions  of  the  estate.  Tlte  interior  arrange- 
ments are  all  that  could  be  desired  for  beauty  and 
convenience.  The  parlors  and  hall  are  finished  in 
oak,  the  dining-room  in  cherr3%  while  the  floors  of 
the  hall  and  dining-room  are  inlaid  with  colored 
woods.  The  upper  story  is  finished  in  ash.  The 
home  has  all  the  modern  improvements,  is  ele- 
gantly furnished  throughout,  beautiful  pictures 
grace  its  walls,  while  the  articles  of  vertu  and 
bric-a-brac  give  evidence  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment. Within  this  lovely  home,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sherwood  welcome  their  friends  and  dispense  gra- 
cious hospitality  with  a  generous  hand. 
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eAPT.  ROLLIN  C.  DENISON,  deceased,  was 
born  at  Castle  ton,  Vt.,  January  29,  1823, 
and  was  the  son  of  Mason  N.  and  Phebe 
(Ward)  Denison,  natives  also  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State.  He  spent  his  early  life  in  his  native 
State,  and  after  removing  to  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.,  was  married,  June  25,  1846,  to  Miss  Caroline 
C.  Pen  field.  Mrs.  Denison  was  a  native  of  Pawlet, 
Vt.,  her  natal  day  being  October  30,  1825. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  this  State,  in  April,  1844,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business, and  also  operated 
a  flouring  mill  for  three  years.  He  then  removed 
to  Barry  County,  where  he  again  started  in  tlie 
milling  business,  at  the  same  time  conducting  a 
grocery  store.  His  next  removal  was  to  Dowagiac, 
where  for  nine  years  he  carried  on  a  grocery  store. 
On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  our  subject  or- 
ganized Company  M,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  and 
was  made  its  Captain.  He  led  his  company  in  the 
fight  at  Cedar  Mountain,  and  soon  after  was  sent 
home  to  recruit  before  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
His  health  being  so  impaired,  Capt.  Denison  was 
not  able  to  return  to  the  front,  and  in  1863  was 
made  Provost-Marshal,  with  headquarters  at  Kala- 
mazoo, and  continued  as  such  imtil  the  close  of 
the  war. 

Capt.  Denison,  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
engaged  in  the  livery  business.      He   was    soon. 
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however,  sent  to  Utah  as  Deputy  Provost-Marshal, 
under  Provost  Marshal  Maxwell,  for  two  and  a 
half  3^ears,  and,  until  1876,  he  was  in  the  Govern- 
ment employ.  His  death  occurred  March  4,  1885, 
having  been  a  great  sufferer  for  years.  In  politics, 
he  was  an  active  Republican,  and  during  the  war, 
few  men  did  more  toward  raising  troops  than  did 
Capt.  Denison. 

The  family  of  our  subject  included  Mary, 
Mrs.  George  McDonald,  whose  husband  is  a 
druggist,  and  Horace  P.,  assistant  bookkeeper  for 
the  Michigan  Buggy  Company.  Socially,  the  Cap- 
tain was  a  Knight  Templar,  and  was  a  highly 
respected  citizen  and  a  warm  friend.  His  remains 
lie  buried  in  the  Mountain  Home  Cemetery.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Denison  were  Horace  and  Caroline 
(Chandler)  Penfield,  natives  of  Pawlet  and  Fair- 
field, Vt.  The  father  was  a  saddler  by  trade  and  in 
1848  came  to  Michigan,  dying  in  1864.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years,  with  Mrs.  Denison. 
The  latter-named  lady  had  two  brothers,  Guy  and 
John  Penfield,  and  one  sister.  John  died  at  Ran- 
toul,  III.,  in  October,  1888.  Guy  makes  his  home 
at  Berkeley,  Cal. 


W  ZEL  E.  BARTLETT,  the  humorist,  whose 
C@0  portrait  is  presented  on  the  opposite  page, 
ffi  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  Berkshire  County, 
Mass.,  November  27,  1827.  His  father's 
name  was  Julius  Bartlett,  of  Revolutionary  ante- 
cedents. The  family  moved  in  1832  to  Cumming- 
ton,Mass.,  a  quaint  secluded  hamlet,  since  famous 
as  the  birthplace  of  William  Cullen  Bryant.  It 
was  then  noted,  like  many  other  small  towns  in 
that  and  adjoining  counties,  for  the  odd  character- 
istics of  some  of  its  old-time  citizens,  which  left 
their  impression  upon  the  boyish  mind  of  the 
future  humorist,  and  afforded  liim  a  never-failing 
source  from  which  to  draw  and  picture  forth  many 
of  his  after  "Sketches  of  New  England.''  He 
moved  to  Michigan  with  his  father's  family  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  afterward  going  to  New  York 
City  to  attend  school.  He  went  from  there  to  the 
Cummington  Academy  in  Massachusetts,  where  he 
38 


pursued  his  studies  for  awhile,  then,  armed  with  a 
flattering  testimonial  from  Prof.  Gilbert,  he  went 
to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  clerked  in  a  book-store 
there,  his  brother.  Dr.  C.  E.  Bartlett,  being  at  that 
time  a  student  in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institute, 
and  a  class-mate  of  Dr.  Holland's.  Dr.  John 
Todd,  the  author  of  the  "Students'  Manual,"  and  a 
noted  divine,  even  in  those  days,  was  settled  there. 
George  Oscar  Bartlett,  the  first  publisher  of  TJie 
Merchants'  Magazine,  now  the  famous  Hunfs  Mer- 
chanVs  Magazine;  also  Julius  L.  Bartlett,  the  tal- 
ented clergyman,  were  his  brothers.  They  were 
also  writers  of  rare  ability. 

At  the  age  of  about  sixteen,  young  Bartlett  went 
to  Boston  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  fortunately  ob- 
tained a  situation  with  Crocker  &  Brewster,  at 
that  time  the  leading  book-sellers  of  Boston.  Here 
he  remained  for  nearly  ten  years,  advancing  in  a 
few  years  to  the  position  of  head  salesman  of  the 
house.  It  was  here  that  he  had  the  opportunity 
of  meeting  most  of  the  famous  literary  and  noted 
men  of  New  England.  Daniel  Webster  was  a  fre- 
quent visitor  at  the  store  of  Crocker  &  Brewster, 
who  were  his  intimate  friends,  and  then  our  youth- 
ful humorist  used  to  visit  and  "hobnob"  with  the 
"Godlike"  Daniel,  and  amuse  him  while  he  might 
be  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  firm.  He  remembers 
at  one  time  trying  on  his  hat,  which  was  a  large 
one;  Daniel  Webster  was  noted  for  the  size  of  his 
head,  as  Grover  Cleveland  is  for  the  size  of  his 
neck.  There  were  giants  in  those  days.  Rufus 
Choate,  Everett,  Emerson,  Longfellow,  Whittier, 
Phillips,  Lyman  Beecher,  Garrison,  Holmes,  Moses 
Stuart,  Whipple,  Robinson,  Lowell,  Wood,  the  bot- 
anist and  others,  since  famous  in  the  world  of  let- 
ters, were  frequenters  of  the  old  store  of  Crocker 
&  Brewster. 

Fortunate  in  an  early  contact  and  acquaintance 
with  ^ch  as  these,  it  imparted  a  literary  turn  of 
mind  to  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  having  un- 
limited access  to  books  and  an  insatiable  thirst  for 
reading,  he  was  storing  his  mind  with  material  from 
which  to  draw  upon  in  after  years.  The  old  firm 
of  Crocker  &  Brewster  celebrated  the  seventy-fifth 
anniversary  of  their  association  together,  the  old- 
est firm,  where  both  original  partners  were  living, 
in  the  United  States,  probably  in  the  world.      Mr. 
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Brewster  still  survives.  Horace  Greeley's  advice 
to  young  men  to  "Go  West''  was  liaving  its  effect 
at  that  time  and  Mr.  Bartlett  moved  to  Detroit 
and  formed  a  partnership  there  with  a  book-selling 
house,  and  D.  M.  Ferry,  the  triple  millionaire 
"Seed  Man"  of  the  world,  then  a  boy,  was  their 
clerk  at  the  time.  Mr.  Bartlett,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  married  Jeannette  L.  Packard,  the 
daughter  of  Prof.  Russell  Packard,  of  Albany,  N. 
Y.  From  Detroit  Mr.  Bartlett  moved  in  1854  to 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  the  book  and 
baazar  business  for  twenty  years  or  more.  He  was 
continuously  in  the  book  business  for  over  thirty 
years.  He  was  prominent  in  business  and  social 
circles  and  ever  ready  to  aid  in  any  enterprise  for 
the  benefit  of  Kalamazoo  and  for  the  interest  of 
others.  Although  a  stanch  Republican,  he  was  not 
a  partisan  in  politics  and  would  help  to  get  a  politi- 
cally, or  really  blind  or  crippled  Democrat  to  the 
polls  on  election  day  as  readil}^  as  though  he  was 
of  his  own  political  faith,  and,  what  was  stranger 
still,  would  help  him  home  again. 

He  was  a  valued  contributor  to  man 3^  of  the  early 
Boston  newspapers  forty  years  ago.  It  is  only 
until  lately  that  he  has  begun  to  make  his  mark  in 
the  literary  world,  as  many  of  his  writings  have  re- 
mained m  manuscript  for  many  years,  but  when- 
ever brought  to  the  light  they  have  not  only  at- 
tracted the  highest  commendation  from  the  press 
of  this  country,  but  have  reached  England  on  their 
merits  and  a  number  of  them  liave  been  published 
by  one  of  the  largest  book  houses  and  newspapers 
in  London.  As  a  humorist,  he  has  been  compared 
most  favorably  with  Irving,  Mark  Twain,  Bill  Nye, 
Burdette  and  Will  Carleton. 

The  following  are  among  the  best  known  pro- 
ductions of  his  pen,  some  of  which  have  achieved 
national  popularity:  "The  Comic  Angler,"  "Hum- 
ors of  the  Rod  and  Gun,"  "The  Frogs  of  Saginaw," 
"Deacon  Bigelow's  Struggle  with  a  Gigantic  Mus- 
kallonge,"  all  of  wliich  have  been  published  in  Eng- 
land. His  Boston  lectures  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  "The 
Humors  of  the  Frog,"  "Legends  of  Lightning 
Bug  and  Sleepy  Hollow,"  "The  Young  American 
Mustache,"  "The  Snorer,"  "Horrible  Death  of  the 
Mince-Pie  Eater,"  "The  Judge  and  the  Milkmaid," 
"Scauldamann,   or,   the    Tragedy    of   the  Turkish 


Bath,"  "A  Tale  of  Constantinople,"  "The  Giant 
and  the  Cake  of  Yeast,"  "Sketches  of  Eccentric 
Character  of  New  England,"  "Wit  and  Humor  of 
the  Times,"  and  many  others,  newly  revised  and 
greatly  enlarged  and  illustrated  editions  of  which 
are  contemplated.  A  prominent  New  York  maga- 
zine has  been  in  correspondence  with  him,  desiring 
to  make  arrangements  with  him  as  a  regular  corres- 
pondent and  to  publish  his  biography  with  his 
portrait  as  a  frontispiece. 

We  close  this  sketch  with  tlie  following  testimo- 
nial from  Hon.  George  Willard,  ex-member  of 
Congress: 

"The  productions  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Bartlett,  the 
gifted  humorist,  I  have  read  with  great  interest 
and  pleasure.  Some  of  his  recent  books  and  manu- 
scripts certainly  possess  rare  and  conspicuous 
merit. 

"The  writer  is  fortunate  in  his  remarkable  fidel- 
ity to  nature,  in  his  rich  and  delicate  humor,  in 
his  abounding  sympathy  with  the  topics  treated, 
and  in  the  unwavering  felicity  of  expression  ap- 
parent in  ail  the  products  of  his  pen.  These  pro- 
ducts appear  to  me  to  be  among  the  very  best 
yielded  in  the  field  of  humorous  literatiu^e  in  our 
country." 
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OLOMON  S.  FOX,  present  Supervisor  of 
Wayland  Township,  Allegan  County,  is 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section  of  coun- 
try, where  he  has  occupied  a  prominent 
position  and  holds  an  enviable  record,  not  only  as 
an  enterprising  and  worthy  citizen,  but  as  a  brave 
soldier  who  did  his  part  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. He  was  born  in  Marlboro  Township,  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  April  30,  1844.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Catherine  (Fox)  Fox,  were  natives  of  the 
same  State,  his  father  being  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
who  also  operated  a  mill,  and  in  his  later  years  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  State  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  and  engaged  in  teaching,  in 
connection  with  which  he  also  carried  on  farming. 
He  had  a  good  education,  having  attended  the 
common  schools  during  his  younger  days,  and  also 
for  a  while  the  Normal  School  in  Ohio.  After  com- 
ing to  Michigan,  he  taught  for  twelve  terms  in  the 
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public  schools,  making  a  good  record  as  a  teacher. 
During  this  time,  he  bought  a  tract  of  forty  acres 
of  unimproved  land,  upon  which  he  worked  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  clearing  and  improving  it. 
In  1862,  he  enlisted,  August  18,  in  Company  D, 
One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  going 
at  first  to  Cincinnati,  and  being  in  the  Army  of 
West  Virginia  for  one  year.  In  1863,  with  his 
regiment,  he  was  sent  South,  a  part  of  the  time  do- 
ing mechanic's  work,  and  a  part  of  the  time  guard 
duty.  He  was  in  some  of  the  engagements  during 
Hood's  campaign,  and  was  in  the  pursuit  after  Gen. 
Forrest,  and  at  Murfreesboro.  He  saw  much  of  the 
hard  part  of  a  soldier's  life,  being  often  engaged  in 
skirmishing  with  bushwhackers.  He  received  his 
discharge  in  July,  1865,  and  remained  in  Ohio  the 
following  two  years,  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 

Mr.  Fox  was  married,  November  1, 1866,  to  Mag- 
gie A.  Glass,  of  Homeworth,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of 
eJohn  Glass,  a  carpenter  and  farmer  of  that  place. 
By  this  marriage,  nine  children  have  been  born: 
William  H.,  Minnie  R.,  Grace  L.,  Nora  IL,  Earl  J., 
Roy  S.  S.,  Lee  Verne,  Clark  L.  and  Guy,  all  living. 
In  1882,  Mr.  Fox  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Lee 
Deuel,  of  Bradley,  as  a  salesman,  in  which  occupa- 
tion he  has  continued  ever  since.  During  the 
years  when  the  law  provided  for  a  Township  Su- 
perintendent of  public  school,  our  subject  held  that 
office  all  the  time,  with  the  exception  of  four 
months.  He  has  also  held  the  office  of  School  In- 
spector, and  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Township  Treasurer  of  Way  land  Township.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Fox  and  his  family  hold  a  high  place  in  the 
estimation  of  this  community,  in  which  they  have 
so  long  resided. 


UILLI  AM  BUSKIRK,  a  self-made  man,  resid- 
ing on  section  24,  Hopkins  Township,  Al- 
W^  legan  County,  is  a  son  of  Abram  Buskirk, 
Sr.,  a  native  of  Preble,  Cortland  Countj^,  N.  Y., 
wliere  he  was  born  in  1795.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Nancy  Garrison,  a  native  of  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  witli  her  husband  removed  to 


Ohio,  in  1838,  settling  in  Lorain  County  for  a  short 
time.  The  father  bought  a  small  piece  of  wild  land 
in  Avon  Township,  and  lived  on  it  three  years. 
He  then  sold  this  and  took  up  another  tract  which 
he  cleared  and  sold.  His  next  move  was  to  Mich- 
igan in  1853,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm  all  wild, 
with  no  improvements  whatever.  He  lived  there 
until  his  death,  January  14,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  His  wife  died  April  18,  1872, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  born  to  them 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  now  Jive:  Abram; 
our  subject,  Peter,  Isaac,  Daniel,  Jane  and  Elipha- 
let.  Allan  (deceased)  and  Daniel  both  served  in 
the  Civil  War  in  a  Michigan  regiment. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  4,  1825,  m  Sen- 
eca County,  N.  Y.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
had  but  very  meager  chances  for  an  education 
His  parents  wtu-e  poor,  and  he  stayed  at  home 
assisting  them  on  the  farm  until  twenty  years  old, 
when  he  went  to  Ohio  and  commenced  working 
out  by  the  month.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
July  23,  1847,  to  Sophia  Saddler,  a  daughter  of 
Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Root)  Saddler,  both  na- 
tives of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  They  moved  to  Ohio 
in  1836,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cuyahoga  County, 
where  they  made  a  permanent  home.  The  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  died  in  1872, 
and  the  mother  two  years  previous.  They  had 
eleven  children,  nine  living.  Their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Buskirk,  was  born  April  25,  1826,  in  New  York. 

When  our  subject  was  married,  he  bought  a  piece 
of  land  in  Dover  Township,  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  and  improved  and  lived  on  it  until  1854, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  took  up  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  where  he  now  lives.  It  was 
all  a  vast  wilderness,  and  there  were  but  very  few 
improvements  in  this  locality.  He  erected  a  log 
house,  and  considered  himself  in  good  circum- 
stances for  that  day.  He  now  owns  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres,  and  has  eighty -two  acres  cleared 
and  fenced,  and  highly  improved.  He  erected  a 
handsome  house  in  1870,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  and 
on  his  place  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing successfully. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buskirk  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  six  living:  Thomas  C.  married  Effie  Ben- 
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nett,  and  lives  in  Kalamazoo  County;  Alva  L.  mar- 
ried Celia  Richmond,  and  lives  in  Wayland  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  has  four  children;  Henry 
F.  married  Lillian  Hoyt,  and  lives  in  Wayland 
Township,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child;  Lizzie  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Jay  Crabb,  of  this  township,  and 
they  have  two  children;  Clara  A;  and  John  D., 
who  married  Edith  Lane,  has  one  child,  and 
resides  at  Grand  Rapids.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  has  been  a  Republican,  but  is 
now  a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  having  always  been  a 
temperate  man.  He  has  served  on  the  local  School 
Board,  and  has  given  his  children  the  best  of  edu- 
cations, the}^  all  having  been  students  of  the  High 
School.  Henry  was  graduated  from  the  Michigan 
Agricultural  College  in  1877;  Thomas  C.  is  a  doc- 
tor of  medicine;  and  John  D.  is  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon. 

eHARLES  BROTT.  This  respected  citizen  of 
the  farming  community  of  Geneva  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County,  is  successfully 
prosecuting  his  calling  on  section  1.  He  is  de- 
scended from  two  brothers  of  that  name,  w^ho  came 
from  Holland  and  located  in  New  York  City  in  an 
early  period  of  the  history  of  that  city.  Charles 
Brott,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  at  an  early 
day  to  Ohio,  and  from  that  State  to  Michigan, 
where  he  died.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Reynolds 
Brott,  was  born  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  about  1800. 
He  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native  county,  and, 
when  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  traveled  on 
foot  to  Ohio,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm  "in  Lake 
County. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of  Ma- 
lona  Abbott,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Brott, 
eleven  children  were  born,  of  whom  Charles  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Tlie  original  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1832,  and  was  reared  just  across  the  line 
in  Lake  Count}^  In  1855,  he  came  to  Van  Buren 
County,  this  State,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  two  acres  of  wild  land.  A  year  later, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Saphronia,  daughter  of 
Hiram   Chappell,  and  to  them  have  been  granted 


three  children:  Hiram  grew  to  mature  years  and 
died  of  consumption  in  1883;  Sarah  married  Will- 
iam Myers,  and  resides  in  Allegan  County,  this 
State;  and  Lucy  I.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

In  1863,  Mr.  Brott  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
Union,  and  in  1864  joined  the  Third  Michigan 
Cavalry  and  served  with  his  regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  on  board  the  "John  Ham- 
ilton" when  it  blew  up  on  Mobile  Bay,  but  escaped 
injury.  The  winter  of  1865-66,  he  spent  in  camp 
at  San  Antonio,  Tex.  He  enlisted  as  a  blacksmith, 
and  kept  one  hundred  and  ten  horses  shod.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Brott  returned  to  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life,  and  has  since  given 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

In  politics,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  a  true-blue 
Republican.  With  his  family,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  socially  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  also  belongs  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  Post,  No.  19,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bangor, 
and  is  a  gentleman  who  is  highl}^  esteemed  in  Gen- 
eva Township  for  his  upright  and  honest  life. 
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'l^OSIAH  J.  MILLER.  This  gentleman,  wlio 
is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  enterprising 
^,  farmers  of  Bloom  in  gdale  Township,  Van 
v^^^  Buren  County,  was  born,  November  10, 
1826,  in  Milford  Township,  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
and  is  the  son  of  elohn  and  Elizabeth  (Flick)  Mil- 
ler. His  grandfather,  Henry  Miller,  was  a  farmer 
and  cooper,  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Kizer,and  they 
reared  a  family  of  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  all 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  Frederick  Flick,  a  native 
of  Somerset  County,  Pa. 

John  Miller,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and,  about  1854,  removed 
to  Macon  County,  III,  where  he  located  on  a  farm, 
and  died  about  six  months  later.  His  family 
had  remained  behind  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
mother's  death  took  place.  She  was  a  good  woman , 
and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
family  of  this  worthj'^  couple  consisted  of  three 
children:  Josiah  J.,  Lydia,  and  Mary  A. 
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Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  had 
but  few  advantages  for  an  education,  gaining  what 
knowledge  he  possessed  more  from    reading  and 
observation,  tlian  from  the  study  of    text-books. 
He  was  early  obh'ged  to  earn  his  own  living,  and 
worked  upon  a    farm    until    nineteen    3^ears    old, 
when  he  learned  tlie  trade   of    a  cooper.     In  the 
spring  of  1856,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section 
29,Bloomingdale  Township,  this  county,  for  which 
he  paid  1800,  cash.     Unfortunately,  the  man  from 
whom  he  bought  the  land  was  dishonest  and  had 
given  a  mortgage  on  the  place,  although  he  claimed 
it   was    free      from    encumbrance.        Mr.    Miller 
searched  the  records  but  there  were  no  claims   to 
be  found.    At  tiie  end  of  four  years,  the  land  was 
sold  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  as  there  was  no  re- 
demption.    Mr.  Miller  then  bought  it  again  from 
the  man  who   entered    it.      He    has   cleared    and 
improved  his  land,  and  has  it  under  a   high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  has  also  erected  a  fine  residence 
and  barns.     He  has  made  his  way  in  the  world  en- 
tirely  unassisted,  except  by  his  faithful  and   de- 
voted wife. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married,  January  5,  1854,  to 
Catherine  Darr.  She  was  born  in  Somerset  County, 
Pa.,  July  24,  1835,  tlie  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Margaret  (Shenamen)  Darr,  who  were  natives  of 
Somerset  County,  Pa.  The  father,  who  worked  at 
shoe-making  and  carding,  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Tlieir  children  were  Elizabeth, 
MoUie,  Margaret;  Henry,  who  died  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age;  Mary,  Ann  M.,  Sarah,  Catherine, 
and  Philip,  who  served  during  the  late  war,  and 
died  while  in  the  army.  The-  father  of  this  fam- 
ily died  in  Pennsylvania  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  his  wife  sometime  later,  when 
eighty-seven  years  old. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Miller,  Tragut  Ferd- 
inand Shenamen,  attended  school  in  Germany  when 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  and  later 
studied  medicine.  When  about  twenty-one  years 
old,  he  came  to  this  country,  soon  after  which  he 
entered  the  army  to  serve  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  was  under  Gen.  George  Washington. 
After  the  war,  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  purchased   a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 


acres,  and  there  passed  his  remaining  years.  Unto 
him  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Margaret  Faust,  were  born  the  following-named 
children:  Henry,  Margaret,  Catherine,  Sarah,  Dan- 
iel, Christian,  Ferdinand,  Frederick,  John,  and 
Benjamin. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  as  follows:  Allen,  who  resides  at 
LaG range,  Ind.;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Allen,  who  lives  at  Defiance,  Ohio;  Simon;  Abel; 
Sarah  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Mary; 
and  J.  D.,  who  died  when  fourteen  years  old.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  were  formerly  Lutherans,  but  are 
now  members  of  the  Disciples  Church.  They  are 
highly  esteemed  in  the  community  in  which  they 
live,  and  are  among  its  most  popular  residents. 
A  view  of  the  pleasant  homestead  of  Mr.  Miller  is 
shown  on  another  page. 


ellARLES  POTTER  COY.  In  every  de- 
partment of  work,  whether  of  a  business, 
poUtical  or  social  nature,  Mr.  Coy  has  for 
years  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  Kalamazoo.  He 
is  descended  from  worthy  and  patriotic  ancestors, 
and  is  the  third  in  line  of  descent  from  a  Scotch- 
man who  removed  from  the  "Land  of  the  Thistle" 
and  settled  in  Connecticut. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  David  Coy,  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  fought  the  battles  of 
liberty  with  valor  and  patriotism.  He  attained  to 
a  ripe  old  age,  dying  when  ninety-five  years,  five 
months  and  ten  days  old.  His  son,  who  was  also 
named  David  P.,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Byron, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  served  as  Supervisor  for  twenty- 
one  years  and  in  other  positions  of  honor  and 
responsibility.  He  died  in  that  place  when  in  his 
sixtieth  year. 

The  second  among  five  children  born  to  David  P. 
and  Hannah  (Sprague)  Coy  was  Charles  P.,  who 
was  born  at  Byron,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1824.  His 
youth  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm  but  when  he 
became  of  age,  he  settled  in  Stafford  Township, 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  January 
11,  1849,  in  that  township,   to  Miss  Martha   Kel- 
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logg,  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  daughter  of 
Russell  and  Harriet  (Miller)  Kellogg. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Coy  removed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Mai^shall,  this  State,  and  purchased  a  farm  compris- 
ing about  four  hundred  acres.  Later  he  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Albion,  whence  he  removed  to 
Battle  Creek  and  for  nine  years  followed  farming 
operations  near  that  city.  He  did  not  locate  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  until,  after  making  a  tour  of 
the  Southern  States,  he  decided  that  this  county 
offered  the  best  prospects  for  investment.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  bought  a  large  farm  on  Gull  Prairie, 
in  1865,  and  there  made  a  specialty  of  wheat,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful.  He  disposed  of  the 
farm  in  1881  and,  moving  to  the  city,  has  here 
since  resided. 

A  Republican  in  his  politics,  Mr.  Coy  has  served 
his  fellow-citizens  in  various  official  capacities.  He 
was  Supervisor  while  at  Battle  Creek  and  assisted 
in  furnishing  troops  during  the  war.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Kalamazoo  National  Bank  and  owns 
considerable  real  estate  in  the  city,  the  value  of 
which  is  constantly  increasing.  In  his  religious 
preference,  he  inclmes  to  the  belief  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  he  and  his  wife  attend.  In 
every  opinion  of  importance  he  holds  decided 
opinions  and  concedes  to  others  the  same  right 
which  he  demands  for  himself — that  of  liberty  of 
thought.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  daughter: 
Marion  C,  wife  of  Charles  F.  Davis,  of  the  firm  of 
P.  C.  Davis  &  Company,  of  Kalamazoo. 


RA  V.  HICKS.  There  is  scarcely  any  enterprise 
in  Kalamazoo  which  contributes  more  directly 
li\  to  the  prosperity  of  its  citizens  than  the  Hicks 
Carriage  Company.  The  present  works  were  estab- 
lished by  our  subject  in  November,  1890,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  top  and  open  buggies 
and  carriages  of  the  latest  and  most  approved 
styles. 

The  carriage  manufactory  and  offices  of  the  com- 
pany are  located  in  a  fine  building,  50  x  175  feet  in 
dimensions,  and  three  stories  in  height.  The 
machinery  is  the  latest  and  most  highly  improved, 


and  the  vehicles,  which  are  of  a  superior  quality 
and  finish,  are  shipped  to  different  points  through- 
out the  State  as  well  as  to  other  portions  of  the 
country.  Forty  skilled  employes  are  kept  through- 
out the  year  and  the  business  is  growing  very  sat- 
isfactorily. 

New  York  was  the  native  State  of  Mr.  Hicks, 
who  was  born  in  Tompkins  County,  July  17, 1834. 
David,  his  father,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  engaged  as  a  manufacturer  of  farm  im- 
plements. A  good  business  man,  of  keen  foresight 
and  great  force  of  character, he  was  prominent  in 
his  community  and  exerted  great  influence  among 
his  fellow-citizens.  The  mother  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Jane  Van  Wager  and  was  born  in 
New  York.  James  Hicks,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  of  English  descent  on  his  father's  side 
and  through  his  mother  traced  his  ancestry  to  Hol- 
land. 

Ira  v.,  who  was  the  second  of  four  children, 
passed  his  boyhood  in  the  Empire  State,  receiving 
only  a  common -school  education  and  early  as- 
sisting his  father  in  his  work.  When  sixteen  years 
old,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carriage- 
maker,  at  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years.  He  then  worked  as  a  journey  man  and, 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  trade,went  to  Willoughby, 
Ohio,  then  to  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  cm- 
ployed  by  the  Cortland  Wagon  Company,  of  Cort- 
land, for  four  years. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Hicks  came  to  Kalamazoo  and 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Kalamazoo  Wagon 
Company,  his  partners  being  F.  W.  Meyers  and 
M.  II.  Lane.  The  business  of  the  company  was 
the  manufacture  of  buggies,  in  which  Mr.  Hicks 
engaged  with  great  energy  and  remarkable  success 
until  July,  1890,  when  he  sold  out.  His  private 
affairs  have  engaged  his  attention  so  closely  that 
he  has  mingled  little  in  the  political  life  of  the 
city,  although  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  casts  his  ballot  for  its  can- 
didates. 

When  at  leisure  from  his  business  cares,  Mr. 
Hicks  finds  his  greatest  pleasure  in  the  society  of 
his  wife  and  children,  at  their  home,  No.  507 
Stewart  Avenue.  Mrs.  Hicks,  who  prior  to  1854 
was  known  as  Sarah  Casar,  was  born   and   reared 
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in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Nottingham)  Casar.  She  is 
a  lady  of  superior  attainments,  a  devoted  help- 
mate, and  a  tender  mother  to  her  three  surviving 
children:  Henry,  assistant  manager  in  the  works; 
Lloyd  and  Nettie.     Frankie  died  in  1889. 

g ■ ■g^_^^^&-.g^-^^ I 

eHARLES  A.  BALDWIN,  the  etlicient  Post- 
master of  Vicksburg,  is  well  known  through- 
out this  section  of  country  as  the  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Commercial^  a  bright  and  spicy 
paper  which  is  independent  in  politics  and  de- 
voted to  the  social  and  business  interests  of  the 
community.  In  former  years,  it  was  published  in 
Kalamazoo  and  for  six  months  prior  to  purchasing 
it,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  local  correspondent  from  this 
place.  When  he  bought  it  in  1884  and  established 
the  office  in  Vicksburg,  there  was  another  paper — 
the  Monitor — published  here,  but  it  soon  died, 
since  which  time  the  Commercial  has  been  the  sole 
representative  of  the  newspaper  interests  of  the 
village. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Baldwin  a  very  valuable  plant, 
but  his  office  is  well  equipped  in  every  respect  and 
supplied  with  Fair  Haven  power  press,  as  well  as 
a  fine  line  of  job  and  news  type.  The  work  turned 
out  is  of  a  superior  quality  and  style,  while,  through 
its  entrance  into  hundreds  of  homes,  the  paper  is 
wielding  a  powerful  influence  over  the  opinions  of 
the  people.  In  June,  1889,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  at  Vicksburg,  which  was  made  a 
Presidential  office  April  1,  1891.  His  previous  ex- 
perience as  Postmaster  in  Arkport,  N.  Y.,  enabled 
him  at  once  to  adopt  the  best  measures  for  the 
conduct  of  the  office,  and  the  mail  agents  give  him 
the  credit  of  putting  up  the  mail  and  keeping  his 
office  in  the  best  order  of  anyone  along    the    line. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  represen- 
tative traces  its  ancestry  to  Scotland,  whence  at 
an  early  day  some  of  its  members  emigrated  to 
this  country.  Ichabod  Baldwin,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York  in 
1793  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  gardener 
and  farmer  until  his  death  in  Allegany  County,  N. 
Y.,  at   the  age    of    sixty-four.      Among  his    five 


children  was  WilliamN.,who  was  born  in  Allegany 
County,  October  3,  1820,  and  there  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  When  twenty  years  old, he  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed 
at  Franklin  and  Arkport,  N.  Y. 

For  six  years  William  N.  Baldwin  served  as 
Postmaster  at  Arkport,  and,  being  a  man  of  intell- 
igence and  excellent  judgment,  he  was  frequently 
consulted  w4th  reference  to  general  political  matters 
as  well  as  of  affairs  of  local  importance.  Prior  to 
the  administration  of  President  Buchanan,  he  was 
a  Democrat,  but  afterward  joined  the  Republican 
party.  In  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  was  an 
active  worker  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
Arkport,  August  26,  1866.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, Mary  B.  Jordan,  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
N.Y.,  April  1,  1844  and  is  still  living,  her  home 
being  in  Vicksburg,  Mich.,  where  she  is  known  as  a 
lady  of  great  worth  of  character  and  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Her  par- 
ents, Jared  W.  and  Betsey  (Jones)  Jordan,  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  reared  ten  children, 
finally  passing  away  at  a  good  old  age. 

Mr.  Baldwin  is  one  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  Simon  S.,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  Elizabeth,  now 
Mrs.  McMaster.  Charles  A.  was  born  in  Franklin, 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1846,  and  when 
he  was  one  year  old  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Ai-kport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
was  examined  and  given  a  permit  to  act  as  assis- 
tant mail  clerk  on  all  the  lines  of  the  Eric  Rail- 
road. For  four  years  he  performed  substitute 
duty,  and  was  then  appointed  regular  clerk,  serv- 
ing as  such  for  four  years  between  Dunkirk,  N.  Y., 
and  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  During  that  time,  he  was 
in  three  railroad  accidents  and  narrowly  escaped 
being  killed. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Baldwin  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Postmaster  at  Arkport, 
and  held  the  office  six  years,  meanwhile  engaging 
in  mercantile  pursuits.  In  the  spring  of  1872,  he 
resigned  his  position,  and,  selling  out  his  property, 
came  to  Michigan,  where  he  was  engaged  on  the 
Schoolcraft  Express  for  a  short  time.  He  then 
opened  an  office  in  Vicksburg,  becoming  a  fire  in- 


838 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


surance  agent,  and  still  acts  as  agent  for  seven  old- 
line  companies.  November  2, 1880,  he  bought  a 
farm  of  seventy- seven  acres  in  Brady  Township, 
fifty  acres  of  which  is  a  huckleberry  marsh  and 
very  remunerative. 

March  21, 1866,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  married  to  Helen 
F.  Newsom,  who  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
October  12,  1848.  Her  parents,  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Zeliff)  Newsom,  were  natives  respec- 
tively of  England  and  Germany  and  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  thirteen  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mary  E.  and 
Charles  E.  Mrs.  Baldwin  passed  from  this  life 
January  30,  1892.  They  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  in  which  they  are  earnest  workers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  Republican  and 
has  been  connected  with  the.  Republican  County 
Central  Committee.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  township  of  Brady  had  a  majority  of 
seventy-five  Democrats  when  he  was  nominated 
for  the  position  of  Township  Clerk,  such  was  his 
popularity  that  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
thirty-seven.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  36, 
K.  of  P.,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen,  in  which  he 
has  occupied  many  of  the  chairs  and  exerted  con- 
siderable influence. 
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eONR /VD  CHRISTOPHER  GUNN,  a  resident 
of  Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
was  born  February  1,  1848,  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio.  He  is  a  son  of  Westrell  Willoughby 
Gunn,  a  native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  born  February  25,  1808.  He  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  Yale  College,  in  the  law  department,  and 
practiced  in  Lockport,  Pa.  He  was  married  soon 
after  leaving  college  to  Betsey  Sharp,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  in  1829  left  Lockport,  Pa.,  and 
settled  in  Ashtabula  Count}'^,  Ohio,  continuing  in 
the  legal  business  and  also  engaging  somewhat  in 
farming  in  connection  with  droving,  being  one  of 
the  oldest  dealers  in  cattle  in  Ohio.  He  drove 
cattle  to  Buffalo  until  1867,  in  which  year  he 
moved  to  Eaton  County,  this  State.  When  on  a 
visit  to  his  daughter  in  LaPorte,  Ind.,  inl8765  he  was 


taken  sick  and  died,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  His 
good  wife  died  in  Eaton  County,  in  1886,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  They  had  fourteen 
children  born  to  them,  eight  boys  and  six  girls, 
ten  of  whom  are  now  living.  Two  of  the  sons. 
Perry  and  Conrad,  enlisted  in  the  army.  Perry  in 
the  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  serving  nine 
months.  He  was  injured  at  the  battle  of  Pittsburg 
Landing,  and  was  discharged  from  the  service. 

Our  subject  worked  on  a  farm  until  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  army  on  the  16th 
of  January,  1864,  in  Company  E,  Sixth  Ohio  Cav- 
alry. He  joined  his  regiment  at  Warren  ton,  Va., 
and  did  picket  duty  inside  of  three  months'  time. 
He  was  in  the  campaign  of  1864  under  Sheridan. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  was  on  Richmond  raid,  fighting  all  the  time. 
He  was  also  in  the  battles  of  Todd's  Tavern,  Spott- 
sylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Five  Forks,  Cliickahominy, 
Malvern  Heights,  and  the  second  battle  of  Weldon 
Railroad.  At  the  last-named  place,  they  stopped  do- 
ing picket  duty  until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  they 
broke  camp  and  followed  the  rebels  on  retreat  and 
continued  to  fight  until  Lee's  surrender.  The 
regiment  then  staid  at  Warrenton  on  detached 
duty  for  three  months,  and  Mr.  Gunn  was  mus- 
tered out,  August  7, 1865,  and  honorably  discharged 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  7. 

On  leaving  the  army,  our  subject  made  a  short 
visit  home  and  then  came  to  Kalamazoo.  He 
remained  but  a  short  time,  however,  as  he  went 
to  live  in  Indiana,  where  he  remained  for  seven 
years.  From  there  he  removed  to  this  town- 
ship, in  1876,  and  was  married  to  Helen  C. 
Slack,  in  the  same  year.  Mrs.  Gunn  was  the  widow 
of  John  Slack  and  a  daughter  of  William  Alford,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  Her  grandfather  partici- 
pated in  the  Revolutionary  War.  A  fife  that  was 
played  by  him  in  the  battle  of  Yorktown  and  at 
the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and  afterward  by  his 
son  William  Alford,  in  the  War  of  1812,  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  family.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Gunn 
was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  in 
Canada,  having  moved  there  soon  after  the  War 
of  1812.  He  lived  in  Guelph,  Ontario,  but  at  the 
time  of  the  Rebellion  in  Canada,  not  wishing  to 
fight  for  or  against  his  own  country,  sold  his  prop- 
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erty  and  came  to  Michigan,  taking  up  land  in 
Alamo  Township,  in  1837,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1849.  His  good  wife 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  in 
Texas  Township.  She  bore  her  husband  fourteen 
children  and  was  again  married  in  1852  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  child. 

Mrs.  Gunn  was  married  to  her  first  husband  in 
1864.  He  died  March  30,  1875.  By  this  marriage, 
one  child  was  born,  William,  who  is  now  studying 
medicine.  By  her  second  marriage,  Mrs.  Gunn  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children:  Conrad  Glenn, 
born  June  29,  1888,  and  Irwin  Simpson,  born  May 
10,  1886. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Orcutt  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Kalamazoo.  Mrs.  Gunn  had  two  brothers  in  the 
late  war,  William  and  George.  The  latter  was 
wounded  at  Port  Hudson  and  died  from  the  effect 
of  his  wounds.  He  belonged  to  Company  D,  Sixth 
Michigan  Light  Artillery.  William  was  in  the 
Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  Company  F,  and 
was  wounded  at  Resaca,  Ga.,  was  taken  prisoner, 
March  6,  1863,  at  Spring  Hill,  Tenn.,  and  confined 
in  Libby  Prison  twenty-seven  days. 
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-i  TELEN  M.  (UPJOHN)  KIRKLAND,  M.  D., 
I  I  of  Kalamazoo,  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
\  twelve  children  of  the  venerable  pioneer 
of  medicine.  Dr.  Uriah  Upjohn,  was  born  in  Rich- 
land, Mich.,  February  24,  1839.  In  her  girlhood 
she  received  the  best  educational  advantages  the 
little  village  afforded  in  its  public  schools,  and  for 
several  years  attended  the  Prairie  Seminary,  which 
at  that  time  was  a  flourisliing  and  popular  school. 
Later,  she  entered  the  Baptist  College  at  Kalama- 
zoo, becoming  a  member  of  the  senior  class,  but 
not  graduating. 

Subsequently,  our  subject  engaged  in  the  pro- 
fession of  a  teacher,  and  was  thus  occupied  for 
three  or  four  years,  teaching  in  Richland,  also  in 
Iowa  during  the  two  or  three  years  the  family 
lived  there,  excepting  that  she  returned  to  Mich- 
igan to  attend  school  for  one  year.  Soon  after 
her  father  moved  back  to   Michigan  for  the  sake 


of  better  educational  advantages  for  his  grow- 
ing family.  After  her  course  at  the  Baptist  Col- 
lege, she  taught  private  classes  in  French,  botany 
and  drawing,  which  to  her  was  a  very  pleasant 
pastime,  she  having  a  taste  for  those  studies. 
Wishing  to  become  proficient  in  something,  she 
pursued  the  study  of  art  for  a  few  years,  receiv- 
ing instruction  in  Chicago,  Kalamazoo,  and  later 
in  Ann  Arbor.  Several  years  were  spent  at  home, 
assisting  her  mother  in  the  care  of  her  large 
family. 

In  1869,  her  father,  seeing  the  necessity  of 
providing  his  children  with  better  educational  ad- 
vantages, purchased  a  large  house  in  Ann  Arbor  and 
sent  eight  of  his  older  children  there  at  one  time. 
Helen,  being  the  eldest,  took  charge  and  managed 
the  household  of  younger  brothers  and  sisters.  She 
also  found  time  to  pursue  her  painting  and  attend 
Prof.  Winchers  lectures  on  botany  and  geology. 
That  year  the  doors  of  the  Michigan  University 
were  thrown  open  to  women  in  all  its  departments. 
Having  acquired  an  interest  in  her  father's  pro- 
fession and  practice,  she  determined  to  study  medi- 
cine, and  returned  home  to  read  under  his  instruc- 
tion, entering  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor  in 
1870,  and  graduating  in  the  medical  department 
in  1872,  being  one  of  a  class  of  six  first  lady 
graduates. 

The  Doctor  at  once  began  an  active  practice  in 
Kalamazoo,  in  connection  with  her  father  and 
brother.  Dr.  Henry  Upjohn.  Six  months  after 
beginning  practice,  she  went  to  Boston,  and  there 
and  in  New  York  was  engaged  for  six  months  in 
liospital  work.  Returning  thence  to  Kalamazoo, 
she  at  once  secured  a  lucrative  and  desirable 
practice,  which  she  still  continues  at  her  oflSce  at 
No.  619  Main  Street.  She  has  evinced  great  skill 
in  her  practice,  stands  high  in  the  profession,  and 
for  the  past  twenty  years  has  practiced  with  re- 
markable success,  rare  faithfulness  and  conscien- 
tiousness. Her  practice  has  been  general,  and  she 
is  recognized  as  being  able  and  accurate  in  the 
diagnosis  of  diseases.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine,  Michigan  State 
Medical  Society,  and  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, having  been  a  delegate  to  the  latter  organ- 
ization from  the  local  society.   Her  marriage,  which 
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occurred   November    19,    1875,   united   her   with 
Hugh  Kirkland. 

Dr.  Kirkland  is  a  woman  of  ability,  and  finds 
time  beyond  the  duties  of  her  profession  to  ally 
herself  with  the  advanced  thought  of  the  day,  and, 
while  not  assuming  a  leading  part  in  the  great 
questions  affecting  woman  and  woman's  work, 
her  opinion  and  counsel  are  sought  and  respected. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  is  in  close  sympathy  with  the  advanced 
thinkers  of  the  age. 


,^^  ORNELIUS    VAN  ZWALUWENBURG,  M. 


l|.  x^.,  one  of  the  prominent  practicing  physi- 

^^J  cians  of  Kalamazoo,  was  born  in  the  county 
which  is  still  his  home,  November  17,  1862,  and  is 
a  son  of  Ryer  and  Sarah  (Kools)  Van  Zwaluwen- 
burg,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Holland  (the 
Netherlands).  When  young  they  came  to  Kalama- 
zoo County,  where  they  were  married,  but  began 
their  domestic  life  on  a  farm  near  Holland,  Mich. 
Early  in  1868,  the  father  established  a  grocery 
store  in  Kalamazoo  and  continued  business  in  this 
line  until  1871.  He  is  now  residing  on  a  farm  in 
Ottawa  County  and  is  one  of  the  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  community.  In  the  family  are  five 
children,  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  be- 
lugas follows:  Abraham,  an  analytical  chemist,  and 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  now  re- 
siding in  San  Luis  Potosi,  Mexico;  James  G., 
a  student  at  Hope  College;  Alice,  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Crimers,  ex-Mayor  of  Holland,  Mich.,  and 
Anna,  wife  of  Jacob  Poppen,a  minister  of  the  Re- 
formed Church. 

The  early  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were 
spent  in  Holland  and  its  vicinity,  and  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood  he  acquired  his 
early  eductation.  He  then  entered  Hope  College, 
where  he  remained  as  a  student  from  1877  until 
1880,  after  which  he  embarked  in  the  profession  of 
teaching,  which  he  followed  through  two  winters, 
and  at  the  same  time,  in  his  leisure  hours,  he  read 
medicine,  hoping  to  make  its  practice  his  life-work. 
To  further  fit  himself  for  practice  in  that  line,  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 


of  Michigan,  situated  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  after 
pursuing  a  thorough  course  of  study  was  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  with  tbe  class  of  June, 
1885.  Being  now  fitted 'to  begin  his  chosen  work, 
he  opened  an  office  in  Kalamazoo,  and  has  since 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  continuously 
at  this  place.  The  liberal  patronage  accorded  liim 
attests  his  ability  and  skill,  and  he  has  won  a  place 
in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity  in 
this  county. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1886,  the  Doctor  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Adrianna  Wabeke,  of 
Zeeland,  Ottawa  County,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  two  children :  Mabel  and  Bertha.  Himself  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Second  Reformed  Church, 
of  which  he  has  been  Deacon  since  1886,  and  in 
social  circles  they  rank  high,  being  worthy  people, 
well  deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  they  are 
held. 

The  Doctor  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo Academy  of  Medicine,  of  which  organiza- 
tion he  was  Secretary  for  some  four  years,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  State  Medical  Society,  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  since  1888.  In  April,  1891, 
he  was  made  a  health  ofiScer  for  the  city  of  Kala- 
mazoo, and  has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of 
that  office,  in  1892  being  re-elected  to  the  same 
office.  He  is  a  student  of  his  profession,  keeps 
abreast  with  all  its  discoveries  and  the  high  man- 
ner in  which  he  is  spoken  of  by  all  is  proof  that 
he  is  a  capable  and  earnest  physician. 
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^  YMAN  M.  GATES  is  an  extensive  man- 
I  (^  ufacturer  of  boilers  and  engines,  and  is 
/ILJC  President  of  the  C.  H.  Dutton  Company,  their 
place  of  business  being  at  No.  826  Grace  Street, 
Kalamazoo.  Of  the  above-named  company,  L.  M. 
Gates  is  President;  E.  L.  Gates,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer;  George  F.  Dutton,  Vice-president,  and 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Dutton,  stockholder.  The  capital  stock 
is  $20,000.  The  business  wms  established  by  C.  H. 
Dutton  in  the  fall  of  1880,  and  at  his  death,  Jan- 
uary 25,  1891,  was  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 
C.  Holstel  was  a  member  of  the  firm  until  1885. 
The  C.  II.  Dutton  Company  has  just  erected  a 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPinCAL   RECORD. 


843 


two-story  addition,  42x50  feet  in  dimensions. 
Thciir  plant  now  covers  an  acre  of  ground,  with  fa- 
cilities for  shipping  on  the  Grand  Rapids  and  In- 
diana, and  the  Lake  Shore  railroads.  They  give 
employment  to  thirty  or  forty  men,  and  rank  among 
the  leading  manufacturers  of  the  city.  George  F. 
Dutton  has  occupied  the  position  of  foreman  of  the 
shops  since  their  existence. 

Lyman  M.  Gates  has  been  a  resident  of  Kalama- 
zoo since  1855,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business  at  Galesburgh. 

Lyman  M.  Gates  lived  for  one  year  near  La 
Grange,  Ind.,  and  made  his  advent  into  this  county 
in  the  spring  of  1855,  at  that  time  locating  five 
miles  east  of  this  city.  There  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a  farm,  and  at  the  same  time  taught  school 
in  Galesburgh  for  four  years,  having  attended  Gen- 
esee College,  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  for  four  years. 

In  1870,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Kalamazoo 
County  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  was  re-elected 
to  that  responsible  position  in  1872.  He  later 
bought  a  one-half  interest  in  the  Telegraph  and 
was  connected  with  that  paper  as  its  manager  a 
twelvemonth. 

In  1876,  Mr.  Gates  was  again  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  Sheriff,  and  again  re-elected  in  1878  for  the 
fourth  time.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  by 
President  Arthur  immediately  after  Garfield's 
death,  and  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  the 
office  for  four  years.  He  was  elected  Chief  of  Po- 
lice and  Marshal  of  the  city  in  1887-88.  Though 
not  a  Prohibitionist  as  a  party  man,  Mr.  Gates  is 
strongly  in  favor  of  temperance,  and  has  done 
much  toward  furthering  the  interests  of  that  cause 
in  the  city. 

He  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  January 
7,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Reynold  M.  and  Clarissa 
(Parmelee)  Gates,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
He  was  married,  March  13, 1854,  at  Mendon,  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Williams,  a  na- 
tive of  Newburg,  Ohio.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  one  son:  Albert  M.,  who  is  City  Passen- 
ger Agent  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railway,  at  Kfinsas 
City,  where  he  has  been  for  the  past  five  years. 

Our  subject  was  an  exceedingly  popular  official, 
both  as  Sheriff  and  Postmaster.  He  is  a  shrewd 
politician  and  is  considered  one  of  the  party  lead- 


ers in  Kalamazoo  and  this  part  of  the  State,  his 
judgment  on  party  policy  being  very  sound.  He 
is  very  careful  in  business  transactions,  and  his 
personal  influence  backing  any  venture  will  almost 
always  insure  its  success.  Mr.  Gates  is  of  fine,  ro- 
bust physique.  He  is  very  prompt  and  decisive  in 
action  and  enjoys  a  story  or  a  well-timed  joke  with 
his  many  friends  and  associates.  His  handsome 
residence  is  located  at  No.  625  West  Main  Street. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gates  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 


FORGE  CHAPMAN.  The  countries  of  the 
Old  World  have  sent  us  many  young  men 
whose  home  opportunities  were  limited, 
and  w^ho  saw  in  the  new  country  beyond  the  sea  a 
chance  to  win  for  themselves  both  name  and  for- 
tune. These  we  have  welcomed  to  our  shores,  and 
in  due  time  they  have  risen  to  positions  of  promi- 
nence and  wealth.  One  of  this  class  of  enterpris- 
ing young  men  may  be  found  in  the  person  of  our 
subject,  who  came  here  in  1873  a  poor  boy,  begin- 
ning as  a  clerk  in  an  hotel,  from  which  he  entered 
the  \Yest  Michigan  Savings  Bank,  at  Bangor,  as 
bookkeeper,  and  his  industry  and  intelligence  be- 
ing recognized  by  those  interested,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  Assistant  Cashier,  which  responsible 
position  he  now  holds. 

George  Chapman  comes  of  good  old  English 
stock,  his  grandparents  on  the  paternal  side  being 
Robert  and  Mary  Chapman,  and  his  parents  James 
and  Esther  (Bladydon)  Chapman,  natives  of  Eng- 
land. Our  subject  was  born  at  Cambridge,  in  that 
country,  November  16,  1859,  and  was  the  eldest 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  remained  at  the  old 
home  in  Cambridge.  At  the  early  age  of  thirteen, 
our  subject  decided  to  cross  the  ocean  and  mark 
out  a  path  for  himself  in  the  New  World.  On  ar- 
riving in  the  United  States,  he  came  to  Michigan, 
locating  first  at  Paw  Paw,  where  he  remained 
about  three  years.  He  then  went  to  Chrisman,  111., 
where  he  spent  about  the  same  length  of  time, 
coming  from  there  to  B«ngor,  where  he  has  since 
resided.      He   became   identified    with    the   West 
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Michigan  Savings  Bank  in  1881,  beginning,  as  has 
been  stated,  as  a  bookkeeper,  and  being  promoted 
to  his  present  position.  He  is  industrious  and  en- 
ergetic and  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity  of 
character,  and,  in  consequence,  has  gained  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  employers  and  associates. 
Mr.  Chapman  was  married  in  July,  1883,  to  Miss 
P^tta  Long,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Alfred  George,  Harry  Grover,  Ollie  G.,  and 
Una. 


S-^  AMUEL  R  BROCKWAY  is  one  of  the 
substantial  and  well-to-do  farmers  of 
I  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  He 
^^^^''^  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Febru- 
ary 25,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Alvin  Brock  way,  a 
native  of  New  York,  of  Yankee  descent.  He  was 
a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  followed  farming.  He 
owned  forty  acres  in  Steuben  County.  The  jour- 
ney was  made  all  the  way  by  team  to  Michigan  in 
1845,  by  way  of  Ohio.  The  family  located  on 
the  present  farm  of  our  subject,  which  was  school 
land  and  entirely  covered  by  woods.  A  log 
house  was  erected  and  the  father  set  about  to  clear 
and  improve  the  place.  He  died  when  sixty-eight 
years  and  ten  months  old.  He  was  a  stanch  Re^ 
publican,  politically. 

The  father  of  our  subject  married  Ruth  A. 
Ward,  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
reared  four  boys  and  one  girl:  James  (deceased), 
Samuel  R.,  Albert,  George  W.  and  Harriet  (de- 
ceased). The  good  wife  and  mother  died  when 
about  sixty  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm 
and  came  to  this  State  when  seven  years  old.  Here 
he  attended  the  primitive  log  school  house,  with 
its  slab  benches  and  pin  legs,  open  fireplace,  mud 
and  stick  chimney,  and  conducted  on  the  rate-bill 
system.  Deer  were  very  plentiful  in  those  days,  as 
were  bears  and  other  wild  animals,  and  at  one  time 
when  our  subject  was  hunting  for  a  lost  hog,  he 
jumped  up  on  a  log  on  the  other  side  of  which 
lay  a  large  bear-  There  were  also  eighty  Indian 
wigwams  and  a  great  number  of  Indians  on  the 
bank  of  the  creek  near  their  place.     Our   subject 


was  very  much  afraid  of  them  and  in  going  after 
his  cows  would  keep  on  the  watch  around  their 
camp  and  run  like  a  "whitehead"  at  the  sight  of 
one. 

Samuel  R.  Brockway  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  then 
bought  forty  acres  and  lived  on  it  seventeen  years, 
when  he  purchased  forty  more  north  of  it  and  re- 
sided there  nine  years.  Selling  this  out,  eighty 
acres  were  purchased  where  he  lived  until  1871, 
buying  the  old  homestead,  on  which  place  he  has 
made  his  home  since.  He  was  married,  in  the  year 
1852,  to  Jane  Vroman,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
twenty  miles  from  Buffalo,  in  1844.  They  have 
had  born  to  them  three  children:  Sardis  L,  Philip 
S.  and  George  M.  Sardis  is  married  and  a  resident 
of  the  State  of  Washington,  where  he  is  teaching 
school;  he  owns  a  farm  there.  Philip  is  married 
and  resides  in  this  township;  George  is  still  at 
home.  Mr.  Brockway  carries  on  mixed  farming 
and  keeps  some  good  Durham  cattle  and  all  kinds 
of  stock  in  general.  Our  subject  has  always  been 
a  Republican  with  independent  proclivities.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Yicksburg, 
to  which  he  has  belonged  for  twentj^-five  years. 

Samuel  Brockway  in  the  early  days  had  to  go  to 
Flourfield  and  Kalamazoo  with  an  ox-team  to  mar- 
ket and  has  seen  this  country  converted  into  a  fer- 
tile region.  The  first  party  he  attended  he  took  his 
girl  with  an  ox- team  and  wagon.  He  is  now  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  two  hundred  broad  and  fer- 
tile acres,  most  of  which  are  under  splendid  culti- 
vation. 


*^^E 


^^EORGE  N.  DRAKE,  one  of  the  prominent 
j/[  farmers  of  Kalamazoo,  is  making  his  home 

^^^  on  section  19,  Kalamazoo  Township.  He 
is  a  native-born  citizen  of  this  county,  having  had 
his  birth  in  Oshtemo  Township,  February  7,  1835. 
He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  Drake,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  who  was  born  in  1787.  This  gentleman 
made  quite  a  fortune  on  the  Delaware  River 
in  the  lumber  business,  but  on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  War  of  1812,  he  lost  all  his  property. 
After  getting  another  start  in  New  York,  the  father 
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of  our  subject  moved  to  Canada,  where  he  was 
married,  December  29,  1819,  to  Maria  Ogden,a  na- 
tive of  the  Dominion.  This  couple,  after  residing 
in  Ohio  for  two  years  after  their  marriage,  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  St.  Clair  County,  in 
1824,  and  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  for  six 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  Mr.  Drake, 
in  1 830,  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Oshtemo 
Township,  on  section  13,  the  land  still  being  in- 
habited by  the  Indians,  who  helped  him  erect  a  log 
house. 

The  elder  Mr.  Drake  had  to  walk  to  White  Pig- 
eon to  enter  his  land  and  on  the  way  passed  two 
Indians.  Paying  no  attention  to  them,  one  grabbed 
him  and  was  about  to  kill  him,  when  he  in  turn 
seized  the  Indian,  and  dragged  him  to  the  top  of  the 
hill,  intending  to  put  an  end  to  him,  when  a  Mr. 
Campeau,an  Indian  trader,  happened  to  come  along. 
Mr.  Campeau  talked  to  the  Indians  and  detained 
them  until  Mr.  Drake  made  his  escape.  Our  subject's 
father  improved  his  land,  and  at  his  death  owned 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land.  It  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  State.  In 
politics,  he  was  a  Republican  and  was  a  thorough 
business  man.  The  Golden  Rule  was  his  religion, 
and  he  always  lived  up  to  it,  being  very  kind  to 
the  poor  and  unfortunate  and  did  much  to  assist 
people  in  locating  here.  Altogether  he  was  an 
influential  and  respected  man.  He  died  at  his 
home  in  Oshtemo  Township,  in  September,  1883,  in 
his  ninety-eighth  year. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Drake,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters  have  been  born.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  1886,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching  his  majority, 
when  he  engaged  in  shipping  stock  in  the  winter 
and  farming  in  the  summer.  Our  subject  purchased 
two  hundred  and  four  acres  of  his  father,  where  he 
now  makes  his  home  and  on  which  he  has  erected 
all  the  buildings  and  made  the  splendid  improve- 
ments. He  has  dealt  quite  largely  in  stock  be- 
sides his  general  farming,  in  which  he  is  very  suc- 
cessful. Mr.  Drake,  of  this  sketch,  is  an  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  to 
local  office;  socially,  he  is  a  Master  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the   Kalamazoo  Lodge,   No.   22.     Our 


subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Kal- 
amazoo and  also  the  Seminar}^  at  that  place.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  State  Militia  and  during  the  war, 
furnished  a  substitute,  as  he  could  not  leave  here, 
as  he  at  that  time  carried  on  his  own  farm  and 
and  that  of  his  father. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Nettie  Allen,  in  Oshtemo  Township,  this 
county,  December  16,  1892.  Mrs.  Drake  is  a  native 
of  Barry  County,  Mich.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
R.  Allen,  of  Oshtemo  Township.  This  couple  is 
well-liked  and  respected  by  the  entire  community 
in  which  they  live. 


^^EORGE  P.  HOPKINS.  This  prominent 
III  ^_^  attorney  of  Kalamazoo  possesses  the  legal 
%^  acumen,  sound  common-sense  and  genial 
social  qualities,  which  have  won  for  him  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  well-dowered 
with  talents  of  no  common  order  and  has  con- 
ducted himself  in  the  various  relations  of  life  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  gain  the  esteem  of  all.  In  the 
various  official  positions  which  he  has  held,  he  is 
known  for  his  integrity  of  character,  his  careful 
examination  of  all  matters  coming  within  the 
range  of  his  authorit}^,  and  his  efficient  discharge 
of  his  duties. 

Mr.  Hopkins  has  passed  most  of  his  life  within 
Kalamazoo,  where  he  was  born  September  1,  1859. 
His  father,  David  S.,  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  in  Washington  Count}^,  and  was  by  trade  a 
carpenter  and  architect,  many  of  the  finest  struct- 
ures in  Kalamazoo  and  Grand  Rapids  having  been 
designed  and  constructed  under  his  supervision. 
Grandfather  Charles  C.  is  still  living  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-one  and  resides  at  Lamont, 
Ottawa  Count}^,  this  State.  He  was  a  very  early 
settler  of  Kalamazoo,  where  he  settled  in  about 
1843,  and  cleared  a  farm  near  the  village. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  A.  Eaton,  is  a  native  of  Allegan  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  A.  S.  Eaton,  who,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two,  is  living  on  a  farm  in  this  county. 
The  oldest  of  four  children — all  sons — George  P. 
spent  his  childhood  in  study  at  the  common  schools, 
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alternated  with  the  usual  boyish  sports.  After  study- 
ing in  the  academy  at  Plain  well,  Allegan  County, 
and  graduating  from  the  Plain  well  High  School, 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduating  in  1882. 
Returning  to  Kalamazoo,  Mr.  Hopkins  spent 
three  years  in  the  law  office  of  Dallas  Boudeman, 
assisting  in  clerical  work  and  the  preparations 
of  briefs.  Afterward  he  was  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  to  the  position  of  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner,  which  he  filled  four  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1888,  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
assuming  charge  of  the  office  January  1, 1889,  and 
occupying  the  position  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
Resuming  his  law  practice,  he  opened  an  office  in 
the  Sebering  Block,  where  he  is  now  occupied  in  a 
general  law  business  and  practices  in  all  the  courts. 
Aside  from  membership  in  Anchor  Lodge,  No. 
87,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  he  takes  little  interest  in  social 
organizations,  but  confines  his  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  profession. 


^^1^ 


EDWARD  N.  DINGLEY.  A  foremost  posi- 
tion among  the  journalists  of  Michigan  is 
jn  -/  occupied  by  this  gentleman,  who  is  the  edi- 
tor and  publisher  of  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Tele- 
graphj  of  Kalamazoo,  the  most  influential  organ  of 
the  Republican  party  in  Southwestern  Michigan 
and  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  State. 
Tlie  Telegraph  has  for  many  years  molded  the  po- 
litical sentiments  of  the  people  and  exerted  a 
powerful  influence  in  advancing  the  interests  of 
the  county.  It  is  a  welcome  guest  in  thousands 
of  homes,  and,  being  conducted  on  sound  business 
principles,  has  proved  financially  remunerative. 

A  native  of  Maine,  Mr.  Dingley  was  born  in 
Auburn,  August  21,  1862,  and  when  one  year  old 
was  taken  by  his  parents.  Nelson  and  Salome  (Mc- 
Kenney)  Dingley,  to  Lewiston,  that  State.  He 
prepared  for  college  in  the  public  schools,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1879  entered  Bates  College,  at  Lewiston, 
remaining  there  for  one  year.  In  September, 
1880,  he  entered  the  Sophomore  class  of  Yale  Uni- 
versity, where  he  was  graduated  in  1883.  After 
completing  his  literary  course,  he  began  to  study 


law  at  the  Columbian  University,  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  in  June,  1888,  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  LL.B.  While  in  the  Capitol  City,  he 
acted  as  newspaper  correspondent. 

Upon  passing  his  examinations,  Mr.  Dingley 
was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  in  September,  1885,  but  never  followed 
the  legal  profession.  About  that  time,  he  com- 
menced his  newspaper  career  as  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Lewiston  Journal^  where  he  remained 
one  year.  From  September,  1886,  until  June, 
1887,  he  was  employed  as  a  political  writer  on  the 
Boston  Advertiser  &  Record^  and  from  October, 
1887,  to  May,  1888,  he  was  one  of  the  editors  of 
tho  Leavenworth  (Kan.)  Times, 

The  purchase  of  the  Kalamazoo  Daily  and 
Weekly  Telegraph  was  made  in  August,  1888,  since 
which  time  Mr.  Dingley  has  officiated  ably  as  its 
editor  and  manager.  The  Weekly  Telegraph  was 
founded  in  1844,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  news- 
papers in  the  State,  while  the  Daily  was  estab- 
lished in  1859.  Under  the  management  of  its 
various  editors  and  publishers,  the  Telegraph  has 
assisted  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  State 
and  promoted  the  interests  of  the  city  in  early 
days  by  attracting  hither  a  good  class  of  settlers, 
and  aiding  in  the  election  of  efficient  men  for 
positions  of  trust. 


"Mr 


-f- 


^^  HARLES  W.  BARBER  is  probably  one  of 
(|f^  the  best-known  men  in  Alamo  Township, 
^^^  Kalamazoo  County,  having  held  the  posi- 
tion of  station  agent  of  the  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
road at  Alamo  since  its  completion,  January  12, 
1870.  He  has  held  an  official  position  in  the  town- 
ship for  sixteen  consecutive  years  and  is  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  have  the  honor  of  his  acquain- 
tance. He  owns  a  beautiful  tract  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 16,  comprising  eighty  acres  and  which  bears 
all  the  improvements  to  be  found  on  a  first-class 
estate.  He  is  a  well-educated  and  pleasant  gentle- 
man, and  is  making  a  success  of  his  undertakings. 
Charles  W.  Barber  was  born  July  13,  1828,  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Uel 
Barber,  a   native   of  the    Green    Mountain  State, 
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where  he  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  The 
elder  Mr.  Barber  removed  to  New  York  when  a 
young  man  and  came  West  hi  March,  1844,  locat- 
ing in  Alamo  Township,  where  he  died  in  1852,  in 
his  sixty-second  year.  In  religious  matters,  he  was 
a  conscientious  member  of  the  Presb34erian  Church. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  known  in 
her  maiden  days  as  Peninnah  Searles,  also  a  native 
of  Vermont,  where  her  death  occurred  in  1838. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  His  educa- 
tion was  limited  to  the  common  schools,  but  he 
made  the  best  of  his  opportunities  and  is  to-da}'  a 
well-informed  and  intelligent  gentleman.  He  be- 
gan doing  for  himself  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen 
years,  w^orking  out  by  the  month.  He  continued 
so  employed  until  reaching  his  nineteenth  year, 
receiving  as  remuneration  for  his  labors  $5  per 
month,  until  the  last  year,  when  his  salary  w^as 
raised  to  the  magnificent  sum  of  $9  per  month. 

He,  of  whom  we  write,  emigrated  to  Michigan  in 
October,  1847,  and,  locating  in  Alamo  Township, 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land.  He  com- 
menced the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  his 
tract,  and  erected  thereon  a  plank  shanty.  Indians 
and  wild  game  were  plentiful  and  the  hardships 
through  which  he  passed  in  paving  the  way  for 
those  who  should  follow  him  have  made  a  lasting 
impression  upon  his  mind.  In  1851,  Mr.  Barber 
was  married  to  Agnes  Tallman,  the  daughter  of 
James  Tallman,  whose  sketcli  appears  on  another 
page  in  this  volume.  Five  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Elvira,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Morrison,  lives  near  Paw  Paw; 
Lizzie  is  deceased;  Stella  is  Mrs.  James  I).  Fergu- 
son, and  resides  in  Bangor,  Van  Buren  County; 
Warren  G.  is  also  deceased;  and  Ora  P.  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  M.  Long,  and  makes  her  home  in  Alamo 
on  her  father's  farm. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  represented  his  party  as  a  dele- 
gate to  county,  district  and  State  conventions.  He 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1854,  and 
served  in  that  responsible  position  for  several 
years.  He  was  Township  Clerk  six  years,  and  at 
different  times  was  Treasurer  and  Supervisor,  hold- 
ing the  latter  office  two  terms.     During  the  Civil 


War,  Mr.  Barber  was  enrolling  officer  for  his  town- 
ship. As  before  mentioned,  he  has  served  for 
twenty-one  years  as  station  agent  at  Alamo  and  is 
widely  known  throughout  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  In  connection  with  his 
duties  as  agent,  our  subject  buys  grain  for  Sea- 
breing  &  Co.,  of  Kalamazoo.  He  is  a  thorough- 
going business  man,  and  ranks  among  the  well-to- 
do  and  progressive  residents  of  the  county. 


^  LI  DOUGLASS  is  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
g  dents  of  Kalamazoo,  and  also  one  of  the 
/i' — ^  most  honored.  He  was  born  on  Onion 
River,  in  Chittenden  County,  Vt,  fourteen  miles 
from  Burlington,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Rhoda  (Clawson)  Douglass.  His  father  was  a 
tanner  and  shoemaker.  Under  the  parental  roof, 
the  days  of  his  childhood  and  youth  were  passed, 
but  at  length  he  determined  to  leave  home  and  try 
his  fortune  for  himself.  In  1833,  he  bade  good- 
bye to  his  family  and  friends  and  came  to  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.,  residing  for  two  years  ten 
miles  west  of  Lodi  Plains,  on  the  River  Raisin.  He 
then  located  Government  land  near  Grass  Lake,  in 
Jackson  County,  where  he  developed  and  im- 
proved a  small  farm.  In  1836,  we  find  him  a  resi- 
dent of  the  eastern  part  of  Texas  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  he  cultivated  a  four  hun- 
dred acre  farm,  making  it  his  home  for  about 
thirty  years.  In  1866,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  but 
has  since  spent  about  ten  years  on  his  farm,  the 
remainder  of  the  time  his  home  being  in  the  city. 
In  Ma3%  1836,  in  Jackson  County,  Mr.  Douglass 
married  Miss  Eliza  Walker,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Walker,  a  pioneer  of  Jackson  County.  Several 
of  Mr.  Douglass'  brothers  also  came  West  and  set- 
tled near  him.  The  parents  died  a  few  3^ears  later. 
Mr.  Douglass  found  in  his  wife  a  faithful  com- 
panion and  helpmate,  who  traveled  life's  journey 
b}^  his  side  for  more  than  half  a  century  and  at 
length  passed  away,  November  26,  1888,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  Unto  them  were  born  four 
cliildren,  the  eldest  of    whom,   Maria   M.,    became 
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the  wife  of  Moses  Longyear,  of  Grass  Lake,  Jack- 
son County,  who  died  nineteen  years  ago.  She 
is  now  living  witli  her  father  and  has  five  children, 
as  follows:  Willis  D.,  who  was  connected  with 
the  Kalamazoo  National  Bank  until  two  years  ago 
and  is  now  teller  in  a  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  bank;  Nel- 
lie, wife  of  Albert  Barnes,  of  Kalamazoo,  now  re- 
siding With  Mr.  Douglass;  Byron  O.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen;  Marian  I.,  a  stenographer  and 
type  writer  who  graduated  from  Parsons' Business 
College;  and  Kittie  J.,  who  graduated  from  the  high 
school  in  1891,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools.  Daniel,  the  second  child,  for  some  years 
resided  in  Western  Iowa  and  Nebraska  and  is  now 
in  California.  Emily  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Abbott,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  George  is  a  farmer 
operating  the  old  homestead. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Douglass  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat,  and  has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor 
and  Road  Commissioner  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  integrity  is  proverbial  and  he  has  been  fre- 
quently chosen  as  administrator  of  estates,  having 
in  charge  more  than  thirty,  some  of  them  exten- 
sive properties,  and  although  many  have  been 
complicated,  ail  have  been  settled  satisfactorily. 
He  possessed  good  business  ability,  was  progres- 
sive though  not  venturesome,  and  by  his  industry, 
perseverance  and  good  management  won  a  hand- 
some competence  which  surrounds  him  in  his  de- 
clining years  with  peace  and  plenty.  He  is  now 
eighty-two  years  of  age,  yet  is  as  hale  and  hearty 
as  many  men  of  seventy  and  is  easil}^  and  quietly 
drifting  down  life's  stream.  In  looking  back  over 
his  past  life,  he  need  feel  no  regret  for  lost  oppor- 
tunity. 


^fOHN  T.  RETALLICK  stands  among  the 
foremost  of  the  wise,  progressive  and  enter- 
^^  I  prising  farmers  and  stock-raisers  to  whom 
l^^  Kalamazoo  County  is  largely  indebted  for 
its  high  standing  as  one  of  the  richest  and  best 
developed  agricultural  centers  in  the  State  of 
Michigan.  He  has  met  with  unmeasured  success 
in  his  farming  operations,  and  has  two  finely  ap- 
pointed farms  lying  side  by  side  in  Climax  Town- 


slii[),  his  beautiful  home  being  on  one  of  them  on 
section  2.  They  are  unsurpassed  as  to  fertility  of 
soil,  cultivation  and  improvement  by  the  best 
farms  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

John  Retallick  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Sept- 
ember 11,  1834,  a  son  of  Richard  Retallick.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  England.  He  was  a  car- 
penter and  joiner  and  came  to  this  country  when 
a  young  man  to  seek  employment  at  his  trade.  He 
afterward  went  back  to  his  old  home  to  marry, 
and,  returning  to  America  with  his  bride,  settled 
in  Pennsylvania.  His  career  was  cut  short  by  his 
untimely  death  when  his  son  of  whom  we  write 
was  only  a  babe.  But  very  little  is  known  of  him 
or  of  his  antecedents. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  thus  bereft  of  her 
husband,  was  left  in  very  poor  circumstances.  She 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  child  to  make  her  home 
in  Charleston  Township,  where  she  had  a  brother- 
in-law,  Robert  Hawk,  who  was  an  itinerant  Meth- 
odist preacher.  As  she  was  so  very  poor  and 
scarcely  able  to  support  her  son,  the  preacher  in 
his  rounds  called  on  Daniel  Eldred  and  his  wife, 
who  were  childless,  and  asked  them  if  they  did  not 
want  to  take  a  boy  to  raise.  They  agreed  to  do  so, 
went  to  claim  our  subject,  who  was  a  little  ragged 
four-year-old,  took  him  to  their  home  and  hearts, 
and  tenderly  reared  him  as  if  he  were  of  their  own 
flesh  and  blood.  His  mother  afterward  married  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Sherman,  and  died  while  yet 
young. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  his  boyhood  in  a 
log  house  which  was  furnished  with  slab  benches, 
and  the  school  was  conducted  under  the  rate-bill 
system,  the  teacher  boarding  around  first  with  one 
family  and  then  another.  His  adopted  father  died 
when  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  when  he  was 
sixteen,  so  capable  and  ambitious  and  helpful  was 
he,  he  took  the  full  management  of  the  farm,  and 
kept  it  up  finely.  His  adopted  parents  left  him 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  but  the  remainder  of 
his  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  and  one-half 
acres  have  been  acquired  by  himself.  He  lived  on 
the  old  place  until  1884,  and  then  moved  to  the 
farm  on  section  2  upon  which  he  now  lives,  which 
joins  the  other.  It  is  said  that  there  is  not  a  finer 
farm  in  Climax  Township  than  this.     Its  improve- 
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meiits  are  modern  and  first-class,  including  one  of 
the  largest  barns  m  the  township,  besides  two 
others,  and  a  new,  handsomely  built,  and  elegantly 
furnished  frame  residence,  a  view  of  which  appears 
on  another  page.  There  are  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  this  farm,  and  the  other  one  comprises  the 
remainder  of  Mr.  Retallick's  landed  estate.  That 
is  also  amply  supplied  with  good  buildings,  hav- 
ing a  large  frame  residence,  a  half  mile  east  of  his 
present  home,  and  four  barns.  Our  subject  raises 
both  grain  and  stock.  He  keeps  some  of  all  kinds 
of  stock,  and  usually  ships  a  car-load  of  sheep 
every  season,  keeping  about  a  hundred  head  on 
hand. 

Mr.  Retallick  was  married,  April  10,  1856,  to 
Miss  Hilinda  Newton,  who  has  materially  assisted 
him  in  the  accumulation  of  his  property  by  her 
cheerful  co-operation  and  careful  oversight  of 
household  matters.  She  was  born  in  Canada, 
October  30,  1837,  to  Dudley  and  Deborah  (Terry) 
Newton,  who  were  natives  respective!}^  of  Con- 
necticut and  New  York.  The}^  came  to  this  State 
in  1836  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Kent 
County.  Mr.  Newton  was  a  farmer,  and  took  up 
eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government.  He 
lived  to  be  an  old  man,  his  death  occurring  at 
eighty-one  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. Mrs.  Retallick  was  their  eighth  child  in  or- 
der of  birth,  and  one  of  the  six  now  living.  Her 
pleasant  wedded  life  with  our  subject  has  been 
blessed  by  six  children,  of  whom  these  five  are 
living:  Newton  E.,  a  conductor  on  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway,  who  married  Miss  Eunice  Eldred; 
Jennie  T.,  wife  of  William  H.  Sheldon,  a  farmer, 
whose  estate  lies  on  the  edge  of  the  village  of 
Climax;  Milan  C,  who  married  Miss  Hattie  Smith, 
of  Charleston  and  resides  in  Charleston  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County;  Eurie  B.  and  Etta  M.,  who  are 
at  home  with  their  parents. 

Our  subject  is  wealthy,  one  of  the  solid  citizens 
of  the  county,  owing  his  good  fortune  not  alone 
to  the  help  given  him  by  his  foster  parents,  but  in 
great  part  to  those  characteristics  that  mark  him 
as  a  man  of  more  than  average  ability,  push  and 
energy,  with  a  masterly  talent  for  business,  and  a 
39 


capability  of  judging  matters  with  discrimination 
and  accuracy.  He  is  looked  up  to  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  confidence  and  esteem,  and  they  have 
shown  their  appreciation  of  his  character  by  calling 
him  to  public  life.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Tow^n- 
ship  Treasurer  for  a  number  of  years,  and  other 
minor  offices.  He  has  been  mentioned  as  candidate 
for  Supervisor  to  represent  the  township  on  the 
County  Board,  but  has  refused  to  allow  his  name 
to  be  used  in  a  caucus  in  that  connection.  Soci- 
all}^,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  in  the 
village  of  Climax;  and  politically,  is  with  the  Re- 
publicans. He  gives  liberally  to  the  support  of 
churches,  but  is  not  a  member.  His  wife  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  one  of  its  most 
effective  workers. 


'vtr^DWARD  BIGELOW.  This  respected  and 
lU)  successful  farmer  is  one  of  the  popular  citi- 
l\^~^'  zens  of  Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  cultivating  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  sections  31 
and  32.  He  was  born  in  Summit  County,  Ohio, 
June  27,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Marlin  Bigelow 
who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1800.  The  fa- 
ther came  West  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Summit 
County  in  an  early  day.  There  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a  wild  tract  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rock  River.  In  1864,  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  Ohio  and  removed  to  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  and 
located  at  Shelbyville,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  also  in  money  loaning  to  some  ex- 
tent. He  was  captain  of  a  company  of  militia- 
men in  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  while  on  a  visit  to  the  Buckeye 
State,  in  1881,  he  left  a  comfortable  fortune.  He 
had  also  learned  the  trades  of  blacksmith  and  stone 
mason,  which  he  followed  for  some  time. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing. Mrs.  Marlin  Bigelow  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mabel  Sheldon  and  died  in  1852,  after  having 
reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  six  of  whom 
are  still  living.  The  education  of  our  subject  was 
limited  to  three  months'  attendance  at  the  district 
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school.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
reaching  his  nineteenth  year,  when  he  began  to 
work  out  by  the  month.  He  thus  earned  money 
enough  to  start  out  on  his  own  responsibility  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1853,  working  in  Kalamazoo 
and  Allegan  Counties  until  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  1860.  His  property  was  an  unbroken 
tract,  little  more  than  a  wilderness,  and  there  he 
erected  a  board  shanty,  16x22  feet  in  dimensions. 
He  endured  bravely  and  uncomplainingly  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  pioneer  life  and  the  result 
of  his  labors  is  seen  in  his  beautiful  home  farm,  a 
view  of  which  accompanies  this  sketch.  Soon  after 
he  had  paid  for  his  place,  he  was  drafted  into  the 
army  in  1863  and  was  compelled  to  hire  a  substi- 
tute, whom  he  paid  1300.  In  order  to  procure  the 
money,  he  was  compelled  to  mortgage  his  farm. 

In  the  spring  of  1861,  Edward  Bigelow  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Louisa  Alchin,  who  was  born  in 
Kent,  England,  December  26,  1838.  Mrs.  Bigelow 
was  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  Alchin,  na- 
tives of  England,  where  the  father  was  engaged  for 
a  time  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alchin  came  to  America  in  1849  and  spent  a  month 
in  New  York.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  they  came 
to  Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  and  located  in 
Pittsfield  Township,  where  Mr.  Alchin  engaged  in 
farming.  He  died  in  1883  when  eighty-three  \^ears 
old;  the  mother  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years  and  died  in  1889,  in  her  eighty-third  year. 
They  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  live  of 
whom  are  living.  In  religious  affairs,  they  were 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Bigelow  was  given  a  common-school  educa- 
tion and  after  attaining  her  fifteenth  year,  as  her 
parents  were  unable  to  send  her  to  school,  she 
worked  out  and  earned  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  pay  her  tuition.  She  taught  her  first  school 
when  seventeen  years  of  age  and  followed  the  life 
of  a  teacher  for  several  terms.  She  fully  ap- 
preciated the  value  which  a  knowledge  of  books 
gives  to  men  and  women  and,  making  the  best  of 
her  opportunities,  is  to-day  a  well-educated  and 
intelligent  lady. 

Four  of  the  five  daughters  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  followed  in  their 
mother's  footsteps  and  have  been  school  teachers. 


Cora  N.  died  in  Vicksburg,  this  county,  while  teach- 
ing; Olive  married  Charles  H.  Hoyt  and  is  living 
in  Rutland  Township,  Barry  County,  this  State; 
she  was  also  a  school  teacher  as  were  also  Lizzie 
and  Mabel.  Edith  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

The  Prohibition  party  claims  our  subject  as  one 
of  its  warm  adherents.  With  his  wife  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  de- 
serves a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  success  he  has 
made  in  his  chosen  calling,  for,  as  we  have  stated, 
it  has  been  the  result  of  his  industry  and  good 
management,  together  with  the  aid  and  counsel  of 
his  good  wife. 


^ 


E^ 


^UDGE  JAY  RANDOLPH  MONROE,  de- 
ceased. This  honored  and  respected  pio- 
neer of  Van  Buren  County  was  born  in 
^^^  1806,  in  Surrey,  N.  Y.  He  died  in  South 
Haven,  October  30,  1876,  when  seventy  years  old. 
When  a  boy,  he  accompanied  his  father's  family 
on  their  removal  to  New  York,  where  they  lo- 
cated in  Madison  County.  He  there  grew  to  a 
vigorous  manhood,  and,  when  starting  out  for 
himself,  thinking  that  the  Western  country  af- 
forded better  opportunities  for  young  men,  he 
came  to  Michigan  in  1826  or  1827.  He  made  his 
home  in  Detroit  for  a  few  years,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  late  Gen.  Cass  and  a  Mr.  Campeau 
in  the  location  of  lands.  He  then  returned  to 
New  York,  where  he  made  his  home  for  the  fol- 
lowing two  years,  but  in  1830  or  1831  came  again 
to  Michigan,  and  made  his  headquarters  at  Prairie 
Ronde. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  the  first  white  man  to  explore 
the  region  of  what  is  now  Van  Buren  County,  and 
in  1833  or  1834  entered  the  land  which  is  now  the 
site  of  South  Haven,  and  erected  the  first  house  in 
this  locality,  which  until  recently  was  standing  a 
tenantless  ruin  near  the  shore  of  the  lake.  He 
opened  the  first  road  from  South  Haven  to  Prairie 
Ronde,  and  in  1836  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
Rawson,  who  still  survives.  The  year  following, 
the  young  couple  located  on  section  2,  Lawrence 
Township,  where  all  their  children  were  born,  and 
where  three  died.     There   Mr.  Monroe  made  his 
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home  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  became  one 
of  the  largest  landowners  in  the  county.  He  be- 
came a  trusted  confidant  and  advisor  of  the  in- 
habitants for  miles  around,  and  was  called  upon  to 
take  an  active  part  in  all  public  matters.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  educational  affairs,  and  did 
much  toward  organizing  the  schools  of  his  district. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  was  Commissioner  of  the 
Poor,  and  served  most  satisfactorily  in  the  ofifice 
of  Judge. 

The  subject  of  fairs  enlisted  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  our  subject,  and  he,  with  others,  was  the 
first  to  inaugurate  the  State  Agricultural  Society, 
and  subsequently  was  one  of  the  originators  of 
the  County  Society.  He  always  attended  and 
placed  his  products  on  exhibition  at  such  times, 
not  that  he  might  get  the  prize,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stimulating  others  and  creating  a  mutual 
interest  in  improvements  of  all  kinds  and  elevat- 
ing the  character  of  society  in  intelligence,  re- 
finement and  morals. 

When  the  Centennial  Exposition  was  talked  of, 
Mr.  Monroe  was  very  anxious  to  take  his  family 
to  Philadelphia  that  they  might  gain  a  wider 
knowledge  of  the  growth  and  grandeur  of  our  na- 
tion during  the  first  century.  While  returning 
from  the  fair  held  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mr.  Monroe 
received  an  injury  from  which  he  never  recov- 
ered, although  he  attended  to  his  business  and 
took  a  deep  interest  in  all  passing  events.  Our  sub- 
ject being  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest,  pio- 
neer in  Van  Buren  County,  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  formation  of  the  Pioneer  Association,  and 
upon  its  organization  was  made  its  President. 

Mr.  Monroe,  with  his  family  and  a  few  friends, 
went  to  Philadelphia  to  attend  the  Centennial. 
But,  upon  arriving  in  that  city,  he  was  taken  sick 
and  was  enabled  to  attend  the  fair  but  one  day, 
and  then  only  for  a  few  hc>urs.  His  heart  turned 
at  once  to  his  home  in  beloved  Michigan,  and  al- 
though watched  over  and  cared  for  by  his  loving 
wife  and  children,  they  at  once  hastened  home, 
where  his  death  occurred  at  the  residence  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Eunice  Moore. 

Judge  Monroe  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity  of 
character,  just  and  upright.  He  possessed  a  cordial, 
kindly  spirit  which  made  him  warm  friends    and 


stanch  adherents.  His  death  was  keenly  felt  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  a  vacant  place  was  left  in 
the  many  enterprises  which  he  cherished  so  warmly 
while  he  lived. 


(|  MLLIAM  E.  UPJOHN,  M.  D.  Of  the  vari- 
\/\j//  ^"^  industrial  establishments  of  Kalamazoo, 
V^  none  has  a  more  extended  influence  or 
contributes  more  effectively  to  the  advancement 
of  mankind  than  the  Upjohn  Pill  &  Granule  Com- 
pany. This  manufacturing  plant  stands  unique 
and  alone.  Its  products  are  found  in  every  clime 
where  efforts  are  made  to  alleviate  human  ills,  and 
its  promulgators  and  proprietors  are  justly  entitled 
to  great  credit  as  public  benefactors. 

The  needs  of  the  medical  fraternity  had  long 
been  felt  and  endless  efforts  had  been  made  to  pro- 
duce a  medicated  pill  that  would  always  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  receive  prompt  action  by  the  gastric 
juice  of  the  stomach  and  would  not  with  age  be- 
come hard  and  unsuited  for  use.  Nothing  better 
had  been  found  than  the  old  form  of  paste  pill 
with  all  its  imperfections,  until  Dr.  Upjohn  turned 
his  attention  to  the  production  of  the  desired  arti- 
cle. Having  in  view  the  idea  of  what  he  wished 
to  produce,  he  devoted  many  anxious  hours  and 
days  to  the  process  and  finally  was  rewarded  with 
success. 

The  Doctor  at  once  secured  letters-patent  on 
the  machiner}^  he  had  invented  and  began  in  a 
small  way  to  manufacture  the  long-sought  globule. 
He  had  succeeded  in  making  a  friable  pill  that 
would  pulverize  under  any  atmospheric  condition 
with  slight  pressure  and  that  would  not  lose  its 
friability  by  long  age.  His  letters-patent  covered 
three  principal  machines  for  shaping,  coating  and 
counting  the  pills.  No  excipient  is  used  and  hence 
pills  do  not  dry  out  or  become  hard  and  insol- 
uble. 

The  foundation  of  what  has  proved  an  immense 
establishment  was  laid  by  Dr.  Upjohn  in  connection 
with  his  brother,  Dr.  Henry  U.,  in  1886.  The  be- 
ginnings were  of  course  on  a  limited  scale  but  met 
with  such  a  cordial  reception  at  once  from  the 
medical  profession  and  the  trade  that  in  one  year 
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the  present  company  was  incorporated  with  a  cap- 
ital stock  of  $60,000  and  arrangements  perfected 
to  increase  many  times  the  capacity  of  the  business. 
To  the  present  day,  success  has  crowned  every  ef- 
fort. 

The  plant,  consisting  of  a  handsome  five-story 
brick  factory,  laboratory,  office  and  salesroom,  and 
covering  a  floor  space  of  thirty- two  thousand  square 
feet,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  Employ- 
ment is  constantly  given  to  fifty  skilled  men  and 
women  and  $150,000  is  now  invested  in  the  busi- 
ness. The  annual  output  exceeds  $200,000,  and 
more  than  two  thousand  kinds  of  .pills  are  made, 
of  which  at  least  five  hundred  are  kept  as  staple 
articles  of  the  trade. 

This  institution  has  the  reputation  of  being  the 
largest  consumer  of  several  standard  drugs  in  the 
world.  Its  use  of  caffeine,  acetanilid,  is  greatly  in 
excess  of  any  other,  as  is  its  consumption  of  quin- 
ine, which  is  frequently  from  twenty  thousand  to 
one  hundred  thousand  ounces  per  month.  While 
the  main  office  is  in  Kalamazoo,  the  business  has 
assumed  such  immense  proportions  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  open  branch  offices  at  New  York, 
Berlin  and  London.  Space  precludes  detailed  des- 
cription of  the  interior  workings.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  no  similar  machinery  is  in  use  in  any  other 
institution  and  that  the  simplicity  and  novelty  of 
the  machinery,  which  is  patented  by  Dr.  Upjohn, 
are  simply  astounding  and  are  excellent  examples 
of  machines  that  are  so  perfect  in  self-adjustment 
that  they  may  almost  be  said  to  possess  reasoning 
powers  inherent  in  themselves. 

Dr.  William  E.  Upjohn,  the  President  of  this 
great  institution,  is  a  native  of  Kalamazoo  County^ 
born  in  Richland  Township,  June  5,  1853.  His 
father,  Dr.  Uriah  Upjohn,  was  a  pioneer  physician 
in  this  section  of  the  State.  Our  subject  at  an  early 
age  was  induced  to  commence  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. He  spent  some  time  in  the  capacity  of  drug 
<:ilerk  in  Kalamazoo,  after  which  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University,  grad- 
uating in  the  class  of  '75.  He  opened  an  office 
for  practice  at  Hastings,  where  he  met  with  success 
and  where  he  began  to  experiment  in  his  later  de- 
velopment. 

For  ten  years.  Dr.  Upjohn  continued  to  practice 


at  Hastings,  until  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  to  estab- 
lish what  is  the  most  successful  manufacturing 
plant  of  Western  Michigan.  He  was  married, 
December  24,  1888,  to  Miss  Rachel,  daughter  of 
Dr.  I.  J.  Babcock,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Winifred,  Harold  and 
Dorothy. 


'^f/OHN  W.  BUDROW,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Schoolcraft  Express,  is  one  of  the  able 
and  successful  young  business  men  of  the 
village  and  under  his  active  supervision  the 
paper  is  rapidly  coming  to  the  front  as  one  of  the 
most  newsy  and  influential  journals  of  Kalamazoo 
County.  Strictly  independent  in  its  political 
opinions,  it  invariably  supports  the  best  candidates 
for  official  positions  and  those  measures  which  are 
calculated  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  L.  Budrow,  was 
born  in  Moscow,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 24,  1820.  His  mother,  known  in  maiden- 
hood as  Esther  Burson,  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  May  26,  1829,  whence  she  removed 
to  Schoolcraft  with  her  father,  Abner  Burson,  when 
she  was  one  year  old.  Mr.  Budrow,  Sr.,  followed 
his  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  Schoolcraft  Township, 
where  he  was  married  and  has  since  made  his  home. 
About  1888,  he  began  to  lose  his  eyesight  and  has 
since  that  time  been  nearly  blind. 

The  four  sons  who  complete  this  family  circle 
are  James,  a  farmer  in  Schoolcraft  Township; 
Frank  L.,  a  carpenter  in  the  village;  John  W.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Joseph,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  Amenia,  N.  Dak.  John  W.  was  born  m  School- 
craft Township,  March  4,  1859,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  district.  He  entered 
the  printing-office  of  V.  C.  Smith,  in  Schoolcraft, 
when  he  was  about  sixteen  years  old  and  was  em- 
ployed there  for  two  years.  Afterward  he  was  em- 
ployed in  printing-offices  at  Centreville,  Kalama- 
zoo, East  Saginaw,  Lansing,  Detroit  and  Allegan, 
this  State. 

In  January,  1886,  Mr.  Budrow  bought  out  the 
Schoolcraft  Express,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
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editor  and  proprietor  of  the  paper,  which  has  a  cir- 
cuhition  of  eight  hundred  and  is  rapidly  taking 
place  among  the  solid  journals  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Budrow  was  united  in  marriage  at  Schoolcraft,  No- 
vember 19,  1888,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Campbell,  who 
was  born  in  Kalamazoo  County.  Mrs.  Budrow  is 
the  daughter  of  the  late  Hugh  Campbell,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  ladies  in  the  vil- 
lage. The  prosperity  of  Schoolcraft  is  ever  up- 
permost in  Mr.  Budrow 's  mind,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Village  Board,  he  does  all  in  his  power  to  ad- 
vance its  interests.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 


4^ 


MOS  H.  PALMER.  The  farmers  who 
have  played  so  important  a  part  in  the 
development  and  substantial  prosperity  of 
Van  Buren  County  are  well  represented 
by  this  gentleman,  whose  valuable  farming  inter- 
ests lie  on  sections  4  and  9,  Paw  Paw  Township, 
and  who  is  prominent  in  political  and  social  circles 
in  this  part  of  the  State.  A  native  of  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  May  7,  1838,  to  Amos 
and  Catherine  (Herkimer)  Palmer,  who  were  both 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the  father  of  Oneida 
County,  and  the  mother  of  Otsego  County.  Both 
had  been  previously  married,  and  the  latter  had 
come  to  Michigan  during  the  life-time  of  her  first 
husband,  who  died  in  this  State.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  losing  his  first  wife  in  New  York,  subse- 
quently came  to  Michigan  on  a  visit,  and  here 
made  the  acquaintance  of  his  second  wife.  He 
married  her,  and  took  her  back  to  New  1'  ork,  where 
our  subject,  their  only  child,  was  born.  They  lived 
there  until  he  was  almost  eighteen  years  old,  and 
then  came  to  Paw  Paw,  and  here  passed  their  re- 
maining years,  making  their  home  with  their  son 
the  last  part  of  their  lives — the  father  dying  in 
1866,  and  the  mother  October  24,  1877.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  a  man 
greatly  respected  for  his  excellent  character. 

Our  subject  had  good  opportunities  to  obtain  a 
sound  education,  and  was  not  slow  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  means  offered  to  improve  his  mind.    He 


pursued  the  preparatory  course  in  the  college  at 
Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  and  won  a  good  reputation  for 
scholarship  in  that  excellent  institution  of  learning. 
He  was  thus  well  prepared  for  the  duties  of  life, 
having  had  besides  a  careful  training  in  all  that 
goes  to  make  an  intelligent,  prosperous  farmer.  He 
early  acquired  a  taste  for  that  calling  which 
Horace  Greeley  so  aptly  termed  "the  noblest  of 
professions,"  and  was  giving  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  when  the  war  broke  out.  His 
patriotism  was  aroused  at  his  country's  peril,  and 
he  longed  to  enter  the  army  to  fight  for  the  Union. 
He  attempted  to  enlist  two  or  three  times,  but  for 
some  reason  was  disqualified  and  the  recruiting 
officers  would  not  accept  him.  But  loyal  men  were 
needed  at  home,  and  perhaps  his  services  were  as 
efficient  here  in  the  harvest  fields  as  they  would 
have  been  on  the  battlefield,  for  food  was  needed 
to  feed  that  great  army  of  men,  and  they  needed 
strengthening  and  encouragement  in  other  di- 
rections. Our  subject  has  made  his  mark  as  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  his  fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  lying  partly  on  section 
9,  where  he  has  his  home,  and  the  remainder  of  it 
on  section  4,  compares  with  the  best  in  Paw  Paw 
Township  in  regard  to  its  cultiv^ation  and  the  value 
of  its  improvements.  It  is  well  stocked,  especially 
with  Shropshire  sheep,  of  which  Mr.  Palmer  makes 
a  specialty. 

Our  subject  was  happily  married,  November  28, 
1860,  to  Miss  Carrie  Mathews,  of  Marshall,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Palmer  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  the 
town  of  Galesburgh,  December  15,  1840,  a  daugh- 
ter of  a  pioneer  family  of  Kalamazoo  County.  Her 
parents,  Gideon  and  Matilda  (Mason)  Mathews, 
were  natives,  respectively,  of  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont.  They  were  married  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  being  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Galesburgh,  where  Mr.  Mathews 
kept  a  hotel  msmy  years,  and  was  a  well-known 
figure  in  that  region.  He  died  January  21,  1876. 
His  wife  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  daughter  and  our  subject.  She  has  attained 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-three  years,  having 
been  born  August  11,  1808.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  the 
youngest  of  three  children,  of  whom  one  died 
young,  and  the  other,  Mrs.  Essina   Streator,   is   a 
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resident  of  Antwerp  Township.  Mrs.  Palmer  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
was  early  instructed  how  to  properly  care  for  a 
household,  so  that  she  was  amply  able  to  preside 
over  a  home  of  her  own  when  she  married.  One 
son,  Elmer  A.,  has  been  born  to  her  and  our  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Palmer  is  a  man  of  sagacious  and  thrifty 
business  liabits,  a  skillful  farmer,  and  a  good  man- 
ager. He  is  frank  and  straightforward  in  his  man- 
ner, and  his  dealings  are  always  open  and  above- 
board.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerns the  welfare  of  his  township  and  county,  and 
is  especially  alive  to  the  political  questions  of  the 
day.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  been 
since  he  first  began  to  exercise  his  privilege  of 
voting  by  giving  his  enthusiastic  support  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  President.  He  is  a  familiar 
figure  in  the  councils  of  his  part}^,  frequently  serv- 
ing as  delegate  to  county  conventions,  of  which  he 
has  never  missed  but  one  since  he  cast  his  first 
vote.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  in  this  section,  has  held  all  the 
oflSces  in  the  lodge,  and  is  thoroughly  informed  in 
all  that  pertains  to  Masonry.  His  son  is  also  prom- 
inent in  that  order,  and  has  been  an  incumbent  of 
the  various  offices,  and  is  now  Worshipful  Master. 
He,  too,  is  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party. 


^♦♦♦♦/i 
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ILAS  HUBBARD.  The  hardy  frontiers- 
man who  ventured  into  Michigan  as  early 
as  1836,  and  assisted  in  developing  its 
vast  resources,  justly  deserves  the  hon- 
ored name  of  pioneer.  Such  a  one  is  the  gentle- 
man who  forms  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice,  and  who,  through  a  long  series  of  years, 
has  lived  honorably  and  uprightly  in  the  quiet 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  friend,  neigh- 
bor, husband  and  father. 

The  ancestors  from  whom  Mr.  Hubbard  traces 
his  descent  were  English  people  of  sturdy  char- 
acter and  enterprise.  His  grandfather,  Jonathan 
Hubbard,  was  bom  in  1732,  in  Massachusetts, 
where  he  remained  until  1800,  going  then  to  Cort- 


land, N.  Y.,  where  his  last  years  were  passed.  In 
his  removal,  he  was  accompanied  by  his  son  James, 
who  was  born  in  1782,  in  the  old  town  of  Brim- 
field,  Mass.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Huldah  Andrews,  was  born  in 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  in  1780,  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  in  1808  became  the  wife  of  James 
Hubbard. 

Settling  on  a  farm  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
the  parents  of  our  subject  were  busily  occupied 
for  many  years  in  agricultural  duties  and  in  rear- 
ing to  usefulness  their  children,  four  in  number, 
viz:  Sylvester,  Silas,  Huldah  and  Harmon.  In 
1836,  the  father,  having  been  bereaved  by  the 
death  of  his  wife  six  years  previous,  sold  his  farm 
and  moved  into  the  village  of  Cortland,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
sterling  virtue  and  Christian  character,  whose 
influence  in  the  community  was  always  for  good. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  Silas  Hubbard 
was  born  in  Groton,  Tompkins  County,  Jul}"  29, 
1812,  and  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  His 
boyhood  days  were  somewhat  uneventfully  passed 
in  tilling  the  soil  and  attending  school  whenever 
occasion  offered.  In  1836,  he  started  out  for  him- 
self, coming  to  Michigan  and  settling  in  Washte- 
naw County,  where  he  remained  two  years.  May, 
1838,  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Kalamazoo,  then 
sparsely  settled,  except  by  Indians,  who  abounded 
in  the  surrounding  country. 

The  winter  following  his  arrival,  Mr.  Hubbard 
was  employed  as  the  teacher  in  the  village  school, 
after  which  he  embarked  in  the  business  of  buy- 
ing, selling  and  improving  real  estate,  and  loan- 
ing money,  and  continued  successfully  operating 
in  that  line  until  1870.  Meanwhile,  he  witnessed 
the  growth  of  the  village  until  it  has  become  one 
of  the  most  important  cities  of  the  State,  foremost 
in  educational  and  business  interests.  The  Kala- 
mazoo Paper  Company  was  organized  through  his 
efforts  in  1868,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  closely 
connected  with  its  growth.  As  a  property-holder, 
his  interests  are  extensive  and  remunerative,  in- 
cluding interests  in  the  paper  mill  at  Otsego,  this 
State,  besides  several  valuable  farms. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hubbard  to  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Daniel   Loomis,   of   Hudson,   Mich., 
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was  celebrated  in  October,  1854,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  daughters,  to  whom  every  ad- 
vantage for  literary  and  musical  culture  was  given, 
and  who  now  preside  over  homes  of  their  own. 
Caroline  I.  is  the  wife  of  Carl  G.  Kleinstuck,  of 
Kalamazoo;  Mary  H.  married  H.  B.  Hoyt,  of  Kala- 
mazoo; and  Frances  I.  was  the  wife  of  R.  D. 
Kuhn,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  died  February  1, 
1892.  The  pleasant  home  at  No.  203  West 
Lovell  Street,  where  Mr.  Hubbard  and  his  ami- 
able wife  have  resided  for  many  years,  is  the  cen- 
ter of  a  gracious  hospitality  often  enjoyed  by  their 
large  circle  of  personal  friends.  The  Republican 
party  linds  a  stanch  adherent  in  Mr.  Hubbard, 
who  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  Supervisor 
and  Assessor,  and  in  various  other  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility and  honor. 


1^^  BENEZER  BARRINGER.  This  retired  gen- 
tleman is  a  resident  of  section  9,  Almena 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  and  was  born 
January  10,  1807,  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  His 
parents  were  Frederick  and  Martha  (Spring)  Bar- 
ringer,  natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  re- 
spectively. Tlie  father  was  a  farmer,  and  made  a 
permanent  home  in  his  native  State,  where  they 
both  died. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  four  children,  and  the  only 
survivor.  He  was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
his  father  dying  when  he  was  but  three  and  one- 
half  years  old,  he  commenced  for  himself  in  active 
life  when  twelve  years  old.  He  lived  on  a  farm 
until  eighteen,  and  then  clerked  in  a  store  for 
a  short  time.  The  next  year  he  clerked  in  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  and  finally  bought  some  groceries  and  put 
them  m  a  room  in  the  tavern  owned  by  Henry 
F^nsign  at  Poestenkill,  N.  Y.,  and  kept  store  until 
1827.  He  then  rented  a  regular  shop  and  in  the 
spring  of  1828  closed  up  and  started  out  to  seek  his 
fortune.  With  Daniel  Rhoades,  he  went  to  New 
York  City,  and  boarded  on  five  shillings  a  day  for  a 
few  days,  when  our  subject  bought  some  goods  and 
started  out  to  peddle.  He  traveled  along  the  Hud- 
son River,  across  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania  among 


the  Dutch,  to  Philadelphia,  and  then  to  Baltimore. 
He  returned  to  New  York  State,  and  thence  went 
home  and  commenced  to  fit  himself  for  teaching. 
That  same  year  he  went  to  Pittstown  and  engaged 
to  teach  school  four  months  for  $11  per  month. 
He  soon  gave  it  up,  and  taught  his  home  district 
school  eighteen  months,  when  only  twenty. 

When  a  little  past  twenty-three,  our  subject  was 
married,  the  ceremony  taking  place  May  1,  1830. 
He  was  united  to  Miss  Jane  Sliter,  a  native  of 
New  York  State.  He  made  a  trip  in  1830,  to  Mich- 
igan, and  came  fifty  miles  west  of  Detroit.  He  re- 
turned home  without  locating.  The  young  wife 
remained  with  a  brother-in-law  of  her  husband's 
during  his  absence.  That  fall  and  winter,  Mr. 
Barringer  taught  school  in  Sand  Lake  Village,  N. 
Y.,  for  $16  a  month.  The  spring  of  1831  found 
this  gentleman  the  owner  of  the  same  store  he  had 
rented  at  Poestenkill.  He  also  purchased  a  house 
and  lot  adjoining  his  store,  and  lived  there.  He 
was  in  debt  some  $1,800,  and  gave  a  mortgage  on 
his  property  at  seven  per  cent,  but  after  several 
years  was  ena])led  to  pay  the  debt.  In  the  year 
1834,  he  tended  both  his  store  and  the  tavern, 
and  remembers  well  the  great  snow  storm  in  the 
month  of  May  of  that  year.  In  1838,  Mr.  Bar- 
ringer gave  up  his  public  house,  but  his  purchaser 
failed  and  wanted  a  release,  so  he  again  sold  to 
anothei'.  Our  subject  remained  in  the  store  until 
after  his  children  were  all  born.  They  are:  Charles, 
born  in  1831;  Charlotte  in  1834;  Albert  in  1838; 
and  Webster  in  1840. 

Our  subject  bought  a  farm  in  Sand  Lake,  in 
1840,  for  $800,  but  three  years  later  gave  it  up  and 
purchased  eightj^-three  acres  in  Monroe  County. 
He  sold  out  his  store  and  also  purchased  fifty  acres 
of  woodland  in  the  mountains,  and  subsequently 
sold  it.  In  connection  with  working  his  farm,  he 
sold  goods,  but  through  misfortune  lost  them  all. 
In  the  spring  of  1844,  our  subject  started  with  his 
family  by  canal  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  In  his 
old  home  he  served  twice  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
After  twenty  years  of  economy  and  thrift,  he  was 
enabled  to  pay  for  his  farm,  and  remained  there 
until  1860,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres  more. 
He  sold  out  his  old  farm  and  purchased  twenty 
acres,  on  which  he  made  some  good  improvements. 
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before  disposing  of  it.  In  1870,  Mr.  Barringer 
removed  to  Michigan,  and  located  in  Almena 
Townsliip,  where  he  now  resides.  The  farm  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  acres,  with  forty  adjoining  it 
on  the  south.  Considerable  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  way  of  fencing,  clearing  and  the 
erection  of  necessary  buildings.  He  now  has  two 
hundred  acres,  one  hundred  and  forty  of  which  are 
improved. 

After  a  married  life  of  fifty-three  years,  his  good 
wife  was  called  away,  January  22,  1884,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-one,  and  of  their  family  of 
four  children,  one  is  deceased.  The  loving  mother 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  her 
family  also  belongs.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  has  voted  with  the  Republican  party  since  its 
formation.  His  first  ballot  was  cast  for  John  Quincy 
Adams,  and  his  last  vote  for  Benjamin   Harrison. 

CAPT.  ABNER  D.  DOUBLEDAY.  This  gen- 
tleman is  honored  as  a  valiant  soldier  of 
the  late  war  and  a  public-spirited  citizen  of 
Kalamazoo.  He  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N. 
Y.,  March  9,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Demas  A.  and 
Sally  (Calkins)  Doubleday.  Love  of  country  is 
his  inheritance,  for  his  grandfather  was  a  Revolu- 
tionary patriot,  and  with  five  brothers  fought  for 
his  country  at  Bunker  Hill.  His  cousin.  Gen.  Ab- 
ner  Doubleday,  is  famous  m  the  annals  of  our 
country  for  service  at  Sumter  and  Gettysburg. 

After  attending  common  schools  in  his  youth, 
our  subject  began  to  teach  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
and  continued  thus  employed  for  five  years.  In 
1848,  he  entered  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  and,  after 
studying  there  for  some  time,  returned  to  the  Em- 
pire State,  where  he  followed  mercantile  pursuits  in 
New  York  City  for  seven  years.  Through  the  ad- 
vice of  physicians,  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits as  a  means  of  regaining  his  health,  then  some- 
what shattered,  and  so  tilled  the  soil  until  the  out- 
break of  the  war. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  our  subject  took 
care  of  his  mothers  and  sisters  in  addition  to  the 
charge  of  his  own  family,  and  his  brother,  Ulysses 
F.,  entered  service  as  First  Lieutenant  and,  through 


the  death  of  his  superior  oflScer,  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Captain,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  his  death  at  Fredericksburg  in  1863.  Prior 
to  that  battle,  he  had  participated  in  a  number  of 
engagements  with  conspicuous  valor. 

After  his  brother's  death,  Abner  D.  disposed  of 
his  business  affairs  and  sold  his  store  at  Richfield 
Springs,  N.  Y.  He  then  took  up  the  sword  that 
the  brother  had  carried  and  enlisted  in  the  Union 
service  as  a  member  of  Company  L,  Second  Regi- 
ment, New  York  Heavy  Artillery.  After  serving 
six  months  as  a  private,  he  was  promoted  for  val- 
iant services  to  be  Second  Lieutenant,  June  10, 
1864,  at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.  During  the  continual 
fighting  at  Petersburg,  his  superior  officers  being 
killed,  he  acted  as  Captain  and  Adjutant  on  the  same 
day. 

August  15,  1864,  Capt.  Doubleday  was  disabled 
by  sunstroke  and  sent  to  the  field  hospital,  after- 
ward being  transferred  at  different  times  to  three 
others  and  being  finally  sent  to  Washington,  where 
the  surgeons  decided  that  he  was  unable  to  continue 
the  service.  He  then  resigned,  but  his  resignation 
was  not  accepted  until  1865.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  Captain  came  to  Michigan  and  located  on 
a  farm  in  Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
which  his  father  had  purchased  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Our  subject  bought  the  same  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  m  1853. 

Afterward  Capt.  Doubleday  disposed  of  the  farm 
and  bought  a  small  farm  adjacent  to  Kalamazoo. 
In  1883,  he  divided  the  place  into  town  lots  and 
it  is  now  known  as  Doubleday 's  Addition  to  Kala- 
mazoo, being  one  of  the  finest  subdivisions  in  the 
city  and  many  of  the  lots  are  already  built  upon. 
He  retains  a  number  of  fine  lots  in  his  possession. 
The  public  measures  of  the  city  and  Nation  awaken 
his  deepest  interest  and  he  is  a  labor  sympathizer  in 
that  important  issue.  In  Orcutt  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  he 
is  a  prominent  member  and  has  occupied  the  vari- 
ous chairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doubleday  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Ward,  who  lives  in  Kalamazoo; 
Ulysses  F.,  manager  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Com- 
pany in  Battle  Creek,  this  State;  Grace,  widow  of 
C.  B.  Lieder,  of  Chicago;  and  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy.   The  Captain  and  his  estimable  wife  occupy 
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a  high  place  in  tlie  regard  of  the  citizens  of  Kala- 
mazoo, to  which  they  are  entitled  by  their  nobility 
of  character  and  genial  social  qualities.  Politically, 
he  is  an  Independent. 


LBERT  S.  HASKIN,  M.  D.,  a  practicing 
physician  of  Lawrence,  is  a  native  of  Es- 
sex County,  N.  Y.,  having  been  born 
there,  September  15,  1827.  His  parents 
were  Samuel  R.  and  Lusetta  (Smith)  Haskin,  both 
natives  of  Vermont.  The  father  returned  to  Ver- 
mont soon  after  the  birth  of  his  son  Albert,  located 
in  Brockport  when  he  was  seven  years  old,  and 
when  twelve  years  of  age  went  to  Indiana,  coming 
from  that  State  to  Michigan,  and  settling  in  Cass 
County  about  1848. 

Albert  Haskin  was  married,April  9,  1854,  to  Miss 
Olive  Pickett,  who  died  nineteen  months  after  her 
marriage.  Our  subject  then  began  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Dr.  William  E.  Clark,  then  of 
Dowagiac,  but  now  a  resident  of  Chicago.  He  also 
taught  school  for  the  sake  of  getting  funds,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1856  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
studied  one  year.  He  then  came  to  Lawrence  and 
began  practicing  in  1857. 

December  17,  1860,  is  the  date  of  the  second 
marriage  of  our  subject,  when  he  took  as  his  wife 
Miss  Martha  J.  McKnight,  of  Lawrence,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  B.  and  Mary  (Haynes)  McKnight.  She 
was  born  in  Wood  County,  Ohio,  October  29,  1830, 
and  came  with  her  mother  to  Lawrence  when  seven 
years  old.  She  received  a  good  common -school 
education  and  has  made  this  her  home  since  first 
coming  here.  They  have  had  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  reared  several,  who  are  now 
married. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  ten — two  dying  in  infancy,  eight  grow- 
ing to  mature  years  and  seven  now  living.  The 
youngest  brother,  Charles  H.,  is  a  physician  at 
Jackson,  Mich.  Dr.  Haskin  has  been  successful  as 
a  practitioner  and  has  a  fair  share  of  this  world's 
goods.  He  has  been  especially  fortunate  in  doctor- 
ing young  children  and  was  called  for  a  great  deal 


during  the  epidemic  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis in  1864.  He  finally  took  the  disease  himself 
and  was  laid  up  for  eleven  months.  He  is  a 
pleasant,  whole-souled  man,  admired  and  respected 
by  all. 

Dr.  Haskin  is  a  stalwart  Republican  and  has 
stood  by  the  party  since  its  foundation,  casting 
his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  in  1856.  He 
has  served  his  township  in  various  ways,  being 
School  Inspector,  member  of  the  Board  nine  years, 
and  a  Director  for  six  years  of  the  nine;  Coroner 
two  terms;  President  of  the  village  two  years  and 
Delegate  to  County,  Congressional  and  State  Con- 
ventions. Socially,  the  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Bee  Union  and  the  Bee  Keepers'  Associa- 
tion, both  the  Northwestern  and  the  Michigan 
State  Associations.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  which  he 
takes  an  active  part. 

On  another  page  will  be  noticed  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  the  Doctor. 
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ON.  JAMES  B.  COBB.  The  first  represent- 
ative in  America  of  the  family  to  which  this 
gentleman  belongs  was  one  Sylvan  us 
Cobb,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
somewhere  between  1620  and  1630  and  soon  be- 
came identified  with  the  village  of  Canterbury, 
Conn.  His  son  Benjamin  was  the  father  of  El- 
kanah,  whose  son  Gideon,  born  at  Canterbury, 
July  7,  1716,  settled  at  Pawlet,  Vt.,  where  he  died 
July  24,  1797.  The  family  have  since  resided  at 
Pawlet,  and  the  line  of  descent  is  through  Elkanah, 
John  and  Horace  to  James  B. 

A  native  of  Vermont,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Orwell,  May  18,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Horace  and 
Thankful  (Bascomb)  Cobb.  When  eleven  years 
old,  he  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  Institute  and  engaged  in  teaching 
during  two  winter  terms.  He  then  became  agent 
for  a  paper  mill  at  Fair  Haven  Vt.,  and  for  four 
years  traveled  in  its  employ  through  Vermont 
and  New  York.  Later  he  sojourned  in  Rochester 
two  years,  and  then  became  agent  for  a  flouring 
mill  at  Burlington  Vt. 
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In  1854,  Mr.  Cobb  came  to  Michigan  and  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother,  William  H.,  bought  a 
farm  in  Kalamazoo  Township,  two  and  one-half 
miles  south  of  Kalamazoo  and  on  that  place  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  he  resided  twenty 
years.  In  1863,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
and  served  through  three  sessions,  being  re-elected 
in  1865.  His  opponent  was  Thomas  S.  Cobb,  of 
Kalamazoo,  recently  deceased.  While  an  incum- 
bent of  that  honorable  position,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  also  member  of 
the  Committees  on  Asylums  and  State  Prisons. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Cobb  was  appointed  County  Treas- 
urer, to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  the 
incumbent,  and  during  his  term  he  engaged  in  the 
wool  trade,  which  he  has  continued  to  the  present. 
He  and  his  brother  William  H.  have  operated  in 
that  way  for  seventeen  years  and  during  1891 
handled  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  wool 
for  a  Rhode  Island  firm.  Since  his  removal  to 
the  city  in  1873,  he  has  served  as  Supervisor  of  the 
Fourth  Ward  for  nine  years,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  County  Buildings  at  the  time  of  the 
erection  of  the  present  Poor  House.  On  his  farm 
which  he  still  owns  and  manages,  he  keeps  a  large 
flock  of  thorough-bred  Merino  sheep  and  other  tine 
stock. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cobb,  January  23,  1851, 
united  him  with  Miss  Helen  M.  McCall  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  and  their  family  comprises  the  follow- 
ing children:  Helen  Isabella,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Anna  Louisa,  who  passed  away  when  fourteen 
years  old;  Maud  Mary  and  Gertrude  L.  (twins); 
Alice  Campbell  and  Carlos  M.  (twins).  Maud 
died  December  2,  1889;  she  was  a  lovely  young 
lady  and  was  greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
her.  The  surviving  children  remain  with  their 
parents.  Gertrude  is  an  author  of  more  than  ord- 
inary ability  and  her  articles  have  been  widely 
read  and  copied.  Alice  and  Carlos,  who  are  grad- 
uates Of  the  High  School,  attend  to  all  the  clerical 
work  for  their  father,  and  Carlos  is  also  interested 
in  the  wool  business. 

The  beautiful  home  of  this  family  is  located  at 
Ko.  530  S.  Burdick  Street  and  was  erected  in  1887, 
Mrs.  Cobb  supplying  the  designs.  The  family 
holds  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 


Mrs.  Cobb  is  a  member  of  various  clubs  and  ladies' 
societies.  She  and  daughters  have  done  much  to 
mold  the  opinions  of  their  friends  and  their  in- 
fluence is  felt  in  every  home.  Every  year  for  the 
past  seventeen,  Mr.  Cobb  has  gone  East  and  fre- 
quently visits  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood. 

A  man  of  genial  temperament,  brimful  of  good 
nature,  Mr.  Cobb  possesses  the  excellent  attributes 
of  the  steadfast  friend  and  congenial  companion. 
His  liberal  views  have  been  cultivated  by  extensive 
reading  and  close  observation,  and  while  he  has 
decided  opinions  of  his  own,  he  recognizes  the 
rights  of  others  to  different  views.  He  is  scrupu- 
lously exacting  m  every  official  transaction,  be- 
lieving that  public  service  demands  the  same  ex- 
alted talents  which  one  gives  to  his  private  bus- 
iness. 

As  a  legislator,  Mr.  Cobb  was  painstaking,  care- 
ful and  methodical,  and  the  present  fine  condition 
of  many  of  the  State  institutions  is  the  result  of 
the  line  of  policy  advocated  by  him.  His  judg- 
ment is  a  safe  guide,  and  its  influence  is  felt  in 
almost  every  branch  of  municipal  and  county 
affairs.  Ever  having  a  good  word  for  the  unfor- 
tunate, a  helping  hand  for  the  needy,  his  friends 
are  numbered  in  every  walk  of  life,  and  now  that 
the  sorrws  of  many  winters  have  whitened  his 
locks,  he  can  look  back  over  a  life  well  spent, 
knowing  that  a  warm  place  is  kept  for  him  in  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen. 


AMUEL  APPLETON  GIBSON,  Superin- 
tendent and  Manager  of  the  Kalamazoo 
Paper  Company,  possesses  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  business  associates  to  a 
remarkable  degree,  and  his  business  ability,  tact 
and  judgment  are  unquestioned.  He  is  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire  and  was  born  at  New  Ipswich, 
August  17,  1835,  his  parents  being  Col.  George  C. 
and  Alvira  (Appleton)  Gibson. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  New  Ips- 
wich, March  10,  1805,  and  served  in  the  New 
Hampshire  State  Militia  for  many  years.  His  wife 
belonged  to  a  worthy  and  distinguished   family, 
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her  uncle,  John  Appleton,  having  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Maine  Bar  and  having  served  several 
terms  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  After  com- 
pleting the  course  of  study  in  the  schools  of  Ips- 
wich, Samuel  A.  entered  the  Appleton  Academy  at 
New  Ipswich,  where  he  finished  his  education.  In 
the  intervals  of  study,  he  aided  his  father  in  his 
shop,where  the  manufacture  of  carriages  and  sleighs 
was  carried  on. 

When  twenty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Gibson  entered 
the  postofflce  at  Concord,  Mass.,where  he  officiated 
in  the  capacity  of  clerk  for  two  years,  and  then 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  general  store  at  Ashby, 
Mass.  Having  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
that  line  of  enterprise,  he  embarked  in  business  as 
a  grocer  in  1859,  the  scene  of  his  operations  being 
Fitchburg,  Mass.,  where  he  continued  successfully 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1867,  he  removed  to 
Kalamazoo,  and  has  since  resided  in  this  city. 

The  Kalamazoo  Paper  Company  was  organized 
October  1, 1866,  Mr.  Gibson  being  one  of  the  orig- 
inal stockholders.  A  mill  was  built  on  the  Grand 
Rapids  Branch  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  two  miles  south  of  the  city  of 
Kalamazoo,  the  plant  being  valued  at  $100,000.  A 
capital  of  $200,000  was  required  to  conduct  the 
business,  which  rapidly  grew  to  its  present  propor- 
tions. Mr.  Gibson  entered  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany as  mechanic  and  book-keeper,  retaining  the 
latter  position  until  1870.  He  then  assumed  the 
management  of  the  business  as  Superintendent, 
which  position  he  still  holds. 

During  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  the  com- 
pany employed  about  fifty  people  and  was  con- 
fined to  the  manufacture  of  common  paper  and 
extra  newspaper.  But  the  mill  has  since  been 
greatly  enlarged,  new  material  has  been  added, 
and  lithograph,  music  and  colored  papers  are  also 
made,  the  specialty  being  lithograph  paper.  Among 
recent  improvements  is  a  water  filter,  with  a  capac- 
ity of  one  million  gallons  daily,  through  which 
what  was  formerly  considered  nearly  pure  water  is 
passed,  and  all  sediment  and  other  impurities  are 
drawn.  Other  equally  necessary  improvements  have 
been  added  to  increase  the  eflaciency  of  the  plant 
in  the  output  of  its  justly  celebrated  finer  grades 
of   paper.     Mr.  Gibson  is  thoroughly  informed  as 


to  every  detail  of  the  immense  business  and  his 
personal  attention  is  exclusively  given  to  its  man- 
agement. 

In  addition,  Mr.Gibson  is  interested  in  other  en- 
terprises. He  is  Director  in  the  Kalamazoo  National 
Bank  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Kalamazoo. College.  He  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  1858  and  is  Trustee  in  the  church. 
Politically,  he  is  a  firm  Republican,  although  by  no 
means  partisan  in  his  alliliations.  His  employes 
regard  him  as  their  warmest  friend,  and  their  in- 
terests are  to  him  second  only  to  the  success  of  the 
institution 

October  14,  1860,  Mr.  Gibson  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bardeen,  daughter  of  Deacon  A. 
Farns worth,  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Alice  Gertrude,  wife  of 
F.  D.  Haskell ,  and  Susan  Edith,  who  married  F.  M. 
Hodge.  Both  Messrs.  Haskell  and  Hodge  are  con- 
nected with  the  paper  company  and  reside  in  Kal- 
amazoo. 


ZRO  HEALY,  a  retired  farmer  now  resid- 
ing in  Kalamazoo,  is  an  excellent  example 
of  a  self-made  man  who  has  achieved  suc- 
^^  cess  through  his   own  efforts,  and  his  life 

might  well  serve  to  encourage  others  who,  like 
him,  have  to  make  their  own  way  in  the  world. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Shoreham,  Addison 
County,  Vt.,  January  20,  1814.  His  father,  Joshua 
Healy,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Vermont  when  a  child.  He  took 
quite  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  especially 
in  politics,  serving  as  County  Judge  and  repre- 
senting his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  for  two 
terms.  He  married  Lucy  Willson,  a  native  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
Willson.  Removing  to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
they  settled  near  the  town  of  Dansville,  upon  a 
farm  which  continued  to  be  their  home  through- 
out the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  Of  the  seven  sons  and 
four  daughters,  nine  are  yet  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district 
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schools  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  remained 
upon  his  father's  farm  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
He  chose  the  West  as  the  scene  of  his  future  labors, 
and  in  1835  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  was  first 
employed  as  boss  on  the  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road for  $50  per  month.  In  the  spring  of  1837, 
he,  having  accumulated  some  money,  went  to  Ohio 
and  bought  nine  yoke  of  oxen.  He  began  break- 
ing prairie  and  turned  the  furrows  upon  fourteen 
hundred  acres  of  virgin  soil.  Next,  purchasing 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  he  cleared 
and  began  its  development,  placing  it  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  first  sowing  it  in  wheat, 
and  when  the  crop  was  harvested  sold  his  grain 
for  forty-five  cents  per  bushel  delivered  at  St.  Jo- 
seph. He  lost  heavily  in  this  venture,  but  ere 
two  years  had  passed  he  had  paid  all  indebted- 
ness and  again  started  square  with  the  world. 

On  the  11th  of  April,  1839,  Mr.  Healy  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  and  Catherine  (Shaw)  Everingham.  The 
lady  is  a  native  of  Dansville,  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Wal- 
lace died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Helen  was  the 
wife  of  William  Boardman,  and  after  his  death 
she  wedded  Oliver  K.  Olmsted;  Marion  died  in 
infancy;  B.  J.  is  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  of 
Kalamazoo;  Charlie  A.  resides  in  Kalamazoo;  and 
Catherine  E.  is  at  home.  During  the  time  of  the 
building  of  the  Michigan  Central  Road,  he  took  a 
contract  to  grade  and  place  the  ties  on  the  grade 
from  the  Kalamazoo  bridge  to  one  mile  east  of 
the  city. 

Mr.  Healy  has  taken  no  active  part  in  political 
affairs  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Unitarian. 
He  owns  a  fine  residence,  and  has  built  several 
houses  in  Kalamazoo.  He  also  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  situated  near  the  corporation  limits,  val- 
ued at  $200  per  acre.  In  politics  he  is  a  sturdy  Demo- 
crat. Among  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county  is 
he  numbered,  having  borne  the  trials  and  privations 
of  pioneer  life.  In  the  winter  of  1837,  he  took  from 
the  timber  over  four  hundred  thousand  feet  of  lum- 
ber, at  a  time  when  the  snow  on  the  ground  lay  two 
feet  in  depth.     He  sold  the  logs  at  $4  per   thou- 


sand feet,  and  did  most  of  the  hauling  with  nine 
yoke  of  oxen.  His  first  home  was  a  board  shanty, 
20x20  feet,  in  which  his  men  slept,  and  in  which 
the  cooking  and  eating  were  done.  Overcoming 
all  obstacles  in  his  path,  he  worked  his  way  up- 
ward and  was  successful  in  his  undertakings.  He 
possessed  what  the  Yankees  called  "grit,"  and  his 
enterprise  and  industry  won  him  prosperity.  At 
the  present  time,  he  is  engaged  largely  in  raising 
and  shipping  celery — also  dealing  in  real  estate. 

In  1889,  Mr.  Healy  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Mountain  Home  Cemetery.  He  is 
now  well  advanced  in  years,  but  still  retains  much 
of  the  vigor  of  earlier  manhood  and  is  a  genial, 
cordial  old  gentleman,  whose  friends  are  almost  as 
many  as  his  acquaintances.  His  sterling  worth 
has  won  him  high  regard,  and  he  is  respected  by 
all. 

^^^  ARVEY  J.  EDGELL.  This  respected  gen- 
)■]  tleman,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  Spring 
Hill  Fruit  Farm,  at  South  Haven,  is  also 
^  a  dealer  in  real  estate.  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  was  his  native  place,  his  birth  occurring 
August  15,  1835.  His  great-grandfather  was  Sir 
William  Edgell  of  England.  His  grandfather  was 
also  born  in  England,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  company  with  four  brothers.  He  first 
located  in  Maryland,  whence,  in  1802,  he  removed 
to  Ohio,  where  he  became  a  pioneer  in  Licking 
County.  He  only  remained  there  a  short  time, 
however,  when  he  went  to  Franklin  County,  and 
later  to  Shelby  County,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years.  He  was  a  volunteer  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  had  four  sons:  James, 
William,  John  and  Wilson. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Edgell,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and,  in  early  life,  learned  the  trade 
of  a  tanner  and  currier.  In  1833,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sarah  Holden.  She  was  the  great- 
granddaughter  of  Sir  William  Parr,  who  came 
to  America  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  during 
the  struggle  for  independence  aided  the  Colonists. 
That  was  considered  sufficient  reason  for  confiscate 
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ing  his  estate  in  England,  so  he  did  not  return  but 
settled  in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  His  daughter  mar- 
ried Lewis  Holden,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
Sarah  Holden,  who  married  Mr.  Edgell. 

The  elder  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgell  resided  in  Licking 
County  until  about  1847,  where  they  were  engaged 
in  farming.  In  1870,  they  removed  to  Chicago, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1873.  The  father  is  still 
living  in  that  city.  He  was  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  before  the  organization  of  that  party  was  a 
Whig.  The  parents  were  earnest  and  conscientious 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children. 

Harvey  J.  Edgell  during  his  boyhood  assisted 
his  father  about  the  tannery  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school.  At  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  became  a 
clerk  in  a  general  store  and  four  years  later  was 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  a  country  store  at  Haven's 
Corners,  near  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  subse- 
quently engaged  in  business  in  Delaware  Count}^, 
Ohio,  and  during  the  Civil  War  carried  on  a  whole- 
sale notion  business.  He  attended  to  his  duties 
closely  and  worked  so  hard  that  in  a  few  years,  his 
health  being  impaired,  he  was  obliged  to  retire 
from  active  life.  In  accordance  with  the  advice  of 
his  physician,  he  sought  a  home  near  the  lake  shore 
and  in  May  28,  1869,  reached  South  Haven.  Here 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  located  on 
section  11,  South  Haven  Township,  locating  his 
tract  with  the  aid  of  a  compass.  He  laid  out  a 
road  to  Ids  place  and  commenced  the  arduous  task 
of  clearing  it  from  the  timber  and  underbrush. 
His  brought  his  farm  to  an  excellent  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  in  a  few  years  began  to  grow  fruit. 

In  1886  our  subject  received  a  sunstroke  so 
that  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  give  up  all  out- 
door work,  for  a  time  at  least.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business,  thinking  it  a  line  of 
work  out  of  which  he  would  be  able  to  drop  at  any 
time.  But  business  increased  so  rapidly  and  has 
grown  to  such  an  extent  that  he  will  no  doubt 
make  it  a  life  work.  He  is  wide-awake  to  the  in- 
terests of  South  Haven  and  has  been  the  leading 
spirit  in  advertising  and  making  it  the  popular 
summer  resort  which  it  has  become.  His  fruit  farm , 
on  which  he  resides,  contains  forty  acres  which  are 
thoroughly  and  profitable  improved. 


Mr.  Edgell  was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  William  Headley,  a  pioneer  of  Frank- 
lin County,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Edgell  was  born.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  granted  a 
family  of  three  children:  Nellie  A.;  Mattie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  and  Carlos  L.  Mr. 
Edgell  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  also  connected  prominently  with  the  Enter- 
prise Club.  He  with  his  good  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  and  is  most  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  this  section. 


EINHOLD  IHLING,  of  the  firm  of  Ihling 
Bros.  &  Everard,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  business  men  of  Kalamazoo, 
^and  has  attained  to  his  enviable  position, 
financially  and  socially,  through  the  exercise  of  in- 
domitable energy  and  unusual  perseverance.  The 
business  in  which  he  is  engaged  has  assumed  gigan- 
tic proportions  and  is  numbered  among  the  most 
successful  enterprises  of  Kalamazoo,  its  success  be- 
ing mainly  due  to  the  energetic  management  of  the 
Ihling  Bros. 

Among  the  foreigners  who  have  sought  homes 
in  the  United  States,  many  have  come  hither  from 
Germany  and  have  brought  with  them  qualities  of 
thrift,  perseverance  and  industry,  which,  while  es- 
tablishing their  own  private  fortunes,  have  also  pro- 
moted the  public  welfare.  Mr.  Ihling  is  a  German 
by  birth  and  parentage  and  was  born  February  11, 
1848,  When  only  four  years  old,  he  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  the  United  States  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Milwaukee. 

When  thirteen  years  old,  Mr.  Ihling  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  and  afterward 
learned  the  book-binder's  trade  in  all  its  branches 
at  Milwaukee  and  has  since  followed  this  business, 
having  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  business  in 
every  detail.  He  then  entered  his  brother's  em- 
ploy and  for  eighteen  months  remained  in  that 
connection,  afterward  aiding  in  the  establishment 
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of  the  present  business.  Ihling  Bros.  &  Everard, 
printers,  have  an  assured  reputation  in  Kalamazoo 
and  vicinity,  and  the  book-binding  department  is 
in  charge  of  our  subject,  who  employs  thirty-five 
hands  and  is  pushing  his  branch  of  the  business 
with  great  energy. 

The  pleasant  residence  of  Mr.  Ihling  at  No.  508 
Wood  Street  is  presided  over  by  his  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married,  August  24,  1875,  at  Racine,  Wis. 
Miss  Alice  Schumacher,  as  Mrs.  Ihling  was  known 
in  maidenhood,  was  born  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
was  carefully  reared  under  the  tuition  of  efficient 
teachers  and  affectionate  parents.  She  is  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  viz:  Alma,  Carl,  Arno, 
Lillian,  Paul,  Walter  and  Alice,  bright  and  intelli- 
gent children  who  are  being  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Kalamazoo. 

In  his  social  affiliations,  Mr.  Ihling  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  and  the  Germanic  Society.  While  he  has 
but  little  time  to  devote  to  public  affairs,  he  ad- 
heres to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  and 
advocates  those  enterprises  which  will  advance  the 
interests  of  the  communit3^ 


ORRIN  SNOW,  a  retired  farmer  and  one  of  the 
respected  citizens  of  Kalamazoo,  claims  New 
York  as  the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  was 
born  in  Oswego  County,  September  27,  1829,  and 
is  a  son  of  Ansel  and  Arbelia  (Wilmouth)  Snow, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Massachusetts  and 
came  of  old  New  England  families  of  English 
origin.  In  March,  1837,  with  their  children,  they 
emigrated  to  Michigan,  locating  on  Grand  Prairie, 
four  miles  northwest  of  Kalamazoo.  After  two 
or  three  years,  they  removed  to  Oshtemo  Township, 
where  one  of  the  daughters  had  married  and  settled 
the  preceding  August.  The  family  numbered  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  They  are,  Permelia,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Wyraan,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  Hannah,  Mercy  Ann,  Cordelia,  Or- 
son and  Orrin.  One  brother,  Orla,  was  born  after 
the  family  came  to  this  county.  In  1866,  Orson 
and  Orla  removed  to  Macon  County,  Mo.,  where 
they  now  reside.     Hannah  became  the  wife  of  Sol- 


omon Forbes  and  died  a  number  of  years  ago. 
Mercy  Ann  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Johnson,  of 
Kalamazoo  Township,  and  her  death  also  occurred 
many  years  ago.  Cordelia  is  the  wife  of  Anson 
Forbes,  of  Macon  County,  Mo.  The  father  of  this 
family  followed  farming  throughout  his  entire  life. 
He  secured  quite  an  extensive  tract  of  land  and 
became  well-to-do.  His  death  occurred  October 
14,  1864,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  and  his  widow 
died  in  August,  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years  in  Missouri,  where  she  had  gone  with  her 
son. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Michigan 
when  a  lad  of  eight  summers,  and  amid  the  wild 
scenes  of  frontier  life  was  reared  to  manhood.  He 
remained  at  home  until  twenty- four  years  of  age, 
when,  in  1853,  he  went  to  California,  making  an 
overland  trip,  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  was  en- 
gaged in  mining.*  On  his  return,  he  resumed  the 
occupation  of  farming  and  after  a  year  and  a  half 
chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  jour- 
ney Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  A.  H.  and  Cath- 
erine (Chandler)  Hill,  now  of  Plain  well.  The 
mother  is  deceased.  She  is  a  native  of  New  York 
and  when  two  years  old  was  brought  to  Michigan. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  April  16,  1856,  and 
unto  them  have  been  born  four  children:  Milo  A. 
operates  his  father's  farm;  Frank  and  Fred, who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Katie,  a  student  in  the 
High  School. 

Mr.  Snow  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits  with  marked  success  until  three  years  ago 
when  he  came  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  since 
lived  a  retired  life.  He  engaged  in  breeding 
short-horn  cattle  and  was  very  successful  in  his 
business.  He  still  owns  five  hundred  acres  of  val- 
uable land  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  well-to-do 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  certainly  deserves 
much  credit  for  his  success,  for  it  is  due  entirely  to 
his  own  efforts.  He  has  held  a  number  of  public 
offices,  was  Township  Treasurer,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Supervisor.  The  Republican  party  finds 
in  him  a  stanch  advocate,  and  he  has  frequently 
attended  its  State  and  county  conventions.  He 
has  been  connected  with  the  Kalamazoo  County 
Agricultural  Society  for  twenty  years  and  has  just 
been,  for  the  sixth  time,  elected  to  the  office  of 
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President.  We  find  in  Mr.  Snow  a  typical  repre- 
sentative of  the  lionored  pioneer,  a  man  in  whom 
every  one  has  implicit  confidence.  He  is  a  sup- 
porter of  all  that  tends  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  county,  is  a  man  of  broad  views,  public-spirited 
and  progressive.  In  personal  appearance,  he  is  a 
large,  fine-looking  gentleman,  and  by  his  pleasant, 
genial  manner  readily  wins  friends. 


ALE  P.  KAUFFER,oneof  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Kalamazoo,  is  President  of  the 
Page  Manufacturing  Company,  which  is  an 

^  outgrowth  of  the  factory  established  in  1873 
for  the  manufacture  of  handles  by  Calvin  Forbes 
and  Messrs.  Morse,  Darrin  and  Beebe.  Hale  W.Page, 
an  uncle  of  our  subject,  became  a  stockholder  in  the 
company  which  afterward  failed.  He  later  resumed 
operationg,which  he  carried  on  until  1881,  when  the 
plant  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  that  year  Mr.  Kauffer 
became  associated  with  him  and  they  rebuilt,  since 
which  time  they  have  done  a  good  and  constantly- 
increasing  business.  The  plant  covers  between 
three  and  four  acres  with  the  building  and  lum- 
ber, and  about  $30,000  is  invested  in  the  business. 
Forty  men  are  emploj^ed,  most  of  whom  are  skilled 
workmen.  They  make  a  specialty  of  handles  for 
feather  dusters,  which  are  finished  and  polished 
ready  for  use,  also  manufacture  agricultural  frames, 
counters,  tables,  shelving,  etc.,  and  do  a  business 
amounting  to  $60,000  annually.  Mr.  Kauffer,  who 
is  President  of  the  company,  has  full  charge  of  the 
business. 

Mr.  Page,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  born  in 
Shirley,  Mass.,  and  died  in  May,  1887,  at  the  age 
of  seventy -one  years.  He  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing almost  his  entire  life.  In  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  he 
made  all  the  piano  cases  for  the  Hallet  &  Davis 
Company,  and  during  his  residence  in  the  Bay 
State  was  twice  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  He 
came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1870,  and  thenceforward 
was  one  of  its  leading  citizens.  Forming  a  part- 
nership with  R.  F.  Lyon,  he  was  engaged  in  build- 
ing up  a  paper  mill  in  Plain  well,  which  was  known 
as  the  Commonwealth  Mills,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.     He  served  as  Alderman  of  Kalamazoo  and 


was  one  of  the  popular  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  the  community.  He  ranked  high  in  both 
business  and  social  circles.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Wheeler,  survived  her  husband 
about  two  years.  Their  daughter  became  the  wife 
of  the  Rev.  Kendall  Brooks,  who  for  years  was 
President  of  Kalamazoo  College  and  is  now  in 
Alma,  Mich. 

Mr.  Kauffer,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  was 
born  in  Methuen,  Mass.,  January  1,  1840,  and  is  a 
son  of  Francis  and  Eunice  (Page)  Kauffer.  Learn- 
ing the  foundry  business,  he  for  some  time  had 
charge  of  the  Gage  Works  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  or 
until  1872,  which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Kalamazoo.  He  here  became  connected  with  a  tin 
and  sheet-iron  company  and  ran  a  line  of  peddler 
wagons  until  1878.  The  two  succeeding  years  of 
his  life  were  passed  in  Colorado,  and  on  his  return 
to  Michigan  he  became  connected  with  his  uncle, 
Mr.  Page,  in  the  factory  of  which  he  is  now  the 
head.  He  has  bought  the  entire  plant  and  gives 
his  attention  exclusively  to  the  business. 

In  1871,  in  Manchester,  N.  IL,  Mr.  Kauffer  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Henrietta  St.  Clair,  a 
native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  unto 
them  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Nellie,  a  cultured 
young  lady  who  possesses  considerable  musical  and 
artistic  talent.  The  family  have  a  pleasant  home 
at  323  South  Rose  Street  and  are  well  and  favora- 
bly known  throughout  the  community,  their  friends 
being  many  in  Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Kauffer  is  a  straight- 
forward, upright,  business  man  and  is  meeting  with 
well-merited  success.  He  has  worked  his  way  stead- 
ily upward  and  has  now  a  handsome  competence. 


r^HERON  FRANCIS  GIDDINGS,  the  eflS- 
cient  and  honored  Clerk  of  the  City  of 
Kalamazoo,  was  born  December  25,  1843, 
in  Charleston,  this  county.  He  is  the  eldest  of 
three  children  born  to  Orrin  N.  and  Harriet  A 
(Cock)  Giddings.  (See  sketch  of  the  father,  to  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work.) 

In  1853,  when  ten  years   old,  the  father   of  our 
subject  brought  his   family  to  this  city  from  Au- 
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gusta,  and  it  was  here  that  he  received  his  educa- 
tion, taking  a  course  finally  in  the  Kalamazoo 
College.  In  1865,  our  subject  commenced  with  his 
father  as  assistant  in  the  State  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment of  Michigan,  in  Detroit,  and  thus  became 
familiar  with  the  details  of  the  office  and  made 
the  acquaintance  of  a  large  number  of  public  men 
of  the  State.  He  had,  prior  to  this,  served  three 
years  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor-General,  Emil 
Aneke,  at  Lansing.  His  knowledge  of  business 
matters  and  official  detail  eminently  fitted  him 
for  an  active  business  or  official  career.  After 
leaving  his  position  in  the  Quartermaster's  office, 
he  returned  to  Kalamazoo  City,  and,  having  the 
desire  to  "go  West,"  he  settled  among  the  peo- 
ple of  Kansas  and  opened  a  real-estate  office  at 
Topeka,  where  he  remained  with  varying  success 
for  some  time.  Not  realizing  the  fond  anticipa- 
tions hope  had  pictured  the  Western  plains  would 
develop,  he  decided  to  return  to  Michigan. 

Our  subject  again  came  to  Kalamazoo,  and  soon 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  adding  the 
manufacture  of  saddlery  and  harness,  hardware 
and  trunks,  and,  though  he  had  become  connected 
with  the  county  in  an  official  capacity,  he  held  his 
business  until  1885.  In  1875  he  was  elected  to 
the  responsible  position  of  Township  Treasurer, 
and  also  held  other  local  offices.  His  tempera- 
ment was  that  of  a  politician,  and,  being  a  man  of 
genal  character,  and  having  had  a  training  not 
usually  found  in  applicants  for  public  life,  he  was 
chosen,  in  1879,  County  Clerk  of  Kalamazoo  County 
by  the  Republican  party.  Proving  to  be  an  exceed- 
ingly popular  man  and  an  accommodating  official, 
he  was  repeatedly  elected  and  held  the  office  con- 
tinually for  twelve  years.  In  1890,  he  declined  a 
renomination  and  became  a  candidate  for  Auditor- 
General  of  the  State,  but,  being  caught  in  a  Demo- 
cratic landslide,  he  was  defeated.  His  services 
have  been  of  so  valuable  a  nature  that  January  1, 
1891,  he  was  unanimously  chosen  by  the  City 
Council  as  Clerk  of  the  City.  No  man  has  ever 
filled  a  clerical  i^osition  in  the  county  or  city  ad- 
ministration who  was  so  popular  with  the  people 
regardless  of  his  party  principles,  as  is  Mr.  Giddings. 
While  he  has  been  an  active  Republican  and  an 
ardent  campaigner,  lie  has  not  antagonized  people 


of  opposite  political  affiliations,  many  of  his 
warmest  friends  being  members  of  the  Democracy. 

On  June  1,  1891,  Mr.  Giddings  was  appointed 
by  the  United  States  Comptroller,  Receiver  of  the 
National  City  Bank  of  Marshall,  and  he  is  at 
present  engaged  in  closing  the  affairs  of  that  de- 
funct institution.  Possessing  an  attractive  person- 
ality that  draws  friends  to  him,  Mr.  Giddings 
has  become  identified  with  many  fraternal  asso- 
ciations, and  in  all  he  has  taken  an  active  part. 
He  has  filled  nearly  all  the  chairs  in  the  local 
bodies  of  the  Masonic  order  and  is  at  present 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  High  Chapter  of 
the  State.  He  is  also  Past  Commander  of  the 
Uniformed  Rank  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Giddings  was  united  in  marriage  on  January 

4,  1869,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Julia  E.  D'Ar- 
camble.     Mrs.  Giddings  is  a   daughter  of   Charles 

5.  and  Agnes  S.  D'Arcamble,  of  Kalamazoo.  By 
this  union,  four  children  have  been  born,  of  whom 
only  one  is  living,  a  daughter,  Bessie,  who  is  a 
lovely  young  lady  of  seventeen  summers,  and  a 
student  of  the  High  School  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Gid- 
dings is  an  active  member  of  society  and  is  found 
prominent  in  the  Ladies'  Society  and  in  doing 
Christian  charitable  work. 
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"^  ACOB  DOUGHTY,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
on  section  2,  Paw  Paw  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
^^_  N.  Y.,  June  3,  1826.  He  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Emeline  (Storms)  Doughty,  both  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  Our  subject  lived  in  New  York 
State  until  he  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  receiv- 
ing a  fair  common-school  education  in  a  Quaker 
school,  as  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Doughty,  was 
a  Quaker.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  April  1,  1800,  moved  from  New  York  to 
Hartford,  Ohio,  when  our  subject  was  eighteen 
years  old.  He  only  remained  in  Ohio  about  five 
years  when  he  returned  to  New  York,  residing 
there  but  one  winter.  The  family  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1849. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  twelve, 
the  two  younger  children  being  born  after  com- 
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ing  to  this  State.  Eleven  of  this  family  are 
now  living.  After  the  family  had  been  here  about 
one  year,  our  subject  returned  to  New  York  and 
attended  school  a  year  and  a  half,  at  a  Quaker 
school  in  Washington  Hollow.  The  father  at  one 
time  had  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
of  which  our  subject  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
twelve.  He  lives  in  the  same  house  in  which  his 
father  lived  before  him. 

Jacob  Doughty  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Hannah  Proal,  nee  Luce,  May  7,  1859.  Mrs. 
Doughty  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Rose  (Shel- 
don) Luce,  the  father  being  born  on  the  Mohawk 
River  of  mixed  Irish  and  English  ancestry,  and 
the  mother  being  born  in  Connecticut  of  good  old 
Yankee  stock.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  December  17,  1826.  Her 
parents  moved  to  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
when  she  was  but  ten  years  old,  and  she  was 
about  eighteen  when  she  married  John  E.  Proal,  by 
whom  she  had  three  children,  tw^o  still  living. 
Mary,  who  died  when  sixteen  years  old;  Alice,  the 
wife  of  Ricketson  Doughty,  the  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject. Her  son,  Henry  Drake  Proal,  lives  in  Luding- 
ton,  Mich.  Our  subject  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren :  Lottie  Louise,  the  wife  of  John  Clapp,  lives  in 
Paw  Paw  and  has  one  child ;  Linda  married  Erastus 
L.  Moe,  who  lives  in  Paw  Paw,  is  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  owns  eighty  acres  of  land;  they  have  two 
boys. 

Our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Doughty  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  at  one  time  he  was  gone  so  long- 
that  the  family  thought  he  had  been  killed,  but 
an  Indian  brought  word  that  he  was  still  alive. 
Her  grandfather,  Drake  Luce,  was  a  noted  and 
wealthy  man  of  New  Y^ork.  His  marriage  took 
place  in  New  York,  and  his  wife  was  a  Miss  O'Neal. 
Her  father  leased  the  land  for  ninety-nine  years 
years  on  which  Trinity  Church  now  stands.  It  is 
the  land  about  which  there  is  so  much  litigation  and 
Mrs.  Doughty  is  one  of  the  heirs.  Henry  Luce 
was  a  lawer  by  profession  when  in  New  York, 
and  on  coming  to  Michigan  bought  a  large  tract 
40 


of  land.  He  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
all  of  whom  came  to  Michigan.  Only  two  of  this 
family  now  survive,  Mrs.  Doughty ,  and  her  brother 
Zephahiah,  who  resides  in  Albion  and  is  a  poultry 
fancier. 


\fl  EROME  T.  COBB.  Perhaps  in  no  connec- 
tion is  Mr.  Cobb  so  widely  know  as  through 
his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  Grange.  For 
almost  a  score  of  years  he  occupied  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  State  Secretary  and  during 
the  greater  portion  of  that  time  he  was  editor  of 
the  Grange  Visitor.  So  efficient  were  his  services 
in  the  interest  of  this  organization  that,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  State  Grange  held  at  Lansing,  in 
December,  1891,  Ex-Go  v.  Luce  presented  him 
with  an  elegant  gold-headed  cane  as  a  token  of 
the  appreciation  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  regarded. 
The  reader  will  note  with  interest  his  portrait  on 
the  opposite  page  and  the  following  outlines  of  a 
life  of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  family  of  which  our  sub- 
ject is  a  member  originated  in  Wales.  They 
were  early  residents  of  Suffield,  Conn.,  where 
Grandfather  David  Cobb  passed  his  entire  life. 
His  son  Nathan  was  born  in  Tolland,  that  State, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  arriving  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  September  30,  1830,  when 
there  were  but  two  log  cabins  in  what  is  now  the 
city  of  Kalamazoo.  Settling  in  Schoolcraft  Town- 
ship, fie  entered  a  tract  of  land  northeast  of  the 
village.  In  his  native  State,  he  had  engaged  as  a 
manufacturer,  but  operated  as  a  farmer  in  Kalama- 
zoo County  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  14,  1833.  He  was  a  man  of  sturdy  and 
honorable  character,  and  although  he  resided  here 
only  a  few  years,  gained  a  high  place  in  the  es- 
teem of  his  fellow-pioneers.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Sally  Thompson,  was  born  in 
Goshen,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Schoolcraft  Township, 
February  4,  1865. 

The  fifth  among  eight  children,  Jerome  T.  was 
born  in  Goshen,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1821.  He  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of 
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1830,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  farm  which 
his  father  entered  from  the  Government.  It  re- 
mained his  home  until  he  removed  to  the  village 
of  Schoolcraft  in  1865,  and  here  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  Schoolcraft  Township,  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits  and  also  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  staves  and  heading  to  some  extent 
until  April,  1873,  when  he  accepted  the  respon- 
sible position  of  Secretary  of  the  State  Grange. 

During  the  years  which  intervened  until  Decem- 
ber, 1890,  Mr.  Cobb  gave  his  attention  w^iolly  to 
the  labors  of  the  Grange,  and  in  1876  assumed  the 
editorship  of  the  Grange  Visilnr^  which  he  con- 
ducted with  great  success  for  fourteen  years.  He 
has  also  been  closely  identified  with  the  political 
life  of  the  village  and  county,  serving  in  many 
positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  County 
Superintendent  of  the  Poor  for  a  period  of  about 
twenty-five  years;  Oil  Inspector  for  four  years 
under  Gov.  Luce;  and  County  Agent  for  twelve 
years;  also  Supervisor  of  Schoolcraft  Township 
several  terms,  and  occupied  other  township  offices. 
He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  casts 
his  ballot  according  to  his  best  judgment,  being  in 
reality  an  independent  Republican. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  first  married  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Julianne  Benton,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  only  one  of  whom 
survives:  William  B.,  who  is  now  Supervisor  of 
Schoolcraft  Township.  Mrs.  Julianne  Cobb  died 
September  20,  1850,  at  her  home  in  Schoolcraft 
Township.  Mr.  Cobb  contracted  a  second  matri- 
monial alliance,  April  22,  1852,  choosing  a^  his 
wife  Miss  Harriet  Felt,  who  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1829.  She  is  a  lady  of 
noble  character,  a  faithful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  presides  over  their 
beautiful  home  with  gracious  hospitalit3^ 

ON.  WILLIAM  J.  KIRBY,  of  Kalamazoo, 
was  born  in  Milf  ord,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
February  11,  1845.  His  parents  were  Wil- 
liam and  Jane  (Dickson)  Kirby,  both  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  State.  Samuel  Dickson,  his 
mother's  great-grandfather,  was  a  pioneer  of  Cherry 


Valley,  Otsego  County,  having  settled  there  as 
early  as  1745.  During  the  fearful  massacres  of  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  he  and  his  family  were 
identified  with  the  community  and  the  old  home- 
stead remained  in  the  possession  of  their  descend- 
ants until  quite  recently. 

When  William  Kirby  was  a  mere  boy,  his  parents 
returned  to  Cherry  Valley  and  he  was  reared  on 
the  old  Dickson  homestead.  When  he  reached  the 
age  of  fifteen,  he  entered  the  engineering  depart- 
ment of  Yale  College  and  spent  some  time  in  per- 
fecting himself  in  the  science  of  a  civil  engineer, 
after  which  he  was  employed  some  time  on  railroad 
surveys.  However,  he  soon  returned  to  the  old 
farm  at  Cherry  Valley,  it  coming  into  his  possession, 
and  engaged  in  farming  operations  there  until 
1876.  He  then  disposed  of  his  extensive  interests 
and  two  years  later  came  to  Michigan,  becoming 
identified  with  his  father-in-law,  Lewis  Haight,  in 
Pavilion  Township. 

Assuming  the  management  of  Mr.  Ilaight's  ex- 
tensive estate,  Mr.  Kirby  has  since  given  attention 
to  the  operations  of  that  large  farm  and  lias  secured 
the  highly-improved  place  formerly  owned  by  Sen- 
ator Waldbridge,  consisting  of  over  one  thousand 
acres.  Much  of  his  business  attention  is  devoted 
to  that  estate.  He  is  an  extensive  breeder  of  sheep 
and  a  successful  grower  of  wheat.  His  place  is 
well  adapted  to  miscellaneous  farming  and  being 
well  improved  with  splendidly-equipped  buildings, 
finely  watered  and  kept  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  of  the  count^^ 

In  1875  Mr.  Kirby  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Haight,  daughter  of  Lewis  Haight,  and  the  two 
families  have  been  closely  connected  ever  since.  The 
union  has  been  blessed  by  one  son:  Lewis  Haight, 
who  was  born  in  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  have 
erected  a  commodious  city  residence  at  No.  616  S. 
West  Street,  and  much  of  their  time  is  passed  in 
this  tastefully-furnished  and  cosy  home,  although 
the  farm  operations  are  given  personal  attention.. 

The  business  sagacity  and  ability  of  Mr.  Kirby 
have  been  recognized  by  his  fellow-townsmen  who 
elected  him  Township  Supervisor.  In  1887  he  was 
elected  as  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  party 
for  Representative  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  State 
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Legislature  and  his  service  during  that  session  was 
marked  by  a  display  of  good  sense  and  a  regard 
for  the  needs  of  his  constituents.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committees  on  Education  and  Agricul- 
tural Colleges.  His  mind  was  quick  to  grasp  the 
various  phases  that  important  questions  assumed 
and  his  opponents  found  in  him  a  keen,  ready  in- 
tellect and  a  debater  whose  points  were  made  in  a 
clear,  forcible  style,  giving  due  deference  to  the 
honest  opinions  of  others. 

Mr.  Kirby  is  not  an  unyielding  partisan,  but  a 
man  who  recognizes  merit  wherever  it  is  shown 
and  holds  the  position  that  it  is  better  to  yield  a 
point  when  the  principal  features  of  his  measure 
can  thus  be  carried,  rather  than  to  lose  it  all  by  an 
obstinate  and  unreasonable  persistency.  He  holds 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people  of  his  party 
and  no  citizen  of  the  county  is  held  in  higher 
estimation  by  all.  He  has  been  active  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Pavilion 
and  in  no  work  tending  to  advance  liis  neighbor- 
hood has  he  stood  back. 
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FRANKLIN  BO  WEN.  This  gentleman, 
who  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
May  2,  1819,  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  section  1,  Lawrence  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Lydia  (Snow)  Bowen,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  New  York.  The  father  died  in  Utica, 
that  State,  when  our  subject  was  but  two  years 
of  age.  The  parental  family  included  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  H.  Franklin  was  the  youngest.  The 
eldest  son,  Jared  W.,  died  in  New  York,  wlien 
forty^eight  years  of  age,  leaving  a  family  George 
W.,  the  third  child,  is  also  deceased,  passing  away 
in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.;  he  too  was  married. 

After  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  our  subject's 
mother  was  again  married,  this  time  to  E.  B.  Harris. 
H.  Franklin  made  his  home  with  her  until  reaching 
his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  started  out  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world  by  learning  the  carpen- 
ter's trade.  He  soon  abandoned  that  occupation, 
however,  and  engaged  to  work  on  the  Erie  Canal, 
beginning  as  driver  and  ending  as  a  Captain. 


August  27,  1843,  our  subject  and  Miss  Nancy  L. 
Hicks,  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  were  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Bowen  was  born  in  the  above- 
named  county,  July  7,  1823,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Barney  and  Jane  (Dyckman)  Hicks.  Her  father 
was  a  sailor,  but  it  is  not  known  in  what  State  he 
was  born;  the  mother  was  a  native  of  New  York. 
The  maternal  uncle  of  Mrs.  Bowen,  Evert  B.  Dyck- 
man, built  the  Dyckman  House  in  Paw  Paw.  After 
his  marriage,  our  subject  followed  the  canal  for  a 
twelvemonth,  and  in  the  spring  of  1845  came  to 
Michigan  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  25,  Arlington  Township.  There  they  re- 
mained for  about  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  they  moved  to  Pine  Grove  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  where  Mr.  Bowen  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  for  Judge  Dyckman,  and  was  the  sec- 
ond voter  in  that  township. 

H.  Franklin  Bowen  remained  in  Pine  Grove 
Township  for  five  years,  having  in  the  meantime 
disposed  of  his  farm  in  Arlington  Township.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  three 
miles  east  of  Paw  Paw,  now  known  as  the  Waite 
farm.  He  cleared  and  improved  sixtj^-five  acres 
of  that  tract,  erecting  a  house  and  barn  on  the 
place,  and  made  it  his  home  for  about  six 
years.  He  then  sold  out  his  interests  and,  return- 
ing to  New  York,  located  at  Syracuse,  expecting 
to  make  that  his  permanent  home.  One  year  was 
enough  of  the  East,  liowever,  and  again  making 
Michigan  his  abiding  place,  Mr.  Bowen  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Antwerp  Township,  upon 
whiclihe  remained  a  twelvemonth. 

In  1860,  our  subject  went  to  Law  ton  and  opened 
up  a  grocery  and  meat  market,  in  which  he  en- 
gaged one  year.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm, 
which  he  carried  on  for  a  like  period,  and  in  1865 
moved  to  South  Haven,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  livery  business.  For  three  years  he  ran  a  stage 
from  Lawrence  to  South  Haven,  carrying  the  mails. 
Then  disposing  of  his  livery  barn,  he  launched  out 
in  the  grocery  business,  operating  a  store  for  one 
and  one-half  years  and  later  trading  it  for  an  hotel 
in  South  Haven.  He  operated  as  "mine  host''  for 
two  years  and  a  half  and  then  traded  the  hotel 
for  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres,  which  is  his  present  home  and  on  to  which 


874 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


lie  moved  in  1872.  He  remained  there  for  the  fol- 
lowing ten  years,  when  he  sold  his  property  and 
bought  sixty  acres  in  Paw  Paw  Township,  upon 
which  he  lived  for  a  like  period  and  then  traded 
it  for  his  present  farm. 

Three  children  have  been  granted  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bowen:  Mertice  E.,  who  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  26,  1844,  married  Allen 
Harwick,  a  farmer  of  Antwerp  Township,  Van 
Buren  County  and  has  three  children.  George  W. 
was  born  in  Arlington  Township,  Van  Buren 
County,  June  25,  1846,  is  married,  has  one  child 
and  carries  on  a  farm  near  St.  Cloud,  Minn. 
Chauncy  L.,  the  third  child,  was  born  October 
22,  1862;  he  married  Carrie  H.,  daughter  of  Eras- 
tus  and  Jennie  (Pierson)  Cash,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Chauncy  L. 
Bowen  was  born  in  Paw  Paw,  May  24,  1865,  and 
has  borne  her  husband  two  children :  Harry ,who  was 
born  in  Paw  Paw,  November  18,  1886,  and  Bessie 
M.,  also  born  in  Paw  Paw,  December  27,  1887. 

Mr.  Bowen  in  early  life  was  a  Whig  and  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison.  He 
later,  however,  became  a  Douglas  Democrat,  and 
still  later  a  Greenbacker  and  is  now  a  Prohibition- 
ist. In  Arlington  Township,  he  served  as  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  while  in  Pine  Grove  Town- 
ship was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  being  one  of 
the  first  two  elected  at  Lawton.  He  has  been  Con- 
stable and  Marshal  of  South  Haven  and  with  his 
wife  has  been  a  member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist 
Church  since  1876,  in  which  body  he  is  a  Deacon. 
He  is  a  Mason  and  holds  membership  at  Lawrence. 


♦^*^^♦_ 


^j 


AM  M.  BERRY,  a  retired  real  estate 
dealer  of  Kalamazoo,  and  one  of  the  well 
and  favorably  known  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, claims  New  Jersey  as  the  State  of 
his  nativity.  He  was  born  March  12,  1820,  in 
Morris  County,  and  is  a  son  of  Martin  S.  Berry 
who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1788.  He  followed 
farming  throughout  his  life  and  died  in  1826.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Berry,  was  of  Hol- 
land descent,  about  five  generatipns  remote,  and  the 


family  for  long  years  had  resided  upon  one  farm. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sophia  Terhune,  was  born  June  11,  1788,  in  New 
Jersey  and  her  father,  Albert  Terhune,  was  also  of 
Holland  lineage.  After  the  death  of  her  husband, 
she  removed  with  her  family  to  New  York  in  1837, 
locating  in  Orleans  County  upon  a  farm,  where 
her  death  occurred  February  1,  1838.  The  family 
numbered  seven  children,  six  of  whom,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  grew  to  mature  years. 

Mr.  Berry,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  was 
the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited,  being  only  those  afforded  by 
the  common  schools.  His  mother  and  older  brother 
died  within  six  weeks  of  each  other  and  the  care 
of  the  family  then  devolved  upon  him.  He  oper- 
ated the  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  con- 
tinuing its  cultivation  until  1850,  when  he  removed 
to  the  village  of  Linden  well,  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  farm.  He  there  made  his  home  un- 
til 1857,  when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  West,  and  the  young  but  rapidly  growing  city 
of  Chicago  was  chosen  as  a  favorable  location. 
There  he  resided  for  five  years,  devoting  his  time 
and  energies  to  the  real-estate  business  and  money 
loaning.  We  next  find  him  a  resident  of  Joliet, 
111.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  the  spring 
of  1865,  when  he  made  a  visit  to  the  old  home  in 
the  East.  It  was  a  pleasant  trip,  spent  in  visiting 
the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  renewing  acquaint- 
ance with  many  old  friends. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Berry  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  McKennan,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Richfield  Springs,  and  a  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  McKennan.  Unto  them  have  been  born 
six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Charles  A.  and  Arthur  H.  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors, the  latter  being  yet  a  student.  The  family 
attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  the 
mother  and  her  son  Arthur  are  members.  Mr. 
Berry,  although  not  a  member,  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor to  the  church  and  to  all  other  interests 
calculated  to  benefit  or  upbuild  the  community. 
The  son  Charles,  who  was  born  in  1860,  died  in 
1885,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  yeai^s. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Burnham  &  Root,  of  Chicago. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


875 


Mr.  Berry  returned  to  the  West  in  the  spring  of 
1866,  and  this  time  chose  Kalamazoo  as  the  scene 
of  his  future  labors.  For  some  time  he  was  en- 
gSLged  in  loaning  money  and  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness but  IS  now  living  a  retired  life,  having  by  his 
labor  in  former  years  acquired  a  competency  which 
now  enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares.  In 
1870,  he  built  his  fine  residence  at  No.  416  South 
West  Street.  He  also  owns  a  three-story  brick 
block  which  he  erected  in  1880,  together  with  a 
good  farm  of  forty  acres  well  improved.  His  suc- 
cess in  business  is  due  to  his  own  enterprise,  in- 
dustry and  good  management  and  is  therefore  well 
deserved. 


^jf^^RANK  C.  MYERS,  M.  D.,  of  Kalamazoo,  is 
l^g)  one  of  the  native-born  citizens  of  this 
1^  State,  who  have  contributed  their  enter- 
prise and  business  sagacity  ai  well  as  professional 
skill  to  improve  the  moral,  educational  and  religi- 
ous status  of  mankind  and  to  alleviate  the  ills  to 
which  humanity  is  heir.  His  office  is  conveniently 
located  in  the  Chase  Block  and  consists  of  a  pleas- 
ant suite  of  rooms,  well  equipped  with  the  various 
appliances  of  the  healing  art. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  Rev.  W.  H.  H. 
Myers,  a  pioneer  minister  of  Van  Buren  County, 
who  settled  in  Bloom ingdale  Township  as  a  mis- 
sionary and  preached  in  the  first  church  erected  in 
raw  Paw.  His  death  occurred  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War;  his  wddow,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Betsey  Herron,  still  lives  in  Gobleville,  and  at 
an  advanced  age  retains  full  possession  of  her  men- 
tal faculties. 

In  Bloomingdale  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
our  subject  was  born  April  29,  1856.  He  is  the 
sixth  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  survive — 
all  sons — the  most  of  them  residing  in  Gobleville. 
On  the  homestead  of  his  father,  Frank  C.  was 
reared  to  manhood,  meanwhile  attending  the  High 
School  in  Gobleville  and  assisting  in  the  farm  work 
during  the  summer  season.  Having  resolved  upon 
undertaking  a  professional  career,  he  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  A.  E.  Bulson,  of  Gobleville,  and  in 
1879,  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State 


University  •  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduating  with  the 
Class  of  '83.  Since  that  time  he  has  taken  a  cleri- 
cal course  at  the  Chicago  Polytechnic  by  his 
own  efforts — m  other  words,  he  worked  his  way 
through,  paying  all  the  expenses  of  his  education 
himself,  with  the  exception  of  $250  received  as  his 
share  of  the  estate. 

Besides  the  regular  studies  of  the  course,  the 
3^oung  Doctor  devoted  special  attention  to  elec- 
tricity and  upon  receiving  his  diploma,  located,  in 
1883,  near  Ludington,  a  little  town  on  the  Flint 
and  Pere  Marquette  Railroud,  going  thence  to 
Oshtemo  and  later  to  Grand  Rapids.  He  returned 
from  that  city  to  Oshtemo,  where  he  remained  six 
years,  or  until  the  fall  of  1888,  when  he  located  in 
Kalamazoo.  He  has  established  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice,  the  demands  of  which  are  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  in  addition  he  retains  many 
of  his  former  patients  in  Oshtemo. 

April  20,  1887,  the  Doctor  was  married  in  Osh- 
temo to  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  W.  C.  and  Mary 
(Kempsey)  Wilde,  of  Oshtemo,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Bessie  and  Rheta.  Mrs. 
Myers  is  a  lady  of  superior  education  and  for 
about  four  years  followed  the  profession  of  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools.  She  is  also  a  musician 
of  great  skill  and  unusual  ability,  and  has  taught 
music.  Religiously,  the  membership  of  the  family 
is  in  the  Baptist  Church.  Both  the  Doctor  and  his 
wife  have  taken  the  Chautauqua  literary  and  scien- 
tific course,  in  which  they  are  graduates.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Republican,  and  interested  in  all 
public  measures  for  the  welfare  of  the  citizens  of 
Kalamazoo. 


^T^DWIN  W.  DeYOE.  In  all  the  cities,  we 
IW)  find  citizens  whose  business  precepts  teach 
j[' — ^  a  conservatism  which  is  too  often  a  clog  to 
progress,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  meet  with  gen 
tlemen  whose  energies  and  abilities  are  directed  not 
only  to  the  accumulation  of  individual  wealth,  but 
also  to  the  development  of  the  city's  resouj'ces,  the 
welfare  of  its  citizens  and  the  furtherance  of  its 
interests.     Among  the  latter  class  in    the   city    of 
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Kalamazoo,  prominent  mention  belongs  to  Mr. 
DeYoe,  who  has  for  many  years  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  real-estate,  loan,  insurance,  claims 
and  collection  business. 

Born  at  Waterloo,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1835,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Hetta  (Clute)  DeYoe.  His  father  was  born 
in  Balston,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1796,  of 
Huguenot  ancestry,  and  his  mother  was  born  in 
Waterford,  Saratoga  County,  the  same  State,  in 
1799,  being  a  descendant  of  good  old  Knicker- 
bocker ancestors.  Grandfather  Gradus  Clute,  in 
company  with  Stephen  YanRensselaer,  organized 
and  conducted  successfully  the  first  bank  in  Albany, 
and  was  also  an  extensive  landowner. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Israel 
DeYoe,  resided  for  many  years  in  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  prominently  connected  with  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church.  His  wife,  Ruth  Hall, 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  came  of  Pur- 
itan stock.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  blood  of 
worthy  and  patriotic  ancestors  flows  in  the  veins 
of  Edwin  W.  DeYoe,  whose  life  has  been  such  as 
to  reflect  and  add  lustre  on  the  honored  name  he 
bears  and  who  inherits  from  his  forefathers  qual- 
ities of  thrift,  perseverance  and  integrity. 

After  attending  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  our  subject  entered  Waterloo  Aca- 
demy, where  his  education  was  still  further  ad- 
vanced. Upon  starting  out  to  earn  his  own  living 
in  1849,  he  became  salesman  in  a  wholesale  and  re- 
tail confectionery  establishment,  but  in  the  follow- 
ing year  he  re-entered  the  academy,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  preparatory  course  for  Hobert  College, 
and  two  years  later  became  a  student  in  the  Gen- 
eva Grammar  School.  In  the  spring  of  1863,  he 
followed  the  "Star  of  Empire''  as  far  West  as  Kal- 
amazoo, arriving  here  June  1,  and  on  the  same 
day  entered  the  United  States  service  as  Deputy- 
Postmaster  under  his  brother,  William  H.,  the 
Postmaster. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  office,  April  1, 
1861,  Mr.  DeYoe  established  himself  in  business 
as  a  general  real-estate,  claims,  collecting  and  in- 
surance agent,  in  which  he  has  become  widely  and 
honorably  known.  While  giving  to  his  business 
his  close  attention,  he  nevertheless   takes  consid- 


erable interest  in  public  affairs  and  is  a  stanch  ad- 
herent of  the  principles  of  the  Democrat  party. 
His  fellow-citizens  have  called  him  to  many  offices 
and  he  has  invariably  served  with  efficiency  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all. 

In  1861  and  1869,  Mr.  DeYoe  was  Township 
Clerk;  in  1870,  Village  Clerk;  in  1878,  Trustee 
and  Chairman  of  Committees  on  Finance  and 
Claims;  in  1883,  President  of  the  village;  in  1885, 
Mayor  of  the  city.  This  was  a  town  of  Repub- 
lican politics  by  a  large  majority,  and  he  was  the 
favorite  nominee  of  his  party-the  Democratic- 
and  though  often  beaten,  defeat  never  diminished 
his  popularity  or  hurt  his  feelings.  He  was  de- 
feated for  the  Legislature,  both  for  Representative 
and  Senator,  although  he  made  a  close  run  each 
time,  fighting  the  political  battle  of  the  campaign 
against  superhuman  effort  and  odds,  including 
barrels  of  money.  "Ed,''  as  he  is  familiarly 
called  by  his  friend|,  is  in  constant  demand  in 
social  circles  and  has  joined  all  the  secret  orders 
except  the  Ku-klux  and  Sons  of  Malta. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  DeYoe  to  Miss  Harriet  P. 
Freeman  occurred  at  Grace  Episcopal  Church, 
Sandusky  City,  Ohio,  January  9,  1862.  Mrs. 
DeYoe  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  L.  U, 
Freeman,  former  rector  of  St.  Luke's  and  St.  John's 
Churches,  Kalamazoo.  Two  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union,  a  daughter,  Lillian  G.,  and  a 
son,  William  M.,  the  latter  being  a  partner  in  bus- 
iness with  his  father.  Mr.  DeYoe  is  a  thorough 
believer  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Apostolic  Succession, 
is  an  active  member  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  for  about  twenty  years  a  Warden  and 
Vestryman  of  the  old  St.  John's  Church,  of  Kal- 
amazoo. 


"^l  ONATHAN  ELIJAH  GOBLE,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
on  section  34,  Decatur  Township,  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
families  of  Van  Buren  County.  In  fact,  his  grand- 
father, Elijah  Goble,  was  the  first  white  man,  as  far 
as  is  known,  to  set  foot  on  Van  Buren  County 
soil.     He  was  born  eight  miles  north  of  the  city  of 
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Cincinnati,  in  the  year  1805,  and  was  of  Holland 
lineage,  his  parents,  natives  of  Holland,  having 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  the  last  century,  locat- 
ing in  Morristown,  N.  J.,  from  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  in  1801.  With  their  family,  they 
removed  to  Preble  County,  that  State,  in  1818,  and 
two  years  later  became  residents  of  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  where  Elijah  Goble  remained  until 
his  emigration  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in 
1828.  Accompanied  by  Jonathan  Goble,  he  made 
a  tour  of  inspection  over  the  State.  In  the  spring 
of  1829,  he  returned  and  made  a  location  on  Lit- 
tle Prairie  Ronde.  The  entire  county  was  then 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  but  the  same  year  several 
other  families  moved  to  this  locality,  and  our  pio- 
neer was  not  long  left  alone.  In  September,  1834, 
he  married  Eliza  Tittle,  who  died  several  years  ago. 
Mr.  Goble  kept  a  hotel  at  Charleston  for  twenty 
years  and  did  a  good  business,  for  Charleston  was 
a  stage  station  during  half  of  that  period.  He  is 
still  living,  his  home  being  in  Lawrence  Township, 
and  many  thrilling  and  interesting  incidents  can 
he  relate  of  the  pioneer  days  of  Van  Buren  County, 
when  the  Indians  were  far  more  numerous  than 
the  white  settlers,  and  wild  annnals  made  it  often 
unsafe  to  venture  forth. 

Isaac  Goble,  father  of  our  subject,  and  a  son  of 
this  honored  pioneer,  was  born  in  Charleston, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  amid  the  wild  scenes  of 
frontier  life  was  reared  to  manhood.  When  a 
young  man,  he  engaged  in  teaching  penmanship, 
but  made  farming  his  principal  occupation  through 
life.  He  married  his  cousin,  Elizabeth  A.  Goble, 
who  still  survives  him,  and  is  residing  in  Decatur. 
His  death  occurred  m  1861. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  child  born  unto  this 
worthy  couple.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  of  day  on  his  father's  farm,  December  14, 
1859,  and  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed.  He 
besan  his  education  in  the  common  district  school, 
and  completed  it  by  his  graduation  from  Shaws 
School,  in  Decatur  Township.  Until  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  he  aided  in  the  operation  of  his  fath- 
er's farm  and  engaged  in  running  a  threshing 
machine.  He  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  all  of  wliich  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 


tion and  highly  improved,  the  well-tilled  fields 
giving  evidence  of  the  supervision  of  a  careful 
manager  who  thoroughly  understands  his  busines 
in  all  its  details. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1888,  Mr.  Goble  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Gladys  Zimmerman,  daughter 
of  John  Zimmerman,  and  a  native  of  Cass  County, 
Mich.  She  was  born  in  1867,  and  after  a  short 
wedded  life  of  about  three  months,  died  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1889.  Her  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  m  the  cemetery  at  Charleston.  Mr.  Goble  is  a 
wide-awake  and  industrious  3"0Ung  farmer  of  good 
business  ability,  and  is  making  his  life  a  successful 
one.  He  has  traveled  considerably,  especially  in 
the  West.  This  has  had  its  part  in  making  him  the 
interesting  companion  and  agreeable  conversation- 
alist that  he  is  known  to  be. 


^^p^EORGE  REESE.  A  life  well  spent  and  du- 
ll ties  well  performed  deserve  a  serene  and 
^^^1  happy  recess  in  the  afternoon  of  life,  pre- 
paratory to  the  greater  activity  to  begin  in  the 
other  dawning.  Our  subject  has  retired  from  the 
active  labor  of  life,  having  for  years  been  a  suc- 
cessful business  man  in  Kalamazoo.  He  has  a 
beautiful  home  at  No.  430  E.  South  Street,  where 
he  is  enjoying  to  the  full  the  results  of  his  early 
economy  and  industry. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  western 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  October  23,  1814,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Wagner)  Reese,  na- 
tives of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  as  was  also  his  paternal  grandfather. 
George  Reese  remained  in  his  native  county  until 
reaching  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  went  to  On- 
ondaga County,  and  near  Syracuse  was  employed 
on  a  farm  for  about  three  years. 

When  twent3^-three  years  of  age,  our  subject  and 
Miss  Eve  Bort  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Reese  was  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  and 
after  marriage  resided  with  her  husband  on  a  farm 
in  Onondaga  County  which  was  her  property. 
They  continued  to  make  that  their  abiding-place 
until  1854,  when   they    came    west  to  Kalamazoo, 
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where  Mr.  Reese  engaged  in  the  livery  business. 
After  being  thus  engaged  for  three  years,  he  sold 
out  and  opened  up  a  restaurant  which  he  con- 
ducted for  two  years.  He  later  engaged  to  work 
in  a  livery  stable  by  the  month,  and  was  so  em- 
ployed two  years,  when  he  rented  the  barn  and  es- 
tablished a  feed  business.  He  suffered  the  loss 
of  his  barn  by  fire  two  years  later,  losing  all  his 
earthly  possessions. 

Mr.  Reese  entered  into  partnership  with  Albert 
Board  man  in  the  hack  and  'bus  business.  They  op- 
erated together  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  our  subject  purchased  the  interest 
of  his  partner  and  continued  alone  until  March, 
1890,  when  he  sold  the  '4ine"  in  which  he  had  in- 
vested $6,500.  Since  then  he  has  erected  the 
Reese  Terrace  on  Pitcher  Street.  It  includes  four  de- 
partments, and  cost  15,000.  His  residence  is  loca- 
ted at  the  corner  of  Pitcher  and  South  Streets  and 
is  furnished  throughout  in  a  comfortable  manner. 

Mrs.  Reese  died  January  14,  1888.  Their  family 
consisted  of  Margaret,  who  married  Albert  Board- 
man  and  is  now  deceased ;  Nancy  C.  is  living  at  home 
with  her  father.  In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  has  held  the  position  of  Alderman.  He 
was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  two  broth- 
ers and  two  sisters  of  whom  are  living,  but  Mr. 
Reese  is  the  only  one  who  makes  his  home  in  Kal- 
amazoo. Adam  Reese,  his  brother,  accompanied 
him  on  his  removal  to  this  place,  but  died  a  few 
years  later.  Mr.  Reese  is  a  well-preserved  old 
gentleman  and  takes  life  easy,  having  a  good 
income. 


\fl  EANDER  SIMMONS,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  fesiding  on  section  3,  Pine  Grove 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  is  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  (Beeman)  Simmons,  natives  of 
New  Jersey  and  Canada,  respectively.  The  father 
removed  to  Canada  when  a  young  man,  and  was 
there  married.  In  the  fall  of  1842,  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  Gun  Plains  Township,  and,  af- 
ter remaining  there  a  short  time,  removed  to  Cooper 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  settled  on  one 


hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  of  partly  improved 
land.  The  father  met  his  death  in  a  tornado,  April 
6,  1882,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  The  good  mother, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  still  lives  on  the 
homestead,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
county.  Of  her  three  children,  two  are  now  living. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  her  husband  had  served  as  Steward  and 
Class-leader. 

Our  subject  is  the  first-born  of  the  family,  hav- 
ing had  his  birth  January  29,  1840,  in  Canada,  com- 
ing to  Michigan  when  an  infant.  He  received  a 
good  district-school  education,  and  remained  at 
home  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  has  always 
carried  on  farming,  and  in  April  27,  1863,  came  to 
this  county  and  located  on  his  present  farm.  It 
was  then  a  dense  forest,  and  no  roads  opened  to 
his  place.  He  ejected  a  little  board  shanty,  and 
was  a  bachelor  for  several  years.  For  six  long 
weeks  he  never  saw  a  human  being.  The  woods 
were  infested  with  wild  animals  of  all  kind,  and 
Indians  were  plentiful. 

October  27,  1866,  is  the  date  on  which  Leander 
Simmons  took  as  his  life  companion  Miss  Margaret 
Hazen,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Gilbert) 
Hazen,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Canada,  respec- 
tively. The  parents  were  married  in  the  latter 
place,  and  lived  there  the  remainder  of  their  daj^s, 
she  dying  in  1854,  and  he  in  1857.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  six  now  living.  Mrs.  Sim- 
mons was  born  January  28,  1844,  in  Canada,  and 
received  a  district-school  education  there. 

Mr.  Simmons  has  three  hundred  and  eight  acres 
in  this  township,  and  sixty-four  in  Cooper  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County.  He  has  cleared  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  stumped,  stoned  and  fenced  it,  and 
erected  his  handsome  residence  in  1887,  at  a  cost 
of  $3,200.  The  place  is  also  adorned  with  sub 
stantial  and  neat  outbuildings.  He  carries  on 
mixed  farming,  and  has  interested  himself  in  the 
raising  of  Spanish  Merino  sheep.  He  has  some  fine 
specimens  now  among  his  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  head,  and  bears  a  good  reputation  for  fine  sheep. 
In  horses  he  has  some  fine  roadsters  of  the  Wilkes 
and  Noble  families.  The  cattle  are  of  the  Red- 
polled  and  Devonshire  breeds. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have   had 
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born  to  them  four  children:  Elgy,  Arthur,  Elmer 
and  Mary.  The  two  oldest  ones  are  students  at 
Parsons'  Business  College  at  Kalamazoo.  The  oth- 
ers are  attending  the  district  school  here.  Mr. 
Simmons  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
nearly  all  the  time  he  has  lived  here,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  has  served  as  High- 
way Commissioner  and  Township  School  Inspector. 
He  has  been  a  candidate  for  Supervisor  repeatedly, 
but  as  there  was  a  Democratic  majority  in  the 
township,  he  was  never  elected.  The  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Simmons,  Col.  Isaac  Gilbert,  of  the  British 
army,  who  was  stationed  in  Norfolk  County, 
Canada,  was  connected  with  military  affairs 
for  over  forty  years,  and  was  one  of  the  finest  drill 
masters  in  the  British  army.  He  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years, 
leaving  a  widow  and  fivQ  children.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Beemer  Simmons,  died  at  Lundy's 
Lane  in  the  War  of  1812.  Our  subject's  father 
walked  one  day  from  7  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.,  a  distance 
of  seventy-five  miles,  by  the  Queen's  survey.  Next 
day  he  was  feeling  as  well  as  ever.  He  was  a  very 
powerful  man  physically.  The  maternal  great- 
grandfather was  William  Gilbert,  his  wife  being 
Mary  (Rowland)  Gilbert,  both  natives  of  England, 
who  emigrated  to  Nova  Scotia,  then  Lower  Canada, 
and  their  remains  lie  buried  there.  The  grand- 
mother's people  were  from  Germany. 

lURRILL  A.  OLNEY.  For  the  following 
genealogy  of  the  Olney  family  we  are  in- 
f^)))l,'  (^ebted  to  James  H.  Olney,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.  From  what  has  been  gathered  across 
the  seas,  it  appears  that  the  name  has  a  Saxon  ori- 
gin. It  was  in  existence  very  early  in  the  ninth 
century,  and  was  probably  derived  from  the  local 
surroundings  of  the  place  where  the  family  lived. 
By  others  it  is  claimed  that  the  first  bearing  the 
name  was  Rogerus,  or  Richard,  DeOlney,  who  came 
from  Normandy  with  William  the  Conqueror,  in 
1066,  and  after  the  conquest  of  England,  with  a 
number  of  others,  became  permanent  occupants  of 
the  soil.  The  name  appears  in  the  Doomsdaj^  Book, 
which  describes  the  apportionment  of  land  to  the 


followers  of  the  Conqueror.  To  some  future  anti- 
quarian is  left  the  labor  of  deciding  to  a  certainty 
the  true  origin,  the  family  meanwhile  being  content 
to  be  descended  from  the  sturdy  stock  of  old 
England,  whether  it  be  Saxon,  Norman,  or  both. 

The  first  representative  of  the  family  in  America 
was  Thomas  Olney,  who  was  born  in  Hertford, 
Hertfordshire,  England,  a  city  that  formed  part  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Albans,  the  seat  of  one  of  the 
most  ancient  monasteries  and  long  celebrated  in 
English  history  as  the  center  of  spiritual  influence. 
Of  his  early  life  nothing  is  known.  He  received 
a  permit  to  emigrate  to  New  England,  April  2, 
1635,  and  came  to  Salem,  Mass.,  in  the  ship 
"Planter."  He  was  appointed  a  surveyor  in  Janu- 
ary, 1636,  and  granted  forty  acres  of  land  at  Jef- 
ferey  Creek,  now  known  as  Manchester,  near  Salem. 
During  the  same  year,  he  was  made  a  freeman  and 
early  associated  with  those  who  accepted  the  pecu- 
liar views  of  Roger  Williams.  With  a  number  of 
others,  he  was  excluded  from  the  colony  March  12, 
1638. 

However,  prior  to  that  event,  Mr.  Olney,  with 
others,  visited  Narragansett  Bay,  seeking  some 
place  where  they  might  live  outside  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Colony  and  had  decided 
upon  the  west  side  of  the  Seekonk  river.  Accord- 
ingly with  eleven  others,  a  new  settlement  was 
formed  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  which  they  named 
Providence,  in  remembrance  of  their  deliverance 
from  their  enemies.  They  thus  became  the  thirteen 
original  proprietors  of  Providence,  having  pur- 
chased their  rights  from  the  Indians  in  July,  1639. 
His  prominence  in  the  colony  is  shown  by  the 
various  duties  he  was  called  upon  to  perform.  In 
1638,  he  was  chosen  the  first  Treasurer;  in  1647,  was 
made  Commissioner  to  form  a  town  government; 
the  following  year  was  appointed  Assistant  for 
Providence  and  held  that  office  almost  continuously 
until  1663.  In  1655,  with  Roger  Williams  and 
Thomas  Harris,  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Jus- 
tice's Court,  and  in  the  ensuing  year  was  appointed 
to  treat  with  Massachusetts  Bay  about  the  Paw- 
tuxet  lands.  In  1663,  his  name  appears  among  the 
grantees  of  the  Royal  Charter  of  Charles  II,  and 
in  the  same  year  he  was  chosen  Assistant  under  the 
new  charter. 
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The  next  in  order  was  Epenetiis,  who  was  born 
in  England  in  1634,  and  was,  probably  less  than 
one  year  old  when  brought  to  this  country.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Whipple,  March 
9,  1666,  and  died  June  3,  1698.  Though  not  so 
j^rominent  in  public  matters  as  his  older  brother, 
yet  we  tind  him  an  active  member  of  the  little 
colony,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  administration 
of  its  affairs,  and  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Col- 
onial Assembly  and  of  the  Town  Council. 

John,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  was  born  in 
1678,  and  married  Rachel  Coggeshall,  August  11, 
1699.  His  home  was  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  where  he 
died  November  9, 1754.  Following  John,  was  Ne- 
debiah,  born  February  10,  1714.  He  married  Nan- 
cy or  Marcy  Davis,  and  moved  to  New  York 
State  about  1760  or  1762.  Of  his  children  but  little 
has  been  learned,  although  it  appears  there  was  a 
large  family. 

The  next  in  order  was  Nedebiah,  who  was  born 
about  1746,  married  Susan  Brown,  and  died  in 
1829.  With  his  father,  he  went  to  New  York  State 
as  early  as  1762  or  1763.  With  forty  others,  he 
was  captured  by  the  Indians,  carried  to  the  border 
of  the  Ohio  River,  and  subjected  to  every  torture 
from  their  inhuman  captors,  such  as  running  the 
gauntlet,  etc.  From  their  sufferings  all  perished,  ex- 
cept young  Olney  and  one  other,  and  they  were 
adopted  by  the  Chief's  wife.  After  several  years' 
captivity,  they  made  their  escape  and  found  their 
way  back  through  the  wilderness  to  their  homes. 
While  among  the  Indians,  Nedebiah  Olney  acquired 
what  was  then  called  the  "black  art"  and  in  after 
years  he  occasionally  gave  specimens  of  the  science, 
to  the  great  wonder  and  amusement  of  his  friends. 

The  lineage  is  traced  next  to  Davis,  who  was 
born  December  7,  1777,  and  married  Olive  Rowe, 
December  31,  1806.  His  home  was  in  New  York 
State,  and  he  died  October  14,  1868.  Following 
him  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Burrill  A.,  who 
was  born  February  18,  1812,  married  Elvira  Ely, 
August  2,  1827,  and  died  August  26,  1888.  He 
resided  in  Hartford,  Mich.,  and  was  extensively 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  from  which  he  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune.  He  was  born  in  the 
Township  of  Rutland,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  parents  during  his  youth. 


By  working  out  and  saving  what  he  earned,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four,  he  had  bought  and  paid  for 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section 
33,  in  the  township  of  Hartford,  this  State,  at  the 
Government  price  of  $1.25  per  acre. 

At  that  time  there  was  no  township  of  Hartford, 
the  territory  of  Keeler  and  Hartford  not  having 
been  divided  and  all  being  known  as  Keeler.  When 
the  division  was  made,  the  naming  of  the  new  town- 
ship was  left  to  one  Ferdino  Olds,  who  called  it 
Hartland,  but  that  name  was  rejected  on  account 
of  another  township  of  the  same  name  in  the 
State.  As  a  compromise,  Mr.  Olney  gave  the 
township  the  present  name  of  Hartford.  He  had 
trusted  the  locating  of  his  land  to  others  and  did 
not  know  the  nature  of  the  property  until  he  came 
West  to  investigate  it.  He  arrived  March  14,  1837,. 
in  company  with  James  Spinnings  and  Thomas 
Conklin,  but  fortune  seemed  inclined  his  way,  when 
he  found  his  land  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  wilder- 
ness, and  it  proved  to  be  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  Southern  Michigan's  best  soil. 

With  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Spinnings,  our  sub- 
ject built  a  log  shanty,  chopped,  cleared  and 
planted  with  corn  and  potatoes  six  acres,  by  June 
1.  He  returned  to  the  Empire  State  in  the  month 
of  June  and  remained  until  his  marriage  in  August, 
when  he  brought  his  bride  to  their  future  home, 
arriving  in  September.  The  first  year  they  lived 
in  a  log  shanty  covered  with  a  bark  roof,  doing 
the  cooking  without  a  stove  and  enduring  all  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life.  Their  finances  had 
been  depleted  by  their  Westward  journey,  until 
Mr.  Olney  had  only  $1.25  and  his  wife  about  $7, 
which,  with  a  little  credit,  secured  the  first  cow. 
The  farming  was  done  by  hand  labor  until  1838, 
when  a  pair  of  oxen  was  purchased. 

During  much  of  the  first  summer  here,  Mr.  Oluey, 
with  Mr.  Spinnings,  worked  out  in  Little  Prairie 
Ronde,  twenty  miles  distant,  leaving  Mrs.  Olney 
alone  in  the  little  cabin  in  the  woods,  and  to  her 
bravery,  economy  and  enterprise,  much  of  their 
success  was  due.  At  night  wolves  would  howl 
about  the  house  and  during  the  day  numerous 
Indians,  of  the  Pottawatomie  tribe,  would  come  to 
the  windows  and  look  in,  but  they  were  friendly 
and   were   never  known  to  commit  any  depreda- 
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tions.  It  required  the  efforts  of  men  and  women 
of  no  small  energy  to  go  into  such  a  country  and 
brave  the  privations  of  pioneer  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olney  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Davis,  who  resides  at  Luding- 
ton,  Mich.;  Luman  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years;  Lodema  O.,  wife  of  D.  W.  Gooden- 
ough,  of  Ludmgton;  Horace  M.,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  below;  and  Isidore,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years.  Mr.  Olney  lived  on  his  farm  until 
1862,  and  at  that  time  had  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property.  He  was  the  first  Township  Clerk 
of  Hartford,  served  as  Supervisor,  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  many  3xars  in  succession.  His  coun- 
sel was  sought  by  his  neighbors  and  his  sound 
judgment  on  all  questions  was  remarkable.  Up  to 
1862,  his  whole  energj^  had  been  exerted  in  chang- 
ing his  land  from  a  wilderness  into  a  productive 
farm.  In  the  spring  of  that  year,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  \¥atervliet,  Mich.,  engaging  there  in 
the  lumbering  and  milling  business,  in  company 
with  I.  N.  Swain  and  G.  M.  Fisher,  of  Detroit, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Swain,  Olney  &  Fisher. 

Two  years  thereafter,  the  firm  was  succeeded  by 
Swain,  Olney  &  Co.,  Mr.  Fisher  retiring  and  George 
Parsons  and  W.  M.  Baldwin  entering  the  new  firm. 
Mr.  Olney  still  superintended  operations  on  his  old 
farm,  as  well  as  several  others  which  he  had  ac- 
quired, in  addition  to  which  he  was  interested  in 
an  extensive  mercantile  business  and  superintended 
the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  flour-  In  later 
years,  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  purchase 
of  grain,  wool  and  live  stock.  He  made  Water- 
vliet  his  home  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to 
Chicago  and  there  made  a  large  purchase  of  real 
estate.  A  short  time  prior  to  his  decease,  lie  again 
took  up  his  residence  at  the  old  farm  and  thence 
quietly  passed  to  the  world  beyond  in  1888,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  five  years. 

In  the  truest  sense  of  the  term,  Mr.  Olney  was  a 
self-made  man.  He  possessed  great  physical  energy 
and  business  ability,  had  the  faculty  of  making 
friends  and  a  lasting  impression  upon  those  whom 
he  met.  As  may  be  judged  from  the  accompany- 
ing portrait,  he  was  of  a  fine  personal  appearance. 
He  was  scrupulously  upright  in  his  dealings,  and 
one  of  his  common  sayings  was  that  "he  could  tell 


his  money  from  others  as  quick  as  he  saw  it.''  It 
is  told  of  him  that  while  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  one 
morning  as  he  was  taking  a  stroll  along  one  of 
the  principal  streets,  a  tramp  came  along  and  asked 
him  for  a  quarter  to  get  breakfast.  Mr.  Olney  re- 
plied, "Go  right  back  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street  and  work  there.  I  am  working  this  side 
myself.'' 

In  politics,  B.  A.  Olney  was  a  Democrat,  and  he 
had  great  sympathy  for  the  Indian  and  colored 
man,  one  of  his  last  political  utterances  being, 
"The  Indians  are  nearly  all  gone;  the  colored  man 
will  be  the  next.  This  is  the  white  man's  country." 
In  all  legislation,  he  believed  that  the  interests  of 
the  masses,  and  not  the  few,  should  be  protected, 
and  he  often  said  thaf  the  rich  man  is  getting  too 
rich  and  the  poor  man  too  poor."  As  to  foreign 
emigration,  he  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that 
"this  country  has  been  a  free  country  too  long 
already." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olney 's  last  resting  place  with  that 
of  their  two  children  is  in  Keeler  Cemetery,  where  a 
granite  monument  of  elegant  design  marks  their 
last  resting  place.  The  names  of  Burrill  and  Elvira 
Olney  will  be  as  lasting  in  the  memory  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Southwestern  Michigan  as  the  monu- 
ment that  marks  their  graves. 

Horace  M.  Olney,  the  son  of  our  subject,  resides 
in  the  village  of  Hartford,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  various  business  enterprises  for  the  last 
twenty-four  years.  In  company  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  D.  W.  Goodenough,  in  1868,  he  entered  the 
mercantile  business,  and  continued  in  that  partner- 
ship for  two  years.  Then,  in  connection  with  G. 
W.  Smiley,  he  built  six  miles  of  the  Chicago  & 
West  Michigan  Railroad,  between  Bangor  and 
Hartford.  In  1871,  he  embarked  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness at  Hartford  and  after  being  thus  occupied  for 
seven  years,  took  up  his  present  line  of  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Olds,  Olney  &  Co.,  with 
headquarters  at  Hartford,  engaging  in  buying  and 
shipping  grain,  seeds  and  wool.  He  also  carried 
on  a  large  business  at  Bangor,  Watervliet  and  Paw 
Paw.  Mr.  Olds  retired  from  the  firm  in  1884, 
after  which  the  business  was  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  B.  A.  Olney  &  Son,  the  father  being 
a  silent  partner  for  two  years. 
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In  1889,  Mr.  Olney  associated  with  him  Edward 
Finley,  under  the  present  title  of  H.  M.  Olney  & 
Co.  He  has  worked  up  a  fine  trade  in  Hartford, 
and  his  integrity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
shipped  more  than  sixty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
on  orders  simply  for  the  wheat,  leaving  the  price 
to  be  fixed  by  him,  and  the  first  complaint  has  yet 
to  be  made  of  an  overcharge.  He  has  filled  vil- 
lage, township  and  county  offices  with  ability  and 
credit.  While  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  of  Van 
Buren  County,  he  originated  the  first  set  of  blanks 
ever  used  by  the  Board,  which  greatly  simplified 
the  business,  and  have  since  been  adopted  through- 
out the  State.     Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

January  3,  1867,  Mr.  Olney  was  married  to  Miss 
Chloe  A.  Landon,  of  Hartford,  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Polly  (Curtis)  Landon,  formerly  of 
Niagara,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Olney  is  a  refined,  cultured 
lady  and  by  her  many  graces  and  kindness  of  heart 
has  endeared  herself  to  her  large  circle  of  friends. 
She  especially  delights  in  deeds  of  charity  to  the 
needy  and  many  a  heart  has  been  lightened  by  her 
timely  aid  and  counsel. 

'  LVIN  P.  HOLMES,   a  resident  farmer  of 
section  36,  Almena  Township,  Van  Buren 
County,  is  the  son  of  Rezin  and   Merinda 
^^^  (Ta3dor)  Holmes,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 

and  Connecticut,  respectively.  The  grandfather, 
William,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  the  grandfather  on  the  mother's  side  was  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  also  a  Revolutionary  hero. 
He  was  in  the  British  army,  but  deserted  and 
joined  the  American  lines.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  married  in  Ohio,  where  they  resided 
until  coming  to  Michigan  in  1830,  locating  in 
Kalamazoo  County.  In  1836,  they  came  to  Van 
Buren  County  and  located  on  section  1,  Antwerp 
Township,  which  was  little  less  than  a  howling  wil- 
derness, with  plenty  of  Indians,  wolves,  deer,  bears 
and  panthers.  He  settled  upon  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres  of  Government  land  and  our 
subject  now  has  the  original  deed,  signed  by  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren.  He  erected  a  shanty  of  boards, 
in  which  he  lived  for  a  short  time,  and  then  erected 


a  frame  house  which  was  the  first  in  the  township. 
There  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  springs  on  this 
farm  that  can  be  found  in  Michigan,  it  giving 
forth  mineral  water.  The  fattier  resided  on  that 
farm  for  thirty  years  and  died  in  August,-  1868, 
his  good  wife  passing  away  m  1857.  They  were 
the  worthy  parents  of  six  children,  two  only  now 
living.  Two  of  their  sons  grew  to  maturity  and 
both  served  in  the  Civil  War.  The  father  and 
mother  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  father  being  Steward  and  Class-leader. 
In  his  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and  later  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  sixteen  years  and  was  also  High- 
way Commissioner  and  was  a  very  prominent  man 
here.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  jury  that  con- 
vened in  Kalamazoo  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  2,  1828,  in  Eair- 
field  County,  Ohio,  and  was  an  infant  when 
brought  to  Michigan.  He  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  old  homestead  among  the  Indian  children. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  little  "white 
schoolhouse''  in  this  district.  When  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  began  an  apprenticeship  to  a  wag- 
on-maker and  followed  that  business  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War. 

Alvin  Holmes  enlisted,  October  5,  1861,  in  Com- 
yjany  H,  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  a 
Sergeant  in  his  company.  He  took  part  in  the 
following  named  battles:  Shiloh,  Farmington, 
Owl  Creek,  Corinth,  Mumfordsville,  Perryville, 
Danville,  Gallatin,  Stewart's  Creek,  Stone  River, 
Eagleville,  Pelham,  Lookout  Valley,  Mission 
Ridge,  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, Florence,  Savannah,  Catawba  River,  Averys- 
boro  and  Benton ville.  He  took  part  in  Sherman's 
March  to  the  sea.  At  Benton  ville  he  was  wounded 
in  the  left  knee  by  a  rifle  ball  and  was  in  the  hos- 
pital at  New  Berne,  and  gangrene  setting  in,  he  was 
sent  to  Detroit  and  honorably  discharged  from  the 
Harper  Hospital  July  29,  1865,  after  a  service  of 
three  years  and  nine  months,  during  which  he  was 
continually  on  duty  with  his  regiment. 

Mr.  Holmes,  after  his  discharge,  returned  to  his 
home  in  Van  Buren  County,  and  on  April  19, 
1866,  was  married  to  Miss  Cordelia  E.  Earl,  a 
daughter  of   Jesse  and   Mary  (Clapp)   Earl,  both 
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natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Michigan  before 
their  marriage  in  1832,  and  with  their  parents  set- 
tled an  Kalamazoo  County.  The  father  was  a 
miller  and  farmer  by  trade  and  resides  on  a  farm 
in  that  county  where  he  has  lived  for  fifty- three 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1888  and  was  the 
mother  of  five  children.  Mrs.  Holmes  was  born 
August  1,  1840,  on  the  homestead  in  Kalamazoo 
County  and  has  been  a  student  at  High  School  and 
the  Seminary  at  Kalamazoo.  She  has  taught  three 
years.  Mr.  Holmes  has  cleared  off  and  improved 
his  farm  splendidly.  The  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Mattawan.  During  the 
Civil  War,  she  was  an  active  worker  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission,  and  was  Secretary  of  Comstock,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  and  forwarded  the  supplies  to  the 
front.  She  served  during  the  existence  of  the  so- 
ciety which  was  three  years.  Mr.  Holmes  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Mattawan,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  both  connected  with  the  lo- 
cal Grange.  He  is  Lecturer  and  she  is  Chaplain. 
In  his  political  views,  he  is  Republican  and  is 
at  present  on  the  School  Board,  also  serving  as  the 
efficient  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  this  township.  He 
has  always  been  a  temperate  man  in  his  habits  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  well-known  and  respected 
people. 

V  4>^^^» y 
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^11  LBERT   W.  EARL,   Postmaster   at   South 
LjI    Haven,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  place 


since  1866.  He  is  a  native  of  Allegan 
County,  his  birth  occurring  July  22,  1843. 
His  parents  were  Henry  and  Lovina  (Weed)  Earl, 
natives  respectively  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,and 
Mt.  Eaton,  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  The  parents 
were  married  after  coming  to  Allegan  County, 
this  State. 

Henry  Earl,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, w^as  a  soldier  on  an  English  man-of-war,  and 
was  born  in  England.  The  grandfather,  Henrj- 
Earl,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  and  fought  in 
the  War  of  1812.  In  1840,  he  came  to  Allegan 
County  from  New  York,  and,  locating  upon  a 
tract  of  unimproved  land,  at  once  set  about  its 
cultivation.     Our    subject's    father    was    also    a 


farmer  and  died  in  Van  Buren  County,  August  31, 
1881,  when  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  His  good 
wife  survived  him  until  April,  1886,  when  she, 
too,  passed  away. 

The  parental  family  of  Albert  W.  Earl  included 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  reach  ma- 
ture years,  and  of  whom  we  make  the  following 
mention:  Mary  E.  is  now  Mrs.  Ball,  of  Cass 
County,  this  State;  Albert  W.  was  the  second 
child;  Nathaniel  E.  died  in  July,  1891,  at  his 
home  in  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  was  a  prominent 
lawyer;  Henry  was  a  teacher  in  South  Haven  and 
died  in  1875;  Bertha  is  now  Mrs.  Westgate,  also 
of  South  Haven;  Hattie  is  Mrs.  Marsh  and  re- 
sides in  Peoria,  III.;  Charles  is  a  farmer  in  Lin- 
coln County,  Kan. 

Albert  W.  Earl  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  was  six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came 
to  Arlington  Township,  Van  Buren  County.  In 
1861,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Thir- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry,  and  with  his  regiment 
participated  in  the  following-named  battles:  Cor- 
inth, Miss.;  Stevenson,  Ala.;  Perry ville,  Ky.;  Stony 
River,  Chickamauga,  and  was  with  Sherman  on 
his  memorable  march  to  the  sea,  participating 
in  all  the  engagements.  He  went  thence  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  witnessed  the  Grand  Review. 
August  5,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Louis- 
ville with  the  rank  of  Sergeant. 

After  peace  was  declared,  our  subject  returned 
to  his  home  in  Van  Buren  County  and  aided  his 
father  in  clearing  his  farm  in  South  Haven  Town- 
ship. Miss  Eliza  Conrad  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Earl  December  13,  1869.  Mrs.  Earl  was  the 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Hannah  Conrad.  She  was 
born  near  Phoenix,  N.  Y.,  and  came  with  her 
family  to  Michigan  in  1855.  Our  subject  con- 
tinued on  the  farm  until  1887,  when  he  came  to 
South  Haven.  In  December,  1889,  he  received 
the  appointment  of  Postmaster  under  President 
Harrison. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  have  become  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Mabel,  Mary,  Daniel,  John,  Nellie 
and  Benjamin  H.;  all  remain  with  their  parents. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Earl  is  a  true-blue  Republican, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  when 
in  Kingston,  Ga.,  in  1864.     He  has  been  much  in- 
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terested  in  politics,  and  has  represented  his  party 
as  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  is  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  and  gives  liberally  to  the  support  of  all 
good  works. 


^AMES    HENRY    KINNANE,  Attorney   at 

dLaw  in  Kalamazoo,  was  born  in  Kalamazoo 
Township,  February  18,  1858,  and  is  the 
.^^  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Sullivan)  Kin- 
nane,  natives  of  County  Clare,  Ireland.  He  was 
the  eldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where  his  parents  made  settlement  in  1855,  and 
which  is  still  their  home. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  Mr.  Kinnane  commenced 
to  teach  in  a  district  school  and  afterward  attended 
Kalamazoo  High  School,  graduating  with  the  Class 
of  '81.  After  spending  one  year  in  Kalamazoo 
College  and  teaching  one  term,  he  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  graduated  in  1884.  In  the  literary  work 
there,  he  took  a  conspicuous  part,  being  Society 
President  one  term,  and  also  representing  his 
society  in  the  inter-society  oratorical  contest. 

In  1883,  Mr.  Kinnane  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Washtenaw  County  and  passed  the  summer  of 
that  year  in  the  office  of  Thomas  R.  Sherwood,  the 
Supreme  Judge.  After  graduating:  in  1884,  he 
immediately  opened  an  office  at  Kalamazoo  for 
practice  and  continued  alone  until  1888,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Dorr  O.  French,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kinnane  &  French.  In  the  fall 
of  1884,  he  was  candidate  for  prosecuting  attorney 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  suffered  defeat,  ow- 
ing to  tlie  large  Republican  majority.  The  City 
Council,  in  April,  1889,  appointed  him  City  Attor- 
ney, which  office  he  filled  two  years  in  a  very  satis- 
factory way. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Kinnane  was  attorney  for  the 
Michigan  Board  of  Pharmacy  as  prosecutor  and 
conducted  in  a  skillful  manner  the  prosecution 
throughout  the  State  of  the  violation  of  the  phar- 


macy law.  He  practices  in  all  the  courts  of  the 
States  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost 
members  of  his  profession.  From  1886  until  1890, 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Com- 
mittee, and  has  been  on  the  stump  during  each 
Congressional  campaign. 

September  1,  1887,  Mr.  Kinnane  was  married  to 
Miss  Hattie  Blaney,  of  Kalamazoo,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Bishop  Borgess,  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church.  They  have  one  child,  Charles  J.,  who 
was  born  in  1889.  Mr.  Kinnane  is  a  brilliant 
young  attorney,  and  one  whose  opinions  are  not 
hastily  formed,  but  after  due  consideration  and 
careful  investigation.  His  mind  is  characteris- 
tically a  legal  one,  and  he  brings  to  bear  upon  le- 
gal discussions  a  fund  of  general  information.  He 
is  an  able  advocate  and  is  rapidly  taking  front 
rank  as  a  trial  lawyer.  Coming  from  the  ranks  of 
the  farm,  his  native  talent  urged  him  on  to  a  higher 
ambition  and  no  man  possesses  to  a  greater  degree 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  former  friends 
and  childhood  associates. 

The  ability  of  Mr.  Kinnane  was  early  recognized 
by  Judge  Slierwood,  whose  counsel  and  assistance 
were  freel}^  given  to  assist  the  rising  young  attor- 
ney. His  Democracy  is  inherited  and  has  since 
been  confirmed  by  independent  research  and  com- 
parison. His  knowledge  of  constitutional  history 
and  law  is  profound  and  lie  possesses  to  a  remark- 
able degree  the  power  of  independent  reasoning 
from  the  fundamental  law  principles.  An}^  case 
placed  in  his  hands  will  not  fail  for  lack  of  re- 
search or  able  support  of  its  advocate. 

A  man  of  broad  principle,  Mr.  Kinnane  uses  ev- 
ery honorable  means  to  carry  his  point,  but  his 
exalted  scruples  will  not  allow  him  to  stoop  to  the 
petty  tricks  of  the  unscrupulous  lawyer  whose 
only  thought  is  to  win.  He  is  a  fearless  advocate, 
and  in  making  his  plea  before  Judge  and  Jury,  is 
animated  by  his  subject,  and  his  eloquence  becomes 
the  beacon  light  that  indicates  the  plain  way 
through  the  labyrinth  of  error  or  the  sophistry  of 
opponents.  As  Chairman  of  the  County  Demo- 
cratic Committee,  he  served  his  party  faithfully 
and  enthusiastically,  and  much  of  the  success  of 
his  party  has  been  owing  to  his  brilliant  leadership 
and  al)le  counsel. 
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As  a  public  speaker,  Mr.  Kinnane  stands  pre-em- 
inent. He  has  a  pleasing  address,  is  self-contained, 
and  no  matter  how  rigorous  his  assailant,  he  never 
loses  his  self-control,  and  his  arguments,  being 
based  upon  the  experience  of  years,  are  ever  given 
with  an  energy  and  enthusiasm  that  bring  con- 
viction. His  happiest  efforts  are  when  surrounded 
by  friends  on  occasions  of  social  banquets,  when 
after-dinner  speeches  are  in  order.  His  extempo- 
raneous remarks  on  those  occasions  are  models  of 
elegance  and  diction.  His  mind  is  given  full  scope  to 
draw  upon  its  fund  of  humor  and  pathos,  either  of 
which  he  handles  with  dexterity. 

Mr.  Kinnane  is  the  happy  possessor  of  a  magnif- 
icent physique,  not  unlike  the  great  Donnelly,  in 
common  with  whom  he  has  many  other  points  of 
resemblance,  such  as  a  poetical  temperament,  a 
remarkable  command  of  lucid  language  and  a 
vigorous  and  forcible  manner  of  expressing  his 
well-matured  thoughts.  His  love  of  truth  and 
candor  are  no  less,  and  he  devotes  his  wliole  soul 
to  his  principles  with  no  less  vigor  than  charac- 
terizes Ignatius  Donnelly. 


■  ►tiyjlllitlBiM 
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.  R.  NATHANIEL  D.  THOMAS,  who  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  farming  and  dairj- 
ingon  section  36,  Decatur  Township,  Yan 
Buren  County,  was  born,  March  5,  1826, 
in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  eldest  of  eight 
children  born  unto  Abel  and  Rebecca  Thomas. 
His  father  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1803, 
and  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Thomas,  also  born  in 
that  State.  The  latter  was  a  prominent  Quaker,  a 
serious,  sober-minded  man,  and  a  preacher  in 
the  church  of  his  choice.  He  married  Dorcas  Har- 
ris, and  unto  them  were  born  seven  children.  They 
removed  to  Ohio  when  Abel  was  two  years  old. 
There  he  acquired  an  education  and  learned  the 
cabinet-maker's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  few 
years.  Removing  to  Logan  County,  Ohio,  he  there 
engaged  in  farming  for  about  six  years,  when  he 
embarked  in  merchandising  in  East  Liberty,  being 
thus  employed  for  eight  years,  when  he  went  to 
Union  County.     He  there  operated  a  gristmill  on 


the  bank  of  Mill  Creek  for  six  years,  after  which 
we  find  him  residing  in  Plain  City,  while  as  a  con- 
tractor he  was  engaged  in  the  building  of  the  Pan- 
Han  die  Railroad  through  that  section  of  country. 
On  his  removal  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  he  retired  from 
business.  His  death  occurred  in  that  city,  March 
20,  1888,  and  his  wife  died  in  Union  County,  Ohio, 
in  1848.  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  and 
afterward  became  a  Republican  and  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  His  affable, 
cordial  manner  made  him  quite  popular  and  he  had 
many  friends  who  esteemed  him  highly  for  his 
strict  integrity  and  sterling  worth. 

After  his  parents  left  East  Liberty,  our  subject 
engaged  in  teaching,  which  profession  he  followed 
for  twelve  winter  seasons,  and  also  attended  college. 
For  two  terms,  he  was  a  student  in  Ohio  Central 
College  and  for  two  years  pursued  his  studies  in 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  Wishing  to  make 
the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work,  he  began 
acquainting  himself  with  that  profession  in  the 
oliice  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  M.  N.  Thomas,  of  School- 
craft, Mich.,  and  after  stud3'ing  three  years  at- 
tended Starling  Medical  College,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  for  one  year.  On  his  return  to  Michigan,  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Flowerfield, 
St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years,  and  during  that  time  was  married,  on  the 
24th  of  October,  1850,  to  Marcia  Smith,  daughter 
of  James  Smith,  a  prominent  merchant  of  School- 
craft, Mich. 

On  leaving  Flowerfield,  Dr.  Thomas  removed  to 
Little  Prairie  Ronde,where  he  entered  upon  practice, 
continuing  the  profession  at  that  place  until  1879, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
own  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  and  twelve  acres, 
three  hundred  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  and 
he  means  to  bring  it  up  to  a  higher  state  of  devel- 
opment by  the  use  of  fertilizers.  He  is  also  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  dairy  business  and  feeds  his 
stock  with  ensilage  food.  He  supplies  butter  to  a 
number  of  private  families  in  Chicago,  and  the  in 
come  which  he  derives  from  the  dairy  is  not  a  little. 
The  Doctor  possesses  industry,  perseverance  and 
an  enterprising  spirit,  characteristics  which  are  es- 
sential to  success  in  any  line  of  trade. 
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The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  numbers  five 
children:  Marcus  S.,  a  resident  of  Volinia,  Cass 
County,  and  a  graduate  of  the  State  Agricultural 
College ;  Jessie,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal,  now 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Grand 
Rapids;  Willard  L.,  also  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Agricultural  College;  Isabella  S.,  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal,  who  is  also  a  teacher  of  Grand 
Rapids,  and  May,  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  the  Doctor  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  though  he  feels  an  interest  in  politics, 
as  every  true  American  citizen  should  do,  has 
never  sought  or  desired  public  office.  The  family 
has  a  pleasant  home  which  was  erected  by  our  sub- 
ject and  is  the  abode  of  hospitality.  The  members 
of  the  household  rank  high  in  social  circles  and 
are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community. 

TIMOTHY  COOLEY,  who  is  a  well-known 
farmer  in  Bloomingdale  Township,  Yan 
Buren  County,  is  a  self-made  man,  who  is  de- 
serving of  all  the  good  things  of  life  which  he  now 
enjoys,  and  also  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  born  in  Weth- 
ersfield,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  November  14, 
1823.  His  father,  Chester  Cooley,  was  the  son  of 
Timothy  Cooley,  who  was  the  fifth  generation 
from  Scottish  ancestry.  Timothy  Cooley  married 
Rebecca  Smith,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters. 

Chester  Cooley  was  born  in  Berkshire,  Mass., 
removing  to  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early 
day.  He  was  a  wagonmaker  by  trade  and  served 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  removed  in  1828,  to 
Portage  County,  Ohio;  from  there  to  Eaton,  Lorain 
County,  and  about  1850,  came  to  Michigan.  He 
was  born  March  29,  1790,  and  died  in  Cheshire, 
Allegan  County,  this  State,  December  24, 1857.  He 
was  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

Born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  January  31,  1797, 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  maiden- 
hood as  Azubah  Johnson.     She  traces  her  geneal- 


ogy as  follows:  Polly  Johnson,  her  mother,  was 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Johnson,  and  through 
him  the  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  Major  Isaac, 
Capt.  David  and  Isaac,  the  latter  a  Captain,  Rep- 
resentative, and  magistrate,  who  came  to  Bridge- 
water  in  1700.  On  the  paternal  side,  the  mother 
of  our  subject  is  descended  from  this  same  Isaac 
Johnson,  grandson  of  John  Alden  of  historic  fame, 
whose  estates  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
Johnson  family. 

The  union  of  Chester  Cooley  and  Azubah  John- 
son, which  was  celebrated  in  1812,  brought  to  them 
ten  children,  nine  of  whom  were  reared  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  as  follows:  Chester,  Rebecca, 
Harrison,  Lathrope,  Timothy;  George,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war;  Egbert,  Mary  and  Maria. 
The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church,  died  in  Bloomingdale, 
June  8,  1869. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  from  eight  years  of  age  has  earned  his 
own  living.  His  educational  advantages  were  ex- 
ceedingly limited,  as,  when  thirteen  years,  old  he 
was  bound  out  and  worked  until  twenty-one  years 
old  for  $100  in  money  and  $50  in  stock.  During 
this  time  he  bought  three  months  of  his  time  so 
that  he  might  attend  school.  He  was  married 
when  twenty-three  3^ ears  old,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  came  from 
Lorain  County,  Ohio,  to  Bloomingdale,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1863,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
where  lie  now  resides  and  which  he  has  mostly 
cleared  himself.  He  now  owns  forty-two  acres,  on 
which  he  has  one  of  the  most  delightful  homes  in 
the  vicinity.  A  view  of  this  place  is  shown  else- 
where in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Cooley  was  married,  January  21,  1846,  to 
Margaret  A.  Stone,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Polly  (Baile}') 
Stone.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage, 
Hattie  A.  and  George  L.,  the  latter  dying  October 
3,  1865.  Mrs.  Cooley  departed  this  life  July  3, 
1873.  She  was  an  excellent  woman,  and  had  been 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Christian  Church  from 
her  fifteenth  year.  The  second  wife  of  our  subject, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  H.  Ward,  was  born 
in  Sweden  Township,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
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is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Betsey  (Stone)  >Vard, 
natives  of  Madison  and  Monroe  Counties,  N.  Y., 
respectively.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  William 
Ward,  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Mr.  Cooley  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church  and  his  wife  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  They  are  honored  and  respected 
citizens,  and  foremost  in  all  good  works. 


^IL^  ORACE  COYKENDALL,  who  is  one  of  the 
ifjv  well-to-do  farmers  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
ii\^'  is  residing  on  section  29,  Alamo  Township. 
(^  He  was  born  in  Spring  water,  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  C.  Coykendall,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1856  and  located 
in  Jackson  County.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  died  in  1860,  when  in  his  forty-fourth 
year. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Louisa  Strowbridge.  She  was  born  in  New  York 
and  died  in  1874,  after  having  become  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Our 
subject  was  given  a  very  limited  education,  for 
during  three  years  of  his  early  life  he  was  crippled 
and  was  thus  prevented  from  walking  to  scliool. 
He  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world 
when  fifteen  years  of  age  and  received  $1  per 
month  for  his  first  year's  wages.  He  was  in  the 
employ  of  one  man  for  live  years  and  when  reach- 
ing his  majority  had  saved  a  sufficient  sum  to  en- 
able him  to  purchase  a  farm.  His  first  property 
was  located  in  Jackson  County,  just  six  miles  east 
of  Jackson. 

In  1869,  Horace  Coykendall  sold  his  farm  in  the 
above-named  county  and  two  years  later  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County  where  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  on  section  29,  Alamo  Township.  Twenty 
acres  of  that  tract  had  been  partially  improved  but 
did  not  boast  of  either  house,  barn  or  fence.  He 
has  since  added  to  his  estate  until  he  now  has  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  the  splendid  barn 
which  he  has  erected  thereon  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
41 


the  township.  The  farm  is  under  the  very  best 
cultivation  and  one  of  which  its  owner  may  well 
be  proud.  Miss  Laura  Putnam,  a  native  of  Jack- 
son County,  this  State,  was  married  to  our  subject 
May  29,  1863.  One  daughter  has  been  born  to 
them — Ettie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Foster  Deal  and 
has  three  children,  viz:  Linn,Koli  H.  and  ArlieL. 

Mr.  Coykendall  keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock  on 
his  farm,  raising  Short-horn  cattle  and  fine-wool 
sheep.  He  started  out  in  life  with  nothing  more 
than  his  strong  and  willing  hands  and  a  determin- 
ation to  succeed,  and  now  ranks  among  the  pro- 
gressive and  thrifty  farmers  of  Alamo  Township. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican. 

In  this  connection  will  be  noticed  a  view  of  the 
attractive  residence  of  Mr.  Coykendall,  and  its 
pleasant  rural  environments. 
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EORGE  G.  BOND,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  owning  one  of  the  best  equipped 
farms  in  Brady  Township,  finely  located  on 
section  1,  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  is  distinguished  as  being  one  of  the 
heroes  that  represented  his  State  at  the  front  dur- 
ing the  trying  times  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
He  was  born  March  15,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Amos 
Bond,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  Brady  Township,  and 
one  of  its  leading  citizens  during  his  life. 

The  father  was  born  in  Vermont,  in  1790.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  '30s,  and  was  an  early  set- 
tler of  Oakland  County,  where  he  lived  until 
1840.  He  then  came  to  this  county  with  a  team, 
and  pre-empted  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  1, 
Brady  Township,  which  is  now  occupied  by  his 
son  of  whom  we  write.  It  was  a  part  of  the 
Pottawatomie  reservation,  and  was  in  its  natural 
condition.  He  built  a  log  house,  and,  in  the 
years  that  followed,  cleared  fortj'^  acres  of  the 
land,  and  put  it  under  excellent  cultivation.  He 
died  November  21,  1851,  and  his  fellow-citizens 
deplored  the  loss  of  one  who  was  an  active  factor 
in  the  great  work  of  redeeming  the  country  from 
a  wilderness,  and  one  to  whom  they  looked  for  ad- 
vice or  assistance  if  they  were  in  doubt  or  trouble. 
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He  was  a  hard  worker,  and  was  a  very  strong  man, 
of  commanding  stature,  six  feet  and  one  inch  in 
height. 

As  a  soldier  of  tlie  War  of  1812,  Amos  Bond 
made  an  honorable  record,  serving  throughout  the 
entire  contest  between  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land as  a  member  of  the  Twentv-sixth  New  York 
Cavalry.  He  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  and 
was  a  firm  Democrat.  While  a  resident  of  Oakland 
County,  he  was  Sheriff,  and  after  his  removal  here, 
he  was  Postmaster  of  Brady  Township.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  first  Masonic  lodge  in  the 
county,  which  was  established  at  Schoolcraft.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  1859,  and  then  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  years.  They  had  been  married 
in  1841,  at  Gralesburgh,  this  county,  and  slie  bore 
him  two  children:  Anna  (Mrs.  Canavan),  and  our 
subject.  Mrs.  Bond  was  born  in  Greencastle,  Pa., 
February  1,  1811,  her  maiden  name  being  Nanc}^  A. 
Gossard.  She  was  first  married  in  Pennsylvania, 
to  William  Downey,  by  whom  she  had  five  chil- 
dren: Rachel,  Robert,  William,  John  and  Mary. 
She  and  her  first  husband  came  to  Michigan  in 
1837,  where  he  died  three  years  later. 

Born  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home,  our 
subject  grew  up  here  under  the  invigorating  in- 
fluences of  the  pioneer  life  that  prevailed  when  he 
was  a  boy.  He  went  to  school  in  a  primitive  log 
house,  that  was  furnished  with  slab  benches,  sup- 
ported by  pin  legs,  the  floor  being  made  of  pun- 
cheon; it  was  heated  by  the  first  stove  used  in 
the  county.  The  school  was  conducted  under  tiie 
rate-bill  system.  He  attended  school  winters,  and 
worked  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  time.  The  war 
broke  out,  and  found  him  thus  employed.  He  was 
but  a  boy,  but  he  was  eager  to  drop  the  lioe  for  the 
rifle,  and  his  patriotic  ambition  to  be  a  soldier,  that 
he  might  help  fight  his  country's  battles,  even  as 
his  father  had  done  nearly  half  a  century  before, 
was  gratified  by  his  enlistment,  September  15,  1861, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen.  His  name  was  enrolled 
as  a  member  of  Company  I,  First  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, which  was  subsequently  consolidated  with 
Company  L. 

Although  so  young,  our  subject  proved  to  have 
the  right  spirit  for  a  soldier,  and  he  did  valiant 
service  in  the  sixty-eight  battles  and  skirmishes  in 


whiclr  he  met  the  enemy  face  to  face.  Tiie  most 
prominent  of  tiiese  areas  follows:  Winchester,  Va.; 
Orange  Court  House,  Va.;  Bull  Run,  Va.;  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.,  where  he  had  a  horse  shot  from  under 
him  while  he  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight;  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Va.;  Beaver  Dam,  Cold 
Harbor,  Trevilian's  Station,  Winchester,  Opequan, 
Brandy  Station,  Yellow  Tavern,  Richmond,  Mt. 
Crawford,  Cedar  Creek,  Madison  Court  House, 
Five  Forks,  South  Side  Railway,  Sailor's  Creek  and 
Appomattox  Court  House,  all  of  the  above  battles 
from  that  of  Gettysburg  being  fought  on  Virginia 
soil;  and  at  Willow  Springs,  Dak.,  he  took  part  in 
a  desperate  battle  with  the  Indians,  he  having  ac- 
companied his  regiment,  after  the  Grand  Review 
at  Washington,  across  tlie  plains.  At  Union  Mills, 
Va.,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  made  senseless 
by  the  fall,  and  his  comrades  had  a  hard  time 
bringing  him  to.  He  was  finally  mustered  out  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  March  10,  1866,  after  more 
than  four  years'  long  and  arduous  service,  which 
entitles  him,  in  common  with  the  thousands  of  other 
noble,  self-sacrificing  soldiers,  who  gave  up  the 
best  years  of  their  manhood  to  their  country,  to 
live  in  peace  and  happiness  under  a  reunited  GjOv- 
ernment. 

When  he  retired  from  the  army,  Mr.  Bond  re- 
turned to  his  old  home,  and  was  gladly  welcomed 
back  by  his  many  friends,  and  ere  many  months 
elapsed,  his  patriotism  and  bravery  during  his  mil- 
itaiy  career  were  well  rewarded  by  the  hand  of  one 
of  the  fair  daughters  of  his  native  State,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Eberstein,  to  whom  lie  was  wedded,  December 
4,  1866.  She  is  a  very  fine  woman,  filling  m  a 
perfect  measure  her  position  as  the  home-maker, 
the  true  wife  and  mother.  Her  union  with  our 
subject  has  brought  them  one  son,  George  Amos. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  celebrated  their  silver  wedding 
December  4,  1891,  whicli  marked  a  congenial  mar- 
riage of  a  quarter  of  a  century.  They  had  sixty- 
seven  guests  from  among  their  hosts  of  friends, 
who  gave  them  many  substantial  evidences  of  their 
regard,  among  the  numerous  presents  being  a  hand- 
some silver  set. 

Mrs.  Bond  was  born  in  Calhoun  County,  Mich., 
November  20,  1841,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and 
Lena  (Setzler)  Eberstein,  pioneers  of  that  count} , 
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and  both  natives  of  Germany.  Her  father  was 
born  in  1808,  and  her  mother  in  1817.  He  came  to 
America  in  1829,  and  she  in  1830.  He  landed  in  Bos- 
ton, and  spent  a  year  in  that  city,  afterward  passed 
six  months  in  Detroit,  whence  he  went  to  Sandusky, 
Ohio.  He  was  there  married,  his  bride  having  set- 
tled on  a  farm  at  that  point  with  her  parents. 
That  year,  1831,  they  came  to  Michigan,  and  lo- 
cated in  Calhoun  County,  making  the  journey  witli 
an  ox- team,  and  while  swimming  the  Maumee 
River,  they  came  near  being  drowned.  In  the 
spring  of  1840,  Mr.  Eberstein  pre-empted  the  north- 
east quarter  of  the  same  section  on  which  our  sub- 
ject lives  from  the  Government,  it  then  forming 
a  part  of  the  Indian  reservation.  He  developed  a 
good  farm,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  dwelt  in 
comfort  and  happiness  many  years.  After  a  mar- 
ried life  of  fifty-three  years,  they  died  in  1890,  his 
death  occurring  in  February,  and  hers  in  April. 
They  reared  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  mar- 
ried and  living  at  the  present  time. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  took  posses- 
sion of  this  part  of  the  old  homestead  on  which  he 
has  ever  since  lived.  But  fifteen  acres  were  under 
cultivation,  and  there  was  not  a  building  on  the 
place.  With  characteristic  energy,  he  entered  upon 
liis  pioneer  labors,  first  building  a  log  house  for 
himself  and  his  bride,  back  of  the  site  of  his  pre- 
sent residence.  He  worked  hard  to  fell  the  timber 
and  prepare  his  land  for  tillage,  and  in  time  brought 
it  into  a  fine  condition.  He  has  purchased  other 
realty,  and  now  has  a  choice  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  and  one-fourth  acres,  one  hundred 
of  which  are  finely  improved.  In  1875,  he  erected 
a  large  frame  ])arn,  painting  it  red;  in  1891,  he 
built  a  handsome  frame  house,  a  view  of  which  is 
sliown  on  another  page,  and  which  is  fitted  up  in 
modern  style.  A  neat  and  attractive  set  of  build- 
ings further  embellish  the  place.  He  conducts  a 
good  business  in  mixed  farming,  keeping  some  fine 
Norman  horses  and  roadsters,  and  has  a  flock  of 
fine  wool  sheep. 

Mr.  Bond  is  a  man  of  fine  presence,  tall,  muscu- 
lar and  well  formed,  has  a  keen,  intelligent  eye  and 
a  vigorous,  comprehensive  mind,  and  withal,  he 
has  a  frank,  pleasing  personality.  He  is  greatly 
interested  in  National  politics,  and  stands  with  the 


Republicans  in  regard  to  the  issues  of  the  day.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  since  1867, 
belonging  to  Lodge  No,  208,  at  Vicksburg.  lie  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge, 
No.  36,  in  the  same  village,  and  his  militaiy  life 
is  commemorated  b}^  his  membership  with  the  Grand 
Army  Post  at  Vicksburg. 
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RA  A.  RANSOM,  President  of  the  Kalamazoo 
Gas  Light  Company,  was  born  in  Castleton, 
Yt.,  February  21,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Justice 
H.  and  Sarah  (Northrop)  Ransom,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, and  now  deceased.  Ira  A.  was  the  third  of 
the  four  children  whom  his  parents  reared  to  ma- 
turity, three  being  sons  and  one  a  daughter. 

Amid  the  picturesque  scenery  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  the  lad  grew  from  boy- 
hood to  man's  estate,  acquiring  meanwhile  those 
sturdy  virtues  of  character  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness qualities,  which  were  carefully  developed 
through  parental  training.  The  rudiments  of  his 
education  were  gained  in  the  common  school  of 
the  district,  and  the  knowledge  there  acquired  was 
later  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  home  acad- 
emy and  Flushing  Institute. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Ransom  came  to  Michigan,  and, 
stopping  at  Kalamazoo  to  visit  a  friend,  was  so 
pleased  with  the  place  that  he  concluded  to  remain. 
Soon  after  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad  Company  and  remained  in  the 
freight  and  baggage  department  for  two  years. 
He  afterward  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  liat  and 
cap  store  of  II.  S.  Parker,  with  whom  he  was  en- 
gaged about  three  years.  The  business  knowledge 
which  he  gained  while  in  the  employ  of  others,  he 
utilized  in  a  practical  manner,  and,  moving  to  Mar- 
shall, this  State,  embarked  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  nine 
months. 

Selling  out  his  stock  and  returning  to  Kalama- 
zoo, Mr.  Ransom  became  connected  with  the  Kal- 
amazoo Gas  Light  Company  as  Superintendent,  and 
retained  that  position  until  the  death  of  Mr. Wood- 
bury, when  he  succeeded  that  gentleman   to  the 
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Presidency.  The  arduous  duties  of  that  position 
he  is  ably  qualified  to  discharge  through  eminent 
native  abilities  and  an  unusual  amount  of  sound 
common-sense.  He  is  one  of  the  principal  stock- 
holders of  the  company,  in  addition  to  which  he 
is  largely  interested  in  various  public  measures. 
He  is  President  of  the  American  Playing  Card  Com- 
pany, Director  of  the  Pheips  and  Bigelow  Wind- 
mill Company,  Director  in  the  Upjohn  Pill  and 
Granule  Company,  stockholder  and  Director  in 
the  Featherbone  Corset  Company,  and  Director  in 
the  Michigan  National  Bank;  also  stockholder  in 
the  Kimball  Engine  Company.  He  is  closely  con- 
nected with  some  of  the  most  famous  and  prosper- 
ous organizations  of  Kalamazoo. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Ransom  was  married  to  Miss  Emma, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Hon.  J.  P.  Woodbury, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  surviving  child: 
Woodbury,  who  assists  his  father  in  the  office. 
Allen  A.  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ransom  and  his 
cultured  wife  have  established  an  attractive  and 
cozy  home  at  No.  204  S.  Park  Street  and  are  prom- 
inent in  the  social  circles  of  the  city.  Mr.  Ransom 
is  a  prominent  member  of  tlie  Masonic  fraternity 
and  is  identified  with  Kalamazoo  Lodge  No.  22, 
where  he  has  occupied  the  highest  chairs. 


^(OHN  C.  GOOD  ALE,  funeral  director  and 
undertaker,  is  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Kalamazoo.  He  keeps  a  full 
line  of  undertaker's  goods  and  has  in 
stock  as  fine  an  assortment  as  can  be  found  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Chicago.  A  genial  gentleman, 
his  pleasant  manner  is  a  part  of  a  sunny  disposi- 
tion, and  while  his  business  is  one  of  the  most 
solemn  nature,  he  is  capable  of  enjoying  the  good 
things  of  life,  and  his  companionable  attributes 
partake  of  no  characteristic  of  a  funereal  nature. 

The  store  in  which  Mr.  Goodale  conducts  his 
business  is  a  four-story,  gray  stone  front  structure, 
with  a  frontage  of  fifty  feet  on  South  Burdick 
Street  and  a  depth  of  two  hundred  feet.  In  the 
rear  is  the  morgue  and  the  stables  for  his  handsome 
outfits.     Though  coming  to  Kalamazoo  a  lad  with 


but  fifty  cents  in  his  possession,  and  having  met 
with  financial  reverses  at  a  time  when  the  furniture 
business  was  depressed,  he  had  that  indomitable 
perseverance  which  always  wins.  By  close  appli- 
cation to  his  work,  he  has  made  steady  financial 
advancement  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  an  honest  competence  has  been  gained  through 
his  efforts. 

A  native  of  this  State,  Mr.  Goodale  was  born  at 
Ann  Arbor,  July  15,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Leon- 
ard C.  and  Phebe  F.  (Crandall)  Goodale,  natives 
of  New  York.  His  father,  who  was  an  early  settler 
in  Washtenaw  County,  was  editor  of  the  Washte- 
naw Wliig^  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1846, 
was  serving  as  County  Clerk.  When  fourteen 
years  of  age,  our  subject  left  home  and  came  to 
Kalamazoo,  where  his  brother  was  working  as  a 
cabinet-maker.  With  him  he  learned  the  trade,  and 
after  working  in  his  employ  for  three  years  bought 
out  the  business,  which  he  has  since  continued. 

About  1858,  Mr.  Goodale  embarked  in  the  man- 
ufacturing business  at  Battle  Creek,  but  the  ap- 
proach of  war  decreased  the  rates  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  was  forced  to  abandon  the  plant.  During 
the  following  two  years,  he  was  employed  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  then  returned  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  show-cases.  After- 
ward he  added  the  undertaker's  business,  to  which 
he  finally  gave  his  entire  attention  and  increased 
it  to  its  present  magnitude. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Goodale  to  Miss  Ellen  G. 
Sterling  took  place  at  Kalamazoo,  January  24, 
1861,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  eight  living 
children,  of  whom  the  five  youngest — Bert, Pigeon, 
Anna,  John  C,  Jr.,  and  Hazel — remain  in  the  par- 
ental home,  on  the  corner  of  South  and  Burdick 
Streets.  Nettie  married  H.  A.  McCrary,  a  ticket 
broker  of  Kansas  City;  Edward  is  in  the  furniture 
and  undertaking  business  at  Paw  Paw;  Jennie  is 
the  wife  of  Clark  A.  Shaw,  who  owns  a  raisin  vine- 
yard in  Ilesperia,  Cal.;and  Bert  is  employed  in  the 
Michigan  Central  Ereight  Office  at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Goodale  has  excellent  business  sagacity, 
and  his  ventures  in  real-estate  investments  have 
proved  the  correctness  of  his  foresight.  He  was 
instrumental,  among  others,  in  securing  the  present 
location  for  the  postoffice,  and  invested  money  in 
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property  in  that  vicinity.  Witli  his  family,  he 
occupies  a  liigh  place  in  the  esteem  of  liis  fellow- 
citizens,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Goodale  has  recently 
added  to  his  undertaking  business  a  fine  line  of 
marble  and  granite  cemetery  work,  at  No.  3  Bur- 
dick  Street,  opposite  the  postoffice. 


xS^  I  CHARD  A.  SYKES,  who  is  Secretary  of  the 
IT  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  is  one  of  the  worthy 
^1  citizens  that  New  York  has,  furnished  to 
Michigan.  He  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  Oc- 
tober 17,  1836,  and  is  the  only  living  son  of  Alan- 
son  and  Hannah  (Strickland)  Sykes,  the  former  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  In  the  spring  of  1837,  the  family  re- 
moved Westward  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Portage 
Township,  six  and  a  half  miles  from  the  city 
of  Kalamazoo.  The  death  of  the  father  occurred 
in  1857,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  his 
wife  died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who,  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads, 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  remained  at  home 
until  the  spring  of  1870,  having  charge  of  the  farm 
after  his  father's  death.  As  before  stated,  he  is 
the  only  surviving  son.  However,  he  has  one  sis- 
ter, Martha,  now  the  widow  of  Isaac  Weeks,  of 
Kalamazoo.  Abandoning  the  occupation  to  which 
he  was  reared,  in  1870,  Mr.  Sykes  came  to  Kalama- 
zoo, and  for  four  years  was  engaged  in  the  agri- 
cultural implement  business,  when  he  returned  to 
the  farm  and  there  remained  for  ten  years.  In 
1885,  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  which  was  organized  in  1863. 
He  was  one  of  its  first  one  hundred  members,  and 
has  since  carried  insurance  with  it.  On  the  1st  of 
January,  1892,  there  were  one  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  members,  and  the  amount  of 
the  policies  was  $4,514,350.  The  percentage  of 
cost  since  the  organization  amounts  to  .00134  per 
annum.  The  officers  of  the  insurance  company  at 
this  wi-iting,  are  W.  II.  Cobb,  President;  Richard 
Sykes,    Secretary    and    Treasurer;    and    William 


Strong,  David  R.  Chandler  and  Maiachi  Cox, 
Directors.  The  original  members  of  the  company 
were  John  Millham,  Moses  Kingsley,  Samuel 
Crooks,  William  Trumbull,  Isaac  Cox,  Josej)!! 
Beckly  and  Albert  Latta.  The  three  last-named 
are  still  living. 

Mr.  Sykes  has  been  twice  married.  In  December, 
1*865,  he  wedded  Miss  Ophelia  Harris,  of  Portage, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  L.  (Carpenter)  Har- 
ris, who  settled  in  Portage  in  1856.  The  parents 
were  married  in  New  York  City,  and  the  mother  is 
still  living  with  Mr.  Sykes.  His  first  wife  died 
August  26,  1889,  and  on  the  1st  of  July,  1891,  he 
wedded  Miss  Mary  C.  Halleck,  of  Kalamazoo,  a 
half-sister  of  his  first  wife.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture 
and  refinement  and  for  eleven  years  was  a  success- 
ful teacher  in  the  city  schools. 

Aside  from  his  business  interests,  Mr.  Sykes  has 
found  time  to  devote  to  public  affairs  and  from 
1875  until  1879,  inclusive,  served  as  Supervisor. 
He  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Republican  principles 
and  does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  interests 
of  that  party,  but  his  father  was  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  man  of  great  personal  influence,  popular,  and 
has  an  extended  acquaintance  throughout  the 
community.  His  life  has  been  well  and  worthily 
spent,  and  those  who  know  him  respect  him  for 
his  sterling'  worth. 


=^#MS^-I^^^^ 


Jj^AAC  A.  BROWN,  one  of  the  well-to-do  citi- 
zens of  Kalamazoo,  now  living  a  retired  life, 
is  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Windsor  County,  on  the 
nth  of  April,  1817.  His  father,  Israel  P.  Brown, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Vermont, 
where  he  had  lived  for  sixty-five  years.  The 
grandfather  was  Adam  Brown,  and  he  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Sally  Briggs.  She,  also,  was  a 
native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Asa  Briggs,  who  was  of  English  lineage.  In 
the  family  were  thirteen  children,  eleven  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years. 

Our   subject   was  the  ninth  in   order  of  birth. 
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Upon  his  father's  farm  he  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  and  in  the  winter  season  at- 
tended the  common  schools,  where  he  acquired  a 
good  English  education.  On  leaving  home  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself  as  a  clerk  m  a  general  store, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  when,  having 
acjquired  some  experience  and  a  small  capital,  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  on  his  own 
account,  continuing  for  three  years,  when  he  sold 
out.  The  gold  fever  was  then  prevailing  in  the 
county,  and  to  California  went  Mr.  Brown,  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  His  friend  who  ac- 
companied him  died  soon  after  their  arrival,  so 
Mr.  Brown  started  back  with  the  remains,  which 
were  taken  to  Vermont  and  there  interred.  The 
trip  to  him  proved  an  expensive  one  and  his  health 
also  became  greatly  impaired  thereby.  On  his 
recovery,  he  secured  employment  with  the  Rutland 
(fe  Burlington  Railroad  Company,  having  charge  of 
its  store,  and  also  acting  as  freight  and  pas- 
senger and  ticket  agent.  Thus  his  time  was  em- 
ployed for  ten  years,  and  he  carried  on  a  successful 
business  in  the  interest  of  the  company. 

In  1842,  Mr.  Brown  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Mary  A.  Brown,  a  native  of  Essex  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  days  of  her  maidenhood  were 
passed.  Unto  them  have  been  born  two  children: 
Rev.  Belno  A.  Brown,  D.  D.,  an  Episcopal  clergy- 
man of  Milwaukee,  who  is  also  a  medical  practi- 
tioner, having  made  a  specialty  of  the  eye  and 
ear.     Angela  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

Mrs.  Brown,  in  these  later  days  of  her  life,  has 
taken  up  painting  as  a  recreation  and  pleasure,  and 
has  exhibited  a  great  deal  of  skill,  and  many  beau- 
tiful landscapes  adorn  the  walls  of  their  home, 
painted  by  her  hand.  Particularly  has  her  skill 
been  exhibited  in  an  eminent  degree  in  artistically 
arranging  the  vari-colored  sea-moss  of  the  Pacific 
ocean  into  beautiful  pictures  of  mountain  and 
forest  scenes,  especially  noticeable  among  which  is  a 
representation  of  Minnehaha  Falls. 

In  1862,  the  family  came  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
where  Mr.  Brown  engaged  in  the  loan  business  as 
agent  for  Eastern  parties.  At  the  same  time,  he 
built  business  blocks,  which  he  afterward  sold  be- 
fore completed,  and  dealt  in  real  estate  for  himself 
and   others.     He  carried  on  a  successful  business 


for  some  years,  and  as  the  result  of  his  industry, 
good  management  and  well-directed  efforts,  has 
accumulated  considerable  property.  In  politics,  he 
is  a  Republican.  At  each  election  he  exercises  his 
right  of  franchise  in  support  of  that  party,  of 
whose  principles  he  is  a  stalwart  advocate.  His 
home  is  a  handsome  brick  residence  situated  at 
No.  427  South  Burdick  Street,  where  he  is  now 
living  a  retired  life,  surrounded  by  many  comforts 
and  luxuries,  the  fruits  of  his  own  labor.  Mr. 
Brown  is  well  deserving  of  a  representation  in  this 
volume  for  he  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Kalamazoo,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record 
his  sketch. 
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OHN  E.  RANKIN,  M.  D.,  who  is  a  promi- 
nent physician  in  Bloomingdale,  Van  Buren 
County,  was  one  of  the  many  citizens  of 
foreign  birth  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
their  adopted  country  during  the  late  war  and  gal- 
lantly fought  on  the  Union  side.  He  was  born 
December  29,  1841,  in  County  Longford,  Ireland. 
His  parents,  Robert  and  Catherine  (Govers)Rankin, 
were  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  in  the  spring  of  1842,  settling  in 
Vandeburg  County,  Ind.,  where  the  father  died 
about  1845,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  sons,  John 
E.  and  James  A.  The  latter  is  a  resident  of  Dow- 
agiac,  this  State.  He  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  serving  in  the  Sixteenth  New 
York  Cavalry.  The  mother  of  our  subject  resided 
with  him  until  her  death,  in  1878.  She  and  her 
husband  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  which  place  his 
mother  had  removed  after  her  husband's  death. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in 
a  store,  and,  in  January,  1858,  came  to  Blooming- 
dale,  where  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm, 
until  August  12,  1862,  at  which  date  he  enlisted  in 
Company  M,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Sparta,  Tenn.,  and  Lavergne, 
at  which  latter  place  he  was  captured  and  confined 
in  Libby  Prison  for  three  months,  being  then  ex- 
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changed.  He  was  in  the  battles  at  Chickamaiiga 
and  Mission  Ridge.  In  the  spring  of  1863,  he  was 
thrown  from  his  horse  and  fractured  his  left  wrist, 
and  was  sent  to  Columbia,  Tenn.,  where  he  re- 
mained nine  months,  most  of  the  time  acting  as 
Steward  of  Post  Hospital  No.  1.  He  then  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  Nashville,  and  was  in  the  battles  of 
Selma,  Ala.,  and  at  Columbia,  Ga.,  and  was  with 
the  party  that  captured  Jeff  Davis.  He  was  dis- 
charged at  Nashville  in  July,  1865,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  as  Corporal 

Returning  to  Bloomingdale,  our  subject  soon 
after  entered  Buffalo  Medical  University,  being 
graduated  from  that  college  in  1881,  and  at  once 
began  the  practice  at  Bloomingdale,  where  he  has 
resided  ever  since.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
June  6,  1867,  to  Miss  Phcjobe  L.  Lane,  who  was 
born  in  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Orrt  (Cooley)  Lane,  natives  of  New 
York.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Vashti  and  Cora.  Dr.  Rankin  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  enjoys  a  good  practice,  and,  with  his  estimable 
wife,  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 
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LARENCE    HERBERT    LINDSLEY,    who 

owns  and  operates  one  hundred  and  sixty 
^i^?^  acres  of  land  on  section  6,  Decatur  Town- 
ship, is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  early  fami- 
lies of  VanBuren  County.  His  father,  Henry  Lind- 
sley,  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.Y.,  October  7, 
1818,  and  was  a  son  of  Elihu  Lindsley,  who  emi- 
grated from  New  York  to  New  Jersey,  where  he 
lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  Henry  Lindsley  came  to 
Michigan  in  an  early  day,  locating  in  Washtenaw 
County,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  In 
April,  1853,  he  came  to  Yan  Buren  County,  lo- 
cating on  section  6,  Decatur  Township,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Of  this  amount,  he  himself  cleared  eighty  acres, 
and  he  also  cleared  a  part  of  the  farm  on  which 
our  subject  resides. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Lindsley  married  Irvena  N.  Brown, 
a  native  of  this  State,  who  died  in  1857.  He  was 
again  married  in    1859,   his   second    union    being 


with  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Wilcox,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  resided  in 
Decatur  Township.  Mr.  Lindsley  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  his  entire  life,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  dealings.  He  was  a  self- 
educated  man,  a  great  reader  and  student,  and 
was  much  better  informed  than  many  who  had 
good  school  privileges.  He  provided  his  children 
with  good  educational  advantages.  His  speech 
was  free  from  all  profanity,  his  life  was  free  from 
wrong-doing,  and  the  friends  whom  he  won  were 
many.  He  died  March  1,  1888,  and  was  buried  in 
Decatur  Cemetery.  The  second  wife  still  sur- 
vives him. 

In  the  Lindsley  family  were  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
and  are  still  living:  Clarence  IL,  of  this  sketch; 
James  IL,  born  September  22,  1850,  now  a  farmer 
of  Texas;  Frank  E.,  born  April  7,  1855,  is  a  school 
teacher  of  Decatur  Township;  William  G.,  born 
October  14,  1863;  Nellie  S.,  born  August  8,  1865, 
now  the  wife  of  Albert  Bidlack,  of  Hamilton 
Township;  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  and  Mabel,  who  was  born  June  20,  1875. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  has  spent  nearly  his  entire  life  in 
Yan  Buren  County.  He  was  born  in  Saline, 
Wayne  County,  February  14,  1849,  and  was 
therefore  only  four  years  of  age  when  he  became 
a  resident  of  Decatur  Township.  In  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  he  was  reared  to  manhood, 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  left  home  on  a 
visit  to  the  Eastern  part  of  Michigan.  Return- 
ing at  the  end  of  two  months,  he  continued  to 
aid  his  father  until  August,  when  he  hired  out  as 
a  farm  hand.  In  November  following,  he  took  a 
contract  for  clearing  land,  to  which  he  devoted 
his  energies  during  the  winter. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Lindsley 
occurred  December  18,  1873,  when  was  celebrated 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  Mc Williams,  daugh- 
ter of  Archibald  and  Ann  Mc  Williams.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  they  removed  to  the  farm  which  is 
still  their  home.  It  first  comprised  only  forty 
acres,  which  our  subject  had  purchased  of  his  fa- 
ther, but,  from  time    to   time,  as  his  financial   re- 
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sources  increased,  he  extended  its  boundaries, 
until  it  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  that  yield  a  golden  tribute  to  his  care  and 
cultivation.  In  his  farming  operations  he  is  quite 
successful.  The  past  year  his  yield  of  wheat  was 
eleven  hundred  bushels.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming,  he  engages  to  some  extent  in  stock- 
raising,  keeping  on  hand  good  grades  of  horses, 
cattle  and  hogs. 

The  cause  of  temperance  has  ever  found  in  Mr. 
Lindsley  a  stanch  advocate  and  the  liquor  traffic 
a  bitter  opponent.  His  views  on  the  question  have 
led  him  to  affiliate  with  the  Prohibition  party, 
which  he  now  supports  by  his  ballot.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Equitable  Aid  Union  and  belongs 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Decatur,  in  which 
he  holds  the  office  of  Elder.  In  the  Master's  vine- 
yard he  is  an  active  worker,  having  labored  long 
in  both  church  and  Sunday-school.  The  Lindsley 
household  is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  and  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  rank  high  in  social  circles. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born  six 
children:  Blanche  Gertrude,  born  June  12,  1875; 
Charles  Herbert,  September  17,  1876;  Bessie  Irv- 
ena,  June  8,  1879;  James  Ward,  April  26,  1882; 
Lora  Louisa,  June  3,  1885;  and  Grace  Hardenia, 
December  1,  1888. 


LPHONSO  F.  HOWE  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Talbot  &  Howe,  contractors  and 
builders  in  Allegan.  This  partnership  has 
been  formed  during  the  last  three  years? 
and  they  have  been  engaged  in  erecting  some  of 
the  finest  residences  and  business  blocks  in  the 
city.  At  the  present  time,  they  are  erecting  the 
High  School  Building,  which  will  cost  120,000, 
and  which  will  be  the  finest  in  the  county.  They 
give  employment  to  a  number  of  men,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  the  business  of  contractor  and  builder, 
Mr.  Howe  is  the  proprietor  of  a  brickyard  on  the 
Paw  Paw  road,  which  he  established  seven  years 
ago.  He  is  thus  enabled  to  furnish  the  best  grade 
of  brick  for  the  buildings  in  this  vicinity,  the 
High  School  spoken  of  above  requiring  four  hun- 
dred thousand.     Mr.  Howe  was  given   the  charge 


of  the  building  of  the  Grand  Plank  Hotel,  at 
Mackinac,  this  State,  which  is  the  largest  hotel  in 
the  State.  He  also  superintended  the  erection  of 
the  Michigan  Buggy  Company  building  at  Kala- 
mazoo. 

Mr.  Howe,  of  this  .sketch,  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Sally  A.  (Miller)  Howe,  natives  respectively 
of  New  York  and  Connecticut.  His  father  was  a 
distiller  and  died  in  1839  in  Paris,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.  His  mother  came  to  Michigan,  where  her 
decease  occurred  in  Grand  Rapids.  Joseph  Howe 
was  a  Captain  in  the  State  Militia,  holding  that  of- 
fice at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Two  of  the  four 
children  comprising  the  parental  family  are  still 
living:  our  subject  and  Joseph,  Jr. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in 
the  Michigan  schools,  and  early  in  life  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  twenty 
years  ago,  when  he  combined  with  it  the  business 
of  an  architect.  He  purchased  a  farm  on  the  Paw 
Paw  Road,  within  the  corporate  limits  of  that  city, 
where  he  has  a  good  home.  He  manufactures 
brick  and  drain  tile  upon  his  place,  for  which  he 
has  a  ready  and  ever-increasing  sale. 

Mr.  Howe  was  married,  in  1860,  to  Miss  Candace 
E.,  the  daughter  of  James  Caskey.  To  them  have 
been  born  three  children:  William  J.,  Kate  M.and 
Nellie  L.  In  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  held  the  offices  of  Township  Treasurer  and 
Clerk,  and  has  also  served  in  the  village  council. 
Socially,  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  Mason,  and  a 
Knight  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Howe  is  one  of  the 
wide-awake,  enterprising,  business  men  of  Allegan 
County,  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  give  a 
brief  outline  of  his  history,  as  well  as  a  view  of  his 
place. 


5DWIN  T.  CRUSE.  The  British-American 
citizens  of  Michigan  are  a  fine  class  of  sturdy, 
stalwart  men  of  pluck  and  principle  and 
among  them  we  find  the  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  doing  a 
fine  business,  dealing  in  corn,  oats,  wheat,  clover 
seed,  baled  hay,  etc.     Edwin  T.  Cruse  was  born  in 
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the  Parish  of  Stokeclimsland,  County  of  Cornwall, 
England,  January  6,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Falley)  Cruse,  also  natives  of  Eng- 
land. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  an  engineer,  and 
emigrated  to  America  nineteen  years  ago.  Com- 
ing directly  to  Michigan,  he  settled  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  an 
engineer  until  1888,  the  date  of  his  advent  into  Al- 
legan County.  He  is  now  engaged  in  running  the 
engine  in  the  elevator  of  his  son,  our  subject. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John 
and  Mary  (Cruse)  Cruse,  who  lived  and  died  in 
their  native  England.  William  Cruse  was  reared 
on  a  farm  until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  When 
starting  out  for  himself,  he  worked  in  a  mine  for 
twenty  years,  then  engaged  in  running  a  station- 
ary engine  until  coming  to  America,  nineteen 
years  ago.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  about 
1875,  while  the  family  were  living  on  Lake  Super- 
ior. 

Edwin  T.  Cruse  received  a  good  education  in 
his  native  land,  after  which  he  commenced  mining, 
which  occupation  he  followed  until  coming  to 
America  in  1864.  Landing  in  New  York  on  the 
6th  of  June,  he  came  West  immediately  to  the  Lake 
Superior  regions  where  he  was  engaged  in  mining 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  clerked  in  a  general 
store  at  the  Central  Mine  at  Central  Michigan.  He 
later  clerked  in  the  store  in  the  Atlantic  Mine  and 
then  with  North  &  Briggs  at  the  Hackley  Mines. 

Wishing  to  fit  himself  for  mercantile  life,  Mr. 
Cruse  went  to  Kalamazoo  and  took  a  course  in  the 
business  college  in  that  city.  He  also  took  a 
twelvemonths'  course  in  the  Theological  Seminary 
in  Chicago,  after  which  he  came  to  Allegan,  the 
date  thereof  being  August  6,  1877.  Soon  after 
locating  here,  he  purchased  of  H.  B.  Peck  the  only 
elevator  in  the  place,  and  now  carries  on  a  large 
business,  shipping  grain  over  three  different  rail- 
roads. His  elevator  has  a  capacity  of  over  twenty 
thousand  bushels  of  grain  and  is  supplied  with  a 
twelve-horse  power  engine. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1886,  to  Miss  Nellie, 
daughter  of  William  B.  Jenner.  She  is  a  most 
estimable  and  cultured  lady  and  presides  with 
grace  and    dignity   over  their   beautiful   home,  a 


view  of  which  appears  in  this  connection.  Our 
subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  has  four  brothers 
and  one  sister:  James,  William,  John,  Alfred,  and 
Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Thomas. 


^t^^  ARKP]R  S.  TRUAX  is  at  present  engaged 

JJ)  in  cultivating  a  beautiful  tract  of  land  on 

^^    section    11,   Hopkins   Township,  Allegan 

lil  County,  of  which  he  is  the  proprietor. 
His  father,  Andrew  Truax,  was  a  native  of  Canada 
and  a  farmer,  although  in  early  life  he  ran  a  saw- 
mill for  twelve  years.  His  mother  was  known  in 
her  maidenhood  as  Edith  Fordyceand  was  born  in 
New  Brunswick;  she  died  in  1854.  Andrew  Truax 
was  again  married  and  at  the  present  time  is  liv- 
ing with  his  third  wife  in  Canada,  being  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  By  his  first  marriage,  he  be- 
came the  father  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  parents,  his 
birth  occurring  July  27,  1844,  in  Canada.  He  was 
given  a  limited  schooling  and  remained  with  his 
father,  aiding  in  the  development  of  the  farm,  un- 
til reaching  his  nineteenth  year.  At  that  time  he 
bought  his  time  of  his  father  and  as  he  was  anxious 
to  come  to  the  States,  in  1863  made  his  advent  into 
Michigan  and  engaged  to  work  out  in  Martin 
Township,  Allegan  County.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  Company  H,  First  Regiment  of  Michi- 
gan Engineers  and  Mechanics.  He  joined  his 
regiment  at  Cartersville,  Ga.,  where  they  were  en- 
gaged in  building  bridges.  He  then  went  to  At- 
lanta, a  portion  of  his  regiment  in  the  meantime 
having  been  sent  up  the  Chatlahoochie  River  where 
they  were  occupied  in  bridge-building  for  four 
weeks.  He  later  started  with  his  regiment  for 
Savannah  under  Gen.  Sherman  and,  when  one  day's 
march  from  that  city,  his  regiment  was  ordered 
back  and  sent  by  boat  to  Beaufort,  in  order  that 
they  might  rest  up. 

Previously,  however,  while  at  Savannah,  Mr. 
Truax  had  been  detailed  on  five  foraging  expedi- 
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tions,  each  occupying  about  three  days.  When 
leaving  Savannah,  the  regiment  of  which  our  sub- 
ject was  a  member  was  in  advance  of  the  army  un- 
der Gen.  Sherman.  The  enemy  in  the  city  were 
prepared  for  them  and  they  were  tired  upon  from 
batteries  placed  on  flat  cars.  One  sohd  shot  struck 
the  file  of  men  in  which  Mr.  Truax  was  marching, 
knocking  him  down,  and  one  of  his  comrades,  who 
was  marching  near  him,  was  thrown  thirty  feet  in 
the  air  and  instantly  killed.  Our  subject  refused 
to  be  taken  to  the  hospital,  although  quite  se- 
verely injured,  and  remained  with  his  company  un- 
til fully  restored. 

The  Michigan  regiment,  in  company  with  a  com- 
pany of  Missouri  Engineers,  built  a  road  five  miles 
and  three-quarters  m  length  through  a  deep  swamp. 
They  existed  sometimes  on  very  short  rations  and 
often  their  meal  consisted  of  rice  which  they  picked 
from  the  fields.  They  remained  at  Savannah  for 
two  or  three  weeks  and  then  left  with  the  army  for 
North  Carolina  and  were  about  thirty  miles  from 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  when  Gen.  Johnston's  army  sur- 
rendered to  Sherman.  Mr.  Truax  later  took  part 
in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  was 
mustered  out  a  few  days  later  and  received  his  dis- 
charge at  Jackson,  this  State, in  June,  1865. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Truax  came  to 
Martin  Township,  Allegan  County,  and  as  he  was 
unable  to  do  any  kind  of  work  went  to  his  home 
in  Canada  and  spent  $500  in  doctor's  bills.  When 
fully  recuperated,  he  returned  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  his  present  property,  which  then  was  in 
its  primitive  condition.  He  paid  $300  down  on 
his  land  and  began  industriously  the  work  of  clear- 
ing and  improving  it. 

In  April,  1877,  Mr.  Truax  and  Miss  Eveline  D., 
daughter  of  Russell  and  Charity  (Dymon)  Gaylor, 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Truax  were  early  settlers  of  Allegan  County,  where 
the  father  died  in  1889;  the  mother  is  still  residing 
in  Otsego  Township. 

Mrs.  Truax  was  born  July  16,  1856,  in  Otsego 
Township,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  six  children,  viz:  Jessie  L., 
Leonard  A.,  Edith  Augusta,  Orville  G.,  George 
Olin  and  an  infant  not  yet  named.  Mr.  Truax 
has  sixty  acres  of  his  estate  under  excellent  im- 


provements and  is  ranked  among  the  intelligent 
farmers  of  this  locality.  A  view  of  his  homestead 
appears  on  another  page.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Arm}^  of  the  Republic  and  is  also  a  Patron 
of  Industry.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and 
has  been  Road  Overseer  of  his  township. 


«^ 


«^ 


^OHN  W.  HOOVER  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
general  meat  market,  located  at  No.  524 
Oak  Street,  Kalamazoo,  where  he  is  doing  a 
very  profitable  business.  He  is  a  native  of 
Canada,  having  been  born  in  Welland  County, 
May  16,  1842.  His  parents  were  David  and  Mary 
E.  (Pew)  Hoover,  the  father  a  native  of  Canada 
where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  continued  to 
reside  in  the  Dominion  until  1866,  at  which  time 
he  emigrated  to  the  States  with  his  family  and  lo- 
cated in  Allegan  County,  on  a  farm.  He  con- 
tinued to  cultivate  the  soil  until  his  death  in  the 
spring  of  1888,  his  wife  passing  away  on  the  same 
farm  in  the  fall  of  1888. 

John  W.  Hoover  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
until  eighteen  years  of  age-,  in  the  meantime  at- 
tending the  district  school.  He  then  learned  the 
trade  of  a  butcher.  In  1865,  he  also  came  to  this 
State,  and,  locating  at  Ganges,  Allegan  County, 
opened  a  meat  market  and  was  fairly  successful  in 
his  undertaking.  In  1882,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo 
where  he  established  a  market  on  Potter  Street, 
and  prosecuted  his  business  there  for  four  years. 
He  later  removed  to  his  present  location,  where  he 
has  erected  a  building  suitable  for  the  proper 
carrying-on  of  his  line  of  business.  He  has  one  of 
the  finest  markets  in  the  city,  and  keeps  con- 
stantly on  hand  a  splendid  assortment  of  choice 
meats,  making  his  own  sausage,  lard,  etc.  He  con- 
tracts for  most  of  his  supplies  from  Chicago  parties 
and  his  patrons  are  thus  assured  that  they  will 
receive  the  very  best  the  market  affords. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  A.  Kitchen,  in  June, 
1866,  and  to  them  have  been  born  one  daughter: 
Mary  C,  who  is  the  wife  of  Delno  Henshaw,  of 
Morgan  Park,  111.  Mr.  Hoover  commenced  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder  in  starting  out  in  life  and 
now  has  one   of  the  finest   businesses  in    his  une 
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in  Kalamazoo.  He  owns  a  pleasant  residence  lo- 
cated at  No.  522  Oak  Street,  and  is  so  situated 
that  lie  is  enjoying  a  handsome  income.  Socially, 
he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and,  with  his  wife,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Prohibitionist. 


^♦♦♦♦K- 
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^  AMES  GARNER  CLARK,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent business  men  of  Gobleville,  Van 
Bui  en  County,  is  a  prosperous  merchant  and 
is  also  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  gristmill. 
His  father  was  Benjamin  Clark,  a  native  of  England, 
where  he  was  born  in  1800,  and  was  a  miller  by 
occupation.  Jhe  mother  was  Elizabeth  Motley 
in  her  maidenhood,  and  also  a  native  of  England, 
born  in  1808.  They  were  married  in  England  and 
came  to  America  in  1830,  and  settled  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  carried  on  farm- 
ing until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1854.  The 
good  wife  and  mother  died  in  Michigan  in  1869. 
The}^  were  the  worthy  parents  of  eleven  children, 
those  surviving  bearing  the  names  of  Benjamin 
R.,  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  H.  T.  Herron),  Thomas  M., 
Eliza  S.,  James  G.  and  Marian  Z.  The  deceased 
are  Rebecca  A.,  Hiram  A.,  Joseph  A.,  Henry  and 
Louisa.  The  family  came  to  Michigan  in  1857, 
and  settled  in  the  "north  woods"  of  Van  Buren 
County. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  10,  1846,  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  eleven  years  old 
when  he  came  to  this  State.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  and  at  Hillsdale 
College,  after  which  he  taught  three  terms.  In 
1868,  he  embarked  in  the  merchandise  business  in 
Geneva  Township,  and  two  years  later  came  to 
Gobleville  and  put  up  the  first  store  here.  The 
building  is  now  occupied  by  W.  S.  Crosby  cfe  Co. 
This  he  carried  on  ten  3^ears,selling  dry  goods,  boots 
and  shoes,  groceries  and  hardware.  In  1882,  he 
purchased  his  mill  which  was  then  a  small  grist- 
mill, with  a  portable  engine.  He  has  remodeled 
it  completely  and  now  has  a  full  roller  system  with 
a  large  elevator.  He  buys  and  handles  all  the  wheat 
that  is  offered  here.  The  capacity  of  the  mill  is 
fifty  barrels  per  day.     It  is  run  all  the  year  round 


and  does  a  general  milling  business.  From  three 
to  four  hands  are  employed  in  the  place  all  the 
time  and  flour  of  all  grades,  feed,  and  buckwheat 
flour  are  manfactured.  His  market  is  mostly 
local  trade,  but  he  sends  some  to  New  York  City 
and  Baltimore. 

In  addition  to  his  mill,  Mr.  Clark  has  a  grocery, 
boot  and  shoe  store.  He  will  erect  a  good  brick 
building  the  coming  spring  for  mercantile  purpose. 
Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  May,  1875,  to  Hattie  A. 
Goble,  a  daughter  of  Warren  and  Cordelia  (Wafle) 
Goble,  now  residents  of  Gobleville.  Mrs.  Clark 
was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  March  24,  1855, 
and  to  her  has  been  born  two  children:  Pearl  J. 
and  Ruby,  born  July  25,  1876,  and  November  14, 
1887,  respectively.  The  eldest  daughter  is  attend- 
ing the  High  School  department  of  the  Gobleville 
graded  schools.  Mr.  Clark  and  his  daughter  Pearl 
are  members  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church  and 
he  has  been  Trustee  and  Clerk  of  the  same  and  also 
took  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  present  church 
here.  He  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  until  his  hearing  was  affected.  Mr.  Clark 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  school  affairs  and 
has  been  on  the  School  Board.  When  in  Geneva 
Township,  he  served  as  Township  Clerk  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  but  the  last  few  years  he  has 
cast  his  influence  with  the  Prohibition  party,  hav- 
ing always  been  a  strong  temperance  man.  He 
built  his  fine  residence  in  1875  and  has  also  put 
up  one  other  residence,  two  stores  and  his  mill. 
The  church  and  parsonage  were  erected  mainly 
through  his  efforts  and  support.  For  several  years 
Mr.  Clark  was  interested  in  bee  culture.  He  is  a 
thorough  business  man  and  is  a  good  example  for 
3^oung  men  just  starting  in  active  life  to  follow. 


ENRY  SHERMAN  PARKER,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  busi- 
ness men  of  Kalamazoo.  He  was  born  in 
^  Waterbury,  Conn.,  April  2,  1823,  and  was 
the  son  of  Charles  and  Deborah  Isabella  Parker, 
the  father  a  manufacturer  of  hats  and  trunks  m 
Tarrytown,  N.   Y.      Our  subject's  mother   was  a 
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native  of  Connecticut  and  of  English  descent. 
The  family  later  removed  to  Medina,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  made  their  home  until  coming  to  Battle 
Creek,  this  State,  in  1857.  Our  subject  came  to 
Kalamfizoo  during  the  same  year,  and  here  the 
elder  Mr.  Parker  started  a  trunk  factory,  in  which 
business  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  1878. 
He  was  of  Scotch  and  English  extraction  and  stood 
high  in  financial  circles  in  his  community. 

He  of  whom  we  write  w^asthe  eldest  of  the  paren- 
tal family  of  twelve  children  and  passed  his  boyhood 
days  in  Medina,  N.  Y.  His  primary  studies  were 
conducted  in  the  common  schools,  which  were  later 
supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  Medina  Acad- 
emy. He  engaged  to  work  in  a  hat  factory  when 
twelve  years  of  age  and  while  thus  employed  met 
with  a  serious  accident  by  having  his  hand  caught 
in  the  machinery,  which  caused  him  to  lose  that 
member. 

The  father  of  our  subject  having  met  with  finan- 
cial reverses,  Henry  S.  was  early  in  life  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  His  pluck  and  energy, 
however,  won  him  success  wherever  he  went,  which 
was  greatly  needed  as  he  had  to  care  for  the  fam- 
ily for  a  time.  In  1844,  Henry  S.  Parker  was  mar- 
ried to  Rachel  Gregory,  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Philo  and  Rachel 
(Card)  Gregory  and  soon  after  her  marriage  lo- 
cated with  her  husband  in  Medina,  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Parker  was  engaged  as  a  hatter 
and  furrier. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  came  to  Michigan  in 
1857,  and  made  his  home  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
was  successfully  engaged  in  business  until  his 
death,  February  5,  1885.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker,  viz:  Sarah 
E.,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Hazzard  of  this  city;  Henry  P.,  de- 
ceased; Villa  C.  who  resides  with  her  mother; 
Frances  V.,  also  at  home;  Charles  M.,  Julia  L.  and 
Ella  L.     Two  children  died  in  infancy. 

In  religious  matters,  Mr.  Parker  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics,  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  was  always  a  liberal  and 
cheerful  contributor  to  all  charitable  enterprises 
and  a  man  greatly  respected  in  his  community. 
His  family  make  their  home  in  a  comfortable  and 
pleasant  residence,  located  at  No.  435  Woodward 


Avenue.  Few  men  have  done  more  for  Kalamazoo 
than  our  subject.  He  built  four  stores  and  several 
houses  and  was  always  keenly  alive  to  everything 
that  tended  to  the  upbuilding  of  his  community, 
and  we  can  truly  say  the  world  was  better  for  his 
having  lived.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Gregory  made 
his  home  with  our  subject  until  1884,  when  he  died 
in  his  ninety-second  year.  He  was  a  Class-leader 
in  the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  of  which  body 
he  had  been  a  member  for  fifty-seven  years.  His 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Mountain  Home  Cem- 
etery. 

ylLBUR  F.  REED.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Kala- 
mazoo, is  Chief  Engineer  and  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Water  Works.  His  beautiful  home 
is  located  at  No.  1026  South  Park  Street,  and  io 
presided  over  by  his  amiable  wife.  He  was  born 
at  Grass  Lake,  Jackson  County,  this  State,  August 
8,  1851,  and  was  the  son  of  Mulford  and  Laura 
(Jackson)  Reed.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  came  to  this  city  in  1866,  where 
he  died  in  1872;  his  wife  still  makes  her  home 
here. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  machinist,  and  was  thus 
employed  in  different  places  in  this  State,  at  one 
time  being  foreman  of  the  Kalamazoo  Foundry  & 
Machine  Company.  In  July,  1890,  he  became 
Assistant  Engineer,  and  April  20,  1891,  was  ap- 
pointed Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of 
the  Water  Works,  succeeding  George  H.  Chand- 
ler. He  gives  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his 
position,  and  gives  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

April  25,  1875,  Wilbur  F.  Reed  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Ella  L.  Jacobs,  of  Kalamazoo. 
The}^  have  become  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Ernest 
and  Arthur.  Socially,  our  subject  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low and  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason.  Mr.  Reed 
is  a  thorough  master  of  his  trade,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  condition  and  systematic  arrangement  of 
everything  connected  with  the  engine  house.  He 
had  naturally  a  mechanical  mind  and  never  was 
more  at  home  than  when  at  work  on  some  piece 
of   machinery.     Being   thoi'oughly  versed  in  the 
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technical  systems  of  mechanical  engineering,  as 
well  as  on  the  practical  side  of  the  question,  he 
makes  a  most  desirable  man  as  Superintendent  of 
such  an  important  plant  as  the  water  system  of 
the  city  of  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Reed  has  strong  social  proclivities  and  is  a 
''hail  fellow  well  met,"  and  no  more  popular  man 
can  be  found  in  the  city.  Kalamazoo  is  supplied 
with  over  thirty  miles  of  water  main  and  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  department  is  $10,000  per  an- 
num. The  number  of  gallons  pumped  is  two  hun- 
dred millions  per  day.  They  use  the  direct  sys- 
tem, with  no  reservoir  or  stand-pipes,  and  have 
four  engines — a  Holly  Quadruplex  of  one  million 
capacity,  a  Worthington  Duplex  of  two  millions, 
and  two  Gaskill  Compound  engines  of  three  mil- 
lions each. 


HUBAEL  AUSTIN  LINCOLN,  of  Kalama- 
zoo, was  born  near  Chelsea,  Vt.,  May  5, 
1805,  which  was  the  fifth  day  of  the  fifth 
month  of  the  fifth  year  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  he  is  the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of 
twelve  children.  Two  brothers  of  the  name  of 
Lincoln  came  from  England  to  America  and  were 
the  founders  of  the  family  in  this  country.  One 
settled  in  Connecticut,  the  other  in  Kentucky, and 
from  the  latter  Abraham  Lincoln  was  descended. 
Shubael  Lincoln,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  the  6th  of  March,  1770,  in  Connecticut  and 
spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm.  He  be- 
came an  expert  mechanic,  and,  in  the  year  1825, 
emigrated  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  locat- 
ing in  Lake  County,  where  he  made  his  home  un- 
til his  death.  He  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree 
in  Ashtabula  County,  January  30,  1835.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Ellis,  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  April  25, 1775,  and  when  a  young 
maiden  went  with  her  family  to  nv/dv  Chelsea,  Vt. 
Some  years  after  her  marriage,  March  21, 1793,  they 
removed  to  Grand  Isle  County,  Vt.  She  survived 
her  husband  some  years  and  died  in  Kalamazoo, 
September  19,  1854,  her  remains  being  interred  in 
Mt.  Hope  Cemeter}^ 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 


parental  roof  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and 
in  connection  with  his  father  built  and  operated 
a  mill  near  Chariton,  Ohio.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo  of  1838.  After  locat- 
ing here,  he  carried  on  a  store  for  about  three  years 
as  a  partner  of  his  brother  Horatio,  when  he  be- 
came Deputy  Sheriff  under  John  Parker  and  for 
two  years  had  charge  of  the  jail.  We  next  find 
him  engaged  in  keeping  a  hotel  and  the  stage  sta- 
tion in  Texas  Township,where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
making  his  home  thereon  for  two  years.  Return- 
ing on  the  expiration  of  that  period  to  Kalamazoo, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  David  Burrell  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons,  in  which  line  of  trade  he 
continued  for  eight  years,  after  which  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business  and  also 
built  a  store  on  Church  Street.  The  grocery 
trade  also  engrossed  his  time  and  attention  for 
some  years,  and  he  again  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff 
under  George  Rix.  In  1874,  he  purchased  his 
home,  which  is  situated  on  a  four-acre  tract  of 
ground  on  a  hill  near  the  asylum  and  commands 
a  fine  view  of  the  entire  city.  In  connection  with 
this,  he  also  owns  a  fine  fruit  farm  of  nine  acres 
and  a  number  of  houses  which  he  rents.    * 

In  Chariton,  Ohio,  June  15,  1824,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Janet  Starr,  who  died 
ten  years  later,  and,  September  14,  1846,  in  New 
Castle,  Pa.,  he  married  Mrs.  Cynthia  Somerville,  nee 
Brown.  She  was  born  in  Ashtabula  Count}^,  Ohio, 
and  for  more  than  fort^^-five  years  they  have  trav- 
eled life's  journey  together.  By  his  first  marriage 
three  children  were  born:  Horatio,  now  residing 
in  California;  Julia,  who  became  the  wife  of  James 
Kelly,  died  in  Piersons,  Mich.,  in  1887;  and  .Carlos 
D.,  telegraph  operator  and  station  agent  at  Potters- 
ville,  Mich.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage 
are  Ellen,  Emily,  Marietta  and  Austin,  all  of  whom 
are  yet  at  home. 

Formerly,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  Whig  in  political 
sentiment  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
John  Q.  Adams  but  since  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  [>art3^  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
porters. He  is  a  great  admirer  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, whom  he  met  while  making  a  speech  in  Kala- 
zoo.  Religiously,  he  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
Church,  which  he  joined  in  1842.     Mr.  Lincoln  is 
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a  genial  gentleman  and  an  entertaining  conversa- 
tionalist. He  and  his  family  are  well  and  favora- 
bly known  throughout  the  community  where  tiiey 
have  resided  for  so  many  years,  he  having  been  a 
resident  of  Kalamazoo  City  and  county  for  a  half 
century. 
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EPHRAIM  T.  MILLS,  Treasurer  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo Publishing  Company,  was  born  in 
Ann  Arbor,  this  State,  February  13,  1830. 
His  father,  Sylvester  W.,  removed  in  1826  from  his 
home  in  New  York  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  five  years 
later  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Richland.  A  partner- 
ship formed  with  Mumford  Eldred  continued  un- 
til 1839,  when  he  removed  to  Verona,  Calhoun 
County,  and  was  in  a  mercantile  business  there 
with  Jeremiah  Teed  until  1.841,  when  he  went  back 
to  Richland  and  from  there  to  Galesburgli,  March  1, 
1843.  In  1844,  he  built  a  gristmill  with  David  Ford 
and  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  W.  Mills  k  Sons, 
engaged  in  merchandising.  Removing  in  1859  to 
Chicago,  he  was  foreman  in  a  machine  shop  until 
his  death,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 

The  marriage  of  Sylvester  W.  Mills  and  Louisa 
Terry  took  place  in  Ann  Arbor,  in  1828.  The 
bride,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day 
and  spent  the  greater  part  of  her  life  in  the  State, 
dying  at  Benton  Harbor,  at  her  daughter's  home, 
in  1886,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven. 
Her  mortal  remains  lie  in  the  cemetery  at  Gales- 
burgh,  by^  the  side  of  her  husband's.  Two  of  their 
five  children  died  in  infancy.  The  youngest  sister, 
Ellen  L.,  married  N.  J.  Eldred,  of  Benton  Harbor, 
where  she  now  resides. 

William  T.,  only  brother  of  our  subject,  and  now 
a  resident  of  Benton  Harbor,  enlisted  during  the 
late  war  in  the  first  company  from  Kalamazoo, 
under  Colonel  Dwight  Ma,y,  and  was  discharged 
for  disability  but  soon  after  re-enlisted  in  the  Six- 
teenth Regimental  Band  and  served  througout  the 
entire  war.  He  was  struck  with  paralysis  and  for 
two  years  was   unable  to  sit   up,  but  finally  re- 


covered.    He    became  blind    through  injuries  re- 
ceived while  in  service. 

Our  subject,  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  be 
of  assistance  to  his  father,  clerked  in  his  store,  be- 
coming a  partner  when  he  was  twenty-one  and 
continuing  in  that  connection  until  1859.  In  1860, 
he  was  elected  County  Registrar  at  a  special  elec- 
tion (the  regular  candidate  having  died  of  heart 
disease)  and  was  twice  re-elected,  serving  for  six 
years.  In  1867,  in  company  with  L.  B.  Kendall, 
he  bought  a  milling  business  at  Kendall  Station, 
twenty  miles  from  Kalamazoo,  and  together  they 
operated  a  sawmill  and  stave  factory  for  three  years 
with  great  success. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Mills  went  to  Kansas  City  and  was 
connected  with  A.  L.  Mason,  formerly  of  Gales- 
burgh,  in  a  steam  cracker  factory,  which,  unfortu- 
nately, was  burned  ten  days  after  being  established 
but  was  rebuilt  at  once.  In  1873,  he  became  Assist- 
ant Cashier  and  Paymaster  of  the  Leavenworth, 
Lawrence  &  Galveston  Railroad,  with  headquarters 
at  Lawrence,  Kan.,  and  held  the  position  until  he 
returned  to  Kalamazoo  in  1875.  Here  he  became 
connected  with  the  Kalamazoo  Publishing  Com- 
pany, and  for  seven  years  was  Assistant  Postmaster 
under  L.  B.  Kendall,  having  entire  charge  of  the 
postofiice  on  account  of  Mr.  Kendall's  absence 
from  the  city  a  good  deal  of  the  time.  The  office 
under  his  supervision  had  the  reputation  of  being 
the  best  managed  of  any  in  the  State. 

November  28,  1854,  Mr.  Mills  was  married  to 
Miss  Helen  L.,  daughter  of  Roswell  Ransom,  and  a 
niece  of  the  ex-Governor.  Mrs.  Mills  was  born  in 
1836,  at  Galesburgh,  where  her  father  settled  in 
1831,  and  was  the  third  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  survive.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
was  a  merchant  and  miller  of  Galesburgh,  and  died 
there  in  November,  1877,  aged  seventy-five.  Her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Loretta  Shafter, 
was  a  daughter  of  Gen.  William  R.  Shafter,  an  ex- 
member  of  the  Vermont  Legislature,  and  is  now 
making  her  home  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Burdick,  at  Kalamazoo. 

A  brother  of  Mrs.  Ransom,  Hon.  Oscar  L.  Shaf- 
ter, was  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Cahfornia, 
and  when  the  two  brothers  were  together  had 
ninety  thousand  acres  of  land  and  the  largest  dairy 
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in  the  world,  owning  four  thousand  cows.  Another 
brother,  Judge  James  M.  M.,  is  a  wealth}^  ranch- 
man, of  San  Francisco.  He  has  twelve  hundred 
milch  cows  and  has  twenty-six  thousand  acres  in  his 
ranch. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  the  parents  of  six  children, 
three  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Glen  W.  resides 
at  Jackson,  and  is  one  of  the  firm  in  the  music 
house  of  S.  B.  vSmith  &  Company;  Frank  R.,  an 
actor  in  the  Alcazar  Stock  Company  Theater  at 
San  Francisco,  promises  to  be  a  future  star  of  the 
stage,  and  has  already  received  many  flattering 
press  notices;  Mamie  E.,  the  only  daughter,  resides 
at  home. 

Although  a  Republican,  Mr.  Mills  is  not  a  part- 
isan. He  was  reared  in  the  Congregational 
Churcli,  but  is  not  now  connected  with  any  relig- 
ious organization,  although  his  belief  tends  to  that 
of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
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GRACE  M.  PECK.  We  are  pleased  to  give 
in  our  list  of  the  best  citizens  of  Kalama- 
zoo the  old  pioneers  and  prominent  busi- 

^j  ness  men,  and  we  therefore  take  special 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  readers  the  name  of 
Horace  M.  Peck.  He  was  born  m  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  in  the  town  of  Watertown,  August 
7,  1814,  and  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  of  a 
family  of  three  children  born  to  Benjamin  M.  and 
Salima  (Atwood)Peck,  also  natives  of  Connecticut. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Peck  w^as  a  very  prominent 
agriculturist  in  the  Nutmeg  State  and  for  several 
3^ears  took  second  premium  for  his  neat  and  well- 
cultivated  estate.  The  Pecks  were  of  Scotch  des- 
cent and  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Tlie  original  of 
this  sketch  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  assisted  his  fatlier  in  clearing  and 
improving  the  home  fnrm  until  reaching  his  ma- 
jority. 

Horace  M.  Peck  came  to  Michigan  in  1836 
where  he  remained  for  a  short  time  and  then  re- 
turned to  Connecticut.  In  the  spring  of  1838,  he 
again  made  the  Wolverine  State  his  home,  this 
time  locating:  in  the  villao^e  of  Yorkville.     He  later 


improved  a  good  farm  where  he  made  his  home 
for  the  live  succeeding  years  and  then  came  to 
Richland  Township  and  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing. He  made  a  specialty  of  sheep-raising  and 
assisted  other  farmers  in  starting  their  flocks.  Mr. 
Peck  has  done  a  great  deal  of  pioneer  work  in 
this  county.  He  also  carried  on  a  brokerage  busi- 
ness. His  home  place  consisted  of  two  hundred 
acres  which  he  placed  under  most  excellent  culti- 
vation and  improved  with  all  the  buildings  nec- 
essary for  the  carrying  on  of  a  first-class  farm.  He 
continued  to  cultivate  his  farm  until  October,  1869 
when  he  moved  into  the  then  village  of  Kalama- 
zoo, where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Peck,  in  compan}^  with  Charles  Dayton,  C. 
H.  Hall  and  Col.  F.  W.  Cortenius  organized  the 
Kalamazoo  Savings  Bank.  He  was  made  its  Vice- 
president,  which  position  he  continued  to  hold  un- 
til 1889,  when  his  failing  health  caused  him  to 
sever  his  connection  with  the  institution.  He 
still  owns  his  beautiful  farm  in  Richland  Township, 
which  nets  him  a  fine  income. 

July  4,  1838,  he  of  whom  we  write  and  Miss 
Amelia  B.  Barnes,  of  Yorkville,  Mich.,  were  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Peck  is  the  daughter  of  Tillot- 
son  and  Clarissa  (Byington)  Barnes,  natives  of 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.  Mrs.  Peck  was  born  in 
Camden,  Oneida  County,  N.Y.  By  her  union  with 
our  subject  six  children  have  been  born,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  namely:  Susan  C;  Horace  B.; 
Frances  S.,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Burrows,  present 
member  of  Congress  from  this  district;  Herbert,  a 
capitalist,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Charles  A.,  Vice- 
president  of  the  City  National  Bank  at  Kala- 
mazoo; and  Benjamin  M.,  who  died  in  1876,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Mr.  Peck  has  accumulated  a  large  property,  hav- 
ing been  interested  in  many  of  the  successful  en- 
terprises of  the  city.  He  is  very  liberal  with  his 
means  and  contributes  cheerfully  to  the  support 
of  churches  and  all  worthy  objects.  He  donated 
$1,000  to  the  Children's  Home  in  this  city  and 
also  the  large  bell  on  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  is  a  large  stockholder  in  the  City  National 
Bank  and  ranks  among  the  wealthy  citizens  of  the 
county.  His  beautiful  residence,  which  is  located 
at  No.  219  West  Cedar  Street,  is  a  handsome  frame 
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structure,  tastefully  furnished  throughout  and 
bears  evidence  of  the  refinement  and  culture  of  its 
inmates.  The  kindly  nature  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck 
leads  them  to  make  life  pleasant  for  others,  and 
their  influence  in  the  community  is   always  for 

2f00d. 


W  AMES  E.  SELKIRK,  who  resides  upon  his 
I  farm  on  section  13,  Hopkins  Township, 
Allegan  County,  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  most  prominent  pioneer  families  of 
this  locality  and  one  that  has  been  identified  with 
the  liistory  of  the  county  since  its  earliest  days. 
His  grandfather,  Jeren;iah  Selkirg  (for  such  was 
the  original  spelling  of  the  name),  was  a  native  of 
New  York  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
as  Aide-de-Camp  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Washington. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  six 
months  and  eleven  days  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  cemetery  at  Selkirk  Lake. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  Selkirk,  Sr., 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1790,  and  married  Han- 
nah Gunn,who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1806.  By  trade  he  was  a  cabinet-maker.  In 
early  life,  he  made  long  voyages  on  the  Atlantic, 
visiting  England  and  Scotland,  and  in  the  latter 
country  took  the  Thirty- third  Degree  of  Masonry. 
He  served  with  Napoleon  on  the  high  seas  and  par- 
ticipated in  several  naval  engagements.  He  was 
an  ordained  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  but 
in  later  life  changed  his  views  and  was  ordained 
an  Episcopal  clergyman  by  Bishop  Onderdonk,  of 
New  York.  In  1835,  he  emigrated  toNiles,  Mich., 
where  he  served  as  pastor  for  three  years.  The 
church  was  too  poor  to  afford  an  organ,  so  he  set  to 
work  to  make  one,  constructing  pipes  and  all,  and 
tuned  it. 

Subsequently,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Selkirk  was  appointed 
missionary  to  the  Ottawa  Indians  and  located 
ground  on  what  is  now  the  banks  of  Selkirk  Lake, 
in  Wayland  Township,  Allegan  County.  The  In- 
dians were  then  under  their  chief,  Sagenaw.  He 
labored  with  them  for  twenty-one  years,  and  to 
support  his  family  carried  on  farming.  His  life 
was  one  of  sacrifice,  but  the  world  is  surely  better 


for  his  having  lived.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  was  a  prominent  Mason,  belonging  to 
Carson  Lodge,  of  Detroit.  He  had  studied  medi- 
cine and  practiced  considerably  in  an  early  day 
here. 

The  name  of  Rev.  Mr.  Selkirk  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  this  county,  for  he  was 
among  its  honored  founders.  He  died  October  5, 
1877,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  family 
cemetery.  His  wife  passed  away  May  24,  1890. 
By  his  first  marriage,  he  had  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Four  children  were  born 
of  the  second  union,  but  our  subject  is  the  only 
one  who  now  survives.  One  brother,  Jeremiah, 
was  killed  by  an  Indian,  at  Crow  Wing,  Minn.,  in 
1858,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four. 

The  yongest  brother,  Charles  C,  acquired  a  su- 
perior education  and  partially  fitted  himself  for 
the  Episcopal  ministry.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
the  most  proficient  Indian  interpreter  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  several  Indian  tongues,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen was  interpreter  to  J.  L.  Breck,  missionarj^ 
among  the  Ojipawa  Indians  in  Minnesota.  While 
there  a  plan  was  formed  to  murder  him  and  the  mis- 
sionaries. The  Indian  chief,  Hail-in-the-Daj^,  sent 
two  braves  to  commit  the  deed,  but  a  sub-chief. 
Crow  Feather,  informed  the  white  traders,  who  thus 
interfered.  While  among  the  Leach  Lake  Indians, 
James  E.  and  Charles  E.  Selkirk  were  attacked. 
One  Indian  stood  over  the  brother  with  uplifted 
tomahawk,  but  our  subject  stood  with  a  revolver, 
which  intimidated  the  Indian  and  he  thus  saved 
his  brother's  life.  Charles  C.  returned  to  his  home 
in  Michigan  and  died  while  teaching  an  Indian 
school  at  Point  Water,  November  19,  1860,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years  and  eleven  months.  On 
another  occasion  aside  from  those  already  men- 
tioned, a  band  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians 
passed  the  night  in  the  Selkirk  log  cabin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  March  4, 
1832,  in  Pompey  Township,  Onondaga  County,  N. 
Y.  Few  have  had  the  wild  experience,  which  was 
his  lot  in  early  life.  The  Indians  were  his  play- 
mates in  boyhood,  and  he  made  such  use  of  their 
language  that  his  father  had  to  send  him  to  school 
in  Kalamazoo  to  re-learn  the  English  tongue.     At 
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twenty  years,  he  left  home,  going  to  New  York, 
where  he  learned  tlie  process  of  making  daguerreo- 
types. He  then  carried  on  a  gallery  in  Tappan- 
town,  N.  Y.,  one  summer,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  Schuyler  Baldwin.  He  then  traveled  in  Min- 
nesota until  his  marriage  and  was  taking  views  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Itasca  when  that  event 
occurred^ 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Selkirk  and  Miss  Henrietta 
E.  Legg  was  celebrated  in  July,  1860.  She  was 
born  in  New  York,  September  4,  1839,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Maria  (Manley)  Legg,  of 
the  Empire  State.  The  death  of  her  father  oc- 
curred in  1842,  and  her  mother  died  in  1869,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selkirk 
began  their  domestic  life  upon  the  old  homestead 
on  the  mission  grounds,  there  residing  until  about 
eight  years  ago,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  13,  Hopkins  Township,  his  present 
farm.  However,  he  still  owns  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  He  carried 
on  general  farming  until  two  j^ears  ago,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  constructing  an  invention  which 
embodies  tlie  idea  of  pumping  water  from  wells 
without  the  use  of  windmills.  He  has  just  com- 
pleted the  machine,  which  is  called  the  Clock  Pump- 
ing Motor,  has  had  it  patented  and  expects  to 
place  it  on  the  market  in  the  spring  of  1892.  It 
has  many  admirable  qualities  and  will  doubtless 
have  a  ready  sale.  A  view  of  this  motor  and  also  of 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Selkirk  will  be  noticed  on  an- 
other page. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selkirk  were  born  three  chil- 
dren :  Addie  B.,  now  the  wife  of  B.  McDermott, 
who  resides  in  Elmira,  Mich.,  with  his  wife  and 
child;  Charles  E,,  who  operates  the  old  homestead, 
married  Jennie  Kelley,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons; 
Lulu  is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  The  parents 
are  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  this 
community  and  rank  high  in  social  circles,  while 
their  own  home  is  the  abode  of  hospitality.  Mr. 
Selkirk  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  has  held  nearly  all 
the  offices  in  the  Blue  Lodge.  He  also  belongs  to 
several  farmer  societies  and  in  politics  is  a  Demo- 
crat. A  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  he 
has  won  for  himself  an  enviable  position  and  has 
42 


the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact.  His  life  has  been  a  varied 
one — his  childhood  spent  among  the  Indians,  his 
early  manhood  in  travel,  his  more  mature  years  in 
farming  and  now,  in  his  later  life,  he  has  turned 
his  attention  to  invention. 


•^^E 
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'^f  OSHUA  B.  BREED.  This  gentleman  is  one 
of  the  well-known  and  representative  farm- 
.^.  ers  of  Almena  Township,  Van  Buren 
^^^  County.  The  origin  of  this  family  in  Amer- 
rica  is  centered  in  Allan  Breed,  who  came  from 
Southampton,  England,  to  America  in  1630,  and 
from  him  the  present  family  is  descended.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Nathaniel  Breed,  was 
born  at  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  and  a  son  of  Nathaniel, 
also  of  Cape  Cod.  The  former  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Whitcomb,and  they  had  eleven  children. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  in 
the  family  circle,  and  was  bornSeptember  10,  1800, 
in  New  Hampshire.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Nancy  (Bangs)  Breed,  born  April  18,  1806. 
They  were  married  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1825,  and  the  husband  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  mercantile  business.  They  came  to  Michigan 
in  1835  to  live,  Mr.  Breed  having  been  here  two 
years  before.  They  located  in  Columbia  Township, 
where  Breedsville  now  is.  There  our  subject  erected 
a  sawmill  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  A  few 
years  later,  he  moved  to  Antwerp  Township,  near 
Paw  Paw,  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  After  moving  several  times,  in  1850 
he  came  to  Almena  Township,  and  made  a  perma- 
nent home  on  section  7.     He  died  in  1876. 

The  parental  family  included  the  following  five 
children:  Stillman  E.,  Jonathan  II.,  Joshua  B.,  and 
Albert  T.,  Phoebe  Ann,  deceased.  The  mother  of 
this  family  died  in  1839,  and  the  father  took  for 
his  second  wife,  in  1841,  Mary  Ann  Miller,  now 
deceased.  She  bore  him  three  children :  Nancy  M., 
Mary  E.  and  Silas  A.  The  father  was  a  Deacon 
for  fifty  years  in  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church  and 
was  the  main  stay  in  the  church.  He  was  a  Whig 
and  afterward  a  Republican  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions.    He  helped  to  organize  the  township,  and 
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was  Supervisor  for  seventeen  years,  also  Supervisor 
of  Antwerp  Township,  holding  the  office  of  High- 
way Commissioner  here,  and  taking  a  lively  interest 
in  schools.     He  was  a  strong  temperance  man. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  fourth  child,  born  July  5, 
1835,  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan when  a  baby  with  his  parents,  and  received 
his  education  here.  His  brothers,  Stillman  F.  and 
Jonathan  H.,  received  sj)lendid  educations,  the 
former  a  graduate  of  Hillsdale  College,  studied  for 
the  ministry,  also  law  and  medicine.  He  moved  to 
California,  and  is  practicing  medicine  there.  Jona- 
than H.  was  a  student  at  Hillsdale  College,  but  grad- 
uated at  the  Kalamazoo  Business  College. 

Mr.  Breed  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-one, and  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming. 
He  had  to  begin  empty-handed  and  worked  out 
on  farms  for  two  years.  He  then  bought  a  farm 
in  Waverly  Township,  in  section  12,  which  he  im- 
proved. In  the  year  1858,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Hattie  Maria  Clark,  born  Ma}^  28,  1839,  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Breed  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Skulthorp)  Clark, 
both  natives  of  England,  who  came  to  America  in 
1836  and  settled  in  New  York  State.  They  came 
to  Michigan  in  1848  and  settled  in  this  township 
on  a  farm  which  they  improved.  She  died  in  1858, 
and  he  in  1886.  Four  of  their  eleven  children 
arc  now  living:  James,  William,  Mrs.  Breed  and 
Robert.     Mr.  Clark,  in  politics,  was  a  Republican. 

Our  subject  sold  out  in  Waverly  Township  and 
came  to  this  place  in  1865  and  located  on  section 
17,  just  across  the  road  from  his  present  farm.  He 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  1882,  and  two  years 
ago  built  his  present  fine  brick  residence  at  a  cost 
of  $4,000.  The  beautiful  abode,  a  view  of  which 
accompanies  this  sketch,  is  handsomely  finished  in 
hard- wood  and  grained;  is  heated  by  a  furnace  and 
finished  from  basement  to  attic.  The  exterior  of 
this  palatial  residence  is  adorned  with  bay  win- 
dows and  balconies,  while  the  interior  shows  the 
taste  and  culture  of  the  lady  who  so  graciously 
presides  over  it.  The  chambers  are  each  decorated 
in  one  color,  such  as  blue,  red  and  mahogany.  The 
artistic  staircase  and  large,  fine  hallway  add  greatly 
to  the  attractiveness  of  the  place  and  contribute 
in  making  it  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  the  town- 


ship. Mr.  Breed  is  also  the  possessor  of  three 
other  residences  and  owns  two  hundred  and  eighty 
broad  acres,  of  which  the  most  are  splendidly  im- 
proved. He  actively  carries  on  his  farm  himself, 
and  is  a  sagacious  and  enterprising  farmer,  as  his 
place  testifies. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breed  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, one  deceased.  The  living  are  Berdette  L., 
born  in  1859,  married  Anna  DeLong,  and  lives  on 
the  home  farm.  Lester  E.,  born  in  1868,  resides 
at  home  with  his  parents.  The  children  have  re- 
ceived splendid  educations  and  the  father  has 
been  an  officer  in  this  school  district.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order  at  Paw  Paw,  aud 
has  been  foroveraquarter  of  a  century.  He  and  his 
amiable  wife  are  members  of  the  Paw  Paw  Orange 
and  were  formerly  members  of  the  Waverly 
Grange.  Both  have  held  offices  in  this  society. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Breed  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Republican  part}^,  and  has  served  his  fellow-citi- 
zens as  Supervisor,  Treasurer  and  Highway  Com- 
missioner. He  helped  to  establish  local  option 
here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Breed,  with  their  f ami Ij^,  stand 
among  the  best  circles  in  the  township,  and  are 
held  in  respect  by  all. 


^..2^©_ 
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RMSTRONG  B.    LYSTER.      On    the   old 

homestead  in  Van  Buren  County  which 
his  father  purchased  many  years  ago,  this 
gentleman  is  assiduously  performing  his 
as  one  of  the  thorough-going  farmers  of 
Columbia  Township.  The  place  comprises  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  four  acres  on  section  16,  and 
is  embellished  with  a  substantial  set  of  buildings 
for  the  storage  of  grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock, 
as  well  as  by  the  commodious  residence  which 
is  the  abode  of  the  family.  As  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  obliging  neighbor  and  open-hearted  friend, 
he  has  won  a  place  among  the  prominent  and 
representative  citizens  of  the  community. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  William  J. 
Lyster,  a  Captain  in  the  British  army,  whose 
wife  was  in  maidenhood  Miss  Martha  Ilatton,  a 
daughter  of  Col.  John  Hatton,  of  the  British  army. 
After  his    marriage,   Capt.  Lyster   settled   in   his 
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native  conn  try-Ireland- where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  more  than  four-score.  He  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  an  upright  man. 
He  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  three  children, 
namely:  Armstrong  T.,  father  of  our  subject; 
William  N.,  one  of  the  first  Episcopal  mission- 
aries in  Michigan ;  and  Matilda.  The  eldest  in 
the  family  was  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle  April  3, 
1803,  and  received  a  splendid  education  at  Trin- 
ity College,  Ireland.  He  studied  law  and  engaged 
in  its  practice  as  well  as  in  the  supervision  of  his 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres. 

On  October  19,  1848,  Armstrong  T.  Lyster  and 
his  family  landed  in  New  York  City,  having  em- 
igrated hither  from  their  native  countr^^  They 
at  once  proceeded  west  to  Lenawee  County,  this 
State,  where  the  father  purchased  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  and  on  the  homestead  lie  there  estab- 
lished resided  five  years.  Afterward  he  sojourned 
in  Toledo,  Ohio,  for  two  years,  and  was  there  oc- 
cupied in  the  office  of  the  Toledo  Blade.  In 
March,  1855,  he  came  to  Columbia  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  and  after  residing  for  a  few  years 
on  section  16,  removed  to  their  present  farm,  same 
section  and  same  tow^nship,  where  he  cleared 
and  improved  a  farm.  His  death  occurred  on 
that  place  vSeptember  21,  1876.  In  religious  con- 
victions he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
while  his  political  belief  brought  him  into  affil- 
iation with  the  Republican  party. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a  large 
family  of  children,  of  whom  the  following  facts 
are  noted:  Isdell  D.,  who  served  as  First  Sergeant 
in  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry  during  the  late 
war  and  afterward  died  in  this  State;  Armstrong 
B.,  who  died  in  Ireland  when  only  six  years  old; 
Gertrude  M.,  now  Mrs.  Ely;  William  J.,  who  served 
in  the  First  New  York  Light  Artillery  and  died 
in  Denver,  Col.;  Edmund  P\,  now  a  resident  of 
Oregon,  and  who  also  served  in  the  First  New 
York  Light  Artillery;  Armstrong  B.,  our  subject; 
Isabella  H.  F.,  who  died  when  eight;  Florence  I., 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  four,  and  two 
others  who  died  in  childhood. 

The  mother  of  this  family  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Anna  Isdell,  and  was  born  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  while  her  father  was  there  on  duty. 


She  was  one  of  five  children  born  to  Patrick  H. 
and  Anna  M.  (L 'Estrange)  Isdell,  natives  of 
County  Westmeath,  Ireland.  Her  father  was  a 
Captain  in  the  British  army,  and  the  son  of 
Frank  Isdell,  a  farmer.  In  County  Westmeath, 
Ireland,  Armstrong  B.  Lyster  was  born  April  15, 
1847,  and  when  little  more  than  one  year  old 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States. 
He  passed  his  youth  on  the  farm  where  he  still 
lives,  and  early  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of 
agriculture.  He  now  makes  a  specialty  of  peaches 
and  grapes,  in  which  lie  is  very  successful. 

The  marriage  of  Mr  L3^ster  to  Miss  Mary  Isa- 
bella Cossar  took  place  February  19,  1871.  Mrs. 
Lyster  was  born  in  Chatham,  England,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Walter  and  Kate  (Lyster)  Cossar, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Berwickshire,  Scotland, 
and  County  Wexford,  Ireland.  Mr.  Cossar  en- 
tered the  British  army  at  nineteen  and  served  in 
the  Royal  Marines  as  Captain.  In  1865,  he  emi- 
grated to  Montreal,  Canada,  and  two  years  later 
came  to  Chicago,  where  the  family  have  since  re- 
sided. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyster  are  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  as  follows:  Martha  K.,  Bessie  C, 
Anna  F.,  Edmund  B.,  Mary  A.,  Walter  I.,  Ger- 
trude E.,  Lizzie  E.,  Florence  L,  Nona  M.,  Wini- 
fred F.,  and  Rowland  J.  C.  The  members  of  the 
family  find  a  religious  home  in  tlie  Episcopal 
Church  and  enjoy  the  esteem  of  their  large  circle 
of  warm  personal  friends. 


EORGE  N.  MASON.  A  beautiful  and  taste- 
ful home,  placed  in  attractive  surroundings 
and  furnished  according  to  the  dictates  of 
a  cultured  mind,  is  an  educative  power  in  any 
community.  The  "new  education"  of  which  we 
hear  so  much  nowadays  teaches  that  we  learn 
through  the  eye,  and  that  a  lesson  which  is  agree- 
ably taught  has  double  force.  For  that  reason  we 
hold  to  the  truth  with  which  we  open  this  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  Mason  operates  a  fine  farm  on  section  32, 
Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  L.  and  Ruth  (Wright)  Mason,  natives, 
respectively,    of    Massachusetts     and     Schoharie 
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Countj,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  migrated  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  met  and  married  the  mother  of  our 
subject.  He  was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in  Marion, 
N.  Y.,  in  his  seventieth  year,  Mrs.  Mason,  who  was 
born  in  1804,  still  survives  at  an  advanced  age. 

Of  the  parental  family  of  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  George  N.  was  the  seventh  child,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Marion,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
elanuary  5,  1836.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
given  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  When  reaching  his  eighteenth 
year,  he  came  West  to  this  county,  and  in  Cooper 
Township  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years.  His  first 
marriage  occurred  November  23,  1858,  in  Cooper 
Township,  at  which  time  Miss  Ellen  Delano  became 
his  wife.  Mrs.  Mason  was  born  in  that  township, 
August  28,  1840,  and  became  the  mother  of  the 
following-named  four  children:  Etta,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Frank  Young,  died  in  Cooper  Township, 
August  7,  1888,  when  twenty-nine  years  of  age; 
Jennie,  who  died  when  four  years  of  age;  Hattie 
and  Carl.  Mrs.  Ellen  Mason  died  February  1, 
1882. 

George  N.  Mason  was  a  second  time  married,  No- 
vember 25,  1884,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Mellissa  Nash, 
the  widow  of  Horace  Nash,  who  died  in  Williamson, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  November  26,  1873.  She 
had  become  the  mother  of  one  daughter  by  that 
marriage,  Jennie  E.  The  maiden  name  of  Mrs. 
Mason  was  Melissa  Cogswell,  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Eliza  Cogswell,  residents  of  Marion,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  born,  June  14,  1840. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  in  Cooper  Township 
for  four  years  and  then  removed  to  Hopkins,  Alle- 
gan County,  in  which  place  he  resided  for  nine- 
teen months.  He  next  removed  to  Pavilion  Town- 
ship, and  after  a  stay  of  two  years  there,  came  to 
Climax  Township,  this  county,  where  he  lived  for 
three  years.  Later  he  returned  to  Cooper  Town- 
ship and  after  making  this  place  his  home  for 
eighteen  years,  went  to  Charleston  Township.  Six 
months  thereafter,  he  made  the  city  of  Kalamazoo 
his  abiding  place,  where  he  was  a  resident  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  w^hich  time  he  spent  a  year 
and  a  half  in  Charleston  Township.  Again  return- 


ing to  Kalamazoo,  he  enjoyed  life  there  for  another 
six  months  and,  in  1887,  settled  in  Portage  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Mason  was  the  first  man  to  engage  in  the 
wholesale  meat  business  in  Kalamazoo.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  and 
is  a  strong  Republican.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  Chairman  of 
the  Township  Committee.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  educational  affairs  and  for  fifteen  years  was 
a  member  of  the  School  Board.  Mr.  Mason  fias 
always  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
and  ranks  among  the  wealthy  members  of  tlie  agii- 
cultural  community.  He  owns  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  excellent  land  which  is  under  thor- 
ough cultivation.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and,  with  his  estimable  wife,  is  highly  es- 
teemed in  his  community  for  his  excellent  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart. 


OSCAR  D.  MARTIN  is  a  well-to-do  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  36,  Lawrence 
Township,  Yan  Buren  County.  His  place 
consists  of  eighty  acres  which  he  cultivates  in  a 
most  profitable  manner.  He  was  born  in  New 
York,  August  16,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Harry 
and  Emily  (Hungerford)  Martin,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New  York. 

Our  subject  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  West  to  Michigan,  at  which  time 
they  located  in  Waverly  Township,  Van  Buren 
County,  where  the  father  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
la nd.  September  16,  1 86 1 ,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry  and  joined  the  Army 
of  the  West.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  luka,  Hudsonville, 
Holly  Springs,  Hopkins  Mills,  Tallahatchie,  Ox- 
ford and  Coffeeville.  He  took  an  active  part  in  all 
the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged  and 
received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Arkansas  in 
October,  1864.  He  was  in  the  hospital  at  Hamburg 
Landing  and  at  Cincinnati  for  a  short  period. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  married, 
April  12,  1865,  to  Miss  Henrietta   Smith,   of  Paw 
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Paw.  She  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
February  6,  1843,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1864 
from  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  whither  the  family  had 
removed  in  1861.  Her  parents  were  Amos  and 
Orcelia  (Sheldon)  Smith,  natives  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Smith  died  in  Ohio  in  1861.  After  his  mar- 
riage, our  subject  rented  a  piece  of  land  and  farmed 
for  about  four  years,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
old  homestead  until  the  death  of  his  parents.  He 
then  bought  out  the  heirs  and  operated  the  home 
farm,  which  he  sold  a  few  years  later  and  pur- 
chased his  present  estate,  moving  here  in  April, 
1883. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the  pa- 
rents of  two  children:  llariy  A.,  who  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead,  December  2, 1865,  is  married 
and  has  two  children;  Nellie  was  also  born  on  the 
old  homestead.  May  9,  1866.  The  son  has  been 
given  a  fine  education,  being  graduated  from  the 
Lawrence  High  School  and  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, receiving  his  diploma  from  the  latter  institu- 
tion in  1889.  He  is  now  engaged  in  teaching. 
The  daughter  has  also  been  a  teacher,  having  been 
employed  in  Paw  Paw. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Martin  is  a  Democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at 
Lawrence. 

ARRIS  B.  OSBORNE,  M.  D.,  was  born  in 
Sherman,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  Au- 
gust 11,  1841.  His  parents,  Piatt  S.  and 
Mary  A.  (Piatt)  Osborne,  were  natives  of 
Kingsbury,  Washington  County,  of  the  same  State. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  Nehemiah  Piatt,  for 
whom  our  subject's  father  was  named,  he  being 
an  old  friend  of  David  Osborne.  The  Osborne 
family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  the  old  Norse 
conqueror  who  spelled  Iiisname"Asjourn.''  Three 
brothers  who  had  emigrated  to  America  at  an  early 
day  were  driven  from  Long  Island  and  their 
property  confiscated  on  account  of  their  joining 
the  ranks  of  the  Colonists. 

Piatt  Osborne  was  a  musician  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
He  was   a    merchant   and    manufacturing    tanner. 


Our  subject  worked  in  his  father's  tannery  until 
reaching  his  sixteeath  year,  when  he  started  out 
as  a  peddler  of  musical  instruments  and  Yankee 
notions  through  Ohio  and  Illinois,  and  finally  loca- 
ted in  Kane  County,  the  latter  State.  After  three 
years  spent  there,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  Dr.  Samuel  McNair,  of  Blackberry,  111.,  at- 
tending school  at  Elgin  and  Aurora  until  1861, 
when  he  entered  the  State  University  of  Michigan. 
After  attending  there  for  a  period,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Thh'd  Board  of  Trade  Regiment,  at  Chicago, 
serving  in  the  field  in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee. 
He  passed  examination  before  the  Army  Board, 
and  was  commissioned  Surgeon  at  Vicksburg,  May 
9,  1863,  and  after  the  fall  of  that. city  was  made 
Post  Surgeon  and  health  officer  at  that  place.  He 
occupied  that  position  until  October,  1866,  when 
the  city  was  turned  over  to    the  civil   authorities. 

In  1866-67,  our  subject  was  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital, 
New  York,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  his  old  home  in  Sherman,  New  York,  remaining 
there  until  1880.  In  1874,  Dr.  Osborne  took  a 
post-graduate  course  at  the  New  York  College  of 
Physicians  &  Surgeons,  and,  in  1880,  came  to  Kal- 
amazoo, thinking  the  climate  would  prove  benefi- 
cial to  him  as  he  was  a  great  sufferer  from  asthma. 

Dr.  Osborne  enjoys  a  lucrative  practice,  and 
stands  high  in  the  profession.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Society  of  New  York,  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association,  the  State  Medical 
Association  of  Michigan,  and  the  Association  of 
Railroad  Surgeons  of  the  United  States.  He  is  at  the 
present  time  Surgeon  of  the  Kalamazoo  Division  of 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Sovithern  Railroad,  and 
is  President  of  the  Borgess  Hospital  Staff,  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  va- 
rious manufacturing  and  business  enterprises  in 
the  city. 

October  29,  1878,  Dr.  Osborne  was  married  to 
Miss  Nettie  J.  Ames,  a  native  of  Rutland,  Vt. 
She  was  a  teacher  in  Kaneville,  Kane  County,  III., 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  The  Doctor  is  a  Free 
and  Accepted  Mason,  belonging  to  both  Chapter 
and  Council.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  mem- 
ber of  the  Pension  Board  of  Examiners.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.     He 
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has  been  President  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Medical  Society.  With  his  wife,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  They  make  their 
home  at  No.  122  East  Lovell  Street,  where  the 
Doctor  has  erected  a  handsome,  modern  brick  res- 
idence. 


-^¥r 
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ON.  A.  J.  SHAKESPEARE.  Foremost 
among  the  newspapers  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan stands   the   Kalamazoo    Gazette,  which 

5^  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential 
journals  in  this  section  of  the  country.  Not  only 
is  it  a  welcome  guest  to  many  homes,  but  it  has 
always  been  effective  in  molding  public  sentiment 
and  advancing  the  interests  of  the  city,  politically 
and  socially.  When  any  measure  is  brought  for- 
ward which  is  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  community,  it  finds  a  stanch  friend  in  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Gazette,  who  is  alike  courageous  in  bat- 
tling against  unjust  and  illegal  measures,  and  firm 
in  advocating  what  is  right  and  true. 

Mr.  Shakespeare,  who  is  owner  and  editor  of 
the  Gazette,  is  i  native  of  Ohio  and  was  born  in 
Paris  Township,  Portage  County,  January  13, 1839. 
When  about  four  years  old,  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  remaining  for  two  years  in 
Yorkville,  Kalamazoo  County,  and  then  accom- 
panying the  family  to  a  wild,  unimproved  farm 
in  Richland  Township.  In  1848,  a  final  removal 
was  made  to  what  was  then  the  unimportant  vil- 
lage of  Kalamazoo,  and  here,  within  a  week  after 
the  arrival  of  the  family,  the  father  was  taken  ill 
and  died. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen,  our  subject  entered  the 
office  of  the  Gazette  as  an  apprentice,  serving  four 
years,  and  later,  working  during  the  summer  as  a 
journeyman  and  attending  college  in  winter.  For 
one  year  he  was  employed  on  the  Chicago  morn- 
ing papers  and  in  1860  returned  to  Kalamazoo  to 
take  charge  of  the  Gazette,  while  the  proprietor 
spent  the  year  in  Europe.  He  then  purchased  the 
Niles  Democrat  which  he  conducted  for  nine  and 
one-half  years  with  marked  success.  In  1870,  he 
bought  the  Gazette  which  he  still  owns  and  pub- 
lishes.    During  the    more  than    twenty   years    in 


which  he  has  been  proprietor  of  this  paper,  he  has 
increased  its  size  from  a  four-page  to  a  twelve-page 
weekly,  and  has  also  established  an  eight-page 
daily,  which  is  one  of  the  leading  organs  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Michigan. 

For  more  than  thirty  years,  our  subject  has 
served  as  delegate  to  almost  every  county.  Con- 
gressional and  State  convention,  and  was  also  del- 
egate to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  held 
in  Cincinnati  in  1880.  In  1885,  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  of  Kalamazoo,  and  held  that  responsi- 
ble position  for  four  years  and  six  months,  until  a 
change  in  the  administration  was  made.  His 
course  in  life,  both  as  a  business  man  and  citizen, 
has  been  such  as  to  command  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact,  and  while 
he  stands  especially  high  in  the  regard  of  those  of 
his  own  political  belief,  yet  he  maintains  to  a 
marked  degree  the  esteem  of  those  whose  political 
affiliations  are  not  the  same  as  his  own. 


E^ 


eHARLES  CARROLL  CURTENIUS,  the 
present  capable  Street  Commissioner  of 
Kalamazoo,  is  a  native  of  Glenn  Falls,  War- 
ren County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  his  birth  Novem- 
ber 23,  1835.  He  is  the  second-born  of  his  father's 
first  family.  He  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  the  Baptist  College  of  Kalamazoo. 
He  remained  on  his  father's  old  farm  in  Kalama- 
zoo Township,  and  in  the  year  1864  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  farm  himself.  It  is  situated  three 
miles  northwest  of  the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  on  the 
Grand  Prairie.  One  hundred  and  ten  acres  com- 
prise the  estate  on  which  Mr.  Curtenius  carried  on 
farming  until  April,  1889,  when  he  removed  to 
the  city  of  Kalamazoo. 

The  worthy  subject  of  this  notice  was  married, 
January  28,  1862,  to  Miss  Phebe  Smith,  a  daugh- 
ter of  C.  B.  and  Ellen  (Bour)  Smith.  She  is  a 
native  of  England,  where  her  parents  were  farmers. 
Her  father  died  in  Kalamazoo  in  1889.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtenius: 
Edward  F.,  and  Elizabeth  E.  who  resides  with  her 
parents.     Edward  is  carrying  on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Curtenius  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Kala- 
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mazoo  Township  in  1885  and  served  until  1889. 
He  has  held  many  other  township  offices,  and  is 
now  Street  Commissioner  of  the  city,  appointed  in 
the  spring  of  1891.  The  most  of  his  attention  is 
given  to  the  supervision  of  his  farm.  In  his  politi- 
cal views,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party 
and  is  quite  active  in  conventions.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Curtenius  have  a  pleasant  home  at  No.  436  West 
Dutton  Street,  where  the  family  command  the  re- 
spect of  the  entire  community. 


5^  DWIN  MARTIN.  This  w^ell-known  citizen 
of  Kalamazoo  was  born  in  Castile,  Gene- 
see Count3^(now  part  of  Wyoming  County), 
N.  Y.,  November  24,  1828.  His  parents,  Zala  and 
Lucretia  (Harwood)  Martin,  were  natives  respect- 
ively of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  the  father 
being  engaged  as  a  manufacturer  of  plows  in  the 
Empire  State,  also  managing  a  hotel  and  conduct- 
ing farming  operations.  In  1837,  he  removed  to 
Virginia  and  several  years  afterward  died  at 
Forestville,  Md. 

In  1860,  the  widow  and  orphaned  children  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  Edwin  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Hindsburg,  Orleans  County, 
until  1865.  During  the  following  year,  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  with  his  mother  located  at  Paw 
Paw.  He  was  also  accompanied  by  his  sister  Char- 
lotte M.,  the  widow  of  Horace  Nichols,  formerly 
of  Forestville,  Md.  She  now  resides  in  De- 
troit, the  mother  having  died  in  Paw  Paw  about 
1880. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Martin  engaged  in  the  saw- 
mill business  fourteen  miles  north  of  Paw  Paw;  he 
also  conducted  a  meat  market  in  the  village  and 
later  carried  on  a  hardware  store  for  fourteen 
years  under  the  firm  name  of  Free  &  Martin  This 
firm  owned  one-third  interest  in  the  Toledo  & 
South  Haven  Railroad,  being  among  its  incorpora- 
tors, and  Mr.  Martin  being  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany. The  firm  also  purchased  the  old  Paw  Paw 
Railroad  of  four  miles  and  changed  it  to  a  narrow 
gauge  road,  incorporating  it  with  the  Toledo  & 
South  Haven  Railroad. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Martin   disposed  of  both  his  rail- 


road and  hardware  interests  and  one  year  later 
removed  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  a  pleasant 
home  at  No.  325  S.  Burdick  Street.  He  was  mar- 
ried, October  14,  1851,  at  Murray,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss 
Mary  G.  Thomas,  who  died  in  Paw  Paw,  February 
5,  1884.  She  had  two  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancy;  the  other,  Clara  M.,  is  now  Mrs. 
George  G.  Bogue,  of  Detroit.  Mr.  Martin  con- 
tracted a  second  alliance,  choosing  as  his  wife  the 
widow  of  Alexander  Buell,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Cornelia  M.  Granger. 

Mrs.  Martin  is  the  daughter  of  David  and  Lucy 
(Can field)  Granger,  natives  of  Sandisfield,  Mass., 
and  is  of  English  descent,  her  grandfather,  Elihu 
Granger,  having  emigrated  from  Sheffield  to  this 
country.  Her  parents  took  up  Government  land 
in  Jefferson  County.  N.  Y.,  and  there  resided 
forty  years.  January  23,  1850,  Cornelia  was  mar- 
ried to  Charles  M.  Curtis,  a  merchant  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  who  in  1857  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Paw  Paw.  One  year  later, he  engaged 
as  a  nurseryman,  in  which  he  continued  until  his 
death  in  April,  1863. 

October  28,  1869,  the  widow  w^as  married  to 
Alexander  Buell,  whose  death  entailed  upon  her 
extensive  business  interests.  She  is  a  shrewd, 
careful,  business  woman.  She  became  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Martin,  September  6,  1887,  and  in  their  pleas- 
ant home,  amid  happy  surroundings,  they  are 
wont  to  entertain  their  extensive  circle  of  friends. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  a  large  develop- 
ment of  social  qualities  and  are  welcome  guests  in 
gatherings  where  sparkling  wit  and  easy  repartee 
are  found.  Politically,  Mr.  Martin  is  a  Democrat. 
Mrs.  Martin  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal 
Church. 


\X(  OIIN  ANDERSON  CAMPBELL,  a  resident 
at  No.  322  Henrietta  Street,  Kalamazoo,  is 
by  trade  a  contractor  and  builder.  He  was 
born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  November  11, 
1833,  to  Henry  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Campbell. 
Our  subject  served  some  time  with  a  firm  of  ship 
builders  on  the  Clyde  and  after  a  short  time  went 
to  Ireland,  where  he  was  married   in  Belfast,  Au- 


918 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


gust  15,  1854,  to  Miss  Jane  IMiller,  a  native  of  the 
same  place  as  our  subject.  She  was  born  Septem- 
ber 30,  1834,  to  John  and  Jane  (Smith)  Miller,  and 
had  moved  to  Ireland  with  her  parents  four  years 
before  her  marriage.  Mr.  Miller  was  in  the  nurs- 
ery business  at  Belfast. 

The  day  of  the  marriage  of  our  subject,  the 
young  couple  set  sail  for  America  from  Liverpool, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days'  duration 
they  landed  in  New  York  City.  A  brother  of  Mrs. 
Campbell  came  with  them,  and  a  Maj.  Sanford,  of 
Durham ville,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  a  tanner,  hired 
them  all,  and  with  him  they  remained  a  year.  From 
there  they  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,  and  after  a 
stay  of  one  year  at  that  place  journeyed  to  near 
Gait  and  cleared  a  farm,  residing  thereon  until 
1873. 

In  the  last  year  given,  our  subject  and  his  fam- 
ily came  to  Kalamazoo  County.  Another  brother 
of  Mrs.  Campbell  had  located  here  and  engaged  in 
carriage  manufacturing.  Our  subject  had  expected 
to  go  Soutli,  but  instead  was  engaged  as  carpenter 
in  the  manufactory,  where  he  worked  only  one 
year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  journeyed 
to  Austin,  Tex.  Mr.  Campbell  remained  in  the 
Lone  Star  State  only  one  winter,  when  he  decided 
to  return  to  Kalamazoo  and  remain  here.  His  work 
since  that  time  has  been  contracting  and  building  on 
his  own  account,  and  he  has  in  his  employ  from  ten 
to  thirty  men  nearly  all  the  time.  He  has  erected 
a  number  of  large  schoolhouses  and  the  better  class 
of  dwellings,  store-houses,  etc.  His  business  at 
times  ranges  from  130,000  to  $50,000  annually, 
and  besides  his  contracting  business  he  is  interested 
to  some  extent  in  real  estate.  In  his  political 
views,  Mr.  Campbell  votes  for  the  man,  irrespect- 
ive of  party,  in  the  local  elections,  but  in  National 
affairs  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  The  Presbyterian 
faith  was  that  in  which  he  was  reared,  but  he  is 
now  associated  with  that  of  the  Congregationalists. 

To  Mr.  Campbell  and  his  estimable  wife  the  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  born:  Marion,  Mrs.  D. 
N.  White,  whose  husband  is  a  merchant  at 
Petoskey ;  Jane  married  Anthony  Taylor,  of  Kala- 
mazoo; Henry  is  a  ranchman  on  the  Upper  Elk 
River,  in  Roult  County,  Col.;  William  is  a  sales- 
man for  a  Chicago   House;  Isabelle   is   at   home; 


Elizabeth,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School, 
is  a  teacher  in  the  Lake  Street  public  school;  Mary 
is  an  artist  and  resides  at  home;  James  is  with  the 
Gilmore  Bros.,  merchants  of  Kalamazoo;  and  Jes- 
sie, who  is  attending  the  High  School,  lives  at 
home.  The  honored  parents  of  these  children  are 
popular,  pleasant  and  upright  people  and  in  their 
comfortable  home  a  gracious  hospitality  is  dis-' 
pensed. 


//f^  ORNELIUS  MASON,  a  representative  pio- 
[|(  neer  of  Kalamazoo  County,  has  been  a  resi- 

^^^'  dent  here  since  1825,  at  which  time  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Richland  Township, 
coming  from  Connecticut  by  lake  and  canal  to  De- 
troit, and  making  the  remainder  of  the  journey 
by  ox-team  and  wagon.  Oui'  subject  is  a  son  of 
p]dwin  and  Clarissa  (Johnson)  Mason,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  and  he  was  also  born  in  Con- 
necticut. 

The  father  settled  in  this  township  and  county 
in  the  year  above  mentioned  and  took  up  land 
which  was  only  partly  covered  with  timber,  the 
rest  being  natural  prairie.  The  family,  of  course, 
had  to  endure  the  usual  hardships  and  privations 
common  to  pioneer  life.  Four  of  the  family  of 
children  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject  are  still 
living:  Maria,  the  wife  of  John  Nevins;  Betsey, 
the  wife  of  Frank  Storms;  Cornelia,  who  married 
Martin  Olmstead,  and  our  subject,  Cornelius.  The 
father  is  among  the  venerable  and  honored  pio- 
neers of  Richland  Township,  and  is  now  in  his 
eighty-ninth  year. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  a  native  of  Litch- 
field County,  Conn.,  where  he  was  born,  September 
29,  1822.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  this 
county  amid  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  choosing  farm- 
ing as  his  life  vocation.  He  has  seen  this  county 
converted  into  flourishing  cities  and  fertile  farms 
and  he  himself  has  cleared  over  two  hundred 
acres  of  timber  land,  on  which  he  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Mason  was   united   in  marriage,  in  1851,  to 
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Frances  Slater  who  bore  him  six  children,  of  whom 
five  survive,  namely:  Grace,  the  wife  of  Conrad 
Miller;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Oscar  Barnes;  Edwin  S.; 
Bertie,  and  Edith,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Granger.  Minnie  is  the  name  of  the  deceased 
child.  Mr.  Mason 's  second  marriage  took  place  Jan- 
nary  13,  1885,  this  wife  being  Mrs.  Margaret 
Gibson,  the  widow  of  H.  A.  Gibson,  of  Kalamazoo 
Connt}^  She  was  born  in  this  county,  April  30, 
1850,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  (deceased) 
and  Eva  Jackson.  The  mother  now  resides  in 
Barry  County,  and  is  a  native  of  Ohio;  the  father 
was  a  native  of  Vermont.  When  about  eight  years 
old,  Mrs.  Mason's  father  died  and  the  mother  was 
married  to  William  Scott,  who  is  also  deceased. 
The  home  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Mason  has  been  blessed 
by  the  advent  of  one  son,  Bruce,  who  is  attending 
school. 

Mr.  Mason  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  while  the  faith  of  his  wife  is  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  both  are  active  mem- 
bers of  society.  In  politics,  the  vote  of  Mr.  Mason 
is  cast  with  the  Republican  body.  He  is  known 
as  one  of  the  most  skillful  hunters  in  this  part  of 
the  State,  and  has  hunted  more  or  less  during  his 
whole  life.  He  killed  many  deer  when  he  first 
came  here  near  his  own  door,  but  now  has  to  go 
to  Northern  Michigan  to  find  game.  He  is  also 
very  fond  of  fishing. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  appears  a  view 
of  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Mason. 


ARION  MP]AD,  coming  of  the  old  pioneer 
stock  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  belonging 
to  one  of  its  well-known  families,  has  him- 
self materially  contributed  to  its  growth, 
and  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
wealthy  farmers.  He  has  large  farming  interests 
here  and  elsewhere,  besides  other  valuable  property, 
and  his  home  on  his  farm  on  section  1,  Charles- 
ton Township,  is  a  very  pleasant  abode,  the  center 
of  true  comfort  and  genuine  hospitality. 

Mr.  Mead  is  one  of  the  native-born  sons  of 
Michigan,  his  birth  taking  place  May  6,  1836,  near 
Grass  Lake,  in  Washtenaw  County.     His   father, 


Thomas  Mead,  who  was  born  in  1804,  came  to 
Michigan  in  1833,  when  in  the  full  flush  of  early 
manhood,  and  took  up  Government  land  in  Wash- 
tenaw County.  Three  years  later,  he  sold  that 
place,  and,  coming  to  Kalamazoo  County,  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres  of  land 
in  Charleston  Township,  and  was  among  the  first 
settlers  of  this  vicinity.  He  moved  with  his  family 
into  a  log  cabin  that  he  had  erected,  and  while  he 
dwelt  here  he  did  good  pioneer  work,  and  was 
greatly  respected  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen.  His 
last  days  were  passed  in  Battle  Creek  Township, 
where  he  died  in  May,  1878.  He  was  a  well-known 
figure  in  the  early  history  of  this  countj^  He 
kept  a  breaking  team,  and  he  broke  land  where  the 
city  of  Battle  Creek  now  stands.  He  was  a  sound 
Democrat,  and  was  well  posted  in  political  matters. 
He  was  also  well  informed  in  history,  and  was  as 
conversant  with  the  Bible  as  many  a  minister,  al- 
though he  was  not  a  church  member.  He  had  a 
broad,  tolerant  mind,  and  was  liberal  in  his  religi- 
ous views,  and  generous  m  contributing  of  his 
means  to  churches,  or  to  anj^hing  that  would  in 
any  way  prove  beneficial  to  the  public. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Fanny  Bloom,  was  a  native  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.  She  was  reared  within  six  miles  of 
Ithaca,  and  died  in  1886.  Four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters were  born  of  her  marriage,  all  but  one  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  and  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Christina,  the  widow  of  Henry  Eberstein,  and  a 
resident  of  Battle  Creek;  Marion;  William,  who 
resides  on  section  1,  Charleston  Township;  George 
W.,  a  resident  of  Battle  Creek;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
James  McDonald,  of  Kalamazoo;  and  Almira,  a 
resident  of  Battle  Creek.  Henry  B.  and  Almeda 
are  the  names  of  those  deceased. 

Marion  Mead,  of  whom  we  write,  is  the  second 
son  and  third  child  of  the  family.  He  was  two 
3^ears  old  when  his  parents  came  from  Washtenaw 
County  to  this  county.  His  first  schooling  was 
obtained  in  Bedford  Township,  Calhoun  County, 
in  a  private  house.  The  next  school  that  he  at- 
tended was  partly  in  Kalamazoo  County  and  partly 
in  Calhoun  County,  and  his  education  was  com- 
pleted in  Bedford  Township.  He  remained  an  in- 
mate of  the  parental  home  until  he  attained  his 
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majority,  and  in  the  meantime  was  thoroughly 
grounded  in  all  that  pertains  to  agriculture.  He 
was  only  ten  years  old  when  he  began  to  drive 
oxen  to  help  his  father  break  sod.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  worked 
four  years  with  a  threshing  machine.  He  had  no 
money,  but  he  had  a  better  capital  in  his  strength, 
capability  for  work  and  clear  brain. 

After  his  marriage,  in  the  summer  of  1860,  Mr. 
Mead  took  up  his  residence  on  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  Charleston  Township,  and  entered  actively 
upon  the  pioneer  task  of  developing  a  farm,  build- 
ing the  first  house  and  barn  on  the  place,  and 
otherwise  improving  it  during  the  fifteen  years 
that  he  stayed  thereon.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
he  removed  to  the  farm  that  he  now  occupies  on 
the  same  section.  This  comprises  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  acres  of  very  fertile  land,  which 
IS  under  fine  cultivation,  is  neatly  fenced,  well 
drained,  and  supplied  with  all  the  modern  im- 
provements and  machinery  necessar}^  to  carry  on 
agriculture  in  a  proper  manner.  In  1875,  he  erected, 
at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  a  commodious  residence,  two 
stories  in  height,  a  view  of  which  accompanies 
this  sketch.  He  has  roomy,  conveniently  arranged 
barns,  and  in  all  respects  his  farm  is  a  model.  He 
still  retains  his  first  farm  on  this  section,  which 
contains  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  is 
provided  with  a  good  dwelling  house,  a  barn  and 
other  necessary  buildings.  He  also  has  a  valuable 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Battle 
Creek  Township,  which  he  bought  eight  years  ago, 
and  on  which  is  a  neat  house  and  two  good  barns. 
Besides  this,  he  has  valuable  prc>perty  in  the  city  of 
Battle  Creek,  and  he  is  numbered  among  our  most 
substantial  citizens. 

A  resident  of  this  county  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  the  name  of  Mr.  Mead  is  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  history  of  its  growth.  He  is  a 
fine  type  of  our  self-made  men,  his  steadfast  cour- 
age, persistent  industry,  and  far-seeing  business 
tact,  together  with  his  adherence  to  right  princi- 
ples and  correct  habits,  making  his  life  a  success, 
where  a  man  of  less  stamina  might  have  failed.  As 
a  good  citizen  should,  he  takes  an  intelligent  inter- 
est m  politics,  having  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
various   issues  of  the  day,  and  favors  the  Demo- 


cratic party,  but  does  not  let  that  interfere  with 
his  voting  for  the  candidate  whom  he  considers 
best  fitted  for  the  oflSce,  without  regard  to  party 
ties.  He  has  mingled  in  the  public  life  of  the 
township  as  an  incumbent  of  various  local  offices. 
Our  subject  went  to  New  York  for  his  bride, 
and  was  there  married,  in  Ontario  County,  June  27, 
1860,  to  Miss  Electa  Roy,  the  second  daughter  and 
fourth  child  of  William  and  Harriet  (Harris)  Roy. 
Mrs.  Mead  was  born  in  the  town  of  Phelps,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  28,  1 842.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  that  county,  while  her  mother  was  born 
in  Dutchess  County,  the  same  State.  The  father 
of  Mr.  Harris  was  from  Scotland,  and  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Harris  was  a  native  of  Dutchess 
County.  Mrs.  Mead  was  reared  in  her  native 
place,  and  besides  receiving  a  careful  home  train- 
ing, was  given  a  good  education  at  Lyons,  in 
Wayne  County,  her  native  State.  She  was  thus 
early  fitted  for  the  profession  of  teacher,  and 
taught  from  the  time  she  was  fifteen  years  old  until 
her  marriage.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
been  a  congenial  union, and  has  brought  them  two 
children:  Estella,  wife  of  E. R.  Cowles,  a  traveling 
man,  with  his  residence  at  Battle  Creek;  and  Ma- 
bel, who  is  attending  school  at  Battle  Creek. 


=cfe-j 


^Wi  MASA  M.  BROWN.  By  means  of  persever- 
Iv^yLlli    ance  and  energy,  Mr.  Brown  has  become 

///  It  well  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
(i^  farmers  of  Columbia  Township,  Van  Buren 

County.  He  owns  and  operates  a  fine  tract  of 
land,  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and 
upon  his  farm  has  an  attractive  residence,  besides 
the  numerous  farm  buildings  necessary  to  the 
proper  management  of  the  place.  His  upright  life 
not  only  sustains,  but  even  advances,  the  honorable 
name  made  by  his  forefathers,  who  were  early  set- 
tlers of  Michigan  and  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  development  of  its  vast  resources. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Amos  Brown, 
was  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  his  native  State, 
Vermont,  whence  he  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  later  came  West  to  Van  Buren  County, 
this  State,  in  1835.     He  settled  on  section  32,  Co- 
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lumbia  Township,  entering  from  the  Government 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  residing  upon 
that  place  until  death  called  him  hence.  Of  his 
first  marriage  eight  children  were  born,  namely: 
Amasa  M.,  a  physician  in  Vermont;  Amos  S.,  Jesse 
R.,  Lyman,  Wells  G.,  Eliza,  Sarah  and  Minerva,  all 
of  whom  married  and  reared  families.  The  second 
marriage  of  Grandfather  Brown  was  childless. 

Vermont  was  the  native  State  of  Wells  G.  Brown, 
father  of  our  subject,  and  thence  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  New  York,  later  coming  with  them 
to  Michigan.  The  journey  hither  was  made  by 
way  of  the  lakes  to  St.  Joseph,  from  which  place 
they  came  overland  to  Columbia  Township.  Al- 
though he  had  no  money  with  which  to  gain  a 
start  in  life,  he  possessed  abundant  courage,  unre- 
mitting industry  and  a  seemingly  inexhaustible 
fund  of  energy,  and  with  these  qualifications  for 
capital,  it  is  not  strange  that  success  crowned  his 
efforts.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed  in 
Columbia  Township,  where  he  died  September  2, 
1879.  His  father's  estate  had  been  divided  among 
the  heirs  in  1860,  and  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  which  he  received  for  his  share  was  traded 
for  a  body  of  land  of  the  same  size,  located  on 
section  32. 

Besides  cultivating  that  place,  Mr.  Brown,  Sr., 
supervised  a  mill  in  Breedsville,  which  he  built  in 
company  with  George  Hannah,  and  in  which  he 
owned  a  one-half  interest.  He  possessed  the  vari- 
ous qualifications  which  adapt  one  for  public  offices, 
and  his  fellow-citizens,  realizing  that  fact,  called 
upon  him  to  fill  various  local  positions.  He  was 
an  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  and  cast  his  influence  and  ballot  in  behalf  of 
its  candidates.  After  his  death,  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  united  m  marriage  with  Abram  Cramer, 
and  still  survives,  making  her  home  in  Breeds- 
ville. 

Amasa  M.  Brown  was  born  October  8, 1845,  upon 
the  old  homestead  where  his  grandfather  and  father 
so  long  resided.  His  educational  advantages  were 
limited  to  a  brief  attendance  at  the  common 
schools  of  this  district  and  at  an  early  age  he  be- 
gan to  assist  his  father  on  the  farm.  He  now  re- 
sides on  section  32,  and,  with  his  mother,  owns  the 
old  homestead.     Erom  the  time  he  was  twenty-six 


until  he  was  thirty-six  years  old,  he  served  as  Su- 
pervisor of  Columbia  Township,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  advancing  the  interests  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  a  leading  member  in  the 
Masonic  order,  having  attained  to  the  Thirty-sec- 
ond Degree. 

On  November  14,  1867,  Mr.  Brown  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.,  the  daughter  of  Alexander 
and  Jemima  Laferty,  and  a  native  of  Albion,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Laferty,  wiio  was  a  farmer,  came  to  Michigan 
about  1860,  and  is  now  deceased.  One  child  has 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  a  son,  Wells  G. 
In  the  social  circles  of  the  community,  they  possess 
marked  influence  and  are  welcome  guests  in  the 
best  homes  of  this  vicinity. 


SHLEY  CLAPP,  Commissioner  of  Schools 
in  Kalamazoo  County,  was  born  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  September  1,  1844,  and  is  the 
son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Almira  (Rose)  Clapp, 
natives  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut,  respectively. 
The  father,who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  died  when 
Ashley  was  but  four  years  of  age;  the  mother 
still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in  Fair  port, 
N.  Y. 

Ten  children  in  the  parental  family  lived  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  and  five  still  survive, 
one  sister,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bolles,  being  a  resident  of 
Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  The 
eighth  in  order  of  birth  was  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice,  who  received  a  fair  education 
in  the  district  schools,  supplemented  by  a  course  in 
an  academy  at  Mexico,  N.  Y.  In  July,  1864,  he 
enlisted  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  in  Company  H,  One 
Hundred  and  Eighty-fourth  New  York  Infantry, 
and  served  in  the  Virginia  Campaign  of  1864, 
taking  part  in  various  actions  around  Richmond 
and  Petersburg.  At  the  time  of  the  final  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee,  he  was  stationed  at  City 
Point. 

After  a  service  of  one  j^ear,  Mr.  Clapp  received 
his  honorable  discharge  at  Syracuse,  in  July,  1865, 
and  then  came  West  to  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
for  one  year  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
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Later  he  found  employment  in  a  store,  where  he 
clerked  for  one  year,  and  then  engaged  in  school 
work,  first  teaching  in  Oshtemo  Township  and 
then  pursuing  a  course  of  study  at  Kalamazoo  Col- 
lege. Next  he  assumed  control  of  the  graded 
schools  at  Vicksburg  and  filled  that  position  with 
marked  success  for  a  period  of  six  yesLvs. 

Prof.  Clapp  early  became  connected  with  the 
school  system  of  this  county  officially,  serving  as 
Superintendent  of  Oshtemo  Township  for  six 
years,  and  being  identified  with  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation as  one  of  its  most  active  members  for  eleven 
years.  He  is  now  (1892)  in  the  seventeenth  year 
of  his  connection  with  the  examination  of  teachers. 
For  ten  years  he  was  County  Secretary  of  Schools 
and  was  elected  to  the  position  of  School  Commis- 
sioner (the  office  that  succeeds  County  Secretary) 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  June  22,  1891. 

The  present  high  position  in  educational  circles 
which  is  held  by  Prof.  Clapp  is  largely  dependent 
upon  his  native  talent  and  will  power,  and  his  edu- 
cation has  been  acquired  by  actual  teaching  and 
independent  methods  of  study.  Although  his 
special  talent  is  in  the  direction  of  mathematics, 
his  mastery  of  their  intricacies  being  compara- 
tively easy,  he  is  accomplished  in  other  branches  of 
literary  and  scientific  study.  He  is  an  all-around 
man,  well  read  in  all  fields,  and  conversant  with 
the  classics,  science  and  philosophy. 

As  a  teacher,  Prof.  Clapp  stands  high  among 
educators  in  the  State  and  his  administration  of 
the  schools  over  which  he  has  presided  has  been 
characterized  by  firmness  and  tact  in  management, 
excellence  of  discipline  and  the  thoroughness  of 
knowledge  attained  by  his  pupils.  Realizing  the 
benefits  of  independent  study  and  investigation, 
he  has  ever  attempted  to  have  his  pupils  secure  a 
thoroughly-grounded  knowledge  of  the  funda- 
mental principles,  rather  than  a  superficial  polish 
for  the  purpose  of  display  or  exhibition. 

Thoroughly  detesting  superficiality  himself,  his 
most  earnest  efforts  have  been  toward  eradicating 
surface  display  and  sham  in  all  school  work,  and 
the  teacher  who  is  unable  to  reach  the  basis  of 
all  education,  or  understand  the  difference  between 
education  and  knowledge,  finds  in  him  a  weak 
support,  but  the  conscientious  and   hard-working 


teacher  has  in  him  a  friend  and  advisor.  Recog- 
nized on  all  sides  as  an  earnest  educator,  he  was  se- 
lected as  instructor  in  Kalamazoo  College  during 
a  course  when  the  expected  teachers  were  not 
available, 

Kalamazoo  County  schools  are  among  the  best 
in  Michigan  and  no  small  part  of  their  present  ef- 
ficiency is  due  to  the  personal  efforts  of  Prof.  Clapp. 
The  schools  have  been  placed  under  a  regular 
system  or  course  of  study,  prepared  by  a  committee 
of  County  Secretaries,  of  whom  Prof.  Clapp  was 
one.  The  regular  work  has  been  largely  advanced 
and  much  more  rapid  and  systematic  work  is  thus 
accomplished.  Reading  circles  are  established,  to 
which  each  active,  progressive  teacher  is  attached. 
Two  local  teachers'  associations  have  been  organized 
meeting  each  month,  and  a  county  association 
meeting  once  in  two  months.  Prof.  Clapp  was 
also  one  of  the  committee  that  prepared  a  course  of 
reading  for  the  State  Reading  Circle. 

No  more  painstaking  or  kindly  official  can  be 
found  in  the  State  or  one  who  has  the  advance- 
ment of  the  school  system  more  at  heart  than  Prof. 
Clapp.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  so- 
cially, is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the 
Inde[)endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Orcutt 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  a  cosy  home  at  No.  820 
Oak  Street,  presided  over  by  his  cultured  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  Oshtemo,  September  19, 
1869.  She  was  formerly  known  as  Miss  Fran- 
ces V.  Drummond.  Their  children  are:  Mina,  a 
student  in  Parsons'  Business  College;  Bert,  who  is 
clerk  in  the  Michigan  National  Bank;  Wesley  and 
Leah,  who  are  attending  the  Kalamazoo  schools. 


<|  MLLIAM  ELISHA  JOHNSON,  Superinten- 
\/jJ//  ^^^^  ^^  Construction  at  the  Insane  Asylum, 
\y^  has  for  about  thirty-seven  years  been  con- 
nected with  this  work.  He  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  April  25,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert and  Elizabeth  (Murray)  Johnson,  the  former  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State  and  the  latter  of 
Maryland.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject  spent  his 
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boyhood  days  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  Wish- 
ing, however,  to  engage  in  other  pursuits  than  that 
to  which  he  was  reared,  he  then  began  learning  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  with  B.  R.  Tuttle,  in  the  county  of  his 
nativity.  In  1854,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  came 
to  Kalamazoo,  believing  that  in  this  new  city  on 
the  Western  frontier  he  would  have  better  advan- 
tages than  in  the  older  and  more  thickly  populated 
cities  of  the  East.  For  some  time  he  worked  by 
the  day  for  various  partners.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  Mr.  Johnson  accepted  a  position  at  the 
Asylum,  where  he  remained  for  five  and  a  half 
years,  when  the  financial  panic  of  1857  deterred 
the  continuance  of  the  work  there  for  about  five 
years.  When  he  first  went  to  the  Asylum,  the  main 
building  was  only  partially  completed  and  he  was 
the  first  carpenter  employed  after  the  foreman. 
He  assisted  in  building  the  Kalamazoo  House  in 
1861,  and  subsequently  spent  three  and  a  half 
years  in  the  employ  of  Kellogg  &  Co.,  operating 
the  machinery  in  their  sash,  door  and  blind  fac- 
tory. A  3^ear  later,  we  find  him  engaged  in  business 
for  himself  and  in  March,  1866,  he  resumed  work 
on  the  Asylum,  and  for  almost  eight  years  was  em- 
ployed as  a  journeyman. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1861,  in  Kalamazoo,  Mr. 
Johnson  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss 
Alice  E.  Pershall,  daughter  of  William  W.  Pershall, 
who  came  from  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  to  Kalamazoo, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  harness  business  and  made 
his  home  until  his  death. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mi^s.  Johnson  were  born  the 
following  children:  Anna,  the  wife  of  F.  P. 
Johnson,  of  Kalamazoo,  who  is  conn<^-ted  with 
the  B.  8.  Williams  Manufacturing  Company.  The 
lady  was  for  seven  years  employed  as  teacher  of  elo- 
cution in  the  public  schools,  and  of  her  Prof.  French 
said,  "It  is  impossible  to  fill  her  place."  She  still 
occasionally  gives  private  readings.  Edward  is 
connected  with  the  Continental  Clothing  House,  of 
Omaha,  Neb.;  Laura  E.  shows  a  decided  talent  m 
painting,  and  the  house  is  adorned  with  many 
splendid  specimens  of  her  handiwork;  William  A., 
who  is  also  in  Omaha,  and  Kate  Isabel,  who  grad- 
uated from  the  High  School  in  the  Class  of  '91. 

After  eight  years'    labor   as  a  journeyman,  Mr. 


Johnson  was  made  foreman  of  construction  at  the 
Asylum,  which  position  he  still  fills.  During  this 
time  many  of  the  buildings  have  been  completed. 
He  oversees  the  entire  work  from  foundation  to 
garret.  He  has  also  constructed  the  buildings  on 
the  Asylum  dairy  farm,  two  miles  north  of  Kal- 
amazoo, and  all  of  the  details  of  the  architectural 
work  are  prepared  by  himself.  In  politics,  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party  on  all  questions  of  Na- 
tional importance  but  at  local  elections  votes  for 
the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  for  the  pos- 
ition, regardles  of  party  alfiliations.  In  his  relig- 
ious views,  he  is  a  Congregationalist.  We  find  in 
Mr.  Johnson  a  companionable  and  agreeable  gen- 
tleman, thoroughly  an  optimist,  for  he  is  ever  look- 
ing on  the  bright  instead  of  the  dark  side  of  things. 
He  is  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  ob- 
ligations and  is  regarded  as  an  upright,  straight- 
forward business  man. 


_^] 


^+^ 


[^_ 


^__ 


^=^]EORGE  FULLER,  senior  member  of  the 
III  ^_^  firm  of  Fuller  &  Son,  proprietors  of  a  livery, 
^^^JJ  hack  and  'busline  in  Kalamazoo,  established 
business  in  this  wa}^  some  twenty  years  since  and 
has  since  continued  his  operations.  He  is  one  of 
the  well-known  citizens  of  the  community  and  it 
is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  his  sketch  to  our 
readers.  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  native  of  New  York.  He 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Whitehall,  January  28, 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Dorcas  Fuller. 
When  he  was  only  tw^o  years  of  age,  his  parents 
removed  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  he  be- 
gan to  earn  his  own  livelihood  by  working  as  a 
farm  hand,  which  he  followed  until  twenty  years 
of  age. 

.  Believing  that  the  West  furnished  young  men 
better  opportunities  than  the  older  and  more 
thickly  populated  States  of  the  East,  Mr.  Fuller 
bade  good-by  to  his  New  York  home,  in  1854,  and 
emigrated  to  Michigan,  locating  first  in  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  w^orked  both  in  this  county  and  in 
Van  Buren  County  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  time,  and 
then  went  to  the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  where  he  en- 
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gaged  in  the  coopering  business  for  five  years, 
manufacturing  flour  barrels.  At  the  same  time,  he 
carried  on  farming.  He  then  began  buying  grain 
and  produce  and  carried  on  the  shipping  business. 
He  was  quite  successful  in  this  undertaking  but 
in  June,  1874,  again  changed  his  line  of  work  and 
embarked  in  the  livery  business,  in  connection 
with  which  he  runs  a  hack  and  'bus  line.  He  also 
began  bu3dng  and  selUng  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and 
hogs,  shipping  to  the  Eastern  markets,  and  this 
yields  to  him  a  considerable  income. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  Mr.  Fuller  was 
married  to  Hester  Slack,  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  James  Slack.  By  their  union  have 
been  born  two  children,  sons:  James  Hudson  and 
Horace  J.,  the  latter  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Fuller  &  Son.  The  family  is  well  known 
throughout  this  community  where  they  have  so 
long  resided.  Mr.  Fuller  has  represented  his  ward 
in  the  City  Council,  being  elected  to  that  office  by 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Fraternal  Alliance,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  In  his 
business,  he  has  met  with  good  success,  and  although 
he  began  life  empty-handed,  has  now  a  comfortable 
competence  and  is  enjoying  a  lucrative  patronage. 
His  barn  is  fitted  up  in  modern  style  and  he  has 
all  the  appurtenances  of  a  first-class  livery.  Will- 
ing and  anxious  to  please  his  patrons,  he  has  se- 
cured many  customers  and  his  success  in  business 
is  well  deserved. 


-^^1 


I^J?fi?L'm^' 


B 


IvB^^s^Ol 


H 


1^^ 


ON.  JOSIAH  L.  HA  WES.  The  brilliant 
attainments  and  legal  erudition  which 
have  characterized  the  entire  professional 
career  of  Judge  Ilawes  have  made  him  not- 
able among  the  citizens  of  Kalamazoo  and  con- 
spicuous among  the  eminent  men  of  Michigan. 
For  a  number  of  years,  he  served  eflficiently  and 
honorably  as  Judge  of  the  Ninth  Judicial  District 
and  has  filled  other  positions  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  the  party  which  he  represents. 

Some  time  during  the  last  century,  there  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  of  English 
ancestry,  a  child  to  whom  was  given  the  name  of 
Lyman  Hawes.     He  married  and  became  the  father 


of  a  son,  Lawrence,  who  was  born  at  Kinderhook, 
N.  Y.  The  latter,  who  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  married  Ursula  Lord,  who  was  born  at 
Jjyme,  Conn.,  January  8,  1792  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Marvin  and  Emily  (Wolcott)  Lord.  After 
their  marriage,  the  young  couple  settled  in  Scho- 
harie County,  N.  Y.,  where  three  children  were  born 
to  them:  Josiah  L.;  Mary  E.,  now  deceased,  and 
Emily,  who  now  lives  in  Nebraska. 

After  residing  for  a  number  of  years  in  Scho- 
harie County,  the  parents  of  our  subject  removed  to 
Kalamazoo  County  and  located  upon  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Comstock,  where  the  father  died,  January 
8,  1884,  aged  eighty -six  years.  The  mother  had 
preceded  him  to  her  final  rest,  dying  June  8,  1871. 
The  oldest  son,  Josiah  L.,  was  born  in  Schoharie 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  12,  1823,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  in  his  native  county,  where  he  attended 
the  district  schools.  Later  he  entered  the  academy 
of  Gallup ville  and  afterward  studied  at  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. 

His  literary  education  completed,  our  subject 
commenced  the  study  of  law  and  entered  the  office 
of  Hon.  J.  Miller,  of  Schoharie  County,  with  whom 
he  contmued  to  read  for  some  time.  His  studies 
were  completed  at  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  and  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  1847,  during  the  session  of 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.  For 
several  years,  he  continued  his  practice  alone  in 
Unadilla,  then,  returning  to  his  native  county, 
there  followed  his  profession  atCobleskill  in  1852. 

Thence  removing  to  Kalamazoo,  our  subject  as- 
sociated himself  in  partnership  with  Thomas  R. 
Sherwood,  a  former  member  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  continued  in  partnership  with  that  gentleman 
for  several  years.  He  took  an  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, first  as  a  Whig  and  afterward  as  a  Democrat. 
He  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Bagley,  who  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  as 
Circuit  Judge,  which  was  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  Hon.  Charles  Brown.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  for  the  term 
of  six  years  and  while  acting  in  that  capacity 
gained  the  cordial  esteem  of  members  of  the  Bar 
and  his  constituents.  On  retiring  from  the  Bench, 
he  resumed  his  practice,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted. 
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June  3,  1850,  Judge  Hawes  was  married  to 
Lucia  R.,  daughter  of  Icliabod  C.  Foote,  of  Frank- 
lin, N.  Y.  She  was  born  in  1820  and  died  Sept- 
ember 8,  1880,  leaving  one  daughter,  Maria  W., 
wife  of  Thomas  A.  Soaker,  who  resides  at  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia.  October  24,  1883,  the  Judge  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Edger- 
ton,  of  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  Sheldon 
Griswold.  By  her  previous  marriage  to  Thomas 
Edgerton,  Mrs.  Hawes  became  the  mother  of  two 
children.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  the  Judge,  being  an  attendant  of  the 
same,  and  both  are  prominent  in  the  social  circles 
of  the  city. 


^^^->*-<^ 


^- 


^'/  ON.  ALEXANDER  CAMERON.  This  ven- 
erable citizen  of  Kalamazoo  was  born  in 
Deer  field,  Oneida  Count}^,  N.  Y.,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1813,  and  is  the  second  son  of  Dan- 
iel and  Jennette  (McVain)  Cameron,  who  were 
born  in  Scotland  in  1779  and  1784,  respectively. 
The  mother,. who  belonged  to  an  aristocratic  fam- 
ily, accompanied  her  brother  to  Canada  and  mar- 
ried Mr.  Cameron,  Sr.,  against  the  wishes  of  her 
relatives.  They  removed  from  New  York  to  Minn- 
esota about  1854,  settling  in  a  little  hamlet  oppo- 
site La  Crosse,  where  both  died,  the  father  Septem- 
ber 3,  1860,  and  the  mother  April  23,  1865. 

After  completing  his  education  and  engaging 
for  a  few  month§^as  a  teacher,  our  subject  came  to 
Michigan  in  1834,  and  after  landing  at  Detroit, 
started  afoot  and  alone  for  the  interior  of  Michigan. 
In  due  time,  he  arrived  at  Kalamazoo  (then  known 
as  Bronson),and  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  Land  Oflice 
for  a  time.  He  was  married,  March  14,  1838,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Paul,  whom  he  had  known  in  New 
York,  and  who  had  removed  to  Barry  County 
with  her  step-father.  Squire  Leonard.  Mrs.  Cam- 
eron was  the  first  school  teacher  in  Barry  Count3^, 
and  their  marriage  was  the  first  celebrated  there. 
To  the  home  in  Kalamazoo  which  he  had  al- 
ready prepared,  Mr.  Cameron  brought  his  bride, 
and  that  house  is  still  standing,  within  a  few 
rods  of  where  it  was  first  erected.  Afterward 
they  i^*emoved  to  a  new  house,  which   contained 


greater  conveniences  and  was  more  commodi- 
ous than  the  first  home.  From  the  first,  Mr. 
Cameron  prospered,  and  held  a  position  among  his 
neighbors  to  which  he  was  entitled  by  his  abilities, 
his  decision  of  character  and  practical  good  sense. 
The  gold  excitement  of  1849  led  him  to  take  a 
trip  across  the  plains  to  California,  whence  he  re- 
turned home  with  a  large  experience  and  little  of 
the  precious  ore. 

Upon  his  return,  Mr.  Cameron  embarked  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  stock,  a  business  with  which  he 
has  since  been  identified.  He  owns  a  fine  farm,  a 
convenient  distance  from  the  cit}^,  and  is  carrying 
on  farming  operations  with  success.  In  1835,  he 
was  elected  School  Inspector,  and  in  1854  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  his  successful  oppo- 
nent being  Gov.  Ransom.  In  1869,  he  was  elec- 
ted to  the  State  Legislature  and  continued  to 
serve  his  district  in  that  body  until  1873.  He  had 
been  present  at  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  at  Jackson,  in  1854,  and  always  took  a  live- 
ly interest  in  political  matters — first  as  a  Whig  and 
later  as  a  Republican. 

To  Mr.  Cameron  is  due  much  of  the  credit  for 
the  advanced  position  taken  by  Michigan  upon  the 
subject  of  the  education  of  women.  He  introduced 
and  strongly  advocated  a  bill  to  institute  a  uni- 
versity for  the  education  of  women,  separate  from 
the  State  University,  but  being  unsuccessful  in  se- 
curing its  passage,  he,  in  conjunction  with  Col. 
Phillips,  in  the  Senate,  secured  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  opening  the  University  to  educate  the 
women,  and  this  became  the  first  movement  to- 
wards the  popularity  of  the  University.  He  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  first  fruits  of  his 
efforts,  in  the  matriculation  of  the  first  lady  student 
in  the  University — Mrs.  Adeline  Stockton,  of  Kala- 
mazoo. 

For  more  than  forty-five  years,  Mr.  Cameron  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  Kalamazoo,  and  has  filled  all  offices 
with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  order,  be- 
ing repeatedly  elected  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  is 
also  a  charter  member  of  the  Kalamazoo  County 
Pioneer  Society.  In  his  religious  belief,  he  is  lib- 
eral, although  inclined  to  the  belief  of  the  Presby- 
terian   Church,   and    has   been    Chairman  of  the 
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Board  of  Trustees  of  the  society  for  a  long  time. 
In  every  position  to  which  he  has  been  called,  he 
has  discharged  his  duties  with  intelligence  and  fi- 
delity, winning  the  praise  of  all.  He  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  Kalamazoo.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Ladies'  I^ibrary  Association,  held  at  theij*  rooms 
November  1,  1855,  he  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  for  valuable  services  in  behalf  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cameron  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Janet  E,  wife  of  James  B.  Ayres; 
Don  Carlos;  Isabelle,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Brown; 
Douglass  and  Emma,  who  married  Heber  C.  Reed. 
The  family  circle,  which  has  never  been  broken  by 
death,  is  a  happy  one  and,  surrounded  by  loving 
children,  affectionate  friends  and  all  the  comforts 
of  life,  the  aged  couple  are  passing  their  declining 
years.  Their  golden  wedding  was  celebrated 
March  14,  1888,  but  owing  to  the  illness  of  Mrs. 
Cameron,  only  the  immediate  members  of  the  fain- 
ily  circle  were  present.  An  unusual  interest, 
liowever,  was  felt  by  all  in  the  happy  event,  on 
account  of  their  long  residence  in  Kalamazoo,  and 
the  hi^h  esteem  in  which  they  have  always  been 
held.  Congratulation  and  presents  were  numer- 
ous, and  many  wishes  were  expressed  that  the 
pair  might  enjoy  life  for  years  to  come. 


^^EORGE  W.  PARKER.  This  gentleman, 
m(  who  is  one  of  the  active  business  men  of 
^^M  Kalamazoo,  is  at  present  engaged  in  con- 
ducting a  fine  meat  market,  located  at  No.  222 
West  Main  Street.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county, 
his  natal  day  being  April  24,  1845.  His  father, 
Isaac  M.  Parker,  was  a  native  of  Ohio. 

In  1832,  the  elder  Mr.  Parker  came  to  Kalama- 
zoo and  was  married  to  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Pat- 
terson. She  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the 
daughter  of  a  Mr.  Patterson,  who,  with  his  family, 
emigrated  to  Kalamazoo  County  in  1833,  where 
they  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers.  After  his 
marriage,  Isaac  M.  Parker  located  on  a  farm  two 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Kalamazoo,  now  occu- 
pied  by  the  Insane  Asylum,  where  he  carried  on 


general  farmmg  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1882,  when  in  his  seventieth 
year.  His  wife  preceded  him  to  the  better  land 
several  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1852.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy. 

George  W.  Parker  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  attended  the  district  school,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching  his  major- 
ity, when  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  butcher, 
being  in  the  employ  of  Thomas  Richardson,  in  the 
then  village  of  Kalamazoo.  Two  years  later,  our 
subject  worked  for  Wicks  &  Tyrrell,  in  the  same 
line  of  business,  being  thus  engaged  for  three  suc- 
ceeding years.  He  then  launched  out  in  the  meat 
business  on  his  own  account,  in  partnership  with 
C.  Miller,  their  market  being  located  on  Burdick 
Street.  They  continued  together  for  two  years, 
when  the  stock  was  divided,  and  Mr.  Parker  con- 
tinued alone  at  the  old  stand  for  fourteen  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  removed  to 
his  present  location,  where  he  has  a  neat  and  con- 
veniently arranged  market,  which  is  fitted  up  with 
ail  the  appliances  of  a  first-class  establishment.  Mr. 
Parker  packs  all  of  his  own  meats  and  manufac- 
tures his  own  sausage,  which  is  of  a  superior  qual- 
ity. He  carries  constantly  a  large  supply  of  the 
choicest  meats,  and  is  doing  one  of  the  finest  busi- 
nesses in  the  city.  He  is  a  practical  butcher,  and 
his  long  and  varied  experience  in  that  line  gives 
him  the  advantage  over  many  of  his  competitors. 

In  1866,  the  original  of  this  "Sketch  and  Miss 
Laura  A.  Norton,  of  this  city,  and  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Norton,  were  united  in  marriage.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  a  son :  Herbert,  who  is 
a  bookkeeper  in  the  City  National  Bank,  having 
held  that  position  for  the  past  seven  years. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  22,  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  Chapter  No.  8,  and  the 
Kalamazoo  Commandery,  Knight  Templars.  He 
is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  and  stands  high  in  that  or- 
der. In  addition  to  the  fine  business  already  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Parker  owns  a  splendid  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  Cooper  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  which  is  under  his  supervision.  The 
pleasant  home  of  our  subject  is  located  at  No.  119 
Dutton  Street. 


CAPT.  B.  VOSBURG. 
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eAPT.  BARNARD  VOSBURG,  an  officer 
in  the  late  war,  whose  military  services 
were  valuable  to  the  Union,  was  during  his 
life  a  well-known  farmer  of  Comstock  Township, 
and  his  death  was  felt  as  a  loss  to  the  interests  of 
Kalamazoo  County.  He  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  near  the  town  of  Hillsdale,  January 
18,  1827.  His  father  was  Richard  Vosburg,  and 
he  was  a  native  of  the  same  place.  He  was  there 
married  to  Caroline  Van  Dusen,  who  was  likewise 
born  there.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth. 

Capt.  Vosburg  passed  his  early  life  in  his  native 
county  and  obtained  a  good  practical  education  in 
its  schools.  He  was  married  in  his  native  place, 
and  a  year  or  two  afterwards  he  and  his  yonng 
wife  came  to  Michigan  to  upbuild  a  home  on  the 
virgin  soil  of  Kalamazoo  County,  where,  as  an 
able-bodied,  alert  and  enterprising  young  farmer, 
with  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  agriculture,  he 
rightly  thought  that  he  could  pursue  his  vocation 
more  profitably  than  elsewhere.  He  selected  a 
suitable  site  on  section  1,  Comstock  Township, 
which  is  the  place  still  occupied  by  his  family,  and 
here  as  the  years  passed  by,  with  the  active  co- 
operation of  his  wife,  where  she  could  assist,  and 
with  the  aid  of  the  sons  that  grew  up  around 
them  in  the  home  that  they  established,  he  evolved 
a  fine  farm,  that  is  complete  in  all  its  appointments, 
provided  with  good  buildings,  and  everything 
about  it  kept  in  an  orderly  condition,  although 
the  master  mind  that  planned  it  all  is  at  rest.  The 
farm  contains  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
choi  'e  farming  land,  that  is  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  its  rich  harvest  fields  afford  a 
comfortable  income. 

Mr.  Vosburg  was  a  sturdy  Democrat  in  his  poli- 
tical views,  and  was  also  a  strong  Union  man  dur- 
ing those  trying  ante-bellum  days  that  tested  the 
patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  this  Republic.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  his  township  and  when 
the  war  broke  out,  he  used  his  influence  to  stir  up 
the  loyalty  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  threw  aside  all  personal  considerations 
to  work  for  the  cause,  enlisting  in  defense  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  as  a  member  of  Company  A, 
43  K 


Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  which  he  was 
commissioned  Captain,  and  he  was  instrumental  in 
raising  a  company  at  Kalamazoo.  He  went  to  the 
front  with  it,  and  during  his  year's  hard  and  try- 
ing service  on  Southern  battle-fields,  proved  him- 
self a  true  soldier  and  an  intelligent,  capable 
officer.  When  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
was  organized  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  be- 
came one  of  its  leading  members  in  this  section, 
and  his  name  will  ever  be  associated  with  the 
Bronson  Post,  for  whose  successful  establishment 
he  did  much. 

Our  subject's  life  record  was  brought  to  a  close 
by  his  untimely  death  December  21, 1887.  He  was 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Galesburg  with  military 
honors,  the  solemn  and  impressive  funeral  rites  of 
the  Grand  Army  for  its  dead  being  conducted  by 
the  Bronson  and  Kalamazoo  Posts.  He  was  a  man 
of  rare  merit,  of  exceptional  integrity  and  stand- 
ing, always  true  and  tender  in  his  domestic  rela- 
tions, friendly  and  obliging  with  his  neighbors 
and  others,  and  none  knew  him  but  to  respect 
him  for  those  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  dis- 
tinguished him  as  a  manly  man  and  a  good  citizen. 
His  portrait  is  presented  on  an  accompanying  page 
and  perpetuates  for  future  generations  the  linea- 
ments of  a  brave  soldier  and  upiight  man. 

December  26,  1850,  Mr.  Vosburg  was  married  to 
Miss  Laura,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Catherine 
(Whitbeck)  Vosburg,  who  were  natives  of  Colum- 
bia County j  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Vosburg  was  their  fifth 
child  and  second  daughter  of  a  family  of  nine 
children.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hillsdale, 
Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  July  10,  1828,  and  was 
there  carefully  reared  in  the  home  of  her  parents, 
with  whom  she  remained  until  her  marriage.  She 
developed  into  a  capable  woman  and  an  excellent 
housewife,  and  her  husband  found  her  a  devoted 
helpmate,  to  whom  he  owed  much  of  his  success  in 
life.  Their  early  home  in  this  county  was  a  log 
house,  and  they  had  to  undergo  many  privations 
and  hardships  of  a  pioneer  nature  when  they  first 
lived  here,  all  of  which  she  bore  cheerfully  and 
willingly  for  the  sake  of  husband  and  children. 
She  is  the  mother  of  five  sons,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  record:  Richard  H.,  a  resident  of 
Dakota,   was    born    May    9,    1854;  Victor    A.,    a 
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farmer  of  Comstock  Township,  was  born  March 
22,  1856;  Frank  B.,  at  home  with  his  mother,  was 
born  September  8,  1859;  John  W.,  a  teacher  in  the 
district  schools  of  Comstock  Township,  was  born 
March  9,  1864;  Harry  D.,  at  home  with  his  mother, 
was  born  July  8,  1867.  The  old  homestead  was 
the  birthplace  of  these  five  sons,  and  three  of  them 
assist  their  mother  in  its  management. 


NENJAMIN  M.  AUSTIN.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
•^  retired  farmers  of  this  county.  He  was 
born  in  Colbrook,  Conn.,  May  7,  1818.  Moses 
Austin,  his  father,  was  a  shoemaker  early  in  life  in 
Connecticut  and  emigrated  to  Western  New  York 
in  1820,  where  he  carried  on  his  business.  In  1833, 
he  located  in  Portage  Township,  this  county.  Here 
he  located  good  land  and  Tvas  among  the  first  set- 
tlers in  that  section.  He  lived  there  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  clearing  and  improving  the  place. 
He  spent  his  last  days  in  Kalamazoo  and  died  in 
1864,  when  seventy-four  years  old.  He  was  Sheriff 
of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  and  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  several  years  after  coming  here.  He 
was  a  Whig  in  politics.  The  Austin  family  comes 
from  old  New  England  stock  and  the  mother  was 
Sarah  Gay  lord,  of  Middletown,  Conn.;  she  died  in 
1867. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  two  children  and 
the  only  one  living.  William  G.,  his  brother,  who 
died  in  1844,  was  Clerk  of  Kalamazoo  County  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Our  subject  came  here  with 
his  parents  May  7, 1833.  The  trip  to  Detroit  was 
by  lake  and  thence  by  team  to  Kalamazoo.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  but  did  not  get  to  attend  after  coming 
here.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  came  to 
Kalamazoo  to  learn  the  coppersmith  and  the  tin 
trades.  A  short  time  afterward,  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  watchmaker.  He  worked  at  this 
for  a  while  and  then  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business  for  seven  years.  In  the  fall  of  1852,  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  the  Jackson  wagons,  un- 


der the  firm  name  of  Davis,  Austin  &  Co.  He  was 
connected  with  the  firm  for  several  years  follow- 
ing. 

In  the  '50s,  Mr.  Austin  purchased  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  engaged  in 
farming  for  several  years.  He  has  now  given  up 
his  work  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early 
labors.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican.  Our  sub- 
ject was  married,  in  1840,  to  Ano^eline  Fitch,  a  na- 
tive of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  They  have  lived 
together  fifty-two  years  and  are  highly  respected 
in  the  community.  They  were  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  who  are  now  their  comfort  and 
consolation:  Frances  A.,  who  is  now  the  widow 
of  E.  A.  Webster,  of  Jackson,  Mich.;  Amelia  T., 
who  married  D.  D.  Streeter,  and  is  now  living  with 
her  parents;  and  W.  G.,  who  is  carrying  on  the  paint 
and  oil  business  at  Kalamazoo.  Mrs.  Austin  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterfan  Church  at 
Kalamazoo.  The  home  of  our  subject  is  just  outside 
the  corporation  of  the  city,  where  he  makes  his 
home  wdth  his  daughter,  and  the  residence  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  county  and  was  built  some 
years  ago. 


^  SAAC  S.  DEAN,  deceased,  was  born  in  Ma}^- 
fieid,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  May  2,  1830. 

/ii  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Laura  (Sher- 
man) Dean,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Dean 
was  a  cousin  of  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  remaining  with  his 
parents  until  reaching  his  twentieth  year,  when  he 
went  to  Boston,  and  was  a  partner  of  the  firm  of 
Cutter,  Tower  &  Co.  for  about  eight  years. 

Our  subject  was  married,  January  11,  1859,  at 
Perry,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Almira  Bolton,  a  native  of  that 
place.  Mrs.  Dean  was  the  daughter  of  James  H. 
and  Alvira  (Warren)  Bolton.  The  following  year 
the  3'oung  couple  came  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
where  Mr.  Dean  had  purchased  a  farm  in  Oshtemo 
Township.  They  made  their  home  there  for  some 
fifteen  years,  and  in  1875  came  to  Kalamazoo, 
where  he  engaged  in  business,  at  the  same  time 
superintending  the  operations  of  his  farm. 

Mr.  Dean  was  active  in  local  affairs,  and  for  a 
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number  of  years  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as 
Clerk  of  Oslitemo  Township.  In  politics,  he  was 
a  Democrat.  Our  subject  passed  from  this  life 
January  15,  1890.  He  dealt  quite  extensively  in 
real  estate,  and  nine  years  ago  erected  a  beautiful 
residence.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  are: 
Nellie  B.,  who  taught  school  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
and  also  in  this  city;  she  is  now  at  home.  Carrie 
W.,  also  at  home;  Ida  H.,  at  present  a  teacher  in 
the  State  School  for  the  blind,  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
and  Lilly  A.,  who  is  attending  the  cit^^  schools. 

Mr.  Dean  was  very  successful  as  a  farmer,  and 
after  removing  to  the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  still  con- 
tinued his  connection  with  the  people  of  Oslitemo 
Township,  who  held  him  in  high  regard.  He  was 
greatly  devoted  to  his  home  and  family,  and  while 
he  did  not  aspire  to  public  prominence,  he  was 
suitably  fitted,  by  education  and  business  training, 
to  fill  acceptably  any  position  within  the  gift  of 
the  people  to  bestow.  The  daughters  of  our  sub- 
ject are  finely  educated  and  cultured  ladies,  and 
are  greatly  interested  in  music,  art  and  literature. 


RANCIS  W.  CLARK,  a  retired  farmer,  very 
pleasantly  situated  in  one  of  the  attractive 
homes  of  the  village  of  Climax,  where  he 
has  business  interests  and  valuable  property,  is  one 
of  the  old  settlers  of  Southern  Michigan.  The 
town  of  Elba,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  is  his  native 
place,  and  May  4,  1820,  the  date  of  his  birth. 

His  father,  Lyman  Clark,  was  a  native  of  Mass- 
achusetts. In  early  life,  he  settled  in  Genesee 
County,  and  followed  carpentering  and  farming 
in  that  section  several  years.  In  August,  1836,  he 
crossed  the  lake  and  located  in  Calhoun  County, 
this  State,  of  which  he  was  a  pioneer.  He  had 
traded  land  in  New  York  State  for  a  quarter  of  a 
section  in  LeRoy  Township,  and  by  years  of  per- 
sistent labor  he  developed  it  into  a  fine  farm, 
which  was  his  home  until  his  demise  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one.  He  was  a  thoroughly  good  man,  whom 
none  knew  but  to  respect.  His  political  views 
were  in  accord  with  the  tenets  of  the  Whig  party. 
He  married  Jezida  Topper,  a  native  of  Connecti- 


cut, who  died  young,  leaving  him  with  one  child, 
our  subject. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  began  to 
fight  life's  battles  on  his  own  responsibility  with  a 
good  equipment  of  brain  and  muscle.  In  1836, 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  walked  from  Detroit  to 
Flint,  obtaining  employment  in  shingle  and  saw- 
mills, in  which  he  worked  until  June,  1837.  He 
then  made  his  way  to  Calhoun  County  to  join  his 
father.  He  resided  on  the  old  homestead  in  Le 
Roy  Township  for  many  years  after  it  came  into 
his  possession  by  the  death  of  his  father,  and  de- 
voted himself  so  assiduously  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits that  he  became  one  of  the  moneyed  men  of 
his  township.  In  1866,  lie  sold  the  farm  and  the 
ensuing  two  years  he  spent  in  Battle  Creek.  He 
then  moved  back  to  the  old  place,  and  buying  ten 
acres  of  land  in  that  township,  lived  there  until 
1885.  He  then  disposed  of  his  property  there 
and  removed  to  the  village  of  Climax,  where  he 
has  a  financial  interest  with  one  of  his  sons  in  the 
store.  The  same  year  that  he  came  here,  he  built 
a  commodious  house  and  barn,  the  residence  being 
well  fitted  up  and  in  it  he  has  made  his  home  ever 
since.  It  has  been  Mr.  Clark's  privilege  to  witness 
almost  the  entire  development  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan during  his  residence  here  of  more  than  fifty- 
five  years,  and  it  may  well  be  his  pride  that  his 
work  has  contributed  to  its  steady  growth  and  con- 
tinual prosperity.  Indians  still  lived  in  these 
parts  during  his  early  life  here,  and  deer,  wolves 
and  bears  were  numerous.  While  he  was  a  resident 
of  Calhoun  County,  he  was  prominently  identified 
with  its  public  life  and  was  regarded  as  a  valuable 
civic  official,  as  he  carried  the  same  shrewd,  keen 
common-sense,  discrimination  and  thrift  into  the 
management  of  the  duties  of  his  public  positions 
as  in  conducting  his  own  private  interests.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Calhoun  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  three  years,  representing  LeRoy 
Township,  and  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  many 
years.  In  politics,  he  is  true  in  his  allegiance  to 
the  Republican  party. 

March  29,  1840,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  to  Miss  Ann  Wilson  and  for  fifty-two 
years  they  have  enjoyed  life  together.     They  have 
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had/ six  children,  of  whom  these  four  are  living: 
Lydia  (Mrs.  Seeley);  Jerome  F.  and  Lyman  T., 
who  are  in  the  mercantile  business  together  in 
Climax;  and  Sidney  W.,  a  farmer  in  this  township. 
George  W.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  and 
Eliza  died  aged  forty-four  years.  Mrs.  Clark  was 
born  September  3,  1828,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1836. 


■^il  ■Hirf^d^failfaidi^ 


JOSEPH  DUNKLEY,  one  of  the  well-known 
citizens  of  Kalamazoo,  is  proprietor  of  floral 
nurseries  in  that  place,  and  is  also  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  growing  of  celery  for 
the  home  and  foreign  markets.  He  claims  Eng- 
land as  the  land  of  his  birth,  being  born  in  Somer- 
setshire. He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of 
day  on  the  6th  of  October,  1836.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Elizabeth  (Knight)  Dunkley, 
who  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  London, 
Canada,  where  the  father  followed  contracting 
and  building  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  wife  also  spent  her  last  days  in  that  locality. 
Our  subject  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  in 
a  family  of  twelve  children,  five  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  Under  the  parental  roof,  his  early 
boyhood  days  were  passed,  and  he  began  his  school 
life  in  his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  seventeen? 
wishing  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  he 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  and  settled  in  London, 
Canada,  where  he  completed  his  education.  There 
he  was  married,  in  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  Wilson,  a 
native  of  Ireland.  Two  years  previous,  he  had 
come  to  Kalamazoo  and  worked  at  gardening  for 
himself  and  other  parties,  and  in  1866  he  com- 
menced the  growing  of  celery  on  a  small  scale,  for 
he  had  not  then  the  railroad  facilities  to  aid  him 
in  sending  it  to  foreign  markets.  However,  the 
demand  increased,  and  he  has  also  increased  the 
space  allotted  to  its  growth  until  he  now  has  sixty 
acres  planted  in  celery. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Dunkley  began  ship[)ing  to  differ- 
ent towns  and  cities  along  the  road,  his  chief  mar- 
ket being  in  the  East  and  Southern  Ohio,  but  he 
also  shipped  as  far  south  as  Florida.  He  raises 
two  varieties — the  White  Plume  and  Hart  well  Per- 


fection. Kalamazoo  celery  has  almost  a  world- 
wide reputation,  and  that  raised  by  Mr.  Dunkley 
is  equal  to  any  put  on  the  market.  When  he  be- 
gan selling,  it  brought  seventy-five  cents  per 
dozen,  and  was  then  prepared  by  the  purchaser, 
but  he  now  sells  it  at  from  eighteen  to  twenty-five 
cents  per  dozen,  this  of  a  very  superior  quality, 
and  packed  and  boxed  ready  for  shipment.  He 
sold  six  car-loads  during  the  past  season.  At  one 
time  he  also  raised  cucumbers  in  great  quantities 
for  the  local  trade  and  shipping.  In  1811,  he  es- 
tablished his  floral  nursery,  and  his  hot  houses 
now  cover  an  area  of  25,000  feet,  are  heated  by 
steam  and  kept  up  in  the  most  approved  style  of 
the  art. 

Mr.  Dunkley  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  died  in  1877,  leaving  two  sons:  Robert  J., 
a  resident  of  Pekin,  111.;  and  Samuel  J.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  celery  candy  in 
Kalamazoo.  In  1878,  Mr.  Dunkley  wedded  Miss 
Agnes  Whillis,  a  native  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Isabella  (Thompson) 
Whillis,  who  were  born  in  Scotland.  Emigrating 
to  America,  they  beccame  residents  of  Grand 
Rapids  in  1837.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunkley  have  five 
children:  Myra  A.,  Clara  A.,  Laura  I.,  Charles 
and  Benjamin,  all  of  whom  are  with  their  parents 
in  their  pleasant  home  at  No.  622  Pearl  Street, 
and  in  the  community  where  they  reside  are  held 
in  high  regard  for  their  many  excellent  qualities 
and  their  sterling  worth. 


W  OSEPH  J.  GOODRICH,  The  farming  in- 
terests of  Kalamazoo  County  are  worthily 
represented  by  Mr.  Goodrich,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  agricultural  and  stock-raising 
business  on  section  32,  Comstock  Township.  He 
has  passed  his  entire  life  in  this  township,  where 
he  was  born  May  9,  1845,  and  is  closely  identified 
with  the  progress  of  this  section  of  country.  He 
is  a  brother  of  P.  G.  Goodrich,  to  whose  sketch 
the  reader  is  referred  for  further  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  family  history. 

Until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  our  sub- 
ject remained  with  his  parents,  Philip   and  Nancy 
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(Meade)  Goodrich,  in  the  meantime  gaining  a 
good  education  in  the  schools  of  the  district  and 
acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture. 
May  3, 1877,  he  was  married  to  Catherine,  the  old- 
est daughter  of  Timothy  and  Mary  (Carey)  Burke. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Ireland,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  this  country.  He  was  married  in  New 
York,  where,  in  Oswego  County,  Mrs.  Goodrich  was 
born,  August  22,  1851.  She  was  about  ten  years 
old  when  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  this 
State  and  her  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools 
of  this  community.  She  is  an  amiable  lady  of 
pleasant  disposition  and  hospitable  manners,  and 
occupies  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  her 
neighbors. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  have  no  children  of 
their  own  but  have  adopted  a  daughter,  Margaret, 
who  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  County,  February  3, 
1872.  On  the  homestead  where  he  was  born  our 
subject  is  carrying  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  owns  a  third  interest  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  section  33  and  eighty  acres  on 
32.  The  buildings  are  first  class,  some  of  which 
were  erected  by  our  subject's  father  and  others  by 
himself.  He  is  not  particularly  interested  in  po- 
litical affairs,  but  believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  served  at  one  time  as  Path- 
master.  His  fellow-citizens  have  the  highest  opin- 
ion of  his  integrity  and  uprightness,  and  recognize 
the  high  order  of  business  talents  which  have 
brought  him  success.  In  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume will  be  noticed  a  view  of  the  Goodrich  home- 
stead. 


-N- 


^OM  WILLIAMS  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Star  Flouring  Mills  on  section  1 1,  Kalamazoo 
^  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  The  capac- 
ity of  this  mill  is  two  barrels  per  hour  and  he  has 
been  the  owner  of  it  since  1876.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county  and  has  a  complete  roller  system 
and  all  the  latest  improvements. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  England,  November  29, 
1838,  to  Richard  and  Emily  Williams,  also  of  Eng- 
land. The  parents  came  to  America  in  1850,  and 
settled  in  New  York  State,  where  the  mother  died. 


The  father  is  now  making  his  home  in  Cayuga 
County  on  a  farm.  He  is  a  Presbyterian  in  relig- 
ion and  the  mother,  although  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  died  a  Christian  woman.  The  parents  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject  were  William  and  Emily 
Barrett,  natives  of  England,  who  both  died  there. 
I'he  father  was  a  shoe-maker  and  school  teacher. 
Our  subject  is  the  second  child  of  seven  now  liv- 
ing. He  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in  Cayuga 
Countj^,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  with  his  parents  un- 
til becoming  of  age.  He  learned  the  milling  busi- 
ness and  came  to  this  county,  but  had  been  at 
Battle  Creek  about  six  months  previous  to  his 
coming  here. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  in  this  county  to 
Julia  E.  Evitts,  a  native  of  this  county,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  in  1866.  To  them  tw^o  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  Nellie,  who  is  at  home,  and 
Hattie,  attending  school  at  Kalamazoo.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Williams  is  Ranseler  Evitts,  a  jew- 
eler of  Kalamazoo  and  an  early  settler  of  this 
place,  where  his  wife  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams 
are  Baptists  in  religion  and  our  subject  is  a  Prohi- 
bitionist in  politics.  He  started  out  a  poor  boy  with 
no  capital  excepting  a  strong  hand  and  a  willing 
heart  and  by  his  push,  pluck  and  perseverance  he 
has  made  a  splendid  competency  and  to-day  is  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  early  labors. 


H^AVID  O.  COLEMAN.  This  gentleman 
I  )i)  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  the  worthy 
(j^^^  and  respected  citizens  of  Oshtemo  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County.  The  father, 
William  H.  Coleman,  was  born  December  9,  1813, 
in  Orange  Count}^,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  parents  when  twenty  years  old  in  the 
year  1832.  The  family  settled  in  Ann  Arbor  and 
one  year  later  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  southeast  of  the  city  on  Govern- 
ment land.  The  father  of  our  subject  drove  a 
stage  from  Detroit  to  Kalamazoo  and  helped  draw 
wire  for  a  telegraph  from  Chicago  to  Detroit  on 
the  old  Territorial  Road-the  Michigan  Central- 
which  is  not  in  use  now.     He   was  Class-leader  in 
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the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Kalama- 
zoo. In  1835,  William  H.  Coleman  moved  to  Osh- 
temo  Township,  but  four  years  later  went  to  Kal- 
amazoo City  in  crder  to  educate  his  children.  He 
was  married  to  Amanda  Owen  April  13,  1839. 
Mrs.  Coleman  was  a  native  of  Bethel,  Vt.,  and 
bore  her  husband  six  children,  namely:  Eunice 
H.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Buckhout,  who  now  resides 
in  this  township;  Sarah  E.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hope,  and  they  are  residents  of  Texas  Township; 
David  O.,  our  subject;  Henry  A.,  who  is  living  in 
Toledo;  Elvira,  who  died  in  March,  1870;  Frank, 
living  on  the  old  homestead.  The  father  of  the 
family  died  September  9,  1886,  and  the  mother 
February  13,  1887. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  November 
20,  1843,  in  Oshtemo  Township,  and  attended  the 
district  school.  He  worked  on  the  farm  during 
the  summers  until  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  en- 
listed in  1862  in  Company  H,  the  Twenty-fifth 
Michigan  Infantry.  His  first  battle  was  at  Mossy 
Creek,  Tenn.,  and  some  of  the  engagements  in 
which  he  took  part  were  Rocky  Face,  Buzzard's 
Roost,  and  Resaca.  He  was  on  the  skirmish  line 
continuously  and  was  wounded  on  the  28th  of 
May,  1864,  near  Altoona,  Ga.,  by  a  minie  ball 
entering  his  left  thigh.  He  was  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Knoxville  and  gangrene  setting  in,  he  had 
a  serious  time  of  eight  months'  duration.  Four 
weeks  of  this  time  he  was  home  on  a  furlough. 
After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  hospital,  he 
went  back  to  his  regiment,  joining  it  at  Washing- 
ton. From  there  they  went  to  Ft.  Fisher,  Raleigh, 
Salisbury,  at  the  last  place  being  mustered  out,  June 
24,  1865,  and  discharged  on  the  13th  of  July,  at 
Jackson,  Mich.  He  came  home  and  went  to  work 
on  his  father's  farm  and  the  next  year  rented  the 
farm  in  connection  with  his  brother  Henry. 

The  date  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Coleman  with 
Miss  Mary  E.  Sheldon  was  November  20,  1866. 
Mrs.  Coleman  is  a  daughter  of  Nathan  M.  Sheldon, 
of  Texas  Township.  After  their  marriage  our 
subject  purchased  the  place  where  he  now  lives, 
which  consists  of  eighty  acres  on  section  30  and 
twenty  acres  in  Almena  Township.  To  him  and  his 
wife  six  children  have  been  born,  named  as  follows: 
Cora,   aged    twenty-four,   is  married    to  William 


Browne,  of  Alamo  Township;  Sheldon,  aged  twenty- 
one  years,  is  attending  college  at  Ann  Arbor;  El- 
vira, aged  eighteen,  is  at  home,  but  engaged  in 
teaching  school  a  part  of  the  time;  Kate  aged  fif- 
teen, Owen  aged  fourteen,  and  Pearl  aged  eleven 
are  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Coleman 
is  a  member  of  Orcutt  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Kalamazoo. 


"jH  AMES  M.  NEASMITH  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  well-to-do  farmers  and  stock- 
^^  raisers  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kalamazoo 
^^Jy  County,  where  he  has  always  been  a  very 
prominent  man.  He  has  held  many  honorable 
and  responsible  offices,  such  as  County  Treasurer, 
State  Representative  and  Commissioner  of  State 
Lands. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Manches- 
ter, England,  September  26,  1823,  and  his  father, 
James,  was  a  native  of  Edmburg,  Scotland.  The 
grandfather  also  bore  the  name  of  James,  and  was 
a  Scotchman,  and  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  When 
quite  an  old  man,  he  came  to  America  and  lived 
among  his  children  and  died  at  Warsaw,  N.  Y., 
when  seventy-five  years  old.  The  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  America  with  his  family  in  1827. 
He  was  a  cloth-dresser  by  trade,  and  worked  both  in 
Manchester,  England,  and  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  at  this  business.  He  was  of  a  somewhat  roving 
disposition  and  enlisted  and  served  through  the 
entire  Mexican  War,  participating  in  all  the  battles, 
under  Gens.  Taylor  and  Scott.  He  went  on  sev- 
eral whaling  expeditions,  was  shipwrecked  and  set 
adrift  in  mid-ocean  but  was  rescued  and,  after  an 
absence  of  three  years,  returned  home.  He  finally 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  went 
abroad,  since  which  time  nothing  has  ever  been 
heard  from  him  and  it  is  presumed  that  he  is  dead. 

Sarah  Killer,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Manchester,  England,  and  reared  a  family 
of  two  boys,  James  and  John;  the  latter  is  now 
Deputy-Sheriff  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.  The  mother  died 
at  the  age  of  eightj^  four  years,  at  the  home  of  our 
subject.  She  was  a  conscientious  Methodist  in 
religion  and  took  a  great  interest  in  religious  mat- 
ters.    Her  father,  John   Killer,   was  overseer  in  a 
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large  cotton  factory  in  England.  Our  subject  was 
in  his  fifth  year  when  he  came  to  this  country 
with  his  parents.  The  first  year  was  spent  in  New 
York  City  and  the  second  in  Philadelphia,  and 
finally  the  family  located  at  Batavia,  N.  Y. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  and  when  he  became  of  age  spent 
five  months  in  the  Carey  Collegiate  Institute,  at 
Oakfield,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  subsequently 
taught  school  two  years.  The  following  year  he 
made  flour  barrels.  Mr.  Neasmith  kept  a  hotel  at 
East  Pembroke  three  years,  and  then  took  a  half- 
interest  in  a  general  merchandising  store  at  East 
Pembroke  with  John  A.  Willett,  and  continued 
this  until  1853,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  here 
in  the  fall.  He  bought  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land,  a  part  of  his  present  estate,  which 
was  but  partially  improved. 

Mr.  Neasmith  was  married  July  1, 1847,  to  Susan 
E.  Dykeman,an  amiable  woman,  who  was  born  in 
Canajoharrie,  N.  Y.,  September  20,  1824,  and  by 
this  union  three  children  have  been  born:  Ella  A. 
(Mrs.  Charles  S.  Cooley),  George  E.  and  Fred  W. 
They  have  a  very  fine  house  and  their  many  friends 
and  acquaintances  are  always  made  welcome.  Mr. 
Neasmith  has  five  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land, 
all  in  one  body.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  of  these 
are  well  improved.  This  he  now  rents  out  and, 
aside  from  overseeing  it,  lives  a  retired  life.  He 
has  carried  on  mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and 
stock  and  keeps  some  of  the  finest  Durham  cattle. 
Merino  sheep  and  Percheron  horses.  He  sold  $1,400 
worth  of  horses  in  the  last  two  years.  Their  resi- 
dence was  erected  in  1867,  and  numerous  barns 
and  sheds  adorn  the  place,  such  as  corn -house,  tool- 
house,  ice-house,  etc.,  fully  half  an  acre  under  roof. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  strong 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  re- 
elected in  1872,  and  served  during  the  winters  of 
1871-72  and  1873-74.  He  introduced  several 
bills,  among  which  was  one  to  do  away  with  the 
rule  to  exclude  a  man  from  acting  on  the  jury 
where  he  had  previously  read  of  a  case  in  a  paper. 
The  bill  was  passed.  He  also  introduced  a  bill 
exempting  personal  property  from  taxation  to  the 
extent  of  one's  indebtedness.     He  served  as  Chair- 


man of  Committees  on  Prisons  and  Asylums  in 
1871  and  on  Committees  on  Public  Lands  and 
Asylums  in  1873.  Mr.  Neasmith  was  Commissioner 
of  the  State  Land  OflSce  from  1878  to  1882  and 
made  some  reforms  in  that  office.  When  he  took  the 
office  there  were  fifteen  clerks  and  he  reduced  the 
force  to  eight  persons  and  it  has  remained  so  ever 
since.  Eight  years'  time  was  occupied  as  Trustee 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asybam  at  Flint,  Genesee 
County.  He  took  this  position  against  his  will, 
but  at  the  express  solicitation  of  Gov.  Croswell, 
who,  to  use  the  Governor's  language,  was  dissat- 
isfied with  its  management  and  desired  to  "infuse 
new  blood  into  it."  Our  subject  inaugurated  re- 
formatory measures,  making  some  radical  changes 
in  its  management  and  methods  of  conducting 
business.  He  is  now  Commissioner  of  Corrections 
and  Charities.  The  office  of  Treasurer  of  Kalama- 
zoo County  was  his  from  1862  to  1868,  and  of 
Treasurer  of  Kalamazoo  City  in  1867.  Our  subject 
is  President  of  the  Vicksburgh  &  Belle vue  Bank. 
He  has  never  solicited  these  offices,  but  the  offices 
sought  him.  He  is  a  man  of  much  influence  and 
wealth,  and  began  active  life  a  very  poor  boy  but 
has  grown  up  to  be  a  man  of  remarkable  judgment 
and  foresight. 


^IL^ON.  JOHN  J.  LUSK.  This  representative 
y^^  farmer  and  resident  of  Oshtemo  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  had  his  birth  in  Green 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  30,  1828.  He  is  a 
son  of  George  W.  Lusk,  of  Ontario  County,  where 
he  was  born  December  28,  1799,  and  followed 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  The  Lusk  family  origi- 
nates from  Ireland,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  the  grandfather,  it  is  thought,  was  born  in 
New  York.  The  last-named  had  six  sons  and  one 
daughter,  and  of  them  Solomon,  Elizur,  Sylvester 
and  George  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
father  of  our  subject  enlisted  when  but  eleven 
years  old  as  a  musician  for  five  years,  and  served 
the  full  term.  About  1848,  he  received  a  land 
bounty  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  until  fifty-eight  years  old,  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1854,  locating 
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in  Kalamazoo,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  where 
he  purchased  a  farm.  After  three  years,  he 
moved  to  Oshtemo  and  here  he  lived  for  nearly 
two  years,  removing  to  Texas  Township.  In  June, 
1865,  he  moved  to  California  and  died  there  June 
9,  1866.  He  held  local  offices  both  in  New  York 
and  Michigan. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Maria  Schermer- 
horn,  a  native  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  born  May  14, 1804. 
She  died  in  Texas  Township,  this  county,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1863.  Her  ancestors  came  from  Holland. 
Mr.  Lusk  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  survive.  He  received  a 
common  district-school  education  and  attended 
school  four  years  in  a  log  schoolhouse.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  the  spring  of  1857, 
and  in  the  summer  season  he  worked  on  his 
father's  farm,  taught  school  during  the  winter 
mimths  for  eleven  seasons,  and  had  schools  both  in 
New  York  and  Michigan  and  one  term  in  Benton 
County,  Ore. 

John  Lusk  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father  in 
the  spring  of  1854,  and  subsequently  went  to  Cali- 
fornia via  the  Isthmus.  He  spent  nearlj-  two 
years'  time  on  the  Pacific  Coast  on  a  cattle  ranch. 
In  July,  1858,  our  subject  with  two  companions 
started  for  Frazier,  British  Columbia,  as  at  that 
time  there  was  a  great  excitement  over  the  discov- 
ery of  gold  in  that  region.  They  only  went  as 
far  as  Corvallis,  Ore.,  and  it  was  while  in  that 
vicinity  that  he  taught  school.  In  the  year  1859, 
he  returned  to  San  Francisco  and  took  passage  for 
New  York  City,  reaching  home  April  7,  1859.  He 
subsequently  purchased  his  present  farm  on  sec- 
tion 15,  Oshtemo  Township,  and  now  has  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  township,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  acres,  a  part  of  which  lies  on  section  10. 
The  land  was  but  partially  cleared  and  he  has 
since  extensively  improved  and  cultivated  the 
place.  Durham  cattle  is  what  he  takes  the  great- 
est pride  in  and  he  keeps  the  best  grades.  He  started 
in  life  empty-handed,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most 
successful  farmers  in  the  county. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Lusk  was  married.  May  9, 1861, 
to  Miss  Lydia  Talmage,  a  native  of  Erie  County, 
Pa.  Mrs.  Lusk  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Delilah 
(Jefferds)  Talmage,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 


New  York,  respectively.  The  father,  a  farmer, 
came  to  Michigan  in  1853  and  located  in  this  town- 
ship and  county.  Both  father  and  mother  are  still 
living.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Ada  F.,  the  wife  of 
Ernest  Blakesley,  a  farmer  in  this  township;  Minnie, 
the  wife  of  Lewis  Buell,  a  farmer  in  this  township; 
and  Clarence  J.,  who  is  yet  under  the  parental 
roof.     All  have  had  a  splendid  schooling. 

The  original  of  this  notice  is  a  Republican,  join- 
ing their  ranks  on  the  organization  of  the  party, 
and  previously  he  was  a  Whig.  He  has  served  as 
delegate  to  county,  district  and  State  conven- 
tions, and  was  School  Inspector  four  terms.  He 
was  the  incumbent  of  the  office  of  Supervisor 
during  1863  and  1864  and  has  served  eight  terms 
since,  making  ten  in  all.  The  position  of  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Board  was  his  one  term,  and 
the  Courthouse  was  built  during  his  term  of  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Lusk  was  elected  State  Representative 
on  the  Republican  ticket  in  1888,  and  was  re- 
elected in  the  fall  of  1890.  During  the  first  term  he 
served  on  the  Committee  of  Supplies  and  Expendi- 
tures and  also  served  on  the  same  committee  dur- 
ing the  next  term.  He  has  been  a  Mason  since 
1857  and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  Lodge  No. 
22  in  Kalamazoo.  Mrs.  Lusk  is  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Kalamazoo. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lusk  move  among  the  best  circles  of 
the  township  and  are  honored  and  respected 
people. 


X 


VIS: 


^  j^ILLIAM  WILLIAMS.  Located  on  section 
irie  Ronde  Township,  Kalamazoo 
we  find  a  beautiful  farm  which  is 
the  property  of  our  subject.  It  is  supplied  with 
substantial  buildings,  a  comfortable  residence  and 
all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  first-class  estate.  He  is 
the  son  of  the  late  Erastus  Williams,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  State  in  July,  1809.  The  elder  Mr. 
Williams  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  in  the  fall  of 
1832  and  was  later  married  to  Miss  Fanny  Reed. 
The  young  couple  located  in  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship, where  Mrs.  Williams  died  after  having  become 
the  mother  of  five  children.     The   father    of   our 
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subject  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Philanda 
Hamilton,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and 
the  widow  of  Ira  Hamilton.  She  was  a  sister  of 
the  first  wife  of  Mr.  Williams  and  became  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Hiram  P.;  Anna  E.  mar- 
ried George  G.  Crose,  and  died  in  this  township; 
William  and  Eveline. 

William  Williams  was  born  November  19,  1849, 
in  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  He  has  made  this  place 
his  home  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  ten  years 
spent  in  Texas  Township.  His  landed  estate  in- 
cludes one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  he  has 
always  given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
August  27,  1871,  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Return 
and  Minerva  (Burson)  Mack,  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  The  parental  family  included  four 
children,  viz:  Mary,  Lilian  L.,  Nellie  H.  and 
Charles.  Mr.  Mack  died  in  Grand  Rapids  in  1887. 
Mrs.  Williams  was  born  September  2,  1853,  in  this 
township  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  parent  of  two  children:  Raymond  L. 
and  Walter  R. 

In  politics,  our  subject  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket.  He  is  very  progressive,  public  spirited 
and  liberal  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  his  com- 
munity. 


-^y 


s,»<g, 


M>^^<m= 


~^^ 


AMUEL  CARSON.  Among  the  many  pretty 
and  attractive  residences  which  adorn  the 
village  of  Galesburg,  the  passing  stranger 
is  wont  to  notice  with  special  admiration 
the  tasteful  home  of  Mr.  Carson,  which  he  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $2,800.  In  addition  to  his  valuable 
propertj^  m  the  village,  he  owns  seven  hundred  and 
sixteen  acres  of  farming  land  in  this  State  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  pine  land  in  Perry 
County,  Miss.,  all  of  which  he  has  accumulated 
through  the  exercise  of  industry  and  economy. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Carson,  whose  portrait  is 
shown  on  the  opposite  page,  was  on  the  banks  of 
the  Susquehanna  River  in  Pennsylvania  and  the 
date  of  his  birth,  February  15,  1823.  His  father, 
John,  was  born  in  the  Keystone  State  in  1781  and 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  although  he  laid  down 
the  implements  of  his  peaceful  calling  to  take   up 


the  weapons  of  warfare  in  1812.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  but  did  not  follow  it 
much  of  his  time,  being  mainly  engaged  in  till- 
ing the  soil.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Carson, 
Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  America 
in  his  early  manhood. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  maiden- 
hood as  Catherine  Wentz  and  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  October  5,  1785.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  Wentz,  a  native  of  France  and 
a  man  who  attained  considerable  reputation  as  a 
violinist.  Her  death  occurred  October  6,  1852. 
Her  marriage,  which  occurred  in  the  Keystone 
State,  was  an  event  of  unusual  importance,  for  she 
was  compelled  to  walk  twenty-one  miles  in  order 
to  have  the  ceremony  performed. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
comprised  thirteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  grew 
to  maturity.  Samuel,  who  was  the  tenth  child  in 
order  of  birth,  grew  to  manhood  beneath  the 
parental  roof.  In  1823  he  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Westmoreland,  Pa.,  and  nine  years  afterward 
settled  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  March  28, 
1844,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  J.  Mott,  who  was 
born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  March  15, 1824,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Jechonias  and  Rebecca  (Cox) 
Mott,  natives  of  Pennsj^lvania.  She  was  the  third 
child  among  eleven  children,  of  whom  five  daugh- 
ters now  survive. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  are  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children,  as  follows:  Isaac,  a  resident  of  Galesburg; 
Melinda,  wife  of  William  Schroder,  of  Galesburg; 
Lucretia,  who  married  W.  W.  Olin;  Martha,  who 
died  March  21,  1885;  Josephine,  wife  of  S.  E.  Olin, 
of  Ross  Township;  Samuel  J.,  of  Kalamazoo; 
Franklin  B.,  of  Newaygo,  Mich.;  Alonzo,  who  died 
November  23,  1889:  Alida  B.,  wife  of  L.K.  Town- 
send,  of  Galesburg;  Lottie,  who  married  G.  A. 
Townsend,  of  Richland  Township;  Willie  C,  a  resi- 
dent of  Ross  Township;  Minnie,  wife  of  L.  J.  Strait, 
of  Kalamazoo;  Lettie,  widow  of  H.  K.  Clark  and 
mother  of  one  son,  Harris  K.;  and  one  that  died 
unnamed. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Carson  located  in  what 
is  now  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  whence  in  1853  he 
removed  to  Ross  Township,   Kalamazoo  County, 
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and  bought  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  He  remained  on  the  place  until  1882,  mean- 
while greatly  improving  it  and  erecting  a  number 
of  substantial  farm  buildings.  His  course  in  life 
has  been  such  as  to  win  the  confidence  of  his  asso- 
ciates and  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  host  of 
warm  personal  friends.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


j)OYAL  T.  BALCH,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  on  a  farm  purchased  by  his  grand- 
father, Samuel  Balch,  at  Athens,  Vt.,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1817.  He  was  one  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  reached  maturity  save  the 
youngest,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  As 
a  family  they  were  strong  and  robust,  imbibing 
into  their  very  natures  the  ruggedness  of  their 
native  hills.  And  dearly  they  loved  to  recall 
their  feats  of  strength  and  daring  adventure  as 
well  as  the  old-time  merry-making.  But  it  was 
not  all  merry-making,  for  from  early  childhood 
each  must  bear  a  share  of  the  burdens  incident  to  a 
poor  man's  lot,  so  our  subject  was  early  taught  the 
habits  of  industry  and  frugality,  working  on  the 
farm  summers  and  attending  the  district  school 
three  months  during  the  winter.  But  being  a 
lover  of  books,  he  attained  a  fair  education  and 
taught  several  terms  of  school  successfully. 

Royal  Balch  was  married,  July  4,  1844,  to  Ruth- 
ana  G.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Amos  Davis,  of 
Athens,  Yt.  She  was  born  in  the  latter  place 
October  26,  1826.  This  union  proved  a  happy 
one,  for  she  was  a  true  wife  and  faithful 
mother,  ever  ready  to  do  her  part  of  life's  work, 
working  early  and  late,  deeming  no  sacrifice  too 
great  if  it  added  to  the  comfort  or  the  happiness 
of  her  family.  Truly  it  may  be  said  of  her,  "Her 
children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed,  her  husband 
also,  and  he  praises  her."  They  remained  on  the 
farm  at  Athens  until  the  fall  of  1850,  when  they 
came  to  Michigan,  where  his  brothers,  Nathaniel 
and  Samuel,  had  preceded  him.  Their  household 
goods  and  all  of  their  belongings  were  carried  by 
teams  over  the  mountains  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  thence 
by  canal  to  Buffalo,  crossing  Lake  Erie  in  a  severe 
storm,  taking  thirty-six  hours  for  the  passage  to 


Detroit.  They  took  the  cars  to  Kalamazoo,  but  it 
being  at  the  time  of  much  trouble  from  train 
wreckers,  it  was  not  a  pleasure  trip.  The  entire 
journey  occupied  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Balch  soon  after  purchased  a  farm  three 
miles  south  of  Kalamazoo  City,  where  he  remained 
until  May,  1854,  when  he  moved  to  Oshtemo 
Township,  having  purchased  a  farm  of  John  Has- 
call  on  section  36,  this  township,  which  property 
he  improved  and  added  to  until  he  owned  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  This  property  is  now 
occupied  by  three  of  his  children.  From  very 
small  beginnings,  by  industry  and  frugality,  Mr. 
Balch  was  enabled  to  support  a  large  family  and 
rear  them,  giving  all  liberal  educations,  three  being 
graduates.  From  a  boy,  he  loathed  intoxicants 
and  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  the  Red  Ribbon  Club  and  a  stanch  Pro- 
hibitionist, and  was  ever  interested  in  that  which 
would  elevate  his  fellow-men.  In  the  year  I860? 
he  gave  his  heart  and  hand  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Oshtemo  and  was  ever  after  a 
prominent  member,  and  for  years  was  Trustee, 
Steward,  Class-leader  or  Sunday-school  Superin- 
tendent, giving  liberally  of  time  and  means  for  its 
support,  in  which  he  was  ably  seconded  by  his  wife. 

There  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balch  seven 
children,  named  as  follows:  Jane  M.,  born  in  Ver- 
mont,  September  18,  1845,  married  Albert  S. 
Kellogg,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Michigan  Infantry  and  now  a  resident  of  Helena, 
Mont.;  Augusta,  a  native  of  Vermont,  where  she 
was  born,  September  12,  1847,  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead;  Sarah  L.  had  her  birth  November  29, 
1849,  in  Vermont  and  is  also  residing  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  is  following  teaching;  Abbie  A., 
born  in  Kalamazoo,  July  16,  1852,  is  married  to 
Frank  C.  Hall,  a  farmer  in  Kalamazoo  Township; 
Royal  C,  born  at  Oshtemo,  April  26,  1856,  is  mak- 
ing his  home  on  the  farm;  Emma  M.,  born  August 
21, 1858,  is  the  wife  of  S.  E.  Combs,  an  agent  at 
Kalamazoo.  Ernest  A.,  born  June  23,  1867,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Kalamazoo  College  and  a  post- 
graduate of  Michigan  University,  now  Professor  of 
English  Literature  in  the  High  School  at  Owosso, 
Mich.;  R.  C.  Balch  was  married,  in  1880,  to  Nellie 
A.  Wild  of  English  descent,  and  to  them   have 
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been  born   five  children:  Clarence  Leigh,  J.  Vin- 
cent, Elwyn  Curtis,  William   E.,  and  Ruth  A. 

The  original  of  this  life  notice  was  called  from 
this  earth  September  12,  1884,  and  his  good  wife 
followed  him  to  the  better  land  September  28, 
1889.  They  were  loved  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them,  and  eternity  alone  can  reveal  the 
blessed  influence  of  their  lives  in  the  community 
in  which  they  lived. 


ANFRED  HILL.  The  old  and  well-known 
business  establishment  belonging  to  this 
gentleman  has  been  located  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Prairie  Streets,  in  Vicksburg, 
since  1880,  and  contains  a  full  line  of  groceries. 
In  point  of  time,  Mr.  Hill  is  the  second  oldest 
business  man  in  the  village  and  from  his  early 
youth  has  been  identified  with  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment. As  a  merchant,  his  uniformly  genial 
manners  and  gentlemanly  dealings  with  his  cus- 
tomers, as  well  as  the  superiority  of  his  stock,  have 
brought  to  him  an  enviable  reputation  and  finan- 
cial success,  while  in  social  circles  he  is  equally  re- 
spected. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut  and  removed  thence  to  New 
York,  where  he  operated  as  a  farmer.  During  the 
War  of  1812,  he  enlisted,  but  saw  little  active  ser- 
vice. The  closing  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  when  about 
ninety-four.  Norman  A.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1812,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  place  of  his  birth. 
Thence  he  removed  in  1835  to  Michigan,  making 
the  journey  hither  across  the  lake  to  Detroit,  and 
from  there  by  hired  conveyance  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  where  he  bought  forty  acres  in  Burr  Oak 
Township. 

In  the  fall  of  1841,  Norman  A.  Hill  removed 
from  St.  Joseph  County  to  Brady  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  he  purchased  a  forty-acre 
tract  of  land,  and  later  bought  a  sawmill  on  Bear 
Creek, which  he  ran  until  it  burned  down  a  few  years 
afterward.     Selling  his  place,  he  bought  another 


farm,  located  his  family  in  a  log  house,  and  com- 
menced the  work  of  clearing  the  land  and  culti- 
vating the  soil.  Several  3^ears  were  thus  spent, 
when,  in  1853,  he  moved  into  Vicksburg  and  there 
resided  until  his  death  in  1881.  A  man  of  con- 
siderable riatural  ability,  he  was  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  surrounding  country.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  St.  Joseph  County,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  practiced 
with  success  for  nearlj^  thirty  years  in  Vicksburg. 

In  1841,  Dr.  Hill  was  married  to  Lucy  A.  Backus, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1819,  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1841,  settling  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  Her  father,  Tartellus  Backus,  was  born 
near  Montpelier,  Vt.,  in  1787,  and  when  twelve 
years  old  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  vicinity 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.  In  his  early  manhood,  he  settled 
on  the  Holland  Purchase  near  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and 
cleared  a  farm.  He  left  his  family  there  in  1825 
and  went  on  a  prospecting  tour  through  Ohio,  but, 
unfortunately  becoming  sick,  was  absent  from 
home  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  lost  all 
of  his  property. 

Mr.  Backus  died  very  shortly  after  his  removal  to 
Michigan  in  1841.  His  widow,  Lucy  Jones,was  who 
born  in  New  York  in  1789,  survived  to  the  age  of 
seventy-five.  The  Backus  family  is  of  Welsh  de- 
scent and  was  first  represented  in  America  by  three 
brothers  who  emigrated  hither  during  Colonial 
times.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  is  one  of 
ten  children,  is  a  lady  of  estimable  character  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  son  Manfred. 

There  were  five  children  in  the  family  of  which 
our  subject  is  a  member,  the  others  being  Malcom, 
Julia  (now  Mrs.  Martin),  Lucy  and  Mottram.  Man- 
fred was  born  in  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  March  20,  1847,  and  in  November,  1854, 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Vicksburg,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  While  very  young,  he  com- 
menced to  earn  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  in 
the  year  1874  began  in  business  for  himself ,  buying 
out  Louis  and  James  E.  Kimball  and  conducting  a 
grocery  on  the  opposite  corner  from  his  present 
location.  He  transacts  an  extensive  and  prosper- 
ous business  and  is  well  known  as  a  reliable  mer- 
chant. 

In  the  public  affairs  of  Vicksburg,  Mr.  Hill  has 
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always  maintained  great  interest  and  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  served 
as  Village  Treasurer  about  ten  years  and  occupied 
other  positions  of  local  importance.  Socially,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  order  of  the  Maccabees.  He  and 
his  widowed  mother  occupy  a  large  and  comfort- 
able brick  residence,  pleasantly  located  and  attract- 
ively furnished,  and  they  are  numbered  among 
the  most  highly  respected  residents  of  Vicksburg. 


.|     toliT  ilM  J      I      I      1 


1  '<  1  rf-m  i^ifiiKf^iT*. 


lEV.  NORMAN  ABBOTT,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  is  residing  on  a  beautiful  tract  of 
^land,  located  on  section  36.  He  is  a  native 
of  Grafton  County,  N.  H.  His  natal  day  was 
August  24,  1817.  He  was  a  son  of  William  and 
Patience  (Burbank)  Abbott,  natives,  respectively, 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  Both  his  pat- 
ernal and  maternal  ancestry  came  from  England. 
In  1827,  the  original  of  this  sketch  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Michigan,  coming  by  way  of  the 
Lakes  to  Detroit,  and  from  there  to  Romeo,  where 
they  resided  for  a  number  of  years,  and  where  his 
parents  died. 

Our  subject  received  a  primary  education  in 
the  schools  of  Romeo,  this  State,  and  was  later 
graduated  from  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  in  1844. 
His  course  in  that  institution  comprised  seven 
years,  being  two  years  in  the  Preparatory  Depart- 
ment, four  years  in  the  Classical,  and  one  year  in 
the  Theological. 

For  eight  years  Rev.  Norman  Abbott  occupied 
the  chair  of  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Albion 
College.  Mr.  Abbot  has  been  an  ordained  Min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since 
1845.  He  belonged  to  the  Michigan  Conference  of 
the  same  church  for  sixteen  years,  and  has  since 
done  more  or  less  ministerial  work.  In  the  fall  of 
1861,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  Richland  Township,  where 
he  has  since  been  a  continuous  resident.  His 
landed  estate  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  acres  which  have  received  many  improve- 
ments which  go  to  make  up  a  first-class  farm.     Mr. 


Abbott  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word — having  worked  his  way  through  the  col- 
lege. He  is  favorable  known  and  has  many 
friends  throughout  the  county. 

In  1846,  Mr.  Abbott  married  Miss  Lydia  Atkins, 
who  died  about  one  A^ear  afterward,  leaving  an 
infant  daughter,  Lydia  H.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Hiram  Millspaugh.  Mr.  Abbott  married  Miss 
Lovina  Burret,  in  1849,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  namely:  Emma,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  S.  Abbott,  of  Lansing;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Robert  Telfer,  of  Richland;  Edward  I,  the  eldest 
son,  born  September  20,  1862,  received  a  primary 
education  in  the  Galesburg  Union  School,  and  in 
1890-91,  graduated  from  Tellar's  Business  College, 
in  Kalamazoo,  and  is  at  present  at  home.  Lewis  F. 
was  born  January  14,  1866,  also  received  a  pri- 
mary education  at  the  Galesburg  Union  School, 
and  then  took  a  full  classical  course  at  Albion 
College,  graduating  June,  1891,  and  is  now  at  home 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  present  wife  of  Rev. 
Norman  Abbott  was  Lou  L.  Stevens,  daughter  of 
Alva  T.  and  Lucy  (Hubbard)  Stevens.  She  is  an 
intelligent  and  cultured  lady,  who  had  been  a 
successful  teacher  for  years  prior  to  her  marriage. 
She  is  a  native  of  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  and 
with  her  husband  is  interested  in  every  good 
work  in  the  locality  where  they  reside.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Abbott  is  a  Prohibition  Republican,  and 
favors  every  public  measure  which  tends  to  the 
moral,  social,  and  financial  improvement  of  the 
county. 


ylLLIAM  A.  BORDEN  is  a  native  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.  He  was  born  October  21, 
1834,  and  is  the  son  of  William  W.  and 
Caroline  (Clark)  Borden,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  June  21,  1801, 
and  the  mother  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1816.  The  lived  in  New  York  State  until 
1854,  when  they  journeyed  to  Decatur,  Van  Buren 
County,  Mich.,  and  kept  an  hotel  there  one  year. 
They  then  settled  in  Texas  Township,  where  the 
father  died,  March  17, 1867.     Previous  to  the  mar 
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riage  with  the  mother  of  our  subject,  William  W. 
Borden  married  Sally  Angel,  of  New  York,  and  who 
died  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  She  bore  her  hus- 
band one  child  that  lived. 

Our  subject  is  the  first-born  in  a  family  of  six 
children  born  to  his  parents.  One  daughter,  Alice, 
born  in  1845,  was  a  graduate  of  Kalamazoo  Bap- 
tist College  and  married  Henry  Morgan  and  died 
in  Lamar,  Mo.,  August  26,  1877.  William  A.  Bor- 
den accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan  in  1854, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Texas 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  makes 
his  home  on  section  11,  and  here  he  carries  on 
general  farming  successfully  on  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  broad  and  fertile  acres  and  it  is  by  his 
push,  pluck  and  perseverance  that  the  place  is  what 
it  is  to-day. 

Mr.  Borden  took  as  his  wife  Miss  Mary  Nash, 
who  was  born  in  Otsego,  N.  Y.,  and  who  bore  her 
husband  one  child,  Charles  P\emont,  born  July  31, 
1857.  This  son  is  married  to  Miss  Hattie  Rickard, 
the  ceremony  having  taken  place  January  29, 1879. 
Mrs.  Hattie  Borden  was  born  in  Oshtemo  Town- 
ship, this  county,  November  16,1856.  The  good 
wife  of  our  subject  passed  away  May  15,  1873,  and 
in  her  death  the  communitj^  lost  a  splendid  neigh- 
bor and  a  beloved  friend.  Our  subject  has  held 
the  offices  of  Notary  Public  and  School  Inspector 
and  Director.  He  is  always  in  favor  of  anything 
that  will  enhance  the  prosperity  of  the  community 
and  always  gives  it  his  hearty  support.  Politically, 
he  casts  his  vote  always  with  the  Republican 
party.  Socially,  Mr.  Borden  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  has  taken  the  Thirty-sec- 
ond degree.  He  is  a  public-spirited  and  liberal 
man  in  his  views  and  is  well  liked  by  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


4^ 


«^ 


r^^)RADLEY  S.  WILLIAMS,  a  resident  at  No. 
L^<    718  Burdick  Street,  Kalamazoo  City,  was 


born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  April  26, 
1815.  His  father  was  William  Williams,  a 
native  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  who  took  as  his  wife 
Sally  Reed,  also  of  Connecticut,  who  became  the 
mother  of  our  subject.    The  grandfather,  Ebenezer 


Williams,  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Canan- 
daigua, N.  Y.,  and  of  Welsh  descent.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1821, 
he  moved  to  Ohio,  but  spent  the  later  years  of  his 
life  at  Richland,  this  county,  dying  in  his  seventy- 
fourth  year. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  born  of  seven  children, 
all  living  to  mature  years,  but  two  only  are  now 
living,  our  subject  and  the  yovingest  brother,  Will- 
iam Williams,  a  resident  of  Brady  Township,  this 
county.  The  eldest  brother  died  in  Ohio  last 
February,  and  Burton  D.,  a  doctor  of  medicine,  also 
died  near  Tiffin,  the  same  State.  Mr.  Williams  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty  years 
old,  teaching  some  and  clerking  in  a  store  at  Mon- 
roeville,  Ohio,  until  1835.  In  this  year,  he  came 
to  Kalamazoo  County  and  expected  to  engage 
in  clerking,  but  instead  worked  on  a  farm  at 
Prairie  Ronde  and  ran  a  sawmill  for  Elias  Raw- 
son  until  1837.  In  1835,  Mr.  Williams  located 
on  section  5,  Brady  Township,  on  the  Indian  Res- 
ervation, and  in  the  spring  of  1839  he  was  mar- 
ried, and,  building  a  log  cabin,  moved  on  the  land, 
and  two  years  later  his  title  was  perfected  under 
the  pre-emption  law.  He  then  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  his  land,  improving  it  for  twenty  years. 
Of  all  the  men  that  lived  on  the  prairie  when 
he  first  settled,  not  one  is  now  living. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Williams  moved  to  Kalamazoo 
with  his  children,  his  wife  having  previously  died, 
and  there  engaged  handling  sheep,  letting  out 
over  two  thousand  of  the  Merino  breed  through 
the  different  counties.  Since  that  time  he  has 
continued  to  engage  in  this  business  in  which  he 
meets  with  great  success,  and  his  sheep  are  regis- 
tered in  the  American  National  Union  Associa- 
tion register.  At  county  fairs,  he  always  has  a 
splendid  exhibition.  Mr.  Williams  is  also  a 
breeder  of  Chester  White  hogs.  This  gentleman 
is  the  possessor  of  three  splendid  farms  in  this 
county,  and,  in  1866,  he  began  to  grow  fruit  in 
Douglas,  Allegan  County,  and  once  had  a  peach 
orchard  of  ten  thousand  trees,the  largest  one  on  the 
lake.  He  has  continued  in  fruit-growing,  having 
peaches,  pears  and  apples,  and  having  two  farms 
of  one  hundred  acres  each,  on  which  he  is  now 
raising  pears.     In   this   he  has  made  a   study  of 
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pruning,  grafting,  growing,  shipping,  etc.,  and  has 
been  very  prosperous  in  it.  Luther  and  Malcom, 
his  sons,  also  give  their  assistance  to  this  work. 

Our  worthy  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
city  since  1859,  and  here  erected  his  beautiful  and 
commodious  residence  nearly  twenty  years  ago. 
A  company  was  organized  in  Kalamazoo,  of  which 
our  subject  was  one,  for  handling  windmills,  and 
fixtures  and  pumps,  and  for  some  three  years 
made  the  Sterns  Mill,  paying  a  royalty,  but  soon 
changed  and  began  the  Manville  Mill,  which  is 
still  continued.  Our  subject  is  the  only  man  to 
remain  continuously  in  the  business.  The  firm 
has  changed  a  number  of  times  but  our  subject  still 
remains  a  member  of  it.  They  started  without 
one  dollar  of  capital  stock,  but  the  business  grew 
up  on  its  own  right  and  every  man  who  has  been 
identified  with  it  has  made  money.  Mr.  Williams 
for  about  two  years  engaged  in  the  pine  lumber 
business  at  Everett,  Osceola  County,  and  con- 
ducted a  sawmill  at  Evej-ett  till  the  mill  was 
blown  up  and  his  partner  was  killed  by  the 
bursting  of  the  boiler.  He  immediately  closed  out 
the  business.  The  handling  of  farm  land  has  been 
a  profitable  business  with  Mr.  AVilliams,  and  he 
now  has  his  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  worth 
$100  per  acre,  which  is  carried  on  by  hired  help, 
under  his  sagacious  supervision. 

In  his  political  aflSliations,  Mr.  Williams  was  for- 
merly a  Whig  and  an  Abolilionist,and  was  Super- 
visor of  his  township  at  the  time  the  Republican 
party  was  organized.  He  is  well-read  in  law  and 
keeps  up  with  all  the  public  topics  of  the  day. 
Mr.  Williams  was  married,  April  2,  1838,  to  Lydia, 
a  daughter  of  Eli  Harrison.  The  wife  died  on 
the  old  farm  in  Brady  Township,  January  29, 
1857,  and  Mr.  Williams  was  again  married,  March 
29,  1860,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Cordelia  (Page)  Kurtz, 
a  native  and  resident  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
and  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Kirk  Smith. 

The  children  born  of  the  first  marriage  of  Mr. 
Williams  are  as  follows:  Melvin,  a  resident  near 
San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Vina,  whose  husband  is  a 
manufacturer  of  windmills;  Owen  deceased;  Mal- 
com B.,  in  the  windmill  factory,  and  Manford 
E.  One  child  has  been  born  to  the  present  union, 
Dora  Irene,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Walter  E.  Buckingham 


and  resides  at  home.  Her  husband  is  in  the  paper 
mill  here.  Manford  is  an  attorney  and  stockman 
at  Pierre,  S.  Dak.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams 
are  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church  and  are  lib- 
eral in  their  church  views.  Our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order  at  Kalamazoo  and  also 
of  the  Blue  Lodge  Chapter  and  Commandery. 


LEMENT  B.  GUCHESS,  the  popular  Post- 
master at  Climax,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
an  old  settler  of  Kalamazoo  County,  is 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
section  of  the  country,  as  the  proprietor  of  a  tract 
of  finely-improved  farming  land,  from  the  rental 
of  which  he  derives  a  good  income.  Mr.  Guchess 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  August  12, 
1835,  a  son  of  David  Guchess,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  was  of  Dutch  descent. 
His  father,  who  was  a  farmer  of  New  York  State, 
his  farming  interests  lying  in  Dutchess  County, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  ancestors  had  come 
to  this  country  in  Colonial  times. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  shoemaker  and 
a  farmer.  He  carried  on  his  occupations  in  Cayuga 
County,  in  his  native  State,  until  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1851.  He  located  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Climax,  where  he  followed  his  trade  as 
a  shoemaker.  He  owned  land  in  Ionia  County, 
but  did  not  farm  after  coming  to  this  State.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  left  be- 
hind him  the  record  of  a  life  well  spent.  He  was 
a  Christian  in  the  true  sense,  and  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
a  Republican  in  politics.  During  the  last  ten  or 
fifteen  years  of  his  life,  he  resided  at  Athens,  and 
was  buried  there.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Maria  Emerson,  and  who  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  She, 
too,  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Cinderella,  deceased;  Martin,  deceased; 
John,  Clement  B.,  Sallie  M.,  David,  Harriet  A.,  and 
Sheldon,  deceased. 
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Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  on  a  farm  in  bis 
native  State.  When  very  young,  he  began  to 
work  on  the  farm  and  made  himself  very  useful, 
as  he  was  a  quick,  bright  lad,  and  early  learned 
how  to  do  all  kinds  of  farm  work.  He  attended 
the  district  school  as  opportunity  offered  when  he 
was  a  little  boy,  but  at  the  youthful  age  of  ten,  he 
had  to  begin  life  in  earnest  as  a  driver  on  the  Erie 
Canal,  and  he  followed  the  tow-path  or  steered  a 
boat  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  One  year 
then  was  spent  at  carpentering,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County 
to  build  himself  up  a  home.  He  continued  to 
pursue  his  trade  as  a  builder  until  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  First  Michigan  Engineers,  December 
26,  1863.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Kalamazoo,  and 
was  sent  with  his  regiment  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  he  and  his  comrades  were  engaged  in  con- 
structing block  houses  and  bridges,  their  opera- 
tions extending  through  Tennessee,  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  They  accompanied  Sherman's  forces  on 
the  famous  "March  to  the  Sea,"  and  by  their  good 
work  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  success  of  the 
expedition.  They  also  did  some  fighting,  taking 
an  active  part  in  a  skirmish  at  Savannah,  and  m 
the  battle  of  Benton ville,  N.  C,  which  was  the  last 
one  in  which  Gen.  Sherman's  army  engaged.  Our 
subject  was  in  a  hospital  at  Carters  ville,  Ga.,  six 
weeks,  his  health  giving  way  under  the  hardships 
that  he  had  to  undergo  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties.  The  Michigan  Engineers  built  block  houses 
until  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  and  after  that  their 
work  was  confined  to  erecting  railway  bridges. 
They  participated  in  the  review  of  Sherman's 
army  at  Washington,  and  September  25,  1865, 
were  honorably  discharged,  having  nobly  carried 
on  the  important  work  entrusted  to  them  in  the 
face  of  every  danger  and  in  spite  of  every  obsta- 
cle, winning  encomiums  from  their  leaders  for  the 
help  they  afforded  in  enabling  the  army  to  move 
more  rapidly  from  point  to  point  by  their  engi- 
neering skill. 

After  his  bitter  experience  of  life  in  the  army, 
Mr.  Guchess  returned  to  his  old  home  in  tiie  vil- 
lage of  Climax,  well  pleased  to  resume  his  business 
as  a  carpenter,  which  he  has  pursued  ever  since. 
He  is  very  skillful  in  his  line,  and  has  worked  on 


nearly  all  the  buildings  in  this  region.  He  has 
accumulated  a  goodly  amount  of  this  world's 
goods,  and  is  one  of  the  independent  moneyed 
men  of  the  community.  He  has  one  hundred  and 
seventj'  acres  of  land  in  this  township,  three  acres 
south  of  here,  and  a  lot  and  a  house  in  the  village. 
He  was  appointed  Postmaster  May  6,  1889,  and 
still  holds  the  position  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  all  who  are  interested.  He  has  been  Justice  of 
the  Peace  ever  since  1863,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years.  His  knowledge  of  law  and  his  exper- 
ience in  applying  it  to  cases  that  come  under  his 
jurisdiction  make  him  one  of  the  best  qualified 
oflScials  for  the  position  now  serving  in  that  capa- 
city in  the  county.  The  wisdom  and  justice  of  his 
decisions  in  the  many  cases  tried  before  him  are 
shown  by  the  fact  that  never  has  one  been  reversed 
or  changed  by  court.  Mr.  Guchess  has  also  held 
other  important  oflOices,  such  as  that  of  Township 
Clerk,  of  which  he  was  an  incumbent  three  years, 
and  that  of  Treasurer  for  one  year.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Galesburg,  and  of 
the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  in  this  village.  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  decided  Republican. 

Our  subject  was  married,  February  26,  1853,  to 
Miss  Jane  Pierce,  a  native  of  Niagara,  N.  Y.  They 
have  four  children  living  and  one  deceased,  Fillie. 
The  others  are,  Celia  A.,  William  T.  S.,  Bertha  M. 
and  Rosa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guchess  are  open-hearted, 
frank  and  sincere,  stand  high  socially,  and  are  well 
liked  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  ac- 
quaintance. 


OEHEMIAH  EL  WELL  is  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  original  settlers  of  Kalamazoo  County 
I  now  living  within  its  precincts,  who  figures 
in  its  pioneer  history  as  one  who  early  braved  the 
dangers  and  hardships  of  life  in  the  wilderness  of 
Southern  Michigan,  for  the  sake  of  founding  a 
home,  and  has  been  a  valuable  assistant  in  reclaim- 
ing the  soil.  He  is  now  quietly  passing  his  later 
years  on  his  farm  on  section  15,  Climax  Township, 
which  he  purchased  from  the  Government,  and 
upon  which  he  has  lived  and  labored  for  more 
than  half  a  century. 
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Mr.  Elwell  was  born  in  the  town  of  Burns,  Al- 
bany County,  N.  Y.,  October  31,  1811.  His  father, 
who  bore  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  Grandfather  Elwell  died  young, 
and  nothing  is  known  of  his  life  or  ancestry.  The 
family  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  it  is  four  genera- 
tions since  it  was  first  established  in  America.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  shoemaker  all  his  life. 
During  the  War  of  1812,  there  were  two  drafts  in  his 
town,  but  he  was  not  drafted  to  serve  in  the  army. 
He  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  was  a  pioneer 
of  this  county,  owning  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  devoting  his  time  partly  to  farm- 
ing and  partly  to  making  shoes,  until  his  death  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
its  welfare,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  having 
been  an  Anti-Mason  m  early  life.  He  married 
Martha  Babcock,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  they 
reared  a  family  of  six  children:  Nehemiah,  Robert 
B.,  Selina,  Edward,  George  and  Isaac.  The  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  She,  too, 
was  an  earnest  Baptist,  and  she  and  her  husband 
were  the  first  members  of  that  church  in  this  com- 
munity. The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Robert  Babcock,  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  carpenter.  When  young, 
he  went  to  live  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  whence 
he  subsequently  went  to  Albany  County,  and  later 
to  Schoharie  County,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  of  his  father's 
family.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  State,  and  early  learned  to  work  on  a 
farm.  In  the  fall  of  1835,  he  took  an  important 
step  in  life,  determining  to  avail  himself  of  the 
numerous  advantages  offered  by  the  cheap  lands 
and  fertile  soil  of  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan 
for  a  young  farmer  to  gain  a  living.  He  bought 
his  farm  in  Climax  Township,  on  which  he  is  still 
living,  and  then  went  back  to  his  old  home.  In 
the  spring  of  1836,  he  returned,  driving  through 
Canada  with  an  ox-team,  and  being  nearly  three 
weeks  on  his  way.  There  were  but  few  families 
here  then,  and  everything  looked  wild  and  deso- 
late. Indians  of  the  Pottawattamie  tribe  were  here, 
and  as  they  often  came  to  his  house  to  trade  venison, 


Mr.  Elwell  learned  to  speak  their  language.  He 
killed  many  a  deer  himself  and  wild  turkeys,  too. 
At  night  he  would  frequently  go  to  the  door  and 
listen  to  the  howls  of  the  wolves,  and  occasionally 
when  the  moon  shone,  he  would  take  down  his  rifle 
to  shoot  at  them.  He  did  some  of  his  trading  at 
Kalamazoo  and  Battle  Creek,  and  made  one  trip  to 
Detroit  through  the  forests,  and  was  gone  a  week, 
the  traveling  being  so  bad. 

Buying  his  land  from  the  Government,  our  sub- 
ject had  to  fell  the  forest  trees  to  clear  it  for  culti- 
vation, his  first  work  being  to  build  a  log  house, 
18x24  feet  in  dimensions,  which  is  still  standing 
He  has  since  made  many  substantial  improvements, 
has  his  land  under  excellent  tillage,  and  has  a  fine 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  rents  to  his  son  on 
shares,  his  son  carrying  on  a  lucrative  business  in 
mixed  farming. 

Mr.  Elwell  and  Miss  Ruth  Whitford  united  their 
lives  in  what  has  been  a  true  marriage,  September 
15,  1840,  and,  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1890, 
they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  their  chil- 
dren and  their  old  friends  and  neighbors  meeting 
together  to  offer  their  congratulations  and  good 
wishes,  and  having  a  very  enjoyable  time.  They 
have  been  blessed  by  six  children,  of  whom  five 
are  living:  Homer  N.,  Maria  (Mrs.  Nerber),  War- 
ren, Louisa  and  Huber.  Their  little  son  Byron 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months.  Mrs.  Elwell 
was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1818, 
to  Eli  and  Nancy  (Sims)  Whitford,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Whitford  was  of  Scot- 
tish descent,  her  father  having  been  born  in  Scot- 
land. The  Whitfords  were  pioneers  of  Southern 
Michigan,  coming  here  in  1836,  making  the  jour- 
ney across  Lake  Erie,  and  then  by  team  to  their 
destination.  Mr.  Whitford  took  up  Government 
land  and  developed  a  farm,  and  after  living  m 
Battle  Creek  for  a  time,  went  to  Utah,  and  died 
there  after  reaching  an  old  age. 

Mr.  Elwell  first  voted  the  Anti-Mason  ticket, 
then  the  Whig,  next  the  Free-Soil,  and  after  that 
the  Republican,  and  he  still  stands  stanchly  by  that 
party.  He  cast  the  first  ballot  ever  voted  in  Cli- 
max Township  in  1837,  being  one  of  three  voters, 
and  just  fifty  years  from  that  very  day,  he  cast  the 
first  one  at  the  opening  of  the  polls.     He  has  al- 
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Lncretia  Sperry,  pioneers  of  Hudson,  Gillett 
County,  Ohio.  Her  grandfather  fought  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  died  in  the  hospital. 
She  had  three  brothers  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  one  of  them,  Alfred,  was  a  prisoner  in 
Libby  Prison  for  three  months,  and  died  from  the 
effects  of  his  confinement.  The  brother,  Frank 
Sperry,  is  living  in  Ogden,  Mich.,  and  is  a  promi- 
nent man  there. 

Our  subject  is  now  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  his  township  and  county,  having  some- 
thing to  do  with  all  movements  in  the  township 
that  tend  towards  its  betterment.  He  was  the 
first  Deputy  of  Oshtemo  Township,  and  held  the 
office  six  years.  He  is  a  sagacious  business  man 
and  is  now  engaged  in  keeping  a  general  store,  a 
meat-market,  hotel,  hostelry  and  drug-store.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  four  children:  Effie 
Elvira,  who  married  Mr.  Drummond,  a  telegraph 
operator;  Pearly  is  married  and  living  in  Otsego, 
Mich.,  where  her  husband  is  connected  with  the 
overall  factory;  Minnie  is  single  and  living  at 
home,  and  Elmer  is  also  at  home  and  assisting  his 
father  in  the  store. 

Both  Mr.  Clapp  and  his  congenial  wife  have 
had  serious  accidents  and  are  suffeing  somewhat 
from  the  effects  of  them.  Mr.  Clapp  fell  from 
the  top  of  a  house  on  which  he  was  working,  and 
Mrs.  Clapp  is  crippled  from  a  fall  from  a  tree 
while  picking  cherries.  Nevertheless,  both  are 
cheerful  and  pleasant  people,  and  honored  and 
respected  by  everyone.  Mr.  Clapp  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county  conventions  a  number  of 
times,  and  has  twice  served  as  delegate  to  State 
conventions. 

"^  AMES  NESBITT.  Nothing  is  of  deeper 
interest  to  the  student  of  human  nature 
and  human  events  than  to  trace  the  career 
^^^  of  one  who  has  fought  his  way  up  to  a 
position  of  prominence  and  financial  success  by 
dint  of  his  own  pluck,  push  and  perseverance,  and 
who  has,  notwithstanding  the  temptations  and 
struggles  of  his  earlier  years,  maintained  a  well- 
earned  reputation  for  probity  and  for  a  Just  con- 


sideration of  the  rights  of  others.  Such  a  study 
do  we  find  in  the  life  of  him  whose  name  we  have 
just  quoted. 

The  splendid  farm  of  Mr.  Nesbitt,  which  is 
situated  on  section  3,  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County^  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit  from 
any  one  who  admires  a  finely-tilled  farm.  He 
occupies  a  very  prominent  position  in  his  com- 
munity, being  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  the  county.  He  is  a  genial,  hospitable 
gentleman,  and  one  who  has  as  many  friends  as 
acquaintances.  His  good  wife  is  a  model  home- 
keeper,  and  they  are  both  regarded  as  among  the 
best  citizens  of  their  community. 

James  Nesbitt  was  the  youngest  in  the  parental 
family  of  three  children,  and  was  born  May  28, 
1847,  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Susan  (Huxtable)  Nesbitt,  for  a 
fuller  history  of  whose  life  the  reader  is  referred 
to  their  sketch,  to  be  found  on  another  page  in 
this  A^olume.  Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm,  being  trained  to  all  the  duties 
which  are  essential  to  be  performed  by  a  first-class 
agriculturist.  He  has  always  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  ranks  among 
the  well-to-do  business  men  of  the  township. 

January  14,  1875,  Mr.  Nesbitt  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lena,  daughter  of  James  and 
Judith  (Harris)  Watkins.  Her  parents  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County  in  an  early  daj^,  and  ^yere 
natives,  respectively,  of  Massachusetts  and  Ohio. 
After  coming  to  the  Wolverine  State,  they  resided 
in  Van  Buren  County,  where  they  passed  their  last 
days.  Mrs.  Nesbitt  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children,  her  birth  occurring  in  the  above-named 
county,  April  18,  1850. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
born  one  daughter,  Katie  M.  Mr.  Nesbitt  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township  in 
the  spring  of  1883,  filling  that  position  acceptably 
several  terms.  In  the  spring  of  1891,  he  was  elected 
Chairman  of  that  body  at  a  special  meeting.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Nesbitt  has  always  voted  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  has  been  very  prominent  in 
all  local  affairs.  His  landed  estate  comprises  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  eighty  of  which  bear 
fine  improvements. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
township,  the  following  resolution,  referring  to 
our  subject,  was  offered  by  Mr.  Robinson,  and  the 
same  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Chairman  for  the  impartial 
manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliber- 
ations of  this  Board,  and  we  hereby  take  this 
opportunity  to  renew  our  obligation  to  him  for 
the  uniform  courtesy  he  has  extended  to  each  and 
every  member  of  this  body  on  all  occasions. 


l^^ARIUS  W.  FIELD.  Among  the  most 
I  Jj)  thrifty  and  intelligent  agriculturists  of 
(^^^  Kalamazoo  County,  we  are  glad  to  men- 
tion the  gentleman  whose  name  initiates 
this  sketch  and  who  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  in  his  business  career.  He  is  at  present 
residing  on  a  line  farm  on  section  24,  Kalamazoo 
Township,  a  view  of  which  accompanies  this  bio- 
graphy. He  is  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
born  April  26,  1831.  His  father,  Darius  Field,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  took  as  his  wife  Saloma  Clark 
and  to  them  were  born  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  This  couple  in  an  early  day  moved  to 
New  York  and  located  in  Steuben  County  where 
the  children  were  mostly  reared.  Farming  was 
his  life  vocation  and  he  saw  many  of  the  hard- 
ships  and  trials  incident  to  such  a  life. 

In  1845  the  elder  Mr.  Field  came  to  the  State  of 
Michigan,  locating  in  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he 
resided  but  a  short  time,  after  which  he  went  to 
Cass  County  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Porter  Township,  For  about  one 
year  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1876, 
he  resided  with  a  daughter  in  St.  Joseph  County. 
The  good  wife  and  mother  died  some  years  pre- 
vious, in  1863.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig  and 
then  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he 
held  most  of  the  offices  connected  with  that  body. 
He  lost  his  property  in  New  York  and  was  a  very 
poor  man  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  his  capital 
then  consisting  of  three  horses  and  $10  in  cash. 
At  his  death  he  was  worth  $3,500. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Field, 


was  a  brave  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
his  son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  Major  in  the 
State  militia.  George  Field  was  probably  born  of 
English  parents  who  were  farmers,  which  vocation 
he  also  followed.  He  of  whom  we  write  remained 
at  home  until  of  age,  when  soon  afterward  he  was 
married  to  Sarah  Ray,  a  native  of  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  having  been  born  April  21,  1828. 
Her  father  was  Joseph  Ray  and  his  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Eliza  Hewlett  and  to  them  were 
born  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  settling  in 
Cass  County  and  after  a  four  years'  residence  there 
moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  died  in 
1852.     The  mother  survived  until  1871. 

Three  children  have  come  to  bless  the  home  of 
our  subject:  Loren,  who  is  at  home;  Daton,  a 
farmer  in  St.  Joseph  County;  and  Carrie,  the  wife 
of  George  H.  Young,  of  Kalamazoo.  Our  subject 
was  fourteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  lived  in  St.  Joseph  and  Cass  Counties  until 
1865,  when  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  lo- 
cated in  Kalamazoo  Township,  where  he  resided  on 
one  farm  eleven  years.  At  the  time  of  his  coming 
here,  he  owned  a  farm  of  nine  hundred  acres.  Soon 
after  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
the  township  of  Cooper,  which  he  sold  about  twelve 
years  afterward,  and  bought  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  which  comprise  his  present  farm. 
Mr.  Field  has  improved  his  land  and  erected  a 
complete  set  of  buildings.  The  place  is  located 
within  one-half  mile  of  the  city  of  Kalamazoo  and 
is  devoted  to  general  farming,  which  is  conducted 
profitably. 

By  his  push,  pluck  and  perseverance,  Mr.  Field 
has  accumulated  a  splendid  competency  and  can 
now  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  early  labors.  At  one 
time  he  owned  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
fine  land  in  St.  Joseph  County,  which  he  gave  to 
his  two  sons  equally  divided,  with  a  team,  tools 
and  stock  of  all  kinds  to  commence  in  life.  He 
has  given  to  his  daughter  two  lots  embellished 
with  good  buildings.  Besides  his  farm,  he  owns 
two  houses  and  lots  in  the  city  on  Kalamazoo  Ave- 
nue which  he  has  had  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
is  also  the  possessor  of  eighty  acres  in  Van  Buren 
County,  excellently  improved  and  with  substantial 
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Lncretia  Sperry,  pioneers  of  Hudson,  Gillett 
County,  Ohio.  Her  grandfather  fought  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  died  in  the  hospital. 
She  had  three  brothers  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  one  of  them,  Alfred,  was  a  prisoner  in 
Libby  Prison  for  three  months,  and  died  from  the 
effects  of  his  confinement.  The  brother,  Frank 
Sperry,  is  living  in  Ogden,  Mich.,  and  is  a  promi- 
nent man  there. 

Our  subject  is  now  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  his  township  and  county,  having  some- 
thing to  do  with  all  movements  in  the  township 
that  tend  towards  its  betterment.  He  was  the 
first  Deputy  of  Oshtemo  Township,  and  held  the 
office  six  years.  He  is  a  sagacious  business  man 
and  is  now  engaged  in  keeping  a  general  store,  a 
meat-market,  hotel,  hostelry  and  drug-store.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  four  children:  Effie 
Elvira,  who  married  Mr.  Drummond,  a  telegraph 
operator;  Pearly  is  married  and  living  in  Otsego, 
Mich.,  where  her  husband  is  connected  with  the 
overall  factory;  Minnie  is  single  and  living  at 
home,  and  Elmer  is  also  at  home  and  assisting  his 
father  in  the  store. 

Both  Mr.  Clapp  and  his  congenial  wife  have 
had  serious  accidents  and  are  suffeing  somewhat 
from  the  effects  of  them.  Mr.  Clapp  fell  from 
the  top  of  a  house  on  which  he  was  working,  and 
Mrs.  Clapp  is  crippled  from  a  fall  from  a  tree 
while  picking  cherries.  Nevertheless,  both  are 
cheerful  and  pleasant  people,  and  honored  and 
respected  by  everyone.  Mr.  Clapp  has  been  a 
delegate  to  county  conventions  a  number  of 
times,  and  has  twice  served  as  delegate  to  State 
conventions. 

"^  AMES  NESBITT.  Nothing  is  of  deeper 
interest  to  the  student  of  human  nature 
and  human  events  than  to  trace  the  career 
^^^  of  one  who  has  fought  his  way  up  to  a 
position  of  prominence  and  financial  success  by 
dint  of  his  own  pluck,  push  and  perseverance,  and 
who  has,  notwithstanding  the  temptations  and 
struggles  of  his  earlier  years,  maintained  a  well- 
earned  reputation  for  probity  and  for  a  Just  con- 


sideration of  the  rights  of  others.  Such  a  study 
do  we  find  in  the  life  of  him  whose  name  we  have 
just  quoted. 

The  splendid  farm  of  Mr.  Nesbitt,  which  is 
situated  on  section  3,  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County^  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit  from 
any  one  who  admires  a  finely-tilled  farm.  He 
occupies  a  very  prominent  position  in  his  com- 
munity, being  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  the  county.  He  is  a  genial,  hospitable 
gentleman,  and  one  who  has  as  many  friends  as 
acquaintances.  His  good  wife  is  a  model  home- 
keeper,  and  they  are  both  regarded  as  among  the 
best  citizens  of  their  community. 

James  Nesbitt  was  the  youngest  in  the  parental 
family  of  three  children,  and  was  born  May  28, 
1847,  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Susan  (Huxtable)  Nesbitt,  for  a 
fuller  history  of  whose  life  the  reader  is  referred 
to  their  sketch,  to  be  found  on  another  page  in 
this  A^olume.  Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm,  being  trained  to  all  the  duties 
which  are  essential  to  be  performed  by  a  first-class 
agriculturist.  He  has  always  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  ranks  among 
the  well-to-do  business  men  of  the  township. 

January  14,  1875,  Mr.  Nesbitt  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lena,  daughter  of  James  and 
Judith  (Harris)  Watkins.  Her  parents  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County  in  an  early  daj^,  and  ^yere 
natives,  respectively,  of  Massachusetts  and  Ohio. 
After  coming  to  the  Wolverine  State,  they  resided 
in  Van  Buren  County,  where  they  passed  their  last 
days.  Mrs.  Nesbitt  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children,  her  birth  occurring  in  the  above-named 
county,  April  18,  1850. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
born  one  daughter,  Katie  M.  Mr.  Nesbitt  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township  in 
the  spring  of  1883,  filling  that  position  acceptably 
several  terms.  In  the  spring  of  1891,  he  was  elected 
Chairman  of  that  body  at  a  special  meeting.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Nesbitt  has  always  voted  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  has  been  very  prominent  in 
all  local  affairs.  His  landed  estate  comprises  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  eighty  of  which  bear 
fine  improvements. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
township,  the  following  resolution,  referring  to 
our  subject,  was  offered  by  Mr.  Robinson,  and  the 
same  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Chairman  for  the  impartial 
manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliber- 
ations of  this  Board,  and  we  hereby  take  this 
opportunity  to  renew  our  obligation  to  him  for 
the  uniform  courtesy  he  has  extended  to  each  and 
every  member  of  this  body  on  all  occasions. 


l^^ARIUS  W.  FIELD.  Among  the  most 
I  Jj)  thrifty  and  intelligent  agriculturists  of 
(^^^  Kalamazoo  County,  we  are  glad  to  men- 
tion the  gentleman  whose  name  initiates 
this  sketch  and  who  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  in  his  business  career.  He  is  at  present 
residing  on  a  line  farm  on  section  24,  Kalamazoo 
Township,  a  view  of  which  accompanies  this  bio- 
graphy. He  is  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
born  April  26,  1831.  His  father,  Darius  Field,  a 
native  of  Vermont,  took  as  his  wife  Saloma  Clark 
and  to  them  were  born  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  This  couple  in  an  early  day  moved  to 
New  York  and  located  in  Steuben  County  where 
the  children  were  mostly  reared.  Farming  was 
his  life  vocation  and  he  saw  many  of  the  hard- 
ships  and  trials  incident  to  such  a  life. 

In  1845  the  elder  Mr.  Field  came  to  the  State  of 
Michigan,  locating  in  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he 
resided  but  a  short  time,  after  which  he  went  to 
Cass  County  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Porter  Township,  For  about  one 
year  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1876, 
he  resided  with  a  daughter  in  St.  Joseph  County. 
The  good  wife  and  mother  died  some  years  pre- 
vious, in  1863.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig  and 
then  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he 
held  most  of  the  offices  connected  with  that  body. 
He  lost  his  property  in  New  York  and  was  a  very 
poor  man  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  his  capital 
then  consisting  of  three  horses  and  $10  in  cash. 
At  his  death  he  was  worth  $3,500. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Field, 


was  a  brave  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
his  son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  Major  in  the 
State  militia.  George  Field  was  probably  born  of 
English  parents  who  were  farmers,  which  vocation 
he  also  followed.  He  of  whom  we  write  remained 
at  home  until  of  age,  when  soon  afterward  he  was 
married  to  Sarah  Ray,  a  native  of  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  having  been  born  April  21,  1828. 
Her  father  was  Joseph  Ray  and  his  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Eliza  Hewlett  and  to  them  were 
born  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  settling  in 
Cass  County  and  after  a  four  years'  residence  there 
moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  died  in 
1852.     The  mother  survived  until  1871. 

Three  children  have  come  to  bless  the  home  of 
our  subject:  Loren,  who  is  at  home;  Daton,  a 
farmer  in  St.  Joseph  County;  and  Carrie,  the  wife 
of  George  H.  Young,  of  Kalamazoo.  Our  subject 
was  fourteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  lived  in  St.  Joseph  and  Cass  Counties  until 
1865,  when  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  lo- 
cated in  Kalamazoo  Township,  where  he  resided  on 
one  farm  eleven  years.  At  the  time  of  his  coming 
here,  he  owned  a  farm  of  nine  hundred  acres.  Soon 
after  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
the  township  of  Cooper,  which  he  sold  about  twelve 
years  afterward,  and  bought  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  which  comprise  his  present  farm. 
Mr.  Field  has  improved  his  land  and  erected  a 
complete  set  of  buildings.  The  place  is  located 
within  one-half  mile  of  the  city  of  Kalamazoo  and 
is  devoted  to  general  farming,  which  is  conducted 
profitably. 

By  his  push,  pluck  and  perseverance,  Mr.  Field 
has  accumulated  a  splendid  competency  and  can 
now  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  early  labors.  At  one 
time  he  owned  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
fine  land  in  St.  Joseph  County,  which  he  gave  to 
his  two  sons  equally  divided,  with  a  team,  tools 
and  stock  of  all  kinds  to  commence  in  life.  He 
has  given  to  his  daughter  two  lots  embellished 
with  good  buildings.  Besides  his  farm,  he  owns 
two  houses  and  lots  in  the  city  on  Kalamazoo  Ave- 
nue which  he  has  had  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
is  also  the  possessor  of  eighty  acres  in  Van  Buren 
County,  excellently  improved  and  with  substantial 
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buildings  erected  thereon.  His  life  furnishes  a 
splendid  illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  an  energetic,  determined  and  economical  man. 
In  his  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  is  not 
an  aspirant  to  office  of  any  kind,  preferring  the 
quietude  of  his  home  to  the  turmoil  of  public 
life. 

STEPHEN  ELDRED  is  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  Kalamazoo  Countj^,  of  which 
he  and  his  father  and  brothers  were  among 
the  leading  pioneers  in  the  early  days  of 
its  settlement.  His  finely  appointed  farm  in  Cli- 
max Township,  half  a  mile  east  of  the  village  of 
Climax,  was  bought  by  him  from  the  Government 
more  than  half  a  century  ago,  and  here  he  has 
lived  and  labored  these  many  years,  and  is  now 
serenely  passing  his  old  age  in  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  homes  of  this  locality,  with  his  good  wife,  both 
enjoying  the  love  and  confidence  of  all  who  come 
under  their  benign  influence. 

Mr.  Eldred  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lawrence, 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  March  28,  1810.  He  is  a 
son  of  Caleb  Eldred,  an  account  of  whom  will  be 
found  in  the  sketch  of  our  subject's  brother, 
Thomas  B.  Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  a 
farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  local  district  school, 
when  the  rate-bill  system  was  in  operation  and  the 
teacher  boarded  with  the  parents  of  the  pupils. 
He  himself  taught  school  one  winter.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen,  he  studied  surveying,  and  when  he  was 
twenty  years  old  he  floated  down  the  Susquehanna 
River  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles,  with  a  view 
of  getting  a  job  of  surveying  for  a  canal,  for 
which  Pennsylvania  had  made  an  appropriation. 
He  failed  to  obtain  the  desired  job,  and  had  to 
walk  back  to  his  home  the  entire  two  hundred 
miles.  That  ended  his  surveying.  May  9,  1831, 
he  and  his  brother  Thomas  and  sisters,  Louisa  and 
Phebc,  started  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
whither  their  father  had  preceded  them  the  year 
before.  They  went  to  Utica  in  a  wagon  and  loaded 
their  goods  on  a  boat  which  took  them  on  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  where  they  were  met  by 
their  father.     From    there   they  proceeded  to  De- 


troit by  boat,  and  then  were  six  days  getting  by 
wagon  and  team  to  Comstock,  where  the  father 
had  entered  land.  He  built  the  first  sawmill  in 
the  county,  and  the  next  year  erected  the  first 
flouring  mill  in  the  county,  which  our  subject 
helped  him  to  operate. 

In  1832,  our  subject  raised  sixty  acres  of  corn 
on  this  prairie,  and  put  in  eighty  acres  of  wheat. 
He  and  his  sisters  came  over  here  to  be  near  the 
harvest  field  and  lived  in  a  cabin  near  where  the 
Baptist  church  now  stands.  In  this  then  wild  and 
sparsely  settled  region,  Indians  wore  numerous, 
and  Mr.  Eldred  has  slept  by  the  fireside  with  them 
more  than  once.  He  knew  their  habits  and 
customs  well  and  could  talk  their  language  some. 
At  one  time  he  had  some  trouble  with  them  on  ac- 
count of  killing  some  of  their  dogs,  which  had 
destroj^ed  some  of  his  property.  They  demanded 
payment  for  them,  and  threatened  to  kill  his  stock 
if  he  refused.  He  scared  tliem  off  by  threatening 
to  report  them  to  the  Government.  Each  year 
the  wolves  used  to  kill  $20  or  130  worth  of  his 
stock,  and  in  turn,  he  killed  many  wolves.  Deer 
and  wild  cats  were  very  plentiful,  and  though  our 
subject  did  not  care  much  to  hunt,  he  once  shot  a 
deer  in  his  wheat  field.  He  used  to  drive  to  Detroit 
once  or  twice  a  year  for  provisions,  and  it  would 
take  him  two  weeks  to  make  the  journey,  such  was 
the  condition  of  the  roads. 

Mr.  Eldred  has  been  very  successful  in  farming. 
His  land,  which  was  entered  in  his  name  from  the 
Government,  is  highly  productive,  and  all  but 
eighty,  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  are  im- 
proved. The  handsome,  large  brick  residence  that 
he  occupies  was  built  in  1867,  at  a  cost  of  $6,000, 
and  he  has  a  number  of  large  frame  barns  and 
other  out-buildings,  and  every  appliance  of  a 
model  farm.  Thus  he  not  only  witnessed  almost 
the  whole  growth  of  Kalamazoo  County,  but  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  its  development.  He 
can  remember  when  there  was  scarcely  a  farm 
throughout  this  region,  and  when  there  were  only 
three  log  cabins  on  the  present  site  of  the  hand- 
some and  thriving  city  of  Kalamazoo.  He  has 
been  very  liberal  in  the  support  of  religious  and 
educational  interests,  and  has  warmly  encouraged 
all  enterprises  calculated  to  build  up  the  county. 
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He  gave  $1,500  to  the  Baptist  College  in  Kalama- 
zoo. He  also  gave  $1,000  to  the  railway  when  it 
came  through  here,  and  lost  $2,000  in  helping  to 
construct  it.  He  and  his  wife  are  Baptists  in  be- 
lief, but  are  not  church  members.  Tliey  are  gener- 
ous, warm-hearted  and  exceedingly  charitable, 
and  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  an  unosten- 
tatious manner. 

October  24,  1836,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  to  Miss  Emily  Spencer,  and  though 
more  tlian  fifty-five  years  have  passed  since  that 
important  event  in  their  lives,  they  are  still  living 
happily  together,  he  in  his  eighty -third  year  and 
she  in  her  seventy-sixth.  Mrs.  Eldred  was  born 
in  Weston,  N.  Y.,  February  28,  1817.  She  is  the 
mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Gustavus  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Octavius  W., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Colfax, 
Ind.;  Alfonso  B.,  who  lived  to  rear  a  family,  and 
had  become  quite  prominent  in  the  village,  when 
his  untimely  death,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four,  oc- 
curred in  1878;  Harriet  C,  now  Mrs.  Sager,  who 
lives  on  a  farm  in  this  township;  and   Charles  L. 


^    I  '     ;  '  <   I 
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(i^ULBERT  SHERWOOD.  This  highly  es- 
ifjl'  ^^^^^^  pioneer  of  Kalamazoo  County  re- 
/iv^^  sides  upon  his  farm  which  comprises  two 
(^)  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  sections  28 
and  29,  Cooper  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
York  and  was  born  in  Brighton  Township,  Monroe 
County,  February  11,  1822.  His  father,  Labearce, 
was  the  son  of  Hull  Sherwood  and  was  born  in 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  He  emigrated  from  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1833  and 
settled  in  Allegan  County,  where  he  died  two 
years  afterward. 

Grandfather  Hull  Sherwood  was  a  farmer  and 
miller  in  New  York  and  also  in  this  State,  whither 
he  removed  in  1831,  settling  on  Pine  Creek  in 
Otsego  Township,  Allegan  County,  and  building 
the  first  gristmill  ever  seen  in  that  county.  Later 
he  built  a  sawmill  and  engaged  as  a  miller  until 
his  death  in  1836.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival,  the 
Government  was  engaged  in  surveying  the  land  in 
Southern    Michigan,  which   had  very  few   white 


settlers  and  was  entirely  unimproved.  The  land 
which  he  cleared  was  Government  land  and  was 
in  the  primeval  condition  of  nature  at  the  time  of 
its  purchase. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sophia  Noble,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  long  survived  her  husband  and 
passed  away  in  Allegan  County,  about  1857.  Five 
of  her  eight  children  are  now  living.  Hulbert,  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  New  York, 
until  he  was  about  eleven  years  old,  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan  in  the  spring 
of  1833  and  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  a  farm. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  old-fashioned 
log  schoolhouse  with  its  rude  furnishings,  and  after 
his  removal  to  Michigan  he  had  few  opportunities 
for  study. 

The  trip  from  New  York  was  made  by  canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  lake  to  Detroit,  where  ox-teams 
were  purchased  and  the  journey  completed  over- 
land. Deer  and  Indians  were  plentiful  and  the 
howl  of  the  wolf  was  frequently  heard.  After  his 
father's  death,  our  subject  aided  his  two  elder 
brothers  in  clearing  and  improving  the  land  which 
had  been  entered,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- two 
commenced  farming  for  himself  three  and  one- 
half  miles  west  of  the  village  of  Otsego.  Some 
time  before,  he  had  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wild  land  upon  which  he  built  a 
log  house  and  there  he  remained  until  1849. 

During  that  year,  Mr.  Sherwood  sold  his  farm 
and  removed  to  his  present  estate  in  Cooper  Town- 
ship, which  he  purchased  in  1852.  When  he 
settled  here,  only  ten  acres  had  been  cleared  of  its 
forest  growth  and  during  the  more  than  forty 
years  of  his  residence  here,  he  has  not  only  cleared 
the  remaining  acres,  but  placed  them  under  fine 
improvement,  and  has  also  replaced  the  old  log 
cabin  with  an  attractive  frame  dwelling.  In  1844, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Philanda  Drew,  a  native 
of  Canada,  who  died  in  1847.  He  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance  in  1849,  choosing  as 
his  wife  Miss  Annie  Crawford,  of  Canada. 

Mrs.  Sherwood  was  born  July  25,  1822,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Cynthia  (Brown)  Craw- 
ford, natives,  respectively,  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  York.  Mr.  Crawford,  who  followed  the  calling 
of  a  farmer,  removed  at  an  early  day  to  Canada  and 
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located  just  across  the  line  from  Vermont.  After- 
ward he  settled  in  Lawrence,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there 
came  to  Michigan  in  1849.  He  died  when  fifty 
years  old  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  in  Cooper  Township.  Only  two  of  their 
nine  children  now  survive. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Viola  married  Charles  Newton,  a  farmer 
of  Trowbridge  Township,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Archer  and  Robert.  Calls te  is  the  wife  of 
John  Travis,  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  they  have  one 
child,  D.  Hull.  Curtis  married  Nettie  McGregory, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Lloyd;  they  live  on  the 
old  homestead.  Politically,  Mr.  Sherwood  is  a 
Democrat,  although  by  no  means  an  active  par- 
tisan. He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  identified 
with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Cooper,  and 
are  prominently  connected  with  the  best  social 
circles  of  the  community.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  has  been  a  Mason  and  is  now  a  member  of 
Cooper  Lodge,  No.  149. 


^  OHN  H.  HOBDEN,  who  is  a  well-known 
and  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  September  4, 
1833.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  sent  from 
England  to  America  by  his  father,  who  furnished 
him  with  funds  to  engage  in  the  fur  trade.  This 
was  in  1807  and  he  was  extensively  engaged  both 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States.  His  health  be- 
came affected  from  the  great  exposures  and  he  suf- 
fered much.  He  finally  settled  at  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
where  he  married  and  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile trade.  His  health  after  a  time  failed  and  he 
spent  a  year  on  the  ocean  in  the  hope  of  regaining 
it.  He  died  in  1843,  a  few  months  after  his  voy- 
age, at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  During  the 
War  of  1812,  the  father  of  our  subject  spent  a  few 
months  during  the  winter  of  1813  with  the  troops 
at  Batavia,  N.  Y.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
Ann  Bohannah,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  of 
Scotch  descent.  She  was  a  relative  of  Daniel 
Webster  and  was  reared  among  the  pioneers  of 
Western  New  York.    Before  her  marriage,  she  car- 


ried the  United  States  mail  once  a  month  from  Can- 
andaigua  to  Ft.  Niagara,  fording  the  Genesee 
River  at  Rochester.  She  was  among  the  Indians 
a  great  deal  and  could  speak  their  language  flu- 
ently. She  and  her  husband  both  died  in  the  Epis- 
copal faith. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  of  five  children.  The 
first  school  he  attended  was  on  the  site  known  as 
Brown's  Square  at  Rochester,  where  the  Niagara 
Falls  Freight  Depot  now  stands.  When  eleven 
years  old,  he  went  to  live  with  Sylvester  Tracy,  a 
good  Presbyterian  deacon,  with  whom  he  remained 
about  two  years,  going  to  school  and  doing  chores 
for  his  board.  After  working  on  the  farm  some 
time,  he  became  traveling  salesman  for  J.  W.  Col- 
man,  a  mercliant  of  Rochester,  working  for  him  fif- 
teen months.  He  again  tried  work  on  the  farm 
for  two  years. 

In  the  year  1852,  our  subject  came  to  Michigan, 
and  stopped  at  Battle  Creek,  where  he  was  with  J. 
N.  Merritt  in  business.  The  following  spring,  Mr. 
Hobden  returned  East  and  bought  a  nursery  stock 
and  shipped  it  to  Oshtemo,  this  count}^,  where  he 
started  a  nursery.  He  attended  to  his  business 
during  the  summers  and  taught  school  during  the 
winters. 

Miss  Laura  J.  Love  became  the  companion  of 
Mr.  Hobden  in  1857,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Kal- 
amazoo County.  Her  parents  came  from  New 
York  in  1831.  Our  subject  then  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  on  section  26, 
Oshtemo  Township,  erected  a  small  house  and 
turned  his  entire  attention  to  farming.  He  is 
now  the  possessor  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
in  one  body,  all  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Ten  children  have  come  to  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hobden:  Adella  (deceased),  Stephen  L., 
Ulysses  H.,  Sarah  J.,  Lillie  M.,  John  B.,  Hattie  (de- 
ceased), Alvernon,  Perry  and  Geneva.  His  two 
oldest  sons  received  good  commercial  educations, 
and  one  is  now  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Idaho. 
Two  daughters  became  excellent  teachers. 

During  the  summer  of  1891,  Mr.  Hobden  began 
business  in  Oshtemo  Village  and  has  a  general 
store.  He  has  excellent  stock  on  his  farm  and 
does  a  fruit,  grain  and  produce  business.  Merino 
sheep  are  his    favorite    breed,   and  also   Durham 
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cattle.  His  principal  crop  is  wheat.  He  has  ex- 
cellent buildings  upon  his  place  and  all  that  he 
now  has  he  has  made  himself  by  his  perseverance 
and  industry.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
takes  pride  in  local  school  matters,  although  he 
has  never  been  an  aspirant  to  office.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  also  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  He  and  his  family  are  well 
liked  and  respected. 


<^ 


■=«^> 


!^HOMAS  RUSSELL.  This  honored  and 
respected  old  gentleman,  who  is  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year,  is  residing  on  an  excel- 
lent farm  on  section  35,  Cooper  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County.  He  is  yet  very  hale  and  hearty 
and  is  an  interesting  conversationalist,  being  able  to 
relate  many  incidents  connected  with  the  War  of 
1812  and  of  pioneer  life  in  this  State. 

The  honorable  lineage  of  our  subject  is  a  matter 
of  just  pride  in  the  family.  His  father,  Roderick 
Russell,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  followed  the 
seas  for  man^^  years.  He,  however,  settled  down 
to  life  on  tmTa  Jirma  in  1814,  locating  in  Chau- 
tauqua County  about  1814,  where  he  was  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  that  county.  The  maiden 
name  of  our  subject's  mother  was  Laura  Goodrich, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  She  passed  away  some 
years  before  her  honored  husband  and  was  a  true 
and  conscientious  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Thomas  Russell  was  the  thiid  child  in  order  of 
birth  of  his  parents'  family  of  twelve,  only  four 
of  whom  are  living.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  district  school. 
At  the  time  his  parents  removed  to  Chautauqua 
County,  the  War  of  1812  was  in  progress  and  he 
remembers  when  meeting  the  army  that  his  parents 
got  out  of  their  wagon  and  went  to  see  Gen.  Scott, 
who  had  just  been  wounded. 

Our  subject  began  life  on  his  own  account  when 
eighteen  years  of  age,  by  working  in  the  lumber 
woods  of  his  native  county.  He  continued  thus 
employed  until  reaching  his  twenty- Qfth  year  and 
then  began  farming  in  Chautauqua  County.  After 
a  few  3'ears,  he  disposed  of  his  farm  and  kept  an 


hotel  at  Ripley,  in  the  above-named  county,  oper- 
ating as  "mine  host"  for  live  years.  He  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  this  State  in  1857,  and  located 
in  Cooper  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he 
had  purchased  a  farm.  There  he  erected  a  rude 
plank  house,  in  which  the  family  made  their  home 
until  the  land  had  been  cleared  and  began  to  yield 
an  increase.  Wild  animals  were  very  numerous 
and  Mr.  Russell  remembers  seeing  deer  feeding  in 
his  orchard  not  twenty  rods  from  his  house.  The 
change  which  he  has  witnessed  in  the  development 
and  progress  of  the  county  has  been  great  indeed, 
and  he  has  done  his  full  share  of  hard  work  in 
paving  the  way  for  those  who  should  come  after. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Weatlierficld,  Conn,, 
July  24,  1807,  and  was  married  to  Eliza  Durby,  of 
Pittsford,  Yt.,  in  September,  1834.  Mrs.  Russell 
died  on  her  birthday,  July  3,  1890,  in  her  seventy- 
eightli  year.  She  was  a  very  lovely  and  lovable  old 
lady  at  the  time  of  her  decease,  and  had  been  mar  - 
ried  to  our  subject  for  over  half  a  century.  Their 
eight  children  were  Ellen,  Adelaide  F.,  Roderick 
D.,  Charles  H.,  Hardin  D.,  Frank  W.,  George  W. 
and  Eugene  eJ.  Ellen  married  Hiram  Rose,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Ada,  Kent  County,  this  State, 
where  Mr.  Rose  is  a  large  farmer;  they  have  two 
children:  Maudanie  E.  and  Annie  L.  Adelaide F. 
is  Mrs.  George  Bradenburg,  and  resides  in  Omaha, 
Neb.;  her  husband  is  a  large  landowner  and  they 
have  one  child,  George.  Roderick  D.  died  June  6, 
1885;  he  had  been  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Kech,  of 
Waterloo,  N.  Y.  Charles  II.  married  Miss  Mary  J. 
Bigelow,  and  makes  his  home  in  Kalamazoo  County. 
Hardin  D.  married  Brigetta  McLaughlin,  a  native 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he  lives  on  the  old 
homestead.  The  three  remaining  sons  are  single. 
Roderick  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  War,  en- 
listing as  Assistant  Quartermaster.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  After  the 
war,  he  became  interested  in  the  Gordon  Binder 
and  assisted  in  securing  patents  and  aided  in  per- 
fecting the  first  machine  manufactured.  The  ma- 
chine was  afterward  purchased  by  the  Osborn  Com- 
pany of  New  York  and  Mr.  Russell  traveled  for 
that  company,  visiting  South  America  and  Europe. 
He  was  finally  given  charge  of  the  Western  depart- 
ment with  headquarters  at  Minneapolis,   where  his 
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death  occurred  three  years  later.  The  children  of 
our  subject  were  all  given  excellent  educations  and 
the  eldest  daughter,  previous  to  her  marriage, 
tauglit  school  for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Russell  of  this  sketch  cast  his  first  vote  for 
President  Jackson  in  1828  and  has  always  been  a 
standi  Democrat.  He  was  personally  acquainted 
with  Horace  Greeley,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Cliautauqua  County,  near  tiie  home  of  our  subject. 
The  splendid  estate  of  Mr.  Russell  includes  one 
hundred  and  ninetj^-four  acres  and  is  under  fine 
cultivation,  as  he  believes  that  the  best  methods 
and  latest  improvements  bring  about  the  largest 
returns.  His  estate  has  been  managed  for  tlie  past 
fifteen  years  by  his  son,  Hardin  D. 


J^:TER  F.  ALEXANDER.  Many  beautiful 
homesteads  are  to  be  found  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  among  them  that  of  Mr.  Alex 
ander  on  section  8,  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship, deserves  especial  mention.  The  farm,  which 
comprises  eighty  acres,  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  through  his  tireless  efforts  and 
is  embellished  witli  commodious  buildings  well 
adapted  to  their  varied  uses.  The  family  residence 
is  attractive  and  neat,  the  barns  substantial,  and 
the  other  outbuildings  conveniently  located. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  and  Mar- 
garet (Shaver)  Alexander,  were  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey,  respectively,  and  made 
their  home  in  Lyons,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  until 
his  death.  The  widowed  mother  afterward  came 
to  Kalamazoo  about  1835  and  resided  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township  until  her  death.  The  sixth  of 
their  family  of  nine  chikiren  is  Peter  F.,  who  was 
born  in  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  July  6,  181G.  He  is  deserv- 
edly recognized  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  for,  after  growing  to  manhood  in 
his  native  place,  he  came  hither  as  early  as  1832. 

At  that  early  day  few  improvements  had  been 
made  in  Kalamazoo  County,  which  was  inhabited 
principally  by  Indians  and  wild  animals,  white 
settlers  being  very  few  and  at  remote  distances 
from  one  another.     Undaunted  by  the  hardships 


of  pioneer  life,  Mr.  Alexander  commenced  to  clear 
his  farm,  which  he  continued  until  the  entire 
estate  was  placed  under  cultivation  and  a  neat  set 
of  buildings  had  been  erected. 

After  working  a  few  years  alone,  Mr.  Alexander 
brought  to  his  home  a  bride,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Leonidas,St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  October 
6,  1840.  Her  maiden  name  was  Sabra  Auton,  and 
her  parents,  James  and  Harriet  (Harvey)  Auton, 
resided  in  St.  Joseph  County  until  their  demise. 
Mrs.  Alexander  was  born  near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Febru- 
ary 25,  1820,  but  grew  to  womanhood  in  this  State. 
She  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  of  whom 
one  only  survives.  Harriet,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Asa  Newman,  died  when  nineteen  years  old.  Cas- 
sius  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Thirteenth  Michigan 
Infantry,  but  was  discharged  for  disability.  After- 
ward he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  First  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  during  the  engagement  at  Trevilian 
Station,  Ya.,  August  11,  1864,  was  missed  while  in 
action  and  never  afterward  heard  from.  Undoubt- 
edly he  fell  while  defending  his  country's  flag. 
Luce  died  when  four  years  old;  Lydia  M.  and 
Antoinette  died  in  infancy. 

The  only  surviving  child  of  this  family  is  Luce 
T.,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
March  17,  1856.  He  was  reared  to  a  vigorous 
manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  has  al- 
ways resided,  with  the  exception  of  four  years 
during  which  he  was  engaged  in  business  at  School- 
craft. He  was  there  married,  November  7,  1877, 
to  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Daniel  J.  and  Sarah 
J.  (Fisher)  Morrison,  natives  respectively  of  New 
York  and  Schoolcraft,  this  State.  Mrs.  Alexander, 
who  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  August  6, 
1858,  is  the  mother  of  one  son.  Rush  C,  who  was 
born  August  26,  1883. 

After  a  happy  wedded  life  of  almost  fifty  years, 
Mrs.  Sabra  Alexander  passed  from  earth  February 
20,  1890,  mourned  not  only  by  her  immediate 
family  circle  but  by  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  public 
matters  as  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years, 
as  well  as  in  other  positions  of  trust.  His  prin- 
cipal occupation  has  been  that  of  a  farmer,  although 
when  a  young  man  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  car- 
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penter  to  some  extent,  and  for  four  years  was  en- 
gaged as  mail  carrier  between  La  Grange,  Cass 
County,  and  Battle  Creek,  Calhoun  County.  His 
portrait  accompanies  this  sketch.  He  has  become 
well-to-do  and  in  his  declining  years  is  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 


-^^4^^-= 


^^EOUGrE  SHE  AN.  This  gentleman,  who,  for 
(II  (—-.  two  years,  was  the  popular  and  efficient 
^^^^  Supervisor  of  Richland  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County,  is  at  present  residing  on  his  splendid 
estate,  located  on  section  22.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  Pine  Tree  State,  his  natal  day  having  been 
January  23,  1842.  He  was  the  son  of  William 
and  Julia  (Lovitt)  Shean,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ireland  and  w^ho  emigrated  to  America. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  brought  to  Barry 
County,  this  State,  by  his  parents  in  1846,  who 
came  hither  by  way  of  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit,  and 
then  overland  to  the  above-named  county.  They 
were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers  in  that  local- 
ity, and  braved  many  dangers  and  hardships  to 
prepare  the  way  for  those  who  should  follow.  Of 
the  parental  family  of  nine  children,  seven  still 
survive,  and  are  respectively,  Mary,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Elijah  Daley,  of  Calhoun  County,  this 
State;  Catherine,  Mrs.  William  Taggart,  also  liv- 
ing in  Calhoun  County;  Daniel,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Texas;  George,  our  subject;  Melissa,  who 
married  Alexander  Rhodes,  is  residing  in  Calhoun 
County,  and  John  and  Frank,  who  make  their 
home  in  Nebraska. 

The  elder  Mr.  Shean  located  in  the  woods  on 
his  arrival  in  Barry  County,  his  first  purchase  con- 
sisting of  fifty  acres.  Before  his  death,  however, 
his  estate  included  four  hundred  acres  of  prime 
land,  he  having  been  very  successful  in  his  under- 
takings, and  a  good  financier. 

George  Shean  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm  in  Barry  County,  and  assisted  his  father 
greatly  in  clearing  and  improving  the  estate.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district  school  of 
that  period,  which  has  later  been  supplemented  by 
systematic  and  judicious  reading.  Miss  Ellen 
Cook  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  their  mar- 


riage being  celebrated  March  19,1866.  Mrs.  Shean 
was  born  in  Oneida,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Noris  Cook,  now  deceased.  Her  parents  came 
hither  when  Miss  Ellen  was  eleven  years  of  age. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  granted 
a  family  of  five  children:  Leslie  F.,  Charles,  Mabel, 
Bertha  and  Kate.  In  1884,  Mr.  Shean  settled  on 
his  present  farm,  which  numbers  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  It  is  highly  cultivated,  and  by  a 
proper  rotation  of  crops  is  made  to  produce  a 
handsome  increase.  In  1886,  the  original  of  this 
sketch  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Richland  Town- 
ship, and  served  two  terms  in  succession.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and,  socially,  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  progressive  and 
public-spirited  and  actively  interested  in  local 
affairs.  He  is  classed  among  the  successful  and 
prosperous  residents  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and 
in  business  circles  his  word  is  considered  as  good 
as  his  bond. 


j^^^^fi 


^♦♦♦♦^ 


^^♦♦♦♦f: 
^♦♦♦♦F 


LBERT  CARPENTER  is  at  present  resid- 
ing on  a  good  farm  situated  on  section  9, 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  Kalamazoo  Coun- 
ty, where  he  gives  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  cultivating  the  soil.  He  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Ira  Carpenter,  who  was  greatly  respected 
in  this  community.  The  parents  were  married 
in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  after  which  they  re- 
moved to  Illinois,  where  they  made  their  home  for 
a  twelvemonth.  In  June,  1833,  they  came  to 
what  is  now  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  they 
resided  for  twenty-two  or  t wen tj^^- three  years  and 
then  emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  settling  in  Juneau 
County,  where  they  passed  their  last  days.  They 
had  become  the  heads  of  a  family  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest. 
Albert  Carpenter  was  born  in  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio,  January  4,  1830.  He  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  this  townshij),  where  he 
attended  the  common  schools  and  acquired  a  good 
education.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's 
farm  and  has  always  given   his  attention  to  agri- 
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cultural  pursuits.  October  17, 1852,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hunger,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Russell  and  Eliza  F.  (Spearrs)  Hunger.  The 
parents  of  Hrs.  Carpenter  were  married  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  where  they  lived  in  Huron  County. 
In  1835,  they  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and,  lo- 
cating in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  made  this  place 
their  home  until  their  death.  Mrs.  Carpenter  was 
the  eldest  of  the  parental  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, her  natal  day  being  January  16,  1831.  By 
her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  two  children:  Crowel  E.,  who  married 
Hiss  Elizabeth  Young,  and  Irving  A.,  who  married 
Hiss  Harriet  E.  Thompson. 

Hr.  Carpenter  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  excellent  land  which  he  devotes  to  gen- 
eral agriculture  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  undertaking.  He  has  been  a  prominent  man 
in  local  affairs  and  served  his  township  as  Treasurer 
for  a  number  of  years.  Since  1889,  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  is  actively 
interested  in  all  measures  which  have  for  their 
object  the  upbuilding  of  the  community.  He  is 
an  ardent  member  of  the  grand  old  Republican 
party  and,  socially,  is  a  Hason,  being  identified 
with  Schoolcraft  Chapter  and  the  Three  Rivers 
Commandery. 


/' 
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iLi^  ENRY  J.  DANIELS.  On  the  banks  of  Sun- 
set Lake,  in  the  village  of  Vicksburg,  stands 
a  beautiful  and  commodious  frame  resi- 
dence, which  is  occupied  by  Hr.  Daniels 
and  was  erected  under  his  supervision  in  1887. 
The  passing  stranger  is  quite  sure  to  glance  with 
admiration  at  the  attractive  home  with  its  prevail- 
ing air  of  comfort  and  picturesque  surroundings. 
Hr.  Daniels  is  here  living  in  quiet  retirement  from 
a(  tive  duties,  althougli  as  a  money  loaner  and 
property  holder  he  still  finds  considerable  to  occu- 
py his  attention. 

Prior  to  removing  to  Vicksburg,  Hr.  Daniels  re- 
sided for  fifteen  years  on  a  farm  comprising  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Wakeshma  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County.     When   he  first  located  there. 


one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  were  wholly  un- 
improved, thirty  acres  had  been  partially  cleared, 
while  an  old  frame  structure  was  the  family  resi- 
dence. Afterward  he  erected  a  fine  frame  house; 
a  grain  and  cattle  barn,  36x57,  with  a  shed  at  right 
angles,  44  feet  long,  a  stable  36x40,  and  in  addition 
cleared  all  the  land, with  the  exception  of  ten  acres 
of  timber.  He  added  to  the  estate  by  the  purchase 
of  an  adjoining  eighty  acres,  making  a  homestead 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

In  Cummington,  Hampshire  County,  Hass.,which 
has  long  been  famous  as  the  birthplace  of  William 
CuUen  Bryant,  Hr.  Daniels  was  born  August  27, 
1824.  His  father,  Barney,  also  a  native  of  that 
place,  was  born  July  27,  1798  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  in  his  boyhood  days  was  a  schoolmate  of  the 
famous  poet.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  which 
he  followed  for  a  few  years.  In  the  fall  of  1832, 
he  traded  his  property  for  wild  land  in  Hedina 
County,  Ohio,  whither,  in  October  of  the  same 
year,  he  removed  overland  to  Albany,  from  there 
on  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  by  lake  to  Fairport  and 
by  team  to  Chatham  Township,  where  were  only 
four  settlers. 

At  that  early  day  deer  and  wolves  were  numer- 
ous and  bears  were  occasionally  seen.  Hr.  Daniels 
settled  in  the  woods  and  built  a  log  cabin,  people 
coming  from  miles  away  to  assist  him  in  raising 
it.  He  cleared  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  acres,  where  he  is  now  living  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four  years  in  remarkably  good  health.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  Democrat  and  such  is  his  popularity 
that,  although  the  county  is  largely  Republican, 
he  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  and  also  served 
as  the  first  Supervisor  and  Treasurer  of  his  town- 
ship. Such  has  ever  been  his  generosity  that  he 
has  been  known  in  early  days  to  divide  his  only 
peck  of  meal  with  a  poor  neighbor.  He  aided  in 
organizing  the  first  Congregational  Church  in  his 
community  and  was  one  of  its  Trustees. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Hahetable  Lincoln, 
was  born  in  Hassachusetts,  February  18,  1794,  and 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  viz:  John  H.,  Henry 
J.,  Lincoln  B.,  Hary  (deceased),  Susan  (Hrs.  Whit- 
man) and  Emerson.  She  passed  away  in  February, 
1873.     The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  lad  of  about 


970 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


nine  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  and  retains  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  event- 
ful journey.  He  had  no  school  advantages  for 
two  years  after  settling  in  the  new  location,  and 
then  attended  an  old-fashioned  school  held  in  a 
primitive  "temple  of  learning.''  At  the  age  of 
nineteen,  he  commenced  to  teach,  and  followed  that 
profession  for  three  winter  seasons. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  Daniels  com- 
menced to  work  for  $11  per  month,  and  afterward 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  aad  joiner,  which 
he  followed  the  most  of  the  time  until  he  was 
thirty-five  years  old.  In  his  early  manhood  he 
invested  his  earnings  in  fifty-six  acres  of  land,  to 
which  he  added  until  he  was  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  and  one-half  acres.  Having 
relatives  in  Kalamazoo  County,  he  came  hither  on 
a  visit  and  was  so  delighted  with  the  climate  and 
prospects  that  he  removed  here  in  May,  1864, 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Wakeshma  Township,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
fifteen  years.  He  has  bought  and  sold  a  number 
of  farms  and  handled  considerable  real  estate.  At 
present  he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Schoolcraft  Township,  situated  eighty  rods  south 
of  Vicksburg. 

July  3,  1849,  Mr.  Daniels  was  married  to  Eunice 
M.  Hall,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Decem- 
ber 10,  1827.  Her  father,  George  R.,  was  born  in 
Columbia,  Windham  County,  Conn.,  April  16, 
1798,  and  her  mother,  Celinda  L.  (Hubbard)  Hall, 
was  born  at  Burlington  Flats  (now  called  Cherry 
Valley),  N.  Y.,  January  6,  1802.  They  were  mar- 
ried December  24,  1820,  and  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Homeras  IL,  Jared,  Eunice  M., 
George  W.,  Henry  D.,  Franklin  B.  and  Mary  E. 
They  are  now  living  in  Chatham  Township,  Me- 
dina County,  Ohio,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of 
their  wedded  life.  Mr.  Hall  has  always  been  a 
farmer  and  has  resided  in  Medina  County  since 
1832.  He  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  retaining 
fully  his  mental  and  physical  faculties,  and  has 
never  worn  glasses. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  are  the  parents  of  fpur 
children,  namely:  Albert  E.,  William  H.,  Ida  E. 
(Mrs.  Kimball)  and  Frank  D.  Mr.  Daniels  is  a 
Democrat,  has  been  Supervisor  of  Wakeshma  Town- 


ship three  terms.  Justice  of  the  Peace  about  five 
terms.  Councilman,  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
and  President  of  the  village,  and  holds  the  latter 
position  at  the  present  time.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order  and  with  his  family  oc- 
cupies a  prominent  position  in  the  community. 


^^^>-:^^<^ 


Ljj^UGH  KIRKLAND,  who  is  one  of  the  few 
*^^^|  surviving  pioneers  of  Western  Michigan, 
has  assisted  in  the  development  of  Kalama- 
zoo County,  where  he  has  been  a  resident 
for  over  half  a  century.  By  his  industry,  he  has 
reached  a  position  of  well-merited  ease,  comforted 
by  the  presence  of  a  congenial  wife  and  numerous 
friends  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  handsome 
competency. 

Hugh    Kirkland   was   born    at   Sorn,  A3'^rshire, 
Scotland,  August  9,  1814.    His  parents,  James  and 
Anna  (McCracken)  Kirkland,  were  also  natives  of 
Scotland,  where  the  father  was  a  farmer  and  a  lime- 
burner.     In  the  fall  of  1834,  the  elder  Mr.  Kirk- 
land emigrated  to  the  New  World  with  his  little 
family,  and,  coming  direct  to  Michigan,  secured  a 
tract  of  land  in  GulF Prairie,  this  county,  where  he 
made  his  home   only  a  short    time,  as  he  died  the 
year  after  locating  here;  his  wife  survived  him  a 
a  few  years.     Our   subject,    in    company    with   a 
younger  brother,  Thomas,  improved  and  cultivated 
the  farm  and  was  the  main  support  of  the  family. 
They  bravely  put  tlieir  shoulder  to  the  wheel    to 
build  up  a  name   and  a  fortune   for   themselves. 
They  added  from  time  to  time  to  the  original  pur- 
chase  until   they  had    acquired  an  extensive  and 
valuable  tract  of  land.     Our  subject,  in  connection 
with  his  brother,  is  the  owner  of  the  old  home- 
stead, which  consists  of  five  hundred  acres,  besides 
another    farm   m    Martin   Township,   Kalamazoo 
County.     The  brothers  continued  together  for  a 
number  of  years,  when  Thomas  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Petoskey,  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 
About  sixteen  years  ago,  Hugh  Kirkland  became 
a  resident  of  Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  a  pleasant 
home  on  West  Main  Street.     Of  the  early  settlers 
of  Gull  Prairie,  only  two,  besides  our  subject,  sur- 
vive— Deacon    Mason,  of  Richland,   and   Samuel 
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Brown,  of  this  city.  When  starting  out  for  him- 
self, Mr.  Kirkland  determined  to  make  a  success  of 
life,  and  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
he  remained  at  his  post  of  duty,  while  others  would 
become  discouraged  and  move  on  to  more  inviting 
fields. 

He  was  married,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
to  Janet  Flockhart,  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  and 
who  became  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  County  two 
years  after  our  subject  located  here.  Mrs.  Kiik- 
land  died  in  1871,  leaving  a  family  of  two  sons, 
James  and  Henry.  James  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell 
University,  and  later  took  a  course  in  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary  at  New  York.  He  was  or- 
dained a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  now  holds  a  charge  at  Edwardsburg, 
Cass  County,  this  State.  Henry  is  a  farmer  near 
Petoskey.  In  politics,  our  subject  has  always  been 
a  Republican,  and  during  the  war  was  a  stanch 
Union  man. 

November  19,  1875,  Mr.  Kirkland. was  married  to 
Helen  Maria  Upjohn,  daughter  of  Dr.  Uriah  Up- 
john. A  sketch  wil)  be  found  of  Mrs.  Kirkland 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Reared  by  strict  Scotch 
Presbyterian  parents,  our  subject  early  became  a 
member  of  that  denomination  and  is  one  whose 
daily  life  has  shown  him  to  be  a  man  to  be  relied 
upon  under  all  circumstances. 


1^^ 


ON.  ALBERT  L.  LAKEY,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Lakey  &  Bigelow,  manufacturers  of 
mixed  paints  and  dealers  in  paints,  brushes 
and  all  kinds  of  painter's  materials,  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Kalamazoo  and 
lias  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country  as  well.  Having  taken  a  leading  part 
in  public  affairs,  he  has  become  well  known  in  all 
circles  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 

On  the  opposite  page  appears  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Lakey,  who  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  March 
25,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Luther  and  Asenath 
(Taylor)  Lakey.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of 
the  old  Bay  State,  where  his  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming.  When  our  subject  was 
only  two  years  old,  the  family  removed  to  Cayuga 


County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  until  thirteen 
years  of  age  and  then  accompanied  his  father  and 
motlier  to  Pennsylvania.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  common  schools,  completing  it  in  a  select 
school.  When  in  his  sixteenth  year,  prompted  by 
patriotic  impulses,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
country  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  First  Battal- 
ion of  Pennsylvania.  The  command  was  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  took  part  in  sev- 
eral engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Gettys- 
burg, Appomattox  Court  House  and  others  of  im- 
portance. He  was  once  captured  by  the  Confed- 
erates biit  succeeded  in  making  his  escape.  In 
1862,  he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  on  account  of 
illness  and  for  some  time  was  confined  in  Center 
Hospital,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  After  four  years, 
seven  months  and  sixteen  days  of  service,  he  was 
honorably  discharged  in  the  fall  of  1865.  He  had 
enlisted  as  a  private  but  was  promoted  to  the  office 
of  Sergeant  and  afterwards  to  that  of  Second 
Lieutenant.  Ever  faithful  to  his  duty,  he  was  a 
valiant  soldier  and  made  for  himself  an  army 
record  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  services, 
Mr.  Lakey  returned  to  Almira,  N.  Y.,and  in  1866, 
came  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  where  he  spent  a 
short  time,  after  which  we  find  him  a  resident  of 
Kalamazoo.  His  first  work  in  this  place  was  at 
contracting  and  building  which  he  followed  until 
1874,  when  he  embarked  in  the  roofing  and  paint- 
ing business  and  afterwards  organized  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Kalamazoo  Paint  and  Roofing 
Works,  located  at  No.  226  and  228  North  Burdick 
Street.  Mr.  Lakey  became  general  manager  of  the 
company.  He  continued  in  that  business  until 
1881  alone,  when  he  admitted  to  partnership 
George  W.  Bigelow,  under  the  firm  name  of  Lakey 
&  Bigelow.  The  firm  manufactures  ready-mixed 
paints  and  colors,  which  they  sell  direct  to  dealers, 
and  make  some  special  brands  of  paint  for  inside 
and  decorative  work.  Their  paints  are  of  a  supe- 
rior quality,  made  from  well  selected  materials, 
and  the  firm  finds  a  ready  market  for  its  produce 
having  nQw  a  large  and  constantly  increasing 
trade. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Lakey  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Katie  House,  of   Ironton,   Mo.,   daughter  of 
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Richard  House,  Esq.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State.  Two  children  grace  this  union: 
Ber tine  L.  and  Harry.  The  family  reside  at  No. 
231  West  Cedar  Street,  their  home  being  the  abode 
of  hospitality,  and  the  members  of  the  household 
rank  high  in  social  circles. 

Mr.  Lakey  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  polit- 
ical affairs  and  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Republican 
principles.  He  has  served  three  terms  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  and  in  1887  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature,  where  he  ably  represented 
his  district.  His  public  duties  have  ever  been 
promptly  and  faithfully  discharged,  winning  him 
the  commendation  of  all  concerned.  For  four 
years  he  has  served  as  Secretar}^  of  the  Michigan 
Sportsmen's  Association,  which  has  headquarters 
at  Lansing,  and  is  President  of  the  Kalamazoo 
Fish,  Game  and  Protective  Association.  His  pub- 
lic and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach  and 
all  who  know  respect  Albert  Lakey. 


THOMAS  B.  ELDRED.  The  Eldred  family 
has  been  consjncuously  identified  with  the 
rise  and  growth  of  Kalamazoo  County 
from  the  early  days  of  its  settlement,  being  the 
first  to  locate  on  Climax  Prairie.  Thomas  B. 
Eldred,  of  whom  we  write,  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
farmers  within  its  borders,  having  large  and  val- 
uable farming  and  landed  interests  in  Climax 
Township,  where  he  has  a  beautiful  home  on  section 
10,  and  he  wields  a  powerful  influence  in  his  com- 
munity, his  name  being  associated  with  much  that 
has  enhanced  its  welfare  in  various  directions. 

The  town  of  Lawrence,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
is  the  native  place  of  our  subject,  and  February  26, 
1816,  the  data  of  his  birth.  Caleb  Eldred,  his 
father,  was  born  in  Bennington  County,  Vt.,  in 
1781.  He  was  a  farmer  and  stock  drover  in  his 
native  State  after  he  attained  manhood,  and  he 
used  to  drive  cattle  into  every  port  from  Portland, 
Me.,  to  Rhode  Island.  He  later  moved  to  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  rented  land  for  farming  pur- 
poses. He  was  unfortunate  and  lost  all  his  prop- 
erty.    Wishing  to  retrieve  his  fallen  fortunes,  he 


came  to  Michigan  in  1830,  and  laid  claim  to  land 
on  which  the  village  of  Comstock  now  stands.  He 
gave  a  man  $10  to  erect  the  frame  of  a  log 
house  so  that  lie  could  hold  his  claim,  as  the  land 
had  not  been  offered  for  sale  by  the  Government. 
He  then  returned  home,  and  in  January,  1831,  he 
and  his  eldest  son  came  back  here  by  the  way  of 
Canada  with  a  team.  On  their  way  they  made  two 
sleds,  as  the  snow  fell  and  went  off  twice  during  the 
journey.  In  May,  Mr.  Eldred  went  to  Buffalo  to 
meet  his  sons,  Stephen  and  our  subject,  and  his 
daughters,  Phebe  and  Louisa,  his  wife  not  coming 
until  fall.  When  he  returned  to  his  claim  in  Jan- 
uary, he  found  that  it  had  been  ''jumped,"  to 
quote  the  vernacular  of  the  pioneers,  by  two  other 
men,  and  he  accordingly  took  the  one  opposite. 
He  built  thereon  a  log  house  and  the  first  sawmill 
in  the  county,  and  by  September,  1831,  was  saw- 
ing boards.  He  began  the  first  thing  to  manufac- 
ture lumber  for  a  gristmill,  and  by  the  next 
summer  he  had  the  first  flourmill  in  the  county  in 
full  operation.  He  was  a  man  of  marked  enter- 
prise, who  possessed  great  weight  and  influence  in 
the  township,  and  was  universally  known  as  Judge 
Eldred.  When  the  Commissioners  passed  through 
the  State  in  1831  to  select  the  sites  for  county 
seats,  as  was  then  the  custom,  Comstock  Village 
having  the  best  water  power,  and  being  nearer  the 
geographical  center  of  the  county  than  Bronson, 
as  Kalamazoo  was  formerly  called,  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  chosen  as  county  seat  if  Mr. 
Eldred  had  indicated  a  desire  to  have  it  so.  But 
he  was  averse  to  it  because  it  would  benefit  the 
men  who  had  stolen  his  first  claim. 

June  13,  1831,  the  land  in  Climax  Township 
was  auctioned  off  by  the  Government,  by  order  of 
President  Jackson,  at  White  Pigeon,  and  the  senior 
Eldred  bought  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  near 
and  around  where  the  village  of  Climax  now 
stands.  Fie  did  not  locate  here  at  that  time,  how- 
ev^er,  but  continued  to  run  his  mills  at  Comstock 
for  several  years  before  he  sold  them  and  removed 
to  this  place.  He  farmed  extensively  here  for  a 
time,  and  in  1832  sowed  one  hundred  and  two 
acres  of  wheat,  from  which  he  reaped  a  large  crop. 
The  Indians  used  to  steal  about  half  of  his  corn. 
In  1833,  he  erected  a  large  frame  barn,  40x80  feet 
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in  dimensions,  in  which  to  store  his  crops.  His 
fellow-citizens  put  great  trust  in  him,  looking  to 
him  for  counsel  and  aid,  as  he  was  a  man  of  strong 
faculties,  of  great  natural  ability,  and  of  a  warm 
and  tender  heart.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs,  and  he  represen- 
ted Kalamazoo  County  in  the  State  Leo^islature 
for  two  terms  in  the  yiears  1837  and  1838.  He  was 
a  life-long  Baptist,  and  was  the  instigator  and 
stimulus  of  the  Baptist  College  at  Kalamazoo. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  lived  to  be 
ninety-five  years  and  three  months  old,  dying 
July,  1876,  and  thus  passed  away  one  of  our  most 
venerated  and  useful  pioneers. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Phebe  Brownell 
in  her  maiden  days,  and  she  was  born  in  Pownal, 
Bennington  Coimty,  Vt.,  in  January,  1783.  She 
bore  twelve  children,  and  eleven  of  them  grew  to 
maturity.  She  died  April  11,  1853,  leaving  be- 
hind her  a  good  record  as  a  saintly.  Christian 
woman,  and  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  from  her  girlhood  until  her  death. 

Thomas  B.  Eldred  was  fifteen  years  old  when 
he  came  here  on  that  spring  day  lying  back  in  the 
past  seventy  years,  and  the  development  of  the 
country  from  a  wilderness  has  gone  on  under  his 
ver}^  eyes.  It  has  been  his  privilege,  too,  to  foster 
its  growth  by  his  work  as  a  practical  farmer  of  rare 
business  judgment,  Avho  has  been  more  than  ordin- 
arily fortunate  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling.  He 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  education  in  his  native 
State,  and  he  also  attended  school  about  six  weeks 
after  he  came  here.  His  father's  farm  was  within 
two  miles  of  the  Pottawattamie  Indian  Reservation, 
and  he  used  to  see  a  good  deal  of  the  redskins,  and 
became  somewhat  conversant  with  their  language. 
He  hunted  some  wiien  he  had  leisure,  as  game  was 
abundant.  The  wolves  were  very  numerous,  and  in 
1844  an  old  one  killed  thirteen  of  his  sheep  in  one 
night.  He  and  a  number  of  his  neighbors  tracked 
the  bold  depredator  for  two  days  and  then  shot 
him. 

Our  subject  staid  with  his  father  until  his  mar- 
riage. He  had  had  land  set  off  for  him,  and  had  im- 
proved it  to  some  extent.  He  has  since  become  a 
large  land-owner,  having  at  one  time  eight  hun- 
dred acres  hereabouts,  and  he  still  has  nearly  seven 


hundred  acres,  although  he  has  given  some  away. 
He  has  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  a  large  and  well-ap- 
pointed brick  residence  and  four  or  five  large 
frame  barns,  besides  numerous  other  outhouses 
for  various  purposes.  Mr.  Eldred  is  a  man  of  fine 
personality,  possessing  a  calm,  judicial  mind,  and 
a  genial,  frank,  generous  disposition,  and  the 
people  among  whom  he  lives,  who  hold  him  in  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem,  often  look  to  him  for 
advice  and  guidance  in  matters  of  importance  and 
always  find  him  a  sound  and  sagacious  counselor. 
His  character  is  above  reproach,  as  are  his  habits, 
and,  though  not  a  church  member,  he  is  very  lib- 
eral in  giving  of  his  wealth  in  support  of  the  church 
or  of  any  good  cause  tliat  he  believes  will  benefit 
the  community.  He  was  a  Democrat  until  1884, 
when  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Prohi- 
bition party,  and  has  remained  with  it  ever  since. 
He  served  eight  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
has  held  other  offices. 

Mr.  Eldred  and  Miss  Eliza  Bonney  were  united 
in  marriage,  September  24,  1840,  and  for  more 
than  half  a  century  they  have  lived  a  true  wedded 
life,  she  doing  her  part  as  the  home-maker,  the 
ready  helper  and  cheerful  companion,  and  he  his 
as  a  kind  and  considerate  husband.  Mrs.  Eldred 
was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  March  2, 1818. 
Ten  children  are  the  fruit  of  her  marriage  with 
our  subject,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  Lewis  S.;  Estella;  Thomas  D.;  Julia; 
Leoda,  deceased;  Mary  C,  Mrs.  Bushnell,  deceased; 
Caleb;  and  Nellie. 


E.  BARNES,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Kalamazoo, 
was  born  in  Vergennes,  Vt.,  November  22, 
1833.  His  father,  Jesse  G.,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  son  of  Benjamin  Barnes, 
of  English  descent.  His  mother,  who  was  known 
m  maidenhood  as  Mary  Barron,  was  a  native  of 
Canada,  and  came  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  her 
father  having  served  as  captain  in  the  British 
army  for  a  number  of  years. 

After  their  marriage,  Jesse  and  Mary  Barnes  re- 
mained in  the  Green  Mountain  State  for  a  few 
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years,  thence  removed  to  Indiana  and  located  in 
Monticello.  Their  family  comprised  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters,  onr  subject  being  the  fourth  of 
the  children.  He  was  thirteen  years  old  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Indiana,  and  his  edu- 
cation, which  had  been  commenced  in  his  native 
State,  was  advanced  in  the  common  schools  of 
Monticello,  after  which  he  entered  Washington 
College,  at  Crawfordsville,Ind.,  where  he  remained 
four  years. 

Eighteen  months  spent  as  teacher  in  the  schools 
of  Monticello  were  followed  by  the  entrance  of 
Mr.  Barnes  into  the  ministry  of  the  M<3thodist 
Episcopal  Church,  his  first  charge  being  at  New 
Carlisle,  Ind.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Northwest- 
ern Indiana  Conference,  held  at  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
in  1858  and  presided  over  by  Bishop  Ames,  where 
he  remained  eight  years.  After  concluding  his  pas- 
torate at  New  Carlisle,  he  accepted  the  ministry  of 
the  church  at  Rolling  Prairie,  Ind.,  and  afterward 
at  Danville,  that  State,  two  years.  His  following 
charges  were  at  Attica,  Greencastle  and  Albion, 
Mich.,  after  which  he  served  as  Presiding  Elder  of 
the  Ionia  district  four  years. 

By  a  transfer  of  appointments,  Mr.  Barnes  be- 
came Presiding  Elder  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Dis^ 
trict,  which  position  he  occupied  for  four  years. 
After  remaining  with  the  Division  Street  Church 
at  Grand  Rapids  two  years,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  church  at  Battle  Creek,  and 
subsequently  to  Coldwater,  thence  to  Kalamazoo. 
Here  he  served  as  Presiding  Elder  for  six  years, 
and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Eirst  Metliodist  Church. 
He  has  served  in  three  General  Conferences — in 
1876,  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1884,  at  Philadelphia, 
and  at  New  York  in  1888. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  positions  of 
honor,  Mr.  Barnes  served  on  the  General  Mission- 
ary Committee  four  years;  the  Board  of  Church  Ex- 
tension four  years;  General  Book  Committee  on 
Publications,  and  received  the  degree  of  D.  D. 
from  Du  Paw  University,  Ind.  In  the  various 
places  of  duty  in  which  he  has  been  placed,  his 
marked  abilities  have  been  called  into  active  use, 
and  his  influence  is  not  local  only,  but  extends 
among  the  clergy  of  the  United  States. 

July  3,  1859,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barnes  and  Miss  Lu- 


cinda  Raymond  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Barnes  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Raymond,  of  Wav- 
erly,  N.  Y.,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Barnes  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  namely: 
Frances;  Emma  R.,  the  wife  of  C.  S.  Ilartman,  of 
Grand  Rapids;  Albert  R.;  and  Flora  Gale,  Profes- 
sor of  Languages  in  West  Michigan  College,  at 
Grand  Rapids.  The  parsonage  is  a  pleasant  resi- 
dence at  No.  442  W.  Walnut  Street,  whither  the 
parishioners  delight  to  gather  and  pass  pleasant 
and  helpful  hours  in  the  society  of  their  minister 
and  his  estimable  wife. 


^^EORGE  DEMING,  an  extensive  farmer  of 
III  ^^^  Kalamazoo  County,  owns  and  operates  a 
^^Jj  finely-improved  place  on  section  2,  Cooper 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  the  township  which 
is  still  his  home  and  was  born  November  30,  1845, 
being  the  youngest  son  of  Dr.  David  E.  Deming, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county,  mention  of 
whom  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
upon  a  farm,  where  he  early  acquired  a  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture  and  gained  his  education 
in  the  district  school.  He  remained  at  home  until 
after  he  attained  to  his  majority  and,  in  1868,visited 
Kansas  on  a  prospecting  tour,  purchasing  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Osage  County.  After  so- 
journing in  Kansas  for  a  few  months,  he  returned 
to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead  which  he  purchased. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Deming  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Machin,  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  took 
place  in  1875.  Mrs.  Deming  is  the  daughter  of  Step- 
hen and  Fannie  (Gilbert)  Machin,  natives  of  Eng- 
land, where  Mr.  Machin  was  a  farmer.  In  1851,  they 
emigrated  to  America,  stopping  for  a  few  years  in 
New  York  and  removing  thence,  in  1865,  to  Mich- 
igan, where  they  made  settlement  in  Walton  Town- 
ship, Eaton  County.  Mr.  Machin  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years;  the 
mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  at  Wal- 
ton. They  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deming  are  the   parents   of  three 
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children,  namely:  Lucy  M.,  Ada  Belle,  and  Fan- 
nie Electa,  who  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Deming  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  aiid  is 
a  lady  who  enjoys  the  esteem  of  her  large  circle 
of  acquaintances.  She  has  been  the  cheerful  help- 
mate of  her  husband  in  all  his  enterprises  and 
his  present  possessions  have  been  gained  largely 
through  her  assistance. 

Mr.  Deming  owns  a  productive  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  forty- five  acres,  on  sections  2, 10  and 
11,  and  the  place  is  well  supplied  with  all  modern 
conveniences.  On  another  page  will  be  found  a 
view  of  the  commodious  frame  residence  which 
has  been  erected  upon  the  estate,  also  the  ample 
barns  and  other  outbuildings.  Mr.  Deming  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  the 
community  and  through  his  indefatigable  labors 
has  become  well-to-do. 


-f- 


■^ 
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^^^.^UNCAN  D.  McVEAN  is  at  present  residing 
on  section  20,  Schoolcraft  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  farm. 
He  was  born  in  Caledonia,  Liviligston  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  June,  1816,  the  next  to  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  and  select  schools  of  Caledonia, 
and  for  a  few  months  was  a  student  at  Lima  Sem- 
inary. His  life  work  has  been  agriculture,  which 
he  followed  in  his  native  State  until  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1878,  and,  settling  in 
Schoolcraft  Township,  has  since  made  this  his 
home. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  his  native  town,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Sinclair,  the  date  of  that  event 
being  April  15,  1851.  Mrs.  McVean  was  also  born 
in  Caledonia  County,  N.  Y.,  her  natal  day  being 
January  18,  1828.  By  herr  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject she  has  become  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Daniel  (deceased),  Catharine,  Mary,  James, 
John  S.  (deceased),  Jean  A.,  Robifert  (deceased),  and 
Margaret. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Daniel  D.  McVean, 
was  born  in  what  is  how  Fulton  County,  N.  Y., 
while  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Cath- 
erine McLaren,  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  The 
elder  Mr.  McVean  was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  last 
45  K 


days  in  Caledonia,  N.  Y.,  where  he  settled  in 
1799.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
also  named  Daniel,  was  born  in  Perthshire,  Scot- 
land. 

Although  of  a  retiring  nature,  with  neither  time 
nor  inclination  for  public  positions,  Mr.  McVean 
has  always  been  interested  in  progressive  move- 
ments. His  homestead  bears  all  the  improve melits 
which  best  subserve  the  interests  of  a  first-class 
farmer,  and  his  persistent  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment have  won  him  success.  His  farm  was  the  first 
place  settled  upon  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  J. 
Armstrong  having  located  there  in  1829.  On 
another  page  will  be  found  a  view  of  the  comfort- 
able residence,  with  its  attractive  rural  sitrround- 
ings.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  estates  m  the  com- 
munity, and  the  buildings  are  substantial  and 
adapted  to  their  varied  uses.  In  politics,  Mr.  Mc- 
Vean is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Caledonia,  and  he  lends  his  sympathy  and  sup- 
port to  the  Presbyterian  denomination  of  School- 
craft. Among  his  personal  characteristics  are  those 
of  a  love  of  truth  and  progress,  and  a  cordial  and 
kindly  spirit  which  makes  him  warm  friends  and 
slancii  adherents.  We  are  pleased  to  give  his  name 
in  our  list  of  the  best  citizens  of  Schoolcraft 
Township. 

W?AMES  A.  POMEROY.  Having  borne  an 
honorable  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  Kal- 
amazoo County  for  many  years  and  aided 
^  in  its  upbuilding,  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  justly 
considered  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
county.  On  sections  10,  14,  15  and  16,  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  he  owns  and  operates  two  hun- 
dred and  three  acres  of  fine  land,  upon  which  he 
has  erected  substantial  and  commodious  buildings, 
adapted  to  the  various  needs  of  a  farm.  The  resi- 
dence, a  view  of  which  is  presented  on  another 
page,  is  a  neat  and  attractive  dwelling,  tastefully 
furnished  and  the  abode  of  a  happy  family. 

In  1843,  Alonzoand  Nancy  M.  (Carpenter)  Pom- 
eroy removed  from  their  home  in  New  York  to 
Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  and  settled  in  Mat- 
tawan,  where  they  sojourned  for  six  years.  From 
there  they  removed  to  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
and  resided  on  a  farm  until  they  passed  to  their 
final  re^t.     They  reared  three  children,  th«  6WeM 
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of  whom,  James  A.,  was  born  in  Renssalaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  16,  1840.  He  was  only  three  years 
old  when  he  was  brought  to  this  State  by  his  par- 
ents, and  has  resided  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township 
since  he  was  a  lad  of  ten  years. 

The  educational  advantages  afforded  our  subject 
were  limited  to  the  district  schools  of  this  town- 
ship, and  his  attention  was  principally  devoted  to 
farm  work.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  married,  November  29,  1866,  to  Miss  Mar- 
ion, daughter  of  Abram  I.  and  Sarah  (Bishop) 
Shaver.  Her  parents  were  natives,  respectively,  of 
New  York  and  Ohio,  and  thence  removed  to  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  in  December,  1828.  there  being 
only  one  other  family  in  the  township  prior  to 
their  arrival.  They  aided  in  the  development  of 
the  community  and  were  hospitable,  kindly  people, 
endeavoring  to  fulfil  their  duties  as  Christians  and 
citizens.  Mrs.  Pomeroy  was  the  youngest  of  their 
eight  children  who  lived  to  mature  years  and  she 
was  born  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  August  3, 
1837. 

After  their  marriage,  our  subject  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  located  on  the  farm  where  they  still  reside 
and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  two  children:  El- 
mer B.  and  Elza  A.  In  his  religous  views,  Mr. 
Pomeroy  is  liberal  and  in  politics,  independent, 
using  his  influence  and  casting  his  ballot  for  the 
measures  and  men  that  he  considers  best  qualified 
or  adapted  to  the  welfare  of  the  people.  Ever 
since  he  attained  manhood's  estate,  he  has  been 
prominent  in  local  political  affairs,  and  has  held 
the  offices  of  Township  Treasurer,  Highway  Com- 
missioner, School  Inspector  and  Township  Clerk, 
discharging  the  varied  duties  of  these  positions 
with  tact  and  ability. 


^ERTHIER  W.  BECKWITH  was  a  pioneer 
of  Kalamazoo  County,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  Charleston  Township, 
with  whose  highest  interests  he  was  closely 
identified  as  a  practical  farmer,  and  as  a  public- 
spirited  and  valuable  citizen,  and  in  the  death  of 
one  so  eminently  trustworthy,  this  community 
met  with   a  serious  loss.    He  was  born   in   New 


York,  November  15,  1820,  and  was  about  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
father  and  mother,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of 
Charleston  Township,  locating  on  section  16,  on  a 
track  of  Government  land. 

Mr.  Beck  with  was  married  in  the  spring  of  1847, 
and  with  his  bride  he  located  where  his  family 
still  continues  to  reside.  But  six  acres  of  the 
land  was  cleared  and  under  cultivation,  the  re- 
mainder bemg  in  its  natural  wildness.  Our  sub- 
ject was  a  hard  worker,  and  in  the  years  that 
followed,  he  transformed  his  land  into  a  higlily 
productive  farm,  with  finely  tilled  fields,  with  an 
ample  set  of  modern  farm  buildings,  and  well 
supplied  with  everything  essential  to  conducting 
agriculture  in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  farm 
comprises  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land, 
nearly  all  of  which  are  improved.  Mr.  Beckwith 
was  a  thoughtful,  systematic,  well-skilled  farmer, 
and  he  was  prospered  accordingly.  He  was  one  of 
the  leading  men  in  his  community,  his  fellow- 
citizens  looking  to  him  for  advice  and  help,  and 
always  sure  of  ready  and  hearty  response.  He 
was  Justice  of  ttie  Peace  in  an  early  day,  but  his 
poor  eyesight  did  not  permit  him  to  take  any 
further  active  part  in  public  affairs.  In  politics, 
he  was  a  sterling  Republican.  He  was  a  truly  re- 
ligious man,  and  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Galesburg.  April  28, 
1887,  he  passed  to  the  life  immortal  through  the 
portals  of  death,  and  his  body  was  tenderly  laid 
to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Augusta. 

Mr.  Beckwith  was  eminently  happy  in  his  do- 
mestic relations,  as  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Jane 
Chichester,  March  15,  1847,  he  secured  a  wife  who 
was  devoted  to  his  interests  and  understood  well 
the  art  of  making  home  a  pleasant  and  comfort- 
able abiding  place.  Mrs.  Beckwith  was  born  in 
New  Jersey, October  23, 1827.  Her  father,  Samuel 
Chichester,  is  thought  to  have  been  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  where  he  was  reared,  and  from  there 
went  to  New  York  with  his  wife  and  six  children, 
where  he  remained  fourteen  years.  From  the  Em- 
pire State,  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1840,  and 
took  up  his  residence  on  section  19,  Charleston 
Township.  Two  years  later,  he  moved  from  there 
to  what  is  now  known  as  the  Seth  Henton  farm. 
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He  lived  on  that  three  years,  and  after  that  made 
his  home  with  his  children  until  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years,  removed  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Kalamazoo  County  from  the  scenes  of  useful- 
ness. His  wife,  Elizabeth  Fitts  in  her  maiden  days, 
was  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  where  she  was 
reared  and  married.  She  lived  to  be  eighty-eight 
years  old,  and  died  in  Michigan.  She  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  Sally  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Julia  died  when  she  was  seventy-six  years 
old;  Mary  (Mrs.  Davis)  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years;  James,  who  is  now  seventy-two  years 
old,  lives  in  Athens  Township;  Emeline  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years;  Samuel  is  still  living  in 
Augusta  Township. 

Mrs.    Beckwith    is   the   youngest   child    of    the 
family,  and  she  was  fourteen  years  old  when  they 
came  to  Michigan.     She  had  already  been  to  school 
in  New  York,  and  she  attended  the  district  school 
after  coming  here.     She  developed  into  a  capable 
woman,  and    a    notable    housewife,  and  when  she 
married    was    fully  equal    to    the    new  cares   and 
responsibilities  thus  devolving  upon  her  in   look- 
ing after  a  home  of  her  own.     She  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church   at  Gales- 
burg,  and  possesses  m  a  full  degree  those  Christian 
graces  that  inspire  confidence  and  esteem.     Mrs. 
Beckwith   and   her  husband  began  their  wedded 
life  in  a  small  log  house,  and  they  cheerfully  faced 
the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  that  fell   to  their  lot 
as  pioneers.     Three  children  were  born  to  them, 
two    daughters   and    a   son,   of  whom    two    have 
passed  away:  Anna  Bell,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  and  George,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
and  ten  months.     One  daughter,  Emma,  is  left  to 
be  the  stay  and  comfort  of  her  mother,  and  with 
her  husband,  M.  G.  Ogden,  lives  with   her  on   the 
farm. 

Mr.  Ogden  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
June  2,  1859,  but  since  he  was  seven  years  of  age 
he  has  lived  in  Michigan.  He  is  a  wide-awake, 
energetic  young  fanner,  well  grounded  in  his  call- 
ing, and  intelligently  applying  modern  methods  of 
agriculture  in  conducting  his  farming  operations. 
He  has  the  management  of  his  mother-in-law's 
farm,  and  is  doing  a  profitable  business  in  general 


farming,  raising  high-graded  stock,  besides  grow- 
ing the  cereals  and  other  products  commonly 
grown  in  this  climate.  He  and  his  wife  have  one 
daughter,  whom  they  have  named  Hazel,  and  also 
have  a  child  whom  they  have  taken  to  rear,  by 
name  Grace  Ogden. 

JONATHAN  DURRINand  his  son,  William 
Durrin,  are  among  the  principal  farmers  of 
Charleston  Township,  where  they  each  have 
valuable  farms  on  sections  15  and  22,  re- 
spectively, and  the  former  is  a  well-known  pioneer 
of    Kalamazoo    County.     Jonathan    Durrin   is    of 
fine  old   Revolutionary  and   New   England   stock, 
and  is  a  native  of  that  part  of  the  country,  born  in 
the  town  of  Farmington,  Hartford  County,  Conn., 
November   16,  1817.     His  father,  Joshua  Durrin, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade.     He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.     His   father  was   named   Jonathan  Durrin, 
and  he  was  also  born   in  that  Connecticut   town, 
whence  he  went  forth  to  do  battle  for  his  country 
when  the  Colonists  rose  in  arms  against  English 
oppression,    and   he    did    valiant    service    under 
Gen.    Washington.      Later     in   life,    he   drew   a 
pension    of     $96    a    year.     His    father's     given 
name    was     Ebenezer,    and     he,    too,    was   born 
in    Connecticut    in    early    Colonial    times.     The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Eunice  Dayton  in    her 
maiden  days,  and  she   was  a  native   of  the  same 
New  England  town  as  was  her  husband.     She  lived 
to  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years.     Her  father,  Elias 
Dayton,  served  throughout  the  Revolutionary  War 
under  Gen.  Washington,  as  one  of  his  body-guards. 
The   family  was  also  represented  in   the  War  of 
1812  by  uncles  of  our  subject.     His   parents  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  eldest. 

Jonathan  Durrin  lived  amid  the  pleasant  scenes 
of  his  birthplace  until  lie  attained  his  majority, 
and  from  the  age  of  eight  years  the  lad  had 
been  self-supporting,  receiving  $3  a  month  for 
his  work.  In  1838,  he  left  Connecticut  to  find 
a  home  in  the  West,  as  this  section  of  the  country 
was  then  called,  and  for  two  years  he  lived  in 
Ohio.     In  1840,  he   crossed   the   border   into  this 
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State,  and  located  in  Shiawassee  County,  where  he 
took  up  forty  acres  of  land.  He  subsequently  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  but  three  years  later  he  came  back 
to  Shiawassee  County,  and  some  three  years  after 
that  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  cast  in  his 
lot  with  its  pioneers.  He  located  on  section  22, 
Charleston  Township,  improved  a  good  farm 
thereon,  and  cleared  a  good  deal  of  land,  working 
hard  to  put  his  place  in  good  shape.  He  owns 
fifty  acres  of  fine  farming  land  where  he  resides, 
and  thirty-seven  acres  on  section  10,  of  the  same 
township.  He  is  doing  a  good  business  as  a  gen- 
eral farmer,  and  has  accumulated  a  comfortable 
property. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1836,  to  Miss  Jane 
M.  Caldwell,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in 
April,  1818.  Their's  has  been  a  marriage  of  un- 
usual duration,  as  for  fifty -six  years  they  have 
walked  hand  in  hand,  faithfully  sharing  life's  joys, 
and  comforting  each  other  in  its  griefs.  The 
greatest  sorrow  that  has  befallen  them  was  in  the 
death  of  five  of  their  eight  children,  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  in 
1853.  The}'  have  two  children  living — William, 
who  lives  on  the  farm  on  which  his  parents  first 
located  in  this  township,  and  of  whom  a  sketch  is 
appended;  and  Luther,  who  lives  with  his  parents. 

William  Durrin  was  born  in  Northfield  Town- 
ship, Summit  County,  Ohio,  August  4,  1840,  the 
second  child  of  his  parents.  He  was  three  years 
old  when  they  settled  on  the  farm  in  Shiawassee 
County  that  his  father  once  owned  there,  and  he 
was  eleven  years  old  when  the  family,  after  return- 
ing to  Ohio  and  then  going  back  to  Shiawassee 
County,  finally  settled  in  Kalamazoo  County,  and 
since  then  he  has  always  lived  on  the  farm  on 
section  22,  his  father  giving  him  eighty  acres  of 
the  land  when  he  was  married,  in  the  fall  of  1862. 
He  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  very  intelligent 
farmer,  well  dowered  with  the  requisite  energy, 
push  and  judgment  necessary  to  achieve  success, 
and  his  farm  compares  with  the  best  in  point  of 
cultivation  and  improvement.  He  has  increased 
its  area  to  two  hundred  and  four  acres,  and  he  has 
erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  He  built  his  pres- 
ent neat  and  conveniently -arranged  residence  in 
1874,  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000,  and  he  has  sub- 


stantial barns  and  everything  to  make  a  first-class 
farm.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and  raises 
standard  stock*  having  the  breeds  of  cattle,  sheep, 
horses,  etc.,  that  are  best  adapted  to  the  climate 
and  environments  of  this  part  of  the  country. 
He  is  a  stalwart  Democrat,  and  is  interested  in 
politics  to  a  certain  degree,  while  his  father  cares 
nothing  for  them.  The  latter  cast  his  first  vote 
for  President  Harrison  in  1840. 

William  Durrin  was  married  in  the  village  of 
Galesburg,  November  30,  1862,  to  Miss  Ann  A. 
Hall,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Jerusha  (Moul- 
ton)  Hall.  She  is  a  native  of  Jackson  County,  this 
State,  born  in  the  township  of  Waterloo,  April  3, 
1843.  These  are  the  six  children  that  have  blessed 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Durrin  and  his  wife:  Frank 
E.,  who  is  married  and  is  carrying  on  farming  on 
a  part  of  his  father's  farm;  one  who  died  in 
infancy;  Johnnie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  and  Jamie  and  Jerusha  who  are  at  home 
with  their  parents. 


**    '    ^-3- 
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LBERT  WAOAR  is  probably  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  a  general 
farmer  and  the  owner  of  a  valuable  and 
productive  estate,  located  on  section  1.  His  parents. 
Hector  and  Sarah  (Bailey)  Wagar,  natives  of  New 
York  State,  came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1834,  and 
located  on  section  1  of  the  above-named  town- 
ship. They  made  this  place  their  home  until  called 
hence,  the  father  dying  in  April,  1870,  and  the 
mother  nine  years  later. 

Our  subject  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  of 
the  parental  family  of  ten  children,  his  natal  daj^ 
being  August  27,  1837.  He  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  home  farm  and  was  given  a  good  education  in 
the  district  schools.  August  22,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Infantry, 
and  served  in  the  Union  Army  for  two  years  and 
three  months.  In  November,  1864,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  for  disability.  During  his  experi- 
ence in  the  army,  Mr.  Wagar  participated  in  the 
battle  at  Resaca,  Ga.,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Lost  Moun- 
tain and  Big  Shanty. 
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Returning  from  the  war,  he  of  whom  we  write 
again  made  his  home  in  this  township  and  April 
2,  1869,  was  married,  in  Lawton,  to  Miss  Ann, 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Mary  (Coddington) 
Munger,  natives  of  New  York  State.  They  came 
hither  from  Ohio  in  1854,  and  passed  their  last 
days  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  the  mother  dying 
November  18,  1869,  and  the  father  June  30,  1870. 
Mrs.  Wagar  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  of  the 
parental  family  of  eleven  children.  She  was  born 
in  Millersburg,  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  June  2, 
1841. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  the 
following-named  six  children:  Nellie,  Daisy,  May, 
Lawrence,  Sophronia  and  Don.  Daisy  died  when 
one  year  old.  Mr.  Wagar  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  many  of  the  township  offices,  being  at  one  time 
Supervisor  and  for  eight  j^ears  was  Township 
Treasurer.  He  has  always  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  and  is  an  active  worker  in  political  affairs. 
He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and  is  in  favor  of 
all  measures  which  tend  to  benefit  his  community. 
Socially,  our  subject  is  a  Mason.  His  landed  inter- 
ests include  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which 
are  improved  with  all  the  machinery  and  buildings 
which  best  subserve  the  interests  of  an  agriculturist. 
Indeed,  there  are  very  few  prettier  farms  in  the 
county  than  that  belonging  to  Albert  Wagar. 


>-^^_^^- 
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kEROY  HACKETT.  Among  the  young 
men  of  push  and  energy  who  are  contrib- 
uting to  the  development  of  Kalamazoo 
County  and  bringing  it  to  a  front  rank  among 
the  other  counties  of  the  State,  prominent  mention 
belongs  to  Mr.  Hackett,  whose  portrait  accom- 
panies this  sketch  and  who  is  a  successful  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  14,  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship. His  splendid  farm  comprises  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres,  upon  whicli  first-class  improvements 
have  been  placed,  including  a  commodious  res- 
idence, substantial  barns  and  other  necessary 
buildings.  In  the  breeding  of  fine  horses,  of 
which  he  makes  a  specialty,  he  has  been  uniformly 
successful  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  most 
successful  stock-raisers  of  the  county. 


January  2,  1830,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Samuel  Hackett,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1802, 
and  Lydia  Wood,  a  native  of  Ohio.  In  an  early 
period  of  the  settlement  of  Michigan,  the  couple 
came  hither  and  located  in  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship, where  the  wife  died,  leaving  two  children: 
Lucinda  and  Martin.  The  former  became  the  wife 
of  La  Fayette  At  wood,  and  died  June  13,  1886. 
Afterward  Samuel  Hackett  contracted  another 
matrimonial  alliance,  and  August  13,  1849,  at 
Schoolcraft,  this  State,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  the  widow  of  Richard  W.  McNair,  who  was 
known  in  maidenhood  as  Deborah  A.  Smith. 

By  her  former  marriage,  Mrs.  Deborah  Hackett 
had  two  children:  Emily  and  Charles,  who  reside 
in  Hamilton  County,  111.  Emily  married  Elias 
Chase  and  died  in  Southern  Illinois  about  1873. 
Of  the  second  marriage,  four  children  were  born, 
namely:  Wilber,  Stanley  (who  died  December  24, 
1883),  Leroy  and  Wallace.  The  mother  of  tlie 
family  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  Novem- 
ber 16,  1818,  and  makes  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject. The  father  died  at  his  home  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  February  16,  1871,  and  is  still 
remembered  with  affection  by  his  large  circle  of 
warm  personal  friends.  He  was  a  prominent  man 
in  the  communit}^  and  maintained  a  deep  interest 
in  local  affairs. 

Born  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  July  17, 
1858,  Leroy  Hackett,  the  subject  of  this  biograph- 
ical notice,  has  always  resided  in  his  native  place. 
After  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  he  commenced  to  operate  as  a  farmer  and 
has  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  So  closely  is  he  occupied  with  his 
private  affairs,  that  he  can  give  little  time  or 
thought  to  public  matters,  although  he  is  well- 
informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day.  Politically,  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  his 
social  connections  is  identified  with  the  order  of 
Maccabees  and  Farmers'  Alliance. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hackett  to  Miss  Ida  E. 
Hoyt  took  place  in  Constantine,  this  State,  July 
9,  1876, and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Rush  and  Lena  A.  Mrs.  Hackett,  who  is  a  most 
estimable  and  amiable  lady,  was  born  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  February  14,  1860,  and   is   the 
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daughter  of  Ransford  C.  and  Harriet  (Bair)  Hoyt, 
whose  sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page.  In 
their  pleasant  home,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hackett  are  ac- 
customed to  entertain  their  many  friends,  who 
enjoy  the  hospitality  of  their  gracious  hostess  and 
genial  host. 


^^ 


-^ 


JOHN  H.  McKIBBIN,  M.  D.,  who  has  his 
office  in  the  Chase  Block,  Kalamazoo,  was 
born  in  Wentworth  County,  Canada,  Oc- 
tober 16,  1848.  His  parents,  William  and 
Mary  (Sterling)  McKibbin,  'were  natives  of  Scot- 
land, where  they  were  married.  They  soon  after 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Canada,  where 
the  father  owned  and  operated  a  farm.  There 
young  McKibbin  remained  until  reaching  his 
nineteenth  year,  in  the  meantime  acquiring  a  good 
education  in  the  Toronto  Normal  School.  After 
being  graduated  from  that  institution,  he  was 
made  Principal  of  the  graded  school  at  Norwich, 
Ontario,  holding  that  and  similiar  positions  for 
nine  years  and  during  that  time  became  actively 
identified  with  all  efforts  to  advance  the  methods 
of  teaching  and  the  standard  of  qualifications  for 
teachers. 

During  the  time  in  which  our  subject  was  en- 
gaged as  a  pedagogue,  he  took  up  the  study  of 
pharmacy  and  later  matriculated  in  the  Ontario 
College  of  Pharmacy  at  Toronto,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '77.  He 
at  once  engaged  in  the  drug  trade  at  St.  Thomas, 
Ontario,  at  the  same  time  continuing  reading  med- 
icine, which  he  had  begun  and  kept  up  for  years 
while  teaching.  He  subsequently  entered  the 
Indiana  Medical  College  at  Indianapolis  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  McKibbin  had  taken  a  regular  course  in 
Ontario  previous  to  entering  the  Medical  College 
of  Indiana,  but  having  been  a  sufferer  from  rheu- 
matism, he  decided  to  continue  his  studies  in  a 
warmer  climate.  After  entering  into  active  prac- 
tice and  desiring  to  familiarize  himself  with  the 
latest  thought  and  practice  as  conducted  in  the 
most  advanced  clinics.  Dr.  McKibbin  took  a  course 
at  the  Post-graduate  College  at  New  York.    After 


an  extended  and  successful  practice  at  Marion, 
Ind.,  he  decided  to  locate  in  Kalamazoo,  which  he 
did  in  the  early  part  of  1889  and  at  once  entered 
into  a  practice  that  has  constantly  increased,  until 
at  the  present  time  he  stands  in  the  front  rank 
among  the  skillful  physicians  of  this  section. 
Being  thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  latest  methods 
and  advanced  ideas,  he  is  master  of  his  profession 
and  possesses  the  qualities  which  make  his  presence 
in  the  sick  room  desirable.  He  is  a  close  student 
and  keeps  thoroughly  informed  on  all  the  leading 
theughts  of  the  brightest  minds  in  his  profession. 
He  was  identified  for  a  time  with  Dr.  A.  D.  Lake, 
who  is  completing  his  studies  in  Europe. 

Dr.  McKibbin  was  married, December  25, 1871,  at 
Springford,  Ontario,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Hall,  a  native 
of  Oxford  County,  Ontario.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kibbin is  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  the 
Ladies'  Library  Club,  etc.  She  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  education  and  is  popular  in  the  social 
circles  in  which  she  moves. 


ZECHARIAH  FLETCHER.  No  measure  of 
public  utility  is  proposed  in  Kalamazoo 
County  which  does  not  receive  the  enthu- 
siastic support  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  and  there  is  per- 
haps no  citizen  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township  who  is 
more  closely  identified  with  its  progress  than  he. 
This  will  be  readily  understood  by  mention  of  the 
official  positions  which  he  has  held :  Coroner  of  the 
county;  Township  Clerk  for  ten  years;  Township 
Treasurer  for  six  years;  Constable  five  years;  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  twenty-four  years;  School  Di- 
rector for  three  years;  and  Notary  Public  for 
twenty-five  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  George  Fletcher, 
who  was  born  near  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  October 
18,  1783,  and  Elizabeth  (Millison)  Fletcher,  who 
was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Va.,  in  1784.  Af- 
ter marriage,  they  settled  in  the  county  where  the 
bride  had  resided  during  her  en  tire  life,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County  as  early  as  Oct- 
ober, 1832,  when  settlers  were  few  and   the   coun- 
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try  was  mainly  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild 
animals.  They  reached  Schoolcraft  the  first  day 
of  that  month,  having  occupied  about  four  weeks 
in  making  the  journey  from  the  Old  Dominion. 

The  first  home  of  the  Fletcher  family  was  in 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  one  and  one-half  miles 
from  the  village  of  Schoolcraft,  and  there  they  re- 
mained four  years.  They  next  located  on  section 
2,  on  the  banks  of  Harrison  Lake,  where  they  so- 
journed many  years.  The  father  was  a  devoted 
Christian  and  served  as  Class-leader  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church  for  forty  consecutive  years,  bear- 
ing an  excellent  reputation  among  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
the  mother  of  ten  children.  She  died  at  their 
home  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  January  16, 
1837,  while  the  father  passed  away  at  the  home  of 
our  subject,  January  30,  1870,  when  eighty-six 
years  and  three  months  old. 

Of  a  family  often  children,  our  subject  was  the 
youngest.  He  was  born  near  Rumney,  Hampshire 
County,  W,  Va.,  January  7,  1828,  and  was  four 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Kal- 
amazoo County.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  of  which  he  has  always  been  a 
resident.  Agricultural  pursuits  have  mainly  en- 
gaged his  attention,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
especially  interested  in  shipping  stock  and  selling 
farm  machinery.  His  farm  on  section  11  com- 
prises one  hundred  and  ninety-live  acres,  the  im- 
provements having  been  placed  there  principally 
since  its  purchase  by  him. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Fletcher  occurred  at  the 
residence  of  his  father  on  section  2,  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  July  18,  1849,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Malansy,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Harriett  (Wade) 
Monroe,  and  a  sister  of  Ebenezer  W.  Monroe,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, who  was  a  cousin  of  the  President  of  that 
name,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in  March,  1804, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  related  to  Benjamin  Wade, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  December  14,  1806. 
Their  first  home  after  marriage  was  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.;  later  they  spent  four  years  in 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  came  to 
Michigan  in  January,  1838,  settling  in  Porter 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  where  Mr.  Monroe 


died  suddenly  in  November,  1874.  Mrs.  Monroe 
passed  away  in  Buchanan,  Mich.,  November,  1881. 

Mrs.  Fletcher,  who  is  one  of  the  twelve  chil- 
dren in  the  Monroe  family,  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.Y.,  June  5, 1830,  and  accompanied  her 
parents  first  to  Ohio  and  later  to  this  State,  where 
she  was  reared  to  womanhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fletcher  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
OraA.,wife  of  George  Harrison;  Alice  J.,  who 
married  Byron  Carney;  Harriet  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Taylor;  Walker  E.,  who  married  Miss  Alta 
Howard;  and  Clara  M.,  tlie  wife  of  Lewis  John- 
son. 

Especially  in  educational  matters,  Mr.  Fletcher 
maintains  a  deep  interest  and  has  aided  the 
schools  of  the  district  in  every  way  possible.  Mrs. 
Fletcher  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. In  addition  to  the  offices  already  mentioned, 
he  served  for  four  years  with  marked  efficienc}^  as 
Deputy  Sheriff  and  there,  as  in  every  position  to 
which  his  fellow-citizens  have  called  him,  he  has 
proved  the  possession  of  great  executive  ability 
and  a  warm  interest  in  the  public  welfare. 


ENRY  A.  TALLMAN.  The  owner  of  the 
farm  on  section  20,  Alamo  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
^  and  influential  citizens  of  this  district. 
His  career  has  been  identified  for  many  years  with 
the  growth  of  the  agricultural  district  wherein  he 
lives.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
November  2,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  James  Tall- 
man,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  his  birth 
having  occurred  July  27,  1796.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  1754,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  calling. 

James  Tallman  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  and, 
locating  in  Lodi  Plains,  Washtenaw  County,  made 
his  home  there  for  two  years.  He  then  came  to 
Alamo  Township,  this  county,  where  he  had  previ- 
ously purchased  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  A  few  families  had  located  here  in  that 
early  day,  but  the  country  was  little  more  than  a 
wilderness,  and  Mr.  Tallman  had  to  cut  the  road 
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through  in  order  to  reach  his  tract.  He  erected  a 
board  shanty,  and  began  the  work  of  clearing  and 
improving  his  land.  The  forests  abounded  in 
deer  and  wild  animals,  and  Indians  were  very 
numerous  indeed. 

The  trip  to  the  new  State  of  Michigan  was  made 
overland,  the  parental  family,  which  included  six 
children,  occupying  the  wagon,  which  also  con- 
tained the  household  effects.  James  Tallman  died, 
April  26,  1874,  and  left  to  his  family  a  hand- 
some property.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Elizabeth  Yedder,  and  was  born  in  New  York,  in 
1800;  she  died  January  15,  1863. 

Henry  A.  Tallman  was  the  youngest  of  his 
parents'  children,  and  was  given  *  common-school 
education,  attending  school,  which  was  conducted 
on  the  rate-bill  system,  in  an  old  tamarack  log 
school  house.  He  remained  at  home,  assisting  his 
father,  until  reaching  his  majority,  and  then  began 
farming  for  himself,  having  purchased  his  present 
estate.  Only  a  small  portion  of  his  farm  was 
cleared  at  that  time,  and  he  set  himself  industrious- 
ly to  work  to  improve  his  entire  purchase.  He  has 
been  a  resident  on  his  present  farm  for  thirty-seven 
years,  and  his  estate  ranks  among  the  very  best 
found  in  Kalamazoo  County.  In  the  early  days, 
Mr.  Tallman  was  very  fond  of  hunting,  and  has 
killed  many  deer  and  bears. 

Miss  Phebe  Vanarsdale  became  Mrs.  Tallman 
February  26,  1854.  She  was  born  in  Auburn 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Garret 
and  Phebe  Yanarsdale,  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  the  mother  passed  away  in  1847.  The 
father  came  to  Michigan  in  1851,  and  located  in 
Washtenaw  County,  where  he  died  four  years 
later.  He  married  again  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  and  prior  to  his  coming  to  the  Wolverine 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tallman  have  three  children, 
viz:  James G.  married  Miss  Jennie  De  Waten,and 
is  farming  in  Kalamazoo  County;  Lizzie  G.,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Holmes,  lives  in  Dubuque,  Iowa; 
and  Martha  W.,  Mrs.  Milo  McCall,  of  Kalamazoo 
County. 

In  politics,  the  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  been  sent  as  a  delegate  to  count}^. 


district  and  State  conventions.  He  served  his 
fellow-townsmen  six  years  as  Treasurer,  and  Super- 
visvor  for  six  years.  In  1869,  he  erected  a  hand- 
some dwelling  on  his  estate,  which  bears  all  the 
modern  conveniences.  He  devotes  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  raising  good  grades  of  stock,  and,  all  in 
all,  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists of  Kalamazoo  County.  Mrs.  Tallman  is 
a  very  intelligent  and  cultured  lady,  and  has 
aided  her  husband  greatly  in  attaining  his  present 
high  standing  in  the  community. 


\fl  OHN  F.  CHAPIN,  M.  D.  The  best  biography 
of  every  successful  business  man  is  sure  to 
be  his  own  works;  they  record  all  that  has 
happened  to  him,  and  all  tiiat  produced  a 
permanent  effect  upon  his  mind  and  heart.  Know- 
ing them,  the  personality  of  names,  places  and 
dates  is  important  only  as  it  enables  the  reader  to 
place  one  step  of  his  mental  growth  before  or  after 
another. 

The  well-known  and  skillful  physician  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch  enjoys  an  extended 
reputation,  both  professionally  and  socially.  He 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in 
Huntington  Yalley,  Luzerne  County,  June  2, 1838. 
His  parents,  Ammi  and  Mary  (Blish)  Chapin,  were 
born,  reared  and  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the 
Keystone  State,  where  now  they  lie  buried.  John 
F.  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  place, 
receiving  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  village,  and  later  attending  the  New  Colum- 
bus Academy,  after  which  he  at  once  commenced 
the  study  of  his  profession. 

After  taking  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  our  subject  entered  the 
University  of  Yermont,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1862.  He  at  once  opened  an  office  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Cambra,  Pa.,  with  his 
former  preceptor,  William  Barrett,  now  deceased, 
in  which  place  and  in  Benton,  the  same  State,  he 
was  located  for  eighteen  years,  acquiring  an  ex- 
tensive practice  and  an  established  reputation  for 
professional  skill.  In  May,  1880,  he  came  West 
to   Schoolcraft,   of  which  he    is    now    the   oldest 
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surviving  practitioner.  His  reputation  extends 
tlirougliout  the  county,  and  his  practice  is  large 
and  lucrative. 

The  demands  of  his  profession  are  such  that  he 
can  give  little  attention  to  political  affairs,  al- 
though the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens  is  a  mat- 
ter of  deep  interest  to  him.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  in  Bloomsburg,  Columbia 
County,  Pa.,  December  26,  1865,  with  Miss  Mary 
Bidleman,  and  they  have  one  son,  Claudius  B., 
now  a  student  in  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lans- 
ing, and  an  intelligent  young  man.  The  social 
position  occupied  by  the  family  is  the  highest,  and 
they  are  esteemed  wherever  known. 


^£ 


^ 


'jfOSEPH  A.  EDMONDS,  Jr.,  a  resident  of 
Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo  Count}^,  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  Edmonds,  who  was  born  in 
1780,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
when  twenty  years  old  went  to  the  western  part  of 
New  York,  where  he  engaged  in  hunting  and  trafD- 
ping  and  had  many  narrow  escapes.  He  bought 
Goverment  land  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  New 
Berlin  and  died  there  in  1856.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Phebe  Wilbur,  of  old  English-Quaker  descent, 
and  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
February  26,  1825,  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  He 
lived  at  home  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  life  on  his  own  responsibility,  but  prior 
to  that  time  he  had  taken  charge  of  the  affairs  at 
home  on  account  of  his  parents'  old  age.  He  was 
married  when  twenty-four  to  Miss  Matilda  Chap- 
man in  Oxford,  N.  Y.  They  lived  in  the  town  of 
Norwich,  Chenango  County,  until  the  fall  of  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country  in 
Company  H,  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  served 
for  three  years.  He  participated  in  fifteen  differ- 
ent battles,  the  first  being  at  Winchester  and  the 
last  at  Gettysburg.  He  was  then  detailed  to  the 
Commissary    Department,    serving   in  that  until 


he  was  discharged  in  1864.  He  was  among  the 
few  fortunate  ones,  never  having  to  be  off  duty  on 
account  of  sickness  or  disability. 

After  leaving  the  service  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Ed- 
monds came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Oshtemo 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  has  a 
splendid  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on 
sections  3  and  10.  He  is  a  prosperous  farmer,  and 
shows  great  sagaciousness  in  the  management  of  his 
estate.  Mr.  Edmonds  is  the  father  of  two  children: 
Rosabelle,  who  married  George  Jones,  a  farmer, 
and  Ella  Matilda,  the  wife  of  William  Kammerer, 
who  is  working  the  place  for  Mr.  Edmonds.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kammerer  have  one  child,  a  bright  boy 
three  years  of  age.  Our  subject  is  a  strong 
Republican  in  his  political  views  and  was  a 
Whig  before  the  organization  of  that  party 
Religiously,  he  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  good  wife  died 
August  25,  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and 
is  truly  mourned  by  her  husband  and  family. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Edmonds,  which  is 
presented  on  another  page. 


eHARLES  BARNARD.  One  of  the  most 
valuable  and  highly  improved  farms  of 
_  Kalamazoo  County  is  owned  and  cultivated 
by  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
He  is  a  resident  of  section  29,  of  Kalamazoo 
Township,  and  was  born  m  this  county,  May  8, 
1843.  His  father,  Thomas  W.  Barnard,  a  native 
of  Rockingham  County,  N.  H.,  was  born  October 
14,  1810,  and  his  father  in  turn,  Moses  Barnard, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  his  son.  The 
Barnard  family  is  of  English  descent.  In  an  early 
day,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  went  to  Alle- 
ghany County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1832  came  to  this 
State,  where  he  resided  with  a  daughter  in  Berrien 
County  until  his  death.  He  was  an  active  Demo- 
crat in  politics. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  when  he  went  to  New  York  with  his  parents 
and  twenty-two  when  he  journeyed  to  this  county. 
He  was  a  poor  man  but  was  enabled  to  locate  one 
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hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  land,  and  at  one  time  owned 
five  hundred  acres.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
March  15,  1876,  he  bequeathed  to  his  children 
that  measure  of  prosperity  which  they  now  enjoy, 
and,  what  they  value  far  more  highly,  the  heritage 
of  an  honest  name. 

At  the  time  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Barnard,  the 
Kalamazoo  Telegraph  published  the  following 
obituary  notice:  Thomas  Wilson  Barnard,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Kalamazoo  Township, 
and  a  citizen  kaown  to  nearly  all  the  early  pio- 
neers of  Western  Michigan.  He  came  to  this  place 
from  New  York  in  1832,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Wood's  Lake  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
township,  where  he  has  ever  since  lived.  He  was  a 
man  of  marked  character  and  sterling  integrity. 
He  was  selected  in  the  early  days  to  bear  a  prom- 
inent part  in  the  opening  of  roads  and  in  organ- 
izing town  affairs,  and,  as  a  Highway  Commis- 
sioner, nearly  all  the  first  roads  were  laid  out 
and  worked  under  his  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  an  excellent  farmer  and  one 
of  the  most  industrious  of  men  and  secured  inde- 
pendence, but  his  latter  years  were  clouded  hy  a  pain- 
ful disease,  which  finally  terminated  his  life  in  his 
sixty-sixth  year. 

Lazetta  Sutherland,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  October  8, 
1815,  and  came  to  Michigan,  in  1837.  Their  mar- 
riage took  place  April  8,  1838.  She  did  not  pos- 
sess the  physical  constitution  needed  for  the  en- 
durance of  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  but  by  her 
frugality  did  her  full  share  in  the  accumulation  of 
the  property  that  went  to  provide  homes  for  their 
children.  She  survived  her  husband  about  two 
years  and  nine  months,  dying  Decemb(ir  30,  1878. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  Marion,  Charles,  Harriet  (wife  of  C.  G. 
Weed),  and  Jessie  (wife  of  Wesley  French). 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
upon  a  farm,  and  he  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  started 
out  in  life  with  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres 
of  good  land,  on  which  he  placed  fine  buildings. 
At  present  he  owns  an  area  of  one  hundred  and 
forty -three  acres,  on  which  he  is  conducting  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising.  February  23, 
1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  R.,  only 
daughter  of  Daniel  W.  Finch,  who  is  of  English- 


Scotch    descent,  and    was   born  July  13,  1851,  in 
Jackson  County,  Mich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnard  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  a  foster  son,  Morris  D.,  born  August 
6, 1877,  in  Kalamazoo  County,whom  they  took  into 
their  home  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years  and 
who  is  now  a  bright  boy  of  fifteen.  This  worthy 
couple  are  refined  and  well  educated,  Mr.  Barnard 
having  attended  the  Kalamazoo  Baptist  College 
and  his  wife  receiving  her  education  in  the  Kala- 
mazoo High  School.  They  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  occupy  a 
high  place  in  the  regard  of  their  friends. 


-^^ 


-4- 


^|,  LFRED    B.  DORRANCE  is  distinguished 
lJjI    in  the  present  annals  of  Kalamazoo  County 


as  the  oldest  resident  in  the  township  of 
Pavilion,  of  which  he  was  an  early  pio- 
neer, and  is  to-day  numbered  among  its  wealthiest 
farmers.  He  is  of  New  England  birth,  born  in  the 
city  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  July  27,  1814,  coming 
of  fine  old  Revolutionary  stock  that  was  originally 
derived  from  the  Huguenots  of  France,  three 
brothers  of  that  race  by  the  name  of  Dorrance 
coming  to  this  country  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
and  thus  founding  the  family  in  New  England. 
Our  subject's  grandfather  Dorrance  was  one  of 
Washington's  captains  during  the  Revolution,  and 
was  with  him  at  Valley  Forge  during  the  terrible 
winter  of  the  encampment  of  the  Continental  sol- 
diers at  that  place.  His  brave  soldierly  spirit  de- 
scended to  his  son  George,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  the  youngest  of  twelve  children,  and 
he,  too,  became  a  captain  of  American  troops,  fight- 
ing against  the  British  in  the  War  of  1812. 

George  Dorrance  was  born  in  Rhode  Island. 
He  was  a  jeweler  and  carried  on  his  business  in  his 
native  State  until  his  removal  to  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  similarly  engaged.  He  was  a 
man  of  singular  probity  and  of  correct  habits,  ad- 
vanced in  his  religious  views,  an  exemplary  Chris- 
tian and  a  Deacon  in  the  Universalist  Church.  He 
died  in  New  York  State  at  the  age  of  fifty-four, 
and  his  death  was  greatly  mourned  in  his  commu- 
nity.    His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 
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She  is  supposed  to  have  been  of  German  descent, 
and  her  name  was  Nancy  A.  Warner.  She  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  In  her  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  had  one  of  its  most  consistent 
members.  Her  father  and  her  brothers  were  sailors 
and  were  lost  at  sea.  But  very  little  is  known  of 
the  family. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  three  are  living.  He  was  but 
two  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  from  their 
old  home  in  New  England  to  Orleans  County ,N.  Y., 
where  he  was  reared  in  the  small  town  of  Albion. 
He  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  district 
school  and  in  Phipp's  Seminary  in  his  native 
town.  When  he  became  self-supporting,  he  worked 
out  by  the  month  on  a  farm  and  also  chopped  wood 
at  twenty-live  cents  a  cord,  and  with  the  money 
thus  earned  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land.  He 
came  to  the  State  of  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1835, 
and  after  working  a  month  at  Grand  Rapids  came 
to  Kalamazoo  County  and  was  engaged  as  a  laborer 
by  the  month  for  some  time.  He  bought  eight}^ 
acres  of  land  in  December,  1835,  and  the  deed 
signed  by  Martin  Van  Buren  is  still  in  his  posses- 
sion. There  were  no  houses  nearer  than  six  miles 
when  he  bought  his  place,  and  it  was  wild  and 
desolate.  He  did  not  settle  there  then  but  worked 
out  by  the  month  for  three  years  at  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  mar- 
ried his  employer's  daughter.  They  rented  a  shanty 
at  first  in  which  to  begin  housekeeping,  but  he  soon 
built  a  cabin  in  which  tliey  lived  two  years. 

Mr.  Dorrance  worked  away  from  home  and  his 
wife  was  left  alone  for  several  days  at  a  time, 
when  she  would  see  no  human  face,  and  the  lone- 
liness of  her  situation  at  night  was  emphasized  by 
the  howling  of  the  wolves  in  the  forest  near  by. 
She  and  her  husband  had  a  full  experience  of  the 
trials  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  but  they  bore 
themselves  bravely,  and  with  unfailing  courage 
faced  the  difficulties  before  them  in  the  upbuilding 
of  a  home.  Money  was  very  scarce  in  those  days, 
especially  in  the  era  of  wild-cat  financiering,  when 
Mr.  Dorrance  could  hardly  get  enough  to  pay  his 
taxes.  He  had  to  pay  $8  a  barrel  for  salt,  and  some- 
times was  obliged  to  exchange  produce  for  it  and 
for  provisions.  Notwithstanding  all  that  he  had  to 


contend  with,  he  prospered,  and  now  has  as  good 
a  farm  as  is  to  be  found  in  Pavilion  Township, 
consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  36,  mostly  cleared  up  by  his  own  hand, 
and  amply  supplied  with  good  buildings.  In  1882, 
he  erected  a  large  frame  residence  and  has  three 
large  barns,  a  granary  and  other  necessary  out- 
buildings. He  devotes  his  farm  to  mixed  farming, 
having  it  stocked  with  a  good  class  of  stock,  and 
hires  his  work  done,  although  he  superintends  it. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  have  lived  to- 
gether more  than  half  a  century  in  an  enjoyable 
wedded  life,  upon  which  they  entered  July  8,  1838. 
Mrs.  Dorrance  was  born  in  P^rie  County,  Pa.,  Au- 
gust 31,  1820,  her  maiden  name  being  Lucinda  C. 
Stone.  She  is  the  mother  of  fifteen  children,  of 
whom  she  has  reared  eleven,  who  are  yet  living,  as 
follows:  Mary  J.,  Jay  B.,  Delia  B.,Wart  T.,  Esther 
E.,  Frank  B.,  Nellie  J.,  Charles  E.,  Fred  A.,  Allie 
A.  and  William  H.  Two  live  in  Nebraska,  one  in 
Dakota,  two  in  Tennessee,  one  in  Virginia,  one  in 
Northern  Michigan  and  two  are  here. 

A  residence  in  this  county  of  nearly  fift3^-four 
years  constitutes  Mr.  Dorrance  one  of  our  most 
venerable  pioneers,  and  his  life  work  here  places 
him  among  our  most  valued  citizens,  who  has 
greatly  aided  in  reclaiming  the  country  from  the 
forest  wilds.  His  record  shows  him  to  be  a  man 
of  spotless  reputation  and  exemplary  habits,  who 
is  always  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  right.  He  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and  was  a  fiery  Abolitionist 
before  and  during  the  war.  His  fellow-citizens, 
appreciating  his  merits,  have  elected  him  to  public 
offices,  but  he  would  never  qualify,  as  he  had  no 
taste  for  civic  life. 


[IL^  ENRY  SPRINGER.  Although  now  in  his 
ightieth  year  (1892),  this  gentleman  is 
very  vigorous  in  mind  and  body,  and,  re- 
^)  spected  and  honored  by  all  who  know  him, 
is  passing  the  twilight  of  his  life  retired  from 
active  labor  on  his  farm  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Vicksburgh.  His  residence,  which  was 
erected  in  1871,  is   an   attractive   frame  building, 
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and  the  lawn  is  surrounded  by  a  neatly-trimmed 
evergreen  hedge,  making  the  place  one  of  the 
prettiest  in  the  village.  For  the  past  twenty  years 
he  has  rented  the  farm  and  derives  a  good  income 
from  its  cultivation. 

Mr.  Springer  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa., 
March  28,  1813,  and  is  of  German  descent.  His 
father,  Henry,  who  was  a  native  of  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  was  a  chair-maker  by  trade  and  also  made 
many  spinning  wheels.  As  time  advanced  and 
spinning  wheels  went  out  of  date  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  learned  of  a  place,  St.  Catharines,  in  Canada, 
where  they  were  extensively  used,  and  accordingly 
moved  there  and  followed  his  trade  until  his 
death  at  eighty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Elizabeth  (Swartz- 
lener)  Springer,  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
of  German  descent,  her  grandfather  having  emi- 
grated to  America  from  Germany.  She  attained 
to  the  great  old  age  of  ninety-six  years  and  seven 
months,  and  reared  a  family  of  eight  children, 
viz:  Samuel,  John,  Henry  Charles,  Levi,  Aaron, 
Eve  and  Eliza.  Five  members  of  the  family  still 
survive,  all  of  whom  are  past  the  prime  of  life. 
Henry  Springer,  our  subject,  resided  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  he  was  twenty-one,  in  the  meantime 
working  at  various  occupations  and  on  the  farm. 
Although  he  worked  to  some  extent  at  his  father's 
.  trade,  he  had  no  taste  for  it  and  sought  more 
congenial  pursuits. 

After  he  was  twenty  years  old,  Mr.  Springer 
learned  the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed more  or  less  for  thirty  years.  He  assisted 
in  building  the  canal  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa.  In 
1835,  he  moved  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  1848,  and  in 
October  of  that  year  came  to  Michigan,  the  jour- 
ney from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  being  made  by  boat, 
and  from  Detroit  to  Kalamazoo  by  rail.  He  had 
been  advised  by  a  friend  to  come  to  Vicksburgh 
and  open  up  a  cabinet-maker's  shop,  and  he  finally 
reached  this  place  in  a  wagon. 

When  he  came  here,  Mr.  Springer  was  very 
poor,  lacking  $15  of  having  enough  money  to 
pay  the  freight  on  his   household  goods,  and  be- 


sides having  a  wife  and  five  children  depen- 
dent upon  his  exertions.  After  working  at  his 
trade  for  a  short  time,  our  subject  bought  six 
acres  of  land  and  built  a  small  house  at  an 
actual  expense  of  only  fifty  cents.  The  newly- 
settled  country  proved  very  unhealthy  and  the 
family  suffered  greatly  with  the  ague  until, 
through  sickness  and  other  misfortunes,  Mr. 
Springer  was  involved  to  the  extent  of  $300.  But 
with  strong  hands  and  willing  brain  he  pulled 
through  and  paid  every  dollar  of  his  indebted- 
ness. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Springer  bought  eighty  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  then  heavily  wooded  and  con- 
taining no  improvements.  Deer,  wild  turkeys 
and  bears  were  still  to  be  seen  and  the  surround- 
ings were  primitive.  It  required  an  enormous 
amount  of  hard  work  to  clear  the  land  and  bring 
it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  but  this  he  ac- 
complished, building  also  a  frame  house  and  add- 
ing forty-four  acres  to  his  original  purchase.  He 
is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
acres,  forty  of  which  lie  in  the  village.  Three 
acres  were  sold  to  the  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana 
Railroad,  which  runs  past  his  residence. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Springer  to  Miss  Rosanna 
Dorry  took  place  October  9,  1835.  Mrs.  Springer 
was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  January  19,  1815, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Louisa  (Lind- 
sley)  Dorry,  who  were,  so  far  as  known,  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  By  trade  Mr.  Dorry  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  settled  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  when  eighty-four.  His  wife  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Springer  have  six  children,  all  but  one  of  whom 
attained  to  maturity,  viz:  William,  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  in  Chase  County,  Kan.;  Warren,  who 
is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Emily,  formerly  the  wife 
of  John  Reed,  of  Missouri,  but  now  deceased; 
Mary  J.,  Mrs.  Cotton,  who  resides  in  Luddington, 
this  State;  and  Harriet  H.,  whose  home  is  in 
Vicksburg.  The  second  son,  Warren,  is  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  in  Chicago  and  is  worth 
about  $2,000,000,  his  annual  rents  amounting  to 
over  $200,000.  He  began  after  the  fire  by  pick- 
ing up  old  iron  and  selling  it,  and  from  that 
humble  position  has  arisen  to  wealth. 
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Being  of  an  inventive  turn  of  mind,  Mr. 
Springer  has  contrived  a  number  of  practical  in- 
ventions, and  has  patents  on  a  spring- tooth  culti- 
vator, milk  pail  and  grass  sower.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  has  voted  at  every  Presi- 
dential election  since  the  first  term  of  Jackson. 
Mrs.  Springer  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  many  years,  and  he  has 
contributed  generously  to  its  support,  as  well  as  to 
every  charitable  measure  appealing  to  his  aid.  His 
life  has  been  an  industrious  one  and  he  is  still 
quite  active,  notwithstanding  his  advanced  age. 
It  is  the  wish  of  their  hosts  of  friends  that  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  may  be  spared  for  many  years, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  prosperity. 
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G"  EORGE  C.  PEASE,  M.  D.,  of  Fulton,  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  distinguished  phy- 
sicians in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  is  also 
numbered  among  its  wealthy  citizens,  as  he  is  gifted 
with  keen  business  acumen  as  well  as  with  profes- 
sional talent.  Although  the  most  of  liis  life  has  been 
passed  in  Michigan,  Ohio  is  his  native  State,  his 
birthplace  in  Troy,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Jan- 
uary 15,  1847.  He  is  a  son  of  John  B.  Pease,  a 
well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  this 
county. 

John  B.  Pease  was  born  in  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1818,  and  is  of  mingled  English  and  Scotch 
blood.  He  went  to  Ohio  when  j^oung,  and  began 
life  there  as  a  pioneer  farmer  near  Columbus.  He 
was  subsequently  married  at  Norwalk  to  Miss 
Cyntha  Burr,  who  is  a  native  of  Canandaigua,  N. 
Y.,  born  March  14,  1823,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent. 
She  is  an  earnest,  pure-hearted  Christian,  and  one 
of  the  most  active  working  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  this  place.  To  her  and 
her  husband  have  been  born  four  children,  namely: 
George  C;  Julia  L.,  wife  of  Ira  W.  Mclntjre,  a 
wagon  manufacturer  at  Petoskey;  Mary  L.,  Mrs. 
Green,  now  deceased;  Aurrilla,  wife  of  Ephraim 
Frost,  a  farmer  in  this  vicinity. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Pease  located  in  Lorain 
County,  and  was  exceedingly  prospered  in  his  call- 
ing, opening  up  several  new  farms,  and  becoming 


one  of  the  substantial,  well-to-do  citizens  of  that 
part  of  Ohio.  He  finally  disposed  of  his  property 
there  and  came  to  Michigan,  arriving  in  this  county 
November  7,  1858,  having  traveled  hither  with  his 
family  in  a  covered  wagon.  He  bought  fifty  acres 
of  timber  land  a  half  mile  south  of  Fulton,  erected 
a  log  house  with  a  shake  roof,  and  then  actively 
devoted  himself  to  the  pioneer  labors  of  clearing 
his  land  and  developing  a  farm.  In  the  busy  years 
that  followed,  he  put  his  place  under  substantial 
improvement,  and  is  still  living  upon  it  in  one  of 
the  most  comfortable  of  homes.  He  is  a  person  of 
strong  sense,  of  a  clear,  well-balanced  mind,  and  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  kindest-hearted  men  that  ever 
lived.  In  church  matters,  he  is  a  Unitarian.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican. 

Dr.  Pease  lived  on  a  farm  in  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  the  first  twelve  years  of  his  life,  and  there 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  liberal  education  in  a  dis- 
trict school  that  was  taught  under  the  old  rate-bill 
system,  an  old  "elementary  speller ''and  "McGuffey's 
Reader"  constituting  his  text-books.  The  country 
roundabout  his  early  home  as  well  as  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  new  home  after  the  removal  of  the  fam- 
ily to  this  county  was  in  a  wild  and  sparsely  set- 
tled condition,  and  he  can  well  remember  when 
deer  and  other  wild  game  were  plentiful  in  his 
boyhood  days.  He  attended  school  in  Wakeshma 
Township  soon  after  coming  here.  He  was  ambi- 
tious to  become  a  physician,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  he  began  studying  medicine  at  home,  read- 
ing up  on  anatomy  and  physiology  every  spare 
moment,  devoting  himself  night  and  day  to  his 
studies  when  not  working  on  the  farm.  He  was 
desirous  of  earning  money  to  pursue  his  studies  at 
a  medical  institution,  and  he  took  jobs  at  chopping 
wood,  clearing  in  that  manner  fifty-two  acres  of 
timber.  In  the  spring  of  1872,  after  two  years  of 
study  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Eli  H.  CoUer  and  Dr. 
Oscar  F.  Sealey,  at  Climax,  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  and 
was  graduated  with  honor  March  24,  1875. 

Upon  leaving  college,  Dr.  Pease  returned  to  Ful- 
ton with  no  definite  purpose  of  settling  here  to 
practice,  but  he  was  at  once  called  into  service, 
and  has  never  doffed  his  professional  harness. 
From  the  very  beginning  he  showed  himself  to  be 
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peculiarly  skillful  in  performing  difficult  surgical 
operations,  and  critical  cases  seem  to  be  his  forte, 
so  successful  is  he  in  their  treatment.  The  first 
thing  that  he  had  to  do  when  he  began  to  practice 
was  to  ligate  a  dorsalis  pedis-artery,  and  the  next 
was  to  ligate  a  posterior  occipital  artery,  and  he  at 
once  dropped  into  a  big  practice,  which  is  the 
largest  of  any  physician  for  many  miles  around. 
He  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  medical  knowl- 
edge, and  besides  having  a  large  and  valuable 
library  in  which  are  the  best  medical  works  of  the 
century,  he  takes  seven  medical  journals.  He  is 
also  an  active  and  interested  member  of  various 
medical  societies,  whose  meetings  he  attends  regu- 
larly. He  is  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine at  Kalamazoo,  the  State  Medical  Society,  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  also  prominent 
in  other  social  organizations.  He  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellow  lodges  at  Fulton  and  Mendon;  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  36,  K.  of  P.,  at  Vicksburg; 
and  of  Lodge  No.  254,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Fulton, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  lodges  in  this  part  of  the 
country;  also  a  member  of  Galesburg  Chapter  and 
Peninsular  Commandery  No.  8,  of  Kalamazoo.  He 
takes  a  great  interest  in  these  various  lodges,  and 
has  one  of  the  finest  swords  in  the  State  used  in 
Masonic  Commandery  work,  and  also  an  elegant 
suit  and  regalia  of  the  Knight  Templar  Rank.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  decided  Republican,  but, 
although  he  has  been  solicited  to  take  office,  he  is 
too  busy  to  devote  any  time  to  political  and  pub- 
lic matters. 

The  Doctor  has  shown  himself  in  his  career  to 
be  a  wide-awake  business  man,  as  he  entered  upon 
it  rich  only  in  ambition,  energy  and  a  well-trained 
brain  to  do  his  bidding,  and,  with  no  more  capital, 
he  has  become  wealthy.  He  has  a  valuable  property 
at  Fulton,  consisting  of  fourteen  lots  besides  other 
land,  and  a  handsome,  large  frame  residence,  finely 
furnished,  which  he  built  in  1879.  He  has  con- 
siderable mone}^  invested  in  horses,  of  which  he  is 
a  dear  lover,  and  has  some  fine  roadsters  that  he 
can  drive  fourteen  miles  an  hour.  He  has  a  Sussex 
colt  that  is  said  to  be  as  fine  as  any  in  the  State. 

To  the  lady  who  presides  so  graciously  over  his 
home  and  cordially  unites  with  him  in  extending 
a  charming  hospitality  to  any  who  cross  its  thres- 


hold. Dr.  Pease  was  married  December  24,  1871. 
Mrs.  Pease,  formerly  Phebe  M.  Smith,  is  a  native 
of  this  State,  born  at  Saline,  in  Washtenaw  County, 
October  19,  1853. 

See  accompanying  portrait  of  Dr.  Pease. 
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ROBERT  ROOF.  No  man  has  played  a  more 
important  part  in  promoting  the  rise  and 
growth  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Kala- 
mazoo County  than  Robert  Roof,  who  is 
honored  as  one  of  its  pioneers,  and  is  one  of  its 
most  extensive  farmers  and  stock-raisers,  and  its 
largest  land-holder,  and  he  has  built  up  a  beautiful 
home  on  section  35,  Charleston  Township. 

Mr.  Roof  was  born  in  Stillwater  Township, 
Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  May  11,  1822.  His  father, 
Jacob  Roof,  was  a  native  of  the  same  town  and 
was  a  life-long  resident  of  the  place.  His  business 
was  that  of  a  farmer,  in  which  he  was  extensively 
engaged,  having  a  large  and  finely  improved  farm. 
He  married  Phebe  Morris,  a  native  of  Hampton 
Township,  Sussex  County,  N.  J.  Her  father, 
Moses  Morris,  was  a  large  farmer  in  that  town- 
ship. The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
their  birthplace,  and  there  died,  his  death  occur- 
ring at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  her's  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  They  had  six  children, 
five  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  The  father  was  the  first  to  die,  and 
since  then  the  mother  and  four  of  the  children 
have  gone.  The  three  remaining  are:  Christopher, 
a  resident  of  New  Jeisey;  Mary,  widow  of  Henry 
Whittaker,  and  a  resident  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  and 
Robert,  of  whom  we  write. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  the  fourth 
child  and  fourth  son  of  the  family.  He  grew  up 
in  his  native  place  to  a  vigorous,  and  self-reliant 
manhood.  He  staid  with  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty-six  years  old,  helping  him  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  large  farming  interests.  He  obtained 
a  very  good  education  in  the  district  schools, 
which  he  attended  whenever  an  opportunity  of- 
fered. In  1848,  at  the  age  mentioned,  he  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  to  try  life  here  among  the  pio- 
neers, and  to   join  his  fortune  with  theirs.     For 
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four  years,  be  worked  by  the  month  for  Hiram 
Moore,  in  Charleston  Township,  that  gentleman 
being  the  one  who  took  up  the  land  which  our 
subject  now  owns.  From  1852  until  1855,  he  was 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  grain  and  horses, 
and  did  a  thriving  business  in  that  line,  making 
his  headquarters  a  part  of  the  time  in  Kankakee, 
III,  though  still  having  his  home  in  Michigan.  In 
1855,  he  invested  in  sixty-three  acres  of  land  on 
section  36,  Charleston  Township,  and  located  on 
the  same  that  year.  There  were  no  buildings  on  the 
place  when  it  came  into  his  possession,  and  he 
rented  a  house  to  live  in  while  he  developed  his 
land.  Four  years  later,  he  added  one  hundred  and 
thirty  three  acres  to  his  farm  on  the  same  section, 
the  latter  purchase  having  house  and  barns. 

Mr.  Roof  traded  his  first  farm  for  his  present 
homestead,  which  comprises  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  exceptionally  fine  farming  land.  He 
subsequently  purchased  sevent,y  acres  of  land  on 
section  27,  of  the  same  township,  another  seventy- 
acre  tract  on  section  26,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
acres  on  the  same  section  joining  it,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  acres  in  Comstock  Township,  ninety 
acres  in  Calhoun  County,  forty  acres  on  section  22, 
Kalamazoo  Township,  and  in  all  he  has  purchased 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Michigan.  He 
has  given  his  son-in-law  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  acres  in  Comstock  Township,  which  is  still  in 
his  name,  however,  he  retaining  the  title  as  long 
as  he  lives.  He  has  given  his  son  Morris  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  acres  of  land  and  has  sold 
some.  He  also  gave  his  son  $3,000  in  cash.  His 
extensive  landed  possessions  make  him  the  largest 
landed  proprietor  in  the  county,  and  he  is  also  exten- 
sively interested  in  stock-raising  and  dealing.  He 
has  sold  as  much  as  $9,000  worth  at  one  sale,  and 
has  stock  valued  at  that  on  hand  now,  besides  hav- 
ing sold  $3,200  worth  this  year.  He  is  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  business  enterprise  and  keen- 
ness in  money  matters.  His  judgment  in  regard  to 
stock  is  remarkably  accurate,  and  his  opinion  is 
greatly  valued  and  much  sought  for  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  others  of  his  numerous  acquaintance.  Our 
subject  has  literally  been  "the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,"  as  $15  was  his  sole  capital  when  he  en- 
tered upon  the  responsibilities  of  life  on  his  own 


account.  From  that  small  beginning,  he  has 
amassed,  wealth  and  is  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the 
county.  His  home  place  is  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive in  this  locality,  the  land  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  a  handsome  set  of  building  adorning 
it,  and  everything  well  kept  and  orderly.  He 
erected  his  first  house  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  and  in 
six  months  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  next 
year,  he  built  his  present  elegant,  handsomely  ap- 
pointed residence  at  the  same  cost.  It  is  a  com- 
modious, two-story  brick  structure,  of  a  pleasing 
style  of  architecture,  convenient  and  comfortable 
in  its  interior  arrangements,  and  well  furnished. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha Haliock,  who  presides  graciously  over  their 
home,  and  unites  with  him  in  welcoming  with  a 
kindly  and  courteous  hospitality  whosoever  may 
cross  their  threshold.  Mrs.  Roof  was  born  in  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  V.  C.  and  Catherine  (O'Neal) 
Haliock,  with  whom  she  came  to  Michigan.  Her 
mother  is  still  living,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and 
is  a  welcome  inmate  of  her  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roof  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  Minnie,  wife  of 
John  Struble,  of  Comstock  Township;  Morris  J., 
a  resident  of  Climax,  and  George,  who  is  at  home 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  Roof  is  a  man  of  resources, 
has  a  well- poised  intellect,  is  quick  to  think  and 
prompt  to  act,  and  he  is  independent  in  all  things. 
He  is  a  true  Democrat  in  politics,  but  he  exercises 
his  right  to  vote  for  whom  he  pleases  in  local 
affairs,  and  the  best  man  for  the  office  is  sure  of 
his  support,  regardless  of  party.  He  is  well  known 
as  a  Mason,  having  been  a  member  of  the  order 
for  thirty-five  years,  and  his  social  relations  are 
with  the  lodge  of  the  village  of  Climax. 


'    *    ^3- 
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C|^^  ATHAN  8.  KINNEY,  the  present  efficient 
11  ///  Supervisor  of  Oshtemo  Township,  Kala- 
W/^)  mazoo  County,  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1844,  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  this 
county.  He  is  a  son  of  Niles  Hartwell  Kinney,  a 
native  of  New  York,  born  in  the  year  1800,  and 
an  early  settler  in  Michigan.  He  took  land  from 
the   Government  on   Prairie   Ronde,  one  of  the 
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handsomest  parts  of  the  country  in  this  section, 
and  cleared  two  hundred  acres.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  a  well-known  and  influential  man. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Speers, 
she  being  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  married  to 
the  father  of  our  subject  in  Huron  County,  her 
native  State.  To  her  were  born  six  children, 
our  subject  being  the  youngest.  Four  others  are 
now  living:  D. C,  the  eldest,  residing  on  the  old 
homestead;  Mrs.  P.  H.  Sayles  makes  her  home  in 
the  northern  part  of  Oceana  County,  Mich.,  her 
husband  going  there  as  an  Indian  trader,  and 
being  a  well-known  and  prominent  public  man 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1891;  William 
is  making  his'home  in  Nebraska;  and  Niles  H.  is  a 
resident  of  Iowa.  The  fourth  child  in  order  of 
birth  met  with  an  untimely  death,  being  burnt 
when  eleven  years  of  age  in  the  house  owned  by 
Elder  Marck  on  Prairie  Ronde  in  which  was  con- 
ducted a  private  school.  Four  other  children 
perished  at  the  same  time.  The  good  mother,  an 
estimable  and  hard-working  woman,  was  called  to 
her  rest  in  1850,  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of 
six  years,  and  his  father  died  six  years  later. 

Our  subiect  was  partly  reared  by  his  eldest 
brother,  D.  C.  Kinney,  and  was  taught  farming 
during  the  summer  months,  during  the  winters 
attending  the  district  schools.  He  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  under 
Capt.  Johnson,  in  Company  H,  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  served  his  country  faithfully  until 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  four  years  and  five 
months  later.  He  participated  in  a  number  of 
important  engagements,  among  them  being  Shiloh, 
Metamora,  Middlesburg,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  siege 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Clarendon  and  Gregory's 
Landing.  He  was  unusually  fortunate  in  never 
receiving  a  wound  in  all  his  engagements,  but  he 
endured  all  the  hardships  of  war  and  was  sick  in 
the  hospital  three  different  times  from  measles, 
lung  fever  and  general  disability.  He  also  had 
his  arm  broken  in  being  thrown  from  a  horse  in 
Van  Buren,  Tcnn.  The  date  on  which  Mr.  Kin- 
ney was  mustered  out  of  the  service  with  liis 
regiment  was  February,  1866,  at  Camden,  Ark. 

On  returning  to  the  life  of  a  civilian,  Mr.  Kin- 
ney engaged  in  farming  on  Prairie  Ronde,  which 


he  continued  until  1869.  In  this  last-named  year  he 
chose  as  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Mary  McKain, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  McKain.  Both 
of  her  parents  are  still  living,  and  are  old  settlers 
of  Decatur  Township,  Van  Buren  County.  After 
his  marriage,  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
moved  to  Oshtemo  Township,  where  they  now  re- 
side on  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  sections 
31  and  32,  and  are  also  the  possessors  of  forty 
acres  in  Antwerp  Township,  Van  Buren  County. 
This  estate  is  well  improved  and  a  good  set  of 
farm  buildings  are  to  be  seen  on  it.  He  works  as 
he  fought — faithfully  and  steadily,  and,  with  the 
able  assistance  of  his  amiable  and  capable  wife,  he 
has  gained  a  splendid  competency,  and  they  are 
now  living  a  peaceful  and  happy  life,  well  liked 
by  all  their  neighbors  and  many  friends. 

Mr.  Kinney  is  heartily  in  favor  of  any  move- 
ment that  tends  to  enhance  the  prosperity  of  the 
community  at  large,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
his  township  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  elected 
Supervisor  in  1888,  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth 
term,  giving  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He 
and  his  worthy  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Ethel,  D.  C,  Thomas  Hartwell  and  Hal. 


^-^I<^ 
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r^  O  H  N  DEN  BLEYKER.  This  progressive 
farmer,  residing  on  section  12,  Kalamazoo 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  is  a  native 
of  Holland,  and  was  born  September  5, 1839. 
He  is  a  son  of  Paulus  den  Bleyker,  also  a  native  of 
Holland,  where  he  was  born  December  23,  1804. 
The  father  was  married  four  times,  and  his  last 
wife,  Sarah  W.  Lyle,  a  native  of  England,  is  now 
living  in  Kalamazoo  City. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  orphaned  when 
nine  years  old,  and  was  adopted  by  a  friend  who 
lived  in  a  country  town.  He  was  given  a  cominon- 
school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  went 
into  the  regular  army,  serving  nine  years,  after 
which  he  followed  farming,  and  in  partnership 
with  others,  was  engaged  in  diking  in  land  re- 
claimed from  the  sea.  At  one  time,  he  owned 
several  hundred  acres  of  fine  land, but  in  1850  dis- 
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posed  of  all  his  property  and  sailed  for  America, 
bringing  his  family  direct  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
this  State.  He  at  once  purchased  the  Judge  Wells 
place  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Texas 
Township,  and  the  next  week  bought  the  Gov. 
Ransom  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  included  the  best  of  South  Kalamazoo.  He 
platted  this  land,  sold  the  lots,  became  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  real-estate,  and  also  loaned  a  great 
deal  of  money.  After  a  year's  residence  in  Kala- 
mazoo, he  was  induced  by  a  friend  to  go  to  Hol- 
land, Mich.,  and  erect  agristand  sawmill,  but  after 
two  years,  returned  to  Kalamazoo  to  attend  to  his 
business.  He  was  conservative  in  politics,  voting 
for  the  best  man.  He  adhered  to  the  faith  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  was  a  kind-hearted 
and  generous  man,  always  ready  to  aid  the  poor 
and  needy.  He  died  April  8,  1872,  in  Kalamazoo, 
leaving  a  wife,  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Our  subject  is  the  first-born  of  his  father's  fam- 
ily, and  was  eleven  years  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  this  country.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  while  in  his  native  country,  and  in  Michi- 
gan was  a  student  in  the  Baptist  College  and  the 
Commercial  College  at  Kalamazoo,  graduating  from 
the  latter  institution  in  1856,  and  from  Gregory's 
Commercial  College  in  1859.  He  then  clerked  for 
Clark  &  Gilbert,  and  later  for  William  B.  Clark. 
He  was  also  employed  for  two  years  in  the  Register 
Office  under  Ephraim  Mills. 

October  25,  1864,  Mr.  den  Bleyker  was  married 
to  H.  Amna  Balch,  who  was  born  July  12,  1840, 
a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  A.  Balch,  a  na- 
tive of  Athens,  Vt.,  and  of  Welsh  descent.  Mr. 
Balch,  who  was  a  highly  educated  man,  came  to 
Kalamazoo  in  1837,  and  opened  a  school,  known 
as  the  Branch,  afterward  converted  into  Kala- 
mazoo College,  and  at  the  same  time  studied 
law.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Barry  County,  also  held  the  same  office  in  Kala- 
mazoo County,  and  in  1847  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man 
in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  was  married  to 
Sarah  M.  Chapin,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Walter 
Chapin,  of  Woodstock,  Vt. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  nine  children  have 
been  born;  Paul  is  at  home;  Sarah  is  a  gx^aduate  of 
46  K 


the  Michigan  Female  Seminary,  of  Kalamazoo  and 
Ypsilanti,  and  holds  a  State  license;  she  is  now 
taking  a  special  course  in  the  science  of  mathema- 
tics at  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  has  taught  for  two  years  or  more.  Gertrude, 
who  finished  her  education  in  the  Michigan  Female 
Seminary,  has  great  artistic  ability,  and  some  fine 
paintings  executed  by  herself  adorn  their  home; 
John  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  nine  months; 
Harry,  who  is  eighteen  years  old,  is  a  graduate  of 
Kalamazoo  High  School;  Walter,  now  fifteen  years 
of  age  (1892),  is  a  student  in  the  High  School; 
Mattie  died  when  eight  years  old;  Annie  is  ten 
years  old,  and  a  pupil  in  the  Kalamazoo  school. 

Our  subject  is  now  the  possessor  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  acres  of  fine  land.  He  breeds  Hol- 
stein  and  Jersey  cattle  and  registered  sheep,  which 
he  buys  and  ships,  and  his  cattle  have  taken  the 
first  premiums  at  the  State  Fairs.  He  is  a  great 
lover  of  horses,  and  buys  and  sells  a  good  many. 
He  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Kalamazoo  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  same,  and 
he  is  interested  in  various  undertakings  connected 
with  the  interest  of  the  public  growth  of  the  town. 
He  has  devoted  some  time  to  real-estate  dealing,  and 
he  and  his  sister  now  own  the  old  homestead  on 
Burdick  Street,  in  Kalamazoo.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  was  Notary  Public  for  sixteen 
years.  The  members  of  his  family  are  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  one  of  its 
principal  supporters. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the  view 
of  Mr.  den  Bleyker 's  homestead,  which  appears  on 
another  page. 


EDWIN  CLARK  is  the  son  of  Joel  Clark, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  Kalamazoo  Count}^,  com- 
ing here  as  early  as  1830,  from  Huron  County, 
Ohio.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Par- 
melia  Lee;  she  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  June  23, 
1784,  Her  husband's  birth  occurred  at  Belcher- 
town,  Mass.,  June  24,  1786.  They  were  married 
in  the  Bay  State,  June  9,  1808,  removing  from 
there  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  which  place  they 
made  their  home  until  their  emigration  to   Michi- 
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gan.  They  at  once  located  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  and  continued  to  make  that  their  abid- 
ing-place until  their  decease,  the  mother  dying 
August  2,  1839,  and  the  father  October  7,  1845. 

The  parental  family  included  seven  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Lyme,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  September 
19,  1825;  hence,  he  was  but  five  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  parents'  removal  to  this  county.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
and  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  being  a  resident  on  section  1,  of  the  above- 
named  township. 

March  16,  1850,  Edwin  Clark  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Ora  J.  Watkins,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  Branch  Count}^,  this  State,  in  1828. 
Her  union  with  our  subject  has  been  blest  by  the 
birth  of  three  children:  Celia  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Clark  Weed,  makes  her  home  in  Texas  Township; 
J.  W.  married  Alice  Bates,  and  resides  in  this 
township;  Justin  married  Frenda  Overton,  and  is 
a  merchant  in  Schoolcraft.  Mrs.  Ora  J.  Clark 
died  in  August,  1861,  and  our  subject  was  a  sec- 
ond time  married,  in  Portage  Township,  December 
25,  1875,  this  time  to  Mary  J.  Crooks.  Mrs.  Clark 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1831. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  R. 
(Short)  Crooks,  who  removed  from  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  this  county,  in  1839.  They  located  in  Port- 
age Township,  where  the  father  died  in  1881;  the 
mother  resides  at   Kalamazoo,  at  an  advanced  age. 

Mr.  Clark  always  takes  an  active  part  in  all  local 
affairs,  and  has  voted  with  the  Republican  party 
since  its  organization.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  and  contributes  cheerfully  of  his  means 
towards  every  worthy  object.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  progressive  citizens  of  the  county. 
Joel  Clark  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being 
Eliza  Brown.  Two  children  were  the  result  of 
this  union,  Jerome  and  Asa. 


EBENEZER  W.  MONROE.  An  honored 
veteran  of  the  late  war  and  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  Mr.  Monroe  stands  deservedly  high 
in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.     By  his  in- 


dustry, nobility  and  patriotism,  he  is  adding  lustre 
to  a  name  already  imperishably  connected  with  the 
annals  of  our  country.  His  father,  Moses  Monroe, 
was  a  cousin  of  the  fifth  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  his  mother  was  a  cousin  of  Benjamin 
Wade,  of  national  fame,  so  that  his  connections 
have  contributed  added  renown  to  our  country. 

Moses  Monroe  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  in 
March,  1804,  and  in  early  manhood  married  Har- 
riet Wade,  who  was  born  in  Maesachusetts,  Decem- 
ber 14,  1806.  After  their  marriage,  the  young 
couple  settled  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  whence 
several  years  afterward  they  removed  to  Huron 
Count3^,  Ohio  and  sojourned  in  the  Buckeye  State 
four  years.  In  January,  1838,  they  cast  their  lot 
with  the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  settling  in  Porter 
Township,  Van  Buren  County  and  identifying 
themselves  with  the  development  of  its  agricul- 
tural resources*  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  and  at  advanced  ages  passed  away,  he  in 
November,  1874  and  she  seven  years  afterward. 

It  was  during  the  residence  of  this  worthy  couple 
in  Porter  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  that  a 
son  was  born  to  them,  March  9,  1840,  whom  they 
named  Ebenezer  W.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  his  father's  farm  and  when  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority, enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  Sept- 
ember 17,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Third 
Michigan  Cavalry.  For  three  years,  he  served 
with  courage  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment,  in  October,  1864,  was  mustered  out  at 
Brownsville,  Ark. 

Returning  to  Porter  Township,  Mr.  Monroe  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  two  years,  and  from  there 
removed  to  Washtenaw  County,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  with  success 
until  the  fall  of  1878.  At  that  time,  he  sold  out 
his  interests  in  Washtenaw  County  and,  coming  to 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  located  on  section  7, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Farming  has  been  his 
chief  occupation  although  he  has  engaged  to  some 
extent  in  lumbering. 

December  5,  1869,  Mr.  Monroe  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Escalala  Shaffer,  a  native  of 
Washtenaw  County  and  a  most  estimable  lady. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Eliza, 
Minnie  and  Bertha,  who  are  at  home.     In  politics. 
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Mr.  Monroe  firmly  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  served  his  fellow-citi- 
zens in  various  official  capacities,  among  them  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner.  As  might 
be  expected,  he  takes  great  interest  in  Grand  Army 
affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  Benson  Post,  No.  303, 
G.  A.  R.  His  energy  and  abilit}^  are  proved  by 
the  possession  of  his  fine  farm,  which  comprises 
one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  and  is  embellished 
with  all  first-class  improvements^  making  it  one  of 
the  best  in  the  community. 


ENRY  S.  OGDEN,  a  thoughtful,  practical, 
progressive  man,  who  is  considered  one  of 
our  best  citizens,  is  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Kalamazoo  County  as 
the  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  on  section  9,  Charles- 
ton Township,  the  rental  of  which  returns  him  a 
profitable  income.  He  comes  of  good  old  Connect- 
icut stock,  and  was  born  in  that  State,  in  the  town 
of  Kent,  Litchfield  County,  December  13,  1811. 
His  father,  Robert  Ogden,  is  supposed  to  have  been 
a  native  of  Wyoming  Flats,  Pa.,  whither  the  fam- 
ily had  emigrated.  He  was  born  in  1777,  and  was 
a  son  of  one  of  the  victims  of  the  cruel  Indian 
massacre  at  Wyoming.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Warden,  in  the  Connecticut  town  mentioned  as  the 
birthplace  of  his  son,  his  wife  being  a  native  of 
that  State.  They  settled  in  said  town,  and  there 
reared  their  four  children.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  the  father  of  our  subject  was  married  to 
Anna  Stewart,  who  became  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  of  four  other  children,  Henry  being  the 
eldest. 

Our  subject  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in 
the  pretty  New  England  town  of  his  birth,  and  for 
five  years  before  he  attained  his  majority,  he 
worked  for  his  father  for  $50  a  year.  After  he  was 
twentj'-one,  he  was  employed  by  his  brother-in- 
law  for  a  little  more  than  a  year,  at  the  same  rate 
of  wages.  After  his  second  marriage,  he  located  on 
his  father's  farm  in  his  native  State,  buying  the 
farm  and  operating  it  some  three  years.  Selling 
that   place,   he    then   bought  a  farm    in    Ontario 


County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1869. 
He  immediately  settled  on  the  farm  on  section  9, 
Charleston  Township,  which  has  ever  since  re- 
mained his  home,  with  the  exception  of  the  six 
years  that  he  and  his  family  spent  in  Battle  Creek 
for  the  sake  of  educating  their  children.  He  has  a 
fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  highly 
productive  and  carefully  tilled  soil,  with  substan- 
tial improvements  in  the  way  of  good  buildings 
and  everything  necessary  to  make  it  a  first-class 
farm.  Mr.  Ogden  has  retired  from  its  active  man- 
agement, renting  the  land  instead,  as  he  has  ac- 
cumulated a  sufficient  amount  of  property  to  per- 
mit him  to  enjoy  life  at  his  leisure. 

Mr.  Ogden  was  first  married  at  Dover,  in  Dutch- 
ess County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Sally  Ann  Griffin,  who 
died  two  years  after  marriage,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  George  Barlow,  their 
residence  being  near  Hamilton,  Mo.  Our  subject 
was  a  second  time  married  in  New  York,  Miss 
Amanda  Brown,  a  native  of  the  eastern  part  of 
that  State,  becoming  his  wife,  and  for  many  years 
they  have  lived  together  in  contentment  and  hap- 
piness. They  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
six  daughters  and  five  sons,  all  of  whom  are  living 
but  Edith.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Perry,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
lives  in  Albion;  Stuart  resides  with  his  parents; 
Charley  is  a  resident  of  Allegan ;  George  lives  in 
Hamilton,  Mo.;  Murray  is  a  resident  of  Charleston 
Township;  Fanny  is  the  wife  of  A.  P.  Simpson,  of 
Charleston  Township;  Estella  is  the  wife  of  G.  A. 
Merrill,  of  Minnesota;  P^lizabeth  is  the  wife  of  W. 
A.  Brown,  of  Chicago;  Ida  married  W.  B.  Dunnell, 
of  Minneapolis;  Arthur  is  attending  school  at  Al- 
bion. 

Our  venerable  subject  has  enjoyed  a  long  and 
honorable  career,  and  his  life-record  marks  him  as 
an  honest,  truthful  man,  conscientious  and  straight- 
forward in  all  matters  pertaining  to  business,  ben- 
evolent and  charitable  and  of  an  affable  disposi- 
tion, and  he  is  looked  up  to  by  all  who  know  him 
as  an  exemplary  Christian.  He  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  many  years  ago,  and, 
while  in  New  York,  he  was  Steward  of  the  church 
with  which  he  was  then  connected.  Since  his  resi- 
dence here,  he  has  used  his  ipfluence  in  the  upbuild- 
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ing  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  this 
township,  in  which  he  and  his  fellow-members  and 
their  pastor  hold  divine  services,  and  he  has 
worked  earnestly  to  elevate  the  moral  and  religious 
status  of  the  community.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions, he  is  a  true  Republican.  His  sons,  however, 
vote  the  Prohibition  ticket.  He,  too,  advocates  tem- 
perance, but  he  is  not  in  favor  of  a  third  party. 


^^m-^^9^^ 


aHARLES  A.  MORSE,  a  young  man  of  ex- 
-,  cellent  understanding  and  much  natural 
''  ability,  now  serving  his  sixth  term  as  Super- 
visor of  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  was 
born  in  Will  County,  111.,  June  1,  1857.  His  worthy 
father  is  George  Morse,  born  in  New  York,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1833  and  now  a  resident  of  section  4,  this 
township;  he  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  large  busi- 
ness experience  and  quite  widely  known. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county 
in  1857  when  only  six  weeks  old,  and  has  conse- 
quently been  identified  with  the  township  and 
county  nearly  all  his  life.  He  was  here  reared  and 
educated  on  a  farm  and  in  the  district  schools, 
commencing  m  life  for  himself  when  twenty-two 
years  old.  He  was  married,  February  20,  1879,  to 
Miss  Mary  C.  Piatt,  a  native  of  Clarion  County,  Pa., 
where  she  had  her  birth,  April  23,  1856.  Her  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Lavina  (Gilbert)  Piatt,  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  located  on  a  farm  in  this 
township  in  1864,  where  they  resided  until  the 
death  of  the  mother  in  1890.  Since  this  sad  event, 
the  father  has  lived  a  retired  life  in  Yicksburg. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  most  estimable  and 
cultured  woman  and  is  now  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Moilie  Belle. 

Charles  A.  Morse  has  resided  on  two  different 
farms  in  this  township;  the  first  one  of  eighty 
acres  he  resided  on  until  1883  and  on  it  he 
made  marked  improvements.  That  same  year,  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  which  comprises  eighty 
acres,  and  has  it  under  a  splendid  state  of  fertility, 
on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming,  raising 
stock  and  grain.  He  owns  twenty-four  head  of 
full-blooded  Shropshire  sheep  which  he  breeds  and 
sells.     The  original  of  this  sketch  erected  his  pre- 


sent commodious  residence  in  1884,  which  is  a 
model  of  neatness  and  convenience.  Two  large 
frame  barns  adorn  the  place,  one  built  in  1890  and 
the  other  remodeled  in  1884.  Mrs.  Morse  is  a 
valued  and  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Morse  affiliates 
with  the  Democracy.  He  has  served  as  Highway 
Commissioner  in  1885  and  was  elected  to  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  Supervisor  in  the  spring  of 
1886  and  has  served  continuously  ever  since.  He 
has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  county  legislation 
of  the  board,  serving  on  many  committees  and  act- 
ing as  chairman  of  the  board  during  1890.  Soci- 
all}^,  he  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  at  Vicksburg. 


CHARLES  E.  HOPE.  Among  the  promi- 
nent and  successful  agriculturists  of  Texas 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  we  take 
pleasure  in  introducing  to  our  readers  the  worthy 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  son  of  Edward  and 
Amelia  (Stevens)  Hope,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  England,  and  the  mother  in  New  York 
State.  They  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  were  here  married.  A 
few  years  after  their  marriage,  they  settled  in 
Texas  Township,  and  here  lived  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  '80s,  when  they  removed  to  Mont- 
calm County,  Mich.,  where  the  father  died  in  Aug- 
ust, 1890.  They  had  fiye  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  oldest. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  life 
notice  was  born  in  Oshtemo  Township,  this 
county,  October  25,  1840,  and  was  about  twelve 
years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Texas  Town- 
ship, where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  has  made  his 
permanent  home.  Sarah  E.  Coleman  is  the  name 
of  the  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  in 
Oshtemo  Township,  in  November,  1866.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Amanda  (Owen) 
Coleman.  Her  parents  were  early  settlers  of  Osh- 
temo Township,  where  they  died.  Mrs.  Hope  was 
born  in  this  county,  February  4,  1842,  and  is  now 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Fred  H.  and  Bertha  A. 


A.  N.  LE    FEVRE. 
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The  offices  of  Townsliip  Treasurer  and  Justice  of 
tlie  Peace  liave  been  given  to  Mr.  Hope,  and  he 
not  only  discharged  the  duties  of  tlie  same  witli 
credit  to  the  township  but  to  himself.  He  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  politically. 

Mr.  Hope  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  in  Corn- 
pan}^  I,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  to  fight  in 
the  defense  of  his  country's  honor,  and  served 
over  three  years.  While  in  a  cavalry  engagement 
near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  he  was  shot  through  the 
right  arm.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Orcutt 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Kalamazoo.  This  gentleman  has 
always  been  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  owns  a  place 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  on  which 
are  to  be  found  the  modern  improvements.  He 
and  his  amiable  wife  are  held  in  high  repute  by 
their  neighbors  and  friends. 


v^^: 


s>^i^<m= 


NDRIES  N.  LE  FEYRE.  This  old  settler 
of  Kalamazoo  County  has  made  a  fortune 
by  his  operations  as  a  farmer.  He  is  ii 
man  of  sound  understanding  and  wide  ex- 
perience, more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  his 
calling,  and  his  extensive  and  valuable  farming 
interests  are  comprised  in  three  farms,  all  lying  in 
Climax  Townsliip,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
these  many  years. 

Mr.  Le  Fevre,  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the 
opposite  page,  was  born  in  the  town  of  New  Paltz, 
Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  May  28,  1820.  His  ances- 
tral histor}^  will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  his 
brother  Johannes.  His  education  was  conducted 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  New  Haven  Aca- 
demy, New  Haven,  Conn.,  which  he  attended  six 
months.  He  early  became  familiar  with  all  kinds 
of  farm  work,  as  he  was  reared  on  a  farm.  At  the 
ageof  twenty -one,  in  1841,  he  left  his  old  home 
to  go  out  into  the  world  to  see  what  life  held  for 
him  in  the  wilds  of  Southern  Michigan,  where  the 
cheapness  of  the  land  and  the  fertility  of  the  vir- 
gin soil  were  inducements  for  an  active,  wide- 
awake young  farmer  to  settle.  He  journeyed  by 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  where  he  embarked  on  a 
steamer  for  Detroit,  whence  he  went  by  the  ears 
to  Ann  Arbor,  and  from  there  by  stage  to  Battle 


Creek.  In  the  spring  of  1842,  he  bought  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  4,  Climax  Township, 
upon  which  is  his  residence.  This  land  was  plains, 
and  about  thirty  acres  of  it  were  under  cultivation, 
with  a  log  house  standing  on  the  place. 

Our  subject  did  not  settle  here  until  1843,  but 
made  his  home  with  his  brother  Johannes.  Feb- 
ruary 2,  of  that  year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Potts,  a  daughter  of  a  pioneer  fam- 
ily that  had  settled  in  Charleston  Township  in 
1837.  She  was  born  in  Cherry  Yalley,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  19,  1823.  For  more  than 
forty  years  she  lived  in  true  wedded  happiness 
with  our  subject,  faithfully  performing  her  duties 
as  wife,  mother,  neighbor  and  friend,  and  her  death, 
October  11,  1886,  was  greatly  mourned  by  her 
household  and  by  all  beyond  its  circle  who  had 
known  and  esteemed  her  in  life.  By  her  marriage 
with  our  subject  these  four  children  were  born : 
Nathaniel,  a  farmer  in  Mankato,  Minn.;  Louis  K., 
a  farmer  in  Climax  Township;  Nellie,  at  home 
with  her  father;  and  Mary,  who  married  Fred 
Riley,  who  lives  here  and  is  a  clerk  in  a  store  at 
Climax.  They  have  one  child,  Clayton,  who  is 
our  subject's  only  grandson. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  took  up  their  residence 
on  the  homestead  in  Climax  Township,  and  here 
he  has  made  his  home  ever  since,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  years,  from  1849  to  1853,  when  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Decatur,  Yan  Buren 
County.  He  went  there  as  agent  for  Sherwood 
&  Biers,  who  owned  in  that  region  nine  sections 
of  land,  through  which  the  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
way ran.  Mr.  Le  Fevre  laid  out  the  village  of 
Decatur  and  sold  most  of  the  property  for 
the  gentlemen  named.  When  he  began  life 
here  he  had  only  a  capital  of  11,000,  but  by  his 
judicious  investments  and  thrifty  and  ener- 
getic management,  he  has  increased  that  sum 
many  fold  and  is  a  rich  man.  He  has  five  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  land,having  had  at  one  time  seven 
hundred  acres  of  realty,  but  he  gave  a  quarter- 
section  to  his  son  some  ten  years  ago.  All  the  land  is 
in  Climax  Township,  three-fourths  of  it  being  im- 
proved, and  it  is  divided  into  three  good  farms. 
In  1853,  he  built  a  large  frame  residence  on  his 
home  farm,  and  has  here  two  barns,  besides   others 
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on  the  other  farms,  which  are  amply  supplied  with 
a  good  class  of  buildings.  Our  subject  carries  on 
mixed  farming,  but  has  made  the  most  of  his 
money  out  of  wheat,  raising  it  in  large  quantities, 
having  had  twenty-one  hundred  bushels  the  past 
year,  his  harvest  fields  yielding  twenty-five 
bushels  to  the  acre,  and  he  has  raised  an  average  of 
thirty  bushels  to  the  acre  on  the  place.  He  has 
his  farm  well  stocked  with  Norman  horses,  Short- 
horn cattle.  Merino  sheep  and  Poland-China  hogs. 
Mr.  Le  Fevre  is  a  man  of  noticeably  fine 
physique,  six  feet  in  stature,  well  proportioned, 
and  carries  himself  with  true  dignity.  He  is 
also  possessed  of  pleasant  personal  attributes,  is 
frank,  whole-souled  and  warm-hearted,  and  always 
friendly  and  neighborly  in  his  intercourse  with 
the  people  among  whom  he  has  lived  so  many 
years,  and  who  know  him  so  well.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican of  earnest  convictions  in  his  political  views, 
and  has  held  various  public  offices.  In  1854,  he 
represented  Climax  Township  on  the  Kalamazoo 
County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  since  then  has 
been  Highway  Commissioner  and  Township  Treas- 
urer. He  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  growth 
of  the  county,  and  as  one  who  has  been  of  ma- 
terial assistance  in  promoting  its  rise  and  progress 
is  entitled  to  all  honor  as  a  pioneer. 


r 


ORVIN  M.  GATES.  Our  subject's  name  is 
recorded  in  the  archives  of  his  country  as 
one  of  her  patriotic  and  devoted  defenders 
in  the  darkest  hour  of  her  history  when  rebel- 
lion threatened  the  Union.  He  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing Grand  Army  men  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
Commander  of  his  post,  and  is  a  prominent  and 
well-known  citizen  of  Wakeshma  Township, 
where  he  has  one  of  the  pleasantest  and  most  attrac- 
tive homes  on  section  3. 

Jonathan  Gates  was  born  in  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  in  1739,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  owned 
by  his  father,  who  came  from  England  to  Connect- 
icut about  1700,  and  lived  to  be  one  hundred 
and  two  years  old.  Jonathan  Gates  had  five  chil- 
dren:   Nehemiah,    Samuel,    James,   Stephen   and 


Lydia.  He  was  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
and  served  under  his  cousin.  Gen.  Horatio  Gates, 
in  the  battles  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Gen.  Burgoyne's  army,  which  took  place  not  very 
far  from  his  home  in  Connecticut. 

James  Gates,  the  third  son,  was  born  June  29, 
1776.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  1800, 
when  he  was  married  to  Ann  Keeler.  The  same 
year  he  and  his  wife,  accompanied  by  his  two 
older  brothers,  moved  into  the  wilderness  of 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  They  purchased  land 
of  the  Government  and  cleared  up  farms  near 
where  Syracuse  now  stands.  James  Gates'  wife 
died  and  he  married  Eunice  Thomas  March  14, 
1807-  She  was  born  in  Connecticut  October  11, 
1776.  They  had  eight  children:  Truman,  Lewis 
M.,  Charles,  James,  Jr.,  Daniel,  Hiram,  Lucy  and 
Morrilla.  James  Gates  served  a  short  time  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

Truman  Gates,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1808.  When  a 
young  man  he  worked  out  by  the  month  for  the 
neighboring  farmers  at  $10  per  month,  and  married 
Jane  Shuart  August  20,  1835.  She  was  born  on 
Onondaga  Hill,  October  22,  1812.  Her  parents, 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Conkling)  Shuart,  were 
born  in  New  York  City,  and  were  married  in 
1795.  They  moved  to  Onondaga  County  in  1804. 
Mrs.  Shuart  died  in  1824,  and  Mr.  Shuart  in 
1849. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage,  Truman  Gates 
and  his  wife  went  by  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and 
by  steamer  on  Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He 
bought  a  farm  of  eighty-five  acres  in  the  woods  for 
$6  per  acre,  twelve  miles  east  of  Cleveland,  in 
May  field,  Cuyahoga  County,  near  his  brother 
Lewis  M.,  who  came  the  year  before.  There  were  no 
roads  in  Mayfield  at  that  time.  His  father  came 
with  the  rest  of  the  family  the  next  year,  drove 
through  with  horses  and  wagon  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  the  adjoining  township  of  Orange,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death,  in  July,  1845,  his 
wife  dying  the  next  year.  Truman  Gates  and 
his  wife  had  five  children:  George  D.,  Orvin  M., 
Corrill  T.,  Mary  E.  and  Albert. 

Orvin  M.  Gates,  the  second  son  and  principal 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  in 
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May  field,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  eJanuary  31, 
1839.  He  attended  the  district  schools  when  a 
boy,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  went  to  school  at 
the  Mayfield  Academy,  which  was  built  at  that 
time  on  the  corner  of  his  father's  farm.  He  at- 
tended school  thene  six  terms,  and  afterward  at- 
tended school  one  year  in  Geauga  Seminary,  in 
Chester,  Geauga  County,  Ohio.  He  taught  school 
two  winters,  in  1859  and  1860. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Gates  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
at  Ft.  Mitchell,  Ky.,  across  the  river  from  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  September  8,  1862.  At  this  time.  Gen. 
Kirby  Smith's  Confederate  army  was  near  there, 
threatening  an  attack.  He  spent  nearly  a  year  in 
Kentucky,  marcliing,  skirmishing,  raiding,  drill- 
ing, etc. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  1863,  about  ten  thou- 
sand troops,  Gen.  Burnside  in  command,  started 
from  Danville,  Ky.,  over  the  mountains  for  East 
Tennessee.  He  was  with  his  regiment  during  all 
of  its  marching  and  skirmishing,  including  the 
battles  of  Spring  Hill,  Armstrong's  Hill,  siege  of 
Knoxville,  Dandridge,  and  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1864,  crossed  the  State  line  into  Georgia  and 
joined  Gen.  Sherman's  army  for  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign and  was  put  imto  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  Gen.  Schofield  in  command.  On  the  14th 
of  May,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the  side  of 
the  right  heel  while  charging  the  enemy  at  the 
battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  for  which  he  receives  a  pen- 
sion. He  was  under  fire  over  one  hundred  days 
until  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  was  promoted  to  be 
Corporal  in  the  fall  of  1862,  and  Sergeant  in  1863. 

October  4,  1864,  Mr.  Gates  was  detailed  as  Com- 
missary Sergeant  at  Gen.  Schofield 's  headquarters, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville,  and 
after  the  latter  marched  to  the  Tennessee  River 
near  where  it  crosses  into  Mississippi.  He  took 
steamer  down  the  river  to  Cairo,  111.,  then  up  the 
Ohio  River  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  proceeded  by 
railroad  to  Washington,  D.  C.  He  took  steamer 
at  Alexandria,  Va.,  down  the  Potomac  River,  out 
on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  after  being  on  the 
boat  nine   days  landed    at   Ft.  Fisher,   N.  C,  and 


was  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  when  the  war  closed,  after 
which  he  came  home  and  was  mustered  out  June 
23,  1865. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gates  to  Bell  Miner  took 
place  September  13,  1865.  She  was  born  in  Port- 
land, Middlesex  Count}^,  Conn.,  July  8,  1838. 
Her  father,  Harvey  S.  Miner,  married  Anna  Shep- 
ard,  who,  like  himself,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  they  moved  to  Mayfield,  Ohio,  in  1840.  Orvin 
M.  Gates  came  to  Wakeshma,  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  a  few  days  after  his  marriage  and  bought  a 
farm  of  seventy  acres,  upon  which,  in  tlie  spring 
of  1866,  he  and  his  wife  located.  The  township 
was  nearly  all  woods  and  the  houses  built  of  logs 
at  that  time.  They  have  had  two  children:  Wal- 
ter F.,  born  July  20,  1866,  and  Anna  B.,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1868.     They  are  both  living  at  home. 

Orvin  M.  Gates  taught  the  winter  school  in  his 
district  at  Gardner's  Corners  in  the  winter  of 
1869-70,  and  again  in  1870-71.  He  bought  forty 
additional  acres  adjoining  his  farm  in  the  spring 
of  1874.  His  father  and  mother,  having  sold 
their  farm,  came  to  Michigan  at  this  time  and  set- 
tled near  them  in  the  village  of  Fulton,  where  they 
now  reside.  Orvin  M.  Gates  and  family  moved 
.to  Vicksburg,  Mich.,  in  March,  1885,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  their  children.  He  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  Smith  Post,  No.  215,  G.  A.  R., 
located  at  Fulton,  Mich.,  and  is  its  present 
Commander.  He  attended  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  National  Encampment  held  at  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  in  August,  1886.  In  return- 
ing, went  by  steamer  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  Port- 
land, Ore.,  from  there  home  via  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railroad.  He  moved  from  Vicksburg  back  to 
the  farm  in  March,  1887. 

Mr.  Gates  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  1875,  and  his  wife  has 
been  a  member  of  the  same  church  since  she  was 
fourteen  years  old.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics and  has  held  the  township  olfices  of  School 
Inspector  and  Commissioner  of  Highways.  He 
has  followed  a  course  of  mixed  farming,  but  in 
the  way  of  stock  has  made  a  specialty  of  fine 
wool  sheep.  He  has  cleared  up  his  farm  and  built 
a  good  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  farming,  and  is   in   easy  circumstances. 
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He  has  been  on  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  in  Canada  and  in  nearly  every  State  and 
Territory  in  the  Union.  He  has  generally  en- 
joyed good  health,  except  for  rheumatism,  which 
has  troubled  him  of  late  years. 


^^^^  T?TER  OMAN.  After  an  active  and  honor- 
able career  as  a  farmer  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mr.  Oman  is  now  living  retired  at  his  home 

l^  on  section  25,  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  As 
a  neighbor  and  friend,  he  has  ever  been  consider- 
ate and  thoughtful;  as  a  farmer,  thrifty  and  prac- 
tical, and  in  his  domestic  relations,  affectionate  and 
wise.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  occupies 
a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  community  and 
is  honored  wherever  known.  As  an  example  of 
the  reward  of  integrity  and  enterprise,  his  life  is 
worthy  the  emulation  of  the  young. 

Born  in  Columbia  Count}^,  Pa.,  March  3,  1813, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Susanna  (Hil- 
burn)  Oman.  His  mother  died  in  Columbia  Countj^, 
after  which  father  and  son  came  West,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  '40s,  and  located  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  during  the  early  days  of  its  settlement. 
Peter  Oman,  Sr.,  remained  here  until  he  was  called 
hence  by  death  at  a  good  old  age.  Prominently 
connected  with  the  affairs  of  the  community,  h« 
was  well  and  favorably  known  as  a  man  of  honor 
and  industry.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  our  subject  being  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth. 

During  his  youth,  Peter  Oman  worked  at  differ- 
ent occupations  by  the  day  or  month  and  contrib- 
uted his  earnings  to  the  support  of  the  parental 
family.  October  3,  1833,  he  was  married  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Cunningham, 
who  was  born  in  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  October  7,  1808. 
The  young  couple  settled  on  the  Oman  homestead 
and  took  care  of  his  parents  until  they  died.  On 
coming  to  Kalamazoo  County,  they  settled  on  the 
farm  where  they  have  since  resided,  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  They 
lived  there  happily  until  the  death  of  the  wife, 
March  14,  1884. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oman, 


namely:  Mary,  wife  of  John  Adams;  Margaret, 
who  married  Andrew  Berkhimer;  Jane,  wife  of 
James  Jones;  Cyrus,  who  chose  as  his  wife  Miss 
Adelaide  Davidson,  resided  in  St.  Joseph  County 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  September  6, 1883; 
Elmira,  wife  of  William  McBaughlen,  was  twice 
married,  her  first  husband  being  Thomas  Ward; 
Susanna  and  Martha.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr. 
Oman  is  a  Democrat  and  in  his  younger  years  was 
oflficially  connected  with  the  growth  of  the  town- 
ship. His  wife  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  he  has  always  been  a  gen- 
erous contributor  to  religious  and  charitable  enter- 
prises. For  some  years  he  has  been  retired  from 
active  business  cares,  although  he  still  retains  the 
ownership  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres 
which  constitute  his  homestead. 


-^^+^1=- 


ORACE  H.  KINNEY,  a  resident  farmer  on 
section  8,  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  is  the  son  of  Uriah  Kinney, 
a  native  of  New  York.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eunice  Col- 
vin,  and  was  born  in  Ohio.  She  and  her  husband 
emigrated  from  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  to  Van  Bu- 
ren  County,  this  State, and  s«ttled  in  Porter  Town- 
ship in  1836,  when  this  State  was  yet  a  Territory. 
Thc}^  settled  on  land,  where  they  remained  until 
their  deaths,  in  1851  and  1879,  respectively. 

There  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject 
six  children,  of  whom  he  is  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  was  born  January  3,  1837,  in  Porter 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  where  he  was 
reared  to  a  man's  estate.  Mr.  Kinney  was  mar- 
ried. May  14,  1857,  to  Miss  Susan  Abbott,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Auxtable) 
Abbott,  and  a  sister  of  W.  H.  Abbott,  of  whom 
more  is  spoken  in  the  sketch  of  his  parents.  Mrs. 
Kinney  was  born  in  England,  June  14,  1839. 

Our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife  settled  in 
Porter  Township,  and  there  remained  until  Feb- 
ruary, of  1866,  when  they  settled  where  they  now 
live  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  Farming  has 
been  Mr.  Kinney's  chief  aim  in  life,  and  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
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splendidly  tilled  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a 
nice  set  of  farm  buildings.  This  couple  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Lilla  G.  and  Lena  J.  Mr. 
Kinney  has  held  the  office  of  Highway  Commis- 
sioner of  his  township  and  also  a  number  of  the 
school  offices.  In  his  political  views,  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party,  in  which  he  has  been 
quite  active.  He  is  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views.  Socially,  Mr.  Kinney  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  tlie  Masonic  fraternity  at  School- 
craft, and  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees. He  is  an  energetic  and  thrifty  farmer  and 
a  public-spirited  and  whole-souled  man,  well  liked 
by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


.i  ^  I  bi   J  I  ,  1 


^  « 1  ifa^  4.1  <  I  i«iiiti*. 


^^OL.  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  ORCUTT, 
fl(  deceased,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  having 

^^y  been  born  February  9,  1815,  in  Washington 
County.  He  was  the  son  of  Capfc.  Samuel  Orcutt, 
and  received  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  Randolph 
Academy,  in  Orange  County,  Vt.  He  came  West 
to  this  State  as  early  as  1834,  stopping  first  at  De- 
troit for  a  few  months.  The  succeeding  year  he 
spent  in  Chicago,  and  subsequently  made  his  home 
in  Allegan  for  about  the  same  length  of  time,  when 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo.  He  commenced  his  polit- 
ical career  while  yet  a  young  man,  being  elected 
Constable  in  1841,  in  which  capacity  he  served  sev- 
eral years.  He  also  held  the  position  of  Deputy 
United  States  Marshal  for  a  number  of  j'^ears. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican  War,  Mr.  Or- 
cutt enlisted  in  Company  A,  First  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  served  during  his  term  of  enlistment  as 
Sergeant,  faithfully  and  ably  fulfilling  the  duties 
of  his  office.  He  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Kalamazoo 
County  in  1854,  and  was  the  incumbent  of  that 
position  for  four  years;  he  had  previously  served 
several  terms  as  Deputy  Sheriff.  In  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Union  Army  by  joining  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and  served  from  September  24, 
1862,  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  1866,  Col.  Orcutt  was  a  third  time  elected  to 
the  office  of  Sheriff,  which  he   continued  to  hold 


until  his  unfortunate  death  in  December,  1867. 
The  following  particulars  are  from  facts  furnished 
by  Mrs.  Orcutt,  and  newspaper  accounts  published 
at  that  time:  The  tragedy  occurred  before  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  jail.  The  old  jail  was  known  to 
be  very  insecure,  and  it  required  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance to  prevent  the  escape  of  prisoners.  There 
were  among  the  number  of  prisoners  confined  in 
the  jail  at  that  time  two  most  desperate  characters, 
burglars,  who  belonged  to  a  gang  in  Chicago,  and 
who,  the  Colonel  knew,  would  make  an  attempt  to 
get  out,  and  was  consequently  on  constant  guard. 

On  the  morning  of  December  3d,  at  about  three 
o'clock,  the  Colonel,  having  been  on  the  alert  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  night,  had  fallen  into 
an  uneasy  slumber,  when  he  was  aroused  by  a  slight 
noise.  Springing  from  the  bed,  he  seized  a  revol- 
ver and  rushed  out  of  the  door  and  around  the 
building,  to  a  point  beneath  one  of  the  jail  win- 
dows, whence  the  noise  seemed  to  proceed.  There 
he  saw  two  men,  who  ran  as  he  approached,  and, 
not  heeding  his  orders  to  halt,  gave  chase,  firing  as 
he  ran.  When  they  reached  the  street,  they  sepa- 
rated, one  going  north  and  the  other  crossed  the 
street  and  took  refuge  behind  a  big  burr  oak  tree 
in  an  alley  in  the  rear  of  Bartlett's  bookstore.  As 
the  Colonel  came  rapidly  up,  the  man  fired  upon 
him,  when  he  fell,  calling  for  help.  The  firing  had 
aroused  the  inmates  of  a  boarding-house,  the  Old 
St.  Nicholas,  and  David  Fisher  was  the  first  man 
to  come  to  his  assistance,  although  by  that  time  he 
was  on  his  feet,  and  was  staggering  to  reach  his 
dwelling.  Mrs.  Orcutt,  who  had  in  the  meantime 
aroused  the  men  in  the  house,  met  him  at  the  gate, 
but  in  the  dim  light  of  the  early  morning  did  not 
perceive  his  desperate  condition,  but  supposed  his 
heavy  breathing  to  be  the  result  of  the  unusual  ex- 
citement, and  running  after  the  men. 

The  alarm  had  spread,  and  by  this  time  the  peo- 
ple had  begun  to  collect.  David  Fisher  and  George 
W.  Taylor  came  up  about  the  time  the  Colonel 
reached  the  gate.  Notwithstanding  his  dangerous 
wound,  he  insisted  upon  going  around  to  the  cor- 
ner of  the  jail,  where  he  supposed  some  of  the  pris- 
oners had  escaped,  and  actually  did  so,  neither  his 
wife  nor  those  about  him  knowing  that  he  was 
seriously  hurt.     When  satisfied  that    the    crowd 
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would  prevent  any  more  from  escaping,  he  was , 
willing  to  go  into  the  house.  At  this  time,  his  wife, 
thinking  of  his  firing,  asked  him  if  he  supposed  he 
had  killed  the  man,  when  he  replied:  "No,  but  I 
think  he  has  killed  me."  Then,  for  the  first  time, 
she  became  aware  that  he  was  seriously  wounded. 
He  was  assisted  to  the  house,  physicians  sent  for, 
and  the  wound  examined,  when  his  condition  was 
found  to  be  very  precarious,  though  there  was  a 
faint  hope  that  he  might  recover.  It  was  found 
that  the  bullet  had  entered  near  the  right  collar 
bone,  coming  out  near  the  left  shoulder  blade,  in 
its  course  grazing  a  large  artery. 

The  discoverj^  of  a  jack-screw,  tarred  rope,  and 
a  kit  of  burglar's  tools  in  the  alley,  soon  satisfied 
the  people  that  the  men  fired  upon  by  Col.  Orcutt 
were  an  outside  party,  who  had  attempted  to  res- 
cue the  prisoners.  A  number  of  tools  were  also  found 
in  the  jail,  but  none  of  the  prisoners  had  escaped. 
It  was  supposed  that  the  Sheriff's  fire  had  wounded 
one  of  the  burglars,  as  blood  was  found. 

The  excitement  among  the  people  when  the  facts 
became  known  was  most  intense,  and  there  was  a 
strong  determination  among  a  large  number  to 
lynch  some  of  the  prisoners,  but  better  counsels 
finally  prevailed.  A  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens 
assembled  early  in  the  day,  at  which  Gen.  Dwight 
May  presided.  Remarks  were  made  by  several 
speakers,  and  on  motion  of  Capt.  Burrows,  a  com- 
mittee of  five  persons  was  appointed  to  take  every 
possible  measure  for  the  arrest  of  the  guilty  parties. 
The  committee  consisted  of  John  Baker,  T.  C. 
Brownell,  M.  O'Brien,  David  Fisher  and  George 
H.  Gale.  Telegrams  were  sent  in  all  directions, 
and  every  means  was  employed  to  sift  the  matter 
to  the  bottom.  Detectives  from  Chicago  were  em- 
plo3'^ed  to  assist  the  local  officers,  and  after  several 
months  succeeded  in  capturing  one  Hugh  Dar- 
raugh,  who  was  tried  and  convicted  as  an  accom- 
plice, and  sentenced  to  the  State's  prison  for  six 
years,  where  he  died.  The  other  man,  the  mur- 
derer, Stephen  Boyle,  was,  about  eighteen  months 
afterward,  traced  by  Pinkerton's  detectives  to  New 
York  City,  where,  after  being  shadowed  for  three 
months,  he  was  caught  in  the  act  of  burglary,  by 
New  York  officers.  He  was  hurried  before  a  city 
court,  where  he  was  tried  and  convicted,  and  al- 


though at  this  juncture  our  Sheriff  made  his  ap- 
pearance with  a  requisition  for  his  custody,  they 
would  not  give  him  up,  he  being  an  old  offender 
in  that  city,  and  proceeded  to  sentence  him  for 
forty  years. 

Col.  Orcutt  lingered  until  Thursday,  December 
12,  when  he  quietly  passed  away  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  The  nature  of  the  wound  was  such 
that,  had  it  healed,  the  sloughing  of  a  large  artery 
would  have  eventually  produced  a  fatal  result. 
Everything  was  done  to  minister  to  him  and  pre- 
serve his  life,  but  without  avail.  His  death  cast 
a  shadow  over  the  whole  community,  for  every- 
body took  it  as  a  personal  bereavement.  The 
courthouse  was  appropriately  draped  in  mourning, 
and  at  a  soldiers'  meeting,  presided  over  by  Gen. 
Dwight  May,  appropriate  resolutions  were  passed, 
and  committees  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  fu- 
neral. The  committees  consisted  of  Col  G.  E. 
Dunbar,  Gen.  Charles  E.  Smith,  Capt.  J.  C.  Bur- 
rows, Col.  D.  Philips,  Maj.  R.  F.  Judson,  Maj.  F. 
Pratt,  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Brown,  Sergt.  G.  M.  Buck, 
Gen.  George  S.  Acker  and  Capt.  John  H.  Wells. 
The  funeral  was  very  solemn  and  imposing,  a  vast 
concourse  of  people  turning  out  to  pay  respect  to 
one  who  had  been  for  so  many  years  an  honored 
and  valuable  citizen,  and  conspicuous  both  as  a 
civilian  and  soldier.  The  remains  were  interred 
in  Mountain  Home  Cemetery,  and  the  funeral  ex- 
penses were  defrayed  by  the  county.  The  appro- 
priate monument  erected  over  his  remains  was  the 
gift  of  the  citizens  of  Kalamazoo,  one  individual 
contributing  $200,  its  total  cost  being  $600.  There 
was  a  strong  endeavor  made  by  a  few  friends  to 
procure  some  recognition  of  his  services  in  the  way 
of  some  substantial  token  to  his  family.  The  Leg- 
islature passed  an  act  authorizing  the  county  to 
levy  a  tax  of  $2,000  toward  their  maintenance  and 
the  education  of  his  children.  The  question  was 
repeatedly  discussed  by  the  Supervisors,  but  when 
the  proposition  to  raise  $2,000  came  to  a  vote,  it 
resulted  in  a  tie,  which  equals  a  negativ^e.  A 
member  of  the  Board,  Silas  Hubbard,  Supervisor  of 
the  township  and  the  then  village  of  Kalamazoo, 
was  getting  enraged  at  the  turn  the  affair  had  taken 
and  denounced  the  proceedings  in  terms  decidedly 
forcible.     He  then  went  to  Mrs.  Orcutt,  advising 
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her  how  matters  stood,  saying  he  thought  he  could 
secure  $1,000  by  vote,  which  she  declined  to  have 
done,  feeling  the  sum  asked  for  was  small  enough, 
and  the  offer  of  less  would  be  but  an  insult  to  the 
memory  of  one  who  gave  his  life  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty  to  the  county,  and  who,  but  for 
mistaken  economy  in  the  erection  of  public  build- 
ings, might  have  been  an  honored  and  living  citi- 
zen for  many  years. 

Col.  Orcutt  left  a  wife,  a  woman  of  rare  good 
sense  and  great  courage  in  the  presence  of  misfor- 
tune; and  three  sons  who  have  since  grown  to 
manhood.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  Oc- 
tober 4,  1856,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Emily  A. 
Swadel,  daughter  of  Samuel  W.  Swadel,  of  Gales- 
burg,  this  State.  The  eldest  son,  William,  is  in 
the  hardware  business  at  Roscommon,  this  State; 
Benjamin  is  a  real-estate  dealer  at  Butte  City,  Mont., 
and  his  twin  brother,  Frank,  resides  in  Kala- 
mazoo with  his  mother,  where  he  is  Assistant  Post- 
master,  having  been  in  that  office  for  eleven  years. 
For  eight  years  he  had  charge  of  the  free  delivery 
system  under  four  Postmasters:  Kendall,  Gates, 
Shakespeare  and  Monroe.  He  is  well  educated, 
having  graduated  from  the  High  School,  and  also 
attended  Kalamazoo  College  two  years.  Mrs.  Or- 
cutt for  many  years  has  been  President  of  the  Or- 
cutt Woman's  Relief  Corps.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  soci- 
ety they  are  active  and  influential  workers. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Col.  Orcutt  on  an  ac- 
companying page  perpetuates  the  lineaments  of 
one  whose  history  is  inseparably  connected  with 
that  of  the  county. 


>^^l 
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^^^  LDEN  J.  DAYIS  is  successfully  pursuing 
Wf   \     farming  on   section  2,  Charleston   Town- 

I  A  ship,  and  is  thus  contributing  to  the  general 
(^7  prosperity  of  Kalamazoo  County.    He  was 

born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  September  7,  1832, 
his  birthplace  being  near  the  town  of  Lisbon.  His 
father,  whose  given  name  was  Lester,  was  also 
born  and  reared  in  Otsego  Count}'.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1844  came  to  Michi- 
gan to  prosecute  liis  calling  on   the  fertile  virgin 


soil  of  Kalamazoo  County.  He  located  on  section 
10,  Charleston  Township,  and  there  the  remaining 
years  of  his  long  and  useful  life  were  spent,  his 
death  occurring  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
four.  He  was  a  familiar  figure  in  the  countj^,  and 
occupied  a  high  place  among  its  pioneers.  He  was 
a  faithful  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
never  missed  a  vote.  His  wife,  Polly  Wing  in 
her  maiden  days,  and  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  himself,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  four  daughters  and 
two  sons  are  still  living,  namely:  Maria,  widow 
of  Robert  Conner,  and  a  resident  of  North  Plains 
Township,  Ionia  County;  Almira,  wife  of  Marshal 
Babcock,  of  Charleston  Township;  Alden  J.; 
Alceste,  wife  of  Harrison  Moulton,  of  Atchison, 
Kan.;  Lee,  a  resident  of  El  Dorado,  Kan.;  and 
Elvira,  wife  of  Sidney  Terry,  and  a  resident  of 
Augusta. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  is  the 
fifth  child  of  his  parents.  Twelve  years  had  passed 
over  his  head  when  his  parents  established  their 
pioneer  home  in  the  forest  wilds  of  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  had  already  attended  the  district 
school  in  his  native  place,  and  his  education  was 
completed  in  a  primitive  little  log  house  in 
Charleston  Township,  the  building  standing  on 
land  owned  by  Aaron  Watts,  and  the  school  was 
taught  by  Porter  Whitford.  Our  subject  continued 
to  assist  his  father  in  the  development  and  care  of 
his  farm  until  he  married  and  established  a  home 
of  his  own  in  the  autumn  of  1860.  He  liad  previ- 
ously built  his  house,  and  he  and  his  bride  took 
possession  of  it  immediately  after  the  wedding 
ceremony  that  made  them  one.  At  that  time,  his 
land  was  in  its  primeval  condition,  with  the  old 
forest  trees  still  standing  on  it.  His  untiring  in- 
dustry has  turned  It  into  a  valuable,  well-tilled 
farm,  supplied  with  all  the  modern  improvements 
in  the  way  of  good  buildings,  and  its  sixty-six 
acres  are  the  source  of  a  never-failing  income.  Mr. 
Davis  devotes  them  to  general  farming,  and  he 
raises  a  good  class  of  stock. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage,  November  22,  1860, 
with  Miss  Caroline  Morey,  the  seventh  child  and 
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second  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Ilelsley) 
Morey.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  pioneers  of  Mahoning  County,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  August  12,  1837.  She  has 
been  an  invaluable  helpmate  to  our  subject,  and 
their  marriage  has  brought  them  much  happiness. 
A  child  has  been  adopted  by  them,  Winifred, 
whose  birth  occurred  September  3, 1869.  Mr.  Davis 
is  a  man  of  excellent  standing  in  his  community, 
is  prompt  in  meeting  his  obligations,  is  open- 
handed  and  free-hearted  in  his  relations  with  his 
neighbors,  and  is  always  willing  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  general  good.  He  has  inter- 
ested himself  in  educational  matters,  and  has 
served  acceptably  on  the  School  Board,  as  well  as 
in  other  public  offices.  In  politics,  he  is  a  loyal 
adherent  of  the  Democratic  party. 


ON.  ELI  R.  MILLER.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  very  prominent  and  influential  in 
the  business  and  social  circles  of  Kalama- 

^  zoo  County,  is  an  ex-member  of  the  Michi- 
gan Legislature.  He  was  born  October  12,  1818, 
in  Middleton,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  and  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Richards)  Miller,  also 
natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  The  Miller  family 
are  said  to  have  been  of  Welsh  origin,  and,  emi- 
grating to  this  country,  settled  in  Connecticut  in  a 
very  early  day,  many  of  the  name  participating  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  six- 
teen years  of  his  life  in  his  native  State,  attending 
the  common  and  academic  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. With  his  parents,  he  emigrated,  in  1834,  to 
Richland,  this  county,  where  the  father  was  among 
the  pioneers  of  this  locality.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Miller  was  a  lawyer,  but  later  drifted  into  farming. 
After  locating  in  this  county,  our  subject  attended 
an  academy  at  Ann  Arbor  at  the  time  the  State 
University  was  being  located  there.  He  is  a  gentle- 
man who  is  thoroughly  posted  on  all  tlie  leading 
current  topics  and  is  a  very  interesting  conversa- 
tionalist. 

The  Hon.  Eli  R.  Miller  was  married,  in  1838,  to 


Arthusa  Mills,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children :  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  H.  C. 
Jewett,  James  S.,  Thomas  J.  and  Charles  M.  Mrs. 
Miller  died  in  1852,  and  a  year  later  our  subject 
married  his  present  wife,  who  was  an  old  school- 
mate in  Connecticut.  She  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Harriet  Cook  and  was  born  in  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  May  29,  1818.  Her  parents  were  Reuben 
and  Ruth  (Shepard)  Cook,  also  natives  of  Connec- 
ticut. Mrs.  Miller  came  to  Michigan  in  1853,  which 
State  has  since  been  her  home. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  as  Township  Clerk  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  he  was  a  member  of 
the  convention  which  organized  the  Republican 
party  "under  the  oaks"  in  Jackson,  this  State.  Mr. 
Miller  was  first  elected  to  the  Lower  House  in  the 
Michigan  Legislature  in  1871,  and  so  well  did  he 
fulfill  all  the  duties  of  that  position  that  he  was 
re-elected  the  following  term.  He  was  very  active 
while  a  member  of  that  body  and  during  his  sec- 
ond term  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  fish  com- 
mission. At  that  time  he  was  also  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Fisheries,  and  subsequently  was 
President  of  the  State  Board  of  Fish  Commission- 
ers for  several  years,  serving  without  any  compen- 
sation whatever. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  is  the  possessor  of  a  large 
and  valuable  farm  in  Richland,  which  bears  all  the 
improvements  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  machin- 
ery which  best  subserve  the  interests  of  an  agri- 
culturist. For  many  years,  he  has  been  an  extensive 
wool  producer  and  dealer  and  in  every  undertak- 
ing of  life  is  eminently  successful, having  accumu- 
lated a  handsome  fortune.  He  is  self-made  in 
the  truest  sense  of  that  term  and  ranks  among  the 
wealthy  and  progressive  citizens  of  Kalamazoo 
County. 

With  his  wife,  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  having  held  the  office  of 
Elder  in  that  body  for  many  years.  Mr.  Miller  has 
the  honor  of  being  called  the  "father'^  of  the  Fish 
Commission  of  the  State,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  President  of  the  Kalamazoo  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety. The  Republican  party  numbers  him  among  its 
most  active  and  influential  members  and  the  good 
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judgment  which  he  has  displayed  in  all  his  under- 
takings has  won  him  the  regard  and  esteem  of  ail. 
Mr.  Miller  is  a  man  of  principle  and  integrity, 
w^hose  influence  is  as  powerful  in  an  unconscious 
way  as  it  is  helpful  by  intent.  The  name  of  this 
active  and  honored  citizen  of  Kalamazoo  County 
will  be  held  in  remembrance  long  after  he  has  been 
i^athered  to  his  fathers. 


I  MLLIAM  H.  OVERHOLT.  All  honor  is 
\rJ//  due  to  the  men  of  brain  and  action  who, 
W^  ^s  trained  farmers,  have  made  Kalamazoo 
County  a  rich  agricultural  center  with  many  farms 
and  beautiful  homes,  where  thirty  years  ago  the 
wilderness  prevailed.  The  gentleman  whose  por- 
trait accompanies  this  biography  is  one  of  these  men 
to  whom  we  have  just  referred  and  is  among  the 
most  thrifty  and  well-to-do  of  his  class  in  Wak- 
eshma  Township,  where  he  has  a  valuable  farm  on 
sections  13  and  24. 

A  native  of  the  neighboring  State  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Overholt  was  born  in  one  of  its  pioneer  homes  in 
Medina  County,  December  9,  1837.  His  father, 
Joseph  K.  Overholt,  was  born  in  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  in  1804,  and  was  a  son  of  William  Overholt, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  of 
German  descent.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  the  good  and 
pious  man  was  also  a  preacher  in  the  Mennonite 
Church  near  his  home.  His  people  had  cast  lots 
•  for  a  preacher  and  he  was  chosen,  much  to  their 
joy.  In  his  old  age,  he  went  to  Ohio  to  live  with 
his  children  and  died  in  Medina  County,  aged  sev- 
enty-five years.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  His 
wife,  Barbara  Culp  in  her  maiden  days,  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy  and  more  years.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  bo3^s  and  four  girls. 

Joseph  K.  Overholt  spent  his  early  years  on  a 
farm,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  Philadelphia 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  until  his  marriage.,  and  then 
abandoned  it  on  account  of  ill-health.  After  his 
marriage,  he  and  his  young  wife  journeyed  by  team 
and  wagon  across  the  mountains  into  Ohio,  a  dis- 
tance of  six  hundred  miles,  and  in  1834  became 
pioneers  of  Medina  County,  where  they  resolved 


to  build  their  home  in  the  forests.  He  bought  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  and  settled  far  from  other  in- 
habitants. He  and  his  wife  experienced  all  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life  in  a  new  country,  but  he 
prospered  and  developed  several  farms  in  the 
course  of  years.  He  had  to  take  his  produce  to 
Cleveland,  thirty-five  miles  distant,  with  a  team, 
over  rough  roads.  He  finally  located  on  one  of 
his  farms  that  contained  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  and  lived  thereon  many  years.  When 
eighty  years  old,  he  sold  that  place  and  divided 
his  money  among  his  children,  going  to  make  his 
home  with  one  of  them.  He  came  to  Wakeshma 
Township  on  a  visit  and  died  here  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
much  ability,  highly  regarded  by  all  who  knew 
him,  was  an  active  member  of  the  Mennonite 
Church,  and  did  much  for  its  upbuilding.  In  pol- 
itics, he  was  a  Whig  until  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  then  transferred  his  alle- 
giance to  it. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret 
Anglemyers,  and  she,  too,  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  in  the  year  1807.  Her  death 
occurred  when  she  was  seventy-five  years  of 
age.  She  was  a  Christian  and  a  zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  Mennonite  Church.  The  children 
born  of  this  marriage  are:  Hannah  (Mrs.  Culp), 
Mary  (Mrs.  Histant),  William  H.,  Susan  (Mrs. 
Hide),  Maggie  (Mrs.  Miller),  Joseph,  John,  Emelia 
(Mrs.  Guj^singer),  Amanda  (Mrs.  Capp).  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  of  our  subject  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the«  grandfather  was  a  farmer. 
The  grandmother,  who  was  of  German  descent, 
was  twice  married,  and  had  two  boys  and  three 
girls  by  her  first  marriage  and  one  boy  by  her  sec- 
ond.    She  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

The  subject  of-  this  biographical  review  was  well 
drilled  in  all  that  pertains  to  farming  on  his  fa- 
ther's estate  in  his  native  county.  He  attended  the 
district  school  and  did  farm  work,  and  thus  laid  a 
solid  foundation  for  his  subsequent  education  at 
the  Normal  School  at  Medina,  which  he  entered  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  where  he  pursued  a 
liberal  course  of  study  for  three  years.  He  was  finely 
fitted  for  a  teacher  and  entered  that  profession, 
teaching  ten  terms  of  school  in  his  native  county 
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and  in  this  county.  He  was  married  in  his  own 
State,  and  in  the  fall  of  1862  he  came  to  Wakeshma 
Township  to  set  up  a  home,  buying  eighty  acres 
of  land,  included  in  his  present  farm,  for  which  he 
paid  $1,000.  Only  eight  acres  of  it  were  cleared, 
and  a  one-story  frame  house,  16x32  feet,  was  the 
only  attempt  tliat  had  been  made  towards  improve- 
ments. The  surrounding  country  was  still  wild 
and  sparsely  inhabited,  with  plenty  of  deer,  wild 
turkey  and  other  game,  and  our  subject  used  to 
kill  turkeys  in  the  woods  on  his  way  to  and  from 
the  school  that  he  taught  that  winter  at  Fulton. 
He  kept  school  here  six  terms  after  he  settled  in 
this  township  and  was  very  highly  thought  of  as  a 
teacher  by  the  people,  not  only  on  account  of  his 
learning  and  readiness  in  imparting  knowledge, 
but  for  the  good  order  that  he  maintained  among 
a  rough  set  of  boys.  He  also  taught  a  writing- 
school,  which  was  well  patronized,  as  he  was  a  good 
penman,  and  at  one  time  he  had  eighty  scholars  at 
Fulton. 

Mr.  Overholt  devoted  his  energies  when  not  en- 
gaged in  teaching  to  clearing  his  land,  and  also 
operated  a  small  shingle  mill  on  his  farm,  and 
manufactured  many  shingles.  He  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  and  has  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
are  cleared  and  under  admirable  tillage.  In  1870,  he 
built  a  fine  frame  house  and  in  1881  put  up  another 
good  sized  barn,  having  built  the  first  one  in  1866. 
He  has  his  place  supplied  with  first-class  buildings, 
and  has  a  model  farm  which  he  devotes  to  mixed 
farming,  raising  a  great  deal  of  wheat  and  keeping 
a  good  grade  of  Durham  cattle  and  Merino  sheep. 

Mr.  Overholt  was  married,  December  23,  1860, 
to  Miss  Maria  Swartz,  a  native  of  Butler  County, 
Pa.,  born  December  4,  1837.  She  has  cheerfully 
co-operated  with  him  in  the  making  of  their  beau- 
tiful home,  and  it  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  her 
careful  oversight  that  it  is  so  cozy  and  comforta- 
ble. Her  union  with  our  subject  has  been  hallowed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  as  follows; 
Elmer  E.,  Curtis  (deceased).  Forest,  Lester,  Edwin 
C,  Lottie,  Maggie  and  Austin,  all  of  whom  have 
been  given  a  very  liberal  education. 

From  the  very  first,  our  subject  has  been  a  con- 
spicuous figure  in  the  public,  social  and  political 


life  of  this  part  of  Kalamazoo  County,  the  people 
regarding  a  man  of  his  education  and  ability  as  a 
decided  acquisition  to  the  citizenship  of  the  com- 
munity. He  began  life  with  no  capital,  but  has 
become  wealthy  by  the  exercise  of  those  traits  of 
character  that  insure  success  in  their  possessor,  and 
in  all  his  transactions  he  has  maintained  his  honor 
unsullied  and  his  financial  integrity  unshaken.  By 
his  public  spirit,  he  has  pushed  forward  many 
schemes  that  have  been  beneficial  to  the  community, 
and  by  his  generous  use  of  his  means  shows  that 
no  selfish  aims  have  actuated  him  in  gathering  to- 
gether his  property.  He  was  elected  Treasurer  of 
the  township  when  he  came  and  held  that  position 
a  long  lime,  besides  being  Road  Commissioner, 
School  Inspector  and  Superintendent  of  the  Schools 
of  the  township,  his  work  being  to  examine  those 
applying  for  position  as  teachers. 

Socially,  Mr.  Overholt  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  at  Fulton,  and  of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance. He  was  a  Republican  until  Greeley  ran  for 
the  Presidency,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  Democrats.  No  man  has  done 
more  to  awaken  and  keep  alive  the  religious  life 
of  the  community  than  he  as  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  has  been 
Deacon  and  Trustee  of  the  same  and  has  been  very 
active  in  the  interests  of  the  Sunday-school,  of 
which  he  has  been  Superintendent.  He  has  been 
Vice-president  of  the  County  Sunday-school  Con- 
vention, always  makes  it  a  point  to  attend  the 
conventions,  and  gives  freely  to  the  support  of 
both  church  and  Sunday-school. 


^^xALVIN  B.  MITCHELL.  This  prosperous 
(([^  farmei  of  Kalamazoo  County  has  for  more 
^^^  than  twenty  years  resided  on  section  29, 
Comstock  Township,  where  he  owns  a  farm  of 
forty-five  acres.  Although  small,  it  is  well-im- 
proved, and  every  acre  is  made  to  yield  bountiful 
harvests  as  the  result  of  proper  rotation  of  crops 
and  fertilization  of  the  soil.  In  former  years,  Mr. 
Mitchell  owned  a  considerable  amount  of  land, 
but  has  gradually  sold  off  much  of  his  property, 
and  now  retains  only  his  pleasant  homestead. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1023 


Henrietta  Township,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
was  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  and  April  29, 
1829,  the  date  of  his  birth.  His  father,  Judah  S., 
was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  and  became  a 
local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
having  a  circuit  in  New  York.  He  married  in 
Connecticut,  and  thence  moved  to  Henrietta, 
and  later  to  Niagara  County,  where  he  resided 
until  lie  passed  away,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
Asa  Mitchell,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  followed  his  occupa- 
tion of  a  miller  there  and  in  Niagara  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Calvin  Brainerd,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry,  and  in  later  life  a  resident  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  His  daughter,  Ursula, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  where  she 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  8r.  Their  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  Minerva  died  when  small; 
Calvin  B.  is  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Sarah  C.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Orton,  of  Girard,  this  State; 
Olive,  the  widow  of  G.  W.  Kittinger,  resides  in 
Lockport,  N.  Y.;  and  Gilbert  is  Supervisor  of 
Geneva  Township,  Van  Buren  County.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years. 

When  one  year  old,  our  subject  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  meanwhile  finishing  his  educa- 
tion at  Lima  College.  March  2,  1850,  he  was 
married  to  Martha  A.,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Nancy  M.  (Valentine)  Dutcher,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  one  among 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  now  survive — a 
brother,  J.  C,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  a  sister,  Emma  J., 
wife  of  George  W.  Pr ingle,  of  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  born  in  Yates  Township, 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  February  6,  1828,  and 
there  resided  from  the  time  of  her  marriage  until 
1860. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  the  above-mentioned 
year,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  30,  Comstock  Township,  which 
they  afterward  sold  and  located  on  section  31.  In 
1871,  they   purchased   their  present  property  on 


section  29,  and  have  resided  here  since.  Their 
family  comprises  four  children:  J.  Chadsey,  a  far- 
mer of  Grand  Ledge,  this  State;  Nancy,  wife  of 
Wesley  Stowell,  a  farmer  and  gardener  of  Petoskey  ; 
Ormsby  E.,  who  resides  at  home  with  his  parents ; 
and  Fred  W.,  who  married  May  Kendall  and 
makes  his  home  in  Kalamazoo. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mitchell  adheres  to  the  views  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  was  elected  Supervisor 
in  1868,  serving  one  year,  and  has  also  filled  the 
position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years 
refusing  to  serve  longer.  He  is  now  Highway 
Commissioner  and  has  occupied  the  various  school 
ofiflces.  He  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Kalamazoo,  to  which  his  estimable 
wife  has  also  belonged  since  she  was  twenty  years 
old. 


^ir^BENEZER  PIKE,  the  ex-Supervisor  of 
|W|  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
ji: — ^  is  a  respected  resident  of  section  27.  His 
father  was  Orange  Pike,  who  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  21,  1801,  and  took  as  his  wife 
Lois  Willis,  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject. 
They  came  from  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1854, 
to  this  county,  and  settled  in  Portage  Township, 
and  it  was  here  that  the  good  wife  and  mother 
was  called  to  her  everlasting  rest,  January  21, 
1892,  when  upwards  of  ninety  years  of  age.  She 
was  born  December  5.  1801,  and  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1828,  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  unto 
her  were  born  three  daughters  and  one  son,  our 
subject,  he  being  the  first-born.  The  father  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 

He  of  whom  we  write  this  life  record  was  born 
in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  January  27,  1830. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  place  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  married,  in  Eagle 
Township,  Wyoming  County,  November  21,  1854, 
to  Mary  A.  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  W3^oming 
County,  March  5,  1836.  Immediately  after  their 
marriage,  the  young  couple  started  for  Kalamazoo 
County  and  settled  in  Portage  Township  where 
they  have  since  been  residents,  on  land  which  was 
purchased  a  few  months    previously.     This    first 
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purchase  was  of  one  hundred  and  nine  acres,  but, 
by  adding  to  it  from  time  to  time,  he  now  owns 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  finely  cultivated 
acres,  on  which  are  erected  good  and  substantial 
farm  buildings.  Since  coming  to  this  county,  he 
has  given  his  undivided  attention  to  his  farming, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  suc- 
cess, doing  a  general  business. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  wor- 
thy parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Nettie,  who 
is  the  widow  of  J.  A.  Taylor,  who  died  in  Kansas, 
January  16,  1892;  Nellie  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  E.  Van  Hoesen;  Minnie  D.,  who  married  An- 
drew Barley;  Elmer  E.,  who  married  Miss  Myrta 
Hallock,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Lyons,  Kan.,  and 
Katie  A.  Mr.  Pike  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
Portage  Township  with  satisfaction  to  every  one, 
for  nearly  four  years,  and  takes  a  fairly  active 
part  in  local  affairs.  His  political  affiliations  are 
with  the  Republican  party.  Religiously,  he  is 
very  liberal  in  his  views  and  is  not  connected  with 
any  church. 


-^=^: 


\>^<l 
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|]  OHN  N.  RANSOM.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  a  life  sketch  of  a  citizen 
of  Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
who  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his 
neighbors,  and  is  justly  considered  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  the  county.  He  is  a  progressive 
and  successful  farmer,  whose  splendid  estate  of 
eleven  hundred  and  sixty  acres  lies  on  section  11, 
and  his  beautiful  residence  is  admired  as  one  of 
the  greatest  ornaments  of  the  agricultural  portion 
of  Kalamazoo  County.  Mr.  Ransom  is  very  sys- 
tematic in  the  conduct  of  his  farm,  and  does  well 
what  he  undertakes.  The  family  is  very  hospitable 
and  is  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  through- 
out the  county. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is 
a  native  of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  March 
2,  1840.  He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Fletcher  Ransom, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1800.  The  latter- 
named  gentleman  was  a  man  of  fine  education, be- 
ing graduated  from  the  Williams  College  in  New 
York.     He  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Adams  Allen, 


of  Vermont,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Glens  Falls,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson 
River,  in  New  York.  He  there  remained  for  a  few 
years,  and  in  1835  came  to  Michigan,  and  made 
settlement  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he  followed  his 
profession  for  about  seven  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  entered  from  the  Government  a  tract 
of  land  in  Alamo  Township,  upon  which  he  located. 
His  estate  numbered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death  in 
1867.  Dr.  Ransom  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
his  county,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
during  the  years  1842-43,  being  elected  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  He  was  a  brother  of  ex-Gov.  Ran- 
som, and  was  a  man  of  high  standing  and  promi- 
nence throughout  the  State.  He  also  served  his 
townsmen  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Noyes,  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State.  She  died  in  Kalamazoo,  in  October, 
1840.  Two  children  were  born  of  her  union  with 
Dr.  Ransom:  our  subject,  and  Charles,  who  lives 
at  Plain  well.  John  N.  Ransom  received  a  good 
education  in  the  common  and  High  Schools  of 
Kalamazoo.  He  remained  at  home  aiding  his  fa- 
ther in  clearing  his  new  farm  until  attaining  his 
majority,  at  which  time  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother  Charles  in  the  farming  business. 
They  operated  together  until  1876,  when  our  sub- 
ject purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  pros- 
ecuted the  business  alone. 

John  N.  Ransom  was  married,  in  1869,  to  Caro- 
line Hydorn,  a  native  of  Alamo  Township.  Mrs. 
Ransom  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Susannah 
Hydorn,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  who  came  to 
the  Wolverine  State  in  an  early  day;  they  both 
died  in  this  township.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  granted  a  family  of  four  children: 
Fletcher  C.  is  attending  the  Art  Institute  in  Chi- 
cago, having  exhibited  decided  talent  as  an  artist; 
Fannie  E.  is  attending  school  in  Kalamazoo;  and 
will  graduate  in  June,  1892;  John  W.  and  Larkin 
N.  are  at  home. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  City  National  Bank,  and  is  otherwise  greatly 
interested  in  the  business  life  of  the  county.  He 
is  an    extensive   farmer  and  stock-raiser,  having 
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some  very  fine  aninuils  on  his  estate.  He  is  highly 
esteemed,  and  among  his  personal  characteristics 
is  that  of  a  love  of  truth  and  justice  which  makes 
him  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents. 


^^♦♦♦♦r 
^^♦♦♦♦F 


.  AVID  R.  STUART.  Although  removed 
by  death  when  scarcely  yet  in  life's  prime, 
and  when  the  future  with  its  bright  vistas 
of  promise  stretched  alluringly  ahead, 
Mr.  Stuart  had  already  become  known  as  a  man  of 
steadfastness,  integrity  and  indefatigable  industry. 
On  Thanksgiving  Day,  November  25,  1886,  the  day 
upon  whicli  it  had  been  his  pleasant  anticipation 
to  meet  his  relatives  at  a  happy  family  reunion,  he 
closed  his  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth,  to  open 
them  in  a  land  where  family  circles,  broken  here, 
are  united  forever. 

The  parental  history  of  Mr.  Stuart,  whose  por- 
trait accompanies  this  life  sketch,  may  be  found  in 
the  biographical  sketches  of  his  brothers,  William 
and  George  P.,  which  appear  on  another  page. 
David  R.  was  born  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  May 
5,  1851,  and  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  farm  which 
his  father  there  owned.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he 
came  to  the  village  of  Schoolcraft,  where  he  was 
employed  as  clerk  m  the  dry-goods  house  of  Stuart 
&  Gainsley.  His  education  was  gained  principally 
by  reading  and  observation,  rather  than  by  atten- 
dance at  school,  but  by  self -culture  he  became  well 
informed. 

November  16,  1871,  Mr.  Stuart  was  united  in 
marriage  at  Schoolcraft  to  Miss  Carrie  L.,  daugh- 
ter of  Oscar  R.  and  Eliza  F.  (Bishop)  Hatch,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Vermont  and  England.  At  an 
early  day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatch  settled  in  SchxOolcraft, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  a 
long  time.  He  was  a  man  of  great  firmness  of 
character  and  painstaking  industry,  and  his  death 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  '60s  was  widely  mourned 
His  widow  still  survives.  Tliey  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  and  Mrs.  Stuart,  who  was  the 
eldest,  was  born  in  Schoolcraft  Township. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  resid- 
ed in  the  village  for  a  short  time,  and    from   there 
removed  to  a  farm  where  they  resided   five  years. 
47  K 


Returning  to  Schoolcraft,  Mr.  Stuart  accepted  the 
position  of  Postmaster  and  also  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  until  his  death.  He  was  highly  re- 
spected and  honored  in  the  community  where  he 
lived,  and  during  the  ten  years  in  which  he  served 
as  Postmaster  (having  been  appointed  to  that  po- 
sition February  15,  1877),  he  served  the  interests 
of  the  people  with  such  fidelity  and  energy  that  he 
won  the  praise  of  all.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
all  public  affairs  and  held  many  local  offices  of 
trust. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  as  follows:  Edith  R.,  who  is  a  student 
in  the  Ypsilanti  College;  Maynard  H.,  who  is  at 
home;  and  Florence  E.,  who  died  when  nine  months 
old.  In  her  religious  connections,  Mrs.  Stuart  is 
connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church  as  one  of  its 
most  active  and  devoted  members,  and  is  a  lady  of 
sincere  Christian  character.  She  rents  the  splendid 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  was 
a  part  of  her  husband's  estate  and  derives  from  its 
rental  a  fair  income. 


ILBERT  STUART.  This  honorable  citizen 
of  Schoolcraft  Townsliip,  Kalamazoo 
County,  whose  portrait  and  life  sketch  we 
present  to  our  readers,  passed  from  this  life  at  his 
home  on  section  20,  April  7,  1887.  He  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  and  at  his  death  left  a  valuable  estate 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  bore  all 
the  improvements  which  stamp  it  as  the  property 
of  a  thrifty  and  progressive  gentleman. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  County  Ber- 
wick, Scotland,  in  August,  1805,  in  which  country 
his  mother  was  also  born,  her  natal  day  being  in 
August,  1808.  In  the  parental  family  of  seven 
children,  Gilbert  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
and  the  oldest  son,  his  natal  day  being  May  25, 
1830,  the  place  of  his  nativity  being  New  Vernon, 
N.  J.  His  parents  removing  to  Schoolcraft,  this 
countjswhen  he  was  a  lad  of  seven  years,  he  ac- 
companied them  thither  and  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  township  ever  since. 

Gilbert  Stuart  was  married,  October  9,  1855,   to 
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Miss  Alice,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  (Smith) 
Hendricks,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  They  came 
to  Schoolcraft  Township  in  an  early  day,  where 
they  made  their  homes  until  their  death.  Mrs. 
Stuart  was  the  youngest  of  four  children  born  to 
her  parents,  her  natal  day  being  January  19,  1833. 
To  our  subject  and  his  good  wife  were  granted 
the  following-named  children:  Elizabeth  N.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Heckman;  Arthur,  Frank, 
Charles  E.  and  Lena  A. 

During  his  life  our  subject  took"  an  active  part 
in  township  affairs  and  was  very  prominent  in  his 
locality.  In  many  instances  he  showed  himself  ca- 
pable of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him  and  his  loss  was  greatly  felt  in  the  com- 
munity. He  always  interested  himself  in  the  po  - 
litical  questions  of  the  day  and  was  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican. 


~S] 


^+^ 
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EBEN    N.    DAVIS,    the   "Farmer   Poet''    of 
Kalamazoo  County,  is  not  only  possessed  of 
/-  great  practical  ability  as  an  agriculturist,  as 

is  evinced  by  his  successful  management  of  his  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  farming  and  stock  interests 
on  section  1,  Climax  Township,  of  which  he  is  an 
old  resident,  but  he  is  a  man  of  rare  literary  merit 
and  poetical  talent,  whose  products  are  well  known 
to  the  readers  of  the  leading  papers  of  this  and 
adjacent  counties. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  native  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
born  in  the  town  of  Wilson,  January  4,  1833.  His 
father,  Isaac  Davis,  was  born  in  Gorham,  Me.,  June 
11,  1793.  The  originators  of  the  Davis  family  in 
America  were  three  brothers  of  the  name,  one  of 
whom  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  the  Isle  of  Man  and 
settled  in  Maine  in  Colonial  times.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  died  in  his  New  England 
home  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

Isaac  Davis  was  a  blacksmith.  He  went  to  the 
State  of  New  York  when  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old  and  located  among  the  pioneers  of  Niagara 
County.  He  opened  a  smithy  there,  and  also 
bought  a  farm  of  fifty  acres  of  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase Company  in  1816.     In  1834,  he  made  an- 


other migration,  having  decided  to  found  a  home 
in  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan.  The  moment- 
ous journey  through  the  wilderness  intervening 
was  made  with  two  yoke  of  cattle  and  a  wagon, 
and  the  family  arrived  at  their  destination,  after 
three  weeks'  travel,  a  few  days  before  Christmas. 
Mr.  Davis  bought  the  homestead  now  occupied  by 
his  son  of  whom  we  write  directly  from  the 
Government,  and  proceeded  to  erect  a  house  of 
white  wood  logs,  which  was  one  of  the  finest  dwel- 
lings in  this  region  for  many  a  year.  It  was  25x25 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  was  made  of  white  wood 
logs,  that  were  five  feet  through  and  were  hewed 
down,  the  trees  from  which  they  were  taken  having 
formed  a  part  of  the  primeval  forest.  Part  of  the 
farm  was  known  as  Willow  Plains,  and  the  re- 
mainder consisted  of  heavy  oak  openings.  Mr. 
Davis  soon  became  known  among  his  fellow-pio- 
neers for  his  skill  as  a  blacksmith,  which  trade  he 
pursued  for  ten  years  after  his  settlement,  and 
people  came  fifteen  miles  to  get  him  to  do  their 
work  in  that  line.  He  transformed  his  land  into  a 
fine  farm,  and  here  he  dwelt  in  peace  and  comfort, 
like  the  patriarchs  of  old,  until  death  came  to  him 
at  a  venerable  age  in  1886.  The  faithful  compan- 
ion, who  shared  life's  joys  and  sorrow^s  with  him 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  preceded  him  to  the 
silent  land,  dying  in  1882.  Her  name  in  her 
maiden  days  was  Priscilla  Rumrery,  and  she  too 
was  a  native  of  the  Pine  Tree  State,  born  August 
27,  1795.  They  reared  five  children:  Sarah  Jane, 
Amanda  and  Miranda  (twins),  Ezra  L,  and  Eben 
N.  They  were  all  well  educated,  and  the  most  of 
them  taught  school,  the  daughters  being  among 
the  early  pioneer  teachers  of  this  section,  Sarah 
teaching  twenty  terms. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  has 
known  no  other  home  than  Michigan,  as  he  was 
too  young  when  the  family  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  being  only  a  year  and  a  half  old,  to  re- 
member the  place  of  his  birth,  and  here  he  was 
reared  under  pioneer  influences  to  a  thoughtful, 
self-reliant,  active  manhood.  His  first  experience 
in  attending  school  was  in  a  primitive  log  house, 
a  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  his  home,  that  was 
heated  by  an  open  fireplace  with  a  mud  and  stick 
chimney,  and  furnished  with  VQugh  slab  benches. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1031 


with  the  bark  side  down,  and  supported  by  pin 
legs.  The  school  was  conducted  under  the  rate- 
bill  system,  and  the  teacher  boarded  round  among 
the  pupils.  In  those  early  days,  the  country  was 
very  sparsely  settled  and  there  were  ten  Indians 
to  one  white.  Our  subject  often  played  with  the 
Indians  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  used  to  shoot  at  a 
mark  with  them.  There  were  many  wolves  and 
deer  here,  and  the  latter  roamed  over  the  plain 
constituting  a  part  of  his  farm  like  sheep  in  droves. 
When  he  was  twenty-one  and  twenty-two  years 
old,  Mr.  Davis  taught  school  two  winters  in  Alle- 
gan County,  and  one  winter  in  Eaton  County.  He 
had  previously  been  fitted  for  the  profession  at 
Olivet  College,  which  he  attended  two  winters 
when  seventeen  and  eighteen  years  old.  But  his 
preference  was  for  farming,  which  Horace  Greeley 
called  "The  noblest  of  professions,"  and  he  has 
prospered  greatly.  He  has  three  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  all  lying  in  a  body,  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  which  are  cleared  and  under  admir- 
able tillage.  The  buildings  are  roomy,  substantial 
and  well  arranged,  and  consist  of  a  commodious 
frame  dwelling,  four  barns  and  other  outhouses 
for  various  purposes.  Mr.  Davis  is  much  interested 
in  stock  of  various  kinds,  and  has  been  extensively 
engaged  in  that  branch  of  business,  raising  many 
fine  Percheron-Norman  draft  horses.  Merino  fine 
wool  sheep  and  Short-horn  Durham  cattle. 

Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Eliza  Brown,  January  17,  1867,  and  the  home  that 
they  have  established  is  the  centre  of  a  refined  and 
gracious  liospitality.  Mrs.  Davis  was  born  in 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  June  25, 1839.  She  came 
to  this  county  in  1865,  with  her  parents,  James 
and  Mary  (Powers)  Brown.  Her  union  with  our 
subject  has  brought  them  five  children,  namely: 
Frank  G.,  Edwin  F.,  Isaac  L.,  Deland  A.  and  Elzie 
M.  Edwin  and  Deland  are  attending  Krug's  Busi- 
ness College  at  Battle  Creek. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  high  personal  character 
and  standing,  a  gentleman  of  honor  and  a  scholar 
gifted  with  fine  mental  endowments.  He  has  a 
decided  taste  for  literary  pursuits,  has  cultivated 
his  powers  in  that  direction,  and  wields  a  facile 
pen.  He  is  the  author  of  several  well-known 
poems,  which  have  been  published  in  the  Kalama- 


zoo and  Battle  Creek  papers,  among  which  we  may 
mention  "Heaven,  Its  Surroundings;''  "Life  and 
Its  Seasons;''  "Epitaphs  of  Living  Men;"  "The 
Deacon's  Wife;"  "A  Dream  of  Creation,  Sin  and 
Hell" — a  forty-page  pamphlet,  and  numerous 
other  poems  of  note  have  been  published  by  him. 
Mr.  Davis  keeps  himself  well  informed  as  to  the 
political  issues  of  the  day,  and  is  a  steadfast  Re- 
publican. He  has  held  various  township  oflflces, 
and  is  always  ready  to  help  forward  any  move- 
ment that  will  in  any  way  promote  progress  and 
prosperity.  His  social  relations  are  with  the  Odd 
Fellows'  Lodge  at  Climax. 

LONELY    MUSINGS. 
[Written  for  the  Telegraph  ] 

Today,  deep  in  this  lifeless  wood, 

I've  wandered  m  disconsolate  mood; 

The  pure  white  snow  on  which  I  tread 

Has  hid  the  graves  of  Nature's  dead. 

I  feel,  within  this  silent  wood, 

A  creeping  sense  of  solitude. 

Through  leafless  trees  no  breeze  is  blown 

To  hint  that  I  am  not  alone. 

These  sombre  limbs  laced  overhead, 

So  still  and  silent,  all  seem  dead; 

No  earthly  sound  comes  through  the  air; 

The  world  around  me  seems  to  wear 

A  look  of  peaceful  loneliness, 

Remembering  the  soft  caress 

Of  summer  winds  when  robed  in  flowers. 

With  music  measuring  the  hours 

Of  bud,  and  grass,  and  warm  rain  wet. 

And  April's  early  violet; 

The  fallen  leaves,  the  faded  flowers 

That  garlanded  those  festal  hours; 

The  joy  of  growth,  the  teeming  life 

That  woke  a  thronging  pulseless  strife, 

Has  gone,  together  with  the  glow 

That  filled  my  young  life  long  ago; 

A  question,  in  a  doubting  way, 

Will  aught  again  no  more  be  gay, 

Or  blossom  bloom  along  life's  way.? 

I  start.     A  voice  within  doth  say, 

"Yea,  doubter,  yea.     The  summer  flower 

Again  shall  bloom  to  grace  your  bower. 

Again  the  hawthorn  shall  supply 

The  garland  youth  delights  to  tie. 

The  lambs  again  will  skip  and  bound; 

And  wild  birds  carol  all  around; 

And  youth  may  frolic  light  as  they 

In  sport  the  live-long  summer  day; 

And  this  dull,  lifeless,  sombre  scene 

Will  robe  itself  in  lovely  green 
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When  gentle  spring  asserts  her  powers, 

And  sends  forth  warm  refreshing  showers.*' 

Haste  lovely  spring!     Haste  on  thy  way! 

Some  sign  reveal  I  humbly  pray. 

The  air  seems  milder  overhead, 

The  snow  has  softened  where  I  tread; 

But,  hark!     Along  the  frozen  ground, 

I  catch  a  muffled,  liquid  sound, 

A  voice  that  sings  of  Paradise, 

Low  murmuring  in  the  walls  of  ice; 

A  melody  that  seeks  to  run 

To  find  again  the  truant  sun. 

I  hear  the  fettered  pulses  stir 

Of  winter's  happy  prisoner. 

Whose  merry  sound  and  laughter  bring 

A  thought  of  the  returning  spring. 

This  is  indeed  the  dawn  of  spring. 

For  wild  geese  now  are  on  the  wing. 

Their  course  is  northward  to  prepare 

To  welcome  spring's  mild,  balmy  air. 

I'll  watch  their  course  and  see  their  flight. 

My  soul  is  stirred  with  keen  delight — 

A  nameless  rapture  akin  to  pain — 

Delightful  spring  will  come  again! 

Yet  a  shadow  seems  to  lie 

On  dreary  earth  from  dreary  sky; 

A  rayless  laden  pall  that  gloomed 

O'er  nature's  loveliness  entombed; 

No  sunny  ray,  no  gleam  of  grace 

Brightens  the  landscape's  soulless  face. 

Those  wild  birds'  notes,  sad  monotone. 

Is  all  I  hear  while  here  alone. 

I  hear  the  wild  birds'  homeless  cry. 

High  in  the  air  I  see  them  fly, 

And  feel  a  touch  of  sympathy 

(Which  stirs  the  chords  of  memory) 

With  Nature  in  her  sullen  moods; 

Yet  my  sad  thoughts  I  clothe  in  words. 

"Oh,  weary,  weary  world!"     I  sighed, 

"Oh,  thwarted  aims  and  needs  denied; 

Is  this  the  pitiful  end  that  waits 

Our  toils,  our  gains,  our  loves,  our  hates? 

We  bud  and  blossom  as  the  leaf. 

Are  gathered  as  the  ripened  sheaf; 

The  summer  past,  the  harvest  o'er, 

We  sleep,  and  do  we  wake  no  more? 

I've  asked  the  question  o'er  and  o'er. 

Do  we  sleep  on  forevermore?" 

Just  then  my  listless  glance  espied 

A  mossy  boulder,  low  and  wide. 

Close  by  a  branching  oak,  that  spread 

Its  sombre  tracery  overhead, 

And,  nestling  at  its  gnarled  feet. 

Safe  sheltered  in  her  warm  retreat, 

I  found  a  fragile  creeping  thing; 

Close  to  the  oak  its  tendrils  cling. 

The  shy  arbutus  folding  up 


Its  shining  leaf  and  waxen  cup; 

Ambrosial  balm  and  spicery. 

The  soul  of  all  the  sweets  that  be, 

With  all  its  flowery  flagons,  tipped 

And  blooming,  I  pressed  it  to  my  lips; 

Each  downy  sprig,  each  groping  shoot. 

Read  me  a  lesson  wise  but  mute; 

On  glossy  leaf  and  pin  ken  bell, 

A  warm  tear,  flashing,  downward  fell; 

I  thought  how  wise  has  been  His  plan, 

And  should  we  doubt  His  love  for  man. 

When  God  so  guards  this  humble  flower 

While  north  winds  rave,  and  tempests  lower? 

Shall  we,  the  creatures  of  His  care, 

Arraign  His  mercy,  or  despair? 

With  tender  touch  and  soft  caress. 

Full  of  remorseful  tenderness, 

I  placed  about  her  mossy  eaves 

With  reverent  hands  the  sod  and  leaves, 

And  then  with  pensive  footsteps  turned 

Where  one  pale  gleam  of  sunset  burned. 

A  voice  now  cheers  my  lonely  way. 

And  to  my  troubled  soul  doth  say, 

"Oh  doubting  heart!  oh  wavering  faith! 

Just  trust  His  love,  in  life,  in  death. 

Is  there  no  lamp  to  guide  and  save, 

Hung  on  the  blank  walls  of  the  grave? 

Will  not  His  tenderness  unbar 

Or  set  some  hidden  door  ajar? 

Some  shrouded  window  in  the  gloom. 

Beyond  the  silence  of  the  tomb, 

Through  which  His  sheltering  hand  may  fall 

On  crumbling  clay  and  mold 'ring  pall 

And  nurse  the  seed  immortal  hid 

Beneath  the  nameless  coffin  lid? 

Both  flee  before  His  quickening  breath. 

The  winter  and  the  night  of  death; 

When  wide  the  summoning  angels  fling 

The  Gateway  of  Eternal  Spring." 

Eben  N.  Davis. 
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?  LFRED  F.  COX  was  a  native  of  Scotts- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  October 
(I  15,  1826.  He  was  there  reared  on  a  farm 
and  grew  to  manhood.  He  finally  left 
native  county  and  journeyed  to  Orleans 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  bus- 
iness for  a  short  time,  and,  about  the  year  1852, 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  Portage  Township. 

Our   subject  was  married  in  Beloit,   Wis.,   Sep- 
tember 14,  1853,  to  Mary  M,  Graham,  a  native  of 
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Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born    Octo- 
ber 26,  1826.     The  couple  settled  on  their   home- 
stead in  Portage   Township,   and    remained  there 
until  the  death  of  the  husband,  our  subject,  January 
10,  1872,  while  his  good  wife  survived    him   until 
October    11,    1882.     He  was  brought   up     in    the 
Quaker  faith,  while  she  was  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.     They  had  born  unto  them    six   chil- 
dren, as  follows:    Levi  Fred,  who  married  Julia  L. 
Smith,   and    is   a   resident   of    Kalamazoo    City; 
Alfred  F.  married  Flora  J.  Duncan,  and  resides  in 
Portage  Township;  Charles  J.  took  as  his  wife  Ada 
E.   Bevier,  and  they  make  their  home  in    Kalama- 
zoo City;  Wellington   G.,  Elmer  8.,   and  Ada    M. 
remain  on  the  old  homestead.     Mr.  Cox    erected  a 
good   substantial   set  of  farm  buildings  on  his   es- 
tate of  two  hundred  and    sixty  acres,  and  the  son, 
Wellington,  now  resides  on  the    homestead,  which 
he  is  carrying  on  successfully. 
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kE  ROY  CAHILL,  the  proprietor  of  the  Ca- 
hili  Manufacturing  Company  at  Kalamazoo, 
established  in  business  here  about  fifteen 
years  ago.  The  plant  covers  a  frontage  a  full 
block  in  length  between  Rose  and  Church  Streets, 
on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  and  one-half 
block  in  depth.  The  company  give  constant  em- 
ployment to  thirty  men  in  the  shops  and  keep 
fifty-four  salesmen,  forty-eight  of  whom  are  sup- 
plied with  teams  and  outfits,  and  sell  directly  to 
the  farmer  at  factory  prices. 

The  above  company  manufacture  the  Cahill 
Plow  Sulky,  the  superior  quality  of  which  is  de- 
monstrated in  the  fact  that  their  annual  sales 
amount  to  seven  or  eight  thousand  sulkies,  which 
bring  them  in  an  income  of  $250,000.  Their 
manufacture  has  found  a  market  in  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  they 
have  over  seventy-five  thousand  in  use  at  the 
present  time. 

Le  Roy  Cahill  was  born  in  Portage  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  this  State,  August  22,  1841, 
and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Cornelia  (Hascall) 
Cahill,  the  father  a  native  of  Ohio.     He  came  to 


this  county  about  sixty-five  years  ago  in  company 
with  a  brother,  Abraham,  and,  locating  in  Portage 
Township, held  the  office  of  County  Clerk  for  eight 
or  twelve  years.  He  was  very  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  in  politics  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Republican.  He  died  in  1879,  aged  seventy-two 
years.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  better 
land  when  our  subject  was  a  boy.  The  parental 
family  included  one  daughter  and  four  sons. 

Our  subject  was  in  attendance  at  the  Baptist  Col- 
lege on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  In  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  P",  Nineteenth  Michigan 
Infantry  as  Orderly  Sergeant.  He  was  promoted 
through  the  honors  quickly  until  he  was  made 
Captain  of  Company  A,  and  was  under  Sherman's 
command  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  After  having 
served  through  the  entire  period  of  the  war,  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Detroit.  He  was  wounded  at 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  by  being  shot  in  the  arm,  and 
again  in  the  right  hand,  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell 
at  Dallas  Woods,  Mo.,  and  also  in  the  shoulder 
at  Peachtree  Creek. 

Returning  again  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life, 
Mr.  Cahill  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  at  Kalama- 
zoo, carrying  on  a  prosperous  business  for  five  or 
six  years.  He  then  became  interested  in  a  stock 
company  in  that  city  handling  agricultural  imple- 
ments, and  he  became  manager  of  the  salesroom. 
After  four  or  five  years  thus  engaged,  Mr.  Cahill 
invented  and  patented  the  Sulky  Plow.  From 
the  very  first,  he  has  met  with  success  in  his 
business.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  St.  Johns 
Plow  Company,  of  which  he  is  Treasurer,  and 
the  Cone  Coupler  Carriage  Company,  both  of 
which  are  known  throughout  the  State  as  being 
extensive  manufacturing  enterprises.  The  orig- 
inal of  this  sketch  is  President  of  the  Electric 
Light  Company  and  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Chicago,  Kalamazoo  &  Saginaw  Railway  Compan3\ 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Zoa  Phora  Medicine 
Company  and  is  a  Director  in  the  First  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  Cahill  owns  a  sixteen  hundred  acre  ranch 
near  Hays  City,  Kan.,  which  bears  fine  improve- 
ments and  is  well  stocked  with  horses  and  cattle. 
He  is  the  proprietor  of  the  old  family  homestead 
in  Portage  Township  which  is  a  valuable  piece  of 
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real  estate.  Miss  Elma  Lee,  of  Dowagiac,  this  State, 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  June  1, 1883.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Lee 
Hascall  and  Margaret. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cahill  are  members  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  is  Trustee  and 
toward  the  support  of  which  he  has  ever  been  a 
generous  contributor.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  through  whose  efforts  has 
recently  been  finished  the  most  beautiful  church  in 
Kalamazoo,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  eighteen 
hundred,  and  erected  after  the  most  modern  style 
of  architecture. 

In  politics,  he  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Republican 
and  socially  is  a  Master  Mason.  Probably  the 
name  of  no  other  man  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  agricultural  implements  is  so  widely  known  to 
the  farmers  of  the  United  States  as  that  of  Le  Roy 
Cahill.  He  has  contributed  extensively  to  the 
wants  of  the  agricultural  community,  and,  like  Mc- 
Cormick,  John  Deer  and  J.  I.  Case,  his  name  has 
become  a  household  word. 

Our  subject  is  an  esteemed  citizen — one  who  re- 
cognizes merit  in  other  institutions  and  who  is 
abreast  of  the  times  in  every  instance.  He  possesses 
a  genial  nature  and  is  fond  of  social  pastimes.  His 
home  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  and  beautiful  in 
the  city. 


JOHN  S.  HARRISON.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is 
a  typical  American,  having  arisen  to  his 
present  high  standing  in  the  agricultural 
community  through  his  own  persistent  efforts.  He 
is  at  present  residing  on  his  beautiful  estate,  lo- 
cated on  section  2,  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Judge 
Bazzel  Harrison,  who  was  born  in  Maryland,  March 
15,  1771.  When  a  young  man,  the  elder  Mr.  Har- 
rison removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
married  to  Martha  Stilwell,  whose  birth  occurred 
February  4,  1774.  They  made  their  home  in 
the  Keystone  State  until  1810,  at  which  time  they 
removed  to  Kentucky,  where  they  resided  for  two 


years  and  then  returned  to  their  old  home  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  later  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1827  came  to  Michigan,  locat- 
ing on  section  2,  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  Mr. 
Harrison  was  very  popular  in  the  community 
and  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  many  years.  He  died  August 
30,  1874,  having  been  preceded  to  the  better 
land  by  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  June  7, 
1857. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
seventeen  children,  of  whom  ten  lived  to  reach 
mature  years.  John  S.  Harrison  was  born  in 
Clarke  County,  Ohio,  March  9,  1820,  and  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  this 
State  in  1827.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  and  re- 
ceived but  a  limited  education  in  the  district 
school.  He  never  attended  college,  but,  being  of 
studious  habits  and  a  close  observer,  he  obtained 
a  practical  knowledge  that  has  served  him  to  good 
purpose. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  in  School- 
craft Township,  November  22,  1842,  to  Maria  E., 
daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Stilwell)  Baker, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  located 
in  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  the 
death  of  the  father,  some  time  in  the  '40s.  Mrs. 
Baker  then  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
she  died  in  the  fall  of  1843,  in  Climax  Prairie. 
Their  family  included  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Harrison  was  the  eldest  but  two.  Her  birth  oc- 
curred in  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  February  18, 
1827. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison,  of  this  sketch,  are  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Nancy  J.,  who 
died  in  childhood;  William  W.,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  Texas  Township;  Martha,  the  wife  of  William 
C.  Wooley;  Ellen,  Mrs.  William  Young;  Esther, 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Kinney,  of  Kansas;  James  B.,  who  mar- 
ried Nellie  Mack,  is  a  farmer  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township;  Sarah  is  Mrs.  J.  C,  E.  Davis,  and  re- 
sides in  Kansas;  Emma  married  Loren  Longwell, 
and  also  makes  his  home  in  this  township;  Owen 
is  with  his  father.     Two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Harrison  has  always  taken    an   interest  in 
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local  affairs  and  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
Republican  party  since  its  organization.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  is  quite  prominent  in  that  society.  Our  sub- 
ject has  always  devoted  his  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  and  owns  two  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land.  His  estate  bears  the  very  best  of 
improvements,  and  Mr.  Harrison  is  classed  among 
the  wealthy  and  progressive  citizens  of  Kalama- 
zoo County. 


^ 


-#> 


OWEN  L.  HOYT.  Although  scarcely  yet  in 
the  prime  of  his  useful  and  successful  life, 
Mr.  Hoyt  is  well  and  favorably  known  as 
one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  Kalamazoo 
County.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  ac- 
tively connected  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  he  owns  and  man- 
ages a  finely-improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres  on  section  24.  The  place  has  been  em- 
bellished with  a  substantial  set  of  buildings, 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  a  large  estate;  modern 
machinery  and  farm  implements  are  used  in  the 
tilling  of  the  soil,  which  by  fertilization  and  sys- 
tematic rotation  of  crops  is  made  to  yield  large 
harvests  of  golden  grain. 

A  complete  account  of  the  parental  history  will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Ran s ford  C.  Hoyt, 
which  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Owen  L.  was  born  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
March  18,  1858,  and  gained  a  good  common- 
school  education  in  the  schools  of  the  district.  The 
information  thus  obtained  has  been  supplemented 
by  a  course  of  general  reading  and  the  exercise  of 
his  mental  faculties,  until  now  he  is  a  well-in- 
formed man,  familiar  with  general  topics  of  im- 
portance and  acquainted  with  the  issues  of  the 
day.  He  has  also  had  the  advantage  of  a  course 
of  study  in  the  Business  College  of  Kalamazoo. 

The  marriage  of  Owen  L.  Hoyt  and  Miss  Mollie 
Bell  took  place  in  Schoolcraft,  at  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  parents,  April  17,  1883.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Hoyt,  Porter  and  Hannah  (Porter) 
Bell,  were  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England,  where 
they  were  married  May  5,  1841.     About   twelve 


years  later  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo  County, 
where  Mr.  Bell  died  in  February,  1878.  The  mo- 
ther still  survives,  her  home  being  in  Schoolcraft. 
The  youngest  among  a  large  family  of  children, 
Mrs.  Hoyt  was  born  in  Schoolcraft,  February  3, 
1862,  and  under  the  careful  supervision  of  her 
parents  was  reared  to  a  cultured  womanhood.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoyt  have  a  family  of  three  children: 
Roy  F.,  Jay  R.  and  Bessie  B.,  bright  and  inter- 
esting children,  in  whose  education  and  training 
their  parents  are  taking  great  care  and  pride.  As 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Hoyt  is  devoting  considerable 
attention  to  the  questions  of  the  day,  and  is  es- 
pecially active  in  local  affairs. 


^OHN  EARL.  Doubtless  no  citizen  of  School- 
1  craft  has  been  more  closely  identified  with 
its  progress  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  biographical  notice,  and 
who  is  now  carrying  on  business  as  a  grain-buyer. 
Born  in  Benton,  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  September 
17,  1820,  he  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Jane  (Hooper) 
Earl.  A  short  time  after  his  parents  removed  from 
the  Empire  State  to  Kalamazoo  County,  he  fol- 
lowed them  hither,  in  1838,  and  drove  twenty-five 
cattle  overland. 

It  was  during  the  Patriot  War  that  our  subject 
made  the  journey  to  Michigan,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  get  passports  in  order  to  cross  the  country,  his 
movements  being  closely  watched.  He  crossed  the 
Niagara  River  into  Canada  and  intended  to  pro- 
ceed across  Ontario  to  the  Detroit  River,  crossing 
there  into  Detroit.  However,  having  been  ad- 
vised to  go  further  north  and  cross  the  St.  Clair 
River  at  Port  Huron,  he  proceeded  hither  and 
found  troops  patrolling  the  river.  Being  fur- 
nished with  passports,  he  anticipated  no  trouble, 
but  was  surprised  when  the  officer  in  charge  re- 
fused to  permit  him  to  pass  until  his  papers  had 
been  forwarded  to  Maiden,  Ontario  and  inspected 
by  the  regular  officers.  Consequently,  he  was  de- 
tained at  that  point  for  eight  days  before  the  pass- 
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ports  were  returned  and  he  was  allowed  to  com- 
plete his  journey,  after  having  been  en  route  six 
weeks. 

The  farm  upon  which  our  subject's  parents  had 
located  was  situated  on  section  34,  Comstock 
Township,  and  it  remained  their  home  until  they 
died,  he  in  1849,  and  she  eight  years  later.  Our 
subject  located  with  them  upon  the  farm  and  as- 
sisted in  its  cultivation  until  the  fall  of  1841,  when 
he  returned  to  New  York  State  and  for  two  years 
was  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle.  Coming  back  to 
Kalamazoo  County,  he  worked  for  his  father  a 
short  time,  and  then,  in  November,  1843,  removed 
to  Paw  Paw,  where  he  was  engaged  to  put  a  dis- 
tillery in  operation  for  I.  W.  Willard,  he  having 
had  experience  in  that  line  while    with  his  uncle. 

After  remaining  with  Mr.  Willard  for  nine 
months,  Mr.  Earl  returned  to  the  old  homestead 
and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1850,  when 
he  went  to  Kalamazoo  and  put  in  operation  a  dis- 
tillery for  Isaac  Moffatt  &  Co.,  remaining  in  their 
employ  until  the  following  November.  Then  go- 
ing to  Paw  Paw,  he  engaged  to  put  in  a  distillery 
for  A.  Sherman  &  Co.  October  15,  1851,  he  came 
to  Schoolcraft  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  distill- 
ery for  M.  R.  Cobb  &  Co.,  which  he  afterward 
leased  and  operated  for  five  years. 

Mr.  Earl  also  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  M.  N.  Duncan  & 
Co.  and  continued  in  that  connection  until  1858, 
when  the  death  of  Mr.  Duncan  caused  the  com- 
pany to  re-organize  under  the  firm  name  of  I.  W. 
Pursel  &  Co.  In  1864,  they  relinquished  the 
distillery  business,  but  continued  merchandising 
and,  in  1865,  added  a  general  grocery  and  produce 
department  to  their  trade.  In  1868,  they  erected 
a  flouring-mill  at  Schoolcraft,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  June,  1878. 

About  1871,  the  withdrawal  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers from  the  firm  caused  it  to  be  changed  to  Pur- 
sel, Earl  <fe  Co.,  under  which  title  it  continued  in 
business  until  1878,  when  the  connection  was  dis- 
continued. In  the  spring  of  1887,  Mr.  Earl  took 
charge  of  the  business  of  J.  L.  Sebring  &  Co.,  of 
Kalamazoo,  and  has  been  engaged  since  then  as  a 
grain-buyer.  He  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  com- 
munity and  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  probitj^    and 


honor,  stanch  in  his  devotion  to  the  right  and  ac- 
tive in  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  educational 
matters  and  has  belonged  to  the  School  Board  for 
eighteen  years.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and,  socially,  he  is  allied  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. 

September  27,  1845,  Mr.  Earl  was  married  in 
New  York  to  Miss  Mary  Pembroke,  and  they  had 
one  child,  Jesse  P.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Stockton, 
Cal.  Some  time  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Earl, 
our  subject  was  again  married  in  Potter,  Yates 
County,  N.  Y.,  the  bride  being  Miss  Orissa  Lane, 
who  died  in  Paw  Paw,  this  State.  He  was  again 
married  near  Mattawan,  this  State,  in  April,  1854, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Sally  A.  Hunt,  a  lady  of  cul- 
ture and  great  amiability.  They  are  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Mollie,  the  wife  of  Addison  M 
Brown ;  Frank  H.,  who  is  in  business  at  School- 
craft; Bessie  and  Alice,  who  are  at  home. 


(^  MLJAAM  W.  HARRISON.  This  prosper- 
\rJ//  ous  agriculturist  is  a  respected  resident  of 
V\^  section  15,  Texas  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  is  a  son  of  John  S.  and  Eliza  (Baker) 
Harrison,  and  of  whom  a  more  complete  history 
will  be  given  in  the  sketch  of  John  S.  Harrison, 
of  Prairie  Ronde  Township.  Of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  our  subject  is  the  eldest,  and  he  was  born 
in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  this  county,  January 
9,  1847.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  reaching  his  twenty-first  year,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Harrison,  of  whom  we  write  this 
sketch,  was  united  in  the  happy  bonds  of  wedlock, 
October  17,  1867,  in  Kalamazoo  City,  to  Margaret 
Long.  Mrs.  Harrison  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Sophia  (Dabler)  Long,  both  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  the  father  died.  The  mother  is  yet 
living.  Mrs.  Harrison  is  the  fourth  child  born  to 
her  parents,  having  had  her  birth,  November  14, 
1849,  in  Snyder  County,  Pa. 

Immediately  after  the  marriage  of  our  subject, 
he  settled  in  Texas  Township,  where  he  has  since 
been  a  resident,  and   has   always   been  engaged  in 
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farming.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of  one  hundred 
broad  acres,  on  wliich  are  to  be  found  numerous 
substantial  buildings,  and  splendid  improvements, 
which  have  been  brought  about  by  his  own  energy 
and  thrift. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Carrie  L.,  who  died  when  three  years 
and  seven  months  old;  Frank  and  Nellie  M.  Mr. 
Harrison  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
by  the  gift  of  the  offices  of  Township  Treasurer, 
which  he  held  in  1880  and  1884,  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  Constable.  He  has  always  taken  a 
somewhat  active  part  in  local  affairs,  and  is  an 
advocate  of  the  Republican  party. 


=^->-^^<^^ 


ON.  JAMES  MONROE,  Postmaster  at  Kal- 
amazoo, was  appointed  to  that  position  in 
February,  1890,  and  on  March  12  com- 
menced the  duties  of  his  new  office.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  active  men  in  the 
city,  and  is  well  liked  by  everyone  whom  he  meets, 
and  the  publishers,  therefore,  take  great  pleasure 
in  presenting  his  portrait  and  biographical  sketch 
in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
December  25,  1819,  his  parents  being  Stephen  and 
Susan  Monroe,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  respectively.  The  father  was  an  old  Revo- 
lutionary soldier  and  attained  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  He  emigrated  to  New  York  from  his  native 
State  in  1804,  and  was  there  married  to  the  mother 
of  our  subject.  The  Monroe  family  originates 
from  the  three  traditional  brothers  who  came  from 
Scotland  to  this  country  in  an  early  day  and  one 
settled  in  Massachusetts.  James,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  soldier  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  and  his  musket  is  kept  in  tlie  family  as  an 
heirloom.  He  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  Our  subject  has  a  brother,  A.  C.  Monroe, 
who  is  now  eighty  years  old  and  a  resident  of 
Chicago. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  eight  sons  and 
one  daughter,  only  three  now  living,  and  James 
the  only  one  in  Michigan.     At  the  age  of  sixteen 


years,  our  subject  left  the  parental  roof  and  learned 
the  trade  of  a  molder  and  furnace-maker  at  Roan- 
oke, Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  He  followed  that 
trade  from  1835  to  1H67,  and  worked  as  a  journey- 
man for  some  years.  In  1837,  he  left  Roanoke 
and  came  to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  a  foundry 
at  Jackson,  where  a  brother,  Stephen,  was  working. 
He  worked  here  until  1846,  when  he  built  a  ma- 
chine shop  and  foundry  at  Albion,  Calhoun  County, 
carrying  on  the  business  there  until  1867.  The 
business  grew  to  be  very  large,  and  included  the 
manufacture  of  farming  implements  of  all  kinds, 
threshing  machines,  etc. 

In  1867,  our  subject  sold  out  and  moved  to 
South  Haven,  on  Lake  Michigan,  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and,  building  a  mill, 
ran  that  until  1874.  He  remained  there  until  Oc- 
tober, 1883,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Kalama- 
zoo, and  is  here  engaged  in  the  same  business, 
handling  all  kinds  of  hardwood  finishings.  His 
operations  extend  over  a  wide  field,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  largest  dealers  in  Western  Michigan,  having 
at  times  as  many  as  thirty  portable  mills  at  work 
at  one  time.  He  gives  to  his  business  his  personal 
attention. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Calhoun 
County  by  the  Whigs  in  1850,  and  was  in  that 
office  two  years.  He  was  an  attendant  at  the 
gathering  that  organized  the  Republican  party  at 
Jackson  in  1854,  "under  the  oaks,"  and  was  hon- 
orably elected  as  a  representative  of  the  Albion 
District  to  the  Legislature  in  1857-59,  serving 
three  sessions,  one  being  an  extra  one.  His  atten- 
tion was  given  mainly  to  the  local  legislation  to 
secure  land  grants  made  in  1856-57  to  the  Amboy, 
Lansing  &  Traverse  Bay  Railroad,  Flint  &  Pere 
Marquette,  and  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroads. 
A  company  was  formed  to  secure  the  franchise  of 
the  former  railway  and  he  was  active  and  success- 
ful in  securing  the  grant.  Mr.  Monroe  was  one 
of  the  company  that  graded  the  railway  from 
Owosso  to  Lansing,  and  from  Jonesville  to  Eaton 
Rapids.  In  1861,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  was  appointed  Provost-Marshal  at  A?^bion,  by 
President  Lincoln,  and  after  some  months  re- 
signed. 

At   the  death  of  John  Parker,,  of  Kalamazoo, 
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United  States  Marshal  for  the  Western  District  of 
Michigan,  Mr.  Monroe  was  appointed  to  that  posi- 
tion by  President  Arthur,  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office  faithfully  until  March  1,  1885, 
when  he  resigned  four  days  before  Cleveland  was 
inaugurated,  but  held  the  position  until  November 
before  his  successor  was  appointed.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Harrison  Postmaster  at  Kala- 
mazoo, and  has  proved  an  efficient  and  capable 
officer.  Originally  he  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and 
since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
has  been  recognized  as  one  of  its  strong  and  po- 
tential factors  in  Michigan,  and  his  judgment  is 
frequently  brought  into  requisition  by  leaders  of 
his  party.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred 
acres  of  fertile  land,  four  miles  northeast  of  Kala- 
mazoo, which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Monroe  was  united  in  marriage  at  Jackson, 
Mich.,  in  November,  1843,  to  Miss  Harriot  Valen- 
tine, a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Monroe's  parents  have  been  residents  of  Michigan 
since  1837.  To  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Harriet,  Mary  and  Bettie. 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  James  H.  McCall,  of  Kala- 
mazoo. Mary  married  M.  S.  Hovey  and  resides  in 
Chicago.  Bettie  is  now  Mrs.  John  Wolf,  of  Kala- 
mazoo. Mr.  Monroe  is  a  lover  of  fine  trotters  and 
not  infrequently  pulls  the  lines  over  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county.  He  has  always  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  business  matters  which  is  the  result  of 
his  push,  pluck  and  perseverance.  He  and  his 
family  hold  a  high  place  in  the  social  circles  of 
Kalamazoo  and  command  the  respect  of  all. 


that 


^  TEPHEN  P.  MARSH,  whose  distinguished 
career  as  an  officer  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  added  lustre  to  the 
military  record  of  the  Michigan  regiments 
took  part  in  the  great  conflict,  is  now  a 
farmer  of  much  prominence  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
his  farm*  lying  on  section  19,  Wakeshma  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
born  January  8,  1823,  into  the  pioneer  home  of 
Stephen  and  Mary  (Arnold)    Marsh,  who  were  na- 


tives of  Windsor  County,  Vt.  The  father  was 
born  August  20,  1795,  and  the  mother,  January  1, 
1796.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  John  Marsh,  who  was  born  in  New  England, 
Rhode  Island,  it  is  thought,  being  his  native  State. 
The  head  of  the  Marsh  family  in  America  was  one 
of  three  brothers,  who  came  here  in  Colonial  times. 
One  of  them  returned  to  England,  and  one  of 
them  died  not  long  after  settling  in  this  country. 
Grandfather  Marsh  was  a  farmer.  Some  of  his 
brothers  fought  valiantly  in  the  Revolution,  but 
it  is  not  known  whether  he  served  or  not  in  that 
war.  He  was,  however,  a  sturdy  supporter  of  the 
new  Government,  and  was  a  Whig  in  politics. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  brought  up  on  a 
Vermont  farm,  and  was  married,  and  had  one  child, 
Sophia  Ann,  before  he  removed  from  his  native 
hills  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1816.  That  was 
then  a  newly  settled  and  sparsely  inhabited  coun- 
try, and  he  drove  through  the  intervening  wilder- 
ness with  all  his  possessions  in  a  one-horse  wagon. 
He  developed  a  farm  there  of  fifty  acres,  and 
dwelt  thereon  until  1826,  when  he  went  to  Chau- 
tauqua County,  in  the  same  State,  to  live.  Five 
years  later,  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  in  the  year  1831,  and  bought  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  the  depths  of  the  forest,  so  that  he  had  to 
mark  trees  to  guide  him  to  his  property.  He  en- 
tered actively  upon  the  business  before  him,  of 
opening  up  a  farm,  and  had  accomplished  a  great 
deal  when  death  closed  his  career,  while  he  was 
yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  his  demise  occurring  July 
5,  1837.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and,  in  relig- 
ion, a  member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  always  took  a  great  interest,  as  in  all 
things  tending  to  raise  the  standard  of  morality 
and  piety  in  his  community.  His  good  wife,  who 
was  reared  on  a  farm  among  the  pleasant  scenes  of 
her  native  Vermont,  survived  him  many  years, 
her  death  not  occurring  until  December  22,  1867. 
She  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the 
Free-will  Baptist  Church,  but  later  in  life,  as  there 
was  no  church  of  that  denomination  near  her,  she 
connected  herself  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  she  was  a  faithful  member  until 
she  died.  She  was  the  mother  of  these  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  grew   to   maturitj^:     Sophia 
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A.,  Elvira,  Mary,  William  D.,  Stephen  P.,  Sylvanus, 
James  B.,  Clarissa,  John,  Lucy  and  Louis. 

Our  subject  attended  the  local  district  schools 
in  his  boyhood,  and  was  early  set  to  work  to  learn 
the  wool-dying  trade.  He  was  employed  in  the 
woolen  mills  for  nearly  eighteen  years,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  As  his  par- 
ents had  a  large  family  to  support,  he  left  home 
when  he  was  only  eleven  years  old,  and  was  first 
emyjloyed  in  Pennsj^lvania.  At  the  age  of  sixteen, 
he  started  for  Vermont,  and  while  on  the  way 
stopped  a  short  time  to  work  on  the  Erie  Canal. 
He  was  in  the  woolen  mills  at  Chester,  Vt.,  and  then 
worked  at  Templeton,  "Worcester  County,  Mass., 
where  he  learned  the  dyer's  trade.  He  was  subse- 
quently promoted  to  take  charge  of  a  dye-house  at 
Dalton,  Mass.,  and  retained  that  situation  until 
1851,  when  he  had  to  abandon  it  on  account  of 
ill  health.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason, 
and  worked  at  that  summers,  and  in  the  paper 
mills  in  the  winter  seasons.  In  the  spring  of  1855, 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  lived  for  a  short  time 
in  Calhoun  County.  After  that  he  located  at 
Leonidas,  in  St.  Joseph  County,  and  was  working 
there  at  his  trade  when  the  war  broke  out. 

Our  subject  determined  to  throw  in  his  for- 
tunes with  the  brave  boys  in  blue,  who  were  rally- 
ing to  the  support  of  the  Union,  and  as  soon 
as  he  could  arrange  his  affairs,  after  placing 
his  family  in  the  care  of  his  father-in-law,  he  en- 
listed, August  24,  1861,  in  Company  A,  Eleventh 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed Corporal  of  his  company,  and  the  follow- 
ing winter  was  made  Sergeant.  From  time  to 
time  he  was  promoted  to  higher  and  more  respon- 
sible positions,  as  his  unflinching  courage,  daring 
and  able  execution  of  the  orders  of  his  superiors, 
even  in  the  heat  of  the  most  exciting  battle,  won 
him  the  confidence  of  his  commanders,  and  showed 
that  he  was  a  man  to  be  trusted  in  emergencies,  as 
in  all  cases.  In  February,  1863,  he  was  commis- 
sioned Second  Lieutenant,  and  in  1864,  was  pro- 
moted to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  his  company.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  skirmishes  with  the  cel- 
ebrated Gen.  Morgan,  when  he  was  making  his 
raids  in  Tennessee,  in  1862.  He  assisted  in  the 
attack  on  Nashville,  supporting  a  battery  with  his 


company  that  did  great  execution  in  the  rebel 
works.  At  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  he  showed  of 
what  metal  he  was  made,  by  his  gallant  fighting. 
He  did  Provost-guard  duty  at  Murfreosboro, 
Tenn.,  until  June,  1863,  and  then  assisted  Gen. 
Rosecrans  in  his  attack  on  the  Confederate  forces 
at  Duck  River,  and  later  on  met  the  rebels  at 
Davis  Crossroads,  in  Chickamauga  Valley,  near 
Pigeon  Mountain.  There  our  subject  was  pro- 
vided with  a  strong  field-glass,  and  stationed  in 
the  tops  of  the  highest  trees  for  two  days  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  rebels  and  report  them  to 
Gen.  Stanley.  He  was  the  first  to  do  scout  duty 
among  the  mountains. 

During  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  one  of  the 
hardest  contests  of  the  war,  Mr.  Marsh  was  in  Gen. 
Thomas'  corps.  He  was  hit  on  one  of  the  bones 
of  the  spinal  column,  and  was  badly  bruised  by  a 
spent  ball,  but  was  not  laid  up  by  the  injury.  He 
was  hit  by  three  different  balls,  but  fortunately  was 
not  wounded  either  time.  After  the  disastrous 
engagement  at  Chickamauga,  our  subject  and  his 
command  held  Rossville  Gap,  notwithstanding 
they  were  under  heavy  fire  all  the  next  day,  and 
they  moved  off  at  night  in  good  order,  under 
muflfled  artillery,  retreating  to  Chattanooga,  and 
were  there  during  the  siege  of  that  city,  and  an 
eye-witness  to  the  famous  battle  on  Lookout 
Mountain.  On  the  following  day  he  was  an  ac- 
tive participant  in  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge, 
and  when  the  Confederates  had  been  driven  from 
their  stronghold  by  the  daring  and  desperate  as- 
sault of  the  Union  forces,  he  and  his  regiment 
were  among  the  pursuers  of  the  retreating  foe,  at- 
tacked their  rear  guard  in  the  dead  of  night,  and 
captured  their  battery  and  a  lot  of  men.  Mr. 
Marsh  was  sent  back  with  his  company  to  guard 
seventy-five  prisoners  to  Chattanooga.  In  the 
winter  of  1863-64,  he  did  out-post  duty  at  Ross- 
ville, Ga.,  and  he  subsequently  accompanied  Gen. 
Sherman  on  his  Atlanta  campaign.  He  fought  in 
the  battles  of  Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca,  New  Hope 
Church,  Kenesaw  and  Ruff  Station,  Ga.  At  the 
latter  point  he  was  taken  sick,  and  was  sent  to  the 
oflficers'  hospital  on  Lookout  Mountain,  where  he 
remained  forty  days,  before  he  was  sufficiently  re- 
covered to  rejoin  his  regiment  at  Chattanooga.  He 
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soon  after  caine  home  with  his  regiment,  receiving 
his  discharge  papers,  September  30,  1864,  at  Star- 
gis,  Mich.  His  healtli  was  broken  down  by  all 
that  he  had  had  to  endure.  He  went  out  from  his 
home  a  strong  man,  weighing  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds.  He  returned  with  his  weight  re- 
duced to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds, 
and  with  his  originally  fine  constitution  much  im- 
paired by  the  vicissitudes  of  war.  He  now  receives 
from  the  Government,  that  he  so  nobly  helped  to 
save,  a  pension  of  $30  a  month.  His  military  rec- 
ord is  commemorated  by  his  membership  with  the 
Joseph  Smith  Post.  No.  215,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Fulton. 
He  is  a  charter  member  ol  Lodge  No.  254,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Fulton.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican, 
tried  and  true.  He  has  held  the  township  offices  of 
Highway  and  Drain  Commissioners,  and  has  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  two  years. 

In  December,  1864,  Mr.  Marsh  bought  forty 
acres  of  his  present  farm  in  Wakeshma  Township, 
which  was  then  a  wooded  tract,  entirely  sur- 
rounded b}^  forests.  He  built  a  log  house,  into 
which  he  moved  his  family  in  February,  1865. 
Not  a  stick  of  the  timber  on  his  land  was  cut  when 
he  took  possession  of  it,  but  he  has  improved  it 
into  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  this  local- 
ity, adding  to  its  original  purchase  until  he  has 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land,  of  which  sixty  acres 
are  cleared,  and  he  devotes  it  to  general  farming. 
He  has  erected  a  commodious  class  of  buildings, 
replacing  the  original  log  dwelling  by  a  large 
brick  residence  in  1884,  and  otherwise  embellish- 
ing the  place. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  first  married,  February  11,  1844, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Smith,  at  Dalton,  Mass.  She  was 
a  native  of  that  State,  born  March  2,  1829,  and 
her  death  occurred  September  2,  1852.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  of  that  union:  Mary,  wife  of  Al- 
mon  Latham,  of  Chicago;  Rosa  Belle,  wife  of 
Charles  D.  Llewellyn,  of  Yicksburg;  Lovica,  who 
married  Edward  Howarth,  who  is  now  deceased; 
and  John,  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo.  April  19, 
1857,  our  subject  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lucretia  A. 
Barker,  who  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
March  1,  1830.  She  departed  this  life  November 
4,  1889.  These  three  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage:     Harriet,  wife  of  Frank  E.  Rutledge,  of 


Dowagiac;  Stephen  N.,  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo, 
who  married  Miss  Carra  E.  Camp;  and  James  E.,  a 
resident  of  the  township  of  Bradj^  who  married 
Miss  Clara  M.  Burdick.  February  3,  1892,  Mr. 
Marsh  was  again  married,  taking,  this  time, for  his 
wife  Miss  Ida  Clark,  of  Leonidas,  Mich. 


V. 


=^^^ 


THOMAS  PATTERSON  is  well  deserving  of 
representation  in  this  volume,  for  he  has 
long  been  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Kalamazoo  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Bush  &  Patterson,  contractors,  builders  and  manu- 
facturers. Mr.  Patterson  is  a  native  of  New  York 
City  and  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  whose  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Isabella  (Wilson)  Patterson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Scotland.  His  father  was  a  car- 
penter and  was  in  moderate  circumstances. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  city,  and  at  an  early  age  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  When  he  was  a  lad  of 
eleven  years,  he  began  doing  odd  jobs,  anything 
that  would  bring  in  a  little  money,  and  also  worked 
in  an  attorney's  office  for  $1  per  week.  He  was 
afterward  employed  as  an  errand  boy  at  small 
wages,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder.  He 
worked  for  different  parties  for  some  time,  and 
while  employed  in  a  certain  shop  in  New  York 
City  made  the  acquaintance  of  Fred  Bush.  A 
warm  friendship  sprang  up  between  the  two 
young  men,  which  lasted  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Bush.  The  tie  between  them  was  as  close  as  that 
of  brothers,  and  in  all  the  years  of  their  acquain- 
tance their  relations,  both  business  and  social, 
were  of  the  most  pleasant. 

Mr.  Patterson  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1856,  and, 
forming  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Bush,  began  con- 
tracting and  building.  They  put  up  many  of  the 
most  substantial  buildings  of  this  city  and  county, 
and,  in  addition  to  this,  did  an  extensive  business 
in  manufacturing  building  material.  Although 
he  began  life  empty-handed,  Mr.  Patterson  pos- 
sessed industry   and   enterprise,  and  has  steadily 
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worked  his  way  upward  until  lie  is  now  possessed 
of  a  handsome  property  and  is  considered  one  of 
the  well-to-do  residents  of  Kalamazoo.  He  has 
never  married,  but  makes  his  home  in  the  family 
of  Mr.  Bush,  where  he  is  treated  as  a  dearly  be- 
loved brother.  With  a  brother's  tenderness  and 
care,  he  watched  over  Mr.  Bush  in  his  last  illness, 
and  since  his  death  has  taken  full  control  of  the 
business  and  managed  it  for  the  widow  of  his 
friend.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  public  spirited  and 
progressive,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  is 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  Democrat. 


.-^- 


"^ 


€+^ 


c^_ 


1 


M 


(MLLIAM  A.  FORBES,  Clerk  of  Kalamazoo 


County,  is  a  man  of  genuine  public  spirit, 
who  interests  himself  m  everything  that 
will  in  any  way  conduce  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
community  and  contributes  liberally  toward  all 
improvements  of  a  public  nature.  His  standing 
throughout  the  county  is  that  of  an  honorable 
official,  a  reliable  citizen  and  high-minded  man, 
who  lives  not  for  himself  alone  but  is  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens.  His  portrait 
and  biography  are  therefore  valuable  additions  to 
the  Record. 

Born  in  the  village  of  Kalamazoo,  January  12, 
1853,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  James  P.  and 
Amanda  E.  (Bennett)  Forbes,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  York  State,  respectively.  Elisha  Ben- 
nett, grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Kalamazoo,  whither  he  removed 
from  New  York,  contributing  his  efforts  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  to  the  developing  and  up- 
building of  this  section  of  Michigan. 

In  1837,  James  P.  Forbes  removed  to  this  State, 
where  he  has  since  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
contractor  and  builder  at  Kalamazoo.  Upright 
and  honorable, 'he  holds  a  high  place  in  the  es- 
teem of  the  residents  of  Kalamazoo.  The  third 
child  in  his  family  of  six  was  William  A.,  who  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  village  schools  and  the 
High  School  of  Kalamazoo.  His  first  employment 
after  arriving  at  his  majority  was  secured  with   J. 


L.  Sebring  as  bookkeeper,  and  he  remained  in  that 
capacity  for  seven  3^ears. 

Under  the  firm  name  of  A.  Webster  &  Company, 
our  subject  formed  a  partnership  in  the  grain  bus- 
iness with  A.  Webster,  the  connection  continuing 
until  Mr.  Forbes  was  nominated  and  elected 
County  Clerk  in  the  fall  of  1890,  assuming  the 
control  of  the  office  January  1,  1891.  For  four 
years  prior  to  that  election,  he  served  as  Super- 
visor of  the  Second  Ward  and  is  a  prominent  Re- 
publican, believing  the  principles  of  that  party 
best  adapted  to  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of 
our  Government. 

Although  devoted  to  his  public  interests,  Mr. 
Forbes  finds  his  greatest  pleasure  at  his  home,  in 
the  society  of  his  wife  and  two  children:  Waldo 
A.  and  Hazel  M.  He  belongs  to  Kalamazoo  Lodge, 
No.  87,  F.  &  A.  M.,  but  otherwise  is  not  identified 
with  the  various  social  organizations  of  the  city. 
His  attractive  and  cozy  residence  is  located  at  No. 
601  Douglas  Avenue,  and  is  the  centre  of  a 
gracious  hospitality  extended  to  a  host  of  friends. 
Mrs.  Forbes  was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  in  1875, 
Miss  AcMla  V.,  dailghter  of  John  Sebring,  of  Kal- 
amazoo, and  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture, 
affable  disposition  and  generous  heart. 


}    \   i   \   I      [In \  f  ■ 


^OHN  SILBURN,  whose  proud  record  as  a 
I  brave  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  is  unsur- 
^^  !  passed  by  that  of  any  of  the  old  soldiers  of 
(^^/y  this  section,  is  a  farmer  and  stockman  who  is 
conspicuous  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has 
handled  his  extensive  interests  so  as  to  become  one 
of  the  wealthiest  residents  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
and  the  proprietor  of  one  of  its  finest  equipped 
and  most  valuable  farms,  beautifully  located  on  sec- 
tions 33  and  34,  Climax  Township. 

Mr.  Silburn  was  born  April  25,  1836,  in  one  of 
the  pioneer  homes  of  Mayfield  Township,  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio.  His  father,  James  Silburn,  was 
born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  January  1,  1800.  In 
1827,  six  months  after  his  marriage,  he  came  with 
his  bride  to  this  country,  and  as  the  ship  in  which 
they  sailed  went  off  its  course,  they  were  twenty- 
one  weeks  on    the  ocean.     After  they  landed  on 
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these  shores,  they  lived  one  year  in  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  and  then  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  of 
Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  settling  in  the  wilderness 
in  May  field  Township,  where  by  years  of  patient 
toil,  Mr.  Silburn  reclaimed  a  good  farm  from  the 
forests.  He  first  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  tried  to 
prepare  his  land  for  cultivation,  but  he  was  obliged 
to  go  away  to  obtain  work  to  support  his  family 
before  he  could  complete  his  task,  as  he  was  with- 
out means,  having  had  only  $27  when  he  disem- 
barked at  New  York  City.  He  worked  away  from 
home  a  year,  and  then  resumed  his  labors  on  his 
own  place,  and  in  the  course  of  time  became  quite 
well  off,  as  he  was  remarkably  industrious.  He 
lived  on  his  homestead  until  1870,  and  then,  re- 
tiring from  active  business,  he  removed  to  Ligonier, 
Ind.,  and  spent  his  remaining  years  with  his  chil- 
dren, dying  there  at  a  venerable  age,  March  23, 
1885.  His  life  record  of  eighty-five  years'  exist- 
ence was  that  of  a  good  and  true  man,  who  kept 
himself  free  from  vice,  and  was  sincerely  respected 
for  his  meritorious  conduct  in  all  the  affairs  of 
life.  From  boyhood  he  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  .polities, 
he  was  a  Republican. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Hannah  Milner,  and  she  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  in  1806.  Seven  of  her  eight  children 
grew  to  maturity,  namely:  William,  now  deceased; 
James,  John,  Peter,  Martha,  Hannah  (Mrs.  Trus- 
dell),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Evans).  Alice  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  The  mother  was  a  woman  of 
many  virtues,  and  was  nearly  all  her  life  a  devout 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  school  of  his  native  place,the 
school  being  conducted  under  the  rate-bill  system. 
Even  when  a  boy,  he  worked  out  a  great  deal,  as 
he  was  an  active,  independent  lad,  and  at  eighteen 
years  of  age  his  father  gave  him  his  time,  as  he 
did  his  other  sons.  For  twelve  years  thereafter,  he 
worked  by  the  day  and  month.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed when  the  war  broke  out,  and  from  August 
11,  1862,  the  date  of  his  enlistment,  until  June 
23,  1865,  his  services  were  dedicated  to  his  coun- 
try in  helping  to  fight  the  battles  (or  the  preserva- 


tion of  the  Union.  He  joined  Company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  in  at  Camp  Nelson,  Ky.  He  and  his 
comrades  did  some  hard  fighting  at  Covington, 
in  that  State,  and  did  more  or  less  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  there  until  the  fall  of  1863,  when 
they  were  sent  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  as- 
sisted Gen.  Burnside  in  his  East  Tennessee  cam- 
paign. Our  subject  was  sick  while  at  Camp 
Nelson  for  three  months  with  typhoid  fever,  and 
at  one  time  was  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  rebels, 
who  did  not  take  him  as  they  thought  that  he  was 
nearly  dead.  Recovering  from  his  illness,  lie 
crossed  the  mountains  to  rejoin  his  regiment,  and 
fought  in  the  battle  at  Dandridge,  Ky.  The  men 
had  a  hard  time  of  it  at  that  point,  having  to 
draw  the  artillery  through  the  mud  with  ropes. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio,  after  a  short 
stay  at  Knoxville,  assisted  in  driving  the  Con- 
federates to  the  Virginia  line,  destroying  rail- 
ways and  burning  bridges  on  the  way.  It  then 
joined  Sherman's  army  at  Buzzard's  Roost,  and 
was  very  active  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  It 
was  at  the  battle  of  Resaca  that  our  subject 
distinguished  himself  by  a  gallant  act  that  re- 
flected credit  on  himself  and  his  company,  and 
showed  that  he  was  possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  nerve  and  coolness  in  the  face  of 
danger.  Every  one  of  eight  color  bearers  was 
killed  and  wounded  in  that  engagement,  and  it 
was  very  diflficult  to  get  any  one  to  carry  the 
colors  of  the  regiment.  After  four  men  had  been 
detailed  for  that  purpose  and  had  refused  to  serve, 
John  Silburn  courageously  offered  to  act  as  color 
bearer,  and  for  two  years  he  did  his  duty  in  that 
responsible  otfiee  with  unswerving  fidelity  and  un- 
flinching courage,  being  under  heavy  fire  nearly 
every  day  for  four  months  while  about  Atlanta, 
and  alwa^'^s  greatly  exposed  to  the  shots  of  the 
enemy  at  every  battle. 

After  the  Atlanta  campaign,  Mr.  Silburn  and 
his  fellow-soldiers  went  with  Gen.  Thomas  in 
pursuit  of  Gen.  Hood,  and  routed  him  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  driving  him  to  Clifton,  where  the 
army  was  entirely  routed.  Going  then  to  Wash- 
ington, they  were  sent  to  Ft.  Fisher,  and  from 
there  to  Ft,  Anderson  to  take  part  in  the  bom- 
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bardment  of  that  fort.  The  next  battles  in  which 
they  bore  a  conspicuous  part  were  those  of  King- 
ston, Goldsborough  and  Raleigh,  N.  C.  It  was  at 
the  latter  place  that  they  learned  of  the  assassina- 
tion of  Lincoln,  and  so  great  was  the  indignation 
and  sorrow  of  the  veterans  at  the  murder  of  the 
beloved  President,  that  they  could  hardly  be  re- 
strained from  destroying  the  capitol. 

Our  subject  and  others  of  his  regiment  were 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Raleigh  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  this  county  shortly 
after  with  a  view  of  settling  here,  and  in  Septem- 
ber he  bought  eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  in 
Climax  Township.  Going  back  to  Ohio,  he  was 
married  January  1,  1866,  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Jenks, 
who  was  a  native  of  the  same  township  as  himself, 
coming  of  one  of  its  pioneer  families,  her  birth 
occurring  January  21,  1840.  March  31,  1866,  Mr. 
Silburn  brought  his  bride  to  the  place  that  he  had 
previously  purchased  in  Kalamazoo  County,  and 
here  she  has  helped  him  in  the  making  of  a 
home.  Twenty  acres  of  his  land  were  cleared  and 
an  old  log  house  constituted  the  only  improve- 
ments that  had  been  attempted.  He  and  his  young 
wife  found  it  rather  hard  to  begin  life  here  in 
poverty  in  that  humble  cabin,  which  was  so  illy 
made  that  there  were  large  chinks  through  which 
one  could  look  out,  and  which  admitted  the  air 
rather  too  freely  for  comfort  some  times.  But 
they  faced  the  situation  bravely,  toiled  with  a 
good  will,  and  are  among  the  wealthiest  people  in 
the  neighborhood  as  the  result  of  their  hard  labors 
and  superior  management.  There  are  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  farm,  all  cleared 
except  thirty  acres,  and  amply  supplied  with  mod- 
ern improvements. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Silburn  built  a  commodious  frame 
residence,  having  previously  erected  a  large  frame 
barn  in  1868,  and  in  1881,  he  built  smaller  barns 
and  sheds.  In  1884,  he  put  up  a  large  frame 
house  and  in  1886,  a  large  frame  barn  across  the 
street  from  his  residence,  and  he  has  every  con- 
venience for  carrying  on  agriculture.  He  engages 
in  mixed  husbandry,  and  raises  and  fattens  a  great 
many  cattle,  making  quite  a  business  of  selling 
stock,  and  he  also  raises  horses  and  sheep.  He  grows 


considerable  wheat,  often  as  much  as  fourteen 
hundred  bushels  a  year,  harvesting  a  thousand 
bushels  last  season  (1891).  He  is  a  man  of  large  en- 
terprise, is  a  shrewd  manipulator,  possessing  more 
than  usual  keenness  in  money  matters,  making 
wise  investments  and  loaning  considerable  money. 
He  bears  a  high  name  in  financial  circles,  as  he 
always  kept  his  credit  good  and  his  reputation  un- 
sullied by  dishonorable  acts.  In  him  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  has  a  worthy  member.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  with  strong  Prohibi- 
tion proclivities,  though  no  believer  in  the  Third 
Party  movement.  He  has  been  Road  Commis- 
sioner of  his  Township,  and  has  always  encour- 
aged all  schemes  to  advance  the  interests  of  this 
part  of  the  county,  in  whose  upbuilding  he  has 
played  no  unimportant  part. 

V ALTER  COE.  Kalamazoo  is  excellently 
adapted  to  stock-raising  purposes,  and 
many  of  its  citizens,  in  connection  with 
general  farming,  have  become  prosperous  and  well- 
to-do  through  the  raising  and  selling  of  fine  stock. 
Mr.  Coe,  who  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  well-improved  land  on  section  29,  Comstock 
Township,  belongs  to  the  class  of  agriculturists 
who  are  successful  both  as  farmers  and  stock-rais- 
ers. While  he  has  various  kinds  of  stock  on  his 
place,  he  makes  a  specialty  of  Percheron  horses, 
Poland-China  hogs  and  Hereford  cattle. 

Although  prosperous  in  his  undertakings,  Mr. 
Coe  has  met  with  reverses  during  his  business  ca- 
reer. In  1888,  his  fine  barn,  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county,  was  burned  down,  entailing  a  loss  of  $10,- 
000,  including  hay,  grain  and  farming  machinery. 
Not  only  is  the  farm  the  largest  in  the  township, 
but  it  is  universally  conceded  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens that  no  other  estate  has  been  bought  to  a 
higher  cultivation  or  embellished  with  a  finer  set 
of  buildings. 

A  native  of  New  York,  Mr.  Coe  was  born  in  Le 
Roy  Township,  Genesee  County,  June  11,  1827. 
His  father,  Edward,  was  born  and  reared  in  Dutch- 
ess County,  whence  he  removed  to  Michigan,  in 
1836,  and  settled  in  Kalamazoo  County.    At  the 
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time  of  his  removal  hither,  liis  entire  capital  con- 
sisted of  $10  and  a  team  of  horses,  but  such  was 
his  industry  and  enterprise,  that  he  became  wealthy 
within  a  few  years  after  coming  here.  He  owned 
a  farm  in  Charlestown  Township,  where  he  passed 
away,  and  was  buried  at  Climax  Corners.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  a  Democrat.  His  ancestors  were  from 
Wales,  three  brothers  first  representing  the  family 
in  America. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Naomi  (Hosheer) 
Coe,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  died  in  Michigan, 
her  mortal  remains  now  lying  by  the  side  of  her 
husband's.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living,  with  the  exception  of 
one  that  died  when  three  years  old.  Our  subject, 
the  oldest  son,  was  nine  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Kalamazoo  County.  His  education,  which  was 
commenced  in  the  Empire  State,  was  completed  in 
Kalamazoo,  after  which  he  started  out  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  for  ten  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  stage  driver  and  mail  carrier  with  B. 
Humphrey  &  Company. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Coe  made  an  overland  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia via  Salt  Lake  City,  Ft.  Laramie,  Carson 
City  and  Sacramento  to  San  Francisco,  where  he 
engaged  in  mining,  buying  mules,  and  driving  a 
stage  coach  over  the  mountains  from  Marysville  to 
Sacramento.  In  1855,  he  returned  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  coming  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama 
and  New  York.  At  once  after  his  return,  he  pur- 
chased the  place  where  he  now  resides,  then  unim- 
proved and  surrounded  by  a  sparsely  settled  tract 
of  land. 

November  30,  1856,  Mr.  Coe  was  married  to 
Charlotte  A.  Goodrich,  who  was  born  in  1834,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Philip  and  Nanc}^  Goodrich. 
She  died  February  21,  1873,  having  become  the 
mother  of  six  children:  Eugene  H.,  Louis  Anson, 
Don  Merritt,  Edward  Elmer,  Charles  L.  and  Olive 
Jane.  Mr.  Coe  afterward  contracted  a  second  matri- 
monial alliance,  his  wife  being  Miss  Rachel  B., 
daughter  of  John  Thomas  and  Jane  (Havens) 
Thomas,  natives  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Coe  was  born 
in  Sparta,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  June  4,  1837, 
and  accompanied  her  parents  to  Michigan  in  an 
early  day.     She  is  the   mother  of  two   children, 


Naomi  May  and  James  Horace.  Mr.  Coe  was  at 
one  time  a  Whig,  and  is  now  a  Democrat  in  Na- 
tional issues,  but  in  local  elections  votes  for  the 
best  man,  regardless  of  party  affiliations. 


ellARLES  PARKER.  Among  the  honored 
representative  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo  Coun- 
ty, we  take  pleasure  in  sketching  the  life  of 
this  venerable  gentleman  who  is  a  resident  of  sec- 
tion 3,  Richland  Township.  His  birth  occurred 
September  13,  1813,  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn., 
he  being  the  son  of  Justus  and  Patty  J.  (Burwell) 
Parker,  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  the  mother  of 
English  origin. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  son  in  his  father's 
family  and  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his  native 
county,  and  from  his  youth  up  has  engaged  in 
farming.  His  early  education  was  received  in  the 
logschoolhouse  and  for  a  short  time  he  attended  an 
academy.  Being  somewhat  of  a  reader  all  his  life, 
he  has  kept  himself  posted  on  the  current  topics 
of  the  day.  In  1835,  Mr.  Parker  emigrated  to 
Kalamazoo  County  and  settled  on  his  present  farm 
in  the  early  period  of  the  Civil  War,  but  has  made 
his  home  in  this  county  since  his  first  coming  here. 
He  has  done  a  great  deal  of  pioneer  work  in  this 
county  and  has  been  a  witness  to  the  many 
changes. 

Mr.  Parker  took  as  his  life  companion,  November 
19,  1839,  Sarah  J.  Johnson,  who  was  born  January 
2,  1815,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.  Mrs.  Parker  is  a 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Sallie  (Merchant)  Johnson, 
natives  of  Connecticut.  When  twenty -three  years 
old,  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Edwin  Mason,  Mrs.  Par- 
ker came  to  this  county  and  has  since  resided  in 
this  township  and  stands  among  the  pioneer  women 
of .  the  place.  By  this  union  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  become  the  parents  of  one  son,  Walter 
J.,  who  married  Emma  Flansburgh,  and  by  her  has 
become  the  father  of  five  children:  Lillian  E.,  Er- 
nest, Clayton  A.,  Mabel  M.  and  Floyd. 

In  connection  with  his  farming  pursuits,  Mr. 
Parker  also  raises  line  wool  sheep  of  the  Merino 
breed  and  other  good  graded  stock.    He  has  served 
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as  Highway  Commissioner  of  this  township  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
several  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Kalamazoo 
County  Pioneer  Society,  and  he  and  his  amiable 
wife  have  traveled  the  road  of  life  together  for 
over  half  a  century,  sharing  its  joys  and  sorrows. 
They  are  now  contentedly  and  peacefully  enjoying 
the  blessed  fruits  of  their  early  labors  and  of  a  life 
well  spent  in  usefulness  and  well-doing.  They  are 
both  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  Mr.  Parker  has  served  as  Trustee  and  Elder  in 
the  church.  This  couple  are  well  known  and  re- 
spected in  their  locality  and  their  honorable  and 
successful  careers  stand  forth  as  a  fitting  example 
of  what  can  be  done  by  earnest  and  constant 
efforts. 

William  Parker,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  for  over  three  years, 
is  now  living  with  our  subject.  He  had  ranked  as 
sergeant  but  was  shifted  from  one  duty  to  an- 
other, principally  in  the  departments  of  the  Com- 
missary and  Quartermaster.  He  had  three  sons  in 
the  Union  service  and  was  himself  fourteen  months 
in  the  recruiting  service.  He  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County  first  in  the  spring  of  1833  and  remained 
a  short  time.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party  politically.     He  has  visited  California  twice. 


kAWRENCE  N.  BURKE,  Prosecuting  At- 
torney for  Kalamazoo  County,  belongs  to 
that  prominent  and  influential  class  of 
American  citizens  who  have  sought  homes  in  this 
country,  whither  they  emigrated  from  foreign 
lands.  As  a  representative  citizen,  his  portrait 
and  biography  are  of  especial  value.  A  native  of 
Ireland,  he  was  born  November  7,  1850,  and  was 
the  fifth  child  in  the  family  of  James  and  Johanna 
Burke. 

When  a  child  of  five  years,  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  from  the  land  of  his  birth  to 
the  United  States  and  with  them  settled  near 
Homer,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.  There  and  in 
Onondaga  County,  he  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood, 
acquiring  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  district,  and  in  Cortland  Academy  at  Homer, 
48  K 


At  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  became  self-sup- 
porting, engaging  in  the  profession  of  a  teacher, 
for  which  his  excellent  education  eminently 
qualified  him. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Burke  came  West  with  a  view  to 
finding  a  permanent  home  and  so  well  satisfied 
was  he  with  the  prospects  and  appearance  of  thrift 
which  characterized  Kalamazoo  and  its  citizens, 
that  he  determined  to  locate  in  the  village.  For  a 
time,  he  engaged  as  an  emploj^e  in  the  Michigan 
Insane  Asylum,  and  by  carefullj^  saving  his  earn- 
ings he  was  enabled,  two  years  after  locating  here, 
to  enter  Parsons'  Business  College,  where  he  com- 
pleted the  regular  course  of  study. 

Having  resolved  to  enter  the  legal  profession, 
Mr.  Burke  entered  the  office  of  J.  W.  Breese,  of 
Kalamazoo  and  read  law  with  him  until  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1873.  Soon  afterward  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  W.  W.  Peck,  now  Judge 
of  the  Recorder's  Court  at  Kalamazoo.  The  part- 
nership was  dissolved  in  the  winter  of  1875-76, 
when  our  subject  traveled  for  his  health  and  spent 
several  months  amid  the  orange  groves  and  flowers 
of  the  "Sunny  South."  The  trip  proved  beneficial 
and  he  returned  to  Kalamazoo  in  improved  health. 

Resuming  his  practice  alone,  Mr.  Burke  con- 
tinued to  follow  his  profession  actively  until  1877, 
when  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
remained  in  that  capacity  for  six  years.  In 
1884,  when  Kalamazoo  became  a  city,  he  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  Recorder's  Court  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  after  which  he  resumed  his 
practice.  In  1890,  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  At- 
torney for  Kalamazoo  County  and  assumed  the 
duties  of  that  office,  January  1,  1891,  for  a  term 
of  two  years.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  in  this 
position,  as  in  the  others  which  he  has  so  efficiently 
filled,  he  is  winning  the  admiration  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  by  his  deep  insight  into  the  intricacies  of 
the  law,  his  eminent  qualifications  as  a  pleader  and 
his  legal  acumen. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Burke  was  married  to  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Webster,  of  Detroit,  and  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Lawrence  N.,  James  Webster  and  Leah. 
Mr.  Burke  is  a  member  of  Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No.  7, 
L  0»  O.F.,  where  he  has  occupied  all  the  chairs,  and 
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he  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Michigan  for  some  time.  In  1884,  he  was  elected 
Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  was  a 
representative  from  Michigan  to  the  Sovereign 
Grand  Lodge  in  Baltimore  and  Boston  in  1885-86. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Poli- 
tically, he  is  an  ardent  Democrat  and  influential  in 
the  party.  He  is  Director  and  Attorney  for  the 
Kalamazoo  Building  and  Loan  Association,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  organizations  of  the  city. 


fflOMAS  F.  MILLER.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  sketch 
occupies  a  front  rank  among  the  well-to-  do 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Kalamazoo  County. 
He  is  at  present  residing  on  section  6,  Richland 
Township,  where  he  gives  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  of  which  he  is  making 
a  signal  success. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Adam  and  Mar- 
garet (Wood)  Miller.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Miller 
were  natives  of  Ireland.  Our  subje()t  came  to  Kal- 
amazoo County  with  his  parents  when  sixteen 
years  of  age,  his  father  making  settlement  on  the 
tract  of  land  which  is  the  present  home  of  Thomas 
F.  Adam  Miller  died  November  5, 1870,  his  good 
wife  surviving  him  until  August  13,  1882.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are 
still  surviving,  viz:  Charlie,  John,  Thomas  F., 
William  H.  and  Eliza  (Mrs.  C.  H.  Smith). 

Our  subject  has  seen  much  of  pioneer  life  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  as  the  country  was  thinly  pop- 
ulated at  the  time  his  parents  came  hither.  He  as- 
sisted his  father  in  clearing  and  improving  the  new 
farm,  putting  the  property  under  most  thorough 
cultivation.  Mr.  Miller  did  not  have  the  advan- 
tages for  obtaining  an  education  which  are  offered 
the  youth  of  the  present  day,  but,  making  the  best 
of  his  opportunities,  is  to-day  a  well-read  and  in- 
telligent gentleman. 

Thomas  F.  Miller  and  Miss  Harriet  Ryan  were 
united  in  marriage,  March  22, 1866.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:    Frances  L., 


Harriet  E.  and  Charles  P.  Mrs.  Miller  died  Octo- 
ber 29,  1876,  and  our  subject  married  Mary  A. 
Eaves,  October  13,  1880.  The  latter-named  lady 
was  a  native  of  England,  her  birth  occurring  Aug- 
ust 14,  1852.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  A.  Eaves,  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased, 
and  the  latter  is  at  present  residing  in  Texas  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County.  She  was  two  years  of  age 
when  her  parents  emigrated  to  America,  they  com- 
ing directly  to  Kalamazoo  County  and  settling  in 
Texas  Township.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  are  Maude  L.,  Arthur  E.  and  Eben, 
the  latter  deceased. 

Mrs.  Mary  Miller  was  one  oi  a  family  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows: 
John,  Mrs.  Miller,  Ebenezer  and  Ruth  (Mrs.  Frank 
Perry).  Our  subject  owns  over  two  hundred  acres 
of  excellent  land,  which,  by  a  proper  rotation  of 
crops,  is  made  to  yield  a  handsome  increase.  At 
the  present  time  lie  is  serving  on  the  Board  of 
Review  of  Richland  Township,  and  in  politics 
votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  always  been 
inteiested  in  educational  affairs,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  a  number  of  years.  So 
cially,  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  is  a  man  of  prom- 
inence and  influence  in  his  community. 


ANIEL  WATERBURY.  The  following  obit- 
uary is  from  the  Kalamazoo  Daily  Telegraph 
of  Saturday  evening,  January  11,  1891: 
''Death  came  into  the  city  yesterday  and  carried 
off  one  of  Kalamazoo'  s  time-honored  citizens,  Mr. 
Daniel  Waterbury.  His  health  in  late  years  has 
been  failing  and  Friday  at  4  o'clock,  p.  m.,  he 
passed  away. 

"Mr.  Waterbury  was  born  at  Mt.  Morris,  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  June  19,  1822.  In  his  early 
life,  he  was  engaged  in  the  tannery  business  in 
different  parts  of  New  York.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Head, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business. 
He  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1867,  in  the  month  of 
April,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  at  his  home 
on  Burdick  Street,  with  the  exception  of  one  year. 
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"Mr.  Waturbury  engaged  in  several  business 
ventures:  that  of  butchering,  selling  liquors,  and 
finally  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  spring- 
tooth  harrows.  His  business  ventures  were  all  suc- 
cessful. He  was  a  politician  of  considerable  ability 
and  reputation  and  was  once  elected  Alderman  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  in  the  Fourth  Ward  of  this 
city. 

"The  deceased  leaves  no  children,  three  sons 
having  died  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  twenty- 
six.  His  widow,  his  two  brothers,  Aaron  M.  and 
Joel,  and  one  sister  (Mrs.  Myron  Powers),  still  sur- 
vive him.  The  familiar  figure  of  IMr.  Waterbury 
will  be  missed  in  Kalamazoo.  He  was  a  good  citi- 
zen and  a  noble  man,  his  conduct  being  upright 
and  true.  A  community  can  ill  afford  to  lose  such 
men." 

^  ANIEL  PUTNAM.  As  a  splenilid  example 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  an  en- 
ergetic, determined  and  economical  man, 
we  point  to  Mr.  Putnam,  who  is  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Kalamazoo  County,  at  present  mak- 
ing his  home  on  section  14,  Kalamazoo  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having  been 
born  in  Batavia,  October  23,  1809.  His  father  bore 
the  name  of  Franklin  Putnam,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  September  18,  1782,  and  was  but  a 
lad  when  his  parents  moved  to  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.  He  there  grew  to  manhood  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Phoebe  Burroughs,  of  New  York  State,  and 
to  them  were  bom  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 
In  1804,  the  young  couple  moved  to  Batavia,  and 
there  lived  and  died,  the  father  passing  away  at 
forty-four  years  of  age  and  the  good  mother  some 
years  later  in  her  seventy-second  year.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church. 
The  father  was  always  a  farmer  and  cleared  about 
three  hundred  broad  acres  of  land. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Peter  Put- 
nam, a  resident  of  Onondaga  County  who  spent 
his  last  days  at  Batavia,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  the  father  of  ten  children  and  a  relative  of 
Gen.  Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Farming 
was  also  his  life  occupation  which  he  carried  on  on 
a  very  large  scale  and  with  great  success.  Our  sub- 


ject was  reared  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  on  a 
farm,  assisting  on  the  old  homestead  until  after  be- 
coming of  age.  Laura  Jolls  became  the  wife  of 
him  of  whom  we  write  in  1833,  and  three  children 
have  come  to  bless  their  hearth  and  fireside,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Franklin  was  killed  at 
Malvern  Hill  in  the  late  war;  Lyman  died  in  Har- 
wood  Hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C,  while  in  the 
service  of  his  country;  Emily  is  the  only  child 
living.  She  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  L.  Tozier.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  passed  from  this  life  in  Batavia, 
N.  Y.,  in  1866,  and  he  was  married  to  Dolly 
I).  P]nsign  in  1869.  Mrs.  Putnam  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1845,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Amos  Ensign 
and  of  French  descent.  To  our  subject  and  his 
present  wife  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Laura, 
who  is  at  home  and  in  the  Senior  Class  of  the 
Kalamazoo  High  School.  In  1869,  Mr.  Putnam 
came  to  Michigan  and  resided  in  the  city  of  Kala- 
mazoo for  two  years  and  then  bought  the  farm  of 
thirty-six  acres  which  he  now  owns  situated  one 
mile  east  of  the  city.  He  has  cleared  the  land  and 
put  it  under  splendid  cultivation  and  has  erected 
all  the  necessary  outbuildings.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Putnam  is  a  Republican  of  the  deepest  dye,  but 
before  the  birth  of  that  party  he  cast  his  vote  with 
the  Whigs,  The  daughter  of  our  subject  and  his 
amiable  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Kalamazoo. 


i^^^^i^m^^^^r 
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"^^  OHN  R.  CULP.  As  an  experienced,  enter- 
prising farmer,  thoroughly  conversant  with 
his  calling,  sagacious  and  prudent  in  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  and  possessing 
an  excellent  capacity  for  business,  this  gentleman 
is  materially  contributing  to  the  enduring  pros- 
[)erity  of  Kalamazoo  County.  His  agricultural  in- 
terests comprise  a  fine  farm  on  section  24,  Wak- 
eshma  Townsliip,  which  is  supplied  with  every- 
thing necessary  to  conduct  farming  operations  after 
the  most  approved  modern  methods. 

Mr.  Culp  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  Octo- 
ber 5,  1842.  David  Culp,  his  father,  was  born  in 
the  same  State,  in  1816,  and  was  of  German  de- 
scent,    He  grew  up  on  on  a  farm,  and  besides  be- 
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coming  familiar  with  all  kinds  of  farm  work,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  In  1844,  he  re- 
moved to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and,  opening  a 
smithy,  engaged  at  his  calling,  and  also  gave  some 
attention  to  tilling  the  soil,  as  he  bought  a  sixty- 
acre  farm.  He  was  scarcely  past  the  prime  of  early 
manhood  when  his  death  occurred  in  1850,  and 
not  only  did  his  family  sujffer  a  sad  loss,  but  his 
community  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  reli- 
able and  trusty  citizens.  He  was  an  upright.  God- 
fearing man,  and  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  contributing  freely  of  his  means 
to  its  support,  his  wife  also  belonging  to  that 
church,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  its  work.  He 
was  a  Whig  in  politics,  until  the  Republican  party 
was  organized,  and  from  that  time  he  was  a  Re- 
publican. His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Han- 
nah Rice,  and  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She 
was  forty-eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death 
in  1868.  Four  boys  and  one  girl  were  born  to  the 
parents  of  our  subject:  Samuel,  Sobina,  John,  Will 
and  Dave. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  two  years  old  when 
the  family  went  to  Ohio  to  live,  and  he  was  reared 
there  under  wholesome  pioneer  influences,  that  still 
prevailed  there  in  his  boyhood.  The  first  school 
that  he  attended  was  taught  in  a  log  house  that 
was  heated  by  an  open  fire-place,  and  furnished 
with  rough  slab  benches.  The  school  was  conduc- 
ted under  the  old-fashioned  rate-bill  system.  When 
he  was  fourteen  years  old,  our  subject  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County  with  his  uncle,  S.  R.  Culp,  in 
1855,  and  worked  for  him  in  a  sawmill  in  this  town- 
ship, where  he  now  lives  for  seven  years.  He  saved 
some  money,  and  in  1860,  he  invested  in  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  consti- 
tutes his  present  farm.  He  built  a  comfortable 
home  and  settled  on  it,  and  has  ever  since  devoted 
his  energies  to  the  reclamation  of  his  land,  with 
the  exception  of  six  years,  during  which  time  he 
was  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  at  Athens, 
Mich.  He  has  it  nearly  all  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  constantly  making  improve- 
ments. He  erected  a  fine  large  frame  barn  in 
1871,  and  has  other  suitable  buildings.  He  con- 
templates replacing  his  present  dwelling  by  a  brick 
house  next  year.     Everything  about  the   place  is 


kept  in  good  order,  and  indicates  constant  care  and 
attention  to  details,  so  important  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  farm. 

When  he  first  settled  here,  Mr.  Culp  had  a  good 
opportunity  to  indulge  in  his  taste  for  the  hunt,  as 
in  the  then  wild  condition  of  the  country,  deer 
and  other  game  were  very  abundant.  There  were 
a  few  wolves  and  some  wild  hogs,  and  our  subject 
killed  many  a  wild  turkey.  The  first  time  he  went 
out  to  hunt,  he  was  troubled,  as  inexperienced 
hunters  oftentimes  are,  with  "buck  fever,''  so  that 
he  shot  wide  of  the  mark  when  he  attempted  to 
bring  down  his  first  deer,  shooting  into  a  beech- 
tree  away  to  the  side  of  the  animal.  He  was  so  dis- 
gusted at  his  poor  marksmanship,  that  he  went 
home  without  making  another  attempt  to  shoot  at 
anything.  The  next  day,  with  renewed  ambition, 
he  went  forth  in  search  of  deer,  and  shot  one  with- 
in an  hour.  He  killed  the  last  deer  seen  in  this 
section  of  yie  country. 

Mr.  Culp  was  married,  December  24,  1862,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Sherman,  and  in  her  he  has  the  best  of 
wives  and  helpmates.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  their  union:  Perry,  Maggie  (deceased), 
Eugene,  Charles  and  Grace.  Mrs.  Culp  is  a  native 
of  the  town  of  Mayfield,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio, 
born  October  24,  1843.  Her  parents,  Welcome  and 
Belinda  (Keesler)  Sherman,  came  to  this  township 
in  1860,  and  Mr.  Sherman  subsequently  improved 
a  good  farm  in  this  locality.  He  died  February  7, 
1874,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  March  6, 
1863.     They  were  the  parents  of  four  girls. 

In  1885,  Mr.  Culp  left  his  farm  with  his  family, 
and  the  ensuing  six  years  they  resided  at  Athens, 
in  Calhoun  County,  returning  to  his  homestead  in 
August,  1891.  While  in  Athens,  he  had  a  meat- 
market,  and  he  also  engaged  in  buying  and  ship- 
ping stock  to  Detroit,  Buffalo  and  Chicago. 

Our  su])ject  is  a  man  of  good  mental  endow- 
ments, is  well  informed,  and  is  a  ready  conversa- 
tionalist. His  fine  personal  traits  give  him  weight 
and  influence  in  the  community,  and  he  has  figured 
in  its  public  life  in  various  responsible  oflSces.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Kalamazoo  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  to  represent  Wakeshma  Town- 
ship in  1885,  and  served  until  the  fall  of  the  year, 
when  he  resigned  on  acQQm^t  of  \m  removal  to 
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Athens.  In  1883  and  1884,  he  was  Treasurer  of 
the  township.  In  politics,  he  is  a  loyal  Democrat. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
lodge,  at  Fulton,  and  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, at  Athens.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Reformed  Church  at  Fulton,  of  which  he 
is  a  member. 


^ 


JOHN  O.  LEE.  In  the  life  of  Mr.  Lee,  whose 
portrait  and  life  sketch  are  presented  to  our 
readers,  we  find  an  excellent  example  for 
young  men  just  embarking  in  the  field  of 
active  life,  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a  man 
beginning  poor,  but  honest,  prudent  and  industri- 
ous. In  early  life  he  enjoyed  but  few  advantages; 
his  school  days  were  limited  nor  had  he  wealth  or 
position  to  aid  him  in  starting  in  life.  He  relied 
solely  upon  his  own  efforts  and  his  own  conduct 
to  win  for  him  success,  and  that  he  has  succeeded 
is  evidenced  by  the  standing  which  he  occupies  in 
his  community.  He  is  the  possessor  of  a  valuable 
estate  located  on  section  16,  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  is  at  present  re- 
siding. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Maria 
(Smith)  Lee,were  natives  respectively  of  Wyoming 
County,  Pa.,  and  Rhode  Island.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  emigrated,  in  Ma}^,  1844,  to  this  county, 
locating  on  Grourdneck  Prairie,  where  Mr.  Lee  died 
December  20,  1845.  The  mother  survived  a  few 
years  and  passed  away  in  Porter  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  March  17, 1850.  They  had  become 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

John  O.  Lee  was  born  in  McKean  County,  Pa., 
May  21,  1833.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  the  Wolverine  State  and,  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  spent  in  the  California 
gold  mines,  has  always  resided  in  Kalamazoo 
County.  April  29,  1858,  he  was  married  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Ann  (Wall)  Wood,  natives  respec- 
tively of  Ohio  and  England.  Tliey  were  married 
in  the  Buckeye  State  and   came   to   Michigan    in 


1845,  locating  in  the  above-named  township,  where 
Mr.  Wood  died  in  1856  and  his  wife  followed  him 
to  the  better  land  November  11,  1881.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Lee  was 
the  eldest  but  one.  She  was  born  in  Little  York, 
Ohio,  November  5,  1843.  Jonathan  Wood  was 
twice  married  and  of  his  first  union,  one  child, 
Horace,  now  survives. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  granted 
a  family  of  five  children:  Franklin  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Kate  Reiter;  Justin  H.  died  in  childhood; 
Charles  H.  married  Sarah  Schrum ;  John  D.  and 
Hattie  C.  He  has  held  many  local  offices,  the  du- 
ties of  which  he  faithfully  and  conscientiously  dis- 
charged. He  has  been  Drainage  Commissioner  of 
his  township  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Having  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits, 
by  energy  and  perseverance,  united  with  econ- 
omy and  good  business  qualifications,  Mr.  Lee  has 
secured  a  competency  and  is  now  living  m  the  en- 
joyment of  the  luxuries  which  wealth  affords.  He 
is  the  possessor  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land,  the  records  showing  him  to  be  one  of  the 
heaviest  tax-payers  in  the  township.  Socially,  he 
i^  a  Mason  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
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eHARLES  BROWN.  Among  the  enterpris- 
ing farmers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  we  may 
name  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  who  is  located  on  section  23,  Brady 
Township.  He  was  born  in  this  township  and 
county  September  3,  1846,  to  Charles  and  Nancy 
(Doyle)  Brown,  natives  of  County  Down,  Ireland. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James  Brown,  was 
also  a  native  of  County  Down,  but  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, his  father  having  been  born  in  Scotland. 
The  grandfather  was  a  farmer  and  linen  weaver 
and  died  when  past  four-score  years,  and  was  a 
very  prominent  man  in  his  day. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer 
and  linen  weaver.  He  was  married  to  Nancy 
Doyle,  and  came  to  America  in  1825,  locating  at 
Saranac,  N.  Y.,  for  a  short  time.  He  th«n  came 
to  Newberg,  Ohio,  residing  there  until  1835,   when 
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he  came  to  Kalamazoo,  then  called  Bronson,  this 
county  and  lived  in  a  log  hut  until  1837  or  1838, 
when  he  "squatted"  on  his  present  farm,  which 
was  a  part  of  the  Pottawattamie  Indian  Reserva- 
tion. This  place  was  nothing  but  a  wilderness, 
with  droves  of  wild  animals  about  and  plenty  of 
Indians.  Kalamazoo  was  the  nearest  marketing 
place  and  he  had  to  go  there  to  mill  with  an  ox- 
team.  On  one  occasion  he  secured  some  pork  and 
in  coming  home  at  night  it  was  scented  by  wolves 
which  followed  him.  He  was  compelled  to  cut  the 
meat  into  pieces  and  throw  it  to  them  to  save 
himself.  For  the  first  three  years  here,  Mr. 
Brown  never  had  more  than  $1  in  cash  at  a  time, 
but  he  made  considerable  maple  sugar  and  ex- 
changed it  for  goods.  He  worked  in  the  harvest 
fields  for  fifty  and  seventy-five  cents  per  day  and 
took  wheat  in  exchange  for  his  labors.  Mr.  Brown 
was  always  very  industrious;  became  to  America 
very  poor  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  land.  He  was 
reared  a  Presbyterian  and,  in  politics,  was  a  Re- 
publican. He  was  Supervisor  of  this  township  for 
a  number  of  years  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
eighteen  consecutive  years.  His  death  occurred 
June  29,  1879,  and  that  of  his  wife  June  1,  1883. 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  six  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years:  Livingston,  Wash- 
ington, Mary,  Jefferson,  Marian  and  Charles. 

Our  subject  received  a  primitive  school  educa- 
tion in  the  log  schoolhouse  which  we  have  so 
many  times  described,  which  was  run  on  the  rate- 
bill  system.  He  was  reared  a  farmer's  lad  and  be- 
gan teaching  school  when  eighteen  years  old,  fol- 
lowing it  for  thu^teen  winters  in  this  and  Wak- 
eshma  Townships,  carrying  on  his  farming  dur- 
ing the  summer.  Mr.  Brown  was  married,  Febru- 
ary 24,  1883,  to  Phoebe  Notley,  a  native  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Mich.,  where  she  was  born  August  16,  1855. 
They  have  one  child:  Charles  F.,  born  November 
8,  1887. 

Mr.  Brown  has  an  estate  of  two  hundred  acres, 
all  in  one  body.  He  is  one  of  the  sagacious  and 
industrious  men  of  the  township  and  by  his  push, 
pluck  and  perseverance  has  brought  his  place  to 
what  it  is  to-day-one.  of  the  finest  and  best  man- 
aged farms  in  the  county.     He  carries   on   mixed 


farming  and  also  raises  good  grades   of   all  kinds 
of  stock. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens with  a  number  of  responsible  township  offices. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  was  Township  Treas- 
urer in  1879  and  1880;  Supervisor  in  1882  and  held 
that  office  three  years;  elected  Representative  of 
this,  the  Second  District,  in  1882,  and  served  two 
terms  in  the  Legislature  as  Cliairman  of  Committee 
on  State  Normal  School  and  was  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Schools  for  the  Blind  and  also 
on  Elections  and  State  Roads  and  Bridges.  He 
introduced  bills  as  follows:  To  amend  Act  No.  10 
of  School  Law  of  1881,  making  the  number  of 
Trustees  five  instead  of  six  and  thus  preventing 
deadlocks  which  were  common  in  electing  teach- 
ers. This  was  carried.  Another  was  to  repeal  an 
act  in  regard  to  Pathmasters  giving  receipts  for 
road  work  to  apply  as  part  of  general  tax.  This 
was  also  carried.  Several  others  were  passed 
affecting  the  penal  code.  A  bill  to  forfeit  the 
land  grant  made  to  the  Menominee  River  Railway 
Company  became  a  law  the  following  session.  Mr. 
Brown  has  quite  a  library.  Although  the  town- 
ship is  Democratic  by  sixty-five  votes,  our  subject 
carried  it  from  thirty-three  to  forty-five  Repub- 
lican. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  at 
Vicksburg,  Brady  Lodge,  No.  208,  K.  of  P.,  Hope 
Lodge,  No.  36,  and  the  Maccabees,  Oak  Island 
Tent,  No.  58. 


»tt»>>fcpH>Mi|i.fc*p.h. 
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ORRIN  N.  GIDDINGS.  This  venerable  citi- 
zen of  Kalamazoo  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  Colonial  families, 
whose  strict  integrity,  undaunted  perseverance  and 
unceasing  energy  were  such  potent  factors  in  effect- 
ing the  advancement  of  the  country.  The  family 
was  first  represented  in  America  in  1635,  when 
George  Gid dings  and  his  wife  Jane  came  to  New 
England  from  St.  Albans,  Hertfordshire,  and  set- 
tled at  Ipswich.  They  made  the  voyage  to  Amer- 
ica in  "The  Planter,"  and  on  board  the  same 
vessel  was  Sir  Henry  Yane,  fourth  Governor  of 
Massachusetts. 

William  Giddings,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
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was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  in  1737.  He  served  as 
Captain  of  a  company  during  the  French  and  Ind- 
ian War,  and  also  was  an  active  participant  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  in  the  capacity  of  Captain. 
His  wife  was  Lydia,  daughter  of  Deacon  Daniel 
Noble.  They  were  early  settlers  of  Fairfield  County, 
Conn.,  where  their  son  Buell,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Reasoner,  and  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  of  Dutch  descent. 

Orrin  N.  Qiddings  was  the  third  in  a  family  con- 
sisting of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  three  of 
whom  still  survive.  He  began  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  thirteen,  and  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  un- 
til  1836.  When  twenty-two  years  old,  he  left  the 
parental  roof,  and  at  Auburn  was  married,  May  11, 
1836,  to  Harriet  A.,  daughter  of  the  late  Ambrose 
Cock,  and  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  In 
1836,  Mr.  Giddings  removed  to  Michigan,  and  set- 
tled in  Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
being  accompanied  hither  by  his  father-in-law  and 
family.  After  locating  here,  he  erected  a  store 
building  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  and 
carried  on  a  general  mercantile  business  combined 
with  farming  until  1840,  from  which  date  until 
1847,  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  operations. 
Then  removing  to  Augusta,  he  was  proprietor  of  a 
store  in  that  place  until  1849,  when  he  leased  the 
Augusta  Mills.  In  eTanuary,  1853,  he  removed  to 
Kalamazoo,  where  he  still  resides  (1892). 

During  his  residence  in  Michigan,  Mr.  Giddings 
has  been  active  in  politics — in  early  days  a  stanch 
Whig,  and  afterward  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Republican  party  "under  the  oaks"  at  Jackson. 
While  a  resident  of  Charleston  Township,  he  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years;  Supervisor 
for  several  terms,  and  in  1847  was  elected  Repre- 
sentative of  Kalamazoo  County  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, serving  one  term.  In  1847,  he  removed  to 
Ross  Township,  as  above  stated,  and  there  served 
as  Supervisor  several  terms,  and  was  Postmaster  at 
Augusta  under  President  Fillmore.  In  1852,  he  was 
elected  County  Treasurer,  and  served  in  that  posi- 
tion four  successive  terms  with  marked  ability.  In 
1865,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Crapo  Quarter- 
master-General of  the  State,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  at  Detroit  for  nearly  four  years.     In  his 


private  and  official  life,  he  has  always  stood  high, 
and  probably  none  of  the  citizens  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  ai'C  better  or  more  favorably  known  than 
he. 

Some  fourteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Giddings  was  be- 
reaved by  the  death  of  his  devoted  wife,  and  a  few 
years  later  his  daughter  Nina  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years.  His  son,  Theron  F.,  is 
one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  Kalamazoo, 
and  is  represented  by  a  sketch  on  another  page. 
The  remaining  member  of  the  family  who  was 
reared  to  mature  years  is  Francis  N. 


jjARNARD  MATHES  has  been  among  the 
-^  foremost  in  redeeming  that  part  of  Kala- 
ff^-))jjll  mazoo  County  embraced  in  Wakeshma 
Township  from  the  wilderness,  since  he 
settled  here  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
on  a  tract  of  forest-covered  land,  which  he  has 
transformed  into  a  beautiful  farm  and  an  attractive 
home.  He  has  borne  his  share  of  the  public  re- 
sponsibilities as  a  lo3^al  citizen  should,  by  his  in- 
cumbency of  various  civic  offices.  But  above  all, 
he  has  been  very  influential  in  raising  the  standard 
of  morality  and  religion  in  his  community,  not 
only  by  the  silent  but  eloquent  force  of  a  pure, 
exemplary  life,  but  by  his  zealous  and  untiring 
efforts  to  promote  the  highest  interests  of  his  fel- 
low-men. 

Barnard  Mathes  was  born  in  Alsace,  Germany, 
January  22,  1837.  His  father,  whose  given  name 
was  Martin,  was  also  a  native  of  that  province,  and 
was  born  in  1805.  His  parents  were  likewise  born 
and  reared  in  Alsace,  and  there  they  spent  their 
entire  lives,  he  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight, 
and  the  mother  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-six 
years.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight  children. 
Both  were  membei^  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The 
father  was  a  wagonmaker,  and  he  also  owned  a 
farm. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  brought  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  early  learned  to  do  all  sorts  of 
farm  work,  besides  working  at  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  somewhat.  He  was  ambitious  to  better  his 
condition  and  to  provide  for  his  growing  family 
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in  a  more  suitable  manner  than  was  possible  for 
him  in  his  old  home,  so  he  emigrated  with  his  wife 
and  children  to  America,  leaving  the  old  country 
April  5,  1844,  and  landing  in  Wayne  County  on 
the  8th  of  the  following  August,  having  had  a 
pleasant  journey.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Canaan  Township,  and,  in  the  years  of  busy  toil 
that  came  after,  he  developed  a  good  farm,  which 
was  his  home  until  death  rounded  out  his  long  and 
honorable  life  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
He  was  a  truly  pious  man,  giving  cheerfully  and 
liberally  of  his  means  to  the  support  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  of  which  he  was  a  devout  mem- 
ber, and  which  he  regularly  attended.  He  was  a 
great  Bible  student,  and  could  argue  well  concern- 
ing the  meaning  of  certain  disputed  passages  of 
Scripture.  He  was  independent  in  politics,  but 
generally  voted  with  the  Democrats.  His  faithful 
wife  who  had  crossed  the  waters  with  him  to  found 
a  new  home  in  a  strange  land  survived  him  some 
years,  and  finally  died  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-six.  Her  birth  occurred  in  the  same  year 
that  his  did,  and  in  the  same  province,  and  her 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Rhodt.  She,  too,  was 
a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  was  a 
saintly  woman,  very  devoted  to  her  family. 

Barnard  Mathes  was  a  child  of  seven  years  when 
his  parents  brought  him  to  this  country,  and  he 
has  some  recollection  of  the  home  that  he  left  be- 
hind, and  of  the  long  journey  hither,  and  remem- 
bers well  the  incidents  of  pioneer  life  in  the  new 
home.  He  had  attended  school  one  term  in  Al- 
sace, and,  after  coming  to  this  country,  his  educa- 
tion was  further  advanced  in  the  district  school 
nearest  his  home.  He  subsequently  took  an  ex- 
cellent course  of  study  in  the  Seville  (Ohio)  Acad- 
emy, in  which  he  spent  four  months.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen,  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  He 
afterwards  worked  in  the  threshi«ig  machine  works 
at  Wooster,  Ohio,  from  1862  until  1865,  and  there 
he  made  his  start  financially,  saving  up  dur- 
ing those  three  years  the  tidy  sum  of  $1,400. 
With  this  capital  he  determined  to  put  into 
execution  his  long-cherished  ambition  of  becom- 
ing a  farmer,  for  which  calling  he  had  a  de- 
cided taste.     Accordingly,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo 


County,  and  invested  in  an  eighty-acre  tract  of 
wild  land  on  section  26,  Wakeshma  Township, 
which  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  farm.  At 
that  time  the  country  round  about  still  retained 
much  of  its  original  wildness,  and  deer,  wild  tur- 
keys and  other  game  were  abundant.  Thus  it  was 
our  subject  began  life  here  as  a  pioneer.  His  first 
work  was  to  build  a  plank  house  for  a  dwelling, 
which  he  replaced,  in  1876,  by  the  large  and  well- 
appointed  residence  in  which  he  and  his  family 
now  live.  In  1868,  he  built  a  good-sized  frame 
barn,  and  he  has  other  necessary  buildings.  He 
has  increased  the  area  of  his  farm  to  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  are  under  til- 
lage. He  gives  his  attention  to  mixed  farming, 
and  has  raised  all  kinds  of  stock.  He  has  a  valu- 
able herd  of  full-blooded  Durham  cattle,  and  he 
has  a  choice  flock  of  fine  wool  sheep,  which  are  a 
profitable  source  of  income. 

Mr.  Mathes  and  Miss  Angeline  Elgen fritz  were 
united  in  marriage  January  9,  1862.  Theirs  has 
been  a  truly  felicitous  and  congenial  union,  which 
has  been  hallowed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Charles  Frederic,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years;  Edward  Tildon,  President  of 
the  Wichita  (Kan.)  University,  and  Nevin  B.,  a 
student  at  Heidelburg  College,  TiflSn,  Ohio.  Ed- 
ward is  a  graduate  of  Heidelburg  College  and 
carried  away  the  highest  honors  for  scholarship  in 
the  graduating  prize.  He  was  elected  to  his  pres- 
ent position  as  the  head  of  a  flourishing  Western 
college  at  the  age  of  twenty-fiVe,  and  he  is  the 
youngest  man  acting  in  that  capacity  in  the  United 
States. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  Trumbull  County,  December  31,  1842.  Her 
parents  were  Daniel  and  Esther  (Nailor)  Elgenfritz, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  on  Pennsyl- 
vania farms,  and  were  farmers  by  occupation.  He 
was  in  his  eightieth  year,  and  she,  in  her  sixty-sixth 
year,  when  they  died.  He  was  brought  up  in  the 
Lutheran  faith,  but  later  in  life  joined  the  Re- 
formed Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
They  were  of  German  descent,  and  were  the  par- 
ents of  fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity. 

Mr.  Mathes  is  widely  known  for  his  strong  religi- 
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ous  proclivities  and  his  active  work  in  church  and 
Sunday-school.  To  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  this 
line  is  due  more  than  to  any  other  man  the  high 
status  of  morality  in  Wakeshma  Township.  In  1866, 
he  and  thirteen  others,  including  C.  C.  Crotser  and 
wife,  Henry  Hess  and  wife,  Anthony  Crotser,  and 
others,  organized  a  Reformed  Church  at  Fulton. 
From  this  small  beginning  the  church  has  grown 
and  prospered,  and  it  now  has  a  membership  of 
one  hundred  and  forty.  Besides  devoting  his  en- 
ergies to  the  upbuilding  of  the  church,  Mr.  Mathes 
has  also  been  instrumental  in  establishing  a  Sunday- 
school,  which  was  organized  in  1870.  He  was  its 
first  Superintendent,  holding  that  position  several 
years,  and  three  years  ago  he  was  again  elected 
to  the  office,  which  he  still  holds.  His  whole  soul 
and  heart  are  enlisted  in  the  work. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Mathes  is  sound,  and 
the  Democratic  party  finds  in  him  one  of  its  truest 
supporters.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
for  two  years  he  represented  Wakeshma  Township, 
as  a  member  of  the  Kalamazoo  County  Board  of 
Supervisors,  although  the  township  is  Republican 
by  at  least  fifty  majority.  He  is  a  man  of  large 
heart  and  generous  disposition,  giving  freely  of 
his  means  to  all  worthy  objects,  and  his  contribu- 
tions to  sustain  the  church  are  very  liberal,  as  also 
his  gifts  to  the  college. 


,HILIP  D.  MILLER.  This  retired  banker  of 
Schoolcraft  was  born  in  Lycoming  County, 
Pa.,  February  11,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
Enos  and  Christiana  M.  (Frazier)  Miller, 
natives  of  Montour  County,  Pa.  The  father  died 
in  Schoolcraft  Township  and  the  mother  in  Kan- 
sas. The  eldest  in  a  large  family  of  children ,  Philip 
D.  was  quite  young  when  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Danville,  Pa.,  and  there  he  pa^ed  his 
youth,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common  and 
High  Schools  of  that  city. 

After  completing  his  education,  Mr.  Miller  took 
up  civil  engineering  and,  when  fifteen  years  old, 
joined  a  corps  of  civil  engineers  and  assisted  in 
building  a  railroad  in  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.     For 


three  years  he  followed  that  occupation,  and  then 
learning  telegraphy  at  Danville,  was  thus  engaged 
for  about  three  years,  during  the  last  half  of  which 
he  was  chief  operator  in  Philadelphia  for  the  Sus- 
quehanna Telegraph  Company. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  Mr.  Miller  came  to  School- 
craft with  his  father  and  engaged  in  farming  near 
the  village  until  August,  1862,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  L,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  from 
which,  three  weeks  later,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Infantry  as  Hospital  Stew- 
ard. He  marched  with  his  regiment  to  the  front, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  the  capac- 
ity of  Hospital  Steward,  Second  Lieutenant  and 
Assistant  Surgeon.  Having  served  in  Kentucky, 
he  marched  with  Gen.  Burnside  into  East  Tenn- 
essee, and  served  under  Gen.  Sherman  in  Georgia 
until  after  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  Under  Gen. 
Thomas  he  followed  the  Confederates  back  to 
Nashville  and  was  in  the  two-days'  fight  at  that 
place,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to  the  East 
at  Ft.  Fisher.  He  was  at  Wilmington  and  Raleigh, 
and  at  the  surrender  of  Johnson 's  army,  being  absent 
from  his  regiment  only  nine  days  on  a  furlough. 
In  July,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  service,  hav- 
ing gained  a  record  as  a  courageous  soldier.  His 
brother,  Daniel  F.,  also  enlisted  in  the  defense  of 
the  Union  and  was  killed  in  front  of  Richmond 
while  with  Gen.  Sheridan  on  his  raid. 

Prior  to  his  enlistment,  Mr.  Miller  had  been 
clerk  in  a  drug  store  at  Schoolcraft  and  had 
gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  business.  Thus 
equipped,  upon  his  return  from  the  battlefields,  he 
bought  a  one-half  interest  in  a  drug  store  with 
Oscar  R.  Hatch,  the  firm  name  being  Hatch  &  Mil- 
ler. Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Hatch  in  1870,  our 
subject  formed  a  connection  with  Franklin  Barn- 
hart,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  P.  D.  Miller  &  Co. 
The  firm  disposed  of  the  business  in  1879,  and  two 
years  later,  in  January,  1882,  he  entered  the  bank- 
ing business  with  Thomas  Nesbitt,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Nesbitt  <fe  Miller. 

The  connection  thus  entered  into  continued 
successfully  until  January  1,  1890;  then,  conclud- 
ing to  retire  from  the  banking  business,  they  dis- 
posed of  the  same,  since  which  time  Mr.  Miller  has 
mingled  very  little  in  active  business  affairs.     His 
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life,  however,  is  by  no  means  an  idle  one,  but  in 
the  supervision  of  his  farm  in  Schoolcraft  Town- 
ship, in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  in 
his  social  connections,  and  in  the  various  interests 
which  he  still  retains,  he  finds  ample  exercise  for 
his  energies. 

August  23,  1870,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  in 
Schoolcraft  to  Miss  E.  Sophronia,  daughter  of  the 
late  William  and  Mary  (Mercer)  Fisher,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  State,respectively.  Mr. 
Fisher  was  an  early  settler  of  Schoolcraft  Town- 
ship, having  located  here  in  1835.  His  wife 
came  two  years  later  and  still  resides  in  the  place 
where  her  entire  wedded  life  was  passed.  Mrs. 
Miller  was  born  in  Schoolcraft,  and  is  a  graduate 
of  Hillsdale  College.  For  a  number  of  years  she 
engaged  in  teaching  at  Schoolcraft  and  was  an 
efficient  and  successful  instructor  of  the  young. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller,  the  eldest  of  whonf,  Mary  S.,  died  when 
sixteen  years  old;  the  others,  Agnes  C,  Fanny, 
Philip  F.  and  George  E.,  are  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

A  strong  Republican,  Mr.  Miller  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  local  political  affairs  and  has  held 
some  of  the  offices  of  the  township.  He  has  also 
taken  an  active  part  in  religious  affairs  and,  with  his 
wife,  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
has  assisted  in  the  settlement  of  many  estates  and 
his  work  in  that  line  has  been  eminently  satisfac- 
tory. In  his  social  connections  he  is  a  Mason,  be- 
longing to  Schoolcraft  Lodge,  No.  118,  Prairie 
Ronde  Chapter,  No.  54  and  Peninsular  Comman- 
dery.  No.  8,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  Burson  Post,  No. 
303,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Schoolcraft. 

On  an  accompanying  page  will  be  found  a  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Miller. 

J' AMES  RIPLEY  COMINGS.  In  all  Kala- 
mazoo County  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a  more  attractive  homestead  than  that  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Comings.  On  section  14, 
Comstock  Township,  he  owns  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  embellished  with  first-class  buildings,  conspicu- 


ous among  which  is  the  beautiful  residence,  built 
in  1863,  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  and  one  of  the  finest 
houses  in  the  county.  It  is  a  brick  structure,  fin- 
ished with  a  quiet  elegance  without,  while  the  in- 
terior is  tastily  and  comfortably  furnished. 

As  an  honored  pioneer  of  the  county,  Mr.  Com- 
ings occupies  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens. He  was  born  in  Plain  field  Township, 
Washington  County,  Yt.,  September  20,  1817,  and 
is  the  son  of  Sherman  and  Betsey  (Smart)  Com- 
ings, natives,  respectively,  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Yermont.  The  father,  after  marriage,  located  in 
the  village  of  Plainfield,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  and  also  followed  the  trade  of  a 
tanner  and  currier.  Afterward  he  located  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  State,  whence  he  removed  in 
1830  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Comstock  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  upon  the  farm  where  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  There  the  mother  passed  away 
in  1834,  and  the  father  in  1845. 

The  parental  family  comprised  twelve  children, 
seven  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  only  one  now  survives  besides  our  sub- 
ject. Harriet,  who  was  the  wife  of  George  Townd- 
son,  lived  to  be  eighty-four  years  old;  Catherine, 
who  married  R.  Stors,  attained  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
two;  Eveline,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Nichols,  resides  in 
Muskegon.  Our  subject  was  the  only  son  who 
lived  to  manhood,  and  he  was  fourteen  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Comstock 
Township.  Prior  to  removing  to  this  State  he 
gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Yermont  and  afterward  studied  in  the 
schools  of  this  district. 

The  family  arrived  in  Comstock  Township  on 
December  3,  1830,  and  put  up  a  house  in  seven 
days  for  the  protection  of  the  children.  The  build- 
ing was  destitute  of  doors  and  windows,  a  buffalo 
robe  being  used  as  a  substitute  for  the  former.  In 
order  to  keep  out  the  cold,  stuffed  straw  was  placed 
between  the  logs,  and  within  that  little  home, 
18x20  feet  in  dimensions,  the  family,  numbering 
twelve  persons,  passed  the  coldest  winter  in  the 
history  of  Michigan.  At  times  the  snow  was  two 
feet  deep  and  intercourse  with  the  outer  world  was 
impossible. 

In  1831,  the  first  wheat  on  the  place  was  raised, 
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for  which  ten  shillings  per  bushel  was  received.  By 
degrees  the  soil  was  placed  under  cultivation  and 
the  family  were  more  comfortably  domiciled.  Our 
subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage, 
in  January,  1840,  to  Miss  Lucy  J.  Kingsley,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comings  became 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Florence,  deceased, 
formerly  the  wife  of  Frank  Hodgman;  Sherman, 
who  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Katie,  de- 
ceased. Some  time  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lucy 
Comings,  our  subject  was  married,  March  11, 1874, 
to  Emma,  daughter  of  Deacon  W.  Mills,  of  whom 
see  sketch  in  another  portion  of  this  volume.  This 
union  has  been  fruitful  of  one  child,  a  bright  little 
girl,  whom  they  call  Mary  M. 

With  the  support  and  work  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comings  have  long 
been  closely  connected,  and  he  has  served  as 
Trustee,  also  as  chorister  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
In  his  political  belief,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has 
filled  the  various  school  offices,  besides  serving 
efficiently  as  Road  Commissioner  and  occupying 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 


^.,  LBERT  S.  DUNHAM.  One  of  the  most 
01  finely  improved  estates  of  Cooper  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County,  is  the  farm 
owned  and  occupied  by  this  gentleman 
and  comprising  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  sec- 
tion 17.  Here  careful  attention  is  devoted  both  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  in  which  he 
has  been  successful.  In  connection  with  his  farm 
duties,  he  has  acted  as  agent  for  several  leading 
agricultural  companies,  having  gained  consider- 
able experience  in  that  line  while  in  Kalamazoo  in 
the  agricultural  implement  business  for  three 
years. 

Among  the  officers  who  accompanied  Gen. 
Wolfe  in  his  expedition  against  Quebec  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  whose  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  sons,  four  of  whom  served  as  pa- 
triots and  four  as  Tories  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Grandfather  Edward  Dunham,  who  was 
born  near  Albany,  was  a  Captain  during  the  War 
of    the    Revolution    and    guarded    the  northern 


frontier  against  the  hostile  Tories.  During  the 
War  of  1812  he  was  too  infirm  and  aged  to  enlist, 
but  his  commodious  house  was  always  open  to 
soldiers  and  refugees,  and  he  gave  his  entire  crop 
of  wheat,  amounting  to  eight  hundred  bushels, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Colonies.  For  some  years 
he  conducted  an  extensive  lumber  business,  but 
after  his  marriage,  cleared  a  large  farm  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  great  age  of 
ninety-eight  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Seneca  Dunham,  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received 
a  good  education  and  graduated  from  the  Monroe 
High  School.  He  studied  law  for  a  time  but  owing 
to  ill  health  gave  up  his  practice.  In  1864,  he 
emigrated  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Cooper 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  and  operated  a  farm  until  his  death 
in  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  was 
Captain  of  a  company  in  Monroe  County,  which 
was  ordered  out  at  the  time  of  the  Patriot  War  by 
Gen.  Scott.  He  took  an  active  part  in  politics  in 
New  York,  and  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  as 
well  as  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  which  he  aided  in  organizing. 

In  a  familj^  of  two  children,  our  subject  was  the 
elder  and  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug- 
ust 30,  1837.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Tirza  Daniels,  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  She 
was  a  pious  woman,  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  endeavored  to 
train  her  son  and  daughter  for  honorable  positions 
in  life.  The  daughter,  Cornelia,  is  the  wife  of  Al- 
onzo  Montgomery  and  lives  in  Kansas. 

After  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district  and  spending  a  few  terms 
at  Albion  Academy,  Mr.  Dunham  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  his  parents  in  1864,  and  commenced  to 
operate  a  farm.  When  ready  to  establish  a  home 
of  his  own,  he  was  married,  in  1865,  to  Amelia 
Dunham,  who  died  two  years  later,  leaving  one 
child,  Sophia,  now  with  her  father.  In  1868,  Mr. 
Dunham  was  again  married,  choosing  as  his  wife 
Miss  Sarah  Montgomery,  who  died  in  1884.  She 
was  the  mother  of  four  children:  Kirk,  Fay,  Clin- 
ton, and  Mary,  deceased.     The  present  wife  of  Mr. 
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Dunham,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1886,  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Jennie  Wyner,  and  is  a  lady 
of  superior  culture. 

In  his  political  sympathies,  Mr.  Dunham  is  a 
Republican  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  served  as  Highway 
Commissioner  one  term  and  also  filled  other  local 
positions  of  trust.  He  is  identified  with  Cooper 
Lodge,  No.  149,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  prominent  in 
the  order.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  both  are  earnest  in  their  advocacy  of 
measures  which  will  uplift  the  community. 


/^^  C.  BUSH,  deceased,  was  a  native  of  New 
(li  j-^  York  State,  his  natal  day  being  March  1, 
^^y  1831.  His  parents  were  Abram  and  Sarah 
Bush,  who  emigrated  to  Barry  County,  this  State, 
when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years.  There 
the  latter  died  December  15, 1880,  greatly  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  him.  For  many  years,  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Hick- 
ory Corners,  and  was  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  and  Miss  Helen  M. 
Smith  were  united  in  marriage,  November  6,  1857. 
Mrs.  Bush  was  born  February  1,  1834,  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  W.  and  Charlotte  H.  (Mills)  Smith.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  her  mother  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  manufacturer  of 
furniture,  sash,  doors,  blinds,  etc.  on  the  Genesee 
River  and  is  now  deceased.  He  was  the  father  of 
a  family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  survive, 
namely:  Mrs.  Bush;  Adeline,  who  is  the  wife  of 
C.  A.  Crosby;  Mary  F.,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Bellinger,  and 
Cordelia,  who  married  Edwin  Bissell.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Bush  was 
married  to  Fredrick  S.  Bellinger  and  by  that  union 
was  born  one  daughter,  Lillian,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Aylmer  Morford. 

Mrs.  Bush  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  her  na- 
tive State,  where  she  was  given  a  good  education 
in  the  public  schools.  When  nineteen  years  of  age, 
she  went  to  Grant  County,  Wis.,  where  she  taught 


school  for  two  years.  She  then  came  to  Barry 
County,  this  State,  where  she  was  engaged  in  the 
same  occupation  for  a  number  of  terms.  In  1853, 
her  mother  and  step-father  came  to  Barry  County, 
where  Mr.  Bellinger  died  in  1870.  As  has  already 
been  stated.  Miss  Smith  and  our  subject  were  mar- 
ried in  1857,  and  had  born  to  them  two  children: 
Ernest  W.  and  Howard,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. 

Our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  society  he  held  the  position  of  Deacon. 
He  was  an  enterprising  business  man  and  in  favor 
of  every  measure  which  would  benefit  his  com- 
munity. In  politics,  he  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  and  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  and  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  in 
Richland.  Mrs.  Bush  resided  for  four  years  in 
Kalamazoo  previous  to  her  coming  to  Richland, 
where  she  makes  her  present  home.  She  is  a  very 
intelligent  and  cultured  lady  and  is  a  leader  in 
social  circles  in  the  place. 

]i^AVID  R.  CHANDLER  is  at  present  resid- 
I  Jj)  ing  on  his  fine  farm  on  section  23,  Rich- 
(^^^  land  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  He 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 2,  1834,  and  was  the  son  of  Michael  and 
Fannie  (Shepard)  Chandler,  natives,  respectively, 
of  New  York  and  Connecticut.  When  fifteen  years 
of  age,  our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Kalamazoo  County,  where  thej^  located 
on  section  29,  Richland  Township.  There  his  fa- 
ther died  during  the  war;  the  mother  died  March 
10,  1892,  in  Richland  Township, where  she  was  liv- 
ing with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  William  Simons;  she 
had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 

David  R.  Chandler  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in 
this  county,  and  was  early  trained  to  perform  all 
the  duties  pertaining  to  life  on  the  farm.  He  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  in  the  schools  of  Mar- 
cellus,  N.  Y.,  and  for  a  time  after  coming  to  this 
State,  attended  the  house  of  learning  in  his  dis- 
trict. October  26,  1865,  Adeline  J.,  daughter  of 
Ira  and  Sarah  Peake,  became  the   wife  of  our  sub- 
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ject,  and  by  their  union  four  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  Seth  P.,  Hull  N.,  Ruby  A.  and  Fan- 
nie L. 

In  1869,  the  original  of  this  sketch  located  upon 
his  present  farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  His  prop- 
erty has  been  placed  under  thorough  cultivation, 
and,  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops,  is  made  to  give 
a  handsome  increase.  In  politics,  Mr.  Chandler  is 
a  Democrat,  and  has  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Mrs.  Adeline 
Chandler  passed  from  this  life  June  28,  1881, 
greatly  mourned  by  her  family  and  friends.  Mr. 
Chandler  is  well  known  in  this  locality,  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  for  his  upright  and  honest  life. 


j^^^*/^ 


^^♦♦♦♦t:- 
^♦♦♦♦F 


•^,1  ARON  TALLMAN.  The  attractive  home 
fl  of  this  gentleman  is  one  of  the  pleasant 
sights  which  is  seen  by  the  traveler  along 
the  highways  of  Alamo  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County.  Near  his  comfortable  residence 
are  excellent  barns  which  shelter  his  crops  and 
stock.  He  has  made  a  success  of  agriculture  and 
gives  his  attention  largely  to  the  breeding  of 
standard-bred  horses,  of  which  he  has  some  fine 
animals. 

Mr.  Tallman,  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  op- 
posite page,  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
September  26,  1830.  His  father,  James  Tallman, 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1837  and  resided 
for  two  years  in  Washtenaw  County.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County  and 
located  on  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on 
sections  20  and  21,  for  which  he  had  traded  his 
farm  in  New  York.  He  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  the  township  and  was  obliged  to  cut  a  road 
to  reach  his  purchase.  He  erected  a  board  shanty, 
in  which  the  family  lived  during  the  summer,  and 
in  the  fall  built  a  log  house  in  which  they  lived  a 
number  of  years.  Later  he  erected  a  substantial 
frame  house  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  when 
seventy-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  a  very  promi- 
nent man  in  his  community  and  held  many  of  the 
township  offices.  In  religious  matters  he  was  a 
Presbyterian. 


The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Vedder,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1800.  She  passed  away  when  sixty-three  years 
old,  firm  in  the  Presbyterian  faith.  Mr.  Tallman 
was  six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to 
Michigan.  He  was  educated  in  the  old  log  school- 
house  of  his  district,  which  was  built  in  the  most 
primitive  manner,  containing  a  fireplace  at  one  end 
of  the  room,  and  slabs  set  on  wooden  pins  serving 
as  desks  for  the  scholars. 

Our  subject  aided  his  father  in  clearing  and  im- 
proving the  old  home  farm  and  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority operated  the  same  and  cared  for  his  parents 
until  their  death.  He  was  married,  October  23, 
1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  Piper,  a  native  of  England. 
Mrs.  Tallman  was  brought  to  America  by  her 
mother  when  two  years  old.  He  union  with  our 
subject  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren :  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  C.  D.  Grannis,  and  resides 
in  Manistee;  Annie  married  Herbert  McCall  and 
makes  her  home  in  Alamo  Township. 

In  early  life  a  Whig,  Mr.  Tallman  now  votes  the 
Republican  ticket  and  with  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  possessions  num- 
ber three  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  of  land 
on  sections  20,  21  and  26.  As  before  mentioned, 
he  breeds  standard-bred  horses,  and  also  raises  a 
good  grade  of  cattle  and  sheep.  For  the  past 
twenty-five  years  he  has  been  engaged  successfully 
in  the  lumber  business,  buying  all  the  oak  lumber 
he  can  get,  which  he  sells.  He  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Alamo  Township. 


'(  AMES  H.  KENT  is  entitled  to  a  high  place 
in  the  agricultural  community  of  Kalama- 
zoo County,  as  he  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man of  progressive  ideas,  bringing  to  his 
woi'k  an  educated  brain  and  skillful  hand,  and  his 
farm  on  sections  3  and  4,  Charleston  Township, 
is  equipped  and  .ordered  after  the  best  modern 
methods.  Mr.  Kent  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Hannibal,  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  January  12, 
1844,  a  son  of  Ahira  and  Tryphosa  (Tuckerraan) 
Kent,  who  were  natives,  respectively,  of  Dorset, 
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Yt,  and  Richfield,  N.  Y.,  the  former  born  in  1808 
and  the  latter  in  1811.  The  mother's  parents  were 
natives  of  Vermont. 

When  the  father  of  our  subject  was  eight  years 
old,  his  parents  removed  to  Hannibal  Township, 
Oswego  County,  in  1816.  Cephas  and  Rhoda 
(Field)  Kent  thus  became  pioneers  of  that  region, 
settling  on  a  farm,  which  the  husband  paid  for  by 
working  by  the  day  for  others.  The  father  of  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood  in  his  new  home,  and  in 
1829  married  and  established  a  home  of  his  own 
in  that  township,  where  he  remained  until  1854, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  is  still  living  with 
liissonof  whom  we  write,  and  has  attained  a  ven- 
erable age.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  four 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  are  all  living, 
namely:  Albert G.,  a  resident  of  Barry  County; 
Cephas  S.,  a  resident  of  Ross  Township;  James  H.; 
and  Benjamin  T.,  a  resident  of  Battle  Creek. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  of  the  children  living, 
and  he  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  with  the  family.  His  first  schooling  had 
been  obtained  in  his  native  place,  and  in  Olivet 
College  he  completed  a  liberal  education.  He  was 
thus  well  prepared  for  any  walk  in  life  that  he 
might  choose  to  follow.  He  decided  upon  ngri- 
culture,  in  which  he  was  well  grounded,  having 
had  much  experience  in  that  line  while  he  re- 
mained with  his  father,  and  at  once  after  his  mar- 
riage, in  the  winter  of  1866,  moved  into  the  pa- 
rental home  and  located  on  his  farm  on  section  3, 
Charleston  Township,  which  he  has  since  so  success- 
fully managed.  He  has  energetically  and  syste- 
matically carried  out  his  plans  for  its  improvement, 
and  as  a  result  it  ranks  to-day  among  the  most  de- 
sirable farms  in  this  part  of  Kalamazoo  County,  its 
fine  fields  well  tilled  and  neatly  fenced,  the  drain- 
age first-class,  the  buildings  well  ordered,  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicating  the  best  of 
care.  The  most  of  the  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  acres  comprised  in  this  farm  are  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  farm  is  well  adapted  to  stock-raising 
purposes,  to  which  Mr.  Kent  devotes  a  part  of  it. 
He  keeps  two  hundred  and  fifty  sheep,  besides 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs  of  standard  grades,  and  from 
this  source  derives  a  very  profitable  income.     Mr. 


Kent  IS  a  fine  business  man,  and  is  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  the  markets  when  good  prices  are 
the  order,  is  a  good  judge  of  all  kinds  of  stock, 
and  is  clear-sighted  in  regard  to  money  matters. 
He  is  a  man  of  genuine  public  spirit  and  likes  to 
do  what  he  came  to  promote  the  progress  of  town- 
ship and  county.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  of 
the  true  type. 

Mr.  Kent  was  married,  January  23,  1866,  in 
Ozaukee  County,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Ellen  C,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  y.  and  Eliza  (Skelton)  Dudley,  and 
their 's  is  a  pleasant  home  life.  Mrs.  Kent  was 
born  in  Wisconsin,  May  16,  1846,  and  she  there 
grew  to  womanhood.  Two  sons  have  been  born 
to  her  and  our  subject:  Edwin  D.,  at  home  with 
them;  and  Frank  F.,  who  married  Miss  Emma 
Bradley,  and  resides  on  section  4,  Charleston 
Township. 


_^]. 
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OSEA  COX.  Too  much  honor  cannot  be 
II  given  to  the  early  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo 
County.  They  were  men  of  strong  princi- 
ples and  wonderful  energy.  They  endured 
hardships  that  are  unknown  to  their  children,  and 
the  least  that  their  posterity  can  do  is  to  think  of 
them  with  due  respect  while  they  enjoy  the  advan- 
tages of  that  education  and  society  which  their 
father's  industry  and  integrity  secured  for  them. 

Hosea  Cox  owns  an  excellent  farm  on  section  17, 
Schoolcraft  Township,  where  he  is  passing  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  life  in  peace  and  quiet.  He 
is  the  son  of  Malachi  and  Olive  (Robinson)  Cox, 
the  father  born  August  2,  1798,  in  Vermont,where 
the  mother  was  also  born,  her  natal  day  being 
January  21,  1801.  They  were  married,  January 
2,  1820,  in  their  native  State,  where  they  resided 
until  their  removal  to  New  York,  when  they  lo- 
cated near  Syracuse.  There  the  father  passed  liis 
last  days.  The  mother  came  to  Kalamazoo  County 
and  died  in  Schoolcraft  Township,  August  16, 
1879.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  Hosea  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Shafts- 
bury,  Vt.,  March  22,  1835.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  given  a 
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fair  education  in  the  schools  of  that  period.  He 
was  married  in  the  above-named  county,  September 
15,  1858,  to  Miss  Ruth  A.  McHuron,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  two  children:  Belle,  and  John, 
who  married  Fannie  Kinney  and  makes  his  home 
in  this  county.  Mrs.  Ruth  A.  Cox  died  November 
30,  1862,  and  four  years  later  our  subject  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County  and  located  in  Schoolcraft 
Township,  where  he  has  made  his  permanent  home. 
He  was  married  a  second  time,  October  15,  1868, 
to  Harriet  S.  Carman,  who  was  a  native  of  this 
township,  her  birth  occurring  February  19,  1851. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  John  W.  Carman,  whose 
sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  viz:  Ralph  R.,  Grace  E.  and  Charles  H. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  from  this  life  Novem- 
ber 15,  1888.  The  original  of  this  sketch  has  held 
many  of  the  minor  offices  of  the  township.  He  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs  and  votes 
the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  followed  farming 
all  his  life,  and  his  present  estate  includes  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land  which  he 
has  placed  under  the  best  of  cultivation.  His  farm 
is  improved  with  all  the  necessary  buildings,  and  he 
finds  that  the  best  methods  and  the  latest  improve- 
ments in  agriculture  bring  him  in  the  largest  re- 
turns. 

Mr.  Cox  has  held  many  of  the  offices  of  the 
Grange  and  is  a  Patron  of  Husbandry.  We  are 
always  pleased  to  present  to  our  readers  a  sketch 
of  the  old  citizens  of  the  county,  who,  like  our 
subject,  have  aided  so  materially  in  its  upbuilding 
and  development. 


^    \    t    I    i       \  I     \ 


<^  j^ILLIAM  W.  MEAD.  The  native-born 
\/y//  ^^"^  ^^  Kalamazoo  County  are  many  of 
V^  them  among  her  most  enterprising  bus- 
iness men  and  best  citizens.  To  this  class  belongs 
William  W.  Mead,  of  whom  this  biographical  re- 
view is  written.  He  is  an  extensive  and  success- 
ful farmer  and  stockman,  who  owns  three  val- 
uable farms,  making  his  home' on  one  of  them  on 
section  1,  Charleston  Township.  He  was  born  in 
the  early  years  of  the  settlement  of  this   part  of 


the  county,  in  said  township.  May  16,  1838,  being 
the  date  of  his  birth,  and  he  was  the  third  son  and 
fourth  child  of  Thomas  Mead. 

Our  subject  was  very  well  educated,  laying  the 
foundation  of  his  learning  in  a  district  school  in 
Battle  Creek  Township,  Calhoun  County,  and  fin- 
ishing his  education  in  Bedford  Township,  the 
same  county.  He  was  twenty  years  old  when  he 
began  life  on  his  own  account  by  farming  a  piece 
of  land,  still  continuing,  however,  to  occupy  his 
place  in  the  parental  household.  After  his  mar- 
riage in  the  latter  part  of  1861,  he  lived  a  year 
in  Battle  Creek,  and  then  came  to  this  county,  and 
for  eight  months  was  a  resident  of  Ross  Township. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  located  on  the 
farm  in  Charleston  Township  that  he  is  still  oc- 
cupying. There  were  then  but  few  improvements 
on  the  place,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he  set 
about  his  proposed  plans  of  cultivation  and  im- 
provement, and  to-day  it  is  well  equipped  and  is 
amply  supplied  with  all  the  modern  conveniences 
for  conducting  agriculture  after  the  most  ap- 
proved methods.  He  has  erected  a  comfortable 
and  substantially  built  residence,  good  barns  and 
other  necessary  buildings,  and  everything  about 
the  place  is  orderly  and  well  kept.  Besides  this 
farm  of  ninety-two  acres,  he  has  a  good  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Ross  Township,  and  another  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  acres  in  the  same  town- 
ship, making  in  all  three  hundred  and  fifty-three 
acres  of  land,  each  farm,  which  Mr.  Mead  manages 
himself,  being  supplied  with  necessary  buildings. 
His  farms  are  well  stocked  with  cattle,  horses, 
sheep  and  hogs  of  standard  breeds.  He  has  a  fine 
herd  of  twenty-five  cattle  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty  sheep.  Mr.  Mead  is  a  live  man,  with  a 
good  head  for  business,  and  a  clear  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  agriculture.  Stability  and  de- 
cision of  character  are  among  his  more  marked 
traits,  and  he  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions 
on  all  subjects  with  which  he  is  familiar.  Espec- 
ially is  this  true  in  regard  to  his  political  views, 
and  the  Democratic  party  finds  in  him  one  of  its 
solid  supporters. 

Mr.  Mead  was  first  married  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  December  25,  1861,  to  Miss  Wealthy  Tal- 
bot, a  native  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Michigan 
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with  her  parents  when  a  small  child.  She  died  in 
1864,  leaving  two  children:  Georgia,  who  lives  at 
home  with  her  father;  and  Nellie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years.  Our  subject  was  again  married, 
in  1866,  this  time  to  Miss  Augusta  Wood,  the  third 
daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary  (Fowler)  Wood.  She 
was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y,,  December  12, 
1834,  and  lived  there  until  she  was  twenty-nine 
years  old,  when  she  came  to  Michigan.  Her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Mead  has  brought  them  two  chil- 
dren, a  daughter  and  a  son:  Martha,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty  months;  and  Guy  C,  who  is  at 
home  with  his  parents. 


-h- 


-^ 


-h 


eHARLES  H.  CHANDLER,  who  has  been 
for  more  than  four  decades  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  development  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  has  resided  in  Richland  Township  since 
1850.  He  is  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  there  born  April  18, 1838,  to  Michael  (de- 
ceased) and  Fannie  (Shephard)  Chandler.  The 
mother  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  made  her 
home  in  Richland  Township,  with  her  daughter, 
until  her  death  March  10,  1892,  in  her  eightieth 
year.  In  the  year  1850,  our  subject  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  this  State,  coming  by  the  lakes 
and  canal  to  Detroit,  whence  they  came  hither  by 
ox-team,  which  was  the  mode  of  travel  in  that  day. 
They  settled  in  Richland  Township,  where  our 
subject  now  resides,  the  father  being  called  away 
in  1862.  He  was  the  parent  of  four  children: 
David  R.,  Charles  H.,  Jesse,  and  Frances,  who  is 
the  wife  of  William  Simons.  The  elder  Mr.  Chand- 
ler was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  was  compara- 
tively a  poor  man. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  to  man's  estate  on 
the  home  farm  and  has  himself  been  a  life-long 
farmer  and  virtually  has  made  of  his  farm  what  it 
is  to-day,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township.  His 
beautiful  and  convenient  residence  was  erected  by 
him  in  1887,  and  is  surrounded  by  an  estate  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  splendidly  tilled 
land.  This  gentleman  was  married  December  30, 
1860,  to  Arzavilla  Parmalee,  a  native  of  Cooper 
Township,  this  county.   She  is  a  daughter  of  Jasen 


and  Emily  (Newman)  Parmalee,  and  was  born 
March  8,  1840.  Her  parents  came  to  this  State 
from  New  York,  their  native  place,  and  located  in 
Cooper  Township,  where  they  settled  in  the  woods. 
The  father  passed  away  in  December,  1876,  and 
the  beloved  mother  survived  until  November, 
1888.  They  had  born  to  them  ten  children,  four 
of  whom  are  deceased.  The  living  are:  Mrs. 
Chandler,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Crosby,  Chester,  Aurinda, 
Peter,  and  Orville.  Mrs.  Chandler  is  the  mother 
of  five  children:  Ira  B.,  Frances  A.,  Peter  E.,  and 
Katie  M.;  Charles  R.,  deceased.  Her  husband  has 
served  as  Treasurer  of  Rutland  Township  two 
years,  and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  and  his 
wife  are  highly  respected  members  of  social  circles 
of  the  township,  and  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  at  Richland,  and  has  officiated 
as  Junior  Warden  and  Treasurer  of  the  lodge. 


LEXANDER   BUELL,  deceased.     Among 
i|    the  valuable  men  who  came  to  this  county 


from  Connecticut,  none  were  more  es- 
teemed in  Kalamazoo  County  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  have  now  given,  and 
his  death,  which  took  place  April  17,  1885,  was  felt 
as  a  real  loss  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Buell  was  born  at  Clinton,  Middlesex  County, 
Conn.,  in  December,  1807.  He  early  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade  and  when  he  came  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  in  1834,  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture 
of  boots  and  shoes.  He  soon  engaged  in  locating 
land  and  did  a  general  real-estate  business,  having 
been  quite  active  in  locating  lands  both  for  him- 
self and  others.  Having  acquired  some  capital  by 
judicious  management,  he  kept  it  carefully  invested 
and  soon  we  find  him  doing  an  extensive  business  as 
a  money-broker,  in  which  he  continued  upwards  of 
forty  years  and  until  his  death,which  occurred  when 
he  was  seventy-eight  years  old.  At  that  time  he 
was  the  oldest  living  pioneer  in  Kalamazoo  except 
T.  P.  Sheldon  and  Alexander  Cameron,  and  was 
always  closely  identified  with  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  Western  Michigan,  and  was  ever  ready 
to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  whenever  it  was 
deemed  necessary.     He  was  a  well-known  figure  on 
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the  streets  of  the  city,  and,  possessing  a  happy  na- 
ture, he  made  friends  with  every  one  and  few  men 
were  more  widely  or  more  favorably  known.  His 
death  left  a  weight  upon  each  heart  and  to  each 
one  it  was  the  loss  of  a  dear  friend.  Politically,  he 
was  a  stanch  Democrat  and  was  frequently  honored 
by  the  gift  of  public  ollices,  both  in  municipal  and 
county  affairs.  He  was  a  clear-headed,  calm,  cal- 
culating man,  and  his  judgment  was  seldon  wrong. 
The  present  handsome  residence  on  South  Burdick 
Street  was  erected  by  him  in  the  year  1861,  and  at 
that  time  it  was  the  most  modern  residence  in  the 
city. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  three  times 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Mary  Loom  is,  who 
lived  but  a  short  time  after  her  marriage.  Mr. 
Buell  was  again  married,  tliis  time  to  Miss  Maria 
Bunce,  of  Marshall,  Mich.,  who  died  in  1864  after 
a  companionship  extending  over  thirteen  years. 
The  ceremony  was  solemnized  October  26,  1869, 
that  made  Cornelia  M.  Curtis  his  wife.  She  is  the 
present  wife  of  Edwin  Martin,  of  whom  a  more* 
extended  mention  is  made  on  another  page  of  this 
Record. 


_Ea[^_ 


'  ULIUS  HACKLEY.  This  respected  resident 
of  Kalamazoo  County  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  first  man  to  "take  up"  Government 
land  in  Alamo  Township.  He  has  resided 
on  his  estate  since  1835,  and  has  accumulated  a 
handsome  fortune.  He  is  now  eighty- four  years 
of  age,  and  his  genial  and  cordial  manners  have 
won  for  him  friends  all  over  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Vermont,  September  8, 
1808,  and  was  the  son  of  Roger  and  Eunice  (Pres- 
ton) Hackley,  natives,  respectively,  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut.  His  parents,  after  their 
marriage,  emigrated  to  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
where  the  father  was  a  farmer.  He  later  removed 
to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  made  his 
home  for  a  time  in  Cortland  County,  that  State. 
They  both  passed  their  last  years  in  Livingston 
County. 

Mr.  Hackley,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest  of  the 
parental   family   of   six   children,  only   three    of 
49  K 


whom  are  living.  He  was  given  a  fair  education, 
and  remained  at  home  until  nearly  attaining  his 
majority,  his  father  giving  him  his  time  six  months 
before  becoming  of  ^ge.  He  began  work  at  $5'  per 
month,  and  was  variously  occupied  for  a  number 
of  years,  selling  goods  on  the  road  for  three  years. 
In  1835,  he  walked  to  Buffalo,  and  came  by  the 
way  of  the  lakes  to  Detroit.  He  then  walked  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  met  Judge  Rumsey,  who  gave 
him  some  good  advice  concerning  the  country.  He 
came  to  Kalamazoo,  or  Brunson,  as  it  was  then 
called,  when  there  were  only  a  few  settlers  in  the 
locality . 

May  5,  1835,  Mr.  Hackley  located  his  present 
property  in  Alamo  Township,  purchasing  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  on  section  17.  He  cleared 
that  tract,  which  was  covered  with  a  thick  growth 
of  timber,  and  added  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
to  his  possessions,  the  latter  estate,  which  he  later 
disposed  of  at  a  handsome  profit,  being  located 
near  New  Buffalo.  He  purchased  at  different 
times  various  amounts  of  land  until  he  owned  over 
a  section. 

When  first  locating  in  his  new  home,  our  sub- 
ject erected  a  log  shanty,  14x22  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  there  made  his  home  until  he  cleared  his  farm. 
He  was  often  visited  by  the  Indians,  whom  he  con- 
sidered his  best  friends,  they  often  camping  in 
front  of  his  house.  Ox- teams  were  used  in  that 
early  day  where  we  now  employ  horses,  so  that 
the  work  of  cultivating  the  land  was  much  more 
tedious. 

In  1837,  Mr.  Hackley  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  New  York,  and  was  married,  September  13,  of 
that  year,  to  Dorothy  Fox.  The  young  couple  im- 
mediately came  to  their  home  in  the  woods,  Mrs. 
Hackley  riding  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  cat- 
tle which  her  husband  had  purchased  in  Detroit. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Edwin 
lives  with  his  father;  Preston  is  married,  and  re- 
sides in  Kalamazoo;  Gustavus  is  deceased;  and 
Annette  married  Jarvis  Skinner,  and  resides  in 
Cooper  Township.  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hackley  died 
June  24,  1890,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  as  is 
also  her  husband,  who  held  the  oflficeof  Deacon  for 
a  number  of  years, 
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In  early  life  a  Whig,  on  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  Mr.  Haekley  joined  its  ranks. 
He  has  been  very  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and 
served  his  fellow-townsmen  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Treasurer  of  the  township.  The  portraits  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haekley  are  presented  to  the  readers 
of  the  Record. 


^^^^ 


E^ 


(^^HADDEUS  S.  CLAPP.    Among  the  native- 
born  citizens  of   Kalamazoo  County  who 

have  been  prominently  connected  with   its 

progress,  may  be  mentioned  this  popular  citizen  of 
Galesburg,  who  was  born  in  Comstock  Township, 
January  13,  1846.  His  father,  Edwin  M.,  was  born 
in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  February  27,  1805, 
and  was  reared  in  the  Empire  State,  coming  to 
Michigan  in  1831,  and  settling  upon  Government 
land  m  Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County. 

A  prominent  man  in  the  community,  Mr.  Clapp, 
Sr.,  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican.  For 
many  years  he  served  as  Supervisor.  He  was 
elected  County  Commissioner  in  1838,  re-elected 
in  1839,  and  elected  Assessor  in  1834  and  Town 
Clerk  the  following  year.  He  was  prominent  in 
the  Congregational  Church  and  Trustee  for  a  long 
time.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Rufus 
Clapp,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  en- 
gaged as  a  farmer  and  hotel-keeper.  He  died  at  a 
good  old  age  and  his  mortal  remains  lie  by  the 
side  of  his  son  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 

On  May  30,  1630,  Roger  Clapp  arrived  at  Nan- 
tucket on  the  good  ship  ^'Mary  and  John,''  and  be- 
came one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Dorchester,  Mass., 
being  the  first  representative  of  the  Clapp  family 
in  America.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mary  J. 
Steadman,  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1812  and  died  in  1889.  She  had  a  family  of 
five  children,  one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  The  others  are :  Harriet  A.,  of  Kalamazoo ; 
Edwin  M.,  Jr.,  also  of  Kalamazoo;  Thaddeus  S.,  of 
this  sketch;  and  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Sibley, 
of  Detroit. 

After  completing  the  course  of  study  at  the 
Kalamazoo  Union  Schools,  our  subject  entered  the 
business  college  at   Poughkeepsie,  N,  Y.,  where  he 


remained  one  term.  Next  he  became  clerk  for 
the  firm  of  Lay  &  Delano,  grocers  of  Kalamazoo, 
and  one  year  after  entering  their  employ,  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  in  Comstock  Township,  in 
1867.  However,  he  did  not  purchase  the  place 
until  1880.  He  now  owns  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Comstock  Township,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  in  Pavilion  Township,  the  most  of 
which  are  under  cultivation. 

February  18,  1875,  Mr.  Clapp  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Cyrus  G.  and 
Maria  (Williams)  Sherwood,  natives  respectively 
of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Berkshire  County, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Clapp  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Md.,  July  12,  1852,  and  is  the  second 
among  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Her  father  died  in  1877,  but  her  mother  still  sur- 
vives and  makes  her  home  in  Kalamazoo. 

While  Mr.  Clapp  makes  his  home  in  Galesburg, 
he  still  carries  on  the  farm,  doing  a  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  business.  He  has  at  present 
about  five  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  sheep  and 
other  stock  of  good  grade,  in  raising  which  he  has 
met  with  success.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  three  sons,  Edwin  S.,  Carl  C,  and  Paul  T.,  who 
are  at  home.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Republican,  although  by  no  means  a  partisan. 


ARON  H.  CARR,  of  Galesburg,  is  well 
known  throughout  Kalamazoo  County  as 
a  man  of  much  enterprise,  a  sagacious, 
practical  farmer,  whose  chief  business  is 
raising  and  dealing  in  stock.  He  was  born  in 
Laurens  Township,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1830.  His  father,  whose  given  name  was 
Arnold,  was  also  a  native  of  that  township,  and 
there  he  spent  his  entire  life,  carrying  on  business 
as  a  farmer  and  a  blacksmith.  He  was  a  son  of 
James  Carr,  who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
when  a  young  man  removed  to  Otsego  County, 
and  there  passed  his  remaining  days.  He  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  three  brothers,  who  were  of 
English  birth  and  came  to  this  country  in  the 
early  years  of  the  settlement  of  Rhode  Island, 
where  they  ever  after   made  their  home,     The 
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mother  of  our  subject  was  Eliza  Eldred  prior  to 
tier  marriage,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Otsego 
County.  Her  father,  Henry  N.  Eldred,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  and  one  of  the  lirst  settlers  of 
Otsego  County,  and  was  known  throughout  the 
county  as  such.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters 
were  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject,  namely: 
Asenath,  who  is  dead;  Aaron  H.;  Alfred,  a  resi- 
dent of  Minnesota;  Arnold,  a  resident  of  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.;  and  Abigail  M.,  wife  of  E,  Fields, 
of  Otsego  County, 

Our  subject  is  the  second  child  of  the  family, 
and  the  eldest  son.  He  attained  his  majority  in 
his  native  place,  finishing  his  education  in  a  select 
school  in  the  village  of  Jacksonville,  N.  Y.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  lie  started  out  in  the  world 
to  find  what  life  held  for  him  away  from  his  famil- 
iar surroundings.  He  walked  to  Herkimer  County, 
traveling  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  and  obtained  a 
situation  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  which  was 
called  the  "Four  Mile  Grocery,''  it  being  situated 
on  the  canal.  In  1851,  he  became  the  proprietor 
of  the  grocery,  but  after  running  it  some  eight 
months,  he  sold  it,  and  went  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  clerked  for  a  grocer.  He  remained  in 
the  metropolis  three  years,  and  the  last  year  was 
with  the  Hudson  River  Railway  Co.  In  the  spring 
of  1835,  he  made  a  visit  to  Chicago,  and  returned 
to  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  by  the  way  of  the 
lakes.  After  that  he  was  a  clerk  in  a  general  store 
at  Gainsville  Creek,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
Returning  to  Olscgo  County  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming  on  its  fer- 
tile soil,  and  was  thns  employed  two  years.  His 
next  engagement  was  as  a  clerk  for  Strong  &  Dean 
in  the  village  of  Laurens,  with  whom  he  staid  one 
year. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  Mr.  Carr  went  to  Howard 
County,  Iowa,  whence  he  went  a  year  later  to 
Iowa  Falls,  Hardin  County,  in  the  same  State,  and 
from  there  to  Bloomington,  111.,  where  he  clerked 
in  a  dry-goods  house  a  year  and  a  half.  In  1865, 
he  returned  to  Iowa,  going  to  Osage,  where  he  es- 
tablished a  grocery  store,  which  he  operated  one 
year.  In  1866,  he  came  to  Kalamazoo  County 
from  Iowa,  and  located  on  a  farm  of  eighty-six 
acres,  on  section   1,  Comstock   Township.      Three 


years  later,  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  36,  Richland  Township, 
which  he  retained  in  his  possession  three  years  be- 
fore he  sold  it.  He  next  turned  his  attention  to 
buying  and  selling  stock,  and  also  engaged  at  his 
old  occupation  as  a  clerk.  In  1878,  he  purchased 
the  place  where  he  now  resides  in  the  village  of 
Galesburg,  still  keeping  his  farm,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  in  point  of  equipment  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  makes  a  specialty  of  feeding  sheep, 
and  has  a  fine  herd  of  two  hundred  at  the  present 
time.  He  keeps  nothing  but  good  stock,  and  de- 
rives a  good  yearly  income  from  his  shipments. 
He  is  a  man  of  wide  experience,  possesses  a  clear, 
well-trained  intellect,  bears  a  high  reputation  as 
regards  his  credit  in  money  matters  and  his  ver- 
acity in  all  things.  His  fellow-townsmen  appre- 
ciating his  merits,  and  knowing  his  value  as  a 
civic  oflQcer,  honored  him  by  electing  him  to  rep- 
resent Comstock  on  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors, but  he  declined  to  serve.  He  has,  however, 
been  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  for  nine  years. 
In  his  political  views,  he  is  decidedly  a  Republican. 
Mr.  Carr  was  first  married  in  1866  to  IMiss  Hen- 
rietta Harrington,  who  died  in  1872  without  issue. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  present  wife  was  Ida  L. 
Allerton,  a  native  of  New  York.  One  daughter 
completes  their  pleasant  home  circle,  Ella  M. 


ANSFORD  C.  HOYT.  Throughout  Prairie 
^-,  Ronde  Township,  it  was  the  universal  testi- 
ly \t  mony  of  the  citizens  that  the  death  of  this 
early  settler  and  esteemed  man  removed 
from  the  scenes  of  his  activity  one  who  had  ever 
been  foremost  in  good  works  and  whose  reputation 
had  long  been  established  for  probity,  uprightness 
and  energy.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  born  in  Logan  County, 
Ohio,  May  14,  1808,  the  son  of  Steven  and  Mary 
(Carter)  Hoyt,  the  father  a  native  of  Vermont.  In 
1828,  the  parents  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  they  remained  un- 
til death. 

Wlien  his  parents  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
Ransford   C.   accompanied  them   hither,  and  wf^ 
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accordingly  indentified  with  the  pioneer  his- 
tory of  the  county.  In  1832,  lie  was  mar- 
ried in  Schoolcraft  Township  to  Miss  Mary 
Hanson,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  Helen, 
the  wife  of  John  Hartman.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Mr.  Hoyt  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Susanna 
(Baum)  Bair,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bair  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1829,  and  set- 
tled in  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  they  spent 
their  remaining  years.  Tliey  had  a  family  of  four- 
teen children,  of  whom  Harriet  was  the  next  to 
the  youngest  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  September  15,  1820. 

Fourteen  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoyt,  seven  of  whom  attained  to  mature 
years,  namely:  Lovel  R.,  Thomas  E.,  Jonathan  C, 
Mary  C,  D.  M.,  Owen  L.  and  IdaE.  Thomas  died 
in  1871,  when  twenty-six  years  old;  Mary  C.  is  the 
wife  of  William  L.  Davis,  and  Ida  E.  is  Mrs.  Leroy 
Hackett.  Mr.  Hoyt  held  several  of  the  township 
offices  and  took  an  active  part  in  political  affairs. 
He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  was  always  interested  in  church  work.  He 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  with  marked  success 
and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  several  hundred 
acres  of  good  land.  His  death,  which  occurred 
September  13,  1874,  was  widely  mourned.  His 
widow,  who  survives  him,  is  a  sincere  Christian, 
and  although  age  has  come  upon  her,  takes  the 
same  delight  in  religious  affairs  as  when  a  girl. 


^ 


-J- 


eLARENCE  J.  VANDERBILT.  Among  the 
progressive  agriculturists  of  Cooper  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County,  our  subject  stands 
in  the  foremost  rank.  He  is  residing  on  his  good 
farm  on  section  25,  and  gives  his  attention  to  cul- 
tivating the  soil.  He  was  born  in  Lyons,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1849,  and  was  the  son  of 
John  Vanderbilt,  also  a  native  of  the  same  count}^ 
as  was  our  subject.  His  father,  Michael  Vander- 
bilt, was  a  second  cousin  to  Commodore  Vander- 
bilt. 
The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  iu 


1869,  and  located  in  Cooper  Township,  where  he 
had  previously  purchased  land.  He  died  in  1889, 
aged  seventy-two  years,  being  captain  of  a  company 
of  militia  at  that  time.  Religiously  he  was  a  Presby- 
terian. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
Rachel  Jennings,  a  native  of  Connecticut;  she  is 
still  living.  Of  the  parental  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, five  are  living. 

Clarence  J.  Vanderbilt  received  a  district  school 
and  academic  education,  attending  the  latter  insti- 
tution at  Sodus,  N.  Y.  He  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  Michigan  and  was  mar- 
ried, in  1875,  to  Miss  Emily  Bradenburg.  Her  par- 
ents were  Philo  and  Alice  (Owen)  Bradenburg. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
and  the  mother  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  emi- 
grated lo  Michigan  in  an  early  day.  The  father 
cleared  and  improved  the  land  where  our  subject 
now  makes  his  home  and  died  in  1888,  aged  eighty- 
tliree  years.  The  mother  still  lives  in  Oshtemo 
Township,  this  county,  aged  seventy-four. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  Democrat  in  pol- 
itics and  with  his  good  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  estate  comprises  one 
hundred  and  six  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  is  to  be 
found  in  the  county  and  which  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 25.  He  has  a  fine  brick  house  on  his  place, 
which  bears  all  modern  conveniences  and  improve- 
ments. 


AZEL  HARRISON,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County,  was  born  near  Frankford,  Ky., 
March  31,  1814,  and  accompanied  his  father, 
the  late  Judge  Harrison,  to  Michigan,  becoming 
one  of  its  earliest  settlers  and  influential  citizens. 
In  his  early  manhood  he  studied  medicine  but  did 
not  graduate.  His  specialty  has  been  the  treat- 
ment of  cancers,  in  which  he  has  met  with  suc- 
cess. 

In  Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  Dr.  Harrison 
was  married,  May  12,  1838,  to  Almira  Abbey,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  August  28,  1818.  After 
their  marriage,  the  young  couple  settled  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  where  Mrs.  Harrison  died,  They 
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had  a  family  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom, 
Cynthia,  Christia  A.,  and  Bazel,  were  struck  by 
lightning  and  instantly  killed;  Almira  died  in  in- 
fancy; George  F.  is  a  farmer  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  where  John  S.  is  also  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits;  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Van 
Duzer,  of  whom  see  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; Mary  L.  completes  the  list  of  children  in  the 
family. 

Dr.  Harrison  was  a  second  time  married,  choos- 
ing as  his  wife  Eliza  J.  Nessmith,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia,  and  died  in  Chicago,  October  19,  1890. 
The  farm  which  the  Doctor  owns  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  seventy  of  which  have 
been  brought  under  fine  improvements  and  em- 
bellished with  a  first-class  set  of  farm  buildings. 
In  his  political  belief,  he  has  acted  in  conjunction 
with  the  Republican  party  and  has  held  various 
oflficial  positions,  the  most  important  having  been 
that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Religiously,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as 
one  of  its  faithful  members. 


Wlf)  ^^^^^^^  DRAKE.  The  gentleman  whose 
■^^^  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page  was 
an  honored  pioneer  farmer  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  he  resided  on  a  farm  three 
miles  from  the  city  of  Kalamazoo.  He  was  born 
in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  January  10,  1787,  and  on 
reaching  his  majority  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self. Going  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Delaware 
River,  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  nine 
years  and  was  quite  successful  in  making  what  in 
those  days  was  considered  a  fortune. 

The  War  of  1812  came  on  and  our  subject  in- 
vested largely  in  real  estate,  which  rose  rapidly, 
but  at  the  close  of  the  war  decreased  in  value  so 
that  his  fortune  was  swept  away.  The  year  1817 
was  spent  in  traveling  through  the  West,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  returned  to  his  home 
and  worked  out  for  others  until  he  again  obtained 
a  start.  Moving  to  Ohio  in  1820  with  his  wife 
and  children,  he  settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  ten  miles  from  Sandusky,  where  are 
now  located  the  Sandusky  plaster  beds.      The   lo- 


cality proving  unhealthy,  Mr.  Drake  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Newport,  St.  Clair  County,  Mich., 
where  he  resided  for  six  years,  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  cattle  and  working  a  farm  on  shares. 

It  was  the  1st   of   September,    1830,   that   Mr. 
Benjamin  Drake  arrived  in  this  county  and  settled 
on  section  13,  Oshtemo  Township.     The  land  was 
not  in  the  market  at  the  time  and  was  still  inhab- 
ited by  the  Indians,  but   the   following   year   the 
Government  offered  the  land  for   sale,   and,  with 
the  assistance  of  some  Indians,  our  subject  erected 
a  crude  log  house,  the  first   white   habitation   on 
Grand  Prairie.     The  Indians  were  considered  very 
friendly,  but  about  that  time  Mr.  Drake   had   the 
following  adventure  on  his  way  to  White  Pigeon 
to  enter  his  land:    He  met  two  Indians,   paid   no 
attention  to  them,  and  had  nearly  passed  by,  when 
one  of  them  suddenly  seized  him  by  the  shoulder 
and  tried  to  draw  his  knife,  the  only  weapon    he 
had.     The  other  Indian  carried  a  gun.     Mr.  Drake 
caught  his  antagonist  by  the  wrist  and,  being  very 
strong,  held  him  so  tightly  he  could  do  nothing  at 
all.     Walking  backward,  keeping   his   enemy   be- 
tween himself  and  the  other  Indian  with  the  gun, 
he  reached  the  brow  of  a  little  hill,  where  he    had 
intended  to  knock  the  Indian   down    the   incline 
with  a  hickory  cane  he  carried,  when  at  that   mo- 
ment a  Mr.  Campeau  appeared  on  the  scene.     The 
gentleman,  who  was  an  Indian   trader  at   Grand 
Rapids,  immediately  commenced  talking  with  the 
Indians,  who  knew  him,  and  while  thus  detaining 
them,  Mr.  Drake  made  his   escape.      Our   subject 
learned   afterward    that    the    Indians    had    been 
offended  by  a  white  man  and    were   going   to   be 
avenged  on  the  first  white  man  they  met,  and,  un- 
fortunately, Mr.  Drake  was  that  man.     Had  it  not 
been  for  the  interference  of  Mr.  Campeau,  he  cer- 
tainly would  have  lost  his  life. 

The  splendid  farm  on  which  Mr.  Drake  resided 
until  his  death  consisted  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  and  is  now  considered  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  country.  He  lived  through  all  the 
changes  that  took  place  in  and  around  the  city, 
and  was  an  active  participant  in  many  of  them. 
December  19,  1819,  was  the  date  of  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Maria  Ogden,  who  was  born  February  22, 
1799,  in  Ontario.      By  this  union  have  been  born 
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to  them  the  following  children:  Frances,  Elizabeth, 
Benjamin,  George  N.,  Jane,  Maria,  and  F.  James. 
Three  of  this  number  are  now  living:  Jane,  who 
resides  on  the  old  homestead;  George  N.,  and  F. 
James.  Benjamin  died  previous  to  the  death  of 
his  father  and  mother;  Frances  died  in  1890,  in 
California;  Maria  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Doir 
Waterman,  and  passed  from  this  life,  August  22, 
1881.  The  brother  Fitch,  who  assisted  in  the 
carrying  on  of  the  farm,  is  now  incapacitated  from 
further  manual  labor  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
sister  Jane. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  are  left  of  the 
original  farm,  which  is  superintended  by  the 
daughter  Jane,  a  capable  and  intelligent  lady.  A 
handsome  brick  residence,  and  substantial  and 
neat  buildings  adorn  the  estate  and  a  specialty  of 
raising  horses  is  made,  they  now  having  thirty 
fine  colts  of  the  best  breeds. 

Throughout  his  entire  life,  Mr.  Drake  was  a 
straightforward  business  man,  independent,  self- 
reliant,  and  thoroughly  competent  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  line  of  pursuit  he  had  chosen  as 
his  life  vocation.  In  his  death,  which  occurred 
Monday,  September  3,  1883,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-six  years,  the  county  lost  one  of  its  most 
respected  and  influential  citizens.  His  estimable 
wife  followed  him  to  the  better  land,  November 
21,  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  She  was 
highly  esteemed  by  her  many  friends  and  neigh- 
bors and  beloved  by  her  children. 


•^^ 


E^ 


RANK  HENDERSON,  manufacturer  of  re- 
galias and  society  goods  and  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Kalamazoo,  established 
business  in  this  line  in  1873,  and  from  a  small  be- 
ginning it  has  constantly  increased  to  splendid 
proportions.  The  proprietor,  who  ranks  among 
the  prominent  citizens,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State.  He  was  born  near  the  city  of  Syracuse, 
October  8,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  L.  S.  Henderson,  a 
farmer  and  mason  of  New  York.  His  mother  in 
her  maidenhood  was  Clarissa  Amidon,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Amidon.  In  1855,  the  father  removed  with 
his  family  to  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  and,  settling  on  a 


farm  near  that  place,  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  His  wife  was  also  there  living  when 
called  to  her  final  rest. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  son 
in  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters.     His 
early  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  New  York  State 
and  when  thirteen,  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Michigan.     In   the  schools  near 
his  home,  he  acquired  his  literary   education  and 
his  business  training  was  received  while  serving  as 
salesman  in  a    dry-goods   store.       He  afterwards 
served  in  the  same  capacity  in  a   hardware  store, 
there  remaining  until  twenty-three  years   of  age, 
when  he  embarked   in  business   for   himself.     In 
1864,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Hender- 
son,  he   opened   a  saddlery  and  trunk    manufac- 
tory and    the   connection    continued  three  years, 
when  Mr.  Henderson  bought  out  his  partner's  in- 
terest.    He  was  then  alone  for  three  years,  when 
he  admitted  to  partnership  T.  F.  Giddings,  the  firm 
being  known   as    Henderson  &   Giddings.     After 
another  three  years  had  gone  by,   this  connection 
was   dissolved  by  mutual   consent,  Mr.  Giddings 
taking  the  saddlery  and  trunks  and  our   subject 
the  regalia  and  society  goods,  the  manufacture  of 
which  had  been  begun  in  the  meantime.      He  has 
since  been  alone  and  the  splendid  success  that  has 
crowned  his  efforts  attests  his   close    attention  to 
business  and  the  exercise  of  its  correct  principles. 
As  before  stated,  he  began  in  a  small  way,  but  ere 
several  years  had  passed,  his  sales  had  increased  to 
over  $100,000,  while  the    orders  are  received  too 
rapidly   to    be    filled.       He  makes  all    kinds   of 
uniforms   and   regalia   for   societies  of    whatever 
country  or  class.     His  establishment  is  located  at 
Nos.  206    and   208  East  Main  Street;  the   build- 
ing has  a  frontage  of  forty-eight  feet,  is  one  hun- 
dred in  depth  and  the   entire  four  floors  and  base- 
ment are  used,  while  present  indications  foretell  a 
further  enlargement  of  quarters  in  the  near  future. 
He  has  forty  employes,  ten  men  and  thirty  girls. 
When  he  started,  he  had  only  one  boy  and  did  most 
of  the  work  himself. 

Mr.  Henderson  led  to  the  marriage  altar.  May 
27,  1868,  Miss  Mary  G.  Taylor,  daughter  of  James 
Taylor,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Kalamazoo  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children,  a 
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son  and  four  daughters:  James  T.,  who  is  employed 
in  the  wholesale  house  of  Marshall  Field  &  Co.  of 
Chicago;  Libbie,wife  of  Charles  M.  Stevens,  of  Kala- 
mazoo; Kate,  Clara  and  Fannie.  The  family  is 
one  widely  known  throughout  this  community  and 
ranks  high  in  social  circles. 

For  two  terms,  Mr.  Henderson  has  served  as 
Trustee  of  the  city  and  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education.  He 
takes  considerable  interest  in  civic  societies,  being 
a  Thirty-third  degree  mason.  He  holds  member- 
ship with  Anchor  Lodge,  No.  87,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.; 
Kalamazoo  Chapter,  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.;  Peninsuhir 
Commandery,  No.  8,  K.  T.;  De  Witt  Clinton 
Consistory  of  Scottish  Rite  Masons  of  Grand 
Rapids;  and  also  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
National  Union.  For  his  success  in  business  life, 
Mr.  Henderson  certainly  deserves  much  credit, 
having  by  his  own  efforts  worked  his  way  upward 
and  become  one  of  the  wealthy  men  in  the  city. 
He  possesses  energy,  enterprise,  sagacity,  and  the 
result  of  well-directed  efforts  is  seen  in  the  abun- 
dant fruits  of  his  labors.  It  is  with  pleasure  we 
present  his  sketch  to  our  readers,  many  of  whom 
are  personally  acquainted  with  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman. 


THOMAS  ANDERTON.  This  gentleman, 
who  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ross 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  this  section. 
He  is  a  man  whose  cordial  and  kindly  spirit  makes 
for  him  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents.  He 
is  at  present  residing  on  section  30,  where  his  fine 
farm  is  pleasantly  located.  He  is  progressive  and 
public-spirited  and  is  in  favor  of  every  measure 
which  will  benefit  his  communit}^ 

Mr.  Anderton  was  born  April  7,  1823,  in  Lan- 
cashire, England,  and  was  the  son  of  William  and 
Ann  (Sunner)  Anderton,  also  natives  of  England. 
He  grew  to  mature  3^ears  in  his  native  country 
and  learned  the  trade  of  bleaching  cotton  goods, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years,  and  thus 


thoroughly  mastering  the  business.  He  followed 
that  line  of  work  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  came  to  America,  having  heard 
much  of  the  advantages  which  the  New  World  of- 
fered to  young  men. 

Our  subject  was  given  a  good  education  and 
took  passage  on  an  American-bound  steamer  at 
Liverpool  in  1844.  He  landed  in  New  York  City, 
but  soon  went  to  Rhode  Island  where  he  spent 
seven  years  working  at  his  trade.  In  1852,  Mr. 
Anderton  came  West  to  Kalamazoo  County,  this 
State,  having  previously  purchased  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  wild  land,  a  few  acres  of  which  had 
been  improved.  He  erected  a  small  frame  house  on 
his  property  and  made  his  home  there  for  a  number 
of  years.  The  little  house,  however,  has  long  since 
given  way  to  a  comfortable  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, and  his  estate  now  includes  four  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  acres,  which  is  under  the  most 
improved  methods  of  cultivation.  All  the  neces- 
sary buildings  have  been  erected  which  best  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  the  first-class  agriculturist, 
and  Mr.  Anderton  occupies  the  front  rank  among 
the  wealthy  farmers  of  the  county. 

April  16,  1849,  he  of  whom  we  write  and  Miss 
Ann  Craven  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  And- 
erton was  born  October  20,  1823,  in  Lancashire, 
England,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  (Thorp)  Craven,  also  natives  of  the  Mother 
Country.  She  emigrated  to  America  the  same 
year  as  did  our  subject  who  met  and  married  her 
while  residing  in  Rhode  Island.  By  their  union 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children, 
only  three  of  whom  are  living:  Mary  A.,  the  wife 
of  W.  H.  Brewer;  Esther,  Mrs.  William  Robinson, 
and  Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  Matthew  Gun  ton. 
The  two  deceased  children  are  William  and  John. 

Mr.  Anderton  is  very  prominent  in  local  affairs 
and  for  three  terms  has  served  his  fellow- townsmen 
as  Highway  Commissioner.  He  has  been  Road  Over- 
seer of  this  district  for  over  thirty  years,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
lay  before  him  in  that  position.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Anderton  rather  inclines  toward  Republican  prin- 
ciples, but  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  considers 
will  best  fill  the  position,  regardless  of  party.  Our 
subject  has  visited  his  Mother  Country  twice  since 
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leaving,  once  in  1859  and  again  in  1882,  when  his 
wife  went  with  him.  The  beautiful  brick  residence 
in  which  our  subject  makes  his  home  was  erected 
in  1885,  and  is  looked  upon  with  pride  by  the  sur- 
rounding community. 


V; 


<^\  j^ILLIAM  L.  McBETH,  M.  D.,  of  Galesburg, 
was  born  in  Bradford,  South  Simcoe 
County,  Canada,  August  25,  1841.  His 
father,  Andrew,  was  born  in  Scotland,  in  1795, 
and  emigrated  thence  about  1815  to  Canada,  tak- 
ing up  land  in  Manitoba  and  remaining  there 
eighteen  months.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Toronto 
and  from  that  city  to  Bradford,  where  he  followed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer.  His  death  occurred 
in  1864,  at  Bradford,  where  his  widow  still  makes 
her  home.  She  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Jane 
Lang  and  was  born  in  Scotland,  August  13,  1807. 

In  the  parental  family  of  seven  children,  six 
grew  to  years  of  maturity  and  three  are  still  living 
besides  our  subject:  Barbara,  wife  of  Dr.  Suther- 
land, of  Saginaw;  James,  a  resident  of  Sanilac 
County,  and  Andrew,  whose  home  is  in  Bradford, 
Canada.  William  L.  is  the  eldest  child  of  his 
father's  second  marriage,  and  was  reared  in  his 
native  place,  where  he  completed  his  education  in 
the  grammar  school.  Meanwhile,  he  aided  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  he  entered  the  Victoria 
Medical  College  of  Toronto,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1870. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation,  the  young 
doctor  came  to  Michigan,  where  for  one  year  he 
practiced  in  Sherwood,  Branch  County,  as  the  part- 
ner of  Dr.  Fraser.  Afterward  he  located  in  Prairie- 
viile,  Barry  County,  and  was  there  for  five  years  as 
a  medical  practitioner.  In  1876,  he  located  in  Gales- 
burg where  he  has  since  been  in  continuous  prac- 
tice. The  reputation  which  he  has  gained  is  that 
of  a  skillful  physician,  one  who  keeps  abreast  with 
the  latest  investigations  and  discoveries  in  the 
medical  world,  and  his  practice  is  extensive  and 
lucrative. 

September  17,  1871,  Dr.  McBeth  was  united  in 
marriage    to   Miss   Jennie   R.   Gwin,   of    Branch 


County.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Julia 
(Hedger)  Gwin,  early  settlers  of  Branch  County, 
and  highly  respected  citizens  thereof.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  McBeth  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Nel- 
lie J.,  born  in  Prairieville,  August  6,  1872,  and 
a  babe  who  died  unnamed.  In  his  political  views, 
the  Doctor  is  liberal  and  while  in  Canada  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Reform  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  t)f  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  and  Galesburg  Lodge,  No.  92,  F.  & 
A.M. 


-h 


^^ 


-^ 


GEORGE  NESBITT.  Perhaps  none  of  the 
citizens  of  Kalamazoo  County  have  been 
more  closely  connected  with  its  develop- 
ment from  its  primeval  condition  to  the  abode  of 
prosperous  farmers  and  the  site  of  flourishing 
cities,  than  he  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is  in- 
ti-oduced.  A  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
and  born  September  22,  1805,  he  resided  in  the 
Emerald  Isle  until  he  attained  to  manhood.  He 
came  to  America  in  1830,  and  in  July  of  that 
year  arrived  in  Kalamazoo  County,  settling  in 
what  is  now  Prairie  Ronde  Township,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  a  resident. 

Mr.  Nesbitt  was  married  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  January  16,  1841,  to  Miss  Susan  Hux- 
table,  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England,  and  they 
had  three  children:  Ellen  M.,  John  and  James. 
John  is  a  farmer  in  Portage  Township,  and  James, 
whose  sketch  is  presented  on  another  page,  fol- 
lows agricultural  pursuits  in  Prairie  Ronde  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Susan  Nesbitt  passed  from  earth  July 
26,  1850. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
Mr.  Nesbitt  has  been  in  deep  sympathy  with  its 
principles,  and  has  always  used  his  influence  and 
cast  his  ballot  in  its  behalf.  He  has  filled  the  ma- 
jority of  the  township  oflfices,  serving  as  Super- 
visor for  several  terms,  and  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  about  forty  years.  For  some  four  or 
five  years  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  mill- 
wright, but,  with  that  exception,  he  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits   until   about    1876,  when, 
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on  account  of  old  age,  he  was  unable  longer  to 
actively  engage  in  the  work  incident  to  farm 
life,  and  therefore  retired  from  the  arduous  labors 
which  had  formerly  occupied  his  attention.  As 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers,  most  upright  citizens, 
generous  friend  and  kind-hearted  neighbor,  he 
deservedly  receives  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
a  long  and  active  existence  has  brought  him  in 
contact. 


ill 


^OHN  W.  JAMES.  This  honored  pioneer 
resident  of  Alamo  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N. 
.^^  Y.,  where  he  was  born  July  12,  1822.  The 
father,  Uriah  L.  James,  a  native  of  New  York  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  came  to  Michigan  in 
1837,  from  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  located  in 
Alamo  Township,  this  county,  entering  land  on 
the  condition  that  he  was  to  clear  so  much  of  it 
in  a  limited  time.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  set- 
tle in  this  township,  and  Indians  were  then  very 
numerous  and  friendly.  He  died  in  his  seventy- 
seventh  year,  in  1863.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  drew  a  pension  for  his  services. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  came  from 
England,  and  both  his  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  beloved  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lucinda  Frink,  a  native  of  New 
York.  She  died  in  1861,  when  sixty-six  years  old. 
She  was  married  on  the  day  when  she  was  sixteen 
and  died  on  her  birthday.  She  bore  her  husband 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living.  Our  subject  attended 
the  primitive  log  schoolhouse,  with  its  slab  seats 
and  puncheon  floor,  and  accompanied  his  mother 
and  the  other  members  of  the  family  to  Michigan 
in  1839,  two  years  after  his  father's  coming,  the 
trip  being  made  via  canal  and  lake.  He  was  sev- 
enteen then  and  remained  at  home  two  years  after- 
ward. He  worked  out  for  some  time,  making  roads 
in  the  township.  In  1844,  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  where  he  now  lives.  He  paid  $200  for  a 
pair  of  steers,  a  cow,  and  one  bed-quilt,  and  was  in 
debt  to  the  amount  of  $85.  After  two  years'  time, 


he  went  on  the  Kalamazoo  River,  boating  for 
seventy-five  cents  a  day,  and  in  the  fall  had  the 
money  to  take  up  his  mortgage  on  the  land.  He 
started  from  his  own  door  and  went  twenty-two 
miles  to  Schoolcraft  to  work  in  the  harvest  field  at 
$1  a  day,  taking  in  exchange  for  his  labor  a  bolt 
(thirty  yards)  of  cotton  cloth.  The  second  year 
he  received  money,  and  worked  in  that  way  three 
years. 

Our  subject  purchased  forty  acres  adjoining  the 
original  purchase  for  $200,  paying  $25  down. 
He  worked  for  $10  a  month  in  a  livery  stable  m 
Kalamazoo,  and  continued  in  that  place  five 
years,  each  year  receiving  $2  a  month  advance, 
and  the  sixth  year  received  $200  for  the  whole 
year.  By  economy,  he  was  enabled  to  pay  the 
balance  on  his  land  and  have  some  money  left, 
with  which  he  bought  sixty  acres.  Later  he  com- 
menced to  drive  a  stage  for  $16  a  month  between 
Kalamazoo  and  Grand  Rapids,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed thirteen  years.  In  November,  1859,  he 
returned  to  his  farm,  and  has  since  been  a  tiller  of 
the  soil. 

Through  the  exercise  of  good  judgment  and  econ- 
omy, Mr.  James  is  now  the  fortunate  possessor  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  12, 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming,  and  raises  all 
the  best  kinds  of  stock.  He  began  to  work  out 
when  only  fifteen  years  old,  and  earned  money  to 
help  support  his  mother  and  family  two  years  be- 
fore coming  to  Michigan.  He  has  probably  seen 
more  deer  in  one  herd  than  any  other  man  in  the 
State,  thirty-two  having  crossed  the  road  one  day 
near  his  house.  He  is  the  only  one  of  the  few 
original  boatmen  living  in  this  county.  In  years 
gone  by,  he  cut  eighteen-inch  stove-wood,  drew  it 
six  miles  to  Otsego,  and  put  it  in  the  woodshed 
for  fifty  cents  a  cord,  earning  money  that  way  to 
buy  his  clothes.  At  another  time  he  cut  one  hun- 
dred cords  of  four- foot  wood  in  Otsego  Township, 
for  $25.  His  portrait  on  another  page  presents 
the  features  of  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the 
county,  who,  by  push,  pluck  and  perseverance, 
gained  his  full  quota  of  this  world's  goods. 

Mr.  James  was  married  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,in  1859,to  Laura  Ann  Russell,  who  was  there 
born.     Her   parents   were  natives  of   the   Empire 
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State,  where  they  spent  their  lives.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  four  children  have  been 
born:  John  R.,  deceased;  Charles  W.,  Earl  and 
Grace,  who  are  at  home.  In  his  political  views, 
Mr.  James  is  a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  and  at  all 
times  on  the  side  of  temperance.  He  and  his 
worthy  w4fe  are  highly  respected  by  their  many 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


^ 


JUSTIN  COOPER.  Retired  from  the  agri- 
cultural labors  which  formerly  occupied  his 
time  and  engaged  his  attention,  Mr.  Cooper 
is  now  a  resident  of  the  village  of  School- 
craft, where  he  is  known  and  honored  as  an  up- 
right and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  was  born  in 
Lodi,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  March  27,  1806,  and 
there  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  wool-carding  and  cloth- 
dressing,  which  he  followed  until  1830,  during 
which  year  he  came  to  Michigan  and  traveled 
over  a  portion  of  the  State  on  a  prospecting  tour. 
After  pre-empting  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  Nottawa  Township,  St.  Joseph  County,  he  re- 
turned to  Lodi. 

In  the  spring  of  1831,  Mr.  Cooper  again  came 
to  Michigan  and,  settling  on  land  which  he  had 
purchased  in  St.  Joseph  County,  engaged  in  culti- 
vating the  soil  until  the  spring  of  1834,  when  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County,  lo- 
cating on  section  29,  Schoolcraft  Township.  This 
farm,  which  he  had  purchased  prior  to  his  re- 
moval hither,  continued  to  be  his  home  for  many 
3^ears  until,  on  account  of  the  infirmities  of  age, 
he  rented  the  place  and  retired  to  Schoolcraft 
Village.  He  derives  a  good  income  from  his  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  is  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  which  he  accumulated  by  arduous 
labors  in  his  younger  days. 

November  17,  1832,  Mr.  Cooper  was  married, 
in  Nottawa  Township,  St.  Joseph  County,  to  Miss 
Lowville  Hazzard,  who  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  6,  1811.  She  came  with  her 
widowed  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters  to  Wayne 
County,  Mich.,  in  1817,  and  after  the  death  of 
the  mother,  which  occurred  in  that  county,  the 


children  were  separated.  Lowville  came  to  Not- 
tawa Township  with  her  brother  and  his  family, 
and  there  met  and  married  Mr.  Cooper. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Silas;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Dunavan;  Caroline,  who  married  James  Dun- 
avan;  Celeste,  who  died  in  childhood;  Will- 
iam, a  sketch  of  whose  life  is  presented  elsewhere; 
Jennie,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Fisher;  Marlin  and 
Jesse.  In  their  religious  belief,  Mr.  Cooper  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  are  regarded  with  respect  and 
love  by  the  people  among  whom  they  have  lived 
for  more  than  half  a  century. 


^ 


ORSEMUS  BURNHAM.  The  representative  of 
an  early  pioneer  family  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  growing  to  manhood  amid  the 
primitive  scenes  of  the  opening  years  of  its  settle- 
ment, Mr.  Burnham  now  stands  among  its  leading 
citizens,  as  an  able  and  progressive  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  who  is  also  known  for  the  good  influ- 
ence that  he  exerts  on  the  community  by  the  force 
of  a  strong,  earnest  character,  and  by  his  exem- 
plary conduct  in  all  the  relations  that  he  sustains 
toward  others. 

Mr.  Burnham  was  born  in  Pendleton  Township, 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  November  13,  1830.  His 
father,  H.  O.  Burnham,  was  a  native  of  Otsego,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  a  son  of  Jacob  O.  Burnham,  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
young  man  when  he  removed  from  the  county  of 
his  nativity  to  Niagara  County.  He  located  on  the 
land  of  the  Holland  Purchase  Company,  and  farmed 
until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1841.  He  came  di- 
rectly to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  settled  on  a  tract 
of  land  on  section  23,  Charleston  Township,  mov- 
ing into  the  log  house  that  stood  on  the  place  and 
which  constituted  about  the  only  improvement 
that  had  been  attempted.  He  developed  a  goodly 
farm  and  made  it  his  home  until  death  rounded 
out  his  long  and  useful  life  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  He  was  always  interested  in  politics, 
and  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
after  its  organization,  having  previously  been  a 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1093 


Whig.  Caroline  Robinson  was  the  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Richard  Robinson,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  born  in  Connecticut,  which  was  her  native 
State.  She  was  there  reared  and,  when  a  young 
lady,  went  to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  Of  the  nine 
children  born  of  her  marriage,  five  daughters  and 
four  sons,  one  died  young,  the  others  attained 
maturity  and  six  are  yet  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  child  of  the  family. 
He  was  eleven  years  old  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  parents.  He  had  previously  been  to  school  in 
his  native  town,  and  he  attended  school  after  coming 
here,  being  a  pupil  in  the  first  log  schoolhouse  built 
in  the  district.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  then  went  to 
work  by  the  month  as  a  farm  laborer,  and  in  due 
time  he  had  saved  up  enough  money  to  warrant 
him  in  becoming  an  independent  land-holder,  and 
he  bought  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  on  section 
23,  Charleston  Township.  He  now  has  a  quarter- 
section  of  very  fine  farming  land,  which  he  de- 
votes to  raising  grain  and  other  products  of  the 
soil  and  to  raising  stock.  He  has  placed  his  farm 
under  the  highest  improvement,  and  everything 
is  neat  and  orderly.  The  buildings  are  welLbuilt, 
modern  structures,  and  his  residence,  which  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  is  one  of  the  handsomest 
and  most  completely  appointed  dwellings  in  the 
township. 

Mr.  Burnham  was  married,  November  8,  1865, 
to  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  native  of  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  woman  whose  true 
womanliness  and  pleasing  traits  of  character  en- 
deared her  to  all  who  came  under  her  influence, 
and  her  untimely  death,  in  1877,  caused  great  sor- 
row to  her  husband,  children  and  friends,  in  whose 
hearts  her  memory  is  tenderly  cherished.  By  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Burnham  had  four  sons:  Smith,  who 
is  in  the  senior  class  at  Albion  College;  Philip 
S.,  who  is  also  a  student  at  that  institution  of  learn- 
ing; Ernest,  who  is  teaching  at  No.  5,  Charleston 
Township;  and  Fred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one 
year. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  high  and  honorable 
principles,  is  well  endowed  with  firmness,  activity, 
and  sound  business  qualifications,  and  his  straight- 


forward, frank,  considerate  manner  inspires  confi- 
dence in  his  unswerving  probity  in  his  associates 
and  all  who  have  dealings  with  him.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Review.  He  is  a  man  of  true  religious 
nature,  who  has  ever  been  foremost  to  help  build 
up  the  church  and  elevate  the  moral  status  of  the 
community.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Climax,  in 
which  he  holds  the  offices  of  Steward,  Class-leader 
and  Trustee,  and  he  is  also  prominent  in  the  Sun- 
day-school as  teacher  and  Treasurer,  his  youngest 
son  being  Superintendent  of  the  same.  His  sons  are 
all  church  members  and  active  workers  therein. 


'jf?  EWIS  HAIGHT  was  born  in  New  Lebanon, 
I  (P  Col^™bia  County,  N.  Y.,  January  29, 1818, 
jlL^  and  died  March  4,  1885.  His  father,  Jona- 
than Haight,  was  born  in  Durham  County,  N.  Y., 
in  January,  1796,  and  survived  his  son  one  year, 
passing  away  in  June,  1886,  in  his  ninety-first 
year.  The  first  representative  of  the  Haight  fam- 
ily in  America  came  to  this  country  in  the  "May- 
flower" and  our  subject  is  of  the  ninth  generation 
in  direct  descent. 

January  19,  1847,  Mr.  Haight  was  married  to 
Miss  Patience  Kirby,  of  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
Clara;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  Kirby;  Jonathan, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven;  and  one  that  died 
in  infancy.  Miss  Clara  is  a  lady  of  refinement 
and  education,  and  is  identified  with  the  Isabella 
Club  and  Ladies'  Literary  Society.  She  is  a  wel- 
come guest  in  the  most  select  circles  of  societ}^, 
where  her  brilliant  conversation  and  pleasant 
greetings  are  appreciated  by  all. 

In  1860,  Mr.  Haight  became  interested  in  Kala- 
mazoo County  property,  by  making  extensive 
loans,  and  he  gradually  added  to  his  investments 
here,  coming  to  this  county  almost  every  year 
until  he  decided  to  remove  hither.  In  1879,  he 
located  in  Pavilion  Township,  and  from  that  time, 
was  one  of  the  county's  most  energetic  and  enter- 
prising business  men,  until  death  removed  him 
from  the  scenes  of  his  usefulness.      His   life   has 
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been  an  active  one  in  whatever  be  saw  fit  to  give 
his  attention,  and,  having  a  great  business  talent, 
his  adventures  and  undertakings  were  always  for- 
tunate. --He  was  a  Republican,  and  was  frequently 
honored  by  his  compeers  with  public  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility. 


^  OHN  W.  CARMAN.  A  witness  of  the  many 
wonderful  changes  which  arduous  pioneer 
labor  has  wrought  in  the  aspect  of  Kala- 
mazoo County,  Mr.  Carman  justly  deserves 
the  honored  name  of  pioneer,  for  he  has  contrib- 
uted the  efforts  of  his  best  years  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  county,  and  especially  of  School- 
craft Township,  where  he  resides. 

The  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Haight)  Carman, 
natives  of  New  Milford,  Litchfield  County,  Conn., 
and  Stanford,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  respectively, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Stanford,  N.  Y.,  February 
21,  1815,  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  nine  children. 
He  remained  in  his  native  place  until  he  was  about 
nineteen,  and  then  for  the  three  following  years 
traveled  in  the  western  part  of  New  York  and  in 
Michigan.  Being  afflicted  with  the  ague,  he  re- 
turned to  Dutchess  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
teaching  for  two  winters. 

October  9,  1839,  Mr.  Carman  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Turner,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed in  Broome  Countj^,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Carman 
was  born  in  Rensselaerville,  Albany  County,  N.  Y., 
July  18,  1819,  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren. Her  parents,  James  and  Sarah  (Case) 
Turner,  were  residents  of  New  York  and  died  in 
Broome  County.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carman  settled  in  Broome  County,  whence 
in  the  spring  of  1844  they  removed  to  Michigan, 
and,  one  year  later,  located  in  Schoolcraft,  where 
they  have  since  resided.  During  the  winter  sea- 
son for  thirteen  years,  he  followed  the  profession 
of  a  teacher  in  New  York  State  and  Michigan,  but 
his  life  work  has  been  agricultiu-e,  in  which  he  has 
displayed  great  energy  and  perseverance.  His 
farm  consists  of  forty  acres,  on  which  a  first-class 
set  of  buildings  have  been  erected  and  the  various 


improvements  made  which  indicate  the  thrift   of 
the  proprietor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carman  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Minerva,  the  widow  of  Peter 
Gardner;  Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  C. 
Rawson;  Edwin,  who  chose  as  his  wife  Mary  R. 
Fuller;  Charies  J.,  who  married  Miss  Libbie  Squire 
and  operates  the  home  farm;  Harriet,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Hosea  Cox,  died  in  Schoolcraft  Town- 
ship; Ida,  the  wife  of  Mark  McCoy;  Mary;  and 
Julia,  who  married  James  B.  Thornton.  Mr. 
Carman  was  reared  a  Quaker,  and  has  always  ad- 
hered to  their  principles.  He  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  Grange  and  held  oflScial  positions 
in  that  organization. 


<^-. 
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<%l  )>>)ARREN  MEREDITH.  This  respected  ag- 
\rJi  riculturist  of  section  1,  Portage  Town- 
W^  ship,  Kalamazoo  County,  is  a  son  of 
David  Meredith,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Hawkins,  who  was  born  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  she  and  her  husband  came  to  Kalama- 
zoo County  in  the  year  1843,  and  settled  in  Pa- 
vilion Township,  where  they  resided  some  six  or 
seven  years.  They  then  settled  on  section  1,  Por- 
tage Township,  and  there  remained  until  called 
from  this  earth,  the  father  in  February,  1883,  and 
the  mother  in  December,  1861. 

Five  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  who  are 
named  respectively,  Evans,  Marion,Warren,  Walter, 
and  Margaret.  Our  subject  is  a  twin  brother  of 
Walter  and  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
September  14,  1840.  He  was  three  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  county  and  it  was  here 
that  he  grew  to  years  of  maturity.  His  education 
was  received  in  the  common  and  district  schools 
of  this  county  and  on  his  father's  farm  he  was 
taught  all  the  details  of  farming.  He  now  has  a 
splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres, 
on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  has 
erected  a  fine  set  of  outbuildings,  especially  com- 
modious barns. 


?.:¥i^r'" 
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Warren  Meredith  was  married  in  Kalamazoo 
City  on  the  5th  of  March,  1873,  to  Lucy  Rosier, 
who  is  a  native  of  that  city.  B}^  this  union  five 
children  have  been  born:  Grace  M.,  Myrtle,  Mar- 
garet, Eugene  and  a  babe.  Mr.  Meredith  is  not 
by  any  means  an  office-seeker,  but  takes  an  active 
part  in  politics  and  is  always  in  favor  of  anything 
that  tends  to  develop  the  township  and  county. 
In  his  political  views  he  votes  with  the  Republi- 
cans. 


-^ 


i>-^^<^ 


HOMAS  NESBITT.  Within  no  residence 
at  Schoolcraft  do  evidences  of  culture  pre- 
vail to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  beautiful 
home  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Nesbitt,  and 
his  fine  brick  dwelling,  which  was  erected  in  1884, 
is  invariably  pointed  out  to  the  visitor  as  one  of 
the  most  elegant  abodes  in  the  village.  From  an 
humble  beginning  as  a  poor  Irish  lad  in  a  strange 
land,  Mr.  Nesbitt  has  arisen  to  a  position  of  prom- 
inence not  only  among  the  people  of  Schoolcraft, 
but  throughout  this  section  of  the  State.  His  por- 
trait and  life  sketch  perpetuate  the  lineaments  and 
history  of  one  whose  example  is  worthy  the  emula- 
tion of  the  young. 

Ten  miles  from  Belfast,  in  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, at  the  beginning  of  the  present  centurj^, 
lived  one  George  Nesbitt,  who  there  followed  his 
calling  of  a  farmer.  Among  his  children  was 
Thomas,  who  was  born  January  1,  1818,  and  spent 
the  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  on  the  old  home- 
stead. He  then  accompanied  his  father  to  Amer- 
ica, arriving  at  Schoolcraft  in  July,  1830,  after 
having  journeyed  from  Detroit  with  an  ox- team. 
In  Schoolcraft  Township,  he  grew  to  manhood, 
aiding  his  father  in  his  agricultural  pursuits  and 
gaining  a  good  knowledge  of  farming.  He  hauled 
from  Prairie  Ronde  Township  to  Kalamazoo  the 
first  load  of  lumber  for  the  first  frame  building 
erected  in  the  village,  now  one  of  the  beautiful 
cities  of  Michigan. 

April  24,  1845,  in  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
Thomas  Nesbitt  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  Wilson,  and  the  young  couple  settled  on 
the  old  homestead  and  engaged  in  farming.  The 
farm  comprised  six  hundred  acre^ and  was  his  home 


until  the  fall  of  1880,  when  he  removed  to  School- 
craft and  has  here  since  resided.  However,  for 
ten  years  before  removing  to  the  village,  he  was 
not  actively  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  but 
rented  the  estate  to  suitable  tenants. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Nesbitt  died  in  Prairie  Ronde 
Township,  September  17,  1879,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: Thomas  H.,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  and  Charles  E.,  who  likewise 
follows  agricultural  pursuits.  Two  sons  and  one 
daughter  died  in  infancy.  The  marriage  of  Mr. 
Nesbitt  to  Miss  Addie,  daughter  of  George  and 
Sophia  L.  (La  Rue)  Griffin,  of  Canada,  occurred 
in  St.  eloseph,  this  State,  September  17,  1881,  and 
this  refined  and  accomplished  lady  is  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  in  the  village. 

In  January,  1881,  Mr.  Nesbitt  formed  a  part- 
nership with  P.  D.  Miller,  and  engaged  in  the 
banking  business  at  Schoolcraft,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Nesbitt  &  Miller,  a  connection  which  con- 
tinued until  January  1,  1890,  when  the  bank  was 
sold.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Nesbitt  has  been  retired 
from  active  business  cares,  although  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  extensive  moneyed  and  landed  in- 
terests he  finds  sufficient  occupation.  He  is  a 
believer  in  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  the 
Spiritualists.  The  public  welfare  is  a  matter  of 
deepest  interest  to  him  and  he  identifies  him- 
self with  the  Repubhcan  party,  believing  its  prin- 
ciples conducive  to  national  progress.  He  has 
served  as  President  of  the  Village  Board  and  in 
other  positions  of  honor,  where  his  keen  insight, 
perceptive  qualities  and  firmness  of  character,  have 
been  instrumental  on  the  side  of  right  and  justice. 


EACON  WILLARD  MILLS,  of  Galesburg, 
was  born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
March  25,  1808.  His  father,  Asa  Mills, 
who  was  probably  born  in  Connecticut, 
was  there  reared  and  married,  his  wife  being 
Arthusa  Phelps.  In  1812,  they  removed  to  Che- 
nango County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  went  to 
Genesee  County,  the  same  State,  where  they  made 
settlement  in  the  woods  of  the  Holland  Purchase. 
The  father,  with  the  assistance  of  the  sons,  cleared 
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and  improved  the   farm,   which   was   their   home 
until  the  mother  died,  leaving  twelve  children. 

The  family  circle  being  thus  broken,  the  chil- 
dren soon  became  separated  and  our  subject,  to- 
gether with  his  father  and  another  brother,  went 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  the  two  sons  were  bound 
out  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade  until  twenty-one 
years  old.  At  the  expiration  of  his  apprentice- 
ship, in  1829,  our  subject  worked  one  month  for 
$18,  then  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Ann 
Arbor,  where  eight  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  as 
well  as  his  father,  resided.  They  were  closely  con- 
nected in  thought  and  opinions,  all  voting  the 
same  ticket,  belonging  to  the  same  church,  and 
singing  in  the  same  choir,  of  which  the  eldest 
brother  was  leader. 

The  most  prominent  trait  in  the  Mills  family 
was  love  of  music,  and  one  brother  was  a  drummer 
boy  in  the  War  of  1812.  They  formed  a  band  in 
Ann  Arbor  for  the  purpose  of  escorting  the  first 
Governor  of  Michigan  to  the  capital  city.  While 
in  Buffalo,  our  subject  was  a  member  of  a  band 
which  escorted  the  three  Thayer  brothers  to  the 
gallows,  where  they  were  hanged  for  the  murder 
of  a  peddler.  The  same  band  went  to  meet  Gen. 
La  Fayette,  and  not  only  saw  the  hero  of  the  Revo- 
lution but  also  shook  hands  with  him.  It  is  prob- 
able that  Mr.  Mills  is  the  only  man  now  living  to 
whom  that  honor  was  granted. 

Together  with  his  brother,  our  subject  started 
the  first  tailor  shop  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  at  the 
time  there  was  only  one  store.  One  year  after 
settling  in  Michigan,  Mr.  Mills  returned  to  New 
York,  where  he  was  married,  in  Buffalo,  in  1830, 
to  Miss  Maria  Root.  The  young  couple  came  at 
once  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ann  Arbor,  where 
they  remained  until  1831.  Then  coming  to  Kala- 
mazoo County,  they  located  on  Gull  Prairie  at  the 
time  the  land  came  into  the  market.  Mr.  Mills 
built  the  first  frame  store  in  the  county,  using  the 
second  story  for  his  home,  and  was  the  first  mer- 
chant in  this  portion  of  the  State  who  went  to 
New  York  to  buy  goods. 

In  February,  1833,  Mr.  Mills  bought  a  lot  in 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  and,  haul- 
ing lumber  to  that  place,  built  a  house  in  seven 
days.    He  then  took  his  family  to  the  uew  home; 


they  were  the  only  people  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  and  their  house  was  the  only  building 
except  the  French  trading-post.  He  was  engaged 
in  business  as  a  tailor  and  rented  one-half  his 
house,  which  was  18x24  feet  in  dimensions,  to  a  fam- 
ily from  Vermont.  After  a  short  sojourn  in  Gran<i 
Rapids,  he  removed  to  Grandville,where  he  worked 
at  his  trade,  and  later  moved  to  Ann  Arbor,  buy- 
ing a  horse  and  working  as  a  teamster.  Next  lie 
settled  in  Waterloo,  where  he  was  the  first  Post- 
master, tailor  and  merchant,  organized  the  first 
church  and  built  the  first  house. 

Mr.  Mills  returned  to  Gull  Prairie  in  1841  and 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Galesburg,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Of  his  first  marriage  twelve  chil- 
dren were  born:  Edward,  Delia,  Lucy,  Henri- 
etta, Sarah,  Charlotte,  Emily,  Harriet,  Willard  and 
Elihu;  Edward  (second)  and  Julia  died  in  infancy. 
A  few  years  after  they  had  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding,  Mr.  Mills  was  bereaved  by  the  death  of 
his  wife,  in  1882.  He  was  afterward  married  to 
Mrs.  Susan  (Tompkins)  Fisher,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  in  1818.  A  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  he  has  always  been  active  in  relig- 
ious matters,  serving  as  Deacon  for  more  than 
fifty  years  and  also  filling  the  position  of  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent. 


AMUEL  C.  ROSENBERRY,  a  popular  and 
well-known  citizen  of  Wakes hma  Town- 
ship, in  whose  upbuilding  he  has  taken  an 
active  part,  is  associated  with  the  indus- 
trial interests  of  Kalamazoo  County  as  a  practical 
farmer  and  a  skillful  carpenter.  He  is  one  of  the 
noble  band  of  veterans  who  survived  the  terrible 
hardships  of  the  late  war,  he  having  been  a  boy 
when  he  entered  the  army,  but  doing  a  man's  duty 
during  those  trying  years  in  which  he  served  his 
country  with  unfaltering  loyalty. 

Mr.  Rosenberry  was  born  in  Medina  County,  in 
the  neighboring  State  of  Ohio,  February  27,  1846. 
His  father,  who  was  also  named  Samuel,  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  in  1809,  and  was  of 
German  desoent.    He  was  bred  to  the  life  of  ^ 
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farmer,  and,  in  1838,  he  crossed  the  mountains  and 
made  his  way  into  the  wilderness  of  Ohio  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  up  a  farm.  He  located  in  the 
woods  of  Medina  County,  and  hewed  out  a  farm 
of  fifty  acres.  He  lived  there  until  his  death  in 
1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty- two  years.  He  was  a  de- 
vout Christian  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Mennonite  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  He  was  a  Republican  to  the  backbone 
and  a  strong  Abolitionist.  He  married  Sarah  Bart- 
lett,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  born  March  18,  1818,  a  daughter  of  a  Penn- 
sylvania farmer  and  of  German  descent.  She  died 
in  1861,  leaving  behind  her  a  worthy  life  record. 
She  was  a  working  member  in  the  Mennonite 
Church.  The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living:  Jacob,  Mary 
(Mrs.  Mapes),  Eliza  (Mrs.  Walton),  Sarah  (Mrs. 
Kindig),  Alvin  J.,  Abram  B.,  Harvey  and  Samuel  C. 
Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  father's 
farm  in  his  native  county  and  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school.  With  patriotic  ar- 
dor, he  watched  the  course  of  the  rebellion  after 
it  broke  out,  and  wished  that  he  might  take  up 
arms  in  defense  of  the  old  flag.  The  following 
summer  his  wish  was  gratified,  and  he  w^as  per- 
mitted to  enlist,  August  21,  1862,  in  Company  I, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Infantry.  He  was 
at  that  time  only  sixteen  years  old,  but,  as  he  was 
very  large  of  his  age,  weighing  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  pounds,  he  was  not  questioned  as  to 
his  age.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Ft.  Mitchell,  Ky., 
his  regiment  joining  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  under 
Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  then  under  Gen.  Burnside  and 
afterward  under  Gen.  Schofield.  His  first  exper- 
ience of  war  was  in  a  skirmish  at  Ft.  Mitchell  as 
soon  as  he  was  mustered  into  the  army.  In  August, 
1863,  his  regiment  went  from  Kentucky  to  East- 
ern Tennessee,  and  was  with  Gen.  Burnside  at 
Knoxville  and  did  conspicuous  service  in  the  fol- 
lowing engagements  in  that  part  of  the  country: 
the  battles  of  Knoxville,  Blue  Springs,  Dandridge, 
Blaine's  Cross  Roads  and  Jonesboro.  From  there  our 
subject  and  his  fellow-soldiers  were  dispatched  to 
Georgia  on  the  Atlanta  campaign  with  Gen.  Sher- 
man, and  he  took  part  in  most  of  the  engagements 
that  followed,   notably  at  Resaca,      Returning   to 


Tennessee  with  his  command,  he  fought  in  the 
battles  of  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Spring  Hill, 
and  in  minor  engagements.  He  and  his  com- 
rades then  went  to  Washington,  D.  C,  from 
there  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  then  joined 
Sherman  at  Goldsboro.  They  were  mustered  out 
of  the  service  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  June  12,  1865. 
Our  subject  was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner, 
but  he  succumbed  to  typhoid  fever  brought  on  by 
drinking  stagnant  water,  and  was  in  the  hospital  at 
Lexington,  Ky.,  from  November,  1862,  until  March, 
1863.  Nine  hundred  out  of  one  thousand  men 
were  sick  from  the  same  cause,  and  ten  weeks  after 
the  regiment  arrived  in  Kentuck}^  there  were  only 
a  hundred  men  able  to  do  duty.  Our  subject 
never  fully  recovered  from  the  sufferings  and 
privations  of  his  soldier's  life,  and  now  gets  a  pen- 
sion of  $12  a  month  from  the  Government  on 
account  of  his  disabilities. 

Returning  to  his  native  county  in  Ohio,  when 
he  left  the  army,  Mr.  Rosenberry  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  and  has  worked  at  it  almost  contin- 
uously since,  when  able  to  do  so.  He  has  also  in- 
terested himself  in  agricultural  pursuits,  coming 
to  Michigan  and  buying  eighty  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent place  October  14,  1868,  only  fifteen  or  twenty 
acres  of  the  timber  then  being  cut  on  the  place. 
He  has  added  more  land  to  his  original  purchase, 
and  now  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  of 
which  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  are  well  im- 
proved. He  superintends  the  management  of  his 
farm,  but  leaves  the  working  of  it  to  his  son  and 
hired  man,  as  he  is  unable  to  follow  the  plow,  or 
do  other  hard  labor  in  the  field.  He  carries  on 
mixed  farming  and  does  quite  a  dairy  business, 
milking  about  eighteen  cows;  besides  making  five 
tons  of  cheese  this  year  (1891),  he  has  made  con- 
siderable butter.  Mr.  Rosenberry  has  built  many 
of  the  buildings  in  this  township,  and  does  a  good 
business  as  a  builder.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  which  they 
have  been  identified  since  they  came  to  Wakeshma 
Township.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  been  prominent  in  the  management  of  local 
public  matters  for  years.  He  was  Township  Clerk 
one  year,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years, 
School  Inspector  six  years^  and  has  been  Director 
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and  Assessor  in  his  Scliool  district  for  more  than 
half  the  time  since  he  took  up  his  residence  here. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post,  No.  215, 
at  Fulton,  and  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees in  the  same  village.  Mr.  Rosenberr}^  has  be- 
come well  off  financially,  although  he  had  noth- 
ing to  begin  with.  When  he  selected  Wakeshma 
Township  as  the  site  of  his  future  home,  it  was 
nearly  all  woods,  and  it  has  been  his  pleasure  to 
witness  its  development  and  to  help  forward  its 
growth. 

Our  subject  was  married  September  30,  1866,  to 
Miss  Mary  Hitchcock,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county  as  himself,  November  24,  1845.  They 
are  blessed  with  eight  children,  namely:  Marvin, 
Alice,  Bertha,  Erva,  Ada,  Lloyd,  Waller  and 
David. 


€^ 


-^ 


eHARLES  J.  CORY,  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Kal- 
amazoo County,  is  an  influential  and  popu- 
lar citizen  of  Galesburg.  He  was  born  in 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  September  6,  1833.  His 
father,  Joseph,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  engaged  in  business  as  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer. 
Coming  to  Michigan  in  1836,  he  located  in  Gales- 
burg, where  he  now  resides,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth 
of  character,  and,  notwithstanding  his  advanced 
years,  is  hale  and  hearty,  enjoying  the  full  posses- 
sion of  his  mental  faculties. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Cory, 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  a  son  of  one  of 
three  brothers,  who  emigrated  from  England  and 
settled  in  Rhode  Island.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
sea  captain,  and  made  frequent  voyages  to  Africa, 
but  when  his  children  began  to  grow  up  around 
him,  he  ceased  his  marine  occupation,  and,  going 
to  New  York,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  maiden- 
hood as  Gracie  Whitney,  and  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  but  was  married  in  Saratoga  County,  N. 
Y.  She  died  in  Michigan  when  about  fifty -four 
years  old. 

The  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  con- 
sisted of  nine  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  four 


daughters  grew  to  maturity.  Two  sons  and  two 
daughters  now  survive,  namely:  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Smithy  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Liicinda,  wife  of  Dr. 
W.  A.  Burdick,  of  Galesburg;  Truman,  a  resident 
of  Linn,  Mo.;  and  Charles  J.,  of  this  sketch.  The 
last-named  was  three  years  old  when  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and 
his  schooling  was  obtained  in  Comstock  Town- 
ship. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  our  subject  began 
working  for  a  railroad  company,  and  later  worked 
at  carpentry  in  Galesburg  for  six  months.  After- 
ward he  was  employed  in  the  car  shops  at  Prince- 
ton, 111.,  where  he  learned  the  business  of  car 
building,  and  remained  eighteen  months.  Return- 
ing to  Galesburg,  he  built  a  house,  and  had  it  paid 
for  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  One  year 
later,  he  went  to  Houston,  Tex.,  where  he  engaged 
with  the  Texas  &  New  Orleans  Railroad  Company 
in  car  building,  and  worked  for  ten  months  in 
that  capacity.  He  was  then  put  in  charge  of  the 
bridge-building  and  car-building  department,  and 
continued  in  that  way  until  the  late  war  broke 
out. 

Returning  to  his  old  home,  in  June,  1861,  Mr. 
Cory  thence  went  to  Montana,  where,  at  that  time, 
only  two  or  three  hundred  people  lived.  He 
proceeded  up  the  Missouri  River  as  far  as  Ft. 
Benton,  and  thence  journeyed  overland  to  the  vi- 
cinity of  Helena.  For  two  years  he  engaged  in 
mining  with  some  success,  and,  once  more  return- 
ing to  Galesburg,  went  from  there  to  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninety-fourth  New 
York  Infantry,  but  was  discharged  on  account  of 
the  close  of  the  war. 

In  the  spring  of  1866,  Mr.  Cory  returned  to 
Helena,  Mont.,  where  he  engaged  in  putting  up 
quartz  mills.  In  1868,  he  went  to  Ft.  Shaw,  and 
built  the  first  bridge  on  the  Sun  River,  going  from 
Ft.  Benton  to  White  Pine,  Nev.,  on  horseback,  a 
distance  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  miles.  At 
White  Pine  he  took  the  stage  to  Elko,  Nev.,  and 
from  there  came  by  cars  to  Chicago.  He  remained 
about  one  year  in  Michigan,  then,  in  1870,  once 
more  proceeded  to  Helena,  Mont.,  where  he  re- 
mained fourteen  months.  Afterward  he  engaged 
in  business  in  Detroit  for  two  years,  and   in    1874, 
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proceeded  to  the  Black  Hills,  where  Deadwood 
now  stands,  then  containing  one  solitary  log 
house,  and  remained  three  months.  His  next 
place  of  operations  was  Virginia  City,  Nev.,  thence, 
one  year  later,  to  Mono  County,  Cal.,  and  from 
there  returned  to  Virginia  City,  where  he  had  left 
his  little  girl,  only  one  year  old,  whose  mother 
had  died  in  that  city. 

In  1879,  Mr.  Cory  made  another  trip  West,  go- 
ing to  Denver,  thence  to  Leadville,  where  he 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  seven  months,  and 
engaged  in  business  about  three  years.  Since  his 
return  to  Galesburg,  he  has  been  looking  after  his 
extensive  moneyed  and  real-estate  interests,  which 
occupy  his  attention  closely.  He  was  married  in 
Denver,  in  1870,  to  Lucia  Robertson,  who  died  in 
Virginia  City,  in  1871,  leaving  a  daughter,  Lulo, 
who  resides  with  her  father.  Politically,  Mr.  Cory 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served  in  various  official 
positions,  among  them  Trustee  of  the  Village  and 
Deputy  Sheriff. 


'[^-^  ON.  WILLIAM  E.  HILL,  manufacturer  of 
saw  and  shingle  mill  machinery  at  Kalama- 
zoo, was  born  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  January  31, 
1835.  His  ancestors  emigrated  at  an  early 
day  from  England  to  Massachusetts,  where  Harvey 
Hill,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  and 
reared.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  re- 
moved afterward  to  the  Empire  State,  where  his 
son,  Or  in  D.,  was  born  in  Owego. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Harriet  M., 
daughter  of  John  Arnts,  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
She  was  born  in  New  York  in  1811,  and  after  her 
marriage  settled  in  Tioga  County,  where  Mr.  Hill, 
Sr.,  followed  his  trade  of  a  contractor.  They 
reared  a  family  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  two 
of  whom  survive.  The  only  surviving  son,  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  January  31, 
1835,  and  passed  his  youthful  days  uneventfully 
in  his  father's  home,  pursuing  the  usual  course  of 
study  in  the  village  schools  and  aiding  his  father 
in  the  intervals  of  study. 

In    1862,  Mr.  Hill  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Anthony  Saltsman,  of  Farrandsville, 
50  K 


Pa.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Anthony  S.,  who  assists  his  father,  and  Eva,  the 
wife  of  D.  A.  Sheppardson,  of  Kalamazoo.  Prior 
to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Hill  engaged  in  building  mills 
(having  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  a  saw- 
mill when  but  fourteen),  railroading  and  the  lum- 
ber business.  It  was  while  he  was  located  in 
Wlietham,  Pa.,  engaged  in  milling,  that  he  built 
the  first  "nigger,"  and  he  is  now  famous  as  the 
inventor  of  that  invaluable  apparatus  for  turning 
logs.  The  occasion  which  called  it  into  existence 
was  the  difiiculty  in  handling  logs  from  which 
gun  boat  decking  for  the  Government  was  being 
sawed. 

This  "nigger"  was  used  continuously  until  St. 
Patrick's  Day,  1865,  when  Mr.  Hill  lost  everything 
he  had  by  a  flood,  $65,000  worth  of  lumber,  dams, 
etc.,  going  down  stream.  In  1868,  he  closed  up  his 
Pennsylvania  lumber  business  and  about  the  same 
time  built  an  inclined  plane  for  taking  coal  cars  up 
and  down  the  mountain  near  Renovo.  For  three 
3^ears  thereafter  he  was  employed  with  Stearns, 
Clark  &,  Co.,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  sawmill  machinery  manu- 
facturers, having  charge  of  the  sales  department. 
In  1871,  the  firm  was  changed  to  Stearns,  Hill  & 
Co.,  our  subject  becoming  a  partner.  Three  years 
afterward,  the  present  title  of  the  Stearns  Manu- 
facturing Co.  was  adopted,  the  members  of  the 
old  firm  taking  all  the  stock. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Hill  sold  his  stock  in  the  Erie  estab- 
lishment, and,  coming  to  Michigan,  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  sawmill  machinery  at  Big 
Rapids.  During  that  year  and  in  that  city  the 
first  steam  "nigger"  was  invented,  which  was  put 
on  the  market  as  "HilPs  steam  log  turner."  How- 
ever, it  is  usually  known  as  a  "nigger,"  perhaps 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  South  it  is  the  work  of 
the  negroes  to  turn  the  logs.  At  the  present  day, 
the  necessity  of  the  "nigger"  is  everywhere  ad- 
mitted and  constant  improvements  are  being 
made  at  every  possible  point  in  its  mechanism. 

William  E.  Hill  &  Co.  manufacture  a  great  va- 
riety of  steam  contrivances,  sending  out  thirty 
specialties  and  constantly  increasing  the  capacity 
of  the  works.  A  large  building  has  recently  been 
erected  and  soon  an  extensive  foundry  will  be 
added,  so  that  the  enterprise,  in  which  the  citizens 
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of  Kalamazoo  take  great  pride,  shows  every  indi- 
cation of  prosperity. 

While  his  time  is  closely  occupied  by  his  per- 
sonal affairs,  Mr.  Hill  is  a  man  of  intense  public 
spirit  and  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  city 
which  has  been  his  home  for  many  years.  The 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow-citizens  is 
indicated  by  his  election,  in  1890,  to  the  highest 
position  within  their  gift — the  Mayoralty.  In 
January,  1892,  Mr.  Hill  was  elected  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  death  of  Mayor  Bush.  In  the 
spring  of  1892,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  office 
of  Mayor  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  While 
an  incumbent  of  that  office  he  has  been  distin- 
guished by  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  municipal  re- 
forms and  his  support  of  the  institutions  of  the 
city,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  citizens.  His 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party. 
His  residence  at  No.  916  Kalamazoo  Avenue  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  city  and  is  a  brick 
structure  of  modern  style  of  architecture. 

The  publishers  are  pleased  to  present  his  por- 
trait, for  as  a  citizen,  he  is  true  and  worthy,  and 
receives  the  respect  of  all. 


-^3. 
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AUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.  The  standing 
of  a  right-minded  and  skillful  physician 
in  an  intelligent  community  is  one  of 
great  honor  and  repute,  but  it  is  one  which 
must  be  attained  through  years  of  hard  labor  and 
conscientious  pursuit  of  the  work  which  comes  to 
hand.  No  one  more  than  a  physician  knows 
how  true  it  is  that  a  man  who  would  obtain  a  good 
standing  in  his  profession  must  work  hard  and  de- 
vote himself  unflinchingly  to  duty  through  all  the 
years  of  his  career.  Negligence  in  such  a  one  is 
criminal,  and  is  justly  considered  unprofessional, 
while  the  devotion  of  his  best  knowledge  and  high- 
est powers  in  every  case  which  comes  to  his  hands 
is  only  his  duty.  Such  a  devotion  has  brought 
Dr.  Butler  to  the  foremost  rank  among  the  physi- 
cians of  Kalamazoo  County.  He  is  at  present  re- 
siding in  Alamo  Center  and  has  a  very  lucrative 
practice. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa., 


December  11,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  the  Hon. 
Hiram  Butler,  who  was  a  general  merchant  at 
Springboro,  Crawford  County,  Pa.  He  died  in 
1863,  in  his  fifty-fourth  year.  During  the  war,  the 
elder  Mr.  Butler  was  commissioned  Colonel,  but 
wes  prevented  from  entering  the  service  by  his 
mother.  He  was  elected  to  the  Pennsylvania  Leg- 
islature in  1858  on  the  Republican  ticket  and  re- 
elected in  1860.  He  was  a  very  prominent  anti- 
slavery  man,  and  made  many  speeches  against  its 
practice.  He  was  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest 
sense  of  that  term,  as  he  was  only  given  the  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools  for  an  education. 

Grandfather  Walter  Butler  haled,  it  is  thought, 
from  New  York.  He  married  Eunice  Greeley,  a  sister 
of  Horace  Greeley's  father.  The  Butler  family 
came  originally  from  Ireland.  Our  subject's 
mother  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State  and  is 
still  living.  By  her  marriage  with  Hiram  Butler, 
three  children  were  born,  of  whom  Dr.  Paul  T.  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  by  a  previous  marriage,  had  six  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living. 

Dr.  Paul  T.  Butler  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  his  education  being  further  supplemented 
by  a  course  in  the  High  School  at  Hastings,  whither 
his  mother  had  removed  in  1867.  He  later  entered 
the  scientific  department  of  the  State  Normal  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  in  1876,  and  was  taken  sick  just 
six  weeks  before  graduating.  Deciding  to  follow 
the  calling  of  a  physician,  Mr.  Butler  entered  the 
Eclectic  Institute  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  which 
he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 
1881.  He  immediately  removed  to  Manchester, 
Delaware  County,  Iowa,  in  January  of  that  year, 
but  remained  there  only  a  twelvemonth,  however, 
when  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  located  at 
Alamo,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  When 
in  Iowa,  Dr.  Butler  taught  natural  science  in  the 
academy  at  Manchester. 

Miss  Rose  Hyatt,  of  Illinois,  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  1887.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  May,  who  is  deceased,  Ben  and  Boby.  Dr. 
Butler  is  an  active  worker  in  theProliibition  party 
and  exerts  a  strong  influence  in  favor  of  that  party 
in  his  community.  He  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Pro- 
hibition Congressional  Committee  and  also  Secre- 
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tary  of  the  County  Committee.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Prohibition  National  Convention  at  Indi- 
anapolis m  1888,  and  has  served  his  party  as  dele- 
gate to  various  State  Conventions.  Soeiallj^,  our 
subject  is  a  Mason  and  belongs  to  the  Kalamazoo 
Academy  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Butler  has  a  pleasant 
home,  which  is  adorned  with  a  valuable  and  com- 
plete medical  library.  He  is  very  fond  of  collect- 
ing Indian  relics  and  has  some  very  fine  specimens. 


/^ 


E^^^  ^ 


eOMMODORE  PERRY  SAYLES,  M.  D., 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Kalamazoo 
Medicine  Company,  has  the  honor  of  being 
a  native  citizen  of  Michigan.  He  was  born  in 
Keene,  Ionia  County,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1858. 
His  grandfather,  Ahab  Sayles,  was  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  had  a  family  of  four 
sons  and  eight  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  while  most  of  the  number  are 
yet  living.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Cyrenius  Cliapin 
and  Eliza  (Gardner)  Sayles,  the  former  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  of  St.  Thomas, 
Canada.  They  became  residents  of  Ionia  County 
in  1840  and  are  still  living  on  the  old  homestead. 
The  family  numbers  fifteen  children,  ten  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living  and  four 
of  the  sons  are  medical  practitioners." 

Dr.  Sayles  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  entered 
the  Union  College  at  Lowell,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  three  years  later.  He  was  then  a  student 
for  a  year  in  the  Ionia  Union  School  and  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  J.  W.  Webb,  of  Lowell,  now  of 
Chicago.  He  further  fitted  himself  for  practice  in 
his  chosen  profession  by  a  two-years'  course  of 
study  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  and  was  afterward  graduated  from  the 
Michigan  College  of  Medicine  at  Detroit  in  the 
Class  of  '84.  He  also  took  a  special  course  in 
chemistry  and  then  located  at  Burnips'  Corners, 
Allegan  County,  the  same  j^ear. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1888,  we  find  the  Doctor 
in  Kalamazoo,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  has 


since  engaged  in  general  practice.  The  following 
spring  he  also  opened  a  drug  store,  in  which  he 
carries  a  complete  assortment  of  drugs  and  medi- 
cines and  is  doing  an  excellent  trade  in  that  line. 
His  specialty  in  medicine  is  the  asthma  cure  and  in 
the  last  three  years  he  has  been  the  means  of  re- 
storing to  health  nearly  two  hundred  afflicted  with 
that  disease.  He  is  a  close  student  of  his  profes- 
sion, keeps  well  abreast  with  all  its  discoveries  and 
is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  leading  practi- 
tioners of  this  community. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1882,  in  Keene,  Ionia 
County,  Dr.  Sayles  was  joined  in  wedlock  to 
Miss  Juliette,  daughter  of  Alpheus  Bowen,  and  a 
native  of  that  city.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement  and  has  engaged  both  in  teaching 
school  and  music.  Her  friends  throughout  the 
community  are  many,  having  been  won  through 
her  many  estimable  traits  of  character.  The  Doctor 
is  a  Republican  but  is  not  an  active  politician. 
Unobtrusive  in  his  manner,  he  is  a  man  who  wins 
and  holds  friends.  On  first  meeting  him,  it  is 
thought  that  he  is  of  a  retiring  disposition,  but  no 
sooner  is  his  acquaintance  made  than  he  involun- 
tarily wins  the  respect  of  him  whom  he  has  met. 
He  is  a  leading  member  of  some  of  the  fraternal 
associations;  is  a  Mason,  having  attained  the  de^ 
gree  of  Knight  Templar,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  success 
in  life  has  been  such  as  to  number  him  among  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  the  comm^ unity. 


TEPHEN  DOUGLAS    O'BRIEN,    M.    D., 

who  is  one  of  the  rising  young  men  in  the 
medical  profession,  has  liis  office  at  No. 
102  West  Main  Street.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  city,  his  natal  day  being  November  12,  1860, 
and  is  the  son  of  Michael  O'Brien.  His  father  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade  and  came  to  Kalamazoo  in 
1843  and  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man, 
being  a  native  of  County  Kildare,  Ireland.  He 
had  made  his  home  in  the  Wolverine  State  some 
time,  however,  before  coming  to  this  city. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's   mother  was 
Jane  Talbot;    she  was  born  in  County   Kilkenny, 
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Ireland,  and  married  Michael  O'Brien  at  Pokagon, 
Cass  County,  this  State,  February  1,  1846.  She 
had  emigrated  to  Michigan  when  ten  or  eleven 
years  of  age  and  died  in  Kalamazoo  in  July  28, 
1886.  The  parental  family  included  five  boys  and 
two  girls.  Those  living  are:  William,  foreman 
in  the  Wisconsin  Railway  shops  at  Waukesha, 
Wis.;  George,  who  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth;  Mary,  who  is  carrying  on  a  millinery  and 
dressmaking  establishment  in  Kalamazoo;  Kate, 
who  remains  at  home  with  her  father;  Stephen, 
our  subject;  Edward,  who  is  Assistant  Commercial 
Agent  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  at  San  An- 
tonia,Tex.,and  Charles  who  resides  in  Kalamazoo. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  graduated  from 
the  High  School  in  1878,  and  then  entered  a  drug 
store. 

From  his  boyhood  our  subject  was  always  de- 
sirous of  becoming  a  physician  and  kept  that  ob- 
ject in  view  during  his  school  days.  After  leav- 
ing school,  he  believed  the  best  foundation  for  a 
medical  training  would  be  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  pharmacy,  and,  securing  a  position  in  a  drug 
store,  applied  himself  as  diligently  as  possible 
to  all  sources  from  which  he  could  acquire  infor- 
mation. Being  as  economical  as  possible,  at  the  end 
of  six  or  seven  years  he  found  himself  in  possession 
of  sufficient  means  to  enter  the  Detroit  College  of 
Medicine  from  which  he  graduated  in  1886.  He 
located  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Burlington,  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
where  he  remained  about  one  year,  and  then  chose 
Kalamazoo  as  his  permanent  abiding  place. 

Dr.  O'Brien  is  very  active  and  prominent  in  so- 
cieties of  his  fraternity  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine.  In  the  short  time 
in  which  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city,  he 
has  built  up  a  lucrative  and  extensive  practice  and 
ranks  among  the  skillful  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
this  section.  He  makes  his  home  with  his  father, 
their  pleasant  residence  being  located  at  No.  331 
Spring  Street.  Dr.  O'Brien  is  Secretary  of  the 
Medical  Staff  of  the  Borgess  Hospital,  which  con- 
sists of  seven  members,  having  held  that  position 
since  its  organization.  His  brethren  on  the  staff 
are  Drs.  Osborn  (Dean),  Hochstein,  Simpson,  Ran- 
ney,  Schaberg  and  La  Crone.      Dr.   Mottram,   of 


whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume,  was  the  first  President,  or  Dean,  of  the 
Hospital. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  young  man  of 
pleasant  address  and  impresses  one  favorably  from 
the  first.  He  is  very  popular  with  the  citizens  of 
Kalamazoo,  who  look  upon  him  as  one  of  the  rising 
physicians  of  Western  Michigan. 


TEPHEN  HOWARD.  This  venerable  cit- 
izen of  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  is  known  and  honored  as  one  of 
its  first  settlers  and  most  upright  men. 
Coming  hither  in  the  days  when  the  whole  coun- 
try was  unimproved,  and  inhabited  mainly  by  In- 
dians and  wild  animals,  he  commenced  the  pioneer 
task  of  evolving  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  prim- 
eval. So  successful  was  he  in  his  undertaking 
that  his  farm  on  section  6  became  one  of  the  most 
highly  cultivated  in  the  township.  It  remained 
his  home  until  1859,  when  he  built  the  substantial 
and  attractive  residence  on  section  7,  where  he 
has  since  resided. 

The  son  of  John  E.  and  Lydia  (King)  Howard, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Hanover,  Chautauqua 
Count}^  N.  Y.,  January  1,  1808.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  his  native  place,  whence  the  father  re- 
moved to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1830,  and  settled 
in  the  northwest  part  of  Portage  Township.  The 
other  members  of  the  family  came  hither  m  the 
following  August,  and  aided  in  the  pioneer  work 
commenced  by  the  father.  The  family  consisted 
of  eight  children,  our  subject  being  the  sixth.  As 
above  stated,  he  came  to  Michigan  in  August,  1831, 
and  has  since  made  his  home  in  Kalamazoo 
County. 

In  Portage  Township,  on  New  Year's  Day,  1837, 
the  ceremony  was  performed  which  united  in  mar- 
riage Stephen  Howard  and  Catherine  E.  Payne. 
Mrs.  Howard  was  born  in  New  York,  and  removed 
from  Livingston  County,  that  State,  to  Kalama 
zoo  County,  about  1836.  They  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  namely:  one  that  died  in  infancy; 
Harriet  F.,the  widow  of  Henry  E.  Brooks;  Amanda 
M.;  Cecilia,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Buckhout;  Jay, 


^-t^^^.-^^^ 


^c^ 


^r7^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1109 


who  died  in  childhood,  and  George  8.,  whose 
sketch  is  presented  on  another  page.  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine E.  Howard  died  in  Portage  Township,  on 
Christmas  Day,  1890,  mourned  not  alone  by  an  af- 
fectionate Imsband  and  loving  children,  but  by  all 
who  loved  her  for  her  worth  of  character,  and 
recognized  the  womanly  and  refined  nature  which 
endeared  her  to  her  associates.  Mr.  Howard  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of  the 
party,  and  has  occupied  several  of  the  township 
offices.     In  his  religious  views  he  is  liberal, 

'jf?  UCIUS  V.  LYON,  whose  residence  is  on  hiB 
farm  on  section  24,Brady  Township,  is  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  Notary  Public  and  Pen- 
sion Agent,  with  his  office  on  Prairie  Street,  Yicks- 
burg.  He  is  a  representative  of  a  distinguished 
pioneer  fami.y  of  this  part  of  Michigan,  and  is 
a  native  of  Kalamazoo  County,  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Schoolcraft,  on  the  6th  of  March^  1837, 
and  is  consequently  one  of  the  oldest  residents  now 
living  within  its  borders.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
late  war,  and  won  military  honors  that  reflected 
additional  fame  on  the  Michigan  troops  that  bore 
so  conspicuous  a  part  in  quelling  the  rebellion, 
and  saving  the  nation. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ira  Lyon,  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  1801.  There  is  a  tradition  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  Lyon  family  in  America,  to  the  effect 
that  two  brothers,  Gashem  and  Elisha,  were  the 
first  to  come  to  this  country,  and  that  they  came 
from  England  in  Colonial  times,  and  settled  in  the 
New  England  States.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  married  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  some  time  af- 
ter came  to  Michigan,  making  the  journey  through 
the  wilderness  from  Detroit  to  this  county  in  1828, 
with  a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen.  His  brother  Lucius 
had  come  here  previously  to  conduct  the  Govern- 
ment survey  of  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan. 
He  had  early  become  prominent  among  his  fellow- 
pioneers,  who  sought  his  counsel  on  all  occasions, 
and  at  a  later  date  he  represented  the  State  in  Con- 
gress as  its  first  Senator  after  its  organization  and 
admission  into  the  Union. 

Ira  Lyon  took   up  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 


of  Government  land  on  the  prairie  near  School- 
craft, and  made  a  number  of  improvements  on  it 
ere  his  untimely  death  in  1841,  when  in  the  very 
prime  of  life,  whereby  the  county  lost  one  of  its 
most  energetic  and  capable  pioneers,  as  he  was  a 
man  of  much  natural  ability,  possessing  consider- 
able executive  talent,  and  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  development  of  the  country.  He  was  a  man 
of  true  Christian  piety,  and  was  very  zealous  in 
promoting  the  Baptist  faith,  actively  aiding  in  or- 
ganizing the  first  Baptist  Church  established  in 
this  region.  His  wife  was  also  an  earnest  worker 
in  that  church,  of  which  she  was  likewise  a  charter 
member.  Her  maiden  name  was  Anna  Lewis,  and 
she  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1802.  She  died  in 
1873.  She  bore  her  husband  nine  children:  Electa 
A.,  Charlotte  A.,  Worthington  S.,  Anderson  I., 
Sarah  A.,  Lucinda  W.,  Louisa,  Lucius  Y.  and  Cor- 
delia, seven  of  whom  are  living. 

Our  subject  had  a  full  experience  of  pioneer  life 
in  his  boyhood,  and  has  a  distinct  recollection  of 
the  times  when  Indians  were  no  unusual  visitors  at 
his  early  home,  and  when  deer,  wolves  and  even 
bears  were  frequently  seen  in  the  forests  near  by. 
He  obtained  the  rudiments  of  learning  in  the  local 
district  school  that  was  conducted  under  the  rate- 
bill  system,  and  though  the  death  of  his  father  was 
the  cause  of  his  having  to  go  to  work  when  only  a 
boy,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  to  contribute  to 
the  general  support  of  the  family,  while  his  mother 
busily  plied  herself  at  the  loom,  he  managed  to  se- 
cure a  higher  education  at  the  Baptist  Seminary, 
where,  like  the  immortal  Garfield,  he  paid  his  way 
by  performing  the  janitorial  duties  of  ringing  the 
bell,  sweeping,  and  building  fires,  and  he  spent  a 
number  of  years  pleasantly  and  profitably  in  that 
excellent  institution. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty,  but 
continued  working  out  until  his  enlistment,  Au- 
gust 20,  1862,  when  he  cast  aside  all  personal  aims 
and  ambitions  to  join  the  brave  boys  in  blue  at  the 
front,  and  the  ensuing  three  years  he  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes  on 
many  a  hotly  contested  battlefield.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  Sixth  Michigan  Infantry, 
which  formed  a  part  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  of 
the  Army  of  the  Gulf,  commanded  by  Gen.  B.  F. 
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Butler,  and  he  was  in  close  and  active  service  until 
mustered  out  at  New  Orleans,  September  22,  1865. 

His  regiment  was  started  for  Washington,  but 
was  detained  at  Baltimore  until  April,  1863,  to  do 
guard  duty.  While  there,  the  Sixth  Michigan  and 
the  Twenty-first  Indiana  were  detailed  to  ^uell 
rebel  disturbances  along  the  Virginia  border,  where 
several  spirited  engagements  took  place,  and  sev- 
eral forts  were  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the 
face  of  continuous  firing.  In  April,  1863,  our  sub- 
ject and  his  comrades  joined  Butler's  forces  to  go 
with  him  on  his  expedition  to  New  Orleans,  and 
thirty- five  hundred  men  were  packed  on  board  one 
steamer  that  passed  around  Ship  Island,  and  thence 
up  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  Crescent  City,  the 
ascent  being  accompanied  with  much  opposition 
from  the  rebel  batteries  along  the  shore,  and  the 
rebel  gunboats,  sixty  of  which  were  captured  at 
New  Orleans.  Mr.  Lyon  witnessed  the  execution 
of  the  rebel  Mumford,  by  the  order  of  Gen.  Butler, 
for  pulling  down  the  American  flag  from  the  Gov- 
ernment building  and  trampling  it  in  the  dust.  A 
rope  was  made  from  the  flag  which  he  had  insulted, 
and  the  traitor  was  hanged  with  it  from  the  front  of 
the  porch  of  the  Government  mint,  as  a  warning 
to  all  others  who  were  disposed  to  traitorous  acts. 

Mr.  Lyon's  regiment  was  next  sent  up  the  river 
to  Baton  Rouge,  thence  to  Port  Hudson,  and  from 
there  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  the  capture  of  forts 
and  engagements  with  the  Confederates  of  Gen. 
Breckenridge's  army  furnished  active  employment 
for  some  time.  The  climate  being  unhealthful, 
many  soldiers  sickened  and  died,  and  the  Dead 
March  was  continually  resounding  in  the  ears  of 
the  survivors,  as  a  reminder  of  what  their  fate 
might  be.  When  on  the  Red  River  expedition,  the 
boat  in  which  our  subject  was  was  fired  upon  from 
secluded  batteries  and  totally  destroyed.  Many  of 
the  soldiers  were  shot  down  on  board,  or  sank  with 
the  boat,  while  others  jumped  into  the  water  and 
were  shot  while  swimming.  Mr.  Lyon  and  eight 
others  managed  to  get  ashore  and  escape.  After 
traveling  a  long  way,  they  were  directed  by  an  old 
negro  to  a  Union  man's  house,  where  they  were 
fed  and  secreted,  and  then  duriilg  the  night  they 
were  rowed  across  the  river,  and  started  in  the 
right  direction  for  the  Union  lines.     They  had  to 


steal  through  four  different  rebel  picket  lines,  and 
were  obliged  to  kill  one  picket-guard,  in  order  to 
get  by  without  being  exposed.  They  finally  came 
across  a  Union  foraging  party,  and  were  safely  con- 
ducted to  the  lines  at  Alexandria.  After  that  their 
regiment  was  broken  up  and  converted  into  a 
heavy  artillery  regiment  to  man  batteries. 

After  undergoing  a  rigid  examination,  our  sub- 
ject was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of  the 
Seventy-third  Colored  Regiment  of  New  Orleans, 
which,  while  under  him,  did  some  hard  fighting 
on  the  banks  of  the  Red  River,  at  Pleasant  Hill 
and  other  points.  Going  down  the  Mississippi  af- 
ter these  exploits,  he  and  his  men  were  ordered  to 
Mobile,  and  with  six  boats  they  patrolled  the  Ala- 
bama River  and  confiscated  twelve  boat-loads  of 
cotton,  wliich  they  took  to  Mobile.  Returning  to 
Port  Hudson,  Mr.  Lyon  and  his  soldiers  did  de- 
tailed guard  duty.  In  August,  1864,  he  w^as  com- 
missioned First  Lieutenant  of  the  same  regiment 
with  which  he  had  previously  been  acting,  as  it 
was  found  that  he  handled  the  colored  troops  with 
great  tact  and  wisdom,  and  was  a  firm  discipli- 
narian. He  was  also  sent  North  that  year  to  do 
recruiting,  and  did  admirable  service  in  that  line. 
He  continued  with  his  command  for  some  time  af- 
ter the  war  closed,  but  was  finally  mustered  out  at 
New  Orleans,  September  22,  1865,  and  returned 
home  with  the  laurels  so  dearly  won.  From  expo- 
sure and  privation  he  contracted  a  chronic  disease, 
and  for  that  now  gets  a  pension  of  $30  a  month 
from  the  Government  for  which  he  so  gallantly 
fought. 

After  leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Lyon  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  sixty-four  acres  in  Brady  Town- 
ship. It  was  then  covered  with  wood,  but  is  now 
a  well-improved  and  valuable  property.  Much  of 
his  time  is  now  devoted  to  his  public  duties.  He 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ten  years,  and  has 
control  of  nearly  all  the  legal  business  hereabouts, 
as  his  many  friends  and  neighbors  have  great  con- 
fidence in  his  knowledge  of  law,  and  in  the  fair- 
ness of  his  decisions,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  but  very 
few  of  his  verdicts  have  been  reversed  by  the 
higher  courts.  He  is  a  student,  and  keeps  himself 
well  informed  as  to  the  common  law.  He  has  been 
pension  claim  agent  for  ten  years,  and  has  met  with 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


nil 


success  in  the  most  of  the  claims  that  he  has  pre- 
sented. In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  takes  great 
interest  in  the  issues  of  the  day,  generally  looking 
sharply  after  the  political  fences  in  the  township 
as  one  of  the  party  leaders,  and  his  counsel  is  val- 
ued at  county  conventions,  which  he  frequently 
attends  as  a  delegate.  He  has  many  friends  and 
acquaintances,  all  of  whom  think  highly  of  him, 
and  as  a  man  of  strong  personality,  much  culture, 
and  unblemished  character,  exerts  a  wholesome  in- 
fluence on  his  community.  The  attention  of  the 
reader  is  invited  to  his  portrait  on  an  accompany- 
ing page.  In  his  religious  belief,  he  inclines  to  the 
Baptist  faith,  while  his  wife  has  a  leaning  towards 
Methodism. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  happily  married,  in  September, 
1857,  to  Miss  Julia  Ainsworth,  a  lady  of  superior 
merit,  who  is  entirely  devoted  to  his  interests  and 
those  of  their  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: Orvil  C,  Charles  L.,  Mertie  J.  and  Mary  B. 
Mrs.  Lyon  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was  born 
October  13,  1836. 


j^  HARLES  A.  FLETCHER,  M.  D.,  of  Kalama- 
lll     n  ^^^'  ^^  ^"^  ^^   ^^^  native-born   citizens  in 

^^^  whose  prosperity  and  enterprise  the  county 
takes  just  pride.  He  was  born  at  Comstock,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1861,  the  only  son  of  Charles  M.  and 
Phoebe  (Cox)  Fletcher.  His  father,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  born  November  12,  1822,  is  still 
living  and  makes  his  home  in  Kalamazoo,  quietly 
passing  his  declining  years  in  retirement  from 
his  former  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His  mother, 
who  was  born  on  the  Hudson  River,  October  4, 
1824,  also  survives. 

The  Fletcher  family  comes  of  English  ancestry, 
tracing  its  descent  through  a  long  line  of  sturdy 
and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The 
ninth  grandfather,  Robert  Fletcher,  came  from 
England  to  the  United  States  in  1630,  and  settled 
in  what  is  now  Lowell,  Mass.  The  father  of  our 
subject  early  removed  from  his  Vermont  home, 
and,  settling  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  there 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  1844, 


when  he  settled  in  Lenawee  Count}'-,  Mich.,  and,  in 
1846,  removed  to  Kent  County,  this  State.  Three 
years  later,  in  June,  1849,  he  located  in  Comstock 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  but  did  not  make 
it  his  permanent  home,  for,  in  1866,  he  moved  to 
Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  and  in  March,  1892,  re- 
turned to  the  village  of  Kalamazoo. 

At  the  time  of  his  father's  removal  to  Kalamazoo, 
Charles  A.  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  and  his  edu- 
cation was  principally  gained  in  the  .High  School 
and  College  of  the  city.  His  opportunities  for 
acquiring  an  education  were  improved  to  their  ut- 
most, and  upon  completing  his  schooling,  he  util- 
ized his  excellent  and  thorough  training  by  fol- 
lowing the  profession  of  a  teacher  in  Branch 
County.  Afterward  he  served  as  Superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  Decatur,  in  which  position  he 
was  instrumental  in  advancing  the  educational  in- 
terests of  the  city  and  discharged  his  duties  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Having  resolved  upon  entering  the  profession  of 
medicine,  our  subject  became  a  student  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  1885,  taking  a  thorough 
and  practical  course  in  the  department  of  pharmacy 
and  medicine,  and  graduating  in  1888,  after  which 
he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  Chicago.  He 
commenced  liis  professional  career  in  Browntown, 
Green  County,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  one  year 
and  gained  an  excellent  reputation  for  his  pains- 
taking skill  and  profound  knowledge.  His  abili- 
ties, however,  could  not  be  confined  to  the  limits 
of  such  a  small  town  and  he  accordingly  sought  a 
wider  field  of  practice.  December  12,  1889,  he 
came  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  since  conducted 
a  general  practice,  devoting  some  attention  to 
surgery,  and  making  a  specialty  of  diseases  of  the 
throat,  nose  and  lungs. 

The  pleasant  home  which  the  Doctor  has  estab- 
lished at  No.  516  Oak  Street  is  presided  over  by 
the  lady  to  whom  he  was  married  September  13, 
1888,  and  who  is  Alice  M.,  daughter  of  Peter 
Albert,  of  Aurora,  III.  Highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
enjoy  their  friendship,  of  genial  manners  and 
great  benevolence.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  are  num- 
bered among  the  most  prominent  residents  of  Kal- 
amazoo. He  is  Examining  Surgeon  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the 
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National  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Chicago, 
and  also  of  the  Friends'  Society  of  New  York.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  National  Council  of  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  also  of  the  Masonic  lodge, 
and,  in  politics,  is  a  strong  Republican.  In  the 
Kalamazoo  Acadeni}^  of  Medicine  his  abilities  have 
contributed  greatly  to  the  well-being  of  the  organ- 
ization and  his  influence  is  apparent  for  its  good. 


1^^ 


ON.    FREDERICK  W.    CURTENIUS    was 

)jj  born  in  New  York  City,  September  30, 
^  1806.  His  father.  Gen.  Peter  Curtenius, 
commanded  the  State  troops  quartered  in 
that  city  during  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  subse- 
quently Marshal  of  the  State  for  a  number  of  years 
and  in  such  capacity  arrested  Aaron  Burr,  then 
charged  with  treason.  He  was  also  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  intimate  friend 
of  DeWitt  Clinton,  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  many 
other  leading  men  and  prominent  politicians. 
Both  grandfathers  of  Mr.  Curtenius  were  military 
men,  and  served  with  distinction  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War. 

F.  W.  Curtenius  was  a  graduate  of  Hamilton 
College,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  m  1823,  and  soon 
afterward  commenced  the  study  of  law,  but,  in- 
heriting the  taste  for  military  life,  he  gave  up  the 
profession  after  three  months'  study,  to  join  the 
South  American  patriots  under  Bolivar.  Procur- 
ing credentials  from  the  Consul-General  at  New 
York,  he,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  embarked 
for  South  America  in  1824,  and  on  his  arrival, 
was  commissioned  Lieutenant  in  the  New  Grana- 
dian  Army,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  honorably  distinguishing  himself,  and  be- 
ing slightly  wounded.  He  returned  to  New  York, 
and  in  1831  was  commissioned  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  State  militia. 

In  1835,  Col.  Curtenius  removed  to  Mich^an  and 
settled  as  a  farmer  on  Grand  Prairie.  In  1842,  he 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Visiting  Board  at 
West  Point.  In  1847,  he  raised  at  Kalamazoo  a 
company  of  infantry,  which  formed  a  part  of  the 
first  regiment  of  Michigan  volunteers  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  Thomas  B.  W.  Stockton,  and  accom- 


panied it  to  Mexico,  where  he  remained  till  the 
close  of  the  war,  when,  with  his  comrades,  he  re- 
turned to  Michigan. 

In  1855,  Col.  Curtenius  was  appointed  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  State,  which  position  he  filled  until 
1861,  when,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  recruited  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  Michigan 
Infantry,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  Baltimore, 
Md.  Subsequently  the  Sixth  composed  a  portion 
of  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler's  expedition  against  New  Or- 
leans, and  when  that  city  was  captured,  took  pos- 
session of  the  United  States  mint.  The  regiment 
remained  in  this  city  for  about  twelve  days,  when 
Col.  Curtenius,  in  command  of  a  brigade  composed 
of  his  own  and  two  other  Western  regiments,  was 
ordered  to  Vicksburg,  but  that  place  being  found 
too  strong  to  be  successfully  attacked  by  a  small 
force,  the  command  was  ordered  to  return  to 
Baton  Rouge,  where  it  was  placed  in  charge  of 
United  States  property. 

At  this  latter  point,  an  incident  led  to  the 
withdrawal  of  Col.  Curtenius  from  the  army.  A 
number  of  slaves  had  taken  refuge  within  his  lines, 
and  the  general  commanding  ordered  Col.  Curten- 
ius to  deliver  them  to  their  masters,  which  order 
he  refused  to  obey,  taking  the  ground  that  he  was 
not  commissioned  by  the  State  of  Michigan  to  re- 
turn runaway  slaves.  For  this  he  was  arrested, 
when,  feeling  keenly  the  injustice  of  such  treat- 
ment, he  resigned  and  returned  home.  The  State 
authorities  honorably  sustained  him  in  Iris  course, 
and  administered  a  rebuke  to  the  general  who  or- 
dered his  arrest. 

Col.  Curtenius  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in 
1856,  and  again  in  1867.  In  1868,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  Col- 
lector of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Fourth  Con- 
gressional District,  which  office  he  held  for  two 
years.  For  many  years  he  served  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  insane. 

In  1856,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo City  Bank.  He  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  held  many  offices 
in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  includ- 
ing that  of  delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Col.  Curtenius  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,   whom  he  married   in    1826,  was  Elizabeth 
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Fowler,  of  New  York  City,  who  died  in  1867,  leav- 
ing two  children.  In  1868,  he  married  a  daughter 
of  J.  P.  Woodbury,  of  Kalamazoo,  who  has  five 
dau2:hters  and  one  son. 


^^ 


Ufe.4..--«i^ 


-^ 


rijU^  ERMAN  H.  SCHABERG,  M.  D.  This  suc- 
ff^j  cessful  physician,  whose  portrait  accompan- 
l^^  ies  this  sketch  of  his  life,  has  an  extensive 
(^  practice  in  Kalamazoo  and  vicinity.  Be- 
ing a  Hollander,  he  has  an  immense  practice  among 
the  people  of  that  nationality  and  is  very  popular 
among  all  classes.  He  has  met  with  success  in  his 
profession  and  is  in  such  demand  that  his  health 
has  been  much  impaired  by  his  constant  and  per- 
sistent attention  to  his  calls.  A  man  of  large 
heart  and  kindness  of  disposition,  so  long  as  body 
will  stand  the  strain  he  will  perform  his  part.  His 
education  is  extensive  in  the  various  departments 
of  knowledge  and  he  is  much  sought  after  in  so- 
ciety as  well  as  in  political  and  scientific  gather- 
ings. 

Born  at  Rotterdam,  Holland,  May  16,  1848,  Dr. 
Schaberg  is  the  son  of  Herman  H.  and  Mary  (Van 
Oversteeg)  Schaberg,  natives  of  the  same  country 
as  himself.  He  was  a  mere  lad  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  America  and  settled  with 
them  in  Kalamazoo,  where  his  father  engaged  first 
as  a  baker  and  later  in  the  grocery  business  until 
his  death  in  1874.  Our  subject  was  a  pupil  in  the 
schools  of  Kalamazoo,  and  the  academy  at  Flolland, 
this  State;  he  afterward  attended  Hope  College  and 
also  studied  for  a  time  in  Kalamazoo  College. 

Upon  leaving  school,  our  subject  aided  his 
father  by  clerking  in  his  grocery  store  for  four  years, 
then  entered  a  drug  store,  acquiring  a  practical 
knowledge  of  pharmacy  and  remaining  in  that 
position  eight  years.  Having  resolved  upon  en- 
tering upon  the  practice  of  medicine,  he  commenced 
with  Dr.  Logic  and  afterward  entered  Detroit  Med- 
ical College,  from  which  he  graduated  March  5, 
1878.  He  opened  an  office  for  practice  in  Kalama- 
zoo, where  he  has  since  remained  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  an  extensive  and  successful  prac- 
titioner. 

May  31,  1881,  the  Doctor  was  married  to  Miss 


Nellie  Van  Heusen,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Edith.  Dr.  Schaberg  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  his  political  aflfiliations, 
but  his  time  is  so  closely  occupied  by  his  profes- 
sional duties  that  he  is  unable  to  accept  public  pos- 
itions. He  takes  great  interest  in  the  various  asso- 
ciations for  the  advancement  of  medical  science 
throughout  the  country,  and  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  He  served  effici- 
ently as  Health  Officer  of  the  city  for  one  year, 
and  of  the  township  five  years,  and  has  the  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow-citizens  closely  at  heart. 


#. 


HARLES  MOULTON.  Among  the  pio- 
neers  w^ho  laid  the  foundation  of  Kalama- 
^^y  zoo  County's  present  prosperity,  and  were 
intimately  connected  with  its  interests,  was 
Charles  Moulton,  of  this  biographical  review,  who 
was  well  known  in  Climax  Township,  where  he 
lived  half  a  century,  and  elsewhere,  and  was  re- 
garded with  great  esteem  by  the  entire  community. 
Mr.  Moulton  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  February,  1820,  a  son  of  Joseph  Moulton, 
who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  coming  of  good 
old  New  England  stock,  he  in  turn  being  the  son 
of  another  Joseph  Moulton,  who  was  likewise  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  father  of  our  subject  grew  up  on  a  farm, 
and  in  early  life  took  to  the  sea  as  a  marine  soldier 
on  board  a  merchant  convoy,  under  Commodore 
Prebble,  during  the  piracy  troubles  in  the  open- 
ing years  of  this  century,  serving  three  years 
on  the  ship  ''Essex."  When  he  returned  home 
he  did  not  settle  permanently  in  his  native  State, 
but  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  of  the  Holland  Purchase  Company, 
and  tried  to  farm.  But  times  were  hard,  money 
was  scarce,  and  as  he  was  not  able  to  pay  for  his 
homestead  in  full,  it  reverted  to  the  company. 
He  was  a  little  past  sixty-eight  years  old  when  he 
died,  leaving  behind  him  the  memory  of  a  good 
and  true  man.  His  politics  were  of  the  Whig 
order.     The  maiden   name  of  his  wife  was  Esther 


1116 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Bugbee,  and  she,  too,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
Her  death  occurred  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  Of  the  six  boys  and  two  girls  born  to  these 
worthy  people,  these  grew  to  maturity:  Lorenzo, 
William,  Triona,  Stephen,  Sally,  Laura,  Charles 
and  Joseph,  and  three  of  them  are  yet  living. 

Our  subject's  boyhood  was  passed  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  district  school, 
which  was  conducted  under  the  rate-bill  system, 
and  was  taught  in  a  log  house  that  was  heated  by 
an  open  fire-place,  and  furnished  with  slab  benches. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  began  life  for  himself 
by  working  out  some,  and  in  the  following  fall 
took  unto  himself  a  wife.  Four  days  later,  he  and 
his  bride  bade  goodbye  to  their  friends  and  to 
their  old  home,  and  setting  their  faces  toward  the 
untried  wilderness  of  Southern  Michigan,  jour- 
neyed hither  to  found  for  themselves  a  new  dwelling 
place  in  the  primeval  forests  of  Kalamazoo  County. 
They  came  in  twenty-one  days,  arriving  at  their 
destination  October  23,  1841,  traveUng  with  wagon 
and  team  under  inauspicious  circumstances,  as  it 
was  very  stormy  nearly  all  the  way,  there  being 
only  three  pleasant  days  during  the  whole  of  that 
memorable  journey.  But  their  hearts  were  light, 
their  hopes  high,  and  their  courage  was  not  damp- 
ened by  the  state  of  the  weather. 

After  his  arrival,  Mr.  Moulton  exchanged  his 
team  for  land  on  section  29,  Climax  Township, 
and  after  buying  half  an  interest  in  an  ox-team 
and  cow,  had  twenty  shillings  left  with  which  to 
begin  the  new  life.  He  and  his  young  wife  ex- 
perienced all  the  bitter  trials  and  privations  to 
which  the  pioneers  of  this  region  were  subject. 
Their  home  was  a  primitive  log  house,  16x20  feet 
in  size,  made  of  round  logs,  the  crevices  being 
chinked  with  clay,  the  roof  of  shakes,  and  an  open 
fire-place,  with  a  mud  and  slick  chimney  on  the 
outside  of  the  house,  heated  the  building.  The 
surrounding  country  was  a  wilderness,  with  but 
few  habitations;  woods  were  all  around  them,  in 
which  there  were  plenty  of  deer  and  wild  tur- 
keys, and  some  bears  and  wolves.  Deer  and  wild 
turkeys,  of  which  our  subject  killed  many,  furnished 
a  welcome  addition  to  their  limited  fare. 

After  building  his  cabin,   Mr.   Moulton  cleared 
an  acre  and  a  half  of  land  of  the  standing  timber, 


and  planted  it  in  corn  the  first  year,  and  he  rented 
land  three  miles  west  and  put  in  another  crop,  be- 
sides working  out   to   obtain    money   to   live  on. 
He  labored  hard,  his  good  wife  actively  co-operat- 
ing with  him  in  his  toil,  and  by  their  united  efforts 
they  accumulated  a  competency  and  enjoyed   life 
in  a  home  replete  with  comfort.     The   home  farm 
consisted  of  ninety-two  acres  of   highly  cultivated 
and  very  productive  land,   amply    provided  with 
buildings  of  a  good  class  and  everything  needful 
to  carry  on  farming.     Here  they  lived  fifty  years, 
which  is  also  the  duration    of   their   wedded   life 
which  passed  the   golden  milestone  that   marks  a 
half-century    of    married  life   in    the    month    of 
September,  1891.     A  few  months  after  that  happy 
event,  Mr.  Moulton  passed  from    earth,   February 
15,  1892.     He  was  a  man  of  sterling  merit,  and  his 
kindly  manners  and  other  pleasing   attributes  en- 
deared him  to  the  entire  community.     He  always 
manifested  a  deep  interest    in  whatever  concerned 
his  adopted  township,  and  mingled   in   its   public 
life  as  an  incumbent  of  some  of  its  most  import- 
ant offices.     He  was  at   one  time    Road    Commis- 
sioner, was  Justice  of  the   Peace    two   terms,  and 
Treasurer  three  years.     He    was    ever   friendly  to 
education,  assisted  in  organizing   the  first   school 
district  in  the  township,  and  was   Director  for  a 
number  of  years.     The    first  school  in  this  region 
was  held  in  an  old  log  house  east  of  his  place. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  our  subject  was 
Lucinda  Johnson,  and  she  was  born  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  26,  1824.  Her  union  with 
our  subject  brought  them  three  children,  named 
Esther  A.,  Nancy  S.  and  Laura  M.,  respectively. 

JOSEPH  BECKLEY.  This  pioneer  farmer 
of  Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
was  born  in  Le  Roy,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y. 
_  February  13,  1813.  When  he  was  ten  years 
old,  his  parents  removed  to  Chautauqua  County, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  made  his  home 
the  most  of  the  time  until  he  removed  to  Michi- 
gan. He  had  established  a  home  of  his  own,  when 
in  1836,  he  decided  to  remove  Westward,  and,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  child,  came  to  Michigan. 
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He  settled  in  Portage  Township,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  improving  his  farm  and  placing  it  under 
good  cultivation. 

In  Stafford,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Beckley 
was  married,  December  11,  1834,  to  Clarissa  Sweet- 
land,  who  was  born  in  that  place  March  22,  1815. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beckley  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  as 
follows:  Emily,  the  widow  of  William  Hadlock; 
Fanny,  who  married  George  Pike;  Marcia  B.,  the 
wife  of  George  A.  Sutherland,  of  whom  see  sketch 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Lucius  XL,  who  married 
Mattie  Austin;  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  Cronkite; 
Charles  H.,  who  married  Miss  Marilla  Weeks;  Jen- 
nie C,  the  wife  of  Henry  Buckland;  and  Joseph, 
Jr.,  who  married  Stella  Whipple,  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead,  with  his  wife  and  two  children. 
Hazel  E.  and  Nellie  F.,  one,  Lizzie  M.,  having  died 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  months.  Mr.  Beckley  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  occupied  other 
positions  of  honor  and  responsibility,  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  offices  with  efficiency  and  fidelity. 
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¥ALLACE  W.  DEWEY  is  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section 
17,  Richland  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  is  a  native  of  this  count}^,  his  birth 
having  occurred  July  11,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of 
Ezekiel  and  Jeanette  (Walker)  Dewey,  natives  of 
New  York  State.  The  father  came  to  the  county 
in  the  '30s  and  located  in  Richland  Township, 
where  he  was  among  the  earliest  settlers.  He  met 
his  death  by  the  overturning  of  a  load  of  lumber 
several  years  after  making  his  home  here. 

The  parental  family  included  five  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living  with  one  exception:  W.  E.; 
Wallace;  Estella,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Backus; 
and  Clifford  C.  Phebe  is  deceased.  On  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Dewey  was  left  with  four 
children,  the  youngest  being  only  nine  months 
old.  She  worked  industriously  and  kept  her  little 
family  together  until  they  grew  to  mature  years. 
She  was  injured  in  a  railroad  accident  at  Kent, 
Ohio,  September  30,  1891,  having  been  one  of  the 
Ohio  excursionists.     She  is  a  member  of  the  First 


Presbyterian  Church  of  Richland,  and  a  lady 
greatly  respected  by  her  many  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

Our  subject  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  from  his  youth  and  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school  and  at  Prairie  Seminary  at 
Richland.  He  was  married,  March  28,  1878,  to 
Mary  P.  Travis,  who  was  born  in  this  county. 
Mrs.  Dewey  is  the  daughter  of  William  C.  and 
Sarah  J.  (Daubney)  Travis.  Her  grandfather, 
William  Daubney,  was  a  Methodist  minister  and 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Richland  Township. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Dewey  settled  in  Cooper  Town- 
ship, Kalamazoo  County,  at  a  very  early  day  and 
her  mother  died  when  she  was  only  twelve  years  of 
age.  She  has  one  sister,  Emma  J.,  the  wife  of 
Freeman  Stratton. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  W.  Dewey  one  daugh- 
ter was  born,  February  5,  1879.  Mrs.  Dewey  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Rich- 
land; her  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  has  been  since  the  organization  of  the  party. 
The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dew^ey,  the  Rev.  William 
Daubney,  was  an  Englishman  and  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Richland  Tow^nship,  where  he  died  in 
October,  1878.  He  was  the  father  of  a  large 
family,  five  of  whom  are  living:  John,  Wilson, 
George,  Elizabeth  and  Ellen. 


/  ♦^♦^^  ^^ 

<|  MLLIAM  H.  PATRICK,  a  prominent  and 
\j^ll  prosperous  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  resid 
^^J  ing  on  section  2,  Richland  Township,  Kal- 
amazoo County,  is  a  native  of  Hampshire  County, 
Mass.,  having  had  his  birth  there  March  3,  1830. 
He  is  a  son  of  William  J.  and  Lucy  (Smith)  Patrick, 
natives  of  the  same  State  as  their  son.  The 
great-grandfather  was  of  English  descent  and  the 
maternal  grandfather  is  said  to  have  been  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

It  was  in  the  year  1857  that  our  subject  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan  and  resided  several 
years  in  Ionia  County  and  in  the  spring  of  1862, 
they  came  to  Kalamazoo  County,   settled  in   this 
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township,  and  located  a  short  distance  east  of  the 
village  of  Richland.  The  parents  resided  there  until 
1873,  when  they  went  to  California,  where  the 
father  died  in  January  of  1874.  The  good  wife 
and  mother  survived  until  1886.  She  bore  her 
husband  five  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  survive: 
Mary  R.,  the  wife  of  George  H.  Bliss;  Benjamin  S.; 
William  H.;  Lucy  S.,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  C. 
A.  Henry.  Mariah  L.  is  the  name  of  the  deceased 
child.  The  father  while  a  resident  of  Massachu- 
setts served  his  township  as  Supervisor,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer  and  was  quite  a  prominent  politician  in 
the  East. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  public 
and  High  Schools  of  his  native  State  and  has  been  a 
life-long  farmer,  with  the  exception  of  about  five 
years  spent  in  a  gristmill  in  Ionia  County,  this 
State.  He  was  married  in  1869,  on  November  10, 
to  Elva  A.  Spaulding,  a  native  of  Barry  County, 
Mich.,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Esther 
(Dailey)  Spaulding.  Her  parents  now  reside  in 
Richland  village.  Of  the  five  children  who  have 
come  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick 
four  survive:  B.  Frank,  born  September  24, 1870; 
Lulu  T.,  February  22,  1873;  Ada,  November  8, 
1876;  and  William  J.,  September  24,  1889.  One 
child  died  in  infancy. 

In  the  fall  of  1881,  our  subject  settled  on  his 
present  farm  and  has  made  his  home  here  since. 
He  is  the  possessor  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  acres,  which  he  has  cleared  and  cultivated 
himself.  Mr.  Patrick  has  served  his  township  as 
School  Director  and  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  is  always  in  favor  of  every- 
thing which  tends  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his 
township  and  county. 


tPI  t   P    ll   ill     ill!  pi    I 
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E.  DEAL.  This  veteran  of  the  late  war, 
who  is  residing  in  Oshtemo  Township,  Kal- 
amazoo County,  has  passed  through  varied 
experiences  whose  recital,  as  it  falls  from 
his  lips,  is  very  interesting.  The  limits  of  this 
volume  forbid  the  biographical  writer  doing  much 
more  than  outlining  his  life,  leaving  the  reader 
the  task  of  filling  in  the  details. 


John  Deal,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  April  18,  1784,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  War  of  1812,  being  present  at  Phila- 
delphia at  the  time  of  its  surrender  to  the  British. 
He  organized  a  company  in  his  native  State  and 
was  ordered  to  Bunker  Hill,  arriving  there  on  the 
evening  previous  to  that  famous  battle,  in  which 
he  took  an  active  pai*t.  He  was  married  to  Polly 
Nillieme,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  three 
children;  she  departed  this  life,  June  17,  1815. 
The  lady  who  became  the  second  wife  of  Mr. 
Deal  was  Barbara  Grover,  and  to  them  were 
granted  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living.  In  early  life,  the  elder  Mr. 
Deal  followed  the  trade  of  a  tailor  and  weaver, 
and  later,  removing  to  New  York  State,  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  there  in  1861,  when  in  his 
eighty-first  year. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born 
December  6,  1827,  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  when,  in  the  fall  of  1850,  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  on  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Oshtemo  Township. 
He  later  added  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to 
his  original  tract,  which  he  cleared  and  placed 
under  good  tillage. 

Mr.  Deal  and  Miss  Sarah  E.  Belcher  were  united 
in  marriage  and  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Fred,  who  now  lives  in  Oregon,  and  Frank, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  merchantile  business  in  Van 
Buren  County,  this  State.  Mrs.  Deal  died  in 
1862,  and  our  subject  later  married  Mrs.  Eliza  A. 
Deal,  the  widow  of  his  brother,  Simon  F.  She  de- 
parted this  life  December  1,  1887,  when  fifty-one 
years  of  age,  and  the  lady  to  whom  our  subject 
was  married  February  13,  1891,  bore  the  name  of 
Dorcas  Waters. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  enlisted,  August  7, 
1862,  in  the  Union  army,  as  a  member  of  Company 
H,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  and,  going 
from  Kalamazoo  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  on  guard 
duty  there  for  some  time.  He  was  then  sent,  with  a 
number  of  his  comrades,  to  protect  an  important 
railroad  which  it  was  feared  Morgan  would  de- 
stroy, and  later  captured  Elizabeth  town,  Ky,,  and 
thence  going  to  Bowling  Green,  went  into  winter 
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quarters.  In  the  spring  of  1863,  Mr.  Deal  went  to 
Lebanon  and  from  there  to  Louisville,  guarding 
prisoners,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  on  account  of  ill  health  resulting 
from  the  measles.  Being  sent  to  Camp  Douglas, 
he  was  on  guard  duty  there  until  the  close  of  the 
war  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Springfield,  III.,  July  14,  1865.  When  enlisting 
in  the  army,  our  subject  sold  a  portion  of  his 
personal  property,  but  rented  his  farm,  well 
stocked.  When  returning,  he  found,  through  tlie 
bad  management  of  his  tenants,  that  he  was 
greatly  the  loser,  as  his  estate  was  much  run 
down,  his  stock  had  disappeared,  as  also  had  the 
farm  machinery  and  tools.  He  was  not  discour- 
aged, however,  and  immediately  set  to  work  to 
repair  the  damage,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best 
estates  in  the  county. 


eAPT.  JOHN  DUDGEON,  an  honored  pio- 
neer and  one  of  the  most  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Kalamazoo,  now  deceased,  was  born 
in  Stewartstown,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  Jan- 
uary 10,  1821,  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  His  fa- 
ther was  for  years  a  magistrate  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  reared  a  large  fam- 
ily, of  whom  a- sister,  still  living  in  Ireland,  is  the 
only  survivor.  When  a  young  man,  our  subject 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  and,  locating  in 
Detroit,  engaged  in  the  drug  business  and  grain 
trade  with  a  brother.  He  was  at  that  time  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  He  also  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine,  but  the  horrors  of  the  dissecting- 
room  caused  him  to  relinquish  his  idea  of  engag- 
ing in  medical  practice. 

About  1842,  Mr.  Dudgeon  returned  to  the  land 
of  his  nativity,  where  he  remained  for  five  years, 
during  which  time  the  great  famine  occurred.  In 
1847,  we  again  find  him  in  Detroit,  and  in  1848 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo  as  agent  for  the  firm  of 
Brewster  &  Dudgeon,  the  latter,  his  brother,  buy- 
ing grain  and  flour.  He  soon  afterward  here  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  also 
operated  with  Munger  &  Kellogg,  the  first  com- 
mission men  of  Kalamazoo.     His  warehouse  was 


burned  down,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  trade  in  Decatur  for  a  year.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Kalamazoo,  and  subsequently  formed  a 
partnership  with  Charles  L.  Cobb,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Dudgeon  &  Cobb.  These  gentlemen  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  and  laid  off  the  Dudgeon 
(fe  Cobb  Addition  to  Kalamazoo,  north  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  much  of  which  they 
improved  and  sold.  For  long  years  their  connec- 
tion was  continued  with  mutual  pleasantness  and 
profit  until  1883,  when  Mr.  Cobb  retired,  but  Mr. 
Dudgeon  continued  as  a  grain  merchant  until  his 
death.  The  firm  also  extensively  engaged  in  hand- 
ling wool,  buying  at  various  points.  Mr.  Dud- 
geon also  became  agent  of  the  first  express  com- 
pany doing  business  in  Kalamazoo. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  1850,  the  Captain  wedded 
Miss  Cornelia,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Clark, 
ft  graduate  of  Hamilton  College,  who  served  as  a 
member  of  Congress  from  New  York  for  two 
terms  during  the  Presidency  of  Martin  Van  Buren. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Hurlburt 
with  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Joshua  Spencer 
and  Gov.  Troop,  of  New  York.  The  last-named 
afterward  settled  in  Michigan,  three  miles  from 
Kalamazoo,  on  the  Spring  Brook  Farm,  but  a 
number  of  years  later  returned  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Clark  came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1842,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  N.  A.  Balch.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Michigan  during  Buchanan's 
administration.  His  death  occurred  in  Kalamazoo, 
October  2,  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years, 
and  the  Bar  of  the  city  passed  resolutions  of  re- 
spect concerning  him  who  had  been  an  honored 
citizen  in  their  midst.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dud- 
geon were  born:  Frank,  who  for  some  years  was  a 
traveling  salesman,  and  is  now  settling  up  his  fa- 
ther's business,  and  Bessie,  at  home. 

In  early  life,  Capt.  Dudgeon  was  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  afterwards  became  a  stalwart  Democrat. 
He  served  as  Trustee  of  Kalamazoo  in  1857  and 
1858,  and  in  1876  was  President  of  the  vil- 
lage, the  waterworks  being  constructed  under 
his  supervision.  His  title  was  received  during 
his  service  with  the  Light  Guards.  He  be- 
longed to  the  old  Brady  Guards,  of  Detroit,  and 
was  one  of  the  original   members  of  the   Detroit 
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Fire  Department.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Masonic  lodge  and  a  generous,  noble-minded 
man,  who  had  the  high  regard  of  all.  His  por- 
trait accompanies  this  sketch  of  his  life.  He  was 
exceedingly  popular  and  greatly  enjoyed  social  in- 
tercourse. During  the  last  weeks  of  his  life,  he 
bore  terrible  suffering,  but  his  genial  disposition 
never  forsook  him.  He  passed  away  January  7, 
1891,  and  was  laid  to  rest  January  10,  on  his 
seventieth  birthday.  His  widow  is  a  lady  of  re- 
finement and  culture,  who  ranks  high  in  Kala- 
mazoo society.  The  following  resolutions  of  re- 
spect and  regret  were  passed: 

To  the  Hon.  the  Mayor  and  Oity  Council: 

Gentlemen: — Your  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  suitable  resolutions  to  your 
body,  covering  the  matter  of  the  death  of  our  fel- 
low-townsman, John  Dudgeon,  beg  to  submit  the 
following  for  your  consideration  and  action: 

Whereas^  This  body  has  official  knowledge  of 
the  death  of  one  of  Kalamazoo's  most  distinguished 
citizens,  the  Hon.  John  Dudgeon,  which  occurred 
on  the  7th  of  January,  and 

Whereas^  He  has  occupied  most  important  posi- 
tions in  the  public  trust,  and  in  all  instances  dis- 
charged the  public  duties  imposed,  not  only  in  a 
manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  our  citizens,  but 
such  as  reflected  great  honor  upon  himself  for  un- 
swerving fidelity  to  the  interests  of  the  city,  and 
untiring  zeal  manifested  by  him  in  municipal  af- 
fairs at  ail  times.  With  a  mind  free  from  prejudice 
and  having  business  judgment  of  a  superior  char- 
acter, he  has  always  retained  the  respect  and  high 
consideration  of  all  our  citizens,  without  regard  to 
rank  or  position,  and,  whether  in  his  public  or 
private  life,  his  acts  have  always  evinced  courage 
and  consistency,  together  with  an  honest  purpose 
of  doing  whatever  he  believed  to  be  right.  His 
record  is  one  of  which  we,  as  a  community, 
feel  proud.  A  careful  and  trustworthy^  legislator, 
an  active  and  enterprising  business  man  and  a 
loyal  and  fearless  citizen. 

Resolved^  That  this  council,  in  body  assembled, 
do  deeply  regret  the  death  of  so  worthy  a  citizen, 
and  deplore  his  loss  as  being  one  irreparable  to 
the  interests  of  the  city  for  which  he  has  done  so 
much  in  former  years.     Further, 

Resolved^  That  this  council  do  most  sincerely 
sympathize  with  the  family  of  the  deceased  in 
their  bereavement,  and  desire  in  this  public  man- 
ner to  testify  their  high  appreciation  of  him  who 
has  been  taken  away,  both  as  a  citizen  and  as  a 
friend. 


Resolved^  That,  as  a  token  of  the  esteem  of  the 
decease,  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  the  city,  and  that  an  engrossed  copy  of  the 
same,  together  with  the  oflficial  proceedings  had 
thereon,  be  presented  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased 
by  the  City  Clerk  forthwith. 

Fred  Cellem, 
Thos.  p.  Gleason, 
James  A.  Taylok, 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  January  13,  1891. 


W/OHN  ALBERTSON.  Doubtless  no  farmer 
of  Kalamazoo  County  is  more  widely  and 
favorably  known  than  this  honorable  and 
intelligent  gentleman,  who  owns  and  op- 
erates a  splendid  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section 
23,  Cooper  Township.  Besides  thoroughly  under- 
standing every  detail  of  agriculture,  he  has  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  law  and  is  a  successful  civil  en- 
gineer. To  indicate  his  popularity  among  his  fel- 
low-citizens it  IS  only  necessary  to  state  that  he 
has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  since  1860,  and 
has  been  urged  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  for 
other  positions,  but  has  always  refused. 

The  Albertson  family  was  originally  represented 
in  America  by  two  brothers  who  emigrated  to  the 
Colonies  from  Holland  at  the  time,  when  the  city 
of  New  York  was  known  as  New  Amsterdam.  Joseph 
Albertson,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  pro- 
bably a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  died  in 
Monroe  County  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a 
Quaker  minister  and  was  widely  known. 

Daniel  Albertson,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1806,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  both  in  New  York  and  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  this  State,  where  he  settled  in 
1856.  He  remained  for  two  years  near  Climax, 
then  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Cooper  Township,  and  located  upon  it  in  1858, 
making  his  home  there  until  his  death.  May  16, 
1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  New  York,  he  was  associated  with  others  in 
the  importation  of  Short-horn  cattle  from  England, 
and  brought  his  herd  with  him  when  he  removed 
to  this  State, 
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To  Daniel  Albertson  belongs  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing been  the  first  to  introduce  Short-horn  cattle 
and  full-blooded  Merino  sheep  into  Kalamazoo 
Count}^  He  experienced  great  difficulty  in  in- 
ducing the  people  to  adopt  better  breeds,  but  af- 
ter he  had  succeeded,  it  was  universally  acknowl- 
edged that  he  had  aided  greatly  in  the  progress  of 
the  country  by  introducing  blooded  stock.  Like 
his  father,  he  was  a  strict  Quaker  and  stood  high  in 
the  estimation  of  all.  A  man  of  strict  integrity, 
he  always  paid  one  hundred  cents  on  every  dollar 
of  his  indebtedness  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  well-to-do. 

It  was  the  universal  testimony  of  his  acquaint- 
ances that  Daniel  Albertson  was  a  good  neighbor 
and  honest  man,  sympathetic  and  helpful  in  his 
association  with  others,  remarkably  gentle  and  af- 
fectionate as  a  husband  and  father.  By  example 
and  precept,  he  prepared  his  children  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  worthy  citizenship.  His  wife, 
Maria  Peters,  was  born  in  New  York,  December  18, 
1805,  of  Spanish  ancestry,  and  died  April  28,  1878. 
Their  family  comprised  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
In  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  where  our  subject 
was  born,  November  3,  1830,  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  remained  in  New  York  until  he 
was  of  age,  at  which  time  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan  and  remained  with  them  until 
their  death.  He  had  an  especial  talent  for  mathe- 
matics and  engineering,  and  assisted  in  locating 
the  Kalamazoo,  Allegan  &  Grand  Rapids  Railroad, 
acting  as  solicitor.  He  also  aided  in  the  building 
of  other  railroads. 

About  two  years  after  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr. 
Albertson  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  Gov. 
Throop  and  Joseph  Miller,  both  eminent  men,  and 
gained  such  a  thorough  knowledge  of  law  that  he 
could  have  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  had  he  so  de- 
sired. His  legal  ability  was  everywhere  acknowl- 
edged and  while  his  friends  sought  his  counsel 
every  day,  he  did  not  attempt  to  practice  and 
never  accepted  a  fee  for  advice. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Albertson  to  Miss  Annette 
Tift,  a  native  of  Kalamazoo,  took  place  in  1858, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Dan  J. 
and  Ida,  who  died  in  1876.  Tlie  only  surviving 
child  is  a  young  man  of  great  promise  and    is  one 


of  the  foremost  civil  engineers  in  the  State.  He 
assists  his  father  on  the  farm,  although  much  of 
his  attention  is  devoted  to  engineering,  and  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Association  of  Civil  En- 
gineers. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Albertson  is  indepen- 
dent. During  the  war,  he  was  commissioned  by 
Gov.  Blair  to  receive  enlistments  for  all  volunteers 
In  the  Fourth  Congressional  District,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeing  that  they  were  justly  treated.  He 
has  served  as  executor  for  many  estates  and  aided 
in  their  settlement.  For  about  thirty  years,  he 
has  been  Secretary  of  the  lodge  in  Kalamazoo, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  one  of 
the  oldest  members.  The  impression  he  leaves 
on  those  whom  he  meets  is  that  of  an  affable, 
courteous  and  intellectual  gentleman. 


m>'^<m=^ 


OBERT  GREER.  Many  of  the  most  sue- 
cessful  citizens  of  Kalamazoo  County  have 
emigrated  to  this  country  from  foreign 
lands,  and  among  the  number  may  be  men- 
tioned Mr.  Greer,  who  resides  on  section  10,  Ross 
Township.  A  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  he 
was  born  September  15,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Sarah  (Laird)Greer,  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try as  himself.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  an 
Englishman,  but  his  other  connections  are  of  Irish 
birth. 

Few  events  of  importance  occurred  in  the  boy- 
hood of  our  subject,  who  passed  the  somewhat 
monotonous  life  of  a  farmer's  son.  In  his  early 
manhood,  he  decided  that  America  offered  better 
opportunities  than  his  native  land  for  the  accumu- 
lation of  property  and  the  gaining  of  a  compe- 
tence, so  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  across  the 
ocean.  In  1848,  he  took  passage  at  Belfast  in  a 
sailing  vessel,  and  landed  in  New  York  City  after 
a  voyage  of  six  weeks  or  more. 

The  first  home  of  Mr.  Greer  in  this  country  was 
in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried, January  2,  1855,  to  Miss  Jane  Courtney,  who 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  June  8,  1834. 
Her  parents,  James  and  Hannah  (Skilton)  Court- 
ney, were   natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and   were 
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descended  from  Scotch  ancestors.  When  she  was 
fourteen  years  old,  she  came  to  America  with  her 
brother  eJames,  and  resided  in  New  York  City  for 
six  years.  Her  union  to  Mr.  Greer  has  brought 
them  live  children,  namely:  Adelaide  J.,  now  tlie 
wife  of  George  A.  Mowry;  James  F.;  William; 
Mary,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools;  and 
Llewellyn. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Greer  with 
his  wife,  sought  a  home  in  Michigan,  and  after  a 
sojourn  in  Lenawee  County,  settled  permanently 
in  Ross  Township.  At  that  time  the  farm  which 
he  now  owns  was  in  a  wild  state  of  nature,  and  for 
several  years  thereafter  he  used  oxen  in  breaking 
up  the  land.  Gradually  his  efforts  were  rewarded 
by  increased  crops,  and  as  the  years  passed  he 
added  such  improvements  as  modern  agriculture 
suggested.  Thus  from  an  humble  beginning,  work- 
ing as  a  farm  hand  at  1150  per  year,  for  seven 
years,  he  has  arisen  to  the  possession  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  fine  farming  land. 

A  public-spirited,  intelligent  and  observing  man, 
Mr.  Greer  casts  his  influence  on  the  side  of  the 
Republican  principles,  and  takes  an  especial  inter- 
est in  educational  matters,  having  served  as  School 
Director  for  eight  years.  He  and  his  wife  were 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  are  sincere,  generous  Christians,  aiming  to  do 
all  in  their  power  for  the  benefit  of  humanity. 


D.  POOL.  This  progressive  and  enter- 
prising gentleman,  who  is  the  leading  mer- 
chant in  Augusta,  is  successfully  dealing  in 
dry  goods,  groceries,  boots,  shoes,  lumber, 
shingles,  brick,  coal,  etc.  His  store  is  in  fact  a 
veritable  emporium  of  all  kinds  of  goods  usually 
found  in  a  first-class  mercantile  establishment. 
His  place  of  business  is  a  two-story  brick  building, 
24x100  feet  in  dimensions,  and  the  proprietor 
carries  an  average  stock  of  goods  valued  at  $7,000 
in  the  mercantile  line.  His  annual  sales,  including 
his  lumber,  brick  and  coal  interests,  aggregate 
$30,000.  He  does  a  very  prosperous  business  and 
keeps  two  clerks  the  year  round. 

Mr.  Pool  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his 


birth  occurring  in  Geauga  County,  July  13,  1842. 
He  is  the  son  of  Abijah  and  Lucy  Pool,  and  when 
five  years  of  age  came  to  Michigan  with  his  par- 
ents, who  resided  for  several  years  in  Kent  County. 
In  1854,  they  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County,  the 
family  locating  in  Augusta,  where  the  father  died 
in  1868;  his  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years, 
passing  away  in  1876. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  man's  estate 
in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  In  his  twentieth 
year,  he  began  in  the  mercantile  business  by  clerk- 
ing for  T.  C.  Wood,  of  Augusta.  He  continued  to 
work  for  that  gentleman  several  years,  and  subse- 
quently for  a  year  and  a  half  acted  as  his  partner, 
the  firm  operating  under  the  style  of  Wood,  Pool 
&  Co.  He  later  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Wood,  Pool  &  North,  the  connection  lasting  for 
three  years. 

Mr.  Pool  started  out  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  April,  1873,  and  has  made  a  signal  suc- 
cess of  his  undertaking,  being  now  the  popular 
merchant  of  Augusta.  He  keeps  everything  in 
his  store  which  will  be  needed  in  the  city  or  coun- 
try household  and  by  his  courteous  and  honest 
treatment  of  customers  does  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. 

Our  subject  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in 
local  affairs,  having  served  as  Treasurer  and  Trustee 
of  the  Village  Board  for  several  years.  He  was 
married  to  Eliza  Barney  in  1868,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  one  daughter,  Helen  G.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Pool  is  a  Republican  and  is  in  favor  of 
all  measures  which  have  for  their  object  the  up- 
building of  his  community.  Socially,  he  is  a  Ma- 
son and  greatly  esteemed  throughout  this  section. 


|R^EUBEN  SPENCER,  the  former  popular  and 
pJf  efficient  Treasurer  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
JO^  makes  his  home  at  the  present  time  on  sec- 
^  tion  11,  Richland  Township.  He  was  born 
in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  December  12,  1825, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Betsey  (Crosby)  Spencer, 
natives  of  Connecticut     His  grandfather,  Reuben 
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Spencer,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  his  father  did  brave  service  in  the  War  of 
1812,  being  eighteen  years  old  when  he  joined  the 
army. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  to  mature  years  in 
his  native  State,  and  received  a  thorough  train- 
ing in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  primitive  log  schoolhouse  of  that 
period,  but  not  having  the  advantages  offered  the 
youth  of  the  present  day,  the  knowledge  gained 
therein  was  very  limited.  In  1848,  Mr.  Spencer 
came  West  to  Barry  County,  this  State,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1850,  then  went  overland  to 
the  Golden  State,  leaving  Richland  on  April  15  of 
that  year  and  arriving  in  Hangtown  on  the  28th 
of  August.  He  made  his  home  in  California 
until  January,  1855,  when  he  returned  home  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  immediately  taking  up 
his  abode  in  Kalamazoo  County,  spent  two  years 
in  the  city  of  that  name,  which  was  then  little 
more  than  a  village.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he 
received  the  appointment  as  clerk  in  the  Contract 
Department  of  the  Post-office  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  he  was  employed  for  over  four  years, 
starting  in  with  a  salary  of  $1,200  per  year,  and 
receiving  during  the  last  twelve  months  $1,400. 

When  again  devoting  his  attention  to  farming 
pursuits,  Mr.  Spencer  returned  to  Kalamazoo 
County  and  located  on  what  is  now  his  present 
farm  in  Richland  Township,  where  he  has  a  pleas- 
ant home  and  is  well  known  throughout  the 
county.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married,  May 
10,  1855,  was  Miss  Lucj^,  daughter  of  Salmon  C. 
and  Eliza  (Cook)  Hall,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
Mrs.  Spencer  was  a  most  estimable  lady  and  was 
born  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  February  2,  1836. 
When  but  a  few  months  old,  she  was  brought  by 
her  parents  to  Kalamazoo  County,  this  State;  they 
located  in  the  woods  of  Richland  Township,  where 
they  were  numbered  among  the  pioneer  families. 
Mr.  Hall  is  still  living,  making  his  home  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, while  his  good  wife  departed  this  life 
in  December,  1888. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  iiave  been  born  a  fam- 
ily of  two  children;  Harry  and  Alice,  the  latter 
of  whom  is  the  wife  of  H.  A.  Hodge.  The  par- 
ents are  active  members  of  the  Unitarian  Church, 
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of  Kalamazoo,  and  in  social  matters  our  subject  is 
a  Mason  and  also  a  Knight  Templar.  In  his  po- 
litical relations,  he  is  ranked  with  the  Democrats, 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  his 
community  to  the  fullest  extent.  His  estate  ag- 
gregates one  hundred  and  seventy-five  and  one- 
half  acres  which,  by  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment, he  has  placed  under  thorough  tillage  and  by 
a  proper  rotation  reaps  a  handsome  income.  He 
has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  served  his 
fellow-townsmen  as  Supervisor  for  one  year. 

Salmon  C  Hall,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Spencer, 
served  one  term  in  the  Michigan  State  Legislature 
from  Barry  County,  and,  being  a  prominent  man 
in  his  community,  was  elected  to  the  offices  of 
Registrar  of  Deeds  and  Treasurer.  He  casts  a 
Democratic  vote  and  possesses  the  universal  esteem 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


LYSSES  D.  WHEATON.  There  is  per- 
haps no  architect  of  greater  prominence  or 
ability  in  Kalamazoo  than  this  gentleman, 
who  has  an  attractive  residence  at  No.  531  W. 
Ransom  Street.  He  was  born  in  Madison,  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  June  6,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of 
Warren  and  Betsey  (FoUet)  Wheaton,  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  respectively.  The 
father  learned  his  trade  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
subsequently  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve, 
Ohio,  when  twenty-six  years  old.  Soon  afterward 
he  was  married  and  for  some  time  followed  the 
business  of  wagon  and  carriage  making  and  mill- 
wrighting,  afterward  cabinet-making,  and  latterly 
house  carpentery. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  French  descent, 
the  family  name  being  originally  La  Fillette,  while 
the  father  was  descended  from  English  forefathers, 
who  early  settled  in  Connecticut.  In  1845,  the 
family  removed  to  Angola,  Steubon  County,  Ind., 
and  there  Ulysses  D.  remained  until  twenty-three 
years  old.  Under  the  careful  supervision  of  his 
father,  who  was  a  practical  carpenter,  wagon  and 
carriage  maker  and  millwright,  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  also  the  milling  business, 
which  he  carried  on  successfully  at  his  home. 
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Having  a  cousin,  James  I.  Foliet,  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mr.  Wheaton  was  induced  to  come  hither  and  en- 
ter his  employ,  remaining  in  that  connection  for 
three  years.  August  15,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  his 
country's  defense,  as  a  member  of  Company  E, 
Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  at  Galesburgh, 
and  was  with  his  regiment  in  detached  service  on 
patrol  duty  at  Louisville,  and  other  portions  of  the 
Blue  Grass  State.  He  was  discharged  March  31, 
1863,  for  disability,  and  returned  home  to  die,  as 
his  friends  thought,  having  been  in  the  hospital 
much  of  the  time  prior  to  his  discharge. 

However,  his  hardy  constitution  successfully 
fought  the  inroads  of  disease,  and  he  was  after  a 
time  enabled  to  resume  work  at  his  trade.  For 
about  twelve  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Bush  &  Paterson,  contractors,  after  which  he  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account.  Since  1875, 
he  has  been  alone,  and  in  his  business  employs 
about  fifteen  skilled  hands,  the  annual  amount  of 
work  accomplished  aggregating  about  $60,000 
worth.  His  entire  attention  is  given  to  his  trade, 
and  he  is  now  in  charge  of  the  building  of  the 
Public  Library,  which  when  completed  will  be  one 
of  the  most  elegant  and  substantial  structures  in  the 
city. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Wheaton  took  place 
October  9,  1856,  in  Cooper  Township,  the  bride 
being  Miss  Sarah  A.  Traverse,  who  died  eight  years 
after  their  union.  Their  children  are  named: 
Abbie  J.,  Fred  R.  and  William  U.  The  older  son 
is  in  the  United  States  Mail  Service  at  Kalamazoo 
and  the  younger  son  is  in  business  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Wheaton  was  again  married,  June  10, 
1865,  choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Olive  C.  Arm- 
strong, who  was  born  in  Hillsdale  County,  this 
State.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Nydia  Alice,  Katie  B.,  Jennie  Clara, 
George  S.,  and  Glenn  Cornell.  Nydia,  who  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Kalamazoo  High  School  and  a 
teacher  by  profession,  died  August  4,  1890,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two.  The  remaining  children  are  at 
home. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Wheaton  is  in 
sympathy  with  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition 
party.  Since  1855,  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  is   Deacon  and  Trus- 


tee. He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Por- 
tage Mission,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  Sunday- 
school  teachers  there  as  well  as  liberal  supporters 
of  the  church.  In  his  social  connections  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
prominent  in  both  organizations.  A  man  of  great 
intelligence,  his  leisure  hours  are  often  passed  in 
his  extensive  library,  which  contains  all  the  stan- 
dard works,  and  by  his  deep  interest  in  all  public 
measures,  he  is  prepared  to  aid  in  the  progress  of 
all  benevolent  enterprises.  His  portrait  appears 
in  connection  with  this  sketch. 


W^AMES  A.  CRANE.  Many  of  the  success- 
ful farmers  of  Kalamazoo  County  have  re- 
moved hither  from  the  Empire  State  and 
^^^  have  sought  homes  within  its  borders. 
Among  this  class  is  the  enterprising  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  who  owns  a  splendid  farm  on  section 
22,  Ross  Township,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
successful  citizens  of  the  county.  The  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  which  he  owns  and  operates 
have,  through  his  exertions,  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  yield  bountiful  harvests 
of  the  various  cereals. 

The  family  of  which  Mr.  Crane  is  a  member 
traces  its  ancestry  to  England,  whence  at  an  early 
day  its  first  representatives  in  this  country  emi- 
grated hither.  The  son  of  Amza  L.  and  Nancy 
(Crosby)  Crane,  natives,  respectively,  of  New  Jer- 
sey and  New  York,  our  subject  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  24,  1828.  Upon  his  father^s 
farm  he  passed  his  early  days  and  when  not  en- 
gaged with  his  studies  in  school  he  was  aiding  in 
the  work  at  home. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Crane  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. July  5,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Flora  E.  Forbes,  who  was  born  January  20,  1845. 
Her  parents,  Nathan  and  Laura  (Willmoth)  Forbes, 
were  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  res- 
pectively, and  removed  at  an  early  day  to  Kalama- 
zoo County,  residing  for  a  time  in  Oshtemo  and 
Alamo  Townships.     Some  time   during   the   '60s 
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they  located  in  Ross  Township,  where  they  re- 
mained until  death.  Mr.  Forbes  was  a  Deacon 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longed. 

Mrs.  Crane  is  one  of  the  three  children:  Fran- 
cis M.,  Benjamin  F.  and  Flora  E.  She  was  reared 
in  Kalamazoo  County  and  after  completing  her 
education,  taught  two  terms  of  school  in  Alamo 
Township.  She  has  an  adopted  son,  George  E., 
upon  whom  she  and  her  husband  are  bestowing 
great  care,  and  preparing  him,  both  by  home  train- 
ing and  education  in  the  best  schools,  for  a  posi- 
tion of  responsibility  in  the  business  world.  In 
her  religious  belief,  Mrs.  Crane  is  identified  with 
the  Baptist  Church  and  is  an  active  member  of  so- 
cial circles. 

When  Mr.  Crane  first  located  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added  until  he  now 
owns  two  liundred  acres.  In  connection  with 
farming,  he  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock,  and  is 
known  as  a  reliable  farmer,  obliging  neighbor  and 
representative  citizen. 
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SYDNEY  HAYS  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
I&  Kalamazoo  County  of  1832.  His  grand- 
father, John  A.  Hays,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
came  to  Kalamazoo  in  1832,  finding  here  only  a 
mere  trading  post,  and  of  the- first  court  held  in  the 
city  he  was  a  member.  His  son,  Algernon  S.  Hays, 
accompanied  him  and  amid  the  wild  scenes  of 
frontier  life  grew  to  manhood.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  mason  and  builder,  which  he  followed 
many  years,  and  was  a  useful  man  in  the  early 
days  of  the  new  country.  It  was  he  who  erected 
nearly  all  of  the  large  buildings  in  Kalamazoo  that 
were  built  prior  to  the  time  of  his  death.  On  the 
5th  of  January,  1840,  he  married  Sarah  K.  Waite, 
who  was  born  in  Waterford,  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  27,  1821,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
George  Waite. 

Mr.  Hays  continued  contracting  and  building 
and  employing  a  large  number  of  men  during  the 
busy  season.     He  died  very  sudden  ly  of  pneumonia, 


tlanuary  9,  1862,  at  the  age  of  forty -seven  years, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Wilmington,  Ohio, 
June  6,  1815.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat and  a  warm  admirer  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
In  his  early  life  he  held  membership  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  but  afterward  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  Mrs.  Hays  also  be- 
longed. She  passed  away  May  4,  1887.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  but  only  four 
are  now  living:  William  E.,  a  resident  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  O.  H.  Sheldon; 
Charles  B.,  an  insurance  and  real-estate  agent  of 
Kalamazoo;  and  our  subject. 

Mr.  Ha3'^s,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  city  schools  and  a  select  school,  after 
which  he  began  his  business  career  as  clerk.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  an  accountant,  but  his  health 
failed  him  and  he  had  to  give  up  that  work.  In 
his  twenty-second  year  he  engaged  in  the  news- 
paper business.  Again  failing  in  health  and  suffer- 
ing with  a  side  and  back  trouble,  he  went  to  the 
Indianapolis  Medical  Institute  for  treatment,  re- 
turning after  several  months,  much  improved.  He 
resumed  book-keeping,  and  was  engaged  in  that 
capacity  by  Thomas  Dorgan,  proprietor  of  a  plumb- 
ing, gas  and  steam-fitting  establishment. 

After  a  number  of  years,  failing  health  again 
forced  Mr.  Hays  to  retire,  and  he  left  the  service  of 
Mr.  Dorgan  in  1878.  The  following  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Townsliip  Clerk,  and  at  each 
succeeding  election  was  again  called  to  that  posi- 
tion, which  he  filled  for  five  years.  Although  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  received  large  majorities 
which  indicated  his  popularity  among  the  people 
and  his  wide  circle  of  friends.  While  serving  as 
Township  Clerk  he  was  also  book-keeper  for  Dan- 
iel Waterburj^  &  Co.  In  1882,  he  was  made  Deputy 
Township  Treasurer,  which  position  he  filled  for 
two  years,  and  in  1884  was  elected  the  first  City 
Treasurer  of  Kalamazoo,  receivng  the  re-election 
in  1885.  In  the  two  succeeding  years  he  was  man- 
ager of  the  American  Celery  Company  of  Kalama- 
zoo, and  in  1889,  was  again  elected  City  Treasurer, 
A  nomination  was  once  more  given  him  in  the 
spring  of  1890,  but  he  was  defeated  by  a  small  mar 
jority.  In  March,  1887,  Mr.  Hays  had  purchased 
the  Walter  F,  Bleasley  real-§sta,te  anc}  insurance 
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business  but  soon  afterward  sold  a  half  interest  to 
his  brother,  C.  B.  Hays.  He  is  now  Secretary  of 
the  Union  Endowment  Society,  the  main  office 
of  which  is  in  Boston.  He  is  also  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  North  and  South  Building  and 
Loan  Association  of  Chicago,  and  a  real-estate  and 
insurance  brokerage. 

On  account  of  his  health  again  failing  him,  Mr. 
Hays  was  urged  by  his  friends  to  take  a  trip 
abroad,  and  on  July  29,  1890,  in  company  with 
Rev.  J.  F.  Loba  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Johnson,  he  sailed 
for  Europe  in  the  hope  of  benefiting  his  health. 
Landing  at  Liverpool,  he  visited  London  and  sev- 
eral other  places  of  interest  in  England,  G^many, 
France  and  Switzerland,  enjoying  a  climb  up  the 
Alps  and  the  benefits  of  the  exhilarating  atmos- 
phere of  their  snow-capped  heights,  the  home  of 
the  beautiful  and  lovely  eidelweis. 

On  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Hays  remained 
for  some  time  in  the  New  England  States,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home.  In  the  winter  of 
1891,  he  received  two  severe  injuries  which 
greatly  impaired  his  health  and  little  hope  is  en- 
tertained of  a  complete  recovery.  He  occupies  the 
old  homestead  erected  by  his  father  at  209  West 
Lovell  Street,  to  which  place  the  family  removed 
in  a  very  early  day,  when  it  was  yet  in  the  woods. 
Mr.  Hays  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of  Kalama- 
zoo, and  no  man  in  the  community  is  held  in 
higher  regard  or  is  more  deserving  of  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 


^T/  LLEN  MO  WRY.  It  affords  no  little  pleas- 
iOl  ure  to  chronicle  the  principal  events  in 
the  life  of  this  venerable  resident  of  Kal- 
mazoo  County,  who  now,  in  his  old  age, 
is  enjoying  the  fruits  ot  a  life  well  spent,  and  is 
sun^ounded  with  every  comfort  which  can  contrib- 
ute to  his  happiness.  His  homestead  includes 
eighty  acres  of  good  land  in  section  15,  Ross 
Township,  and  has  been  brought  to  its  present  high 
cultivation  through  his  efforts  in  former  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Augustus   Mowry,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  a  native   of  Rhode  Island, 


while  his  mother,  Polly  (Hazelton)  Mowry,  was 
born  in  Vermont  of  English  ancestry.  Augustus 
Mowry  inherited  the  substantial  traits  which  char- 
acterized his  English  forefathers,  and  proved  his 
loyalty  to  America  by  serving  in  the  defense  of 
the  Colonies  during  the  War  of  1812.  He  and  his 
wife  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  where,  June  3,  1818,  their  son  Allen  was 
born. 

From  infancy  our  subject  has  been  familiar  with 
rural  life,  and  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of 
farming  while  still  young.  Although  his  educa- 
tional advantages  were  limited,  he  has  gained  ex- 
tensive information  concerning  all  topics  of  his- 
torical and  general  interest  through  systematic 
reading  and  self-culture.  November  15,  1840,  he 
was  married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Emma  E.  Slade, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Edward  S., 
Cassius  M.,  George  A.,  Rhoda  A.  (Mrs.  Clark  Aid- 
rich),  Porter  A.,  Emma  (Mrs.  William  Giddings), 
and  Celia  B.  (Mrs.  Theron  Aldrich);  Charles  H.  is 
deceased. 

In  1846,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren who  had  been  born  to  them  in  New  Yjork, 
our  subject  came  to  Michigan,  and  for  several 
years  resided  in  Barry  County.  In  1852,  he  re- 
moved to  the  farm  in  Ross  Township,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  The  farms  which  he  purchased  both 
in  Barry  and  Kalamazoo  Counties  were  almost 
wholly  unimproved,  and  the  environments  were 
similar  to  all  frontier  countries,  but  through  the 
exercise  of  abundant  energy  and  unremitting  toil 
he  has  not  only  cleared  the  places,  but  greatly  im- 
proved them. 

A  deep  bereavement  came  to  this  devoted  and 
affectionate  family  when,  July  17,  1883,  the  lov- 
ing wife  and  tender  mother  was  called  hence  by 
death.  She  was  a  sincere  Christian,  a  member  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  and  was  a  lady 
of  great  benevolence,  who  would  willingly  have 
shared  her  last  loaf  with  a  neighbor  in  distress.  Mr. 
Mowry  is  also  identified  with  the  Wesleyan  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  is  prominent  in  religious  circles. 
His  fellow-citizens  have  called  upon  him  to  fill 
various  positions  of  responsibility  and  he  has 
served  acceptably   as  Highway  Commissioner  of 
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Ross  Township  and  Treasurer  of  Barry  Township. 
Although  he  has  never  been  an  active  partisan,  he 
believes  in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  uses  his  influence  m  its  behalf. 


^■p^RED  HOTOP,  proprietor  of  the  American 


Hotel,  and  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
Kalamazoo,  was  born  in  Holstein,  near 
Hamburg,  Germany,  October  20,  1837,  the  son  of 
Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Henderson)  Hotop.  His 
father,  who  was  a  miller  and  at  one  time  owned 
two  good  mills  in  Germany,  died  in  the  Father- 
land when  Fred  was  a  lad  of  eight  years.  He  was 
then  bound  out  to  a  farmer,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  fifteen  years  old,  after  which  he  con- 
tinued to  work  as  a  farm  hand  until  he  was 
nineteen. 

In  the  spring  of  1857,  with  a  desire  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  New  World,  Mr.  Hotop  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  landing  at  Castle  Garden,  N.  Y.,  and, 
coming  West,  after  seven  days  of  travel,  he  reached 
Sheboygan,  Wis.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  have 
his  trunk  stolen,  containing  all  his  wearing  apparel 
and  valuables,  and  leaving  him  with  only  $5  in  his 
pocket.  He  commenced  to  work  near  Sheboygan, 
receiving  $100  per  year  for  his  services,  and  after 
saving  his  earnings  for  nearly  two  years,  sent  a 
check  for  $140  to  his  mother  to  aid  in  defraying 
her  expenses,  as  well  as  those  of  three  brothers 
and  one  sister,  in  the  voyage  to  America^  He  had 
a  half-brother  in  Kalamazoo,  who  had  agreed  to 
send  as  much  money  as  he  for  this  purpose. 

The  year  1859  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hotop 
in  Kalamazoo,  penniless  and  without  even  a  coat 
on  his  back.  He  continued  to  work  as  a  farm 
hand  for  a  year,  receiving  $12  per  month.  Later, 
he  was  employed  for  two  years  in  the  livery  stable 
of  the  Burdick  House,  and  received  $12  a  month. 
Subsequently,  in  company  with  his  brother  Henry, 
he  established  a  boarding  and  feed  stable,  which 
they  ran  successfully  for  four  years. 

After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1865,  and 
united  him  to  Miss  Sarah  Christy,  Mr.  Hotop 
sold  out  his  business  and  traveled  through  the 
West  seeking  a  location  for  an  hotel,  but  not  find- 


ing a  favorable  opening,  he  commenced  to  work 
for  the  American  Express  Co.,  in  Chicago,  for  $65 
per  month.  On  his  return  to  Kalamazoo,  he  once 
more,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  opened  a 
boarding  and  feed  stable.  In  the  spring  of  1869, 
with  his  brother  George,  he  purchased  the  old 
American  Hotel  property,  at  that  time  in  ashes, 
having  burned  to  the  ground  in  1867.  They  built 
a  small  house,  and,  July  3,  1869,  opened  the  hotel 
to  the  public.  Together  they  continued  business 
until  1884,  when  Mr.  Hotop  bought  out  his 
brother's  interest  for  $12,000. 

In  1878,  an  addition  was  built,  a  three-story 
brick  structure,  with  a  dining-room  40x64,  and  a 
kitchen  28x70.  Mr.  Hotop  afterward  bought  to 
the  east  a  lot  80x320  feet,  running  through  from 
Main  to  Water  Street,  costing  $7,800,  and  also 
purchased  another  lot,  80x320  feet,  west  of  the 
hotel  in  1885,  the  price  being  $10,000,  and  thus 
his  hotel  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  lawn.  The 
hotel  and  grounds  are  worth  $100,000.  The  Amer- 
ican Hotel  is  deservedly  popular  with  the  traveling 
public.  It  has  well-furnished  rooms,  supplied  with 
all  modern  conveniences;  on  the  table  are  found  all 
the  delicacies  of  the  season,  and  all  the  appoint- 
ments are  complete.  Mr.  Hotop,  whose  portrait 
accompanies  this  sketch,  is  very  popular  as  "mine 
host"  and  his  guests  appreciate  his  kindly  disposi- 
tion and  courteous  manners. 

While  residing  in  Chicago,  Mrs.  Sarah  Hotop 
died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Sarah  Theresa,  who 
died  in  childhood.  Mr.  Hotop  was  afterward 
married  to  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  Mathias  Mer- 
genthaler,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  the  only  child  born 
of  the  union,  Kitty  Bell,  died  when  six  yeai*s  old. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Hotop  is  a  Democrat,  has  served  as 
Alderman  of  the  First  Ward  for  two  terms,  and 
was  nominated  on  his  party  ticket  for  Mayor  in 
1889.  Socially,  he  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason, 
an  honored  member  of  the  fraternity.  For  the 
past  two  years,  he  has  been  President  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo Humane  Society. 

We  cannot  close  this  sketch  without  emphasizing 
the  fact  that  honesty,  industry,  economy  and  pluck 
are  the  true  roads  to  wealth.  Success  seldom  favors 
those  that  are  "to  the  manor  born*'  and  reared  in 
the  lap  of  luxury,  but  her  hands  are  ever  open  to 
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those  who  would  win  by  honest  industry.  When 
Mr.  Hotop  reached  Kalamazoo,  he  had  in  his  pocket 
$140  with  which  he  purchased  a  draft  to  send  to 
his  relatives  across  the  water,  leaving  not  a  cent 
for  himself.  He  had  no  coat  to  wear  and  his  only 
l>aggage  was  a  shirt,  wrapped  in  a  red  handker- 
chief, which  he  carried  under  his  arm.  The  first 
Sunday  he  went  to  Kalamazoo,  he  borrowed  a 
horse  of  his  employer  and  five  cents  from  his 
brother,  in  order  to  pay  toll  on  the  plank  road. 
To-day,  although  but  in  middle  life,  he  stands  at 
the  head  of  his  business  in  his  beautiful  city  and 
has  enough  of  this  world's  goods  to  enable  him  to 
spend  his  declining  years  in  comfort,  as  well  as 
leave  something  for  those  who  have  been  less  for- 
tunate than  he. 
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JOHN  W.  MIDDLETON.  This  gentleman 
who  is  the  present  popular  Treasurer  of 
Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  Count3%  is  a 
successful  agriculturist,  making  his  home  in 
section  30.  His  estate  bears  all  the  modern  im- 
provements and  ranks  among  the  first-class  farms 
in  the  township. 

George  H.  Middleton,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  while  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Drake, 
haled  from  Virginia.  The  elder  Mr.  Middleton 
came  to  Kalamazoo  County  in  1832;  Miss  Drake 
made  her  advent  in  this  locality  four  years  later. 
They  were  married  in  this  county,  after  which 
event  they  located  in  Portage  Township,  where 
they  resided  until  their  death,  the  father  dying 
November  11,  1886,  and  the  mother,  April  24, 
1891.  By  their  union  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  three  of  whom  lived  to  attain 
mature  years,  namely:  John  W.,  Charles  H.  and 
Ella  E.  Charles  married  Jennie  Haynes,  and  Ella 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  L.  Bowles. 

Previous  to  his  marriage  with  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  George  H.  Middleton  had  married  Rebecca 
Bishop,  who  died  in  1853.  By  that  union  he  be- 
came the  father  of  eight  children,  viz:  George, 
Nathan,  Willis,  William,  Samuel,  Hannah,  Sarah 
and  Clarissa.     John  W.  Middleton,  the  subject  of 


this  sketch,  was  born  in  Portage  Township,  July 
6,  1854.  He  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  locality. 
He  resided  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  June  25,  1876,  at  which  time 
Miss  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sophia  (Dab- 
ler)  Long,  became  his  wife.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Middleton  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
and  were  the  heads  of  a  family  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren. Miss  Sarah  was  born  in  Snyder  County, 
of  the  above-named  State,  March  13,  1856. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Middleton  of  this  sketch  have 
been  granted  three  children,  namely:  Ida  M.,  Ber- 
nice  S.  and  Maggie  E.  Our  subject  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Review  of  Portage  Town- 
ship for  several  j^ears.  He  was  elected  Treasurer 
of  this  township  in  the  spring  of  1891,  and  most 
faithfully  and  conscientiously  performs  the  duties 
of  that  honored  position.  He  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  local  affairs,  and,  politically,  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  has  always  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  m  company  with  his 
brother,  Charles  H.,  owns  the  old  homestead  of  two 
hundred  and  ten  acres.  The  place  is  embellished 
with  good,  substantial  buildings,  which  best  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  a  farmer,  and  nets  its  owner  a 
handsome  income.  Mrs.  Middleton  is  an  excellent 
lady,  and  her  hospitality  is  known  throughout 
the  township. 


''>^ 


\|/OHN  P.  CAMPBELL  is  one  of  the  most 
thrifty,  clear-sighted  and  capable  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Kalamazoo  County,  and 
he  has  been  an  important  agent  in  its  de- 
velopment these  many  years.  He  is  an  extensive 
land-holder,  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  managed  farms  in  Comstock  Township, 
besides  owning  valuable  real  estate  in  Newago 
County.  He  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  the  first 
Monday  in  the  month  of  March,  1812,  and  is  de- 
rived from  one  of  the  famous  Scottish  clans  of  the 
olden  days.  He  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  many 
generations,  even  beyond  one  Peter  Campbell,  his 
great-great-great-great-grandfather.     The  next  in 
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line  of  descent  was  Alexander;  after  liim  came 
Donald;  then  another  Peter,  who  was  succeeded  by 
another  Donald,  and  his  successor  was  a  third 
Peter,  who  was  the  father  of  our  subject. 

The  last  Peter  Campbell  mentioned  was  a  farmer 
and  also  a  cabinet-maker.  He  farmed  as  a  renter 
on  some  nobleman's  estate,  and  had  to  pay  £200 
per  annum  for  his  farm.  He  departed  this  life  in 
his  native  place  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  Our  sub- 
ject's uncle,  John  Campbell,  was  a  captain  in  a 
British  regiment  during  the  American  Revolution, 
being  sent  over  here  by  his  government  to  help 
subdue  the  rebel  Colonists.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Elizabeth  McArthur,  and  she  was  a  na- 
tive of  Perthshire,  Scotland.  Her  father,  Duncan 
McArthur,  was  born  in  the  same  place  as  herself, 
and  he  taught  school  in  his  native  shire.  His 
father,  Robert  McArthur,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
same  town,  was  a  large  farmer  and  drover.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  reared  six  of  a  family  of 
seven  children  to  maturity,  namely:  Donald,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years;  Grace,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight;  Duncan,  whose 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-six;  Catherine, 
who  was  seventy-seven  years  old  when  she  died; 
Christina,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years;  and  John  P.  the  fifth  child  in 
order  of  birth,  and  the  only  survivor  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  when  fourteen  years  old  he  went  to 
live  with  an  uncle.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  went 
into  business  on  his  own  account  by  driving,  buy- 
ing and  selling  cattle,  and  the  enterprising  young 
fellow  rented  two  farms  as  a  further  venture.  He 
continued  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  in  his  na- 
tive land  until  1850,  when  he  came  to  America. 
His  first  year  or  two  on  this  continent  was  spent 
at  Montreal.  He  then,  in  1852,  removed  to  Cale- 
donia, N.  Y.,  and  resided  there  some  three  years. 
His  next  move  was  to  this  State  and  county,  where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home,  locating  on  his 
farm  on  section  4,  Comstock  Township.  He  has 
here  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  of  well 
improved  land,  of  which  he  has  cleared  all  but  about 
sixty  acres.  He  has  his  farm  fully  stocked  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  of  the  finest  breeds.  Be- 
sides this  farm,  he  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 


of  choice  land  in  Sheriden  Township,  Newago 
County.  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  fine  type  of  our  self- 
made  men,  as  all  that  he  has  and  all  that  he  is  he 
owes  principally  to  his  own  exertions,  ably  sec- 
onded by  his  wife's  ready  co-operation.  He  in- 
herited in  a  full  degree  the  characteristics  of  his 
race,  and  his  most  prominent  traits  are  forethought, 
prudence,  strength  of  will  and  purpose,  cool  cal- 
culation and  methodical  business  habits.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  a  Presbyterian  in  relig- 
ion. He  is  a  liberal  giver  to  all  good  causes,  and 
is  in  every  way  a  good  citizen. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  married  in  Richland  Town- 
ship, December  29,  1862,  to  Jenette,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Christina  (Purvis)  Redpath.  She  was 
born  in  Roxburghshire,  Scotland,  July  27, 1840,  and 
is  the  third  daughter  and  sixth  child  of  her  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  been  blessed  with  two 
children,  a  daughter  and  a  son:  Elizabeth  R., 
who  was  born  in  1863,  and  is  at  home  with  her 
parents;  and  Peter  J.,  who  was  born  in  1871,  and 
is  attending  school. 
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=1  j^ILLIAM  H.  ABBOTT.  Prairie  Ronde 
\/jJ//  Township,  which  is  located  in  the  south- 
^/^  western  part  of  Kalamazoo  County,  has 
many  beautiful  farms,  but  none  has  been  better 
managed  than  that  located  on  section  7,  belonging 
to  the  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  just  quoted. 
He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Huxta- 
ble)  Abbott,  natives  of  Devonshire,  England. 
They  were  married  and  lived  for  a  time  in  that 
place,  and  then  emigrated  to  Canada,  making 
their  home  for  a  twelvemonth  in  the  Dominion. 
On  coming  to  Kalamazoo  County,  they  located  in 
Prairie  Ronde  Township,  where  the  mother  died 
in  September,  1854.  The  elder  Mr.  Abbott  sur- 
vived many  years,  and  passed  away  in  May, 
1880. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  includied 
three  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  eldest,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Devonshire,  England,  February 
19,  1835.  He  was  six  years  of  age  when  his  pa- 
rents came  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  lived, 
with  the  exception   of   three  years   spent  in   Van 
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Buren  County.  Mr.  Abbott  and  Miss  Martha 
Johnson  were  united  in  marriage  in  Paw  Paw, 
this  State,  March  27,  1857.  Mrs.  Abbott  was  the 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Maria  (Free  Darland) 
Johnson,  natives  of  New  York  State.  The  parents 
were  married  in  Kalamazoo,  and  located  in  Cooper 
Township,  where  they  resided  for  sereral  years. 
They  then  removed  to  Prairie  Ronde  Township, 
and  later  to  Van  Buren  County,  where  the  father 
died  in  July,  1879;  the  mother  still  survives. 

Mrs.  Abbott  was  born  in  Cooper  Township,  Kal- 
amazoo County,  September  14,  1838,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  the  parental  family  of  eight  children. 
Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  four  children,  viz:  Edward  H.,  who  mar- 
ried Alice  Babcock;  she  died  in  this  township, 
April  25,  1888.  Herbert  E.,  who  married  Emma 
May  hard;  Nathan  W.  married  Fannie  Maxwell, 
and  Victor  H.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  a  Republican,  and  gave  liberally 
of  his  means  for  the  furtherance  of  all  worthy  ob- 
jects. Socially,  he  was  a  Mason  and  stood  high  in 
the  fraternity.  He  passed  his  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits  and  was  the  proprietor  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  died  March 
31,1892. 

OLOMON  SHIMMEL.  The  gratifying 
success  which  has  crowned  the  efforts  of 
our  subject  is  the  more  noticeable  and 
praiseworthy  because  of  the  few  opportu- 
nities afforded  him  in  the  earlier  days.  He  is  one 
of  that  class  of  whom  many  worthy  representa- 
tives are  found  in  the  West,  who  are,  perhaps,  best 
designated  by  the  term  self-made.  He  is  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  makes  his  home 
in  the  pleasant  village  of  Schoolcraft. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Pamelia, 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1825.  He  is  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Susan  (Auysbury)  Shimmel, 
natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Michigan  in 
1844  and  settled  in  Nottawa  Township,  St.  Joseph 
County.  There  they  passed  their  last  days,  and 
at  their  death  had  become  the  parents  of  five  sons 
and  four  daughters.     Solomon  was  the   fourth  in 


order  of  birth,  and  continued  to  make  his  home 
in  the  above-named  county  until  1869,  in  the  fall 
of  which  year  he  removed  to  Van  Buren  Count}^, 
where  he  resided  until  December,  1883.  He  then 
came  to  Kalamazoo  County,  selecting  Schoolcraft 
as  his  future  abiding- place.  He  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  prior  to  his  coming  hither,  and 
owns  one  hundred  acres  of  excellent  land  in  Por- 
ter Township,  Van  Buren  County.  He  has  made 
a  success  of  his  calling  and  is  now  able  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  his  early  toil  and  perseverance. 

Solomon  Shimmel  was  married  Januar}^  20, 1852, 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  to  Miss  Kate,  daughter  of 
William  and  Phebe  (Vincent)  Busier,  both  of 
whom  died  in  Jefferson  County  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Shim- 
mel was  born  in  Pamelia,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
February  2,  1832,  where,  it  will  be  remembered, 
our  subject  was  also  born.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter living,  Villetta  L.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Warren 
C.  Wood,  a  prominent  resident  of  Van  Buren 
County.  They  have  buried  three  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Anna  E.,  whose 
death  occurred  when  two  and  a  half  years  old. 

Mr.  Shimmel  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Grange 
affairs,  and,  with  his  estimable  wife,  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  a  member  of  Blue  Lodge,  No. 
216,  of  Lawton  this  State,  and  of  the  Paw  Paw 
Chapter.  The  familj;^  occupy  a  pleasant  and  com- 
modious residence  in  the  village,  where  they  are 
held  in  high  regard,  Mr.  Shimmel  being  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  place. 


ON.  ALLEN  POTTER.  This  beloved  and 
respected  resident  of  Kalamazoo  died  at  his 
residence  at  No.  718  South  Street,  May  8, 
1885.  He  was  bom  in  Saratoga  County,N.Y., 
October  2, 1818,  and  was  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Maria 
(Allen)  Potter,  being  their  only  child  who  grew  to 
mature  years.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Nathaniel 
Allen,  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Otheniel 
Potter,  was  a  prominent  and  benevolent  man  in 
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his  community.  The  father,  by  signing  notes  for 
friends,  lost  all  his  handsome  property,  and  when 
only  thirteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  was  com- 
pelled to  start  out  in  life  on  his  own  account  and 
served  a  seven-years'  apprenticeship  at  the  tinner's 
trade. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  education, 
but,  making  the  best  of  his  opportunities,  became 
an  intelligent  and  well-read  gentleman.  His  par- 
ents removing  to  Tecumseh,  this  State,  he  worked 
as  a  journeyman  there  and  at  Adrian.  He  later 
took  charge  of  the  hardware  department  in  the 
general  merchandise  establishment  of  Letts  <fe 
Weatherwax,  at  Homer,  where  he  remained  a  cou- 
ple of  years  and  then  went  to  Jonesville,and  after 
the  death  of  Deacon  North  carried  on  his  business 
until  the  spring  of  1845.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
he  came  to  Kalamazoo  and  opened  a  hardware 
store,  where  he  did  a  successful  business  for  sev- 
eral years. 

Mr.  Potter,  in  September  of  the  above-named 
year,  went  East,  and  on  the  13th  of  that  month 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.,to  Miss 
Charity  P.  Letts,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Eliza 
(Smith)  Letts.  The  young  couple  returned  to  Kal- 
amazoo, where  Mr.  Potter  engaged  in  handling 
furnaces,  in  partnership  with  J.  P.  Woodbury. 
They  continued  in  that  line  for  some  years,  when 
our  subject  disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  partner 
and  continued  in  the  hardware  business,  taking  in 
as  his  co-worker  G.  H.  Gale,  who  had  learned  the 
business  under  him.  Later,  in  company  with  J.  P. 
Woodbury  and  William  A.  Wood,  Mr.  Potter  en- 
gaged in  a  private  banking  business  which  was  sub- 
sequently organized  as  the  Michigan  National  Bank 
and  was  a  leading  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
same.  For  three  years,  he  was  President  of  the  South 
Haven  Railroad  during  the  construction  of  their 
tracks,  and  has  otherwise  been  very  prominent  in 
public  positions.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Kalamazoo  Paper  Mill,  and  was  for  several  years 
a  stockholder.  Subsequently,  he  sold  his  interest 
to  Silas  Hubbard. 

Originally  a  Republican,  Mr.  Potter  was  nomin- 
ated on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  Representative 
to  the  Forty-fourth  Congress,  and,  being  a  popular 
man,  was  elected.     Although  not  a  public  speaker, 


he  was  noted  for  his  unusual  business  abilities  and 
served  on  many  important  committees  while  a 
member  of  that  body.  The  Hon.  Allen  Potter  was 
elected  the  first  Mayor  of  Kalamazoo  and  was  al- 
ways very  active  where  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity were  concerned.  On  the  formation  of  the 
first  hook  and  ladder  company,  in  1846,  he  was 
chosen  its  foreman,  and  when  the  village  decided 
to  purchase  its  first  fire  engine,  our  subject  was 
sent  East  to  investigate,  and  by  his  recommenda- 
tion their  purchase  was  made  in  Rochester.  He  was 
called  upon  to  occupy  many  positions  in  the  village 
and  city,  alike  in  social,  political,  church  and  bus- 
iness affairs,  filling  them  with  great  acceptance, 
but  never  of  his  own  seeking.  In  1856,  he  was 
elected  Supervisor  and  was  President  of  the  Vil- 
lage Board  several  times.  In  1884,  he  was  elected 
Mayor.  In  1867,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  two  years  later  was 
elected  President  of  the  Board.  In  1872,  he  was 
one  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  and  in 
1878  was  elected  to  Congress,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  Treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for 
the  Insane  at  Kalamazoo. 

The  Hon.  Allen  Potter  has  been  largely  inter- 
ested in  real  estate,  and  in  company  with  Mr. 
W^oodbury  and  James  A.  Walter,  purchased  the  gas 
plant,  to  which  he  gave  his  personal  attention  and 
which  the  family  continue  to  be  interested  in. 
Although  not  a  member  of  any  church  organization, 
our  subject  was  a  liberal  and  cheerful  cM^ntributor 
to  all  denominations.  He  was  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  Mt.  Holyoke  College,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  was  a  cheerful  giver. 

Mrs.  Potter  was  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Letts, 
who  came  to  Calhoun  County,  this  State,  in  1835, 
where  he  was  the  owner  of  six  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land.  He  later  became  interested  in  the 
general  merchandise  business,  and  with  his  partners 
erected  a  gristmill,  doing  an  immense  business. 
He  returned  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  in  1844,  and  in 
1856  bought  his  farm,  which  was  located  three 
miles  from  Kalamazoo,  his  death  occurring  in  1873, 
in  the  city  of  Kalamazoo.  The  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Potter  included  the  following-named  children : 
May,  who  married  John  K.  Knight,  who  is  cashier 
and  director  in  the  Oakland   National  Bank,  in 
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Chicago;  Mrs.  Lillie  Gardner;  and  Allen,  who  died 
April  17,  1883,  when  in  his  twenty-sixth  year;  he 
was  married  and  left  one  son,  who  takes  his  grand- 
fatlier's  name.  Mrs.  Potter  is  a  member  of  the 
Unitarian  Church  and  a  Director  in  the  Ladies' 
Library  Association  in  this  city.  She  is  a  very 
refined  and  cultured  lady,  a  leader  in  the  social 
circles  of  Kalamazoo.  Their  beautiful  home  was 
erected  twenty  years  ago  and  elegantly  furnished 
throughout. 

Of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  it  is  but  the  simple 
truth  to  say  that  he  was  beloved  by  thousands  and 
esteemed  and  respected  by  the  entire  community. 
He  was  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  family,  and  his 
kindness  of  heart  pervaded  like  a  ray  of  sunshine 
the  sacred  precincts  of  his  home,  and  the  happiest 
hours  of  his  life  were  those  spent  in  the  society  of 
his  wife  and  children.  Better  gift  can  no  man 
have  than  to  be  held,  as  was  Mr.  Potter,  in  uni- 
versal regard. 
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OLIVER  IRVING.  This  well-known  resident 
of  Kalamazoo  County  owns  and  operates  a 
fine  farm  in  section  9,  Ross  Township.  It 
comprises  seventy  acres,  which,  through  his  untir- 
ing exertions,  have  been  brought  to  a  high  cultiva- 
tion, and  embellished  with  a  substantial  set  of  farm 
buildings.  Conmmencing  in  life  with  no  advant- 
ages of  fortune  or  education,  he  achieved  success 
through  his  exercise  of  the  habits  of  industry  and 
economy  which  were  instilled  into  his  character 
during  his  early  years. 

August  11,  1820,  Mr.  Irving  was  born  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Jane  (Martin)  Irving,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  His 
paternal  ancestors  originally  came  from  Ireland, 
and  his  grandfather  Irving  served  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  on  the  side  of  the  Colonies.  Un- 
til he  was  eighteen  years  old,  he  remained  in  his 
native  State,  and  then  in  company  with  his  parents 
came  West  to  Kalamazoo  County,  and  settled  in 
the  woods  of  Ross  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  millwright  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  until  he  died 
in  May,  1863,  sincerely   mourned  by  his   early  as- 


sociates in  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving 
the  township.  Oliver,  the  only  surviving  child  in 
a  family  of  nine,  aided  his  father  on  the  farm,  and 
also  gleaned  a  common-school  education  in  the  in- 
tervals of  work.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was 
married  to  Julia  Whitcomb,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  one  of  whom,  Addie,  now 
survives. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Irving  to  his  present  amia- 
ble wife  took  place  March  15, 1862.  Mrs.  Irving, 
who  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Edna  Bonnell, 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  January  15, 
1836,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Will- 
son)  Bonnell.  Her  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  was  of  English-Quaker  descent,  and 
was  a  man  of  sterling  worth  of  character.  Since 
his  death,  his  widow  has  resided  in  Grayling,  this 
State.  When  Mrs.  Irving  was  twelve  years  old, 
she  accompanied  her  parents  to  Calhoun  County, 
Mich.,  and  settled  with  them  in  Bedford  Township. 
She  IS  one  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  survive, 
namely:  Mrs.  Irving;  Eliza,  wife  of  P^dward  Hume; 
Charles;  Margaret,  who  married  Charles  Hume;  and 
George.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Mary,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching, 
and  Charles  H. 

In  the  spring  of  1869,  Mr,  Irving  located  upon 
his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
has  witnessed  the  development  of  the  county  and 
has  aided  in  perfecting  its  resources.  In  their  re- 
ligious connections,  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Wesley  an  Methodist  Church,  and  are  respec- 
ted members  of  society.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  in  oflScial 
capacities  of  honor  and  trust. 


ATHIAS  L.  MILHAM.  This  successful 
farmer  of  Comstock  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County,  was  born  in  Chatham  Town- 
ship, Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  January  9, 
His  father,  John,  w^as  born  in  New  York  in 
1805,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  being  thus 
engaged  in  his  native  State  as  well  as  in  Kalama- 
zoo County,  whither  he  removed  in  1845.  He 
traded  his  farm  in    the  Empire    State  for   land  in 
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Michigan,  and  atone  time  owned  over  one  thou- 
sand acres  in  Kalamazoo  County,  besides  land  in 
Jackson  and  Branch  Counties. 

The  last  days  of  John  Milham  were  spent  in 
Kalamazoo  Township,  this  county,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  com- 
munity. In  New  York  he  held  various  offices,  and 
also  served  as  Supervisor  of  Kalamazoo  Township. 
For  many  years  he  was  President  of  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  was  identified 
with  the  most  progressive  measures  of  the  county. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Almira  Rath- 
bone,  was  probably  a  native  of  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  leaving  six  children. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are:  Mar- 
tin; Marilla,  wife  of  P.  Griswold,  of  Allegan;  Oli- 
ver, a  dentist  in  Chicago;  Mary  Jane,  who  married 
Henry  Beckwirth,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  one  that  died 
in  childhood.  Our  subject,  who  was  the  third 
child  of  the  family  circle,  was  about  nine  years  old 
when  he  removed  with  his  father  to  Michigan.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  was  given  $1,000  by  his 
father  and  invested  the  money  in  the  purchase  of 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

May  17,  1859,  Mr.  Milham  was  married  to  Miss 
Azuba  Chadwick,  who  was  born  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  30,  1837,  and  was  one  of  four 
children  born  to  Calvin  and  Lydia  (Foster)  Chad- 
wick, natives  of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mil- 
ham are  the  parents  of  five  children,  viz:  Mary  E., 
wife  of  J.  W.  Knapp,  a  ranchman  of  Tom  Green 
County,  Tex.,  who,  with  his  partner,  owns  over 
sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land;  Ray  and  Jay,  twins, 
who  died  when  two  years  old;  Jessie  M.,  at  home, 
and  Warren  a  teacher  in  the  schools  at  Galesburg. 

Mr.  Milham  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  in  section 
36,  upon  which  is  an  attractive  residence  built  at  a 
cost  of  about  $2,000.  When  he  located  here,  only 
four  acres  had  been  cleared  and  a  small  house 
stood  in  the  clearing,  but  gradually  he  brought  the 
land  to  its  present  splendid  condition.  A  carpen- 
ter by  trade,  he  not  only  erected  his  own  residence 
but  has  built  many  of  the  best  houses  in  the  county 
besides  twenty-seven  barns.  During  the  war  he 
worked  for   a   contractor  in    Western    Tennessee, 


and  aided  in  bridge-building  in  that  part  of  the 
State.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  estimable  wife 
is  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Galesburg.  For  eleven  years  he  has  been  a  Mason 
and  belongs  to  the  Kalamazoo  Commandery,  in  the 
work  of  which  he  has  been  quite  active. 
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^^^EORGE  W.  MILLER,  President  of  the  Kal- 
fif  ^^  amazoo  Railroad,  Velocipede  <fe  Car  Co., 
^^^JJ^  was  born  in  Canton,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  20, 1851,  the  son  of  Samuel  B.  and 
Caroline  (Randall)  Miller,  natives  of  New  York.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  accepted  a  position  as  as- 
sistant to  his  uncle,  Hiram  B.  Miller,  in  his  bank, 
the  National  Exchange,  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  That  gen- 
tleman was  a  man  of  wide  influence  and  great 
prominence,  and  was  President  of  several  banks,  but 
is  now  living  retired  at  Kalamazoo. 

For  about  two  years  our  subject  remained  in  the 
bank  in  a  clerical  capacity,  and  having  a  naturally 
bright  intellect,  acquired  proficiency  as  a  book- 
keeper. When  eighteen,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  E.  W.  Boughton  &  Co.,  wholesale  hatters  and 
furriers  at  Troy,  where  he  held  the  position  of 
book-keeper  and  had  charge  of  their  cash  depart- 
ment. It  was  an  extensive  establishment,  their 
business  exceeding  $300,000  per  annum,  and  our 
subject  acquired  useful  knowledge  of  general  busi- 
ness methods,  as  well  as  a  special  knowledge  of 
their  particular  line  of  business. 

When  in  his  twenty- first  year,  Mr.  Miller  deci- 
ded to  open  a  similar  business  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility. He  purchased  an  old  stand  where  others 
had  failed  to  succeed  and,  against  the  protests  of 
friends,  embarked  in  business.  His  success  was  as- 
sured from  the  first  and  he  found  himself  on  the 
highroad  to  a  financial  prosperity.  There  being 
twenty-two  dealers  in  hats  and  furs,  he  found 
ample  competition  and  saw  many  of  his  competi- 
tors close  their  doors  and  retire  from  the  struggle. 
But  his  fine  quality  of  stock  and  obliging  manner 
brought  trade,  and  he  continued  to  prosper  during 
the  six  years  that  he  remained  in  Troy. 

In  August,  1878,  Mr.  Miller  came  to  Kalamazoo 
and  opened  an  establishment  of  similar  nature  to 
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bis  old  business.  Having  ideas  tbat  required  de- 
velopment in  a  more  ambitious  field,  he  disposed 
of  his  business  in  one  year  and  turned  his  attention 
to  manufacturing.  Always  from  a  boy  noted  for 
his  mechanical  ideas,  he  had  evolved  from  the 
brain-matter  of  a  well-balanced  head  the  idea  that 
he  put  into  a  tangible  form  in  the  shape  of  the  ag- 
ricultural implement,  embracing  a  combination  of 
harrow  and  seeder,  upon  which  he  was  granted  let- 
ters patent,  and  which  he  began  to  manufacture 
and  sell.  Giving  his  entire  attention  and  financial 
standing  to  the  business,  he  soon  made  a  success  of 
it  and  saw  his  small  beginnings  assume  extensive 
proportions,  his  establishment  turning  out  over  one 
thousand  complete  implements  per  jear. 

Other  somewhat  similar  devices  coming  into  gen- 
eral use,  after  three  years  Mr.  Miller  disconnected 
himself  with  this  institution  and  made  another 
bold  stroke  in  the  realms  of  practical  mechanics, 
that  a  man  of  less  courage  would  never  have  con- 
templated. Realizing  the  advantage  that  railroad 
velocipedes  had  to  railroad  management,  and  fore- 
seeing their  future  utility  and  various  applications, 
he  secured  a  half-interest  in  patents  covering  them, 
and  February  1,  1883,  engaged  in  their  manufac- 
ture. His  original  articles  were  crude  in  many 
particulars  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  ttieir 
perfection,  and  has  since  made  many  improvements 
which  are  covered  by  patents.  The  machinery 
that  is  now  turned  out  for  the  trade  bears  but  lit- 
tle resemblance  to  the  earlier  manufactures. 

Letters  have  been  granted  Mr.  Miller  on  twentj^- 
four  different  articles  or  improvements.  Thirty- 
five  varieties  of  light  cars  are  manufactured  by 
the  firm,  including  velocipedes,  hand-cars,  push- 
cars,  hand  and  steam  inspection  cars  and  construc- 
tion cars.  H.  G.  Haines  is  associated  with  Mr.  Mil- 
ler in  the  business.  They  have  about  $100,000  in- 
vested and  employ  from  forty  to  seventy-five  men, 
their  annual  output  exceeding  four  thousand  separ- 
ate cars  and  articles.  The  Kalamazoo  Wood  Split 
Pulley  Works,  with  a  capital  of  $35,000,  and  em- 
ploying forty  men,  are  also  under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Miller  as  President.  These  two  establish- 
ments have  contributed  largely  to  the  interests  of 
Kalamazoo  and  are  important  factors  when  its  an- 
nual products  are  estimated. 


In  1891,  Mr.  Miller  established  the  well-known 
Crescent  Stock  Farm,  situated  four  miles  east  of 
Kalamazoo,  and  one  mile  west  of  Galesburg.  He 
is  the  owner  of  the  famous  stallion.  Count  Wilkes, 
a  son  of  the  mighty  George  Wilkes.  Count  Wilkes 
is  sire  of  Georgette,  2:19^,  and  Bald  Wilkes,  2:30, 
and,  with  the  prestige  he  has  established,  he  will 
soon  take  front  rank  among  the  many  great  sons 
of  George  Wilkes  Little  Jay  is  also  a  coming 
horse  at  Crescent  Farm. 

March  16,  1875,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss 
Susie  Jones,  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children, Lou  and  Edith.  Politically, 
Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican,  and,  socially,  is  a  Knight 
Templar. 


^*  U  L I  U  S  C.  MATTESON.  That  persistent 
industry  and  good  judgment  almost  inva- 
riably win  success  is  a  fact  whose  truth  has 
never  been  disputed,  and  upon  the  posses- 
sor of  those  traits  of  character,  fortune  usually 
showers  her  blessings.  It  is  only  through  long- 
continued  effort  that  Mr.  Matteson  attained  his 
present  position,  where  he  can  reflect  upon  the 
past  with  satisfaction,  and  look  forward  to  a  fu- 
ture spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petency. His  fine  farm  on  section  21  comprises 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  and  is  embellished 
with  a  substantial  set  of  buildings,  the  most  notice- 
able among  them  being  his  comfortable  residence, 
wherein  he  and  his  estimable  wife  dispense  a  gen- 
erous hospitality. 

Julius  C.  Matteson  is  the  son  of  Allen  G.  and 
Maria  (Maxson)  Matterson.  The  parents  were  na- 
tives of  New  York,  and  emigrated  to  Michigan  in 
1847,  choosing  as  their  abiding-place  Branch 
County.  Six  years  after  locating  there,  the  father 
died,  soon  after  which  event  the  family  came  to 
Kalamazoo  County  and  made  their  home  in  Port- 
age Township.  There  the  mother  resided  many 
years,  and  was  subsequently  married  to  Henry  H. 
Haner;  she  died  in  Kansas.  Our  subject  had  three 
brothers  and  three  sisters,  and  was  born  April  12, 
1837,  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y. 
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He  of  whom  we  write  was  a  lad  of  ten  years 
when  his  parents  came  to  this  State,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  six  years  spent  in  Bangor,  has  been 
a  resident  of  Portage  Township  since  that  time. 
He  has  always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, in  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  Our 
subject  was  married  to  Ella  Porter,  March  9,  1870. 
Mrs.  Matteson  was  born  in  St.  Johns,  New  Bruns- 
wick, February  17,  1848,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Mary  Ann  (Kelly)  Porter,  who  were 
natives  of  England.  She  was  the  seventh  in  order 
of  birth  of  the  parental  family  of  nine  children, 
and  was  given  a  good  education  in  her  native 
place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matteson  have  become  the  pa- 
rents of  three  children:  Allen  G.,  who  died  in  in- 
fanc}^;  Porter  H.  and  Percy  L.  Our  subject,  al- 
though not  an  office-seeker,  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  many  of  the  minor  offices,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  served  on  the  School  Board.  He  has  cast 
a  Republican  vote,  but  is  not  otherwise  interested 
in  political  affairs.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  and  is  a  member  socially  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  identified  with  Blue  Lodge,  No. 
340,  and  has  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  origi- 
nal members  of  that  body.  He  occupies  a  high 
position  among  his  fellow-citizens,  who  consider 
his  word  as  good  as  his  bond. 


T^— r^r***^*- 
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WjUSTUS  L.  ROOT.  A  pleasantly  located 
farm  in  Oshtemo  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  is  the  home  of  this  well-known 
farmer,  who  is  engaged  in  raising  such  crops 
as  are  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  and  meet  the 
demands  of  the  market.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
Root,  who  was  bom  in  New  York  near  Long  Island, 
which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  the  mother.  The 
elder  Mr.  Root  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and, 
in  1827,  removed  from  the  Empire  State  to  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  purchased  land  in  Liberty 
Township,  Tioga  Countv.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  in  which  conflict  his  brother,  Harvey 
Root,  also  did  valuable  service.  William  Root 
made  his  home  in  Pennsylvania  until  within  three 


years  of  his  death,  when  he  accompanied  our  sub- 
ject to  Michigan  and  died  in  his  eighty- third 
year. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Chemung 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  25,  1818  and,  in  1840, 
came  West  to  Barry  County,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  a  short  time  and  then  located  on  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land  in  Oshtemo  Township,  Kalama- 
zoo County.  INfr.  Root  is  now  the  only  old  settler 
living  on  the  Pottsville  Road  and  has  done  his 
full  share  in  bringing  this  county  to  its  present 
state  of  development.  Fair  dealing  and  hard  work 
have  brought  him  success  and  to-day  he  ranks 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens,  while  his  reputation 
is  that  of  an  honest  and  industrious  man. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  latter  of  whom 
are  still  living  in  Pennsylvania  and  our  subject  is 
the  only  survivor  of  the  sons.  He  was  married 
when  twenty-six  years  of  age  to  Miss  D.  B.  Hardy, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  in  1843  in  Penn- 
sylvania. When  taking  up  his  abode  in  Barry 
County,  Mr.  Root  lived  between  three  tribes  of 
Indians  with  whom  he  has  gone  on  many  a  hunt- 
ing expedition.  Deer  were  very  plentiful  in  that 
early  day,  and  on  one  occasion  while  going  after 
the  cows  he  killed  nine  of  these  animals. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  have  been  born  ten  chil- 
dren, only  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Mrs.  Amy  Brewster  who  makes  her  home  in  Otsego; 
Henry  Delbert  residing  in  Kansas,  and  Henrietta 
A.,  who  lives  at  home.  Their  son,  Amos,  enlisted 
in  the  Union  Army  in  1863,  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirteenth 
Michigan  Infantry,  which  formed  a  part  of  the 
Fourteenth  Corps,  First  Division  and  Second 
Brigade,  under  Sherman,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Florence,  (Ala).,  Perryville,  (N.  C).,  and 
Savannah,  in  which  latter  battle  he  was  taken  sick 
and  carried  off  the  field  by  his  comrade,  Henry 
Eastman.  He  died  on  a  Government  transport, 
May  7,  1865,  and  was  buried  in  the  National 
Cemetery  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Root  departed  this  life  in  1858  and  the 
lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  then  married  was 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Brewster,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
He  is  the   possessor  of   a  large  property,  owning 
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eighty  acres  on  section  3,  forty  acres  on  section  10, 
Oshtemo  Township;  one  hundred  acres  in  Adams 
Township  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Wexford  County,  this  State.  Our  subject  in  order 
to  gain  an  education  walked  to  school  barefooted 
during  the  winter  montlis,  his  parents  being  too 
poor  to  provide  him  with  shoes.  He  has  been  the 
subject  of  two  serious  mishaps  in  his  life,  at  one 
time  falling  from  a  scaffolding,  when  he  was  picked 
up  for  dead,  and  in  the  summer  of  1890  he  was 
run  over  by  a  self-binding  machine.  He  had  three 
brothers  who  participated  in  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion, who  bore  the  respective  names  of  David 
H.,  Truman  and  Lanson. 


=^=^^^■^•1^1^ 


*\f  OSEPH  BERT  SMILEY,  publisher  and 
proprietor  of  Smiley 's  Kalamazoo  County 
Enteiyrise  at  Galesburg,  is  one  of  the  rising 
'^  young  poets  of  Michigan,  whose  reputation 
will  undoubtedly  become  national  ere  many  years 
have  elapsed.  He  was  born  in  Anoka,  Minn.,  Oc- 
tober 8,  1864,  the  eldest  child  and  onl3^  son  of 
George  and  Nora  E.  Smiley.  His  father  was  a 
miller  in  Minnesota,  but  after  coming  to  Kalama- 
zoo, Mich.,  in  1866,  engaged  as  a  grain  buyer  and 
merchant. 

So  backward  was  our  subject  in  his  physical  de- 
velopment, that  he  did  not  walk  until  almost  four 
years  old;  but  while  his  phj'sical  powers  were  of 
slow  growth,  his  intellect,  from  earliest  childhood, 
was  characterized  by  unusual  brightness.  Possess- 
ing a  remarkable  memory  and  quick  perceptive 
abilities,  he  usually  stood  at  the  head  of  his  class, 
although  he  was  not  a  diligent  student.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Kalamazoo  High  School  with 
the  Class  of  '84,  of  which  he  was  President.  Dur- 
ing the  fall  of  the  same  year,  he  entered  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  but  was  compelled  to 
leave  in  December  following,  on  account  of  ill 
health. 

His  father  being  unsuccessful  in  business,  our 
subject  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  He 
commenced  to  work  for  M.  E.  Brown  at  Battle 
Creek,  this  State,  in  May,  1885,  as  a  reporter,  but 
remained   in  that  connection  only  three   months. 


He  next  took  charge  of  the  theatre  program  sheet 
of  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  Kalamazoo,  and  for  a 
few  months  worked  as  reporter  for  the  Kalamazoo 
Herald^  now  defunct.  He  published  his  first  book, 
"Meditations,"  in  October,  1886,  and  sold  two 
thousand  copies  by  personal  canvass  throughout 
the  State.  Afterward  he  published  a  third  thou- 
sand, the  most  of  which  he  also  sold. 

In  1887,  Mr.  Smiley  commenced  to  work  as  re- 
porter and  solicitor  for  the  Ottawa  (111.)  i^Vee 
Trader^  but  withdrew  from  that  connection  in  the 
early  part  of  1888.  He  then  published  his  second 
boom,  "A  Basket  of  Chips,*'  after  which  he  went 
on  the  road  again  and  enjoyed  his  usual  success. 
He  prepared  a  lecture,  entitled  "Geese  and  Ducks" 
(entirely  in  verse),  and,  by  treatment  with  a  Cin- 
cinnati physician,  overcame  the  stammering  which 
had  always  hindered  him  in  his  work.  By  persist- 
ent voice  drill,  he  has  become  a  clear,  easy  speaker 
on  the  rostrum,  and  his  eloquence  and  wit  are  the 
delight  of  his  audiences. 

January  4,  1889,  Mr.  Smiley  once  more  com- 
menced to  sell  books,  and  reaching  Joliet,  111.,  se- 
cured a  position  on  the  Joliet  News  as  poet  and 
humorist.  In  every  position  he  had  held  prior  to 
that  time,  his  employers  had  always  made  the  same 
complaint,  viz:  that  he  was  dreaming  over  his 
poetry  all  the  time  and  did  not  attend  to  local 
work.  In  Battle  Creek,  Kalamazoo  and  Ottawa, 
he  lost  positions  where  he  was  receiving  a  salary 
of  $6,  $9  and  $15,  respectively,  all  because  of  "too 
much  poetry."  In  Joliet  he  received  $20  per 
week  for  writing  poetry,  and  published  a  poem 
every  day  in  the  News  from  March  1,  1889,  until 
July  10,  1890.  At  that  time  the  editor  tried  to 
save  his  salary  during  the  dull  season,  by  forcing 
him  to  take  a  long  vacation  at  his  own  expense,  so 
he  resigned  his  position. 

Our  subject  started  Smiley's  Weekly  in  Kalama- 
zoo, in  July,  1890,  and,  on  October  25th,  of  the 
same  year,  bought  the  Kalamazoo  County  Enter- 
prise^ at  Galesburgh,  of  which  he  is  publisher  and 
proprietor.  The  purchasing  price  was  $1,200,  and 
he  now  values  the  business  and  plant  at  $6,000.  Al- 
though only  twenty-seven  years  old,  he  has  pub- 
lished over  one  thousand  five  hundred  poems, 
probably  a  greater  number   than  any  one  of  hia 
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age  in  the  United  States.  His  verse  flows  with  a 
clear,  rythmic  sound,  which  proves  the  possession 
of  the  "divine  afflatus''  on  the  part  of  the  writer.  A 
delicate  touch  of  humor  pervades  his  writings, 
whihi  the  sentiment  is  always  lofty  and  elevating. 


_w® 


i>-^<^ 


\f|AMES  DOYLE.  One  of  the  conspicuous 
figures  among  the  business  men  of  Kalama- 
zoo is  that  of  the  gentleman  above  named, 
who  has  long  since  risen  to  a  position  of 
prominence  among  the  contractors  and  builders  of 
this  place,  while  as  a  private  citizen  his  conduct 
and  character  have  given  him  an  extended  influ- 
ence.  He  is  a  native  of  this  city,  his  birth  occurring 
August  18,  1855,  and  therefore  takes  great  interest 
in  the  growth  and  advancement  of  his  community. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1850.  The 
lady  to  whom  he  was  married  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Catherine  Dinham  and  also  had  her 
birth  in  the  same  county  as  did  her  husband.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Doyle  came  West  to  Michigan  in  1851,  and 
located  in  Kalamazoo,  where  the  father  followed  his 
trade  of  a  stone  mason  until  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred in  1888;  his  wife  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  in  this  city. 

James  Doyle  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Kal- 
amazoo and  when  reaching  his  thirteenth  year 
learned  the  trade  of  a  stone  mason,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  until  reaching  mature  years.  He 
then  formed  a  partnership  in  the  same  line  of  work 
with  his  brother,  William  A.  Doyle,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Doyle  Bros.,  which  connection  lasted  for 
the  following  five  years.  Our  subject  then  con- 
ducted the  business  on  his  own  account,  contract- 
ing for  and  building  many  of  the  finest  edifices 
in  this  county,  making  a  specialty  of  blocks, 
churches  and  public  buildings,  among  the  most 
notable  of  which  were  the  Court-house,  Armory, 
and  American  Cart  Factory;  he  also  aided  in  the 
erection  of  the  Doyle  Block.  In  1891,  he  was  en- 
gafed  to  build  a  lage  block  in  Three  Rivers,  Mich. 
July  9,  1882,  Miss  Catherine  II.  Owen  and  our 
subject  were  united  in  marriage  and  to  them  have 


been  born  a  family  of  four  children.  The  parents 
of  Mrs  Doyle  located  in  Kalamazoo  in  1871,  and 
in  1882  removed  to  Jackson  County,  where  they 
are  at  present  residing.  In  church  matters,  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  St.  August- 
ine Catholic  Church,  in  which  body  Mr.  Doyle  is 
one  of  the  Trustees.  In  politics,  he  is  conservative, 
but  always  keeps  informed  regarding  party  issues. 
His  residence  is  located  at  No.  609  Kalamazoo 
Avenue  and  is  a  handsome  brick  structure,  built  in 
the  latest  style  of  architecture  and  furnished  and 
finished  in  a  manner  which  indicates  the  culture 
and  good  taste  of  its  inmates. 


ELIAS  W.  BOWMAN.  This  name  will  be  at 
once  recognized  as  belonging  to  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  School- 
craft, who  is  at  present  occupying  the  prominent 
position  of  Cashier  of  the  Kalamazoo  County 
Bank.  By  his  ready  tact  and  sound  common  sense 
he  has  showed  his  capability  for  the  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  has  thus  won  many  friends  who  esteem 
him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  our  subject  was  born  February 
14,  1847,  in  Cincinnati,  in  which  city  he  attended 
the  common  school  until  ten  years  of  age,  when 
his  father  removed  to  Hamilton  County  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm.  There  he  prosecuted  his  studies 
for  five  years  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  was 
given  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  firm  of 
Bowman  &  Co.  for  five  years.  The  company, 
which  was  composed  of  our  subject's  father  and 
cousin,  later  became  H.  P.  Bowman  &  Sons,  and  did 
an  extensive  pork-packing  business,  and  were  thus 
employed  in  Cincinnati  for  about  ten  years,  when 
our  subject  withdrew  from  the  firm,  and,  going  to 
Benton  County,  Ind.,  was  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  until  1887.  In  December,  1889,  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  position  and  by  following 
a  thoroughly  conscientious  and  upright  course  is 
greatly  respected  by  all  about  him. 

Elias  W.  Bowman  and  Miss  Hattie  R.,  daughter 
of  John  W.  Kennedy,  were  united  in  marriage  at 
Pleasant   Ridge,   Hamilton    County,   Ohio.      Mr, 
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Kennedy,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer  in  that  sec- 
tion, died  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowman  have 
had  a  family  of  three  children,  viz:  Carrie  E., 
Henry  C,  who  died  when  ten  years  of  age,  and 
Ethel    M.      With  their  children    they  are  mem- 


bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  denomin- 
ation our  subject  is  Treasurer. 

In  polities,  Mr.  Bowman  casts  his  vote  and  influ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  Democratic  candidates  and,  so- 
cially, is  a  Mason  and  Knight  of  Pythias, 
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